



































CHURCH CLIMAXES
DECADE OF GROWTH
O'FALLON, MO—On October 16,
1977, Pastor Donald Lombard and
members of First Free Will Baptist
Church, O'Fallon celebrated 10
years hard work when they
dedicated an additional sanctuary
and educationai facility. The new 40
x 70" building is slightly larger than
the original structure completed in
1971,

Missouri Promotional Secretary

Ciarence Burton deiivered the
dedication sermon. He was assisted
by Russell Spurgeon, pastor of
Trinity Free Wiil Baptist Church,
Bridgeton and by host pastor
Lombard.

First Church, O'Fallon was
jaunched as a Missouri home

mission project in 1966. The group
organized with 23 members June,
1967. Aftendance tripled in three
years. A worship site seating 225
was built in 1971, With the 1977 con-
struction completed, seating
capacity at First Church has in-
creased to 450. Membership stands
at 195,

Donaid and Carolyn Lombard
have served the O'Falion Church for
nearly eigh{ years.

ALABAMA STATE ASSOCIATION
ATTRACTS 400

EUFAULA, AL-~The combined state
association and ministers and
deacons meeting brought overflow
crowds to Sardis Free Will Baptist
Church, Eufaula, November 10-12,
Moderator Jack L. Rolling in his third
year of leadership guided the
business sessions of the state asso-
ciation, Rev. W. B. Hughes led the
ministers and deacons conference.

Delegates to the meeting voted to
endorse Anita Bryant’'s stand
against the homosexuai issue. The
same resolution catls for letters to
be sent to Miss Bryant and the
Florida Citrus Commission affirming

Pastor Donald Lombard fooks across parking lot of new sanctuary at First
Church, O'Fallon, Missouri,

this action.

[n other business a motion was
referred to the state Executive
Committee to study the possibility of
using an auditorium for future state
associations rather than a local
church, A report will be forthcoming
at the 1978 session.

Ron Edgil, Nate Ange, Bob
Shockey and Wayne Phillips
preached during the state associa-
tion. Preceding the state
association, the ministers and
deacons meeting sponscred a one-
day “Family Relationships
Program.” Dr. Melvin Worthington
spoke on the relationship of
husband and wife; Danny Thomp-
son, on reiationship of parents and
children; E. B. Lediow, on
relationship of home and church,

Alabama physican Dr. David H.
Pope addressed 114 early risersata
7 a.m. layman’s breakfast.

State board elections were as
follows: Mission Board W. B,
Hughes (1984) and E. B. Ledlow
(1981); Christian Education Board
Bobby Peters (1982) and Ricky Cash
(1979); Retirement and Insurance
Board ©. Z. Johnson (1982);
Children's Home Board Jesse
womack, Maxwell Harper and Doug
Carlisle.

The 1978 session wili meet in
Winfield, Alabama, November 9-11.
State pastors and laymen were en-
couraged to attend a February 15-18
pastors and workers conference in
Dothan, Alabama. Keynoting the
conference wili be naticnally recog-
nized church growth analyst Dr.
Elmer Towns.

REV. NEWTON P. GATES

CALLED HOME

DETROIT, MI--Rev. Newton P.
Gates, 83, of Detroit, died in the
Arnold Home, Detroit. He was bon
February 18, 1894, in Clay County,
Arkansas.

Mr. Gates was the founder and
first pastor of First Free Wili Baptist
Church, Hazei Park, which was the
first Free Will Baptist church in the
state in 1938. He was also the
founder of the Liberty Association of
Free Will Baptist Churches of
Michigan and the founder and first
pastor of Free Will Baptist Temple,
Detroit.

He received a professor of music
degree from the Arkansas State
Normai Music College and wrote
gospe! hymns.

His wife Virgia West Gates, whom
he married on February 25, 1917, in
Arkansas, died on January 1, 1973,

Surviving are two sons Graydon
D. of Troy and Lowell W. of Warren;
a daughter Mrs. Raymond (Winona
Mae) Riggs of Cookeville, Tennes-
see; a half-sister; 9 grandchiidren;
and 11 great-grandchildren,

Funera! services were conducted
at Central Free Will Baptist Church,
Royai Oak. Rev. Charles Cooper of
Troy Free Will Baptist Church and
Rev. Milton Waorthington of Central
Free Will Baptist Church, Royal Oak
officiated.

Burial was in Roseland Park
Cemeitery, Berkley.

(Continued on page 14)
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LETTER FROM PASTOR RESULTS
IN GOVERNOR’S PROCLAMATION

VERNON, AL—Rev. Milton Gann,
pastor of Liberty Free Will Baptist
Church, Vernon, wrote Alabama
Governor George Wailace informing
him of the church's successful
Senior Citizens Day on Sunday,
November 20.

Governor  Waliace responded
warmly, "'l think your idea is a great
one, and | would certainly be
delighted to proclaim the Sunday
before Thanksgiving as Senior
Citizens Day in Alabama."

The November Senior Citizens
Day attracted 200 to Liberty Church.
Special recognitions were given to
42 men and women, all over 85,
Gann said that November 20 was a
great day in the history of the
church: *“t hope this gesture of
appreciation that took piace at
Liberty will inspire gther churches to
show special honors to the seniors

Pastor Gann presents Mr. Thomas Hankins a certificate for being the
oldest member of Liberty Free Will Baptist Church,

of our society.”

Certificates were presented to
deacons who had rendered special
services, A certificate of ap-
preciation was alsc awarded Mr.
Thomas Hankins for being the cidest
mernber. Mr. Hankins at 93 may be
the oldest member attending

regularly any Free Will Baptist
church.

Along with certificates, corsages
and special seating arrangemenisin
the church's sanctuary, a luncheon
was served in honor of these special
people after the morning worship

service,

‘CTS IS TOPS’

NASHVILLE, TN~-Fifty Free Will
Baptist Church Training Services in
14 states were represented in the
1977 National CTS Promotional
Campaign, “'CTS is TOPS."'

The Campaign was conducted
during the manth of September. The
attendance for each of the four
Sundays was measured against the
average attendance in CTS for
March, {-\pril, and May, 1977,
Tabulation of the results revealed
that those churches which utilized
all the promotional plans and
programs toegether with their own
initiative and creativity reaped the
greatestincrease.

National awards will be given in
each of the four divisions to the top
church with the largest percentage
of increase in attendance in CTS.
The following is a compitation of
winners and runners-up.

DRAWS ENTRIES FROM 14 STATES

TOP ATTENDANCE GAINERS

DIVISION A (150 and up):
DIVISION B (100-149):

SPRING  SEPT.  PERCENT.
AVG. AVG.  OF INCRS.

No Results Submitted

Woodbine Church, Nashvilie, TN— Winner

Elro Driggers, pasior; Rex Lynn, director 133 153 15%
DIVISION C {50-99):

First Church, Blakely, GA— Winner

Donnie Hicks, paster; Charles English, director 77 109 42%

Fellowship Church, Flat River, MO—1st runner-up

Grant Saverance, pastor; Mike Creech, director 67 84 25%

Valley Forge Church, Elizabethton, TN —

2nd runner-up

Arther Luster, pastor; Carl Roberson, director 63 78 24%
DIVISION D (49 and below):

Stacy Church, Stacy, NC— Winner

Thomas Reien, pastor; Leon E. Peppers, director 25 61 144%

First Church, Monett, MO—17sf runner-up

Dr. James Davis, pastor; Pear| Alexander, director 35 68 94%
Fetlowship Church, Bryan, TX—2nd runner-up

Johnny Williams, pastor; Gene Stuenkel, director 45 66 7%













































GALLUP: U.S. CHURCHMEN
ILL-INFORMED ON TRENDS IN
INVDLVEMENT, COMMITMENT

CHICAGO, IL (EP)—Pollster George Gallup
Jr. said here that U.S. religious leaders are
alarmingly ifl-informed on the changing levels
of religious involvement and commitment,

Citing a grave need for “‘measurements on
the ievel of spiritual maturity” in the U.S., Mr.
Gallup added, '"“We know more about what
breakfast foods people like and why than we
do about the spiritual health of the American
reopie.”

The famed Princeton-based polister made
his comments in the October issue of LS,
Catholic, published here by the Claretian
Fathers. He said that through his new religion
research center he hoped he would be abie to
provide data to religious leaders that would
give them '‘a sophisticated and realistic look
at religion and how it is changing in this
country .. .."

SCHOLARS MAP 10-YEAR PUSH FOR
‘HISTORICAL, BIBLICAL, VERBAL®
INERRANGY

CHICAGO, iL {EP)—Biblical scholars, fearing
evangelicals could drift into neoarthodoxy by
“default’” rather than as a result of clear
thinking, gathered in Chicago in late Sep-
tember to map a 10-year educational thrust
defending bibiical inerrancy.

Called the Internationai Councii on Biblical
Inerrancy, the new group intends fo alert the
church and the world to “the impressive
coaiition of scholars, pastors, evangelists,
organizational leaders, media persons and
laymen' which hoids to what the council
refers to as “'the historic doctrine of verbal

inerrancy."”
The council, according 1o Eternity
magazine's November issue, hopes fto

discredit what it says is the claim that oniy a
few uninformed fringe evangelicais stiil
believe in verbal inerrancy. The group will
contend those denying inerrancy are not the
main body of evangelicals and are “out of
step with the Bibie, with church history and
with good logic.”

Without inerrancy, the councii says, there
is no solid basis for biblical authority and
hence no sure word for thealogy or Christian
living.

The council is headed by James Bolce of
Philadelphia. With him are Gieason Archer,
Edmund Ciowney, Norman Giesler, John
Gerstner, Harold Hoehner, Donald Hoke, J. 1.
Packer, Raobert Preus, Eart Radmacher,
Francis Schaeffer and R. C. Sproul.

To the scholars, the choice is belween
embracing “the existential methodology of
Kant, Kierkegaard, Barth and Berkouwer"
and “'standing with Christ and the apostles
for the historic view of verbal inerrancy."

TEACHER BACKS GENESIS ACCOUNT
OF CREATION, LOSES HIS JOB

LONDON (EP)—A state labor tribunal has
upheld the dismissal of a religion {eacher who
refused to teach an official syllabus that
describes the creation accounts in Genesis
as ""'myths, legends, and religious folkiore.”

David Watson, 57, former head of religious
educaticn at the Rickmansworth Comprehen-
sive School near London, told the State In-
dustrial Appeals Tribunal that he had refused
to foliow the official syllabus because he
strongly believes in the literal interpretation
of the Genesis creation account.

“| wanted to put before the children the
other side of the picture, which they had not
heard from anyone else,” he told the tribunal.

The tribunal ruled, however, that the
teacher had been guilty of "“misconduct”
because ‘no mattes that the reason may
have iain with his conscience, he was refus-
ing to carry oul what was a legilimate
reguirement of his employer."”

ANITA, PIE ON FACE,
PRAYS FOR ASSAILANT

DES MOINES, IA (EP)--A young man who
identified himself as a homosexual hit Anita
Bryant with a banana cream pie and heard
her pray for him as he holted from the press
conference.

Tom Higgins of Minneapotis, who threw the
pie, told newsmen: ""We have another bigot
with a sticky face.”

Anita and her husband Bob Green prayed
for the man "to be delivered.”

Outside Green passed Higgins and three
friends talking to newsmen. The singer's
husband grabbed a pie held by one of the
group and shoved it into the face of one of
Higgins' friends.

CONGREGATION BUYS OUT X-RATED
THEATER AND WILL REPLACE IT WITH
A NEW CHURCH

COGAN STATION, PA {EP)—Fairlawn
Community Church here, a Christian &
Missionary Aliiance congregation, has found
a way to elfiminate two evils with one move.

It has decided to purchase the nearby
Route 15 Drive-In for $42,500 from its owner,
Solar Sportsystems of Buffalo, New York. In
sc doing, the congregation will end the
showing of X-rated movies at the outdoor
facitity and will aisc acquire land to put up &
new church out of the fiood plain on which its
present buiiding is focated.

According to the church’s pastor, the Rev.
Ernest S. Grames, the only thing remaining to
be done is o effect a zoning change to permit
the use of a commercial property for a new
church.

The sale of the 13-acre property wilt mean
an annual loss of $877 in tax renevue to the
township in which it is located. Church
properiies are exempt from taxes there.

PRESIDENT CARTER’S EXAMPLE SEEN
BODSTING SUNDAY SCHOOL ROLLS

MINNEAPOLIS, MN (EP)-~A Minnesota
pastor says that publicity about President
Jimmy Carter's Sunday school teaching has
had a favorable effect on church and Sunday
school atiendance.

The Rev. David Yeats, minister at Wood-
dale Baptist Church in Richfield, Minnesota,
credits Carter's religious roie as heiping
reverse the trend in declining church rolis. By
his exampie, the President of the United
States has encouraged people to see that
Sunday school is not “just for kids,” Yeats
said.

Executive Director of the Minnescta
Sunday School Association, Arnoid Carlson,
said that in the evangelicat churches, which
stress that their followers have a personal
relationship with Jesus Christ, there has been
a ‘'definite increase’ seen in Sunday school
interest.

Ten years ago Sunday school and church
attendance was falling in the United States.
“"The '60s phenomenon and its disen-
chantment with iife resuited in a faliout that
affected the churches,” Carlson said.

Now a revival of interest in Christian
education has also been seen in increasing
enrollments at numerous seminaries around
the country.

SBC LEADER CITES BIBLE
ILLITERACY INTHE U.S.

NASHVILLE, TN {EP}—Biblical iliiteracy is of
“epic proportions” in America, says Rev.
Jimmy Allen, president of the Southern
Baptist Convention.

“No wonder citizens are flimflammed by
every kind of religious pitchmanship,” he
added. "“Not only are they patsies for eastern
religion and sects, but also for every kind of
parachurch group which sounds like the
bugle caliing for their attention.”

He conciuded: *'The Bible has become a
foreign fanguage to many Americans."

‘INTERCRISTO’ DIRECTORY SHOWS
PEOPLE NEEDS WORLDWIDE

SEATTLE, WA (EP}—The 781-page Directory
of Christian Work Opportunities has been
issued by Intercristo showing more than
18,000 personnel openings for Christians
around the globe.

The hulking book will be updated every six
months as it presents the Church's “'people
needs" for willing workers.

“This is a 10-year dream come true for our
team,'" said Phiil Butler, intercristo president,
“the chance to put our whole, constantiy-
updated file of information directly into the
hands of the pubfic."'

The $40 directory will serve anyone, he
said, who asks, "'is there a place God can use
me?" The daia processing, directed by Ron
Edminster, translates {ntercrisic’s huge file
of job information (used by more than 400
agencies annually) into the book format,
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