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BACK TO COLLEGE (from page 3}

Yesterday’s warrior returning to
campus is puzzled at crowds of
students bursting unannounced out
of buildings. After a few hours on
campus and a discreet inquiry or
iwo, the student rush is explained.
There are no more loud ¢langing
bells signaling c¢lass changes.
That's all an in-house operation
nowadays. They've gone ic a hall-
way buzzer system. That preserves
neighborhood tranquility.

It is 7:45 am. in the ad-
ministration buiiding when my day in
college begins. How delightful it
feels to stand in a front hallway and
see the college president, dean,
registrar and public relaticns coordi-
nator scurrying through the morning
dew on their way to appointments.
At least it is good to know | am not
the only one over 35 who gets up
that time of day.

Venturing again into midstream
among class-bound students
produces a warm, pleasant sensa-
tion to one who has been there
before. Bible College students are
friendly as a yardful of wet puppies.
They're still clean-cut and courte-
cus. They have quick, knowing
smiles and dancing eyes. Men and
women students dress modestly.
Their language is light on the ear in
contrast to the street tatk a few
blocks away, Within 10 minutes |
know those qualities that peopie
notice first about Bible College stu-
dents have not changed in 15 years.

But two things are different about
the students in 1977 in contrast to
the class of '62. First, they all seem
so young! Why they are almost
chitdren, hardly any over 24 or 25.
Funny, how the 19-year-oid in '62
appeared sc mature . .. at ieast to
an 18-year-old.

At any rate the first obvious
student difference is their age. The
second is their number. They are
everywhere. Things were crowded
when 350 of us roamed the campus
in my day, but now almost 600
students receive instruction at
FWBBC. No doubt about it, the
college needs more room and quick.

Chapei services on ncrmal school
days are too large to be housed in
Memorial Auditorium. Even with no
visitors on campus, whenever a
chapet service is scheduled, more
than 100 siudents must sit in ad-
jacent buildings and ‘"attend”
chapel via closed circuit television.
The students good-naiuredly shuffie
and rotate a different 100 in and out
each week.

instructors Dr. Joe Ange (L} and Dan
Cronk (R) share a quiet moment.

QOne of the more obvicus trans-
formations is faculty maturity. Fif-
teen years ago FWBBC had one
earned doctorate on staff and an
assortment of bachelor and
master's degrees. Today the college
cataiog lists 31 faculty members in-
cluding six with earned doctorates,
six with double master's degrees or
beyond, and 15 with master’s level
preparation. Thirty percent of the
instructors were teaching at the
college befcre 1962.

The facuity has gotlten older.
Turning the calendar accounts for
some of that; worrying about
students accounts for more of it
Several faculty members ~have
written books. They're ali engaged
in extensive research.

Tuition and expenses have more
ithan doubied in 15 vyears. A
dormitory student’s yearly expenses
now exceed $2,400. Since FWBBC
students no ionger apply for Nation-
al Direct Student Loans, Director of
Student Financial Aid Tom Sass
says the coilege has devised three

plans o assist them,

The first plan is a campus work
program for students. Some 150
students were employed by the
school in 1976-77 earning more than
$134,000. Eighteen others were
awarded scholarships totaling
$5,081. Twenty-five percent of the
student body obtained bank-secured
loans in Nashville. Many FWBBC
students are employed off campus.
Very few attend without having to
work at least part time.

While | was on campus, Bert
Tippett, director of publications,
tossed me a 1977-78 catalog. The
catalog has gained a lot of weight in
15 years. in addition to the Bible and
theology, pastoral ministries, and
mission program, the curriculum
has been broadened to encompass
the two-year business certificate,
nursing program, elementary educa-
tion, teacher certification, and a
music major,

FWBBC is more layperson
oriented. The Christian Day School
movement and the demand for
trained church clerical persons
have created more lay needs. At the
same time though, the c¢oliege
enrolled 174 ministerial students fall
semester '77 and 30 declared mis-
sion candidates. There are plenty of
preachers and missicnaries o©n
campus.

Students are still coming to
FWBBC for the same reasons they
did in 1962. But they're also enroll-
ing for different reasons. They still
learn doctrine and memorize
Scripture, but now learning is
buoyed by audiovisual equipment
that was unknown on campus a few

years ago.
Intramural athietics competition
is on a fierce level. Campus

societies still go at each other
hammer and tongs on the gridiron
and hardwood. Of course, the
gridiron is borrowed from nearby
schools. There is no room at present
for a football field on campus. That
fact does not hinder the well-
equipped teams as they clash on
Saturday afterncons.



The all-weather gymnasium is a
campus boon. Year-round sports
activities ranging from swimming to
basketball to tennis tc weight lifting
and a variety of other physical
exercises are now possible in the
huge structure.

Being a rabid book-a-holic, my
return itinerary to academia had to
inciude a library review, Librarian
Judy Shrewsbury, guardian of the
volumes, discovered to my surprise
that the number of catalogued
library books has leaped from
10,700 {fo 25,620 in 15 years, That
does not include the Free Will
Baptist Historical Collection materi-
als, curricula data, and 2,000 more
volumes being processed.

The miiky way of Bible College
improvements is Dr. Joe Ange's
domain, the Christian Service
Department. Now more than ever
coliege students are channeled into
local Free Wili Baptist churches as a
work force. In 1977 alone the 35
Christian Service groups reported
1,267 conversions. The groups
preached 2,775 sermons, taught
3,569 classes, and distributed
56,345 {racts. Any FWBBC student
who signs up for eight or more
academic units must give about two
hours of his time each week for
practical Christian service in the
community.

TOMORROW'S VISION

| asked about FWBBC and the
future. Someone opened a dooer and
shoved me inside an office. Sixty-
three year old President Dr. L. C.
Johnson was waiting.

The gentleman from Georgia
gave me his next two uninterrupted
hours. He had a hatful of wvery
definite goals and an equal number
of not so definite means of attaining
those goals.

Dr. Jehnsen prefaced his remarks
with a flat statement, “"We don’'t
have any more room.” He spoke of
purchasing land as priority one.
There can be only limited expansion
until that point. Community preser-
vationists and city planners wield
big sticks in Nashvilie buying and
building,

As | suspected, Dr. Johnson's
first building suggestion was student
oriented. He zeroed in on the need

for an auditorium large encugh to
acccmmodate both students and
visitors,

Tomorrow at FWBBC will also find
the challenge of a Free Will Baptist
graduate school. As President
Johnson put it: “We'll move as fast
as we can toward the goal. Right
now our bench is 100 thin, We've
pulled ourselves up by our boot-
straps and built an academic reputa-
tion in the community and nation.

“We don't want to sacrifice that
for a subpar graduate program. We
musi start with the right teachers.
We can utilize diversity on the
graduate level, but our men now
need technical degrees.”

The future for FWBBC necessi-
tates broadening the base of
support financially. For Paul Kette-
man, director of public relations,
and Ronald Creech, newly
appointed development direcior,
that means more days and nights on
the road going from church to
church across the nation. it means a
renewed recruitment emphasis for
faculty and students.

| found the president and faculty
eager 10 have an outsider tell the
FWBBC story since 1962 Their
return 10 vyesterday with me and
their gaze into tomorrow are
tempered by the reality of 560 Free
Will Baptist students who demand
attention every day.

I’'m glad | went back to coliege. it
was a time ioc remember some
things I'd forgotten. { buried some
fears | picked up along the way. It
was a coming home ceremeny for
me.

Thank you, FWEBC, for my Chris-
tian wife you trained, the sound
Bible teaching you gave, the holy
tiving principles you imparted, and
the sense of dencminational pride
you instilled, Thank you for Christian
friends who like me have left your
classrooms and are now linked arm
in arm around the world.

Let me pass the word to all former
students of FWBBC, to prespective
students and to any interested
parties: In the words of the school,
alma mater, ““Within these halls we
love s0 welll God dwells in
majesty. .. ." A

Coeds compete inintramural sports.

Dr. L. C. Johnson, the Gentleman from
Georgia, pitofs FWBBC,

Students pray during daily chapel.
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Divorce is sabotaging tomorrow,
Today's child custody hearing
bayonets tomorrow’s fragile dream.
Somewhere today a court clerk will
stamp "“IRRECONCILABLE DIFFER-
ENCES" across a marriage certifi-
cate, and the last promise binding
two people together will be ripped in
shreds.

Divorce is ugly. It has no silver
lining. Divorce is toxic. All whom it
touches recoil and wither.

The glittering unsaved world is
but a blighted no-man's-dand.
Cursed by an exploding divorce rate,
tonely people roam dark streets of
small towns and big cities alike in
vain attempts to piece their shard
tives into a pattern. Their plight
goads us o evangelistic efforts be-
fore divorce torpedoes more homes.

Briefcase

Nobody is in bigger trouble than
the person with family trouble. Min-
istering to broken homes is the
church’s most ditficult task, The
pastor finds practically every sub-
ject taboo. Simple messages on
child rearing, family prayer or hus-
band-wife relationships loom omin-
ously for members whose lives are
divorce ravaged. Divorce locks
everybody on edge and freezes
them there. it robs people of inner
stabitity and self-confidence.

Divorce never just happens and
then leaves. It is never quite
finished. Divorce reaches beyond
the tangible dissolution of a home,
beyond property settlement and
scarred children. It casts a shadow
of suspicion over tomorrow and re-
marriage. It indeliby brands people

DIVORCE: THE SABOTEUR

But, wait, that's the kicker isn’t it?
Christian homes themselves are
under siege. Those whose mission it
is lo offer Ghristian warmth and
hope to sinners have been fighting
rearguard action against nuptial fifth
columnists. All too often one learns
of Christian leaders whose marri-
ages soured. Divorce has shucked
the skull and crossbones image and
now wears a clerical collar. It now
carries ordination papers as well as
a lunch pail.

To hear some folk talk, you would
think divorce was the new kid on the
block. Even though the divorce
market has run bullish in recent
years, divorce itself can be tracked
all the way to Mt. Sinai and beyond.
Moses inherited a divorce prone
nation (Deuteronomy 24:1-4), Things
were no better when Jesus straight-
ened out a group of snickering
Judean chauvinists {(Matthew 19:3-
9) on the subject. Divorce has been
around a long time, but until recently
American pulpils kept i beaten back
under the brush and denied it com-
munity endorsement.

God help the church that must
wait for a raft of paperbacks to be
written by divorce authorities before
deciding how to stand on the issue.
The Bible has spoken authoritatively
and finally regarding divorce. Those
who read the Bible know that God
says from cover to cover, I hale
divorce.” God’'s book opposes di-
vorce as a cure-all. His counsel
reads, “Stop! Don't do it."" Divorce
is not presented as mandatory; its
existence is tolerated, not en-
couraged.

When was the last time you heard
{or preached) a sermon dealing with
divorce and the dreadfu problems it
creates? No one with the com-
passion of Christian tove turns a
cold shoulder to divorce victims.
(Yes. let’s call them victims, for they
stumble through life maimed emo-
tionally and socially.) But that same
compassion which extends a hand
to  guilt-ridden  victims must  an-
nounce to those marriages stili on
course that divorce is a bad road.
and those who travel it do so to their
own hurt.

as bad risks.

Divorce is marriage apostasy.
The norm in the church must not be
divorce. The norm must be whole,
healthy homes. Where marriage is
natural, divorce is unnatural and
brings with it a terrible price.

Regardless of what men may
write or say about divorce and its
benefits, Jesus pointed toward
Genesis 1 and said, *. .. from the
beginning it was not so’* (Matthew
19:8b). Divorce was not utiered in
Eden. It was not a part of God’s plan
for mankind. God brought Adam and
Eve together and made them com-
patible, Divorce was nol an option in
Eden.

In Christ there is a new beginning
for everyone. The child of God now
treads the sanclity of a new.
spiritual Eden. God has something
beautiful for your family. Divorce s
no longer an option. 4
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DEBT FREE CONGREGATION
IGNITES CHURCH MORTGAGE

LICKING, MO--The New Life Free
Will Baptist Church, Licking
celebrated God’s goodness
December 11  when members
ceremoniousty burned the
ceremoniously burned the mort-
gage. Organized by Rev. Tom
praised God's spiritual and financial
bounty.

Participants in the special mort-
gage burning were Board of Trustee
Chairman Harold Price, Advisory
Board Chairman Chuck Barker and
Pastor Max Courtney. Tom Owens
delivered the festive message.

New Light Church was built with
funds from Missouri State Home
Mission Board's perpetuai loan
fund. This loan permitted the
congregation to erect their present
building and then use it as coliateral
untif the debt was retired.

Church furniture and air con-
ditioning were purchased and in-
stalled eariier in 1977. An 80’ x 38
auditorium with basement is siated
as a spring, 1978 project.

TENNES SEE GROUP MEMORIZES
ENTIRE NEW TESTAMENT BOOK

NASHVILLE, TN—Members of
Horton Heights Free Will Baptist
Church, Nashviille closed out 1977
by committing all 105 verses of
{ John to memory, Pastor Haroid
Critcher says that a vital part of his
ministry is stressing individual
growth through Scripture
memorization and meditation.

The memory feat was ac-
complished in two-verse steps.
Each week Horton Heights mem-
bers learned two verses. Then on
Sunday morning during worship
activities, the verses were recited in
unison by the entire congregation.

This vyear a new Scripture
memory program is being used.
Tweive persons volunteered to type
a Scripture memory card {with the
month’'s verses on it) for every
member of the church each month.
In this way everyone will have a card
to take to work and use at break
time to memorize the verses for the
week. On Sunday morming the
congregation says the verses
together.

Licking, MO, burns mortgage as Chuck Barker (L) and Harold
Price (R) watch.

Any church interested in securing
a copy of the memory program may
write Horton Heights Church, 6727
Charlotte Avenue, Nashville,
Tennessee 37209. The church will
be glad to mail a copy the day the
request is received.

REVIVAL ERUPTS DURING
WEST COAST CONFERENCE

BAKERSFIELD, CA—WMore than 300
Californians gathered at First Free
Wili Baptist Church, Bakersfield, for
a West Coast Bible Conference
December 12-14. What they found
themseives in  the middie of
resembled an old fashicned camp
meeting more than a conference.

Connie Cariker, pastor, West
Tuisa Free Will Baptist Church,
Tulsa, Oklahoma, and Bob Shockey,
director, and Roy Thomas,
associate director, National Home
Mission Department, were slated 1o
preach a total of nine sermons. The
Spirit of God so anointed that First
Church's huge auditorium filled with
shouts of praise, Overridden by a
praise service, one preaching
session never materialized.

Some 35 California pastors
shared in the pre-Christmas con-
ference. Host pastor Claude Hames
has scheduled a follow-up 1978
conference, December 4-6.

MR. BAD TV BURIED
AT DEEP CREEK

MIDVILLE, GA—Very few tears
were shed as palibearers Jesse
Johnson, Charles Burke, Andy Allen
and B. J. Rollins lowered ""Mr. Bad
TV' in the ground. “'Throw dirt in his
face,” exhorted Pastor Leroy
Lowery. “He's been throwing his
dirt into our living rooms for years."

Rev. Lowery preached Mr. Bad
TV's funeral Sunday morning at
Deep Creek Free Will DBaptist
Church, Midville. The congregation
buried him in the church cemetery
immediately after service. Members
were then urged to return home and
unplug their television sets.

This attention grabbing special
was part of Family Reevaluation
Week for Lowery and the Deep
Creek congregation, Every family
was asked to disconnect their
television sets for seven days in
order to focus attention on
television's negative effects on
family structure,

Families were encouraged to
spend the extra time together in
more worthwhile activities.

Pastor Lowery commented, ““l am
fully persuaded the overall impact of
TV on society is harmful. The
majority of programs offered are
wicked, sensual, degrading and not
conducive to Christian living."”’
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RESOURCES LIBRARY

SLAYING THE JOHN WAYNE MYTH

Understanding the Male
Temperament by Tim LaH%ye
(Revell, 1977, 188 pps., $3.95)
is reviewed by Lewis Camp-

bell, manager, Christian
Supply  Store, Conway,
Arkansas.

The man who said that lightning
never strikes the same place twice
has never met Dr. Timothy F,
LaHaye, Bob Jones University
graduate, pastor, lecturer, college
president, and author, LaHaye first
came to naticnal attention in the late
1960's with a book called The Spirit-
Controlled Temperament, in which
he used Hippocrates' old theory of
the four temperaments to categor-
ize the human personality and to
show how the Holy Spirit works with
Scripiure to bring each tem-
perament to the *'image of Christ."”

Since then LaHaye has had
several books on the best seller list.
Probably the most significant of
these is Understanding the Male
Temperament, subtitied “What
Every Man Would Like to Tell His
Wife About Himself . . . But Won't.”!
Possibly a better subtitle would be
“What Every Man Would Like to
Understand About Himself and
Can't.”

The book staris by proclaiming
“the death of the John Wayne
myth.” Here LaHaye establishes
that men are not, were not and
cannot be the ultimate supermascu-
line image that most men like 1o
think of themselves as being. He
deals sympathetically, but frankly
with the many conflicts of being a
man.

LaHaye states in the intreduction
that instead of being a diatribe
against manhood, the book is
written to men who ‘‘are men, to
men and boys who want to be men,
and to women who want to under-
stand and appreciate manhood and
all its complexity.” He then says
that the man who works eight hours
a day for 40 years at a dull job with
no fanfare simply to provide ade-
guately for his family and to meet
the emotionat needs of his wife and
his children is in fact stronger and
more virile than the man who leads
the cattle drive up Chisholm Trail to
Abilene.

There is an excellent chapter on
the complexities of manhood, as
well as a good chapter on what
depravity has done to the manhood
image. Those who follow LaHaye's
principle of the four temperaments
will be interested to know about the
further development of 12 sub-
temperaments which he says are
more accurate than the four basic
groups. However, he deals with
areas in this book other than the
temperament issue.

A classic section inciudes two
chapters on male anger versus
female fear and male fear versus
female anger. These chapters
concern the problems of self-image
and communication in marriage.
The author deals with man as an
individual basically and deals with
the relationships of a man, for

example, as husband, parent, neigh-
bor, worker, etc., as incidental out-
growths of his internal makeup. This
distinction makes the book unigue
and may prove a mild disappoint-
ment to readers who are interested
in reading about role fulfillment.
Some will fauit the book for its
lack of academic background,
Others will feel that LaHaye is not
pointed enough on some issues.
One cannot possibly read this
book without realizing the authoris a
man who has great respect for man-
hood and for men in general. Evenin
pointing out flaws in certain temper-
aments or personalities, he does so
with courtesy and compassion.
There is nothing of the super ego,
“total man'' approach in this book.
Neither is it preachy or condescend-
ing; instead the book is conversa-
tional, warm and at times humorous.
It is a Bible-centered book that will
be recalled many times after an
initial reading. A



























