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By Andy Lay

ver since God pronounced

the curse upon man's dis-

obedience in the Garden of
Eden, death has stalked the human
race. Its mysterious fingers tingle
the thoughts of rich and poor, edu-
cated and uneducated, kings and
peasants, the well-known as wel} as
the recluse.

What lies beyond the grave? Is
death the end? Or is there a better
life? What relationship will the after-
life have to life as we now know it?
Human minds have struggled with
these and similar questions since
man has been on this planet.

Our generation like afl those
before it will end with an obituary.
But we chiidren of this scientific age
are not content with mere idle spec-
ulations or the supposings of gray-
haired philosophers; so we have our
researchers. We pay them well as
we gobble up their books and ar-
ticles and swallow their ‘‘eviden-
ces” no matter how absurd. We

seemingly have an insatiable ap-
petite for knowledge about the be-
yond,

One doctor sold his writings on
the premise that he had weighed the
human soul. By placing dying
patients on a very delicate scale, he
observed a minute decrease in
weight as death came and the sout
took its flight.

One of the most noted authorities
on the subject is a Chicago psychia-
trist Dr. Elizabeth Kubler-Ross, She
is convinced "'beyond a shadow of a
doubt’' that there is life beyond the
grave, Her belief is based on her
own “‘out-of-the-body’’ experiences,

She describes her experiences as
““voyages out of space and time,
where she wouid experience a
variety of bizzare phenomena; a
whole bunch of beings working on
her body, the ability to leave and
return to her body at will, the death
of her patients, strange voices,
vibrations, clairvoyance, traveling at
the speed of light, age-regression

hypnosis, even her own birth”
("‘Bizarre Spiritism Molds Kubler-
Ross Attitudes Toward Death and
Dying,’”” Evangelical Newsletter,
Volume 4, Number 20, October 7,
1977} '

Life After Life and other books
have also made Raymond Moody a
thanatological expert. His cele-
brated research has conciuded (in
the words of Mark Albrecht) “that
death is the final phase in the giori-
ous evolution of each individual, and
that rewards, happiness, fuifiliment,
and reunion await almost everyone
regardiess of their beliefs and be-
havior on earth” (**Making Sense
Out of the Life After Death Craze,”
Evangelical Newsletter, Volume 4,
Number 21, October 21, 1977).

LIFE EXISTS SOMEWHERE ELSE

It does not take a theologian to
realize that even scientific re-
searchers have gone far afield from
the truth about the subject revealed
in the Word of God. Indeed it seems



the Bibfe has been totally ignored by
modern authorities.

But why should we ignore the
Bible? For those who want to talk
about scientific research and docu-
mented evidence, the Bible tells
about a Man who died, laid in a
grave for three days, and then came
back to life again to have His experi-
ence attested by more than 500
people (I Corinthians 15:3-7).

Furthermore, this Godfman has
spoken a great deal on the subject
of death. Naves Topical Bible lists
more than 13 pages of Scripture
verses on the subject.

However, not even this mass of
material answers all our questions
and satisfies all our curiosities. But
it does give sufficient knowledge for
us to intelligently prepare for our
own deaths and have a reasonable
understanding of what our loved
ones experience when they die.

Is there life beyond the grave?

The Bible clearly declares there is.
In the most complete passage on

the subject, Luke 16:19-31, we get a
giimpse into the after-death
existence of two individuals.

Lazarus was a godly man on
earth. Luke 16:22 says when he
died, he '‘was carried by the angels
into Abraham's bosom.” The other
man, unnamed in Scripture, was a
godless, self-sufficient, self-
centered man in his earthly life. The
bibfical record says he was buried,
“And in hell he lift up his eyes, being
in torments™ (Luke 16:23).

No '‘soul sleep’ is indicated here.
Apparently the consciousness of
both these men continued on after
the death ¢f their bodies. The Scrip-
tures sometimes quoted to substan-
tiate the doctrine of ''soul sleep™ no
doubt are referring to the "'sleep’” of
the body until resurrection day. (For
example see Job 14:12 and Ec-
clesiastes 9:5.} But the conscious-
ness of the human spirit continues
to function even in death and
beyond. {Would that not deter most
suicides if it were widely known?)

CONSCIOUSNESS SPANS
BOTH WORLDS

What is life like beyond the grave?
The man who was wicked on earth
experienced torment. He is guoted
as saying, ‘I am tormenied in this
flame.”" He first pled for relief for his
own misery, but when that was
denied, he expressed concern for
his father and five brothers still
living on the earth. He asked that a
messenger be sent to warn them
"‘lest they aiso come o this place of
torment™ (Luke 16:24-28),

Lazarus, the godly man, is des-
cribed as being comforted (Luke
16:25). The Bible contains the testi-
meny of many godly men who
fooked forward to their lives after
death. The Apostle Paul spoke of his
death as gain and far better than
earthy life. He said he had a "‘desire
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MISSOURI CHURCH STRIKES
BLOW AT WORLD HUNGER
BRIDGETON, MO—Trinity Free Will
Baptist Church, Bridgeton, Missourt,
declared its 10-week-long crusade
against world hunger a huge suc-
cess on November 20, 1977, as
church families broke open more
than 200 Love Loaves. Literally
hundreds of guarters, dimes, nickels
and pennies spilled into their- har-
vest, burgeoning the Love Loaf
offering to $1,200.

Pastor Russell B. Spurgeon says
Love Loaf proceeds were dispersed
to combat hunger through two
organizations. Trinity Church sent
50 percent of the funds to Free Wil
Baptist Foreign Missions Depart-
ment and 50 percent to World Vision
International, originator of the Love
Loaf program for emergency relief
wOrk.

The Love Loaf project was initi-
ated by Trinity as a direct means to
help feed starving masses in the
worid's disaster areas. Church
families pftaced Love Loaf con-
tainers on their dining room tables

as prayer reminders. Every family
member was encouraged to con-

tribute  coins regularly toward
famine retief.
Pastor Spurgeon says, ‘The

program was successful because it
gave our church families a new
awareness of world need as weil as
an opportunity to do something
about it. It costs World Vision $15 to
feed a hungry family of five for a
month. We feel that we have done
something important,”

MARATHON MISSIONARY
CONFERENCE SATURATES
NORTHWEST ALABAMA

GUIN, AL—More
missionary services in 1t days
blanketed northwest Alabama
between the Mississippi state line
and Birmingham January 22-Febru-
ary 1. Areawide conference
coordinator Richard Cordell, pastor
of Guin Free Wili Baptist Church,
Guin, said 15 congregations partici-
pated in the annual missicnary blitz.

Many people braved snow-
covered highways and streets to
share in 1978's '""The Field Is The
World™' theme taken from Acis 1:8.
This year's thrust included both
foreign and home missionaries,
executive personnel from both
missions departments, and a
missicns instructor from Free Wil
Baptist Bible College, Nashvilie,
Tennessee.

Every church had at least five
missionary services, and some had
six. In addition special services
were arranged during the Jasper
Association quarterly meeting at
Winfield on January 28.

than 80

NASHVILLE CHURCH
PACKS UP AND MOVES

NASHVILLE, TN—Trinity Free Will
Baptist Church, Nashvilie has
moved to 3409 Brick Church Pike.
The new building which was pur-
chased from the Parkwood Church
of Christ has a spacious auditorium
that seats 400. There are 21
ciassrooms in additien to a
fellowship hall, kitchen and pastor’s
study.

Dedication services were con-
ducted on January 22. Present and
former members as well as numer-
ous Nashville area guests attended
the first services and stayed for an
open-house inspection of the new
facilities.

Dr. Roger Reeds, Trinity pastor,
says the church will open a day-care
center at its new location. The
center is being readied to meet all
state regulations. Interest in a day-
care outreach has been a longtime
goal of the congregation.

Trinity Church was for many
years located at 324 Cleveland In
Nashville, That property is being
sold,

BANNER YEAR BUOYS
HOME MISSIONS BUDGET

NASHVILLE, TN-—Nationai Home
Missions Department Director Bob
Shockey reported a record-breaking
financial increase for 1977. In mid-
January Shockey confirmed, "God
has given through our people the
greatest amount ever received by
National Home Missions,
$702,578.44."" The 1977 income
figures exceed 1976 totals by some
$131,000, the largest increase for
one year ever experienced by the
department.

The Home Missions Department
not only reached its projected 1977
budget of $696,000 bui surpassed it
by $16,578.44. Director Shockey
said, “We have a lot of people o
thank for this year.”

Eight states led the denomination
in home missions giving: Okiahoma
($99,705.15), Tennessee
($75,642.64), North Carolina
($62,587.52), Missouri ($54,142.43),
Alabama ($41,789.59), California
($34,831.91), lilinois ($32,535.66)
and Ohio ($30,872.78),

It took 28 years for the Home
Missicns Department to reach the
first $100,000 income vyear, then
eight years to reach $200,000, and
two more years to reach $300,000
annual income. In 1975 receipts
soared over the $500,000 mark. The
1976 total was $571,000. Then

came 1977 with its horn of plenty,

More than 40 missionary families
are supported by the department.
Qutreach stretches into 27 states,
Mexico, Puerto Rico and the Virgin
Islands.





































