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COPING
WITH THE
BARBS OF
CRITICISM!

By J. Reford Wilson

riticism is like a two-edged

sword. He who is skillful may

wield it wisely, He who is
cruel may use it o inflict many
wounds,

How can criticism be skilifully
used? When is it proper to give criti-
cism? What are the motives of
those who wound others with their
caustic verbal arrows? Is there a
biblical basis for criticizing others?
How does one cope with a barrage
of criticism?

Every man is iested by the criti-
cal eye of another. Appearance,
manner of life and speech are com-
mon areas in which we are judged.
“Voice in the wilderness. ..

raiment of camel’'s hair... a
leathern girdle . . . locusts and wild
honey .. ." describe certain traits

of John the Baptist by which he was
judged (Matthew 3:3,4). Everyone is
silently or vocally criticized by
others. This form of criticism may
be neither constructive nor destruc-
tive. It may be a nonconscious
silent evaluation of another with no
conscious thought of why the per-
son is liked or disliked.

In giving consideration to criti-
cism, certain questions may deter-
mine the response. Is the criticism
just? Are the motives pure? is the
conscience clear? What is the































































ILLINOIS MISSION CHURCH
PURCHASES ROCK ISLAND
TECHNICAL SCHOOL

MILAN, IL—Faith Free Will Baptist
Church was but three months old
when home missionary pastor Jim
Summerson fed the group to pur-
chase a permanent meeting place.
The Rock Island Technical Schooi,
202 West Second Street, Milan, was
bought in mid-January for $80,000,

The mission church began
meeting last October in an elemen-
tary school gymnasium. Their
contract on the new property runs
one year. At that time the $80,000
batance comes due. They now plan
to raise an additional $10,000 during
1978 and finance the remaining
$70,000.

The recently acquired Rock Island
Technical School is a 72' x 36' brick
building with a fuli basement. Pastor
Summerson and his members had
two weeks hard work cleaning
before holding first services in their
new location.

The llinois Home Missions Board
conducted organizational services
for Faith Church on February 286.
Thirty-six persons became charter
members. The young church has
atready surpassed the 100 mark in
attendance.

They have an active youth
ministry and a Church Training
Service. Pastor Summerson said
that the group plans to begin a bus
ministry and chiidren's and junior
churches this fafl. An annual mis-
sionary conference and Bible con-
ference are slated. The church
conducted its first revival April 17-23
with Rev. Jesse Meade as evange-
fist.

Since October, 1977, more than
80 decisions for Christ have been
recorded at Faith. Offerings have
averaged over $1,500 monthly
beginning in March., Longrange
plans for the church include a
Christian day school.

BLESSINGS ABOUND IN
ENLARGEMENT CAMPAIGN

NASHVILLE, TN—Free Will Baptist
Sunday schools representing 22
different states racked up an im-
pressive 44.81 percent net increase
over the fali quarier’s average Sun-
day school attendance,

Reports of increased enroliments
and numerous souls saved have
been recorded.

Division Church
A 1st First—Bakersfield, CA
2nd Welch--Columbus, OH
B 1st West Tuisa—Tuisa, OK
2nd —0
C 1st Bethel—So. Roxana, IL
2ng Trinity—Greenville, NC
D 1st Tupeto—Tupelo, MS
2nd Forest Grove~-Knoxvilie, TN
E 1st First—Jasper, AL
2na New Life—Lancaster, SC
F 1st Trinity—Ypsilanti, Mi
2nd Clough Pike~--Cincinnati, OH
G ist Harmony--Leighton, AL
2nd Mt. View—Mt. View, CA
H 1st St. James—Phenix City, AL
2nd Trinity Temple-—Tulsa, OK

Sunday school workers literally
accepted the chalienge of the
theme of the Spring Sunday School
Enlargement Campaign ‘'Always
Abounding.” The results certainly
testify to abounding labor and suc-
cesses.

New life was sparked in both oid
and new campaign participants.

Awards recognizing first and
second place winners in the various
divisions appear below.

Oct.-Dec. March
Avg. Avg. increase
564 742 31.56%
567.46 618.25 8.95%
406 617 51.97%
332 439 32.23%
322 415 28.88%
202 354.25 75.37%
253 338.75 33.89%
160 243 51.88%
170 257 51.18%
126 229 81.75%
113 185 63.72%
70 126 80.%
51 85 68.63%
36.85 142.25 286.02%
37 109 194.59%

REVITALIZED OHi0 YOUTH
MOVEMENT SPEARHEADED BY
STATE CTS DIRECTOR DUNN

CIRCLEVILLE, OH--Ohio Church
Training Service Director Carl W.
Dunn has rallied ftagging youth acti-
vities in the Buckeye State. Ohic
now sports three busy youth con-
ventions and plans a giant gathering
June 23, 24, which will meet simul-
taneously with the Ohio State
Association at Slocum Station near
Wheelersburg.

Mr. Dunn said that a year ago
when he was elected state CTS
Director, his vision for Ohio was to
see a statewide network of well-
organized monthly youth meetings,
quarterly and district rallies, and a
two-day state youth conference.
After serving as a counselor at a
camp sponsored by Sciote Youth
Convention, Dunn shared his dream
with two Chio pastors and gained
their cooperation and prayers.

The South Central Ohic Confer-
ence youth meeting was organized
in August. By October, 179 youth
and 15 churches were participating.
A third youth convention in Franklin
Conference was formed by Decem-
ber. The February district raily
attracted 450 youth io Westerville,
Ohio. An April 22 district rally at First
Free Will Baptist Church, Dayton
was swarmed by more than 800
attenders.

CTS Director Dunn says the Ohio
movement is more than a youth rally
with a dead-end street. The gather-
ings have been life changing events.
Numerical growth has been nothing
short of phenomenal.
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