



























































OHIO CHURCH CREATES OUTREACH POSITION,
EMPLOYS BDB SHOCKEY

COLUMBUS, OH~-

Welch  Avenue
Free Will Baptist
Church, Colum-

bus, has secured
the services of
Bob Shockey to fill
its newly created
position of director
of missions and
evangelisrn  out- :
reach effective August 1. Paul
Thompson pastors the growing Ohio
congregation.

Mr. Shockey’s duties will include
setting up a missions and evange-
lism department in the church. Ulti-
mately the department will special-
ize in area church planting and team
evangelistic ministries. Shockey wil}
also be responsible for organizing
soul-winning and church growth re-
treats for ministers and laypersons,

Another major dimension of
Shockey’s new task will be building
a 13-week Christian bcotcamp for
ministers and laymen. Bootcamp
training is designed to focus on an
accelerated Bible institute level
approach, Shockey is also expected
to organize on-the-job training for
local church workers in two-day
sessions.

Mr. Shockey will be terminating
as general director of the Nationai
Home Missions Board July 31. He
has served as general director for
five years, He was field secretary
three years and a board member six
years.

Under his leadership gifts to
Natichal Home Missions sweiled 1o
$700,000 annually. Missionary per-
sonnel increased from 26 to 46
families on the field.

BIBLE COLLEGE OBSERVES
SPECIAL DAY OF PRAYER

NASHVILLE, TN — Studenis and
teachers at Free Wili Baptist Bible
Coilege held a Day of Prayer on
campus April 19.

President L. C. Johnson in an
opening convocation challenged
students to take fuil advantage of
the opportunities the day could open
1o them. Students then assembled in
smalier prayer units, ied by upper-
classmen, to share prayer requests
and give thanks. Teachers and staff
workers also met to pray.

At 11:30 the college family
reassembled in the auditorium,
Several students testified as to what
the day had meant and shared
further requests, Dr, Johnson then
called for earnest prayer centered
around three requests: for the
unsaved families of students, for
students’ physical and financial
needs, and for the spiritual needs of
those assembled.

One refrain was repeated by
several studenis who testified:
“Thank God for a school where
people believe in prayeri”

““WORLD OUTREACH SUNDAY’’
BEGINS CHURCH'S NEW LIFE

SPARTANBURG, SC—North Spar-
tanburg Free Wili Baptist Church
celebrated **Worid QOutreach
Sunday” in its new facilities on
Belcher Road April 9. Pastor Robert
Rose led the congregation of 300 in
giving $557.12 to foreign missions.
Faith promises amounted to $270
per month,

Rev. Henry Van Kluyve, Foreign
Missions Department director of
deputation, climaxed a week of
services heid at the old location with
a special missions emphasis mes-
sage for the first service in the new
church.

Previously known as First Church,
Spartanburg, the congregation
moved to their new $210,000
building after 10 years of planning
and praying. The brick edifice,
located on seven acres, provides 16
classrooms and is centrally heated
and cooled. The sanctuary, which
seats 400, has laminated beams.
Attendance averages 150, ac-
cording to Pastor Rose.

NASHVILLE NEWSMAN FETED
8Y LOCAL PASTDRS

NASHVILLE, TN--The Metropolitan
Free Will Baptist Pastors
Association of Nashvilie hosted an
appreciation dinner May 23 for retir-
ing religious news editor Bob Beil Jr,
of The Nashville Banner.

Bell left the Nashville paper in
May after 27 years as church news
editor {0 assume a pubtic relations
post. During his years at the Banner,
Mr. Bell was hailed for his fairness
and ethics in reporting church news.,

Cofer’s Chapel pastor Eugene
Waddell spoke of his deep apprecia-
tion for Beli because of the kindness
shown to Free Will Baptists by the
reporter. Executive Secretary Rufus
Coffey lJauded Bell's professionalism
and genuine warmih,

Mr. Bell spoke informally to the
group and cited the great untapped
resource of effective church bulletin
usage. He pled for accuracy in all
news reporting.

Bell confirmed his commitment to
a God-calied ministry. He under-
scored the necessity for preachers
to become experts in biblical truth
and not wander into adjacent fields.
The retiring newsman urged local
pastors to utilize newspaper ads in
promeoting community awareness of
their churches,

Bell concluded by praising the
Free Will Baptist reputation in Nash-
vilie. “'You have the solid historical
background that people want. You
have learned to shun the very ap-
pearange of evil. You have a reputa-
tion that others in this city wish they
had.”
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SOUTHERN BAPTIST MEMBERSHIP
RISES 160,594 T0 13,083,199

NASHVILLE, TN {EP}—The Southern Baptist
Corvention, largest Protestant body in the
U.S., has topped the 13 million mark in mem-
bership. in fiscal year 1976-1977 the conven-
tion added 160,564 members, bringing the
total to 13,083,199.

During the year total receipts for the
cenvention rose by 9.2 percent to a total of
£1.8 billion. Mission gifts increased by 10.3
percent, just short of $27 million, o a total of
nearly $290 million.

The denomination received a serious blow,
however, in a 10.1 percent deciine in bap-
tisms, from 384,496 to 345,690, the church’s
lowest ebb since 1949,

WORLD EVANGELISM TV SPECIAL
PRESENTED ON PRIME TIME

MINNEAPCLIS, MN (EP)—About 200 angry
viewers called station WCCO-TV, the CBS
affiliate here, when they found that five hours
of prime {ime were being preempted for the
1978 Worid Evangelism Special.”

But supporters of the religious TV spectac-
vlar were much more numercus than critics,
judging by the volume of pledges of money
and prayers telephoned to the sponsor of the
special, the Worlid Literature Crusade.

Almost 2,500 callers from some 200 upper
Midwest communities promised to devote
648,000 quarter hours of prayer for world
evangelism during the coming year and
pledged to give more than $240,000, enough
to finance Christian literature for some 24
million peopte.

The World Literature Crusade paid $25,000
to WCCO-TV and a 15 percent commission to
an agency for the five hours of choice view-
ing time. It is also buying time on some 120
other U.5. television siations for similar
showings this year. The special also will be
shown in Australia.

HIGH COURT UPHOLDS FBI RAIO,
REJECTS SCIENTOLOGY CHURCH PLEA

WASHINGTON, DC {(EP)—The Church of
Scientology's charge that a raid on its head-
quarlers here last July by the FBI was uncon-
stitutional has been rejected by the U.S.
Supreme Court.

The justices declined {c review a decision
by the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of
Columbia that a search warrant and a 33-
page affidavit were iegally adequate 1o justify
the FBI's raid.

FBlI agents simultaneously raided
Scientology Church offices in Washington
and Los Angeles, using identically worded
warranis. They seized numerous documents,
ailegedly in a search for documents stolen
from the government. The two raids have
been handled in separate court cases.

DOCTOR FINDS THAT THINGS
GO BETTER WITH FAITH

NEW BRIGHTON, MN (EP)—A physician told
members of Cross of Glory Lutheran Church
here that peopie with faith in God live better,
do betler during fllness and die better.

Dr. John Brown, president of the Minnesota
chapter of the American Cancer Society, said
years of caring for the terminally il have
taught him; “People with faith jusi do it
better."

The absence of fear of dying *is reailly a
positive force,” Dr. Brown said. He added
that patients without faith suffer more. “Thay
bacome bitter because they think they're
about to lose all they have, To them, this life is
the whole ball game."’

CHARISMATIC MOVEMENT
HELD IN CONFLICT WITH BIBLICAL
DOCTRINEBY SYNOO UNIT

ST. LOUIS (EP)~The Commission on Theolo-
gy and Church Relations {CTCR) of the
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod says
“some of the practices and theological
tenets’” of the charismatic movement “‘con-
flict with biblical doctrine.”

Its statement, “The Lutheran Church and
the Charismatic Movement: Guidelines for
Congregations and Pastors,” considers
"perhaps the most sericus doctrinal preblem
of this movement” to be 'its tendency to
claim direct spiritual illumination apart from
the Word, a malady that may have its origin in
a toss of confidence in the divine efficacy of
the bare Word."

A new CTCR document reiterates princi-
ples which speak of "'concerns' set forth ina
1972 document, "“The Charismatic Move-
ment and Lutheran Theology'': (1) “Spiritual
gifts are not to be considered means of
grace'”; (2) “'God has not promised to reveal
His will to us directly and immediately
(without meang), as for example through
visions and dreams ''; (3) “Special signs and
wonders are not indispensable guarantees
that the Spirit of God dwells within an individ-
ual”’; (4) "Faith in Christ does not necessarily
eliminate illness and affliction from the life of
a Chrigtian'; {5) “Christian certainty is not
based on ‘feeling’ but on the objective
promises of the Gospel'”; (6) '* 'Baptism with
the Spirit’ is net a basis for church
feliowship’'; and (7) ' The gift of the Holy Spirit
does not necessarily include exiraordinary
spiritual gifts.™

PRIVATE SCHOOLS IN AMERICA
ESTIMATED TO NUMBER 17,950

WASHINGTON, DC (EP)---There are an esti-
mated 4.8 million students in 17,850 non-
public schools in the United States, ac-
cording to a newly published federal survey.

Nonpublic school enroliment accounts for
9.8 percent of the estimated total of
49,139,000 pupils in the nation's elementary
and secondary schools, the National Center
for Education Statistics reported.

The overwhelming majority of private
schools have religious affiliations, according
to the report, and nearly % of all nonpublic
school pupiis are in Catholic schoois.

STATE TROOPER RESIGNS
TO SPEND TIME IN CHURCH

SILER CITY, NC (EP)—A patroiman with five
years experience and an otherwise “'good"
record has resigned from the North Carolina
State Highway Patrol because, he said, his
superiors wouid not allow him to use his
supper hour to attend church services.

He said insubordination charges might be
brought against him if he continued to go to
church during his supper break.

Jackie Leon Franks, now a magistrate
nere, said, “It all came as a real shock to
me" when he was toid last November that he
was '"'going fo church too much" on patrol
time. He said he was called in by Highway
Patroi 8gt. J. S. Jones of Chatham County for
his annual evaluation report.

“There was just one complaint. Sgt. Jones
said | was going to church teo much, He said
i was spenging toc much patrol time in
church. He said he was doing it because the
other men might resent it if { had a different
supper hour."

COMPUTERS ASSESS SPIRITUAL
INVENTORY

PORTLAND, ©CR ({EP)—A counseior at
Western Conservative Baptist Seminary and
his associates have worked out a computer-
ized program to help a Christian discover his
spiritual gifts and learn how to use them best,

Gordon McMinn directs the program
designed to uncover biblical concepts of the
meaning of each giit.

The gift of exhortation, for example, is like
the gift of counseiing, of assisting a person
with problems, or of sticking with one who
needs help and counseling, McMinn explains,

He said the gift of the “‘word of wisdom"’
includes skills for arbitration in case of strife
and contains the idea of being a concitiator.

The seminarian tries not to oversell his
product, 8ut when a student gets through the
inventory, he has a good idea of what
spiritual gifts he possesses, McMinn
believes. He is currently a counselor at the
Beaverton Family Counseling Center.

DIAL A BIBLE STORY
POPULAR WITH CHILDREN

MINNEAPCLIS, MN {EP)—A suburban con-
gregation here has launched a *'Dial-a-Story™
program 1o allow elementary-age children to
hear stories of the Bible over the telephcne
and learn how they relate to their lives.

By calling an advertised number, chiidren
can hear a prerecorded Bible story which
lasts three minutes or less. A different story is
recorded each week.

The project is sponsored by Messiah
United Methodist Church in suburban
Wayzata. The first story recorded for the pro-
ject was about Noah. It featured Messian's
pastor, Rev. Richard M. Harper, and Stacy
Amcld, 7, a second grade student,









