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50-YARD LINE (From page 3)

not sports-minded may feel
rejected although he or she is well-
rounded otherwise. As Christians,
we dare not let sports dominate
our lives to the extent that other
believers are excluded from our
fellowship because all we talk
about are ballgames and all-stars.

TIMELESS
SCRIPTURAL PRINCIPLES
The Word of God provides

authority in all our interests, includ-
ing athletics. Certain  Bibiical
principles serve as guidelines in
our approach to sports.

The first principle is that of pro-
per priorities. We are to seek first
the kingdom of God and His
righteousness (Maithew 6:33). Paul
gives the correct outlook in |

Paul exhorts Timothy to be 'an
example of the believers” (i
Timothy 4:12) in all aspects of life.
He also reminds us in Philippians
2:15 that we should be “blameless
and harmiess,”’ shining lights in the
world. The Christian glorifies God
both in body and in spirit (| Corin-
thians 6:20).

fn spite of contrary opinion, a
Christian athlete can maintain a
consistent testimony. He gives his
best, even on the practice field.
His language and manner support
rather than tear down his witness
for the Lord.

The spectator who is a godly
exampie wiil aiso manifest a whole-
some attitude toward opposing
players and fans as well as toward
the officials. This does not mean
that he just sits passively while he

“When two young men from
neighboring churches refuse to
speak to each other because of a
basketball game, we're in serious

trouble.”

Timothy 4:8, where he reminds us
that, *'. .. bodily exercise profiteth
little: but godliness is profitable
unto all things ... ."

Athletics are valuable, but living
for God is more valuable. To serve
Him must be cur highest aim. The
Christian athlete is to put God first
even on the playing field.

This goes for the Christian
sports fan as well. His time and
energy belong first and primarily to
the Lord, not to the Yankees or the
Cowboys. Would that the zest
some Christians display over ball-
games be transformed into zeal
dedicated to the work of God!

A second principle which we
must apply to our sports activities
centers around our example as
Christians.

watches a ballgame; certainly he
roots and cheers. Yet his behavior
is positive in nature. He yells for
his team, not at the other. His con-
duct is spirited, but not bitter; he
does not look down upon those
who are less sports-minded than
he. This kind of player, this kind of
fan, adorns the doctrine of God; he
is a worthy example.

The principle of self-control also
bears upon our sports involvement.
Paul observes that, ... everyone
who competes in the games
exercises self-control in all things”
{| Corinthians 9:25, NASB).

The Holy Spirit produces the
fruit of temperance in the lives of
Christians yielded to Him. When a
Christian toses control of himself,
whether he is a player on the fieid

or a fan in the seats, his testimony
is marred. Self-control comes only
through a constant exercise of dis-
cipline, a complete submission to
the Holy Spirit.

The Christian athlete and spec-
tator can gain great benefit from
sports participation. Bodily dis-
cipline and physical development
are vital for the believer since his
body is the temple of the Holy
Spirit. Beth fan and player leamn
the value of team spirit, coopera-
tion, and good sportsmanship. The
challenge of giving one’s best
builds self-confidence In young
men and women, Danger comes,
however, when athletics absorb
our time and interest to the ex-
clusion of all efse. Cur preoccupa-
tion with sports is then sinful in-
deed.

We shouid encourage our young
people to participate in athletic
activities; yet far more importantly,
we must instill within them these
vitat principies from the Word of
God. The priority of the Lord's
work, Christian example, and self-
controb must temper our sports
interest,

When we live by these prin-
ciples, who knows? -—maybe
October will be just another month
for television repairmen.

ABOUT THE WRITEFR: Garnett Reid is pastor
of Cross Timbers Free Will Baptist Church,
Nashville, Tennessee. A



















































QUTREACH TO THE UNREACHED
i8 an enlargement campaign
designed to inform, inspire and stim-
ulate an active lay participation. The
materials are simply written, color-
ful, refatively inexpensive and easy
to use.

The campaign will organize com-
petition on the basis of average
Sunday school attendance during
the Spring Quarter, 1978 (March,
April, May) as follows:

Division A over 500 average
Division B 400-500 average
Division C 300-399 average
Division D 200-299 average
Division E 150-199 average
Division F 100-149 average
Divigion G 50- 99 average
Division H under 49 average

FALL ENLARGEMENT CAMPAIGN ‘OUTREACH TO THE UNREACHED’

This enlargement campaign will
begin on Sunday October 1, 1978
and continue through Sunday
October 29, 1978. Sunday schools
which experience the greatest per-
centage of gain over the thirteen
weeks average aitendance for
March, April, May, 1978 will be
declared winners and recognized
with appropriate awards denoting
first and second ptace.

The present size of your Sunday
school does not prevent you from
being eligible to win in your division.
Campaign materials are available
from the Sunday Schoo! Depart-
ment. The deadline for entering the
campaign is September 30, 1978.
PLEASE ORDER YOUR MATERIALS
EARLY,

BIBLE COLLEGE ANNOUNCES
““WELCOME DAYS™'

NASHVILLE, TN—AIl high school
juniors and seniors are invited to
"Welcome Days'' on the Free Will
Baptist Bible College campus. Two
exciting weekends are being
planned for prospective students
who wish to “‘get a taste’ of what
college life is all about: November
30-December 2, 1978, or April
12-14,1979,

Visitors will be treated to a choir
and drama presentation, classroom
visits, and sports activities. They
should bring their own sleeping bag,
towel and washcloth, and plan to
stay in the dormitory. All meals wili
be provided. Total cost for an ex-
citing and informative weekend is
only $7.50 per person.

Notify the coliege as far in ad-
vance as possible of your plans to
attend. For reservations or ad-
ditional information, write:

Mr. Tom Sass

c/o Free Will Baptist Bible College

Box 50117

Nashvilie, TN 37205

GREENWOOD MiSSION SECURES
LAND PURCHASE AGREEMENT

GREENWOQOQOD, MS—~Twovyearsafter
Mississippi state missionary Steve
Nichols moved to Greenwood the
mission voted to purchase the 2.8
acres they had been renting since
August, 1976.

The mission church purchased
the land for $16,000. Prior agree-
ment by the property owner allowed
the group to subtract the total rent
paid from the $16,000. This mag-
nanimous gesture saved Green-
wood Mission $2,000. Another
$4,000 down payment was provided
by mission friends and members.

Arrangements have been made to
pay the $10,000 balance in monthly
installments of $153.39 according to
Steve Nichols. Plans are now
moving ahead tfo a projected
buiiding program on the site.

COLORADO GROUP DEDICATES FOURTH CHURCH IN STATE

GREELEY, CC—Highland Hills Free
Wili Baptist Church, Greeley, cele-
brated the conclusion of a 14-month
construction project May 28 when
missionary pastor Bob Thomas and
120 participants dedicated a newly
completed auditorium.

All four Colorado Free Will Baptist
churches shared in the festive
occasion. Home Missions Depart-
ment Director Roy Thomas, brother
of missionary Bob Thomas,
preached the dedication message.

Reverend and Mrs. Bob Thomas
were commissioned in  August,
1974. They had 41 in attendance at
their first service. The group met in

Greeley's Disabled American
Veterans Building from 1974 until
March, 1978,

On March 5, the 70-member con-
gregation moved into this 3,400
square feet edifice. Colorado Free
Will Baptist men did most of the
work on the church after ground
breaking services on April 24, 1977.
Missionary Thomas supervised con-
struction.

The fully carpeted brick structure
has a baptistry and seven class-
rooms. Sanctuary seating capacity
i8 170. The property and buiiding are
valued at $150,000.

Highland Hills Free Will Baptist Church, Greeley, Colorado,
dedicates new auditorium.
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A. Our primary responsibility is the
establishment of new churches. Of
course, we try to help everybody
we can. We hold many services in
churches and do what we can to
encourage along the way, but |
believe our primary responsibility
must remain the establishing of
new churches,

Q. A fulltime Free Will Baptist mis-
sionary in every state—now, how
realistic is that? Is this really a
long distance down the road or
likely in the foreseeable future?

A. If we Jook at our history it will
take a while. We just haven't
moved that fast. But if somehow
our people could catch a vision for
home missions and get a burden
for these states and if we could get
preachers, we could enter those
states immediately. People will
support the preacher who is willing
1o go.

Q. The denomination is currently
supporting 35 home missicnaries.
How many home missionaries, in
theory, could the denomination
support on a fulltime basis if a
push of this sort was really popular
with the people?

A. | would really like to see us
raise our missionary force to 50
couples in the near future. ! think
our denomination could support
100 couples, Our motto has been
"a missionary in every state for a
church in every city.” All we have
toward that right now is the motto.
We still need to get the mission-
aries to go with it,

Q. Roy, you have stayed on the
road for the past 72 years. it's
going to be an adjustment gearing
for administration. How do you
view your role in this transition
period?

A. | intend to get off the road
some but not completely. If | could
cut my traveling down to just Sun-
day services, | could be in the
office during the week and deal
with administrative problems.

That would aiso give me time
during the week to visit some of
our missionaries. | think it is bad
when a missionary is out there
having problems and nobody can
go help him.

Q. What program can you deveiop
that will allow you to stay off the
road except on weekends?

A. | plan to promote the idea of a
Home Mission Sunday where |
wouid go to a local church during
the Sunday school hour and teach
on home missions to everyone
from the Junior age level up—put
them all in a combined class. Then
I'd preach an evangelistic sermon
during the worship service.

Sunday evening during the CTS
hour or before preaching service
we could have a soul winning
seminar. We could plan a big day
and give home missions a solid
push. If churches would adopt
such a program it would help us.

Q. Your bi-monthly publication
MISGION GRAMS is a unique iool.
How do you see the ministry of
MISSION GRAMS in assisting the

depariment?
A. MISSION GRAMS acquaints our
people with what's happening

across the mission fields. With
MiSSION GRAMS | plan to major
on what the missionaries are doing
and try to keep our people in-
formed as much as possible about
what the office is doing.

| don’t think at this point that we
will have as many front page ar-
ticies in the future but will use
more pictures and short stories.

Q. Do you anticipate increasing
the number of pages per issue in
MISSION GRAMS or increasing the
number of times annually the pub-
lication is printed?

A. Not right now but { want to look
at it for the future. At the present
time the subscription list is about
55,000,

Q. What's the greatest obstacle to
accomplishing your goals and insti-
tuting new programs?

A. From the missionary’s stand-
point the greatest obstacle is that
of securing meoney for land and
buildings. H we could scale that
hurdle it would cut a couple of
years off the missionary’s work in
most cases.

But from the people’s standpoint
the obstacle is indifference and un-
concern about our cause., We are
stilt in the educational stage in our
denomination,

Every missionary sent out has
raised his money in a short time
bui we still have churches who
never think about home missions
for their missionary conferences.
Some never think about home mis-
sions in any of their giving, We still
have unconquered tferritory.

Good men across the country
would like to start churches but
are afraid of failure or afraid of the
unknown. We just need God to
move on the hearts of qualified
men who could do us a good job.

Q. The denomination has placed
on your shoulders the responsibility
of being Director of this depart-
ment. What has prepared you for
this office?

A. By way of background, home
missions is ail | have ever known. |
was saved in the first Free Will
Baptist Church arganized in Idaho.
| ' went into service, and while | was
in the Air Force ! started a Free
Wilt Baptist Church in Artesia, New
Mexico.

That experience caused me to
see my need of training, so | came
to Free Will Baptist Bible Coliege.
When [ left Bible College | went out
as a National Home Missionary to
Denver, Cclorado, and started the
first Free Will Baptist church in the
state. When our church became
self-supporting | was elected to the
Home Mission Board.

| served on the board for eight
years (from 1963-1971). | came to
the National Offices as Associate
Director in 1971. | was allowed to
travel across the country as Asso-
ciate Director for 7V years. | have
been connected directly with
Home Missions Depariment either
as a missionary, board member or
office staff since 1960.

| hope our people pray that God
will give me wisdom to deal with
the probiems we must face. 4
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