

































































BETHEL BIBLE COLLEGE
INITIATES NEW CONCEPT
EDUCATION

PAINTSVILLE, KY-—Bethel Bible
College, Paintsville, is offering a
new concept in Free Will Baptist
education circles this fafl as its
1978-1979 program is launched.
President J. D. O'Donnell has
termed this education outreach a
mobile institute. Classes will be held
at the base school in Paintsville and
at several other locations in Ken-
tucky and states adjoining Eastern
Kentucky.,

For some time now Free Will
Baptist leaders in this area have
recognized the need for training
ministers and Christian workers in
the Mountain States. Edward Young,
pastor of Southside Church, Paints-
ville, established Bethel Bible
College to help meet this need.
Others with Pastor Young recog-
nized the need to branch out and
bring the training program within
reach of many more. The mobile
institute program will be an effort to
achieve that goal,

Dr. O'Donneil and teachers re-
lated directly to the base schoo! in
Paintsville wili be teaching in at
least three locations in 12-week
ferms in the fall and spring. Other
locations will be staffed by teachers
cooperating with and under the guig-
ance of Bethel Bible College.
Sateilite schools are planned for
Virginia, Tennessee, West Virginia

S s e o

Bethel Bible College purchases new property

and Chio.

The school is purchasing property
in Paintsville so that its ministry wifi
be distinct from any local church.
The work of Bethet Bibie College wili
be directed by 12 men chosen from
each district association in Ken-
tucky and from adjoining states,

Though presently called a
college, the school will not offer
academically accredited work. It is
an adult program of education

planned to appeal to ministers and
Christian workers who will be unable
to pursue academic degrees. The
Board of Directors feeis this is the
specific need which the school's
program should seek to fill at this
time.

Ail inquiries about the school
should be addressed to Bethel Bible
College, Box 1226, Paintsville, KY,
41240.

DIVERGENT MINORITY OPINION
SURFACES IN LOCAL CHURCH
SURVEY

GARNER, NC—Garner Free Will
Baptist Church, Garner, conducted
a survey among its members and
printed the results in the May issue
of THE LINK, monthly church pubii-
cation. The survey consisted of 22
questions. Sixty questionnaires
were distributed to church members
16 years old and above; 67 percent
were returned.

Pastor Luther Sanders reported
some interesting findings. Two per-
cent of those responding felt that
Sunday evening services were un-

important but all felt midweek
services were important.

Fifteen percent believed the
church shouid raise its budget by
soliciting funds from business firms,
selling products in the name of the
church and sponsoring rummage
sales while only five percent
believed tithing was not God’s pfan
for supporting the church,

Thirty-eight percent of responding
members did not believe they
contributed to making the church a
better church. In fact 15 percent
believed they made it a weaker
church,

All members responding affirmed
belief in the Plenary Verbal inspira-

tion of God's Word, They aiso
viewed the local church as the
means of fulfilling Christ's Great
Commission and believed that the
church is composed of all believers
regardiess of denomination,
nationality or race.

To conclude the questionnaire,
those responding listed items most
needed to help the church grow
both numerically and spiritually. The
five suggestions given the highest
priority were (1) more faithfulness
among members, {2) visitation
program involving everyone, (3)
more personal involvement, (4) a
program designed for youth and (5)
more special music.
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For those who have been wondering about
the many uses of the Free Wiil Baptist
Hymnal, CONTACT suggests they write
Pastor Charles MiHller, First FWB Church,
Desoto, MO. Pastor Milier has published 22
suggested uses for the hymn book; some are
humorous, some are serious. They will all
keep your attention,

Two faymen were honored in worship
services on June 18 at First FWB Church,
Fort Smith, AR. Leo King and Jim Keller
were presented plagues for many years faith-
ful service at the church. Rupert Plxiey
pastors.

An explosion ruined most of the Church Hill
Rescue Squad’'s radio eguipment. Being a
community minded group, First FWB Church,
Church Hill, TN, led by Pastor M, C, Taylor
received a special offering to help restore the
destroyed equipment.

Pastor Douglas Roberson, Forest Grove
FWB Church, Knoxville, TN, seems {0 have
found the secret to abolish summer ieidowns.
Pastor Roberson gave his people three
summer vacation principles to carry with
them during the hot months, Principie one:
Don't rob God to pay for your vacation.
Principle two: Secure your replacement or
call your superintendent. Principle three:
Come back to your church as soon as you get
home. Looking back on your summer vaca-
tion, how did you do?

Guymon FWB Church, Guymon, OK,
conducted dedication and homecoming
services June 10, Wade Jernigan, Executive
Secrelary California State Association of
Free Will Baptists, preached the dedication
message. Jernigan began the church in 19586,
The newly constructed facilities were begun
in 1977, Odle Nuntey pasiors.

It was a busy and successful summer at
0Oid Reyno FWB Church, Reyna, AR. Pastor
Jimmie Bundy reports the church conducted
its first missionary conference and gave a
record offering of $1400 to the Jim M¢Lains,
Shortly after the missionary conference a
week long Vacation Bible School resulted in
14 salvation decisions, 11 baptisms and 10
new members for the church,

One hundregd percent advancement in one
year was recorded by First FWB Church,
Youngstown, OH. Pastor Bill McCarty and
members voted {o send five percent of the
income in 1977 to the Cooperative Plan. in
1978 they jumped Cooperative Plan allotment
to 1C percent. Pastor McCariy said, “'You
can’t outgive God."

It was revival time at Wakefield FWB
Church, Wakefield, OH. When evangelist
Clovis Vanover, Columbus, OH, completed a
{two-week preaching engagement, 23 hag
been saved. Robert Adkins pastors.

The Jim Henderson family was com-
missioned by the Ohio State Home Mission
Board in a special service at Harrlson FWB
Church, Minford, OH. The Henderson family
is serving in Washington Courthouse, OH.

Williams Road FWB Church, Columbus,
OH, believes in investment toward a radio
broadcast. Teens and adults sponsored a
waik-a-thon anc¢ collected more than $400
toward the church's radio broadcast, Jamas
Blair pastors,

The Indlan Creek Associatlon in Missouri
conducted its 1978 missions conference with
missionaries Charlotte Tallent, Bob Francis,

B#1 Fuicher and Jim McLain, The total cash
cffering received was nearly $2500, Monthly
pledges tailied more than $174 for the
coming year,

Free Will Baptist Churches of South
Goorgla Assoclation, Georgia, raised almost
$11,000 in cash and commitments for Frea
Wil Baptlist Bible College in a Victory Dinner
held May 13 in Jessup, GA. Dr. L. C. John-
son, President, addressed the participants.

In a special service at First FWB Church,
Poteau, OK, Bill Jonas, President Hiltsdale
Free WIIl Baptist College, presented a
plague honoring Bill Barber for many years of
faithful service on the Hillsdale College Board
of Trustees. Richard Gallant pastors.

The eight month report from $t. James
FWB Church, Phenix City, AL, has a ring of
victory in it. Pastor Dennis Ksen reports that
in eight months 59 have joined the church, 44
have made professions of faith, angd 35 were
baptized.

Calvary FWB Church, Norman, OK,
conducted dedication services for their new
buitding on July 9. The faciiities were erecled
on a five acre lot purchased by the congre-
gation. O. T, Dixon was principal speaker at
the dedication services, Clarence Hearron
pastors.

Paul Ketteman, Director of Public
Relations, Free Will Baptist Bible Collegs,
was guest speaker at Hamilton FWB Church,
Hamilton, AL, for a coilege day in June.
Pastor W, B. Hughes said cash offerings and
faith promise commitments exceeded $500.

A new program has begun at First FWB
Church, Benton, IL. Pastor Gene Norris has
divided the membership into seven teamsg
with one deacon in charge of each team.
Team members are responsible for visiting
absentees and prospects. Each deacon
(undershepherd) assists the pastor in
meeting the needs of the congregation. This
is the kind of cooperation that will multiply a
minister's effectiveness in the community.

Sometimes an 8.0.8. isn't ali that bad. in
South Roxana, IL, Pastor Jim Walker
provided new meaning for the old letters
5.0.8. which signify disaster. He substituted
the words “‘Super Offering Sunday.” That
was precisely what happened. On Super
Offering Sunday at Bethel FWB Church each
member was asked to give a week's pay or
whatever they feit they couid give. The of-
fering soared over the $7000 mark,

Homer's Chapel FWB Church, Black
Mountain, NC, has completed a two-story
unit housing both c¢hurch services and
Sunday schooi, The $170,000 project was
begun March 19. Pastor Earl Bittle said
members did the work on the building.

Something out of the ordinary occurred at
Southside FWB Church, Paintsville, KY, on
June 18. Pastor Eddie Young announced an
August push for $3000 to be given 1o Bethel
Bible College. After hearing Pastor Young's
appeal, a visitor who happened to be at
Southside Church that morning approached
the pastor after the service and handed him a
check. The check was for $3000. Bethel Bible
College’s new President, Dr. J. D. O’Donnaell,
was elated as he shared the good news.

What was billed as a revival meeting in the
Northeast turned out to be a Free Will Baptist
Historical search for George C. Lee, pastor of
Victory FWB Church, Goldsboro, NC. Pastor

Lee had scheduled revival services with
Carrolt FWB Church, Twin Mountain, NH.
Bonus to the revival effort, as far as Lee was
concerned, was the securing of 14 hard-to-
find Free Will Baptist history books. It word of
this find travels very far, Pastor CliHford
Arthur in Twin Mountain will have the Free
Will Bapfist historians lined up at his gate
ready to preach revivals for him.

How many churches do you know that
place an offering box in the vestibule rather
than passing the offering piate during ser-
vices? |f you are ever in Wilson, NC, drop by
for a visit al Peace FWB Church where
Gordon Sebastlan pastors., According to
church statistics offering box receipts
average over $3000 per week at Peace
Church.

When asked how his members viewed the
rather unorthodox way of receiving Sunday
offerings, Pastor Sebastian replied, ''The last
poll taken in our church indicated that most of
ouf members preferredthe box overthe plate.
However, this does not mean that they do not
find any fauit with this method. The two chief
complaints are that it is very easy to go home
with your tithes in your pocket and many
people are used to thinking of giving their
offering as part of their worship,”

This sounds like something out of a spy
novel but it reaily comes from College Lakes
FWB Church, Fayetteville, NC. Pastor Bobby
Smith in observing his third anniversary at
the church surprised a number of people by
appointing an Elimination Committee., The
erstwhile Elimination Committee was not to
harm anyone but it was given insiructions to
“eliminate™ the debt on the parsonage. Ten
couples were approached to contribute $400
each {0 eradicate the $4000 indebtedness.

Thirty-four new members were enrolied at
First FWB Church, Ardmore, OK, as a direct
resuit of the Twelve Discipies Campaign used
in  8Sunday school promotion. Several
members recorded perfect attendance and a
number received award books for bringing
six or more visitors, Delbert Akin pastors.

The day of the church radio program is far
from over accarding 1o Pastor Homer Young
of Capltol Hill FWB Church, Oklahoma City,
OK. Young writes, “"One of the greatest
periods of time in the life of this church was
when a 30-minute broadcast was held each
Sunday afternoon."” Young has challenged 13
people to give $40 each to cover a weekly 30-
minute radio program in a three-month ex-

perimental venture.
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Tribute to Letcher Fields, Deacon

That Mississippi
Deacon

“"For those who have served
well as deacons obtain for
themselves a high standing
and great confidence in the
faith that is in Christ Jesus”’ (!
Timathy 3:13 NASV).

There lives such a man as Paul
has described. He makes his home
in Columbus, Mississippi. He is a
member of First Free Will Baptist
Church, Columbus. The §3-year-old
shoe salesman has been a spiritual
leader in northern Mississippi for 47
years.

Deacon Letcher Fields presents a
clean life, a heart void of malicious-
ness and a determined purpose to
serve the Lord. He loves the lost, the
church and his pastor.

Brother Fields can best be
described as the pastor’s friend, He
loves every pastor his church has
had and extends his ioyalty to each.
This man’s love is fueled by an abid-
ing belief that the pastor is God’s
man in the church and community.

Everything Letcher Fields does
revolves around the church and his
work for the Lord. He has
“"deaconed’’ for 38 years~——visiting,
witnessing, loving saint and sinner
alike.

Mr. Fields was the first man in his
church to tithe. He decided that
other things could go lacking but
God’s work must not. He didn’t stop
with the tithe, but he gave beyond-—
one of his great loves being Free
Wil Baptist Bibte College.

In 1976, Brother Fields was
stricken with cancer. It was a type
generally fatal. However, treatment
has brought his 1o remission.

To know this deacon is 1o love
him. He has truly earned Paul's
commendation of “'high standing in
Christ Jesus."

Typical of the Letcher Flelds
philosophy on Christian living is his
statement: "'Studying the Bible will
put the good facts in your head. But
the life you live will show if any has
gotten to your heart."” &

DIRECTORY UPDATE

ALABAMA

Jim Turnbough to First Church,
Enterprise  from Bethel Church,
Ashiand City, TN

ARKANSAS

Steve Trail to First  Church,
Jacksonville from New Home Church,
M1, Pleasant

John Staggs to East Side Church,
Muldrow, OK

D. L. Wright to Lodi Church, Langley
from Clarksville Church, Clarksvilte

Gary Elder to Pine Hijl Church, Star
City from Hannon Church, Liberal, MO

CALIFORNIA

James Farmer to Norwalk Church,
Norwaik

Ron Scott to Tulare Church, Tulare

George Bryant to Lompoc Church,
Lompoc

Charles Marshail to Ontario Church,
Ontario from Pioneer Church, Ontario

GEORGIA

Alton Everson to Bemiss Church,
Valdosta from Philadelphia Church,
Folkston

INDIANA

Ronnie Floyd to Valiey Grove
Church, Anderson from Faith Church,
Norton, VA

MISSOUR]

Nathan Rubie to Fordland Church,
Fordland from Northside Church,
Phoenix, AZ

Millard Sasser to Grant Avenue
Church, Springfield from First Church,
Seattle, WA

QOKLAHOMA
Lonnie Hall to Sand Springs Church,
Sand Springs

TENNESSEE
Garnett Reid to Cross Timbers
Church, Nashville

TEXAS

M. B. Lunsford to Bible Church,
Odessa from Felker Church, Valliant,
OK

M. L. Crosby to First Church, Waco
from First Church, Crowell

VIRGINIA

Murray Southwell to Bloss Memorial
Church, Arlington from Waynesville
Church, Waynesville, MO

OTHER PERSONNEL

R. H. McCuin to First Church, Fort
Smith, AR, as associate minister from
Mt Bethel Church, Rose Bud, as
pastor

Cart Dunn to Chillicothe Church,
Chillicothe, ©H, as assistant pastor

Granville Garreit to First Church,
Vernon, TX, as assistant pastor

Nate Ange {o Fairmount Park
Church, Norfoik, VA, as youth director
from First Church, Dothan, AL, as
youth pastor









