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aul instructed Timothy his
son t0 ‘'be instant in season
and out of season.”

This exhortation was clearly
exemplified in the life of Joseph,
Jacob's son. Joseph was indeed a
man for all seasons—not a man
who changed with every circum-
stance, but a man who was con-
sistent in every situation.

THE TRIALS HE ENDURED

Joseph knew what it was to be
“out of season.” Due to the ex-
cesses of his father and the envy of
his brothers, Joseph was cast into
the pit (See Genesis 37). Jacob
should have known better than to
express such favoritism, for that
very thing had caused much trouble
in his early home life {(See Genesis
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25:28; 27:41), yet Joseph was not at
fault. Of course, the envy of his
brothers was totally inexcusable,
Thus began the trials of Joseph,

From the pit Joseph went to the
prison (See Genesis 39). Having
been sold as a slave in Egypt,
Joseph soon became the trusted
manager of Potiphar's house. He
alsc became the target of tempta-
tions from Potiphar’s wife.

Again Joseph lost a coat, and
again lies were told about him, and
again Joseph suffered through no
fault of his own. In the prison
Joseph’s trials were worsened by
the thoughtlessness of the chief
butler (See Genesis 40).

Joseph then found himseif alone
in a prison in Egypt with no friends
and no family to comfort him.
Though his purity was admirable, his
persecutions were awful, However,
there is no indication that Joseph
had ever considered any other
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JOSEPH (From page 3)

Granted, he had the dreams of his
youth, but even these were not
specifically stated to have been
messages from God (though, in-
deed, they uliimately proved to be).
Nonetheless, Joseph displayed a
character that was of sterling qual-
ity.

The revival and rededication at
Bethel {See Genesis 35) probably
had a positive effect in the life of
Joseph, However, there must have
been a personal dedication fo
righteousness based upon a per-
sonal dependence upon God. The
triais that Joseph endured served to
further strengthen this dedication,
Without doubt, this dedication to
righteousness was the determining
factor in Joseph's character.

THE TRUTHS HE EXEMPLIFIED

One noteworthy aspect about the
life of Joseph is the truths he
exemplified, Numerous Bible truths
are clearly illustrated in the life of
Joseph.

Where could one find a more
perfect illustration of Romans 8:287
The pit and the prison led utlimately
to the palace, Joseph's suffering
placed him in a position of service.
Again, what better example of the
Beatitudes can be found outside the
life of Christ?

Joseph also shows that the provi-
dential guidance of God can be a
positive reality in the life of His child,
and that a life of purity is a real
possibility, even in the most adverse
of circumstances.

The life of Joseph sorely rebukes
us for our foolish excuses and
inexcusable failures. It rebukes our
weak commitment to righteousness
and our want of real consistency.

At the same time the life of
Joseph reassures us. It reminds us
that our God will never leave us nor
forsake us, that He will supply all our
needs, and that we can do all things
through Him who gives us strength
and enables us to be more than a
man for all seasons—He enables us
{0 be godly men in every season.

ABOUT THE WRITER: Sam Truett is pastor of
West Calvary Free Will Baptist Church,
Smithfield, North Carolina. A
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By Dale Burden

n His way to the cross, Jesus

paused to pray for His dis-

ciples (See John 17). The re-
sponsibility for carrying the gospel
to the ends of the earth was to fall
on their shoulders. They dare not
faif. He begged the heavenly Father
to keep them from the one thing that
would defeat them-——worldliness,

Down through the years serious
servants of God have realized the
most sinister threat to the cause of
Christ is worldliness. Love of this
world not only keeps many from
coming to Christ but causes many
like Demas to drop out ‘‘having
loved this present world’’ (Il Timothy
4:9).

Everyone is aware that worldli-
ness is rampant today. Dirty maga-
zines, dirty music, dirty movies and
TV have made aduitery and pro-
fanity a way of life. Unparalleled

The

- Folly
- (Of

Worldliness

prosperity has made material things
available as never before. Millions
are selling their souls for them,

A STRANGE SILENCE

No one Is blind to the fact that
worldliness is taking its toll In even
the best of our churches, Yet, there
is a strange silence on this subject.

Teenagers drop their Bibles on
their dressers beside piles of rock
records. Their shaggy halr and
sloppy, sensual styles make ciear
their friendship with the world is
what matters most to them even
though it makes them the enemy of
God (See James 4:4). It's there and
we cannot ignore it, be as charitable
aswe may.

Adults caught up in money-
making and materialism-—set on
getting all the latest “toys of time”
have no time, money or energy left
for the Lord’s work. We compliment
them on their latest raise and pro-
motion, brag on their new houses

and cars, but in our more sclemn
moments are forced to face the fact
they are laying up treasures in this
world because their hearis are
worldly,

Alas! We withess worldliness
even In the ministry. Unnecessary
second jobs. Dabbling in distracting
sidelines. A craving for financial
security and pushing for positions
that will guarantee such in future
years even at the expense of their
ministry.

This is worldliness. Thinking and
living like the world, Living for things
that feed the flesh and foster pride.
That's the Bible definition of worldii-
ness (See | John 2:15-17). We see it
but are silent about it—perhaps be-
cause we are too much a part of it.

BELIEVERS AND THE WORLD

In John 17 Jesus sets forth the
believer's relationship to this world.
Basically it is one of being in the
world, but not of it. Christ has saved
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SINGING  (From page 13)

program and is a valuable means of
reaching people and meeting
certain needs. Too ofien the hymn
has been used somewhat as the
seventh-inning stretch, filler or
diversionary tactic to get the folks
ready for worship.

If it is not an act of worship, we
are using far too much time, talent,
energy and money on music. if it is
an act of worship (and | believe il
shouid be), then it deserves our best
efforts.

Realization of the finest potential
depends on the attitude of every in-
dividual who is sharing in the praise
of God. Those who sit "out there™ in
front of the pulpit should be con-
sidered a congregation, not an
audience. Just to be awestruck in
the presence of God (or in the face
of a beautiful special number) is
imperfeci, inadequate, unworthy
worship.

We need to experience an awe of
God, but we should aiso experience
praise, adoration, thanksgiving,
coniession of sins and dedication of
our lives to His work. There is no
place for shallow, poorly rendered
hymns in worship, then.

" As our predecessors, we need 10
give some attention to the musical
composition (tune), which speaks to
our senses (heart), We should also
consider the texis {words) we sing,
for these will speak to our inteflect
(mind) and must provide the
message we need to hear. When
happily wed, the tune and text will
speak to our entire being (soul) and
cause us to sit together in
“heavenly places’' in worship of our
Lord.

We shouid sing unhesitatingly,
whole-heartediy as our souis are
gripped with the meaning of a hymn.
We should allow ourselves {0 be
completely engaged in the expres-
sion of our gratitude to God for His
love.

There is a place for special
(service) music in the worship ser-
vice, but not to the exclusion or
detriment of congregational singing
(hymnody). Guidelines for such

contributions by the choir or another
group or individual are similar to the
statement on worship in hymn
singing. Any number thai is neither
edifying to the c¢hurch nor
magnifying to God is not suitable for
use in the church (praise or prayer).
The church is no place to exhibit the
talents of a self-seeking artist who
ignores. the needs and interests of
the congregation in Christian music,

WITH ZEST OR FEELING

Some Christians have never ex-
perienced the joy of really entering
into a song service whole-heartedly,
Do not let a false sense of modesty
or timidity defeat you at this point.
Sing with gusto! Sing with emotive
force; Christianity has grounds for
excitement,

Exceptional music of the church
may '‘engage the mind, set the foot
tapping, the body tingling, penetrat-
ing to the depths of the soul” (Love-
lace and Rice, p. 16). Goosebumps
need not be out of place in church.

Good church music should stir
the emotions of the Christian. How-
ever, we do need fo recognize the
difference between emotion and
sentimentality—the latter tends to
be emotion for the sake of emotion;
an enjoyment of seif rather than
God. 1t is the difference in feeling
good and working Up a good feefing.

As something of a summary
statement for this section, it is in-
teresting to note the instructions of
John Wesley to his followers with
respect to singing {Lovelace and
Rice, p. 151).

Practical Rules to Improve the

Singing:

1. Learn these tunes before you
learn any others; afterwards
learn as many as yol please,

2. Sing them exactly as they are
printed here, without altering
or mending them; otherwise,
unlearn it as soon as you can,

3. Sing all. See that you join with
the congregation as frequently
as you can. Let not a slight de-
gree of weakness or weariness
hinder you. if it is a cross to
you, take it up and you wili find
it a blessing.

4. Sing lustily and with good
courage. Beware of singing as
if you are half dead or asleep;
but ift up vyour voice with

strength. Be no more afraid of
your voice now, nor more
ashamed of Its being heard,
than when you sing the songs
of Satan.

5. Sing modestly. Do not bawl, so
as to be heard above and dis-
tinct from the rest of the
congregation—that you may
not destroy the harmony—but
strive to unite your voices to-
gether so as to make one clear
melodious sound.

6. Sing in time. Whatever time is
sung be sure to keep with it.
Do not run before nor stay
behind it; but attend close to
the leading voices, and move
therewith as exactly as you
can; and take care not to sing
too slow. This drawling may
naturally steal on us all who
are lazy, and it is high time to
drive it out from among us, and
sing ail our tunes just as quick
as we did at first,

7. Above all, sing spiritually.
Have an eye to God in every
word you sing. Aim at pleasing
Him more than yourself, or any
other creature, In order 1o do
this, atiend strictly {0 the
sense of what you sing, and
see that your heart is not
carried away with the sound,
but offered {0 God continually;
so shall your singing be such
as the Lord will approve here,

and reward you when He
cometh in the clouds of
heaven.

B HETROSPECT

| have tried to examine the 20th
century church singing, while
sharing a bit of history and
philosophy. There are no new ideas
here. They are those which have
been at the heart of fundamental
Christianity  through the ages,
compatible with warm, evangelistic
services and worldwide outreach
programs.

{deally, | visualize a music
program for Free Will Baptists which
wilt be instructive, yet expressive of
our moods of worship. | see music
programs which give opportunity for
testimony and participation of the
saints while uniting them as one
organism and furnishing them with
that life-sustaining quality of Church















PEDRO, OH-—The fifth annual
Evangelistic Quireach Fellowship
and Homecoming hetd at Unicn
Free Will Baptist Church near
Wheelersburg, Ohlo, onSunday, July
16, was atiended by 1,595 persons,
This set a new attendance record
for the 121-year-0ld congregation.
Simultaneous services were held in
the church sanctuary and in an 800-
capacity tent which was set up at
the rear of the church building to
accommodate the overflow crowd,
Speakers for the day included Dr.
Homer Willis, Rev. James Cremeans,
Evangelist Calvin Evans and Calvin

1,595 PERSONS ATTEND FELLOWSHIP SUNDAY

Ray Evans. Several singing groups
participated in the services.

Rev. Calvin Evans, the church
pastor, 18 also director of Evangel-
istic Qutreach, Inc., which ministers
through a weekly radio-television
outreach over several stations. This
special day was attributed to the
radio-TV  ministry  with  many
traveling from eight different states
to attend. The whote church was
involved in making it the most event-
ful day in the history of Union Free
Wili Baptist Church with committees
working to carry out plans in all
areas of the program.

CHURCHES UNITE TO
FORM CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

FLEASANT VIEW, TN—Several
rural Free Will Baptist Churches in
Middle Tennessee in a united effort
formed the Pleasant View Christian
School. August 21 marked the first
day of scheool for 32 grade
schoolers,

According to Ron Parker, pastor
of Heads Free Will Baptist Church,
Cedar Hill, “What seemed like a
dream many months agc has now
become a reality. A burden for a
Christian School in our area was
faying heavy on the hearts of
several of the Free Will Baptist
pastors as well as many of the
taymen in the churches.”

The scheol was incorporated with
members of the corporation being
the pastor and one lay member of
egach interested Free Will Baptist
Church, Plans are to add a new
grade each year until 12 grades are
provided,

Each of the four teachers, except
Kindergarten, supervises two
grades, They are using ABeka cur-
riculum. The fifth and sixth grade
teacher, Mr, Jack Saulsgiver, also
serves as principal.

The Good Springs Free Wil
Baptist Church, Pleasant View, is
the temporary site for the school.
Earl Langley pastors.

Delegates at Mexican National Association

18TH ANNUAL CONVENTION
MEXICAN NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION

ALTA MIRA, TAMAULIPAS, MEXICO-
More than 300 detegates and
visitors registered in this city for the
18th Annual Convention of the Free
Will Baptist Mexican National Asso-
ciation held July 14-186.

Efforts are continuing to reestab-
lish an institute for the training of
local church workers, The move is

strongly supported by national
pastors.
Delegates to the summer

gathering conducted business ses-
sions and worship services In
facilities provided by the Free Will
Baptist Church of Alta Mira, Tamau-
lipas, Mexico. Lazaro de la Rosa

pastors,
-
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- Scales

and live for only the physical aspect
of life, too many Christians are'
neglecting it and thelr health and
harming their influence in a world
starving for a glimpse of ftrue
Christianity. There is more to life
than eight hours of sleep, three
meals a day and a mite jog, but
neither is there much lite in a person
without these.

The third statement made about
Jesus was the He 'increased in
favor with God." Is your relationship
with God on the increase or
decrease? Do you love Him more
now than you did a year ago? Do you
know more of His Word? Are you
more Christlike in your actions and
attitudes? Are you experlencing an-
swers {0 prayer? Are you a better
witness and are you maturing, or are
you stiil a babe in the Christian faith?
There is really no middie ground in
Christian growth; you either
progress or regress, Which is it with
you?

It is time for Christians to get
down to business in the area of
spiritual growth. Study God's Word,
pray, attend and take part in church
activities regularly. Feliowship with
other believers. Read Christian
books and put some of those prin-
ciples into practice, If the world is to
love the Christ we claim as Lord,
they must see Him in our fives and
the changes He has made.

Lastly, God made man a social
creature, He created him with the

need to interact and fetlowship with
others. Are you neglecting this
important aspect of your life? Do
you take time 1o enjoy your family?
Do you take time to be with and
make friends? We live in such a
lonely world, and the solution to the
problem—peopte—is all around us.

We really do need interaction with
each other to make it. Granted, we
are busy, and there just doesn'
seem to be enough time for
“frivilous™ things tlike socializing.
But if you ignore this God-given
aspect of human nature, you wiil
suffer for It. Man cannot exist in
isolation, and it is a serious mistake
to try. It is an unbalanced person
who continually keeps to himself,
and he is presenting an unbalanced
image of Christianity to those
looking on.

It is, of course, possible to cver-
emphasize the social needs of man
and neglect other important areas of
life white running from party to func-
tion to social to fellowship. if you
find yourself neglecting your respon-
sibilities trying to keep up with the
engagements on your social
calendar, perhaps the scales are a
bit unbalanced. You and God alone
can determine how much is too
much in each of these areas; but
remember, balance is the key.

ABOUT THE WRITER: Donna Carr is & mem-
ber of Horton Heights Free Will Baptist
Church, Nashville, Tennessee. She is asso-
ciate editor of Co-Laborer magazine. A
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By Pat Moore

Annie was the youngest of seven
children. Well-loved by her father
and brothers and sisters. Whenever
Annie wanted anything she would
crawl| in her daddy’'s lap, hug and
kiss him, say ''f love you, Daddy,”
and the world was hers,

Sometimes her brothers and
sisters were jealous. Even so, they'd
ask her for help.

“'Annie, we want to go {o the farm.
Ask Daddy, please." Or “"Annie, ask
Daddy for some money to go to the
store. He says yes to vou." She
always did their bidding, yet walls
were being built between her and
her brothers and sisters,

Annie's love for her father grew.
He was so good and kind. Always
giving. Annie grew too.

As chiidren do, Annie grew too
quickly. Her father's lap didn’t seem
quite as inviting to her. Love was
there, only the outward display less-
ened.

Annie's name was even shorten-
ed to Ann, by everycne except her
daddy. She'd always be his baby, his
Annie,

Ann and her dad would still talk,
He still gave—often too much 1o suit
others of her family. But the talks
grew shorter and Ann asked for less,

A wall was being built.

Ann changed. She received a new
life. A new life in Jesus Christ. Ann's
dad had never received new life. For
her, talking to him about Jesus was
awkward, even though she wanted
to more than anyihing. She didn't
quite know how to stop construction
of the wall.

Once her dad opened a way for

her to talk. '“‘Annie, how have | failed
my children?”
“Oh Daddy, you haven't. Except,
except you won't go to church with
us, You're not a Christian. That's the
only way.” What a biunder! The wall
grew.

The talks ceased. Ann and her
dad could sit in the same room for
hours and never say a word to each
other. But they still loved. He still
gave. And the others were still
jeaious. Walls being bulit, always
the walls grew.

One last time Dad gave Ann her
chance. She took her Bible and read
scripture {o him, Tears flowed down

his cheeks. He was torn between his
fove for Ann and his hold on the
world.

"Daddy, you need Jesus."

"I know, but not yet, Annie, not
yet.”

“Daddy, there may not be time.
The time could ail be gone,™

“"Someday, Annie, but not yet.”

After his refusal, Ann was afraid
o talk to him again. Afraid he'd just
say no. The wall was almost
finished.

Time sped by. Ann’'s daddy went
to bed one night and he didn't wake
up again. Death seemed unreal to
Ann until she went to the funerai
home and saw him, Then she knew
—he was really gone. Annie's love
was gone. The wall had been com-
pleted.

The wali between Ann and her
brothers and sisters crumbied that
day. No more need for jealousy, only
a need for love and comfort.

Ann will never see her father
again. The completed wall is im-
penetrable, One wail completed;
one wall in ruins. Death taught a
lesson and the wall in ruins will
never be rebuill. 4
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