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By Sam Truett

aul instructed Timothy his
son to "be instant in season
and out of season."

This exhortation was clearly
exemplified in the life of Joseph,
Jacob's son. Joseph was indeed a
man for all seasons-not a man
who changed with every circum-
stance, but a man who was con-
sistent in every situation.

THE TRIALS HE ENDURED

Joseph knew what it was to be
"out of season." Due to the ex-
cesses of his father and the envy of
his brothers, Joseph was cast into
the pit (See Genesis 37). Jacob
should have known better than to
exÞress such favoritism, for that
very thing had caused much trouble
in his early home life (See Genesis
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25:28:27:41), yet Joseph was not at
fault. Of course, the envy of his
brothers was totally inexcusable.
Thus began the trials of Joseph.

From the pit Joseph went to the
prison (See Genesis 39). Having
been sold as a slave in Egypt,
Joseph soon became the trusted
manager of Potiphar's house. He
also became the target of tempta-
tions from Potiphar's wife.

Again Joseph lost a coat, and
again lies were told about him, and
agaln Joseph suffered through no
fault of his own. ln the prison
Joseph's trials were worsened by
the thoughtlessness of the chief
butler (See Genesis 40).

Joseph then found himself alone
in a prison in Egypt with no friends
and no family to comfort him.
Though his purity was admirable, his
persecutions were awful. However,
there is no indication that Joseph
had ever considered any other



course of conduct. He was com-
mltted to righteousness-not
because lt paid good dlvidends but
because lt pleased God.

Joseph's trlals dld not end ln
prlson, He also faced the trlals of
the palace (See Genesls 41). The
promotlon he recelved placed a
great deal of power ln hls hands.
Experlence has shown that good
msn who could not be corrupted by
envy or entlcement have fallen
when glven an exalted posltlon.

Such was not the case wlth
Joseph. Hls dedlcatlon to rlghteous-
ness and purlty was Just as evldent
ln the palace as it had been ln the
prlson.

Through all of his trlals Joseph
courageously refused to yleld to the
flesh. He never allowed himself to
lndulge in self-plty. Seven times the
Scriptures record that he wept but
never because of his own suffering.

He refused to be ruled by his
passions. Glven the opportunity
Joseph had in the house of Potiphar,
a lesser man would have yielded to
the appetites of the flesh.

Finally, Joseph did not allow pride
to corrupt him. Tragically, many who
have passed unstained through pit
and prison have yielded to the
leaven of pride and been defiled in
the palace.

THE TRIUMPH HE EXPERIENCED

But Joseph's life was not all trials.
He did experience a great triumph.
The dreams of his youth which for
years had brought him nothing but
grief were finally fulfilled. lt is
significant to note that the character
developed through his trials was
clearly displayed in his triumph.

Joseph's treatment of his
brothers (See Genesis 42-45) was
not designed to satisfy a desire for
revenge, but to stimulate the
development of the character traits
that had been so woefully missing in
their lives. lt would appear from
their reactions that God blessed
Joseph's efforts with at least a mea-
sure of success. Those brothers
who had been so cold and calloused
began to show signs of conviction
and compassion (See Genesis
44:14-34). Thus Joseph's purity in
his triumph equaled his purity in his
trials.

The real key to the life of J'oseph
was his character. lt has been sald
that he ranks wlth Samuel and
Danlel as one of the most spotless
characters ln the Old Testament.

Joseph dlsplayed the pallence of
Job and the purlty of Danlel, the
dependablllty of Moses and the
dlgnlty of Abraham, lhe cleverness
of Jacob and the courago of Caleb.
Hls llfe demonstrated the rectltude
demanded by the law and the
rlghteousness descrlbed ln the
beatitudes.

He was a man of purity and
perslstence, honesty and humillty.
He practlced dedlcatlon and
discipllne, and he exerclsed lnslght
and integrlty. He was a faithful man
and a falr man-and even though
dreams played a signlficant part in
his life, he was never a foollsh man.

Perhaps joseph's character can
best be descrlbed by two words, The
first word ls Christ-like. Joseph is
unrivaled as a picture and type of
our Lord. The similarities between
the two lives are numerous and
obvious. How interesting it is to
compare the circumstances of the
two lives, but how inspiring it is to
compare the character of these two
lives!

The second word is consrsfent
Joseph's character did not change
with the circumstances. ln each of
his trials his ðedication to purity
remained strong. As far as
character and integrity were
concerned, Joseph was not adapt-
able but adamant-he did not try to
"roll with the punches" but
remained true to principle. What a
precious jewel is the gem of consis-
tency in the life of the child of God.

The development of Joseph's
character is perhaps more in-
teresting than its description. This
development was neither enhanced
nor encouraged by his environment
or the examples of others. He surely
had not witnessed very exemplary
behavior in the lives of his father and
older brothers.

As far as we know, Joseph never
experienced any dramatic meetings
with God as did Moses and Jacob.
We have recorded no great
promises to Joseph f rom God.
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JOSEPH (From page 3)

Granted, he had the dreams of his
youth, but even these were not
specifically stated to have been
messages from God (though, in-
deed, they ultimately proved to be).
Nonetheless, Joseph displayed a
character that was of sterling qual-
ity.

The revival and rededication at
Bethel (See Genesis 35) probably
had a positive effect in the life of
Joseph. However, there must have
been a Dersonal dedicatìon to
righteousness based upon a per-
cnna I r{ononr{onno r rnnn ênd Tho

trials that Joseph endured served to
further strengthen this dedication
Without doubt, this dedication to
righteousness was the determrning
factor in Joseph's character.

THE TRUTHS HE EXEMPLIFIED

One noteworthy aspect about the
life of Joseoh is the truths he
exemplified. Numerous Bible truths
are clearly illustrated in the life of
Joseph.

Where could one find a more
perfect illustration of Romans B:28?
The pit and the prison led utlimately
to the palace: Joseph's suffering
olaced him in a oosition of service.
Again, what better example of the
Beatitudes can be found outside the
lif e of Christ?

Joseph also shows that the provi-
dential guidance of God can be a
positive reality in the life of His child,
and that a life of purity is a real
possibility, even in the most adverse
of circumstances.

The life of Joseph sorely rebukes
us for our foolish excuses and
inexcusable failures. lt rebukes our
weak commitment to righteousness
and ou r want of real consistency.

At the same time the life of
Joseph reassures us. lt reminds us
that our God will never leave us nor
forsake us, that He will supply all our
needs, and that we can do all things
through Him who gives us strength
and enables us to be more than a
man for all seasons-He enables us
to be godly men in every season.

ABOUT THE WRITEB. Sam Truettispaslorol
West Calvaty Free Will Bapt¡st Church,
Sm¡thlield, North Catoltna. L
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By A Brother at Bethel

few years ago my family and
l, after having pertained to
various churches, were look-

ing for a church which would satisfy
our soiritual needs.

One day while riding in our car we
saw a little white steeple protruding
from a very small church. I felt a
type of calling beckoning me to visit
the church. The next Sunday we
arrived punctually for the major
service.

A handful of people, all of them
simple and generous, occupied the
church oews. From the first moment
we did not feel estranged, for every-
one was attentive and smiling; they
treated us as if we were their own
family.

At 11 a.m. the service began. The
pastor gave the welcome and an-
nouncements. The singing of some
beautiful hymns which filled the
atmosphere with Christian joy
followed and the offering was im-
mediately collecled. Afterwards,
four young ladies enchanted us with
yet another precious hymn.

We felt positively impressed, but
the most important part of the
service, the message, was still to
come. The bulletin indicated the
name of the speaker: Reverend Elzo
Bevan... .

I observed him carefully from my
seat. He was a middle-aged man
with a healthy appearance and
certain white hairs dotting his fore-
head. One could find him a oerson-
ality not to be confused, a mixture of
goodness, conviction and energy.
He was overflowing with spiritual-
ness and the way he preached
undoubtedly grew stronger with
every word he spoke.

The sparkle in his eyes and the
movemenl of his hands were in
harmony with the words that flowed
f rom his mouth. full of an

unquenchable love. His pieces of
advice penetrated our minds and
made us feel guilty for our
misdemeanors. At the same time,
however, we were forgetting our
carnal beings and beginning to
reach the sublimity of our spirits,
For this reason we felt a spiritual
peace invoked by Christian faith.

Some cried; others remained ab-
sorbed in the thoughts of their own
hearts, but shining hope was evident
in everyone, each of us knowing that
oardon does exist and that our lives
could change if we followed the
lovely teachings of the Bible and if,
with all the conviction felt in our
souls. we received the Lord Jesus
Chrìst as our Savior.

A few years have passed since
that day. I feel it would be impos-
sible to enumerate the thousands of
words of advice and Christian teach-
ings that we have received in his
beautiful messages, moreover, this
Church is the product of the love
and steadfastness of Brother Bevan,
as he likes to be called. Bethel has
progressed immensely under his
human leadershio.

We are indebted to him for the
peace and happiness we have at
Bethel. As time has passed, his ex-
perience and dedication to the Lord
causes his presence to be more
important and necessary in our Free
Will Baotist Church.

Thus it is that, if someday, for any
reason he would have to move to
some other place, we would strive
with all of our strength to keep him
from abandoning us. I am sure, as
all of those at Bethel, that no one,
absolutely no one, could ever
replace our Pastor, Brother Elzo
Bevan.

EDITOR'S NOTE: Elzo Bevan is pastor of
Bethel Free Will Bapt¡st Church, Woodbridge,
V¡rginia. 
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Brlefcase

Some men strut like the whole
world owes them an apology.

Whal a strange paradox that
many who chalk long years not aPol-
ogizing to anyone demand it of
others for the slightest offense. They
may not know much else the Bible
says, but they are grandmasters at
exegeting and enforcing Matthew
18's famous "lf thy brother trespass
against thee . . ." section.

Who wants to be around apology
addicts and offense finders?. They
make folks nervous. Like old West
gunslingers they notch their side-
arms at the expense of the inexper-
ienced and careless. They spot
offenses at incredible distances,
and once they do bore ln on luckless
victims with the wild abandon of a
Kamikaze pilot hazing an aircraft
carrier.

It's almost as if they feel their
calling in life is to keep the rest of us
on our toes. There is nothing so
exasperating as trying to apologize
to an "offended pro" who isn't sure
your atlitude is right while you're
mumbling something about being
sorry for whatever it was theY
thought you meant when you said
something to somebody else theY
overheard by eavesdropping.

Shay's nag! Enough alreadY. I'm

3
Apologiize-

WhoMe?
tired of being blackmailed into
making apologies to sulking souls
who are overmuch concerned with
face saving. Religious extortion may
be harder to prove than other kinds,
but it's just as tasteless. Who has
time to haul around an updated list
of shirt-pocket offenses?

Offending a "little orìe" (See
Matthew 18:6) carries a stern
biblical warning. But most who act
offended nowadays aren't little
ones, they're big ones with adult
credentials but juvenile souls. You
may know some good people who
still play the "l'm offended" game. lf
you don't mind I believe I'll skip my
turn.

He nurses cancer cells who
pampers offenses. They have a dis-
concerting way of turning on the
carrier and consuming him.
Nazareth was offended at Jesus and
threw rocks at His preaching (See
Luke 4 and Mark 6). Their offense
was unjustifled and only served to
quarantine their city in sin. What will
your infatuation with offenses force
you to do one day?

Of course there arc bonafide
offenses. But you don't have to
shoot them with a sllver bullet to
make them go away. A quiet,
humble and slncere aPPlicatlon of
Matthew 18:15-18 is allthe antidote
needed. A man's character is never
more on dlsplay than on those rare
occasions when he (a) really does
need to apologize for an offense or
(b) needs to accept an aPologY from
an embarrassed brother.

To offend others is bad. But whY
act as if that's the only kind of of-
fense? What about those who offend
lhemselves? Are we as eager to
pluck out the roving right eye or cut
off the sticky right hand (See

Matthew 5:29-30) as we are to keel-
haul a brother? Most of us need to
spend more time apologizing to our-
selves than we do in extorting con-
fessions from the brethren.

The man who offends God is bY
far in more serious trouble than he
who embarrasses himself or his
community. Peter's discovery of this
f rightening dimension should be
lesson enough (See Matthew 16:23).
Ultimately, an offense is a stum-
blingblock, an insult, Just how
serious has it become when a man's
inconsistencies rise up before God
and offend Him?

This world has known nothing but
trouble because of one man's of-
fense (See Romans 5:18-19).
Because of man's offense Jesus
became "a stone of stumbling and a
rock of offense" (1 Peter 2:8). Men's
offense problems with each other
stem directly from their unsettled
offense against God.

God has been trespassed against.
The apology He required reached
beyond words. His actions ¡n the
great offense pattern what ours
must be. ln keeping with Matthew
18:15, He came to the offenders
through His Elijahs; some believed
and were reconciled. Most were not.
He returned according to Matthew
18:16 with His lsaiahs, Jeremiahs
and others with the same results.

Then one day God Himself
became a man. At Calvary the offen-
ders were forgiven. Now anY man
who wishes to be loosed from his
sinfuloffenses can be (See Matthew
18:18); Jesus has apologized for all
of us.

May we step away and stay away
from those who would "make a man
an offender for a word" (lsaiah
29:21). t
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By Dale Burden

n His way to the cross, Jesus
paused to pray for His dis-
ciples (See John 17). The re-

sponsibllity for carrying the gospel
to the ends of the earth was to fall
on their shoulders. They dare not
fail. He begged the heavenly Father
to keep them from the one thing that
wou ld defeat them-worldliness.

Down through the years serious
servants of God have realized the
most sinister threat to the cause of
Christ is worldliness. Love of this
world not only keeps many from
coming to Christ but causes many
like Demas to drop out "having
loved this present world" (ll Timothy
4:9).

Everyone is aware that worldli-
ness is rampant today. Dirty maga-
zines, dirty music, dirty movies and
W have made adultery and pro-
fanity a way of life. Unparalleled

prosperity has made material things
available as never before, Millions
are selling their souls for them.

No one is blind to the fact that
worldliness is taklng lts toll in even
the best of our churches, Yet, there
is a strange silence on this subject,

Teenagers drop their Bibles on
their dressers beside piles of rock
records, Their shaggy hair and
sloppy, sensual styles make clear
their friendshio with the world is
what matters most to them even
though it makes them the enemy of
God (See James 4:4), lt's there and
wê cannot ignore it, be as charitable
as we may,

Adults caught up in money-
making and materialism-set on
getting all the latest "toys of time"
have no time, money or energy left
for lhe Lord's work. We compliment
them on their latest raise and oro-
motion, brag on their new houses

and cars, but in our more solemn
moments are forced to face the fact
they are laying up treasures in this
world because their hearts are
worldly.

Alas! We wltness worldliness
even in the ministry, Unnecessary
second Jobs. Dabbling in distracting
sidelines, A craving for financial
security and pushing for positions
that will guarantee such in future
years even at the expense of their
ministry,

This is worldliness, Thinking and
living like the world. Living for things
that feed the flesh and foster pride.
That's the Bible definition of worldli-
ness (See I John 2:15-17), We see it
but are silent about it-perhaps be-
cause we are too much a part of it,

ln John 17 Jesus sets forth the
believer's relationship to this world,
Basically it is one of being in the
world. but not of it. Christ has saved

A STRANGE SILENCE

BELIEVERS AND THE WORLD



us out of this world, yet left us in it to
minister to it.

The truth we must not miss is
there are two worlds and the
Christian has been saved out of thls
one, We are only pilgrims here,
passing through on a divine mission.
We don't fit. We are the "lonely little
petunia in the onion patch."

We are different from the world.
That difference is holiness. This
upsets the world, resulting in their
hatred of us (See John 17:14). The
sooner we realize this is our position
in this world, the sooner we willquit
getting upset because we don't
have everything the world has.

God has promised to supply all
our needs while we are in this world.
That should be enough. He may
even give a little extra along the
way. lf He does, we are to enjoy it
(See I Timothy 6:17), but not set our
hearts upon it. The danger is not in
having a few things, but in the things
having us. That's a realdanger in an
age as prosperous as ours.

Basically the Bible deals with
worldliness in two ways: (1) By
making clear the danger (2) By
making clear the issues.

The scriptures lay down prin-
ciples whereby issues can be
weighed. On other occassions, the
Blble simply names the slns speci-
fically.

Every pastor ls responslble to do
the same. By hls llfe, his preachlng,
hls earnestness and hls example,
the pastor ls to let hls flock know
worldllness ls a real enemy to their
souls. He can polnt to Blble cases
llke Lot and Demas, Solomon and
Samson to show how good men and
godly men can become prey to thls
sin.

He can show how thls sln ls
robblng Chrlstlans and wrecklng
churches. He can lament the fact
that lt has even cost preachers their
minlstry, sendlng them from thelr
pulpits frustrated and disillusioned
after worldliness cost them their
power and respect.

The danger of worldliness should
be made so real to our people they
would shrink in horror from this
corrupt world system that has cost
so many their souls.

But we must do more than warn
of danger, We must deal with
issues, especially those that pose
the greatest threat to our genera-
tion. lf we do it scripturally we will
lay down the principles.

"The danger of
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ONLY ONE CURE

TWO BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES

worldlrness should

be made so real

to our people they

would shrink in

horror,,.."

We will teach that whatever
harms your body is sin (See I Corin-
thians 6:19-20). We will apply that
truth and tell our people it refers to
liquor, tobacco and drugs. We will
teach principles of modesty,
femininity and propriety set forth in
lTimothy 2:9-10 to govern women's
dress. And we will apply the prin-
ciple and say lt means hotpants and
halters, mixed swimmlng and men's
clothlng.

ls that too plaln? Paul would not
thlnk so. He lald down prlnclples for
us to llve by. He sald "do all for the
glory of God" (l Corinthlans 10:31).
But he dldn't stop with that. He
listed slns by name. Check Ephe-
slans 4 and 5 along wlth I Corln-
thlans 6:9-10 for examples.

The pastor must not lgnore hls
responsiblllty for deallng wlth sln.
The flock has a rlght to know where
thelr shepherd stands. New con-
verts must be taught. At flrst they
will not understand allthe prlnclples.
They must slmply be told, as we do
our children, "That's a No, No".
Later, theywill understand why.

That's not legalism. That's the
Bible way of dealing with worldli-
ness. Bypass it and you'll build a
worldly church.

We can warn of worldliness,
name sin, lay down all the prohibi-
tions possible and still not cure the
worldliness in our churches. This
must be done. But this is not all that
must be done.

The sin of loving this sinful world
can only be cured by finding a
greater love. The apostle John gives
a choice of two loves-love the
world or love the Father. lf somehow
the love of the Father as revealed at
Calvary could capture our hearts,
this would cure us from loving the
world and its sin that sent Jesus
there.

But let's be practical. We cannot
turn a button or wave a wand and
create this love of the Father in our
hearts. How can we have it? What
can we do? Only one thing.

We can confess the sin of loving
this world too much and Him too
little. The Holy Spirit will then shed
abroad that love in our hearts (See
Romans 5:5). Oh, that this would be
worked in us today and we would be
freed from the folly of loving this
world that shall soon pass away.

ABOUT THE WRITER: Dale Burden is paslo/
of Falmount Pak Frce W¡il Bapt¡st Church,
Norlolk,Vlrginla. L



By Leroy Forlines

I n Romans 10:13 Paul said, "For
I whosoever shall call upon the
I name of the Lord shall be

saved." There are also some other
"whosoever" passages (John 3:15,
16 and Revelation 22:17). Two
schools of thought have developed
around the meaning of these and
related passages.

Arminianism says, "Whosoever
shall call upon the name of the Lord
shall be saved" means that anyone
who hears the gospel can respond,
and they will be saved if they do
respond.

Calvinism says, "Whosoever
shall call upon the name of the Lord
shall be saved" means that all who
call upon the name of the Lord will
be saved, but only those whom God
has elected (or chosen) can call
upon the name of the Lord.

CALVINISM FEARS FREE WILL

The. Calvinistic viewpoint works
on the assumption that by depravity
man is spiritually dead, and that
death renders the person incapable
of responding to God as long as he
is dead. The only solution to this
death is regeneration, God has
chosen from eternity, for reasons
known only to Him, certain ones
whom He chooses to save.

At some point prior to faith, in
order to make faith possible, God
regenerates the elected (or chosen)
person, Regeneration makes the
person alive so he can believe the
gospel. As a response to preaching
the gospel the regenerated person
will believe and be saved. The act of
the will is so much the result of
regeneration and the work of the

Holy Spirit that it is not really the
person's own response,.but a gift of
the Holy Spirit.

The Calvinist is afraid that if man
truly believes as a condition of
salvation that salvation would be by
works rather than grace. They
believe that their approach is
essential for three reasons: (1) to
maintain the doctrine of total
depravity, (2) to protect the doctrine
of God's sovereignty, and (3) to pro-
tect the doctrine of salvation by
grace.

Many people think that Calvinism
is no longer an active teaching
except with regard to the teaching
of once saved always saved. lt is
true that it is seldom heard in local
churches or over radio or television.
However, Calvinism is still held to by
Conservative Presbyterians, Dutch
Reformed, Grace Brethren, Primi-
tive Baptists and others.

Some Calvinists would openly
deny freedom of the will. Others
would claim to believe in the
freedom of the will, but would seem
to deny it by their doctrines of

FREEDOM
AND MAN'S
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depravity, electlon and sovereignty.
Whlle Calvlnlsm ls very actlve ln

the theologlcal world, lts full scope
of teachlng ls not openly proclalmed
on a very wlde scale. However,
when Free Wlll Baptlsts orlglnated
ln Amerlca, Calvlnlsm was freely
and openly taught by most churches
ln Amerlca lncludlng most Baptlst
churches.

The early preachers who were the
foundlng fathers of the Free Wlll
Baptlst movement began to openly
declare that anyone who heard
could respond and be saved. Thls
caused them to be branded as
"Free Willers". Thls put them ln a
mlnority posltlon. Many struggles
ensued þefore the movement
became firmly establlshed.

ARMINIANISM
EXPLAINS FREE WILL

lf a person clearly affirms the
doctrine of freedom of the will, thls
places him in the Armlnlan school of
theology. Many among us have
some hesitation about adopting the
name Arminian. Most Arminians
have believed in a second work of
grace. Some have needed a
stronger view of depravity. Perhaps
the best way to describe Free Will
Baptist is to refer to us as modified
Arminians.

The doctrine of freedom of the
will rests firmly in the fact that man
is created in the image of God.
According to Colossians 3:10, the
image of God in man embraces a
rational likeness. According to
Ephesians 4:24,lhe image of God in
man embraces a moral likeness.
The one word that embraces
rationality and morality ls the word
"person". God ls a personal being;
man ls a personal belng. A person ls
one who thlnks, feels and acts. He
thlnks wlth hls mlnd, feels wlth hls
heart, and acts wlth hls wlll.

To questlon the freedom of will of
an unsaved person ls to questlon hls
personhood. ls fallen man less than
personal? Personallty ls the way a
person thlnks, feels and acts. Man's
personallty was affected by the fall.
The pattern of fallen man's thlnklng,
feellng and actlng ls no longer ln the
llkeness of God.

Howevor, man dld not lose hls
ablllty to thlnk, feel and act ln the
fall. lf thls had been the case, fallen

"Freedom of the will must not be

understood as aösolute f reedom, but

freedom within a f ramework of
possiÖ ilities."

man would have become sub-
personal. The will of man ls no more
affected than his mind and heart,
We are to thlnk of the mlnd, heart
and wlll of a person as a functlonlng
unit.

I think the question should be
restated. lnstead of asking whether
man has a free will, we should ask is
man a personal being? Does he
retain his personhood after the fall?

I want to affirm the positlon that
man does retain his personhood
after the fall, and thus has a free
will. Actually, the question of
whether man has a free will is the
same as asking whether he has a
will at all.

It is easy to oversimplify what is
meant by freedom of the will.
Freedom of the will does not mean
that forces or influences cannot be
brought to bear on the will. ln fact it
is the very nature of a person to be
subjected lo influences and respond
to influences.

lf we want to move a physical
object we bring the necessary force
to bear on the object and it moves.
ln such cases, the force is the cause
and the moving is the effect, ln
personal relatlonshlps an appeal ls
made to a person to get a rosponse.
ln personal relatlonshlps we thlnk in
terms of lnfluence and response
rather than cause and effect.

Freedom of wlll does not mean
that the forces or lnfluences that are
brought to bear upon the psrson or
hls wlll cannot be a determlnlng
factor ln the path of actlon he
chooses. lt does mean that the
forces or lnfluences cannot guaran-
tee the actlon of the wlll.

Freedom of the wlll must not be
understood as absolute freedom,
but freedom wlthln a framework of

posslbllltles. We are not free to be
God or to be an anlmal. Freedom of
wlll for a human belng ls llmlted to
the framework of the posslblllties of
human nature. ln the full span of
human experlence there are five
baslc frameworks of possibillties.

FREE WILL'S FIVE FRAMEWORKS
OF POSSIBILITIES

The first f rameworkof possibilities
was with Adam and Eve before they
sinned. They could either remain in
the practice of uninterrupted
righteousness, or they could
disobey God and sin.

After they sinned they entered the
second framework of possibilities.
This framework of possibilities no
longer included the possibility of
uninterrupted righteousness (See
Romans 8:7-B). The same is true of
an unsaved person now. lt does not
belong to the f ramework of
possibilities for the sinner on his
own with no Divine help to respond
to the gospel (See John 6:44).

The third framework of possibili-
ties ln human experience is made
possible by the work of the Holy
Splrit wlth the slnner when the
gospel ls preached (See John 6:44).
The influence of the Holy Splrit
worklng ln a person's heart when he
hears the gospel, lf not resisted,
brlngs about a framework of possl-
blllties ln whlch the person can say
elther yes or no to the gospel.

Though the slnner cannot say yos
wlthout the work of the Holy Splrlt, lf
he does say yes, ln a real sense, hls
actlon ls hls own. To deny that a
person's actlons were hls own
because he was respondlng to an

(Contlnued on page 12)
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EDITOR'S NOfE; Since this article was
prepared for publication in CONTACT,

Garner Ted Armstrong, heir-apparent to
the Woildúde Church of God, has been
excommunicated by his father, Herbert
W. Armstrong, The younger Armstrong
has announced the formation of his own
denomination called the Church of God
lnternational.

By Carol McGinnis

erhaps you've heard the
radio program, Aired on more
than 400 radio and W sta-

tions worldwide, "The World Tomor-
row" has been called "the most
widely broadcast religious program
in existence," Each week millions
hear preacher-commentator
Herbert W. Armstrong discuss the
Armstrong version of the Bible and
current events.

Perhaps you've seen the maga-
zine. THE PLAIN TRUTH, subtitled
'A Magazine of Understanding,' is
distributed f ree via newstands,
supermarkets, and mail to over two
million readers worldwide.

Perhaps you've heard of the
college campus. Located in
Pasadena, California, the lavish
Ambassador College has radio and
w facilities superior 1o many com-
mercial stations, a press covering a
city block and a $10 million concert
hall.



Perhaps you've heard of Herbert
W, Armstrong's Worldwide Church
of God,

{ egun in the early 30's, the
lJ Worldwide Church of God

(WCG) boasts membership today of
over 60,000 and an annual income
of over $60 million, The WCG claims
to be the one true church preaching
the one true gospel,

Yet inconsistent would be the
best word to describe this unusual
cult, There's one standard for those
in control and another for lay
members. Many doctrines have
been modified or abandoned in the
past six or seven years, and founder
Herbert W. Armstrong (HWA) is the
author of many false prophecies.

Joseph Martin Hopkins writing in
CHRISTIANITY TODAY said that
one of the greatest changes in
Armstrongism is their concept of
church government. ln 1939 HWA
denounced church government,
saying its source was Satan. Today
HWA has supreme authority over
his church. The WCG is rigid,
authoritarian and governed from the
top down.

Among HWA's many false
prophecies was his prediction that
the United States and Britain would
fall in 1972.ln the 1967 edition of his
book THE UNITED STATES AND
BRITISH COMMONWEALTH IN
PROPHECY he gave details of the
fall and said these events would
occur in the next four to seven
years. After 1972, when the United
States and Britain had not fallen, he
substituted the word "several" for
"four to seven" in the new edition of
the book,

HWA has oredicted Christ's re-
turn not once, but three times. When
Christ didn't come in the 30's, he
changed the date to the 40's, then
again to 1975.

Many faithful WCG members
postponed dental work, sold homes
and canceled college careers, so
they could give more money to their
church. Now many of these people
are poor, and HWA excuses his mis-
takes by saying God called him to be
an apostle not a prophet,

I I ne of the most controversial
lJ doctrines of the church dealt
with divorce and remarriage, re-

ferred to as D and R, Basically, the
teaching was that Scripture does
not provide for divorce no matter
what the ci rcumstances.

Second marriages were labeled
adulterous and couples were forced
to split up if they wished to become
members of the WCG. Hundreds of
families were broken apart before
May, 1974, when HWA repealed the
ruling. Without apology, his decision
came after thousands of members
had left the church early that year
over various doctrines, including D
and R.

"There is no

eternal hell

No one ever has

or ever w¡ll go to
heaven."

Another of the controversial doc-
trines dealt with healing. ln HWA's
1952 booklet "Does God Heal
Today?" trusting in medical science
was labeled a sin. Medical science
was called sorcery, witchcraft and
idolatry by another church writer.
Thousands died or were seriously in-
jured from shunning medical help,

Then during the May, 1976,
ministerial conf erence, WCG
authorities said it was not "in-
consistent with God's concern for
physical life" to seek medical help
nor was it a lack of faith. lt would not
stop God from performing a miracle,

Several other doctrines and prac-
tices have been changed or
modified. Among these:

*HWA claims that the people of
the United States and Britain are
descendants of the lost 10 tribes of
lsrael. This was once called the key
to interpreting much of biblical
prophecy. Now the belief has been
deemohasized, Garner Ted Arm-
strong, HWA's son, told Joseph

Martin Hopkins in a 1973 interview
that the doctrine cannot be proven
and is not essential to salvation.*Strict guidelines for clothing,
hairstyle and makeup have been
abolished.

*Members can now celebrate
birthdays, Up until 1975 this was
considered a sin.

*Voting was also considered a sin
until 1976.

*WCG members are no longer
forbidden to adopt children,
rF
I he WCG has an annual income
I of approximately $60 million,

70 percent of which comes from the
tithes of members, Members are re-
quired to tithe up to 30 percent of
their income (10 percent for WCG
operating expenses, 10 percent to
finance attendance at annual Feast
of Tabernacles, 10 percent every
three and a half years to support
widows and orphans), plus they
must give to regular offerings, holy-
day offerings, special emergency of-
ferings, church emergency loans,
building fund contributions and
Sookesman Club dues. This can add
up to approximately 40 percent of
the member's net income.

Many members live in poverty
while church authorities jet around
the world, and spend thousands of
dollars on furniture, carpeting and
draperies, AMBASSADOR REPORT,
an expose on Armstrongism, claims
that 10 personal homes of the Arm-
strongs and over 10 automobiles are
supported by tithes.

Perhaps the latest Armstrong
inconsistency has to do with the
Ambassador lnternational Cultural
Foundation (AICF). lt's purpose? The
AICF is "dedicated to the expansion
of mankind's collective knowledge
and appreciation of itself, to the
realization of the individual man's
full human potential, and to the
building of bridges among all
peoples everywhere,"

It's magazine, QUEST/78, THE
MAGAZINE OF HUMAN POTEN-
TIAL is according to CHRISTIANITY
TODAY, "a NATIONAL GEOGRAPH-
lC type of journal of education and
culture." lt claims to be a magazine
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PVZZLE (From page 11)

for people who are slck and tlred of
readlng about how bad the world ls
and know there is hope for
tomorrow.

This seems lnconslstent with
Armstrongism's message of doom
and dlsaster. The AMBASSADOR
REPORT claims QUEST/78'S
"messags of man's hope lying ln
himself and humanistic phllosophy
are all diametrlcally opposite to
everything Herbert Armstrong and
his son ever preached or claimed to
believe in."

It seems HWA would have his
followers believe that truth changes,
or that perhaps God makes
mistakes or lies, But the Bible allows
no room for this (See Malachi 3:6).
Nor does it condone the activities of
false prophets, such as Herbert W,
Armstrong,

rmstrongism stresses law-
keeplng, and although clalms

orlglnallty, ls a mlxture of doctrlnes
llfted from 7th Day Adventlsts,
Jehovah's Wltnesses, Mormons
and Brltlsh-lsraellsm. Below are
some of the WCG's bellefs and prac-
tlces.

*The only true church ls the
Worldwlde Church of God. Mlssion:
To warn people of lmpendlng dls-
aster. Founder HWA, Christ's only
true apostle since the first century,
has been given the key to interpret
Scripture correctly,

*There are two separate individu-
als in the God-family: the Father and
his Son, Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit
is a force.

*Jesus Christ had fallible human
nature or sinful flesh. His resur-
rected body was not the same body
that was crucified.

*God intended that man should
fall. Salvation is the process by
which God reproduces Himself,

creating other human belngs who
then become members of the God-
family,

*Salvatlon ls a slx-step Process
conslstlng of 1) repentance, 2)faith,
3) baptlsm by a mlnlster of the
Worldwlde Church of God, 4) recep-
tlon of the Holy splrlt, 5) overcomlng
of sln, 6) resurrectlon and change
lnto Splrit belngs or becomlng God.
Jesus alone is the only person who
has ever been saved,

*Man does not have an immortal
soul.

*There ls no eternal hell; the
wicked wlll be destroyed.

*No one ever has or ever wlll go
to heaven. Heaven is reserved for
the Father and His angels.

*Saturday is the true Sabbath,
The seven annual festlvals of
Leviticus 23 are to be observed.
Christmas, Easter, New Year's Day,
Halloween and Valentine's Day are
pagan and are not to be celebrated.

*Mosalc dietary laws should be
obeyed today.

ABOUT THE WRITER: Carcl Mcâ¡nnls ls a
free lance wilter headquattercd ¡n Mt.
Pleasant, Mlchlgan. L
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FREEDOM (From page 9)

enabling influence is to misunder-
stand the very essence of what it
means to be a person. Persons
operate within the framework of in-
fluence and resoonse.

The fourth framework of possibili-
tiès is brought about by salvation.
According to I John 3:9, it is said of
the believer "he cannot sin,
because he is born of God," The
meaning of this is that he cannot
practice sin because of the new
birth, As long as a psrson can be re-
ferred to as a born again Christian, it
is not in the framework of possibili-
ties for him to practice sln,

Galatlans 5:17 also supports the
conclusion that the Christian cannot
funcllon as lf he were unsaved. Thls
does not rule out lndlvldual acts of
sln, but lt does rule out the practlce
of sln. lf a person would commlt
shlpwreck of falth, he would move
once agaln lnto the framework of
possibllitles where he could practlce
sln, but those who remaln bellevers
cannot be so deeply and hopelessly

involved in sin so as to be properly
understood as practicing sin.

The fifth framework of possibili-
ties will take place in the next life.
The Christian will enter a phase
where he can practice uninterrupted
righteousness, but will not have the
possibility of sin within the
framework of hls possibilities.

It is important that we uphold the
personhood of man. lf when a slnner
believes by Dlvlne help for salvatlon,
his falth ls not ln some sense hls
own aclion, he ls less than a person.
lf the good actions of a Christlan are
not ln some real sense hls own, he ls
less than a person. To be a person
means that a Chrlstlan ls capable of
elther rlght actlon or wrong actlon.

The fact that a human belng ls a
person means that he ls responslble
for hls actlons. The fact that a
human belng ls a person means that
he can be appealed to wlth the
posslblllty of recelvlng a favorable
response.

ABOUT THE WRITER: Lêroy Forllnes leacl,es
at Free w¡il Bapt¡st Blble Coilege, Nashville,
Ienn€ssee. He wr¡tes a regulil column for
CONTACT, A
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l'¡i n I Corinthians '14:15 the Apostle
pj Paul mentions singing with Spirit
Ltl and with understanding, ln

these UN-days, I take that as
constructive advice to the church,
to every believer,

Sing with the spirit, the breath
that God has given you, so that Your
heart and affections are fullY en-
gaged. Sing sPiritual, uPlifting
music. Sing with feeling, with the
aim of pleasing God with your praise
and adoration, not men. Yet, sing as
to be understandable, with under-
standing.

Sing a message; communicate
something worthwhile. To edify, to

How She S¡ngs
By Charles Hampton

PART III

bless, your music must be shared,
understood by those who hear. lt
must be intelligible to be profitable.
God's oraises are lo be celebrated
among and by His people as an
important part of worship, engaging
the hearts of the singers, edifYing
the saints, exalting God,

ÂS A {lfri\J(ì R!:GÁ,1'l O fl
\¡JC)tasHtpi".ut_r=Y

Congregational singing is a dis-
tinguishing characteristic of
Protestantism, an important expres-
sion of the priesthood of the
believer.'So, the whole congregation
should take part in hymn singing.
Besides, participation brings greater
appreciation for music of the
church. Moreover, not all the
soiritual needs which should be met
musically will be satisfied within the
spectator.

Some have felt that in these daYs
of special (service) music the choir

has usurped the right of the congre-
gation and we need a new reforma-
tion-a reclaiming of the right and
obligation of hymn singing for all the
people. There is /iffle excuse for the
person in the pew to ref rain f rom lift-
ing his voice in "joyful noise" to our
Lord (not even the "l can't carry a
tune" syndrome is acceptable) and
no excuse for sitting through a ser-
vice without uniting his heart with
others in oraise. Most folks who
have a song in their hearts cannot
(and should not) suppress it. Even if
they cannot sing by more technical
definitions, I somehow believe God
is pleased with their heart attitude
and efforts. (l also believe in a
volunteer choir for similar reasons.)

Music is as ¡mportant as any
aspect or activity of anY church's
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SINGING (From page 13)

program and is a valuable means of
reaching people and meeting
certain needs. Too often the hymn
has been used somewhat as the
seventh-inning stretch, filler or
diversionary tactic to get the folks
ready for worship.

lf it is not an act of worship, we
are using far loo much time, talent,
energy and money on music. lf it is
an act of worship (and I believe it
should be), then it deserves our best
efforts.

Realization of the finest potential
depends on the attitude of every in-
dividual who is sharing in the praise
of God. Those who sit "out there" in
front of the pulpit should be con-
sidered a congregation, not an
audience. Just to be awestruck in
the presence of God (or in the face
of a beautiful special number) is
imperfect, inadequate, unworthy
worshio.

We need to experience an awe of
God, but we should also experience
praise, adoration, thanksgiving,
confession of sins and dedication of
our lives to His work. There is no
place for shallow, poorly rendered
hymns in worship, then.' As our predecessors, we need to
give some attention to the musical
composition (tune), which speaks to
our senses (heart). We should also
consider the texts (words) we sing,
for these will speak to our intellect
(mind) and must provide the
message we need to hear. When
happily wed, the tune and text will
speak to our entire being (soul) and
cause us to sit together in
"heavenly places" in worship of our
Lord.

We should sing unhesitatingly,
whole-heartedly as our souls are
gripped with the meaning of a hymn.
We should allow ourselves to be
completely engaged in the expres-
sion of our gratitude to God for His
love,

There is a place for special
(service) music in the worship ser-
vice, but not to the exclusion or
detriment of congregational singing
(hymnody). Guidelines for such

contributions by the choir or another
group or individual are similar to the
statemsnt on worship in hymn
singing. Any number that is neither
edifying to the church nor
magnifying to God is not suitable for
use in the church (praise or prayer),
The church is no place to exhibit the
talents of a self-seeking artist who
ignores the needs and interests of
the congregation in Christian music,

WITH ZEST OR FEELING

Some Christians have never ex-
perienced the joy of really entering
into a song service whole-heartedly.
Do not let a false sense of modesty
or timidity defeat you at this point.
Sing with gusto! Sing with emotive
force; Christianity has grounds for
excitement.

Exceptional music of the church
may "engage the mind, set the foot
tapping, the body tingling, penetrat-
ing to the depths of the soul" (Love-
lace and Rice, p. 16). Goosebumps
need not be out of place in church.

Good church music should stir
the emotions of the Christian, How-
ever, we do need to recognize the
difference between emotion and
sentimentality-the latter tends to
be emotion for the sake of emotion;
an enjoyment of self rather than
God. lt is the difference in feeling
good and working up a good feeling.

As something of a summary
statement for this section, it is in-
teresting to note the instructions of
John Wesley to his followers wilh
respect to singing (Lovelace and
Rice, p, 1 51).

Practical Rules to lmorove the
Singing:
1. Learn these tunes before you

learn any others; afterwards
learn as many as you please.

2. Sing them exactly as they are
printed here, without altering
or mending them; otherwise,
unlearn it as soon as you can.

3. Sing all. See that you join with
the congregation as frequently
as you can, Let not a slight de-
gree of weakness or weariness
hinder you. lf it is a cross to
you, take it up and you will find
it a blessing.

4. Sing lustily and with good
courage. Beware of singing as
if you are half dead or asleep;
but lift up your voice with

strength, Be no more afraid of
your voice now, nor more
ashamed of its being heard,
than when you sing the songs
of Satan.

5. Sing modestly, Do not bawl, so
as to be heard above and dis-
tinct from the rest of the
congregation-that you may
not destroy the harmony-but
strive to unite your voices to-
gether so as to make one clear
melodious sound.

6. Sing in time. Whatever time is
sung be sure to keep with it.
Do not run before nor stay
behind it; but attend close to
the leading voices, and move
therewith as exactly as you
can; and take care not to sing
too slow. This drawling may
naturally steal on us all who
are lazy; and it is high time to
drive it out f rom among us, and
sing all our tunes just as quick
as we did at first.

7. Above all, sing spiritually.
Have an eye to God in every
word you sing. Aim at pleasing
Him more than yourself, or any
other creature. ln order to do
this, attend strictly to the
sense of what you sing, and
see that your heart is not
carried away with the sound,
but offered to God continually;
so shall your singing be such
as the Lord will approve here,
and reward you when He
cometh in the clouds of
heaven.

IN RETROSPECT

I have tried to examine the 20th
century church singing, while
sharing a bit of history and
philosophy. There are no new ideas
here. They are those which have
been at the heart of fundamental
Christianity through the ages,
compatible with warm, evangelistic
services and worldwide outreach
programs.

ldeally, lvisualizea music
program for Free Will Baptists which
will be instructive, yet expressive of
our moods of worship, I see music
programs which give opportunity for
testimony and participation of the
saints while uniting them as one
organism and furnishing them with
that life-sustaining quality of Church



music. Generally, I see a musrc
program which meets the needs and
demands of a strong, vital
denomination of believers.

Luther stated, "Music is a delight-
ful, noble gift of God, and nearly
related to theology. Next to
theology, I esteem and honor
music." That is our heritage, then, a
music program which compliments
the ministry of the Word. Let us
cherish and nourish that heritage.

John Wesley was once asked,
"How shallwe guard against formal-
ity in public worship, particularly in
singing?" His answer is quite in-
structive. I share it that it may give
some guidance to us today
(Lovelace, Rice, p. 26).

'1. By preaching f requently on
that head

2. By taking care to speak only
what we feel

3. By choosing such hymns as
are proper for the congrega-
tion; generally hymns of prayer
or praise, rather than descrip-
tive of particular states

4. By not singing too much at
once; seldom more than 5 or 6
VETSES

5. By suiting the tune to the
nature of the hymn

6. By often stopping short and
asking the people, "Nowl do
you know what you said last?
Did you speak no more than
you felt? Did you sing unto the
Lord; with the Spirit and with
the understanding also?"

The Christian religion is, and
should be, a singing religion, Our
God has manifested Himself to us in
His creation, in His Son and in His
Word. We may rightly praise Him for
His creative powers, but we must
oraise Him who know His recreative
powers, We have a wonderful
legacy in church music, and many
reasons to use that heritage wisely,
but had we no other reason we have
a biblical imperative to sing.

Sing, then, my Free Will Baptist
friend. Sing unto the Lord a new
song; praise ye the Lord. lt is your
joyful duty, Let us sing a/[ Worthy is
the Lambl

ABOUT THE WRITER: Dr. Charles Hampton
¡s pres¡dent of Free Will Bapt¡st Music Fellow'
ship and an ¡nstructor at Free W¡ll Baptist
B¡ble Coilege, Nashville, fennessee. 
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Here's Your
Question!

By Wade T. Jernigan

Wade Jernigan is a well known pastor and evangelist in Free Will
Baptist circles. The North Carolina native has begun 16 Free Will Baptist
Churches since graduating from Free Will Baptist Bible College. He was
president of California Christian College, Fresno, from 1969-1978. He
now serves as Executive Secretary, California State Association of Free
WillBaptists.

QUESI/ON: Why do Free ANSWER: Scripture's obvious answer to this
Witt Bapt¡sts not speak in question is so simple it has been overlooked.
tongues? Paul stated in the most simple words,

". .. whether there be tongues, they shall
cease" (l Corinthians 13:8b).

The question arises, when did the
cessation take place? At least a partial an-
swer is found in Paul's words, "For we know
in part, (full revelation had not yet come) and
we prophesy in part, (without full revelation
there could be no complete prophesy) but
when that which is perfect is come, (when the
fulness of the word had come and been
confirmed) then that which is in part shall be
done away" (l Corinthians 13:9'10).

One should give thought to Mark 16:19'20
and Hebrews 2:3 when establ¡shing the
cessation of tongues as well as other early
church gifts that were given for signs.

Mark writes of "confirming" the gospel,
while the writer of Hebrews writes of the
gospel being already "confirmed". From the
time of Mark's "confirming" to the time of
Hebrews' "confirmed", the signs that ac'
companied the Word dropped off. Tongues
were such a sign (See I Corinthians 14:22').

Profit can be gained through a study of
"cease" (See I Corinthians 13:8), "done
away" (See I Corinthians 13:10) and "put
away" (See lCorinthians 13:11).

Beaders may address t elr questions to Mt. Jenigan al P.O. Box 1088, Nashvllle, Iennes-
see 37202. Ptaase t¡mtt each questlon to one specific toplc.'fherc will be no peßonal cotrcs'
pondence regardlng tåose quesl¡ons w/,lcñ arc not used in the magaz¡ne. The column w¡ll not

necessattly be considered the ofl¡c¡al voice of the denom¡nation rclat¡ve to the prcblems in'
volved.
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alcohol related. Alcohol is a contrib-
uting factor in 31 percent of homi-
cides, 36 percent of suicides, 31
percent of non-auto accidents and
75 percent of crimes,

There are an untold number of
broken homes, broken lives, broken
minds and tormented children that
must be included in the tragedy of
alcohol. Yes, drinking is social
alright, about as social as a rattle-
snake; "At the last it bites like a
serpent, and stings like a viper"
(Proverbs 23:32).
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By Thurmon Murphy

I n Rmerica today the drinking of
I alcoholic beverages is con-
I sidered a socially acceptable

practice. The businessman is ex-
pected to buy drinks for his client at
a business lunch. The society
hostess is expected to provide
drinks for her guests. Drinking has
become the social thing to do.

But just how social is drinking? To
be social is to be gracious and
friendly, to do pleasant things with
and for your fellow man. I think that
one can readily see that drinking is a
very unsocial thing to do. One of the
greatest social problems in America
is alcoholism. One hundred million
people in the United States over 15
years of age drink, and 11 million of
these are alcoholics.

Statistics show that 450,000 alco-
holics are added to the total each
year, 52 percent of the new
alcoholics are women. According to
the Department of Health. Education
and Welfare, for every alcoholic,
four other persons are affected by
their behavior. ln one year we are
spending in the United States $3S.
billion for alcohol, $500 million for
advertising and losing $25 billion in
work time, health and welfare ser-
vices and property damage.

Alcohol is one of America's
leading health problems (some re-
ports now say the number one
health problem) and the number one
drug problem. America's per capita
consumplion is about 35 gallons a
year.

Each year problem drinkers are
involved in one million traffic colli-
sions with more than 28,000 deaths
and 500,000 injured, Over 55
percent of all highway deaths are

fl merica's conscience and
Fl moral fiber are being swept a-
way in a cesspool of alcohol. lf you
think things are bad now just wait
around for ten years. Department
stores, trailer parks and camping
grounds, college dining rooms,
movie theaters, public parks and
beaches, homes for the aged, inter-
state and commuter buses,
hospitals, fast food chains, beauty
parlors and churches are all poten-
tial new outlets for liquor sales ac-
cording to Bernard Goldberg,
president of American Distilling
Company.

One of the great tragedies of our
time is the number of young people
who are turning to alcohol. Advertis-
ing is aimed primarily at the impres-
sionable and immature youth who
do not yet fully understand the
dangers of alcohol. Alcohol is slyly
addictive, and "the chains of habit
are too light to be felt until they are
too strong to be broken" and one is
"hooked."

Surveys show that half of our high
school students drink regularly, lt is
estimated by the federal govern-
ment that 1.3 million teenagers be-
tween 12 and 17 have very serious
drinking problems, Stephan Hall,
public education officer for the
Colorado State Patrol, said, "Our
indications are that alcohol is
coming back into being the number
one priority in terms of the drug
culture."

One does not have to become
inebriated to feel the ill effects of
booze. Many people believe that a
can of beer is less intoxicating than
the average drink of liquor. But a 12-
ounce can of beer, one ounce of
100-proof liquor, and a six-ounce

glass of wine are equal in their
effect on the body. Even one drink
has its effect and the cummulative
effects are even greater.

The effect of a drink or two will
vary from one person to another
because of such factors as body
weight, the amount and kind of food
in the stomach, fatigue, mood and
the amount of fatty tissue in the
body.

The effect of alcohol on the
human body is not felt untilthe alco-
hol reaches the bloodstream. When
the alcohol content in the blood
reaches 0.05 percent, a person's
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behavior differs from his normal be-
havior. At 0.10 percent he is con-
sidered unfit to drive a car by most
states.

ln general, after three drinks a
person's coordination is impaired,
and there is an increasing unsteadi-
ness in his ability to stand or walk.
Cells in lhe outer layer of the brain
are affected to the extent that the
ability to think and to learn is
altered. lnhibitions are lost, and the
drinker may talk more freely, feel
aggressive or even depressed. lt
doesn't take but a little to make a
drinker obnoxious to a non-drinker.

an a Christian be a drinker? On
this issue Christians fall into

two groups: those who feel it is
possible to drink in moderation with-
out damaging a Christian witness,
and those who hold that total ab-
stinance is the only way to be
assured that one keeps himself from
the dangers of alcohol and main-
tains an effective witness. Those
who teach moderation use the
following arguments:
1, The festival tithe money could be

spent for wine or strong drink and
consumed by the worshipper
(See Deuteronomy 1 4:26).

2. God provided good things for
man, including wine (See Psalm
104:14,15).

3. Jesus turned water into wine at
Cana (See John 2:1-10), and
drank wine Himself (See Luke
7:33,34).

4. Paul prescribed a little wine for
Timothy's stomach problems
(See lTimothy 5:23).

5. Deacons must not be "addicted
lo much wine" (lTimothy 3:8).

6. The traditional view through the
centuries has been moderation.
John Calvin, John Knox, John
Wesley and Martin Luther all
drank. They were, however,
against the excessive use of
alcohol.

7, While the Bible condemns
drunkenness and excessive
drinking, it does not demand total
abstinance,

e wish the Bible said, "Thou
shalt not drinkl" Neverthe-

less, there are biblical and moral
principles given which, in view of
modern conditions, should lead to
voluntary abstinance from all intoxi-
cants, Here are some reasons why I

personally am against social drink-
ing:
1, Because of the Bible verses that

denounce drunkenness and
excessive drinking (See Proverbs
20:1 ; Romans 13:13; I Corinthians
6:10; Ephesians 5:1 8).

2. Because of the weakness of the
arguments used in favor of social
drinking.

3. Because of our testimonies (See
Romans 14:13-21; I Corinthians
8:8-13), lf you want to ruin your

testimony among fundamental,
Bible believing Christians, just let
them know that you take an
occasional drink. You should pay
special attention to Romans
14:21, "lt is good not to eat meat
or to drink wine, or to do anything
by which your brother stumbles."

4. Because it makes good sense not
to drink. ln spite of all the failures
on the part of sociologists, psy-
chologists and the scientific
world to come up with a cure for
alcoholism, there remains one
foolproof , 100 percent effective
way to avoid the perils of alcohol
abuse-never take the first drink!

There are three things that
have neither rhyme nor reason,
that have never made sense to
me: cursing, smoking, and drink-
ing.

5. Because our bodies are the
temple of the Holy spirit (see I

Corinthians 6:19,20),
6. Because tolal abstinance is the

best possible example to set for
others,

7. Because only a little drink dulls
onê's senses, warps one's judg-
ment and deadens one's
spiritual sensitivity.

We should continue to remind our
people of the words of our church
covenant, "We promise by His
grace... to abstain... from all
sanction of the use and sale of intox-
icating bgverages., . ."

AEOUT THE WRITER: fhurmon Murphy is
M¡n¡ster of Educal¡on at F¡rst Free Will
Bapt¡st Chutch, Dayton, Oh¡o. L
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KENTUCKY PASTOR, 36,
WITH THE LORD

BOWLING GREEN, KY_REVETENd
Grant Saverance, 36, Pastor of
Trinity Free Will Baptist Church,
Bowling Green, died suddenly Satur-
day, August 19, following a brief
illness,

Brother Saverance suffered a
massive heart attack and cardiac
arrest less than two weeks before
his death. He had been hospitalized
in Bowling Green but was thought to
be regaining strength when the fatal
reversal occurred.

Funeral services were conducted
in Bay Branch Free Will Baptist
Church, Timmonsville, South
Carolina, August 22.The Reverends
Archie Ratliff, Jake Creech and H.
Reedy Saverance off iciated,

Mr. Saverance pastored chur-
ches in Kentucky, Missouri, Georgia
and North Carolina. He attended
Free Will Baptist Bible College,
Nashvi lle, Tennessee, 1 960-63.

He is survived by his wife,
Carolyn; two children, Deborah (14)
and Eddie (9); his mother, Mrs.
Louise Saverance; two sisters, Mrs.
Judy Thomas of South Carolina and
Mrs. Brenda Norris of St. Louis,
Missouri.

225 RALLY IN FIRST SERVICES

AT VIRGINIA CHURCH

CHESAPEAKE, VA.
Great Bridge Free
Will Baptist
Chu rch. Chesa-
peake, welcomed
2251o the first ser-
vice in its new
facilities, July 30.

The G reat
Bridge Church
was begun August
15, 1976, by Rev,
Charles Brown. Seven months later
Brown organized the group with 65
charter members. By September,
1977, a six and one-half acre tract
on Mt. Pleasant Road had been pur-
chased and a first-phase building
program launched.

Mr, Brown is a 1950 graduate of
Free Will Baptist Bible College. His
ministry for the past 28 years has
been characterized by bold thrusts
into local communities. He has
pastored in North Carolina, South
Carolina, Florida and Viriginia.

Prior to leading Great Bridge
Church f rom organization stage
through a building program, Brother
Brown pastored 131/z years at Col-
linswood Free Will Baptist Church,
Portsmouth, Virglnia. Among his
several major projects at Collins-
wood Church was the erection of an
87S-seat auditorium.

Brown also led his earlier pastor-
ates at St. Paul Free Will Baptist
Church, Elizabeth City, North
Carolina, and First Free Will Baptist
Church, Jacksonville, Florida, in
building efforts. He organized and
built the Windsor Park Free Will
Baptist Church in Cheraw, South
Carolina.

PUBLIC SERVICE C(¡MMISSI()N
REBUFFED AT
ARKANSAS MEETING

CONWAY, AR-The 21,000-mem-
ber Arkansas State Association of
Free Will Baptists bared its teeth at
Arkansas' Public Service Commis-
sion for unfair and excessive
electric rates charged by Arkansas
Power and Light Company (AP&L) to
churches.

AP&L drew fire because of "de-
mand meters" installed on
Arkansas churches which auto-
matically dispense electricity at
higher rates. Free Will Baptist state
officials were mandaled to protest
the dissatisfaction of the 600 Arkan-
sans attending the 81st annual
session at Camp Beaverfork, August
15-17.

Delegates finally decided theY
had fought sweltering 95-degree
weather and tin-roofed, unaircondi-
tioned buildings long enough. The
1979 state meeting will convene in
Fort Smith's Municipal Auditorium
next August. Only token opposition
surfaced to the across-state move.

The state executive board was
named as five-man committee to
submit a proposed standardized
questionnaire for ordination guide-
lines for ministers and deacons.
Their report is due at the 1979
session.

Trymon Messer, Associate
Director of National Home Missions,
keynoted both the state association
and Master's Men programs.
Wednesday night's record $1,500
missionary offering was divided
between Missionary PatsyVan Hook
and Arkansas State Missions.

ln other actlon delegates passed
an eleventh hour motion allowing
Arkansas Youth to raise $30,000 for
a swimming pool at Camp Beaver-
fork. State CTS Director Jim Pursell
reported monthly support of his
department in excess of $1,000 via
checkbook plan.

Moderator Carl Cheshire was re-
elected, Promotional Secretary
David Joslin commended lhe 227
Arkansas churches for giving more
than $550,000 to denominational
causes during the fiscal year.

FREE WILL BAPTIST
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PEDRO, OH-The fifth annual
Evangelistic Outreach Fellowship
and Homecoming held at Union
Free Will Baptist Church near
Wheelersburg, Ohio, on Sunday, July
16, was attended by 1,595 persons.
This set a new attendance record
for the 121-year-old congregation.
Simultaneous services were held in
the church sanctuary and in an 800-
capacity tent which was set up at
the rear of the church building to
accommodate the overflow crowd.

Speakers for the day included Dr.
Homer Willis, Rev. James Cremeans,
Evangelist Calvin Evans and Calvin

Ray Evans. Several singing groups
participated in the services.

Rev. Calvin Evans, the church
pastor, is also director of Evangel-
istic Outreach, lnc., which ministers
through a weekly radio-television
outreach over several stations, This
special day was attributed to the
radio-TV ministry with many
traveling from eight different states
to attend. The whole church was
involved in making it the most event-
ful day in the history of Union Free
Will Baptist Church with committees
working to carry out plans in all
areas of the program.

1,595 PERS(INS ATTEND FELLOWSHIP SUNDAY

CHURCHES UNITE TO

F(lRM CHRISTIAN SGH()(lL

PLEASANT VIEW, TN-Several
rural Free Wlll Baptist Churches in
Middle Tennessee in a united effort
formed the Pleasant View Christian
School. August 21 marked the first
day of school for 32 grade
schoolers.

According to Ron Parker, pastor
of Heads Free Will Baptist Church,
Cedar Hill, "What seemed like a
dream many months ago has now
become a reality. A burden for a
Christian School in our area was
laying heavy on the hearts of
several of the Free Will Baptist
pastors as well as many of the
laymen in the churches."

The schoolwas incorporated with
members of the corporation being
the pastor and one lay member of
each interested Free Will Baptist
Church. Plans are to add a new
grade each year until 12 grades are
provided.

Each of the four teachers, except
Kindergarten, supervises two
grades. They are using ABeka cur-
riculum, The fifth and sixth grade
teacher, Mr. Jack Saulsgiver, also
serves as principal.

The Good Springs Free Will
Baptist Church, Pleasant View, is
the temporary site for the school.
Earl Langley pastors.

18TH ANNUAL CONVENTION
MEXICAN NATIONAL
ASS(lCIATION

ALTA MIRA, TAMAULIPAS, MEXICO.
More than 300 delegates and
visltors registered ln this city for the
18th Annual Conventlon of the Free
Wlll Baptlst Mexlcan National Asso-
clation held July 14-16.

Efforts are continuing to reestab-
lish an institute for the training of
local church workers. The move is
strongly supported by national
pastors.

Delegates to the summer
gathering conducted buslness ses-
sions and worship services in
facilities provided by the Free Will
Baptist Church of Alta Mira, Tamau-
lipas, Mexico. Lazaro de la Rosa
pastors.
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L()CAL ASSEMBLY SP()TLIGHTED
AS CHURCH ()F THE WEEK

CAPE GIRAR-
DEAU, MO-Fri-
day, July '13, the
Bulletin-Journal, a
Cape Girardeau,
M issou ri, news-
paper, featured
First Free Will
Baptist Church,
Cape Girardeau,
as "Church of the
Week."

The many-faceted church has
three distinctive outreaches in its
puppet ministry, deaf ministry and
Bible lnstitute which began in Sep-
tember and is open to the public. ln
less than one year membership at
the innovative Missouri church has
doubled.

According to Pastor Frank Giunta
the church is committed to "the im-
portance of being versatile in
service. "

Bulletin-Journal officials cited
First Free Will Baotist Church as a
"strongly fundamental, Bible
believing, Bible teaching church
which teaches salvation by faith
through grace plus nothing."

H()RT()N HEIGHTS CHURCH

CELEBRATES FOUR FREED()MS

NASHVILLE, TN-Members of
Horton Heights Church, Nashville,
spent more than five hours July 4
celebrating f reedoms. The after-
noon-evening activities began with a
variety of games on the front lawn,
followed by a cook-out.

When the six o'clock service
began, members' hearts were
turned toward "Freedom in Christ,"
"Free to Be An American," and
"Free to Be Me." The final note of
freedom sounded out quite joyfully
when God was given thanks for their
being "Free from lndebtedness."

On July 17, '1953, 23 interested
persons met at Free Will Baptist
Headquarters Building to lay plans
for establishing a church in West
Nashville. Three years later the
growing congregation purchased
two lots on which the oresent
building was constructed. Under the
direction of Executive Chu rch
Bonds, lnc., the Horton Heights con-
gregation built a new sanctuary in
1 964.

July 4 was indeed a day of joyful
celebration as worshipers at Horton
Heights Church praised God for who
He is and thanked Him for what He
has done in their midst.
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PASTORAL CHANGES

CALIFORNIA
Clarence Metcalf to Greenf ield

Church, Greenfield

GEORGIA
Billy Brown to First Church,Eastman

tLLtNOtS
David Burgess to Hazel Dell

Church, Sesser

KANSAS
Elwin Clifton to Bethel Church,

Kansas City
M¡ke Rhodes to First Church.

Emporia

DIRECTORY UPDATE

MtssouRl
Jerry McArthur to Hannon Church,

Liberal

MONTANA
E. B. Ledlow to First FWB Mission,

Billings from First Church, Pleasant
Grove. AL

NORTH CAROLINA
Steve Ashby to St. John Church,

Goldsboro
Kenneth Deal to Arr¡ngton Heights

Church, Lexington

oHto
Jack Henry to Antioch Church,

Wheelersburg

OKLAHOMA
Randall Hood to Central Church,

Tulsa

TENNESSEE
Burl Brewer to First Church, Mur-

freesboro
Roy F. Duckett to East Sweetwalor,

Sweetwater f rom First Church, Myrtle
Beach, SC

E. E. McMillen to First Church,
Newport from Mt. CalvarY Church,
Perryman, MD

Sherman Grace to Pine View
Church, Kingsport

OTHER PERSONNEL
Daryl Ellis and David Huett to Trinity

Church, Br¡dgeton, MO, as M¡nister of
Educalion and Minister of Youth

Phil Davis to Cordova Church,
Cordova. AL, as Associate Paslor
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Currently . . .

By
JACK WILLIAMS

The fall enlargement campaign at Cro¡¡
Tlmbcr¡ FWB Church, Narhvlllc, TN, has
taken on a newdimenslon. The reach out and
get more effort ls being done ln a famlly con-
text. Accordlng to pastor Garncll Rold,
"Each and every family in our church is
encouraged to reach at least one other family
for the Lord."

Securing teachers for Vacation Bible
School is getting to be more complicated by
the year. The innovative Southcrn Oakc FWB
Church, Oklahoma Clty, OK, and ils alert
oastor Jamos Puckctt reached into the Uni-
versity of Oklahoma for VBS personnel. Dr.
Ed Bllck lectured two hours nighlly on the
subject "The Bible, Science and Creation."
VBS participants from grades eight through
adult status heard Dr. Blick.

Mid-August was inventory t¡me at Collogo
Lakes FWB Church, Fayoltovlllo, NC. Pastor
Bobby Glcnn Smlth and members looked
back on a fast paced year which resulted in
38 professions of faith, the church mortgage
being eliminated 17 years in advance and a
concentrat€d educational outreach
established by the congregalion.

Here is a rose for 52 young people and
chaperones from Phllllpr Chapcl FWB
Church, Sprlngdalc, AR. The Motel 6 in Con-
way, AR, sent a lstter of commendation to
Pastor Loy Counl! expresslng appreclation
for the well-mannered, courteous young
people who stayed at the molel durlng
Arkansas' State CTS Rally, lt ls a trlbute to
any church wh€n the buslness communlly
recognlzes the dlsclpllned llfe of Chrlstlanlty
even ln lts young p€ople.

Would you pay four-yearold Shawn
Kc¡ncr $1 00 to walk a mlle? Somebody dld. lt
was all part of Flr¡t Frcc Wlll Eapllrt Church,
F¡y¡ttcvlll¡, AR, walkathon lo purchase new
hymnals. Slxteen young people partlclpated
ln tho 12.mlle marathon, Accordlng to Pastor
Ern¡¡t John¡on th6 walkers earned approxl-
mately $700 toward the hymnal proJect.

Attendance has doubled at S.êond FWB
Church, Llbrnon, MO, slnce lts d€dlcatlon of
new facllltles ln July of '77. Attendance
durlng the summer monlhs of 1978 soared
above tho 85 mark. Paetor Jo. Fulk¡r¡on has
extended the rlght hand of fellowshlp to 34
new membere slnce lhe church moved to lts
new locatlon,

CONTACT welcomes the Hrzrl Dcll
Hlghllghlr, publlcatlon of Hrzcl Dcll FWB
Church, Sc!!cr, lL. Pastor Davld Eurgcæ
and hls staff have begun a snappy book
revlew corner featurlng thumbnall skelches
of new addltlons to the church llbrary.

lnstead of complalnlng about the blue
Monday syndromo, a number of men at Flrsl
FWB Church, North Lltllc Rock, AR, have
lnitlated a 6 a.m. prayer meetlng at tho
church altar to help Mondays get off to a
belter start. Pastor Bcn Scoll sald that
although the earth dldn't shake and no lnstant
mlracles were wltnessed. he knows that
prayers and tears are never wasted.

Pastor John Stagga and members of East
Sldc FWB Church, Muldrow, OK, dlscoverecl
a delightful way lo spend $7,000 this summer.
The money spent is all out front and highly
visible where anyone who wants can view the
results. The financial expend¡ture included
bricking the parsonage, adding lwo rooms
and installing cenlral air condition¡ng.

Missionary appointee 1o lvory Coast, Mlke
Couslneau, stirred record excilement at
Fellowohlp FWB Church, Nashyllle, TN,
during an August Vacation Bible School.
Youngsters rallied quarters and dollars
during lhe week until when the fiveday
session ended more than $420 was deposited
in the Cousineau account. Another $84
monlhly faith pledge committment followed.
Joo Grlmmolt pastors.

Every church must compete with itself lor
success. Paslor Homer Young of Capltol Hlll
FllB Church, Oklahoma Clty, OK, knows that
so he recently presented members with a 10-
year linancial picture. According to available
church statistics giving at Capitol Hlll in 1968
was Just over $34,000; in 1977 tithes and
offerlngs had leaped more than 100 percent
to exceed $72,000.

Every Free Will Baptist Church should try
thls. Pastor Qcorgc Smlth and memþers of
Sophlr FWB Church, Sophl¡, WV, began a
scholarshlp fund and made lt avallable to any
member decldlng to attend Frcc Wlll 8!ptl!t
Blblc Collcgc. There may be many Fre€ Wlll
Baptist young people anxlous to att€nd one of
our Blble colleges who only ne€d a tug of thls
sorl ln order lo make that rlght declslon.

More than 1000 Ml¡rourl youths altended
youth camp durlng the summ€r months al
Nhngur. Offlclals report a total of 225
declslons for Chrlst recorded durlng ths three
wsek sêsslon.

Sponcrr Roed FWB Church,9plncrr, OK,
purchased an addltlonal acre adjolnlng thelr
pr€sent church property. Pastor W¡ldo
Young sald, "The land ls zoned commerclal
thus lt cost us $20,000, half of whlch was
donaled back to the church," Ten thousand
dollar donatlons make land Þurchasos not
qulte so rlsky after all.

The dally radlo þroadcast of Flrll FWB
Church, Dcroto, MO, has been dlscontlnued
in favor of a Sunday mornlng 9:30 broadcast
on radlo slatlon KHAD accordlng to Pastor
Charlc¡ Mlll¡r.

A new pollcy has been adopted by Mt.
Crlylry FWB Church, Hookcrlon, NC,
regardlng chlldren under twGyears-old ln the
servlces. Whlle a nursery ls avallâbl€ soms
mothers do not wlsh to tak€ advantage ol
nursery facllltles. Accordlng to Pastor Jrck
Cox a speclal "Mother's slttlng room" com-
plete wlth large glass wlndow and lnstalled
speaker has been deslgnated for those
mothers who have small chlldren and would
rather not use the nursery.

Men and boys at Hamlllon FWB Church,
Hamlllon, AL, strolled lnto the audltorlum
wavlng claw-hammers and slx-penny nalls.
The uprlslng was sparked by the arrlval of
new paneling and carpet. Pastor W. B.
Hughcr led the work crew in a carpet and
panel happening.

Pastor Dale Burdcn of Falrmount Park
FWB Church, Norlolk, VA, announced lhal
all the church properties located on Brest
and Argonne Avenues in lhe city have been
sold. The Fairmount Park congregatlon will
be relocated at Galcway Blblc Collcgc
property in the spring of 1979. Burden
reported that the congregation hopes to have
a new auditorium completed by March.

For 37 years Harold Donahuo worked for
Cannon Mllls. He was also vice-moderator of
the Piedmont Association in North Carolina.
Brother Donahuê has quit his job with
Cannon Mills and become the full time pastor
of Clermont Avenue FWB Church, Kan-
napolle.

Trlnlty FWB Church, Grecnvlllc, NC, and
Pastor Van Dalc Hud¡on sponsored a one-
day Bible Conference September 27. Among
the several speakers dlscusslng the theme
"Blbllcal Separatlon ln Our Day" were
Alabama paslor R¡chlrd Cordcll and North
Carolina ministeraþlarge Ouy Owcnr.

Congratulatlons to Pastor Jakc Crccch of
Prorpccl FWB Church, Dunn, NC. Members
presented Brother Creech with keys to a new
1978 Ford. The Jubllant pastor reflected, "ll
was a complete surprlse to me. While ll was a
thrlll to recelve the car, lt was a greater
blesslng to soe the Joy of the church as they
gave lt."

And speaklng of automoblles, Pastor
Gcorgc Lynn of Vlrl¡ Hlll¡ Ft{8 Church, Vrn
Burcn, AR, now has the plnk sllp lo a new
Chevrolel. Pastor Lynn has had an excltlng
mlnlstry at Vlsta Hllls Church, Members
want€d to express thelr d€ep appreclatlon for
hls untlrlng elforts.

Several pastors ln northern Arkrn¡¡r
have led ln launchlng of a new mlsslon work
ln the ar€a of Arh Fht. Threg acres were
ourchas€d ln the Qr¡¡n M¡rdow¡ subdlvlslon
lats last sprlng, More than $3,500 has been
ralsed toward the purchase prlce of thE land
whlch ls $10,000. Securlng land was only
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phase one for the visionary Arkansans. Phase
two includes a December area-wide
saluration evangelism effort. Phase three is a
mbn 979 bulldlng program lo result ln a per-
manont meetlng place. Phase four ls a self-
supportlng church. Johnlc Halc has agreed
to serve as pastor of the jolnt venture work
eff€ctive December 1.

Camp Beaverlork near Conway' AR' was
summer home for 781 Arkansas campers.
According to state CTS Dlrector Jlm Pur¡ell
altendance lncreased 244 lrom 1977, and
this is the flrst year slnce 1975 lo show an
increase. Some 160 helpers assisted in camp
activities.

Paul Ketteman went home happy from
Foreet Grove FWB Church, when members
rallied 1o a Bible College day and presenled a
$2,000 gift. Kelteman is director of public
relalions al FWBBC. Douglas Roberson
pastors the Knoxvllle, TN, congregation.

Members of Guln FWB Church, Guln, AL,
gave and committed by faith promises nearly
$5,000 to Free Will Baptist Bible College in an
area wide rally. Dr. L. C. Johnson, college
president, was ¡n attendance at the rally.
Rlchard Cordell oastors.

That just goes to prove that July does not
have to be a slumo month in Free W¡ll Baotist
churches. Calyary Fellowshlp FWB Church,
Fonton, MO, received 31 new members inlo
their group in July. Jerry Norrlg is the excited
oaslor.

ln what has been termed a major offensive
Flrat FWB Church, Church Hlll, TN, and
Pastor M. C. Taylor have launched a 50day
attack on the devil. The attack was launched
September 10, and the battle will continue
until October 29 when the congregat¡on
expects lo have 300 attending lheir services
who have been set free from the bonds of
Satan.

Mlseourl Promotlonal Secrelary Clarence
Burlon helped Easlorn Gate FWB Church,
Sprlngllold, MO, dedicate its new building in
June. The group also organized a Woman's
Auxiliary with 10 charter members. Blll
Swearlngen paslors.

The 16th Annual session of North Carolina
Free Will Baptisls honored Ronald Croech,
dlroclor ol development Free W¡ll Baptist
Bible College, Nashville, TN, with an appreci-
ative plaque. State offic¡als presented the
plaque lo Mr. Creech in appreciation for 10
years of service as North carolina state
evangelist and promolional director.

Flrst FWB Church, Hendor¡on, TX, and
Pastor Harold Tcague took a giant step of
laith and set a $2,000 goal lo help send
missionary Ken Eagloton back to Brazil. The
local church raised $5,400 almost tripling
their original goal!

When 40 Mexican-Americans showed uÞ
for a Sunday afternoon preaching service,
Pastor Davld Trollor knew that the new oul-
reach of Fallh FWB Church, San Antonlo,
TX, was hav¡ng a degree of success. Troller
and members had begun a work lo reach lhe
Mexican-Americans in their communily.
Although more than 70 attended a Saturday
nlght singing, the greater excitemenl came
when a smaller group took the time to attend
the Sunday Bible study.

They think they have a real bargain in
Temple, TX. Miss¡onary Paslor Sanlord Davlt
and the eager congregat¡on of Llghthouso
Flt/B Church invesled $10,400 and pur-
chased four acres to be used for church
expansion.

Whlle baptismal services are interesting,
this one f rom Guln, AL, will long be
remembered. lt seems that Pastor Trollls
Mayhall of Froc Watero FWB Church bap'
tized 11 one Sunday in July, The 85 people
attendlng witnessed an inleresting conf ronta-
tlon when Pastor Mayhall carefully baptized
one convert who was six feel elght inches tall
and weighed 321 pounds.

Cordova FWB Church, Cordova, AL, began
a kindergarten and day care for the church
and community in August. Buddy Honry
pastors.

Dr. Rogor C. Reede, dhoctor, Froo Wlll
Baptlst Sunday School Deparlment, con-
ducted a Sunday school seminar August 21-
23 at Bethany FWB Church, Broken Arrow,
OK. Ray Gwarlnoy pastors.

CONTACT welcomes The Beacon,
publication of Boacon FWB Church,
Raytown, MO. Pastor Roger Harwell edits the
well-illustrated weekly.

"Man of the Year" award in Canton, NC,
went to Free Will Bapt¡st Pastor Larry
Hughes. The Canlon Klwanls Club made the
presentation in appreciation for Hughes 1978
community service through the Haywood
County Rescue Squad.

Jaoanese Pastor Gombol Uchlkoshl and
his family toured the United States in July and
August. Mrs. Uchikoshi and her husband
sang at the National Association in Kansas
Cily, MO.

They tried lo get an evangelist lo come for
revival meetlng but none were able to come
on such short notice. However, Pastor
Gordon Sebaetlan and members of Peace
FWB Church, Wllgon, NC, really believed
they should have a revival whether a guest
sÞeaker could be secured or nol. They began
their own revival w¡thout a special speaker or
ads in a local newspaper. The results-over
'100 teenagers in Sunday school, 50 rededi-
cal¡ons on two Wednesday nights, 85 on
visitation and a surge of growth in the bus
ministry.

The big Copperhead Hunt near McEwon,
TN, ended in July. Pastor Pat Burttram of
Ploasant Rldge FWB Church said children
attending the Vacation Bible School collected
$106, most of it in pennies, for the Allan
Crowson missionary account.

Radio station WHYD, Columbus, GA,
named Emmanuel FWB Church of Columbus
their church of the week and furnlshed nine
spot announcements per day as well as a
cerllficate to the congregalion.

ln what may have been lhe first such cere-
mony in a Free Will Baptist Church, Chaplaln
Jamea L. Langord of Fort Campbell, KY, ad'
mlnistered the oath of office to his brother-in-
law, Kerry Steedley, who has been assigned
as a chaplain to Fort Campbell, Both
chaplains are members of Free W¡ll Baptist
Churches, The service look place at Double
Branch F\18 Church, Hawklnovllle, GA.

Jamee Oeborng pastors.
Hlllgdale Free Wlll Baptlst Collogo has

received an Olivetti S-14 writing system as a
gift from Alexander and Alexander, a Tulsa,
OK, business firm. The system, an electronic
typewr¡ter that permits automatic typing and
makes all typ¡ng asslgnments easier, was
given through efforts of Blll Campbell, an
employee of the lirm and member of Flrsl
FWB Church, Tulsa,

Dr. Stanley Outlaw, Bible professor at
FWBBC. Nashville, TN, conducted a five'day
teaching seminar at Shlloh FWB Church,
Brlstol, VA, July 24-28. Outlaw taughl two
courses nightly for use in teacher training.
Waltor Slatzor Pastors.

The radio ministry at Fellowshlp FWB
Church, Klng¡port, TN, is a twodimensional
oulreach. Each Saturday morning the church
has a regular program and then scatlers 30
spots in prime l¡me throughout the month.
Wlnston Sweenoy pastors.

Maranatha FWB Church' Ardmore, OK,
has voted to begin supporting the national
Coooerative Plan at the rate of $100 per
month. Loroy Holman Paslors.

A. B. Brown and Dalo Burden have co'
authored a 3o-page Recommended Reading
List for Christian Workers. Burden is paslor of
Fairmount Park FWB Church, Norfolk, VA'
and Brown is Dean of Galeway B¡ble College.
The sofi bound volume lists a number of
maior, trusted authors and also provides a lisl
of publishers and authors to be avoided.

Some churches would stop when they
reached a monlhly failh Promise to
missionaries totalling $300. That was not the
case with Centerpolnt FWB Church, Vllonla'
AR. When missionaries Norman and Bsssle
Rlcharde came for a missions revival, lhe
church rallied 1o present them wilh a $2,000
check. Sldney Sawrle Pastors.

Tupelo FWB Church' Tupelo, MS' has pur
chased property adioining them which con'
lains a two-bedroom house w¡th garage and
caroort. Mlnlster ol Muolc and Youlh Larry
Gunnoe has moved into the dwelling. The 100

by 100 foot property block was secured
under the guidance of Pastor Bllly Bevan.

Like most pastors who live ¡n parsonages

12 years and accrue no equity for a home,
Trymon Messor couldn't help but have
second thoughts as he prepared to leave the
pastorate at Flrsl FWB Church, Sallna' KS'
lo assume Associate Direclor duties with the
Home M¡ss¡ons DePartment.

Brother Messer need not have been con-
cerned. As a parting gift to the Messer family,
the church presented them w¡th a $4'000
check to helo make the transition from par'
sonage dweller 1o home owner.

From the front porch of his new house at
4876 Whittier Avenue in Old Hickory' TN'
Trymon sends word, "Those people at First
Church, Salina, KS, are the best people in the
world." A



CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE

By Leroy Forlines

Christian liberty must be Chris-
tian, not just liberty. But Christian
liberty is not absolute liberty. lt ìs
liberty within a f ramework. This
framework involves a deeo com-
mitment to Christian values and
principles. Liberty must never be
allowed to weaken or corrupt these
values and principles.

ln introducing this series on
Christian liberty, I made a distinction
between soteriological legalism
(salvation by works) and ethical
legalism (the approach which seeks
to express every ethical decision in
terms of a law). The concern of this
series is to set forth Christian liberty
as the correct approach to ethics
rather than ethical legalism,

Liberty of the believer is a very
important doctrine. However the
program of God's priority was given
to establishing values and principles
rather than liberty. This is seen in
the fact that values are exoressed
strongly in the Old Testament.
Furthermore, values and principles
are given special attention in the
ministry of Jesus. What we now
speak of as Christian liberty did not
become a reality until the New Tes-
tament Church was established.

The point is this. ln the program of
redemption, for the first few thou-
sand years God stressed the fact
that He is holy. One of the main
burdens of the Old Testament was

LIMPIIVG TOUI(AßD LIBEßTY
PART II

to underline God's holiness. As a
holy God He would not tolerate sin.
Holiness involves righteousness,
justice and dedication to God.

There are four basic values in the
Christian system of truth. ïhese are
holiness, love, wisdom and ideals.
Love is revealed in the Old
Testament, but it finds its highest
revelation in the New Testament.
Wisdom is particularly stressed in
the book of Proverbs and continues
to be significant in the New Testa-
ment. ldeals, relating with ex-
cellence, are given attention
throughout the Bible.

These values were well estab-
lished in God's revelation to man
long before the introduction of the
doctrine of liberty. Certainly, the
liberty God grants to a Christian in
the expression of these values is not
to be used to weaken these values
that God spent so long in stressing
prior to the introduction of liberty.

We start with a commitment to
values and move to the doctrine of
liberty, rather than starting with
liberty and then seek to f ind a place
for values,

One might ask: Why did God wait
so long before He rntroduced the
doctrine of liberty to His people? The
answer is that God's oeoole had to
be prepared for the experience of
liberty. lt is like the development of
the human personality,

An adult has more liberty than a
child. The child's training and ex-
perience as he advances toward
adulthood prepare him for adult
liberty, So it is with the people of

God. The training and experiences
prior to the establishment of the
New Testament Church was
designed to prepare them for liberty
granted to those making up the New
Testament Church.

God viewed His people as being
immature in the days of the Old Tes-
tament (See Galatians 3:24). The
word translated "schoolmaster" is
the word paidagogos which means
child leader.The paidagogos was a
trusted slave given charge of the
boys in wealthy Greek and Roman
homes, He was in charge of the
young boys between the ages of f ive
or six to 16 or 17. By calling the
Mosaic Law a paidagogos, Paul was
saying that God vìewed His people
as being immalure when they were
under the Mosaic Law.

ln Galatians 3:25 Paul speaks
about the fact we are no longer
under the paidagogos, This means
as New Testament Christians we
are viewed as being mature
because we have been delivered
from the child leader. (For a more
comolete discussion of Old Testa-
ment believers being considered
immature and New Testament
believers considered mature see
Chapter five in Biblical Elhlcs by
Leroy Forlines.)

Liberty is granted to us as New
Testament Christians because God
views us as being mature as
compared with Old Testament
believers. The next article will
elaborate this ooint more. 
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Layman

Speaks OutI
By Cliff Ponder

I .r concerned aoout the ao-

I vances that the charismatic
I movement is making in our
ranks, We have traditionally main-
tained a conservative, fundamental
orientation to the Scriptures, This
oremise decries the so-called
"second workings of grace" which
includes the concept of being filled
with the Holy Spirit sometime after
the conversion experience, a strong
emphasis on divine healing as mani'
fested through one medium or
healer and the Practice of gloss-
alalia or speaking in tongues,

For the past few years, the charis-
matic movement has infiltrated the
ranks of Catholics, Protestants, and
now, alas, Baptists. This movement
is characterized by small, neighbor-
hood prayer meetings, close asso-
ciation in ecumenical ministerial
conferences, joint worship services
and a trend to group dramatics and
musical renditions as a pretext for
worshio.

Within the last year or so, a Pro-
nounced impact has been made
against some of our traditional doc-
trines, valugs, positions and
practices in the name of "gosPel
music."

Music now being introduced into
our worship services by this move-
ment is reminiscent of the folk
ballad: heavily individualized, syn-
copated and often guitar-accom-
panied. lt emphasizes the "l lovs
Jesus" theme, focuses on the well-
being of the indivldual, and ln short
lulls the listener into an euphoric
high. You feel everything is "beauti-
ful," This is quite similar to the
reported high that comes f rom
taking drugs.

Everyone gets involved in
choruses, touching and clapping, lt
ls what was called a "happening" ln

the 60's and early 70's, lt does not
generate reverence and worship. lt
capitalizes on emotion, feeling and
involvement. lt is highly production,
entertainment, program oriented,
When it's over you feel like you've
seenashow,aprogram.

Aside from the confusing implica-
tion that this is gospel music and is
conducive to worship is the
damaging and erosive influence the
movement is having on the
preaching of the Word. This music
does not lay a foundation for the
subsequent preaching of the Word.

Christian, worship music must
unite the souls of the listeners and
prepare hearts for the Word of God.
It must, if it is good church music,
relate to the atonement of Christ, to
the love of God and hold God higher
than the individual. lt must leave in
the heart of the listener/singer (long
after the last strains of the song
have died) the distinct realization of
the total salvation plan and ready
our hearts for food f rom the Word.

It is not enough just to feel good
after you have sung or heard a song,
This erosion of the gospel base
injects the music beyond its rightful
place and actually inf ringes on
sacred ground, lt should not be per-
mitted to happen,

We need to guard against the
highly emotional involvement of the
charismatic movement, We cannot
oermit our music to evolve into a
"gospel rock" format. We must not
infringe on the rightful place of the
preached message of God. We must
keep decorum in our services, Yet
keeo them alive and vibrant. We
need to be strong and exert leader-
shio ln these times when it is easler
to let others lead,
ABOUT THE WRITER: Clllf Ponder ls rnus/c
dlrector at Petaluma Frea Wlll Bdptlst
Church, Petaluma, Callfornla, Ho leacñ€s a

Sunday sc/roo/ c/ass and holds the rank ol
nalot ln the Amy Reserve, L
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OUR
READERS
COMMENT

DISHES WAIT UNTIL CONTACT IS READ

I have iust rcce¡ved the July specla/ lssue
ol CONTACT and as usual began glancing
through ¡t at the more lntercst¡ng top¡cs. But
aftet read¡ng the lirst paragraphs of "Women
and the Blble", I ga¡ned the courage to g¡ve ¡n
to my des¡re and sit down and rcad the whole
th¡ng,

While ny baby took a nap all I had to do
was /el lñe dlsl,es wa¡t . . . ¡n ordq to read
the magaz¡ne. lt certainly was time well used.
I am so gratelul lor the spiritual uplilt and
challenge as wel/ as the pr¡de I felt in be¡ng a
Free Wlll Baptist.

I so apprec¡ate such fundamental teachlng
of God's Word and enjoy immensely fhe fest -
mon¡als. They remlnd me again that people
the world over have that same bas¡c need to
be evangelized and that our l¡ttle coner ls not
the only one. Connle Burks

F ayettev ¡ I le, Arkansas

APPRECIATES EXTENSIVE COVERAGE
Than? you lot thorough and excellent

covercge ln CONTACT. You and yout co-
laborcrc are dolng a commendable tdsk fot
Frce Will Eaptisfs evetywhare who deslrc to
rcad and Rnow of the actlvlt¡es of our denoml-
natlon. M/'s. Agnes B. Frazler

Ashland Clly, Iennessee

TI'ANTS EXTRA C()PIES FOR NEIGHEORS
I have ¡ust ilnlshed read¡ng my July

CONTACT. I'm encloslng a check lor five
morefor my ne¡ghbots. Mrs. Maty Staten

Pocahontas. Arkansas

TO() MUCH PERSONAL OPINION
I need morc oÍ the Word of God and not so

much personal op¡n¡on.
Rev. R. J. Reynolds, Pastor

Bethel Frce Will Baptlst Chutch
Marlon, NotthCarcl¡na

}IEED CHILDREN'S COLUMN
We reaily appreciate the ¡nsp¡rct¡onal and

¡nformat¡ve att¡cles in CQNTACT. We are
constantly encourcg¡ng our church membeß
to suöscr,Þe. tt is the most ¡mponant
periodical in our home.

We would lihe to see a children's column
added ¡n the future lf f/¡rs is ¡n any wayposslö/e. Rev.'fom Rolen, Pastor

Stacy Free W¡il BaptlstChutch
Stacy, North Carolina

NEED T() SAY MORE

ABOUT flLOER PREACHEßS
Thank you for "Brietcase" ('We Do Nof

Want To Ret¡rc") ¡n the March rssue of
CONTACT ¡n favor of all of us soon-lo-öe
anclenfs.

You did us a tremendous lavu ln present-
lng, not only our case on ag¡ng, but also our
desfes to 0e used for our Lord and our
church. I leel that you have rendered an
lnvaluabla sorylce fo us a// dnd that posltlve
results wlll be lorthcomlng ln thls araa.

Do lt agalnl Get some personal ex-
presslons lrom some of the brcthren over lhe
denomlnatlon as to theh ambltlons and
aspl|€tþns ln thelr aglng years. Frcm them
perhaps our Free Will Baptlst people nlght be
able to tomulate a deflnltlve program ol how
to use tñis potentlal lorce of wisdom and ex-
peilence to a better advantage.

Bev. Damon C. Dodd, Pastor
New Home Frce W¡il BaptlstChurch

Colqu¡tt, Georgla

MOST PEOPLE PBEFER "CURßEI{TLY''
. . . I want to compl¡ment you on CON-

TACT. I espec¡ally l¡ked the last copy (July) I
rcce¡ved. I th¡nk that Currcntly is the favor¡te
column ol most people. We arc deslgned to
lkegossþ /suppose. Rev. John H. West

Free Will Baptist Pastor-at-Large
Tulsa. Oklahoma

CANADIAN PASTOR WRITES
I like CONTACT and feel "Parable of the

Black Samaritan" is Reader's Digest mateilal.

Pn¡t¡p Anerson, Pastot
P ilmlt¡ve Baptist Chu tch

Hol mesville, N ew Bru nswick
Canada

..BRAV(I'" 
APRIL ISSUE

Bravol The April CONTACT ls lñe öest yet,
I especlally enloyed "Vlve les Femmes"
(edltorlal) and thlnk that I shail lrcme lt.

I had gredt lun plcturlng the "sailylng"
sheep heñers dnd goat rcpeß, A polnt weil
taken and so vlvld.

The whole magazlne was worth my tlne.
Connle Bomar

Fresno, Calitornia
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By Donna Carr

alance-we see the law in
action watching children see-
saw or ride bikes, We strug-

gle in an attempt to make our check-
books achieve it; we prepare meals
according to its principle, and the
advertising media tell us our
shampoos and cosmetics must
have a proper degree of it. But what
is it? We see it, we hear about it, we
work for it; but just what is this thing
we call "balance"?

Ask a tightrope walker and he'll
tell you something about bodily
equilibrium, the inner ear and the
big toe, Ask a psychologist and he'll
say emotional and mental stability.
Ask an artist and he'll answer that it
is the pleasing harmony of various
elements in a painting. Ask a book-
keeper and he'll reply that it is a
proportionate equality between
debits and credits. Ask a Christian
and the shrug of his shoulders will
tellyou that he doesn't know,

Equilibrium, stability, harmony
and equality; balance includes all
these qualities, and only when a
Christian achieves some level of
them will he be victorious in his daily
walk with the Lord.

The life of Christ reveals perfect
balance. Luke 2:52 tells us that
"Jesus increased in wisdom (mental
growth) and stature (physical
growth) and in favor with God
(spiritual growth) and man (social

Tipping The

growth)." lf our lives are radiating
the nature of Christ, balance will be
exhibited in our lifesytles and per-
sonalities.

ls there harmony between these
four areas-the mental, physical,
spiritual and social-in your life? ls
there equality, or are the scales
tipped in favor of one area at the
expense of another?

First of all, let's consider mental
growth. ln what areas has your
knowledge increased in the last six
months? When was the last time you
read a book for the purpose of
learning? What can you do now that
you couldn't do a year ago? How
much of the newspaper do you
actually read, and how well do you
listen to and understand the news
broadcasts that are continually
before you? Are you able to carry on
a conversation with almost anyone,
or are you often left out because you
simply know nothing of what those
around you are discussing.

There is so much to know, (and so
little time) so get busy. Everyone has
room for mental growth. lt ls a bad
reflection on the Christ we love
when Christians often seem to be
the dumbest people around.

On the other hand there are those
who depend too heavily on know-
ledge, on the wisdom of this world.
They find their fulfillment (and
superiority) in their keen, rational
minds. They become self-sufficient

and proud. Their wisdom becomes
the measuring stick for everything
else.

Paul warns the Corinthians that
"knowledge puffeth up" (See 1

Corinthians B:1 ). Today's Christians
need to be reminded of this as more
and more they rely on their own
knowledge and strength rather than
God's. ln light of man's unused
potential and God's infinite wisdom
even the most intellectual among us
have no room to boast.

A balance is needed between
these two extremes. Knowledge is
good; mental growth is needful, but
it is not to be man's ultimate aim or
finalauthority.

Secondly, Luke says that Jesus
grew physically. How do you shaPe
up in this area? (Now you weren't
asked "Are you g rowing
physically?" for that is the last thing
needed by far too many People!)
Your body does not belong to You,
and as a steward of the temPle of
the Spirit of God, how do You
measure up?

Do you eat right? Do you suPPlY
your body with necessary nutrients?
ls gluttony one of your problems? Do
you get sufficient sleep and exer-
cise, or do you survive on caffeine
and feel winded after one flight of
stairs?

Pause for a minute and evaluate
the physical side of your lìfe. While it
is true that many people emPhasize



Scales
and live for only the physical aspect
of life, too many Christians are
neglecting it and their health and
harming their influence in a world
starving for a glimpse of true
Christianity. There is more to life
than eight hours of sleep, three
meals a day and a mile jog, but
neither is there much life in a person
without these,

The third statement made about
Jesus was the He "increased in
favor with God," ls your relationship
with God on the increase or
decrease? Do you love Him more
now than you did a year ago? Do you
know more of His Word? Are you
more Christlike in your actions and
attitudes? Are you experiencing an-
swers to prayer? Are you a better
witness and are you maturing, or are
you still a babe in the Christian faith?
There is really no middle ground in
Christian growth; you either
progress or regress. Which is it with
you?

It is time for Christians to get
down to business in the area of
spiritual growth. Study God's Word,
pray, attend and take part in church
activities regularly. Fellowship with
other believers. Read Christian
books and put some of those prin-
ciples into practice. lf the world is to
love the Christ we claim as Lord.
they must see Him in our lives and
the changes He has made.

Lastly, God made man a social
creature. He created him with the

need to interact and fellowshio with
others. Are you neglecting this
important aspect of your life? Do
you take time to enjoy your family?
Do you take time to be with and
make friends? We live in such a
lonely world, and the solution to the
problem-people-is all around us.

We really do need interaction with
each other to make it, Granted, we
are busy, and there just doesn't
seem to be enough time for
"f rivilous" things like socializing.
But if you ignore this God-given
aspect of human nature, you will
suffer for it, Man cannot exist in
isolation, and it is a serious mistake
to try, lt is an unbalanced person
who continually keeps to himself,
and he is presenting an unbalanced
image of Christianity to those
looking on,

It is, of course, possible to over-
emphasize the social needs of man
and neglect other important areas of
life while running from party to func-
tion to social to fellowship, lf you
find yourself neglecting your respon-
sibilities trying to keep up with the
engagements on your social
calendar, perhaps the scales are a
bit unbalanced. You and God alone
can determine how much is too
much in each of these areas; but
remember, balance is the key.

ABOUT THE WRITER: Donna Carr is a mem-
ber of Horton Heights Free Will Baptist
Church. Nashville, fennessee. Sñe ls asso-
ciate editor of Co-Laborer magazine, L

BORN AND BORN

AGAIN flNE NIGHT

The Doug Henderson family was
doubly blessed recently in an
unusual way.

With the birth of their third child
near, questions were frequent from
the other two children. However,
this night at bedtime, Kent, age 4,
asked a question in a different vein:
"Mama, will I go to heaven or hell if
my slns are not washed away?" His
&yearold sister, Kimberly, had
been praying regularly for his
salvation. Head knowledge became
heart knowledge as his daddy took
the opportunity to lead him to Christ.
He then drifted off to sleep resting in
the blessed assurance.

Before morning a new daughter,
Katy, had arrived. Kent proclaimed
his glad tidings to his grandparents
in his own way with, "Wo have two
good newses at our houge." Good
news indeed to have one born and
one reborn the same night! The Lord
ushered the baby into the fold just
before he graduated to "big
brother."

The Henderson family belongs to
the First Free Will Baptlst Church,
Ralelgh, North Carolina.
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(See page 10)
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ARMSTRONG, EXC()M M UNICATED

BY FATHER, F()BMS
HIS OWN DENOMINATION

TYLER, TX (EP)-Garner Ted Armstrong, who
was excommunicated from the Worldwide
Church of God by hls falher, Herbert W.
Armstrong, in June, announced here that h9
is forming a new denomination called the
Church of God, lnternational.

ln a radio program broadcast on Stat¡on
WOAI in San Antonio, the younger Armslrong
said he will begin his own half-hour radio
series and pay the cost of $150 per program
out of his savings.

ln the message, Mr. Armslrong read the
text of an eight-page letter he has sent to
minislers of his father's 65,000-member
Church. ln the letter, he seeks to counler
accusations that have been made against
him by his father and other Worldwide Church
officials.

The younger Armstrong revealed that he
has received a letter from Stanley Rader, his
father's confidant and adviser, and alleged
that the letter offered him $50,000 in annual
"relirement pay" if he would keep silent
about "certain confidential information I have
concerning the work."

While charging that he had been "stabbed
in the back" by people he had trusted, the
younger Armstrong mused thal "maybe God
wanted to free me from lhe shackles of
monstrous dsbts, corporate lnertla, polltlcs,
Jealousy, hatred, cynlcal contempt, greed,
ego and vanity."

.GETTING ()UT OF LANDLORO

BUSINESS,'PAST(¡R SAYS
AFTER NEIGHB()R PRÍITESTS

HARTFORD, CT (EP)-Angry nelghbors
dumped bags of garbage outslde St. John's
Full Gospel Deliverance Temple here to
protest the appearance of a nearby apart-
ment house owned by the pastor. Members of
the Enfield Street lmDrovement Association
also distributed leaflets to congregalion
members which said, "Your minister is a
slumblord."

The next day, members of lhe church went
to the apartmenl house owned by the Rev.
Thomas Pettaway and cleared the yard. "The
church was not responsible for what hap-
pened on Enlield Street," Mr. Pettaway said.
"l'm getting out of the landlord business. I

couldn't keep up with the repairs and can'1
handle the aggraval¡on. "

MEXICAN G()VERNMENT ()RDERS

50 RADIO STATIÍ¡NS Tf) CANCEL

CHRISTIAN PROGRAMS

MEXICO CITY (EP)-Claiming that rellgious
programs swindle the public by prom¡sing
healing through prayer or miracles, Mexico's
Office of the lnterlor ordered the suspension
of religious radio programs on more than 50
stations in Mexico City and throughoul the
counlry.

The great majority of Christian programs
do not discuss healing. Nevertheless, among
those cancelled immed¡ately in lhe nation's
largest city were "Words of Hope," "Luis
Palau Answers" and "Good News". Daniel
Ost's "L¡ving Water," which does pray for the
sick, was also eliminated.

Direct persecution against evangelical
broadcasts surfaced more than a year ago,
when a number were cancelled by govern-
ment order, although some were later rein-
stated by stations that considered the broad-
casts of cultural and moral value. There are
no Protestant radio stations in Mexico. All
evangelical programs are aired on commer-
cial outlets.

KENTUCKY LAl,l, F(lB BIELE READING

IN SCHOOL TERMEO

UNC()NSTITUTIONAL

FRANKFORT, KY (EP)-A Kenlucky law that
requires daily Bible readings in public school
classrooms probably is unconst¡tutional, a
legislative commlttee has been told. A staff
study prepared by the Kentucky Legislative
Research Commlsslon sald the law ln ques-

tion "seems to be ln clear vlolatlon of th€ es-
tablishment of religlon clause of the First
Amendment."

The legislalure's apparent belief that lhe
statute ls valld because ll provldes that no
chlld shall be required to read the Bible
against the wlshes of parent or guardlan does
not meet constltutional objections, the sludy
said. Other laws that came under scrutiny
and were found constitutlonally deflcient in-
volved recitation of the Lord's Prayer,
teaching of the theory of evolution and
prohib¡tions againsl immoral or ¡rrellgious
books.

The report said the constitutional test on
such laws is "that there must be a secular
legislative purpose and a primary effect that
neither advances nor inhibits religion." Bible
reading would be permissible as a h¡story
lesson, the study suggesled, but would be
ruled out if it was a devotional exercise. The
same would be lrue for lhe Lord's Prayer.

AMENDMENT PLANNEO T() F(lREID
ELEMENTARY, SECONDARY

TAX CREDITS

WASHINGTON, D.C. (EP)-Sen. Ernest F.

Holling (D,-S.C.) charged here that the
Packwood-Moynihan Tuition Tax Credit plan

benefitling parents of children attending
private and church-related schools would aid
"the few at the expense of the many, add a
sea of red ink to the federal deficit, and
destroy the diversity and genius of our
system of public aducation."

The Soulh Carolina senator announced
that when Senate debate begins on the
measure he will submil an amendment which
would eliminale from the bill "the private
elementary and secondary schools, including
oarochial and sectarian schools."

According to sen. Holling, "the senator
from New York (Mr. Moynihan) proposes tax
credits for private, elementary and secon-
dary education from lhe assumplion lhat lhe
government has an equal duty to both public
and private schools (and he charges) that the
'federal government has systematically or-
ganized its activities in ways that contribute
to the decay of non-public education.' "

"Let us be clear at the outset," said the
South Carolina senator, "that the duty is not
equal. The government's duty is to prov¡de
public schools. The duty of government to
pr¡vale or church schools is to leave them
alone. This is fundamental. Now comes lhe
Packwood-Moyhihan plan, and the duty to
leave the private (schools) alone is suddenly
inverted to lhe duty to provide for them."

He said that 90 percent of all United States
children are educated in public schools "ancl
expand equal opportunity." ln contrast, he
claimed, "many private schools have been
built for the speclfic purpose ol closlng the
doors of economlc and social opportunlty.
Some people call them 'prolsst schools,' I

call th€m segregatlon academles."

VANDALS DAMAGE CHURCH EUSES;
PASTOR SEES TIE TO GAY ßIGHTS STAND

ST. PAUL, MN (EP)-Buses bôlonglng to
Temple Baptist Church here have been
damaged by vandals to the extent of $6,000
in recent months. Temple's pastor, the Rev.
Richard Angwin, sald the bus vandallsm is
one of a series of slmllar lncidents at the
church since he became lnvolved ln his
successful campaign 1o delete homosexual
rights provisions f rom S1. Paul's human rights
ord¡nance.

Pastor Angwin said his car has been
"chained" (whipped w¡th a chain) by vandals,
with damage estimated at $800. He said the
church also has been sprayed with red paint.
"Although there's no way we can prove it at
this poinl, there's reason to believe this well
could be traced to persons opposed to my ac-
tivities with lhe gay rights ¡ssue," the pastor
sald.



U.S. DIVORCE RATE

UP 79 PERCENT SINCE 1970

WASHINGTON, D.C. (EP)-For every 1,000
porsons who are marrlgd and llvlng wlth thelr
spouses thero are 84 dlvorced persons,
accordlng to tho Bureau ol lhê Census,
Unlted Slates Deparlment of Commerce.

Slnce 1970, lhe bureeu reported, the
dlvorce ratlo lncreased by 79 percent,
compared wllh an lncrEasE of 34 percent
durlng the decade from 1 960 to 1 970.

Most of lhe lncrsase has been among
younger couples, The report also nolêd that
from 1960 to 1977 lhe ratlo for dlvorces
among blacks rose by 160 percent and
among whltes by 136 pgrcent.

DR. SP0CK: WHAT T0 TELL
YOUR CHILD ABOUT G(ll¡

NEW YORK (EP)-A|l parents, lncludlng
those who conslder lhemselves athelsts or
agnostlcs, should glve thelr chlldren some
rellglous educatlon, according to Dr. Ben-
jamln Spock, the pediatrlclan and author.
Sunday schools "have much lo offer, even ln
the case of the children of agnostics and
athelsts... as long as the teachers have a
positive attitude," he said In the August issue
ol Redbook magazine.

"Judalsm and Christ¡anity are lntegral
parls of the hlstory and culture and attitudes
of most of the people in the United States,"
he sald, "even of those who have rejected
these religions; and it's an important aspect
of education to understand our pasts. lt's
also valuable for all people to be familiar with
the biblical stories lhat lheir fellow citizens
often rêfer to, and to be famil¡ar with lhe
hymns that are oflen sung outside churches
as well as ¡n them."

Dr. Spock said religions such as Christiani-
ty and Judaism have different meanings to
children at differênt stages ln their emotional
development. He said childhood experiences
with religion "contribulê to lheir eventual reli-
gious attitudes in adulthood."

CHURCHES MUST COMPTY

WASHINGTON, D.C. (EP)-Churches, con-
ventlons and assoclations of churches, and
church agencies and lnslllutlons whlch
employ 20 or more pgrsons are not ex€mpted
from a recenlly slgned federal law extendlng
the age lor mandatory retlrement from 65 to
70.

Accordlng to congresslonal slaff members
in both the House and Senate, churches and
church groups are not exempted from the
provlslons of lhe law, Just as they were nol
exempted lrom the prevlous ban agalnst
forced retlrement before age 65.
Congregatlons wlth staffs ot 20 or more must
comply; lhe majorlty of Unlt€d Stales
churches, wlth stafts under 20 employeeB,
aro nol subject to coverage. The next step,
congresslonal leaders promlse, ls to s€ek
ellmlnatlon of any age llmlt for mandatory
retlr€ment.
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NEW JERSEY C(lURT UPH()LDS RENTAL
()F SCHOOLS 8Y CHURCHES
IN ()FF HOURS

TBENTON, NJ (EP)-The New Jersey
Supreme Court has upheld, 5-2, the constltu-
llonality of renting publlc school buildings to
churches and synagogues durlng weekends
and afler school hours.

"We hold that religlous groups who fully re-
imburse school boards for related out-of-
pocket expenses may use school faclllties on
a lemporary basis for religious services as
well as educational classes," the court sald.

The decision overturned lower courl
rulings that the East Brunswick Township
Board of Education violated New Nersey law
and the United States Constitution by per-
mitting the use of public school buildings by
religious groups. ïhe practice has been
widespread in the state for a cenlury. The suit
involved rental arrangements of several
church groups with the East Brunswick
Township Board of Education, including a
five-year rental period with one group.

There is no constitutional objection to
renlal of public school fac¡lities to churches,
the supreme court said, so long as the rental
is understood to be temporary while a church
sought permanent quarlers and provided that
renlal fees covered maintenance cosl of
facil¡ties and services used.

.MAIL 
ORDER RELIGION' TARGET

()F TIGHTENED TAX EXEMPTIONS

ALBANY, N.Y. (EP)-The New York State
Assembly has passed a bill designed to deny
religious property tax exemptions for secls
such as the Universal Life Church, which
appear to ex¡st largely lo provide tax exemp-
tion for members.

Universal Life Church members, who may
become "ministers" of the California-based
sect by applying for mail order ordinations,
have claimed religious lax exemption for the¡r
personal properlies.

The new Assembly bill revises the state's
real property tax law to provide rel¡gious ex-
emption only for property held "in trust by a
clergyman or a minister for the benefit of
members" of his church. The exemption is
allowed for "any officer of a religious denomi-
nation" under the existing law.

Soonsors of lhe bill said it would not affect
"leg¡timate" established Churches because
such Churches hold their property in trust for
members and would qualify under the new
law for property tax exemption.

CHURCH.STATE TAXATION
STAND NEEDS STUDY

FORT WORTH, TX (EP)-Southern Baptlsls
should lorm a commlttee to study the taxa.
tlon aspects of thelr long revered posltlon on
soparatlon of church and state says T. B.
Maston, rotlred professor of Chrlstlan ethics
at Southweslern Baptlst Theologlcal
Semlnary.

Maston, one of the Southern Baptlsl
Gonvenllon's most resoected Chrlstlan
ethlclsts, sald ln an artlcle dlstrlbutôd to
Baptlst newspapers thal a growlng "tax.
payers' revoll" may cause th€ government to
look to now tax exempt propertles as a
posslble addltlonal source of lncome. He sald
laxation of church property not directly used
for worshlp or educatlon ls possible ln the
luture, but not "probable."

Stlll, he sald, Southern Baptists should
"take the lnitlalive," and he urged the SBC
Executive Committee to name a study group
by the time of the SBC annual meeting in
June, 1979, lo review the entire theory of
seoaration of church and state. "lf we don't
do it," Maston said, "governments on the
state, local and possibly national levels, may
take a good hard look at tax exempt property,
and rightly so."

Tax free holdings of churches, hospitals,
universities and other benevolent institutions
have contributed to fiscal disasters. Maston
said, like that in New York Cily, where 41 per
cent of the real property is exempt. He feels
that all income producing auxil¡aries of the
church should be taxed. Even, local chur-
ches, whose only property is a building for
worship and education should voluntarily pay
something to local and county governments
for police and f ire protection, he said.

Without it, citizens who aren't Christians,
who aren't members of our churches. are
carrying the load," he said, "and that's not
right."

S]YIITHS()NIAN SUED TO P()RTRAY

EIBLICAL ACCOUNT OF CREATION

WASHINGTON, D.C. (EP)-The Smithsonian
lnstitution, financed largely by United States
laxpayers, is being sued in an altempt to
lorce the directors to portray the biblical
accounl of the creation as well as scientific
theories.

Dale Crowley Jr., executive director of the
National Foundation for Fairness in
Education, and the National Bible Knowledge
Association are bringing suit.

They are asking a tederal court judge 1o

order a cutoff of federal money being used
for a display about evolulion.

There is constitutional prohibition, they
said, against state supporl for the church.
"The evolutionary theory of the origln of man
and of all Dlant and animal life is hostile to
religious bellefs," th€ suit claims.

BAPTISTS RALLY T(l AID
CONGREGATIONS WHICH LOST
CHURCHES THROUGH ARSON

WASHINGTON, D.C. (EP)-Georgla Soulhern
BaDtlsts rallled hEre to rebulld lwo churches
burned to the ground by thrse drunken teen-
agsrs.

About 250 men and boys pltched ln to
rebulld two of four black churches burned by
whlte youlhs who say they were drunk and
hlgh on beer and marlJuana at the tlmo,

One of the boys, a 17-yearold, worked all
week wlth hls fathEr on the prolect, "l dld
wrong," he sald, "l don't romember much
about what we dld lhat nlght, but I want to do
what I can to make thlngs rlght."

The black congregatlon at Mulberry Baptlst
Church unanlmously passed a resolutlon foþ
glvlng the boys and asklng the local court lo
be lenl€nt wlth them.

Albert Rucker, chalrman of th6 board of
deacons at Mulberry, sald, "Our church
teaches love. How can we teach and preach
love and forglveness lf we don't demonstrate
love and forglven€ss to thsse young boys?"

PR()FESSOR BELIEVES STRONG
CHINESE CHRISTIANS IN U.S.

MILL VALLEY, CA (EP)-A prominent author
of Chinese Christlan literature belleves the
cream of all Chinese Christians ln the world is
now livlng in the Unlted States.

"lf we can mobilize these Christians ln
America they will assert a great influence not
only upon the churches back ln Asia and
China. but will have an lmÞact on the
Christian movement in North America," says
Samuel Y. C. Tang, associate professor of
Old Testament interDretation and Hebrew at
Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary.

Tang says mission work in China before
communists look power in 1950 was orlented
more toward soclal min¡stries than in building
a strong church. "But after the communist
takeover when they were forced oul of
mainland China to Hong Kong, Taiwan and
other Southest Asian counlries, the mission-
aries began exerting more power toward
training leadership in the Christian
movement, and the church became very
slrong," he says.

McCALL'S ÎVIAGAZINE SURVEY OF

WOMEN: 90 PERCENT BELIEVE lN GOD,

67 PERCENT PRAY DAILY

NEW YORK, NY (EP)-A survey by McOall's
magazine, based on a record 60,000
responses lrom women readers, reports that
90 percent of the women part¡cipating
believe in God, 80 percent believe in soul that
survives death and 67 percent pray daily.

However, only 17 percent identified
organized religion as "the principal influence
of their morality" and only six percent cltecl
their church or synagogue as having "major
responsibility" in shaping their moral outlook.

The report on Mccall's survey of religion
and moralily was carried in the May issue,
The editors said the "outpouring of mail" that
cam6 in response lo the questionnaire was
greater than in any previous survey. A



WALLS
By Pat Moore

Annie was the youngest of seven
children. Well-loved by her father
and brothers and sisters. Whenever
Annie wanted anything she would
crawl in her daddy's lap, hug and
kiss him, say "l love you, Daddy,"
and the world was hers.

Sometimes her brothers and
s¡sters were jealous. Even so, they'd
ask her for help.

"Annie, we want to go to the farm.
Ask Daddy, please." Or "Annie, ask
Daddy for some money to go to the
store, He says yes to you." She
always did their bidding, yet walls
were being built between her and
her brothers and sisters.

Annie's love for her father grew.
He was so good and kind. Always
giving. Annie grew too.

As children do, Annie grew too
quickly. Her father's lap didn't seem
quite as inviting to her. Love was
there, only the outward display less-
ened.

Annie's name was even shorten-
ed to Ann, by everyone except her
daddy. She'd always be his baby, his
Annie.

Ann and her dad would still talk.
He still gave-often too much to suit
others of her family. But the talks
grew shorter and Ann asked for less.

A wall was being built.
Ann changed. She received a new

life. A new life in Jesus Christ. Ann's
dad had never received new life. For
her, talking to him about Jesus was
awkward, even though she wanted
to more than anything, She didn't
quite know how to stop construction
of the wall.

Once her dad opened a way for
her to talk. "Annie, how have I failed
my children?"
"Oh Daddy, you haven't. Except,
except you won't go to church with
us. You're not a Christian. That's the
only way." What a blunder! The wall
grew.

The talks ceased. Ann and her
dad could sit in the same room for
hours and never say a word to each
other. But they still loved. He still
gave. And the others were still
jealous. Walls being built, always
the walls grew.

One last time Dad gave Ann her
chance. She took her Bible and read
scripture to him. Tears flowed down

his cheeks. He was torn between his
love for Ann and his hold on the
world.

"Daddy, you need Jesus."
"l know, but not yet, Annie, not

yet."
"Daddy, there may not be time.

The time could all be gone."
"Someday, Annie, bul not yet."
After his refusal, Ann was afraid

to talk to him again. Afraid he'd just
say no. The wall was almost
f inished,

Time sped by. Ann's daddy went
to bed one night and he didn't wake
up again. Death seemed unreal to
Ann until she went to the funeral
home and saw him. Then she knew

-he was really gone. Annie's love
was gone. The wall had been com-
pleted.

The wall between Ann and her
brothers and sisters crumbled that
day. No more need for jealousy, only
a need for love and comfort.

Ann will never see her father
again. The completed wall is im-
penetrable. One wall completed;
one wall in ruins. Death taught a
lesson and the wall in ruins will
never be rebuilt. ¡
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November Is
NATIONAL

HOME MISSIONS MONTH

Will You Help?
I

a

a

a

Give whole offering November 19
Have walk-a-thon
Adopt special projects
Share missionary prayer cards
and maps
Fill quarter folders
Sponsor Home Mlsslons Rally
Honor departed loved one by
Living Memorial gift
Organize calling committee to
remind members of Home
Missions Sunday

November 19: National Home Missions Sunday

Homa Missions

Church Extonsion

Chaplaincy

Evangelism

HOME MISSIONS BOARD
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FREE WILL BAPTISTS

P. O. BOX 1088, NASHVILLE. TENNESSEEST2O2

*We've Talked About It. Now Let's Do It!"

We challenge your church to give the whole offering on
National Home Missions Sunday' and challenge you as
individuals to give a whole week's pay! These offerings
will help build Free W¡ll Baptist churches across
America.


