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By Ronnie Winkle

A medical doctor rips Euthanasia’s
smiling death mask to uncover

legalized murder and the road to

holocaust.

ast month one of my patients
was found to have a massive
brain tumor,

Surgery was risky—it might kill
him; it could not cure him. in a few
hours he lapsed into unconcious-
ness. Although comfortable, it was
obvious he was dying.

A neurologist {(a physician
specializing in diseases of the
brain and spinal cord) and | met
with the family. We listed the
alternatives~— none of which could
offer any hope of saving my
patient’s life.

Conjointly with the family, it was
decided we would do only those
things necessary to keep the
patient from suffering, nothing
more. We would allow him to die.
Whether it would be hours or days,
we were not certain. Four hours
later he died.

Real situations like this are
taking place daily. 1t could have
been your father or mother or
mine. Allowing a person to die who
is dying is one thing—to shorten
dying or relieve pain by deliberate-
ly killing a person is another. it is

to this issue that the discussion of
euthanasia has relevance.

MERCY KILLING
BY ANOTHER NAME

Euthanasia means “happy
death”. It is perhaps better known
as '‘mercy killing”’. The concept
has been around in societies for
centuries, but had its official be-
ginning in this country in 1938 with
the founding of the Euthanasia
Society of America. In this Judeo-
Christian society where life has
been considered sacred, mercy
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“‘On-the-job training prepares
young men to go from campus
to pulpit without floundering.”
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By Joseph G. Ange

n army of pastor-evangelists
is being marshailed in these
days.

From Maine to California and
from Minnesota to Texas, young
men are receiving on-the-job train-
ing that will equip them to evangel-
ize and disciple our generation.

Summer Internship through Free

Will Baptist Bible College is helping
to train these volunteers who are
approved of God—men ordained to

bring forth fruit, fruit that will remain.

Summer Internship began in the
summer of 1975. The 10-week-long
program is designed to give the
prospective preacher, evangelist,

director of Christian education,
youth director and music director
on-the-job experience. Ali training is

under dual supervision by qualitied
pastors and the Director of
Religious Activities of Free Will

Baptist Bible College.
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Redigging
The

By James McAllister

I n 1964 the Naiional Association
voted to change the name of the
National Home Mission Board to
"“National Board of Home Missions
and Church Extension',

The Department handbook simply
says, ''The Board shall also do
church extension’”. Now everyone
knows that the ''Home Mission”
part of the name involves sending a
missionary pastor to an area or City
where there is no Free Will Baptist
Church and starting one. [t means
planting a church, but what does the
section “'Church Extension’” mean?

it is my opinion that Church Ex-
tensicn involves four phases in the
church's cuigoing ministry of world
evangelism. The dictionary defines

the ‘'‘church’ as related to a
denominational program; as any
division of the whole body of

Christian believers professing the
same creed and acknowiedging the
same ecclesiastical authority.

The word *'extension’ would re-
fer to stretching out, or expanding.
So we are really referring to the
effort of the National Home
Missions Board to not only begin
new churches and thus enlarge our
number as a denomination, but also
the act of expanding our present

Old
Wells

ministry through the methods of

reviving old works, expanding
existing churches, promoting
evangelism and educating our

pastors and lay leaders in the rules
of church growth,

REVIVING OLD WORKS

Is it betier to let a sleeping dog
lie? Sometimes, but on the other
hand, it is necessary o attempt a
resurrection of a church that has
ceased to function.

Someone has already said, "It is
easier to give birth than raise the
dead.” This has proven io be ali too
true in many instances when the
Missions Board has tried to revive
an old work.

However, if we have church
property located in a major city and
there are a few people who want to
revive this church and they will
allow the department a free hand as
though this were an unicuched

area, then the effort would be worth-
while. it is difficult, but sometimes it
pays to revive an old dead work.

EXPANDING
EXISTING CHURCHES

This is one of the most exciting
ministries of Church Extension. In
many situations a church has been
operating for years averaging about
100 in attendance, seeing a few
saved and added to the church each
year and moderately supporting
denominational minisiries,

Then a new pastor is elected and
suddenly things change. There is a

-
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REDIGGING (From page 11)

new excitement. Attendance grows,
people start coming to the aitar,
men and women get interested in
visitation and personai soul winning.
A bus ministry is revived and
flourishes, and people are enthused.
What happened?

What changed this dead, lifeless
organization into a living, vibrant or-
ganism? Was it the new pastor? Was
it the program? | believe we can
honestly say that in many cases the
Church Extension arm of the
Nationat Home Missions Depart-
ment has been at wark.

Some spark is needed to stir most
churches to new efforts. A spark is
necessary to excite a pastor about
building a great church. There is a
right way to build a church. Dr.
Donald McGavran said, 'Churches
that know the rules of church
growth, grow. Those that don't know
the rules, don't grow.”

For years our Free Will Baptist
preachess and churches needed
help. We needed a spark, a method,
some confidence, and could only
find that help in some other denomi-
national program. Somehow it never
seemed to fit our need.

Then the National Home Missions
and Church Extension Department
began having conferences on
evangelism. Free Will Baptist
preachers who were building great
works for God came and told how
they did it. We saw that God could,
would and wanted to use a Free Will
Baptist to build a great work for
Christ. There was a new excitement,
a new confidence.

We were given methods, ideas,
plans, and suddeniy we believed we
could do it, and we are. Several
years ago i attended such a confer-
ence and came back determined
that | would build a great work for
the Lord. Others have done likewise,

It is marvelous 1o see an existing
church blossom and expand. Qur
beloved denomination could double
in two years if existing churches
would simply reach out to ac-
complish their immediate potential,
In most cases our churches are
doing far fess than they are capable.

The National Board of Home
Missions and Church Extension can
and wants to help.

PROMOTING EVANGELISM

It is my understanding that our
denomination does not have an
organized denomination-wide
program of evangelism. tt is also my
understanding that no movement
has ever had dramatic growth with-
out one. This should be a denomina-
tional priority.

But until such a denominational
program is established the National
Board of Home Missions and
Church Extension continues to
promote evangelism. This is done
through conferences on
evangelism, promoting full time
evangelists, preparing and
distributing tracts and other evange-
listic tools to help the church reach
the iost world.

Qur depariment director and his
associate are extremely active in
both personal and mass
evangelism. Soul winning booklets
have been written and distributed by
the department. Soul winning
conferences are c¢onducted
regularly in iocal churches when the
pastor and congregation sense the
need and burden fto reach their
community for Christ,

TEACHING THE RULES
OF CHURCH GROWTH

Have you ever read the handbock
How To Set Up An Effective Church
Bus Ministry? How about a pam-
phlet on the telephone survey?

Qur "ATTACK'® program
originated with the Home Missions
Department. After the director had
studied the Southern Baptist
program “ACTION", we reworked it
for Free Will Baptists.

In a recent conference on
evangelism the program was en-
titled “'"How To Buiid Your Church To
300", Several pasiors came to hear
fine ministers from different sec-
tions of our denomination tell what
they did to reach 300 and ¢go
beyond.

A pastor needs "'know how''. The
Home Missions and Church Ex-
tension Departiment spends time,
effort and money to give him that
needed information.

it is now possibie to obtain infor-
mation on financing the church,
constructing a building, organizing
the Sunday School and bus ministry,
promoting a total program, organiz-
ing the church, training ushers,
doubling attendance, surveying by
phone and canvassing the neigh-
borhood, seiting up a visitation
program and doing personal soul
winning.

These and a number of other
tools are available simply by attend-
ing a conference on evangelism,
going by the Home Missions booth
during the National Convention or
writing the department.

Most Home Missions giits go to
establish new churches in isolated
areas of our nation. But much time
and effort, as well as money, is put
into reviving old works, expanding
existing churches, promoting
evangelism and teaching the rules
of church growth,

All these things reap immediate
fruits in new buildings, rising Sunday
School attendance, greater bus
ministries, more souls being saved
and overall enlargement of our
denominaticn. Sooner ar later every
dollar spent on Home Missions and
Church Extension will come back to
our denomination through the
cooperative fund, giving to Foreign
Missions and support for Bible
colleges.

When we revive an old work, help
expand our existing churches, teach
a pastor how to build his
congregation and train a layman in
soul winning, we are extending the
Free Will Baptist denomination. That
affects you and me right where we
live.

Thank God this department is
doing more than planting new
churches!

ABOUT THE WRITER: James (Jim} McAllister
is pastor of First Free Will Baptist Church,
Farmington, Missouri, He is a member of the
National Home Missions Board. &
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LLONG ROAD (From page 13)

Hard work? Strangely enough, it
didn’t seem that way. Unmistakably,
I knew | was in God's will. The peace
and satisfaction accaompanying that
knowledge was my compensation.

What about problems or divisions
in the church? There weren't
enough people to have any! Qur
total assets were a large tract of
land, a 150-seat brick church and
God’'s promise: ''Lo, | am with you
always.”” All we needed was peopie.

FOOTSTEPS OF FAITH

Four monihs passed. At the
Wolverine Association's quarterty
meeting, | met with the Home
Mission Board. | shared with them
my conviction that the people were
ready and willing to move ahead—
alt they needed was a pastor.

Not having any prior pastoral
experience, | was shocked when the
Home Missicn Board asked me to

consider pastoring the church. | had
grown to love the people and was
anxious to see God’'s hand among
them. After much prayer, my wife
Carolyn and | decided it was God's
will for us to move to Grand Rapids.

The day we moved we got a late
start and did not reach Grand
Rapids untii 11 that evening. To our
surprise, there were half dozen
people siiting on the doorstep of the
duplex patiently waiting to help us
move in.

The church began to grow. God's
blessings were evident. Over 15
professicns of faith were made the
first year. There were 49 rededica-
tions and 12 baptisms. Thirty-one
members were added. The at-
tendance peaked at our November
revival, We had 126 present.

The church joined in a Sunday
school drive with the Mid-America
Sunday School Association and won
first place in Division H. An article
was written about the incident in the
Grand Rapids Press.

In March, 1978, we petitioned the
Wolverine Association to withdraw
its financial support and recognize
us as a church. Friday, May 5, we
held Dedication Day services. The
Mission Board gave a charge to the
members and Rev, Jim Nason
(Pontiac, Michigan}, chairman,
presented the property deed to us.

Qur church motto has been
“Come and see . . . there IS a differ-
ence.” We point out to those in-
terested that the difference in our
church is that we care about each
family and each individual. Rather
than another face in the crowd,
each person is unique and precious.

QOur real journey is just beginning
now that we have completed the
long road back,

ABOUT THE WRITER: Steven Hasty is pastor
of First Free Will Baptist Church, Grand
Rapids, Michigan. He is an alumnus of Free
Will Baptist Bible College. While in college
Mr. Hasty worked at the Tennessee State
Prison. He has also done police work in
Florida. A

ARMY

to take some strong criticism. | have
never before seen a young man
always respond in a gracious and
pleasant manner and immediately

{(From page 8)

correct the probiem. | will miss
him."
Almaost every one of the 142

participating pastors acclaim the
internship program as one of the
best tools for training pastors,
evangelists, and other workers that
we have today.

YOUR CHURCH
CAN PARTICIPATE

If a pastor or church leader read-
ing this article wishes to share in

this program, simply write to:

Dr. Joseph G. Ange

Director of Religious Activities

Free Will Baptist Bibie Coliege

P.0O.Box 50117

Nashville, TN 37205
Full particulars will be mailed to you
without charge.

The testimony of one Arkansas
pastor best summarizes the pur-
pose, wark and results of raising up
an army of evangelists, ‘'He won
many to the Lord this summer.”

Your intern could do the same.

ABOUT THE WRITER: Dr. Ange is director of
religious activities at Free Will Baptist Bible
College, Nashville, Tennessee. A




Disciples

'PHONY 0

By Branson Woodard, Jr.

church member  once

remarked, '‘Yes, | am a Chris-

tian. But | am not a disciple.
Only dedicated Christians are dis-
ciples; people like our pastor,
deacons and a few laymen.”’

The industrial supervisor told a
iocal pastor, "'l am going to Heaven.
But | do not claim to be Christ's dis-
ciple—| am not dedicated enough.
Besides, you do not have to be a
disciple to goto Heaven.”

. in the two situations above, both

the church member and the in-
dustrial supervisor reflect a
distorted view of discipleship. They
regard dedication as essential for a
disciple but optional for a Christian.
They view a Christian and disciple
as two different persons. Apparent-
ly, they betieve God wants some
Christians to be consecrated and
others to be half-hearted.

Every Christian must be conse-
crated. Discipleship applies to all—
not a select few. The Greek word
translated "disciple’’ in the New
Testament refers to a learner or
follower. Jesus chose the 12

AR: Ch

apostles from His disciples (See
Luke 6:13). Peter, James, John,
Matthew and the other apostles
were not the oniy disciples. Accord-
ing to this verse, there were
followers of Jesus other than the 12
apostles, the "'special’’ men about
whom we teach and preach.

But to our church member and
industrial supervisor, a person he-
comes a Christian first and a
disciple later. To them an individual
is saved, accepts baptism, joins the
church, begins to tithe and
sometime afterwards becomes a
disciple. ‘“He can !ater become
reaily dedicated (sold out, if you
please} if he wants to,” our two
confused friends would say.

An individual becomes a disciple
of Christ at conversion. He takes up
his cross the moment he is born
again. His spiritual growth may be
faster or slower than the spiritual
growth of others, but a disciple he is.
And he should be toid so.

He may not understand apostasy,
eschatology or the Trinity, but he
knows what Jesus expecis of him.
He expects the believerto “'seek . . .
first the kingdom of God and His
righteousness . . ." (Matthew 6:33).

In one of his sermons, a pastor

ristians

remarked, '“The more pagan our
society becomes, the more we must
disciple the new Christians.” This
means asking new converts inte our
homes for feliowship, prayer, Bible
study and sharing. To discipie new
Christians means to ''comfort
[encouragel and edify one another,
be at peace among ourselves, warn
them that are unruly, comfort the
feebleminded and support the
weak .. ."”" {I Thessalonians 5:11, 13-
14).

But before we can disciple others,
we must first be sure we are Christ’s
disciples, i.e., Christians. This
means reverting to our salvation ex-
perience, not simply asking our-
selves if we are dedicated.

According to Luke 14:26-27,
dedication is an essential part of the
Christian life. Having reaffirmed our
salvation from the Word of God, we
can obey the Great Commission to
“teach [make disciples of} all
nations . .. (Matthew 28:19).

ABOUT THE WRITER: Branson Woodard is a
graduate student at Tennessee State Univer-
sity, Nashville, Tennessee. He is a graduate
of free Will Baptist Bible College and a
member of Woodbine Free Wil Baptist
Church. A
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BETHEL SCHEDULES
FIVE FALL ENROLLMENTS

PAINTSVILLE, KY--Pre-registration
interest in Bethel Bible Coliege’s
“mobile institute’' concept of
education was sufficient to warrant
five enrollment sessions in three
states reported President Dr. J. D.
O’Donnell.

Forty-seven registered for 12-
week courses at the Paintsville base
school. Another 28 registered in
nearby Ashland and 36 more at
Boldman. The 111 registrant total
was expected to climb when
satellite enrollments in Virginia and
East Tennessee were compieted.

President O'Donnell pointed out
that Bethel Bible Coilege is com-
mitted to an adult program of educa-
tion geared to meet the needs of
ministers and Christian workers un-
able to pursue academic degrees in
a formal, fulltime capacity.

The 1978-79 academic year is
O’Donnell’'s  first as chief ad-
ministrator at Bethel.

‘GIVE AWAY’ PROGRAM
HIGHLIGHTS FLORIDA CHURCH

MARIANNA, FL—'""We have
reached the place that we believe a
church simply can’t ouigive God,"
refiected Buford A. Pierce, pastor of
Marvin Chapel Free Will Baptist
Church, Marianna, after the August
13 dedication of a new parsonage.
Members offered praise that they
had completed the four-bedroom,

NASHVILLE, TN—Acting
under authority granted by the
General Board at the 42nd an-
nuai convention of the
National Association of Free
Will Baptists, the Credentials
Committee report  removed
any blame from the Texas
State Association concerning
aliegations of mishandling a
doctrinal investigation.

The Credentials Committee
report came near the conclu-
sion of the July 16-20 gather-
ing in Kansas City, Missouri.
The committee having met
with a Texas delegation filed
the foliowing report which was
subsequently approved by the

CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE REPORT EXONERATES
TEXAS STATE ASSOCIATION

voting delegation.

“We the Credentials Com-

mittee, having consulted
with a delegation from
Texas, have determined

that the grievance lodged a-
gainst the Texas State As-
soctation that they acted im-
property is unfounded. It is
the consensus of this com-
mittee that the Texas
Association acted within the
bounds of their procedure to
insure that the integrity of
the doctrine of plenary
verbal inspiration was main-
tained in its constituent
associations.”

two-bath, brick structure and moved
the pastor in debt-free. Both Brother
Pierce and the congregation at-
tributed the debt-free aspect to their
startling financial policy that
allocates at least 50 percent of all
church income to denominational
causes outside the community.

The new parsonage containing
2,340 square feet of floor space is
located on one and one-third acres
adjoining highway 280, This free-

spending church owns property
valued at a quarter million dollars
within a one-half mile radius of Inter-
state 10. Their giving principles
work and do so extremely well even
in an economy gearing to fight infia-
tion.

While the congregation s
justifiably pleased with their solid
financial status, Pastor Pierce says,
“We don't want to brag, but we do
want to praise God!"

New parsonage, Marvin Chapel FWB Church, Marianna, Fiorida.
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By
JACK WILLIAMS

Something big is happening in Wheeling,
WV, at the Free Will Baptist Mission.
Whatever Pastor Burt Hall is doing it is work-
ing. He reports 16 saved in the month of
Augusi.

Pastor Larry Russetl may be the first Free
Wili Baptist 1o stuff 78 Cajuns in a 48-
passenger bus. He managed that high mark
during the summer Vacation Bible School at
First FWB Mission, Baton Rouge, LA.

In case you're wondering where all your
members were on Labor Day weekend, you
can rest easy now. Pastor J. D. Norris in
Tallahassee, FL, had a turnout of 82 on that
day. This is the first anniversary for the Lake
Jackson FWB Church in the sunshine state.

it hasn't been easy but Pastor Charles
Harrls is finally walking on tevel ground after
a fong uphili struggle at Northglenn, CO. The
Mile High FWB Church has at last conquered
the 130 mark. This is another National Home
Missions outreach.

This couldn't have happened to a more de-
serving fellow. On September 3, a large
number of family and friends secretly
gathered at First FWB Church, Chula Vista,
CA, to celebrate Edward F. (Butch) Johns’
25th year in the ministry, The smiling Brother
Johns walked away with a cache which in-
cluded a new filing cabinet, many lettersto go
in it, some special cards, an assortment of
gifts and nearly $30C cash. Congratuiations
fo the former nine-year moderator of the
California State Association of Free Will
Baptists.

The 15th annual West Virginia State
Sunday School Convention cited promotion-
al campaigns and Sunday school visitation at
its September 23 session. Speakers for the
1978 gathering included Burt Hall, Home Mis-
sionary 1o Wheeling, and Harrold Harrison,
manager of Promoticnal and Sates Division
Board of Sunday School and Church Training.

The fourth annual Capitol City Bible Confer-
ence, a one-day splurge sponsored by First
FWB Church, Raleigh, NC, garnered rousing
commendations on September 28. Guest
speakers included Bob King, pastor of
Cramerton FWB Church, Cramertion, NC;
Gordon Sebastlan, pastor of Peace FWB
Church, Wilson, NC; and Guy Owaens,
minisier-at-large for the North Carotina State
Association. Randy Cox pastors.

California Free Will Baptists are preparing
for the annual pastors’ conference at First
Church, Bakersfield. Pastor Claude Hames
said the meeting is slated December 4-6,
Three speakers will share platform responsi-
bilities—Roy Thomas, generai director,
National Home Missions; Trymon Messer,
asscciate director; and Connle Carlker,
Oklahoma pastor.

CONTACT welcomes The Voice, pubiica-
tion of First FWB Chuych, Anderson, IN.
Eddie Vincent pastors.

A new missions project was begun by the
Linerty Association Home Missions Board in
Michigan. The group secured the services of
Bobby Greene as pastor of the Lewiston
Mission. When the first services were
conducted 43 attended Sunday school and
two were saved. A building program is
already underway on land donated to the mis-
sion work,

Ten months agc pastor Garry Winsett
jeased a building to begin church services in
Bay Minette, AL. Having staried from zero
the group now has six families in its member-
ship. Pastor Winsett reported thal Sunset
FWB Church was organized on October 28
with 33 members. The congregation has been
self-supporting since the first day. Congratu-
lations to Brother Winsett for his initiative and
to his members for their faithfulness.

Northwest FWB Church, Oklahoma City,
OK, has changed the name of its publication
to The Echo. James Murray pastors.

In a revival conducted at Mount Calvary
FWB Church, Pedre, OH, six members out of
one family were saved. Later during a
baptismal service, two unsaved persons knelt
on a muddy creek bed tc receive Christ as
Saviour. Charles Green pastors.

Pastor Steve Grubb and evangelist Calvin
Evans, Jr., received overwhelming support in
a revival at Pleasant Hill FWB Church, Dela-
ware, OH. They were pleasantly surprised
when one member, Steve Parsons, brought
40 visitors to the meeting. In addition to
seven being saved during the revival, Mr.
Parsons was awarded a Bible for his extra-
ordinary effort,

No sooner had new pastor Floyd Wolfen-
harger arrived at the Newark FWB Mission,
Newark, OH, than he organized the group into
a church. The exciting events of July 23 cli-
maxed several years of labor by Dana Booth
and Bili Adkisson, who ied the mission work
from its beginning until its organization.

Dr. Stephen F. Otiford, president and
minister-at-large  of Encounter Ministries,
Inc., led a one-day preaching seminar at

Hillsdale FWB College, Moore, OK, October
18. Hillsdale was one of six seminar locations
on a five-state tour for Dr. Olforg. Olford is re-
garded by many as today’s finest expository
preacher. He emphasized the priozify of
preaching in the pregram of the church and
provided information on preparation and
detivery of expository messages.

Dr. and Mrs. Roger Reeds conducted a
one-day Sunday school workshop at First
FWB Church, Farmington, MO. The Sep-
tember 30 event was spongored by the
Missourl State Sunday School Board.

Of course it is good news when 19 folks are
saved in a short span of time at any church.
That is the word from Flrst FWB Church,
Garden City, KS. But tucked into the an-
nouncement was this intriguing observation:
a husband and wife got saved at the morning
worship service, began tithing that same day
and brought a family to church with them that
Sunday evening. Some preacher really got
through to that family. Jack Dinwiddie is the
missionary pastor.

The new auditorium at Oak Hili FWB
Chureh, Union, MO, measures 40 by 80 feet
and wili seat 150. Tom Owens pastors.

The work is moving weli at Daisy FWB
Church, Daisy, AR. Pastor Jerry Smith
reports, "“Since moving in on Aprii 4, 11 deci-
sions have been witnessed; our people voted
to spend about $6,000 on church improve-
ments; this includes double glass doors for
the church front, new pews and sprucing up
the feliowship hall.”

If members of Cavanaugh FWB Church,
Fort Smith, AR, don't quit treating Pastor Cart
Cheshier so well he may never leave. What
happened was the church sold the parsonage
but then they turned around and gave Pastor
Cheshier a 35,000 gift to make a downpay-
ment on a new home of his own.

Twenty-eight persons stepped forward to
become charter members of East Batesville
FWB Church on June 9. The organizationat
service was conducted under the girection of
the Arkansas Executive Committee. The
church called Lonnie Paimer, Jr., as their
pasior. Members purchased two and one-half
acres and built a 40 by 80 foot building
containing five Sunday school rooms.

The Okiahoma State Sunday $chool
Convention met Sepiember 22-23 at West
Tulsa FWB Church, Tuisa, OK. Host pastor
was Connie Cariker. The 1978 session spot-
lighted the Sunday school staff from First
FWB Church, Newport News, VA, Don
Pegram transported his Sunday schoo! staff
from Virginia to conduct several sessions



during the convention. Two Oklahoma
pasiors rounded out the program:. Keith
Burden of Locust Grove and Gene Jackson
of Bristow.

It was a first at Guin FWB Church, Guin,
AL, when Brian Peters was on hand for a
children's and youth revival. Pastor Richard
Cordeli reported 40 salvation decisions. The
church also registered a record 211 in
Church Training Service.

Hey fellas-~take a look at thig! The little
lady is now inlerested in traciors. Word
arrived from First FWB Church, Murfrees-
boro, TN, that the Woman's Auxitiary raised
funds to pay off the church tractor. That’s a
far cry from Tupperware parties. Burl Brewer
pastors.

Gateway Christtan School, Norfolk, VA,
enrolled a record 380 for the current school
year. The school has made giant strides since
opening two and one-half years ago. Gateway
Christian Schoot is a ministry of Falrmount
Park FWB Church, Dale Burden pastors.

September 10 belonged to Jerry Webb in
California. During the June 1978 session the
Califcrnia State Association voled to desig-
nale September 10 as Jerry Webb Day and
urged ali churches o receive offerings for the
favorite son,

Waldo Young has resigned after five years
on the Spencer, Oklahoma, City Council and
serving as Vice-Mayar. Brother Young is
pasior of Spencer Road FWB Church,
Spencer, OK.,

Pasior Dann Patrick admitted to some ap-
prehension about attempting a summer
Sunday schoot campaign. But when it was all
over the Randall Memorial FWB Church,
Memphis, TN, set new attendance records
on 11 of the 13 summer Sundays. Patrick
says the 19879 summer is aiready scheduled.
The church plans a prayer mesting cam-
paign. Every Wednesday evening next
summer the church intends to have a special
guest speaker from a 250 mile radivs of
Memphis.

Patrick further commented “We will just
pretend that we are right in the middie of a
red hot revival and that we are attending the
Wednesday night service, Bacause of that we
will call the campaign a summer of revival.”

The requirements for being Sunday School
Superintendent, Church  Treasurer and
Deacon at Cofer’s Chapel probably aren’t as
high as Thurmon Pate imagined. But it is
interesting that after being elected Sunday
school superintendent Mr. Pate proceeded
immediately to earn his PH.D. degree in
educational administration from George
Peabody School for Teachers in Nashville,
TN. White we congratulate Dr. Pate we also
saiute the Cofer's Chapel Church for utilizing
a man of such professional standing. Eugene
Waddell pastors.

First FWB Church, Chesterfleld, IN, where
William Henry Patterson pastors is celebrat-
ing its 25th anniversary this year.

No one has confirmed how much money
pastor Homer Young had to part with as a
result of an announcement in his church
publication. Young pastors Capitol Hill FWB
Church, Okiahoma City, OK. The weekly
paper carried a message from the pastor
offering a $100 scholarship to any person
bringing 100 first-time visitors to the church
during August and September. It may prove
expensive but it's certainly worth trying.

First FWB Church, Bryan, TX, has pur-
chased a choice two and one-half acres for a
future church, Pastor Dennis Henderson
reports scores of young adults saved this
year and that the church is now 50 percent
new converts. Brother Henderson and his
wife are spending much time in Bible study
with them.

A member of West Tuisa FWB Church,
Tulsa, OK, chose to remember his son who
was killed in a farm accident two years ago in
a very special way. A church bus was pur-
chased by Howard Meftord in memory of his
son Brian. The bus will be used to bring
children to Sunday school. Connle Cariker
pastors,

It may be November when you read this
but it was August when it happened. That's
why pastor N. R, Smith of First FWB Church,
Joplin, MO, said such a big "thank you™ to
his congregation. On the first sultry August
Monday the congregation installed a new
central air conditioning system in the parson-
age.

Yes, the voice of one church can make a
difference. Members of First FWB Church,
North Little Rock, AR, objected to the appli-
cation for a retail beer permit near the
church. Pastor Ben Scott said the state
Alcoholic Beverage Control Board heard the
church complaint and rejected the apptica-
tion for a beer permit by a local eslablish-
ment.

Thanks to regular sysiematic giving
members of Sylvan Park FWB Church,
Nashville, TN, had the cash on hand when it
was time to pave their new parking iot.
Generous weekly donors enabled the church
freasurer to write a $4,000 check for ex-
penges. Bob Jones pastors,

Sheila Matthews conducts a ciass in sign
language &l First FWB Church, Cape
Girardeau, MO. She learned the techniques
by attending the Bill Rice Ranch in Mus-
freeshoro, TN. Frank Glunta pastors.

Being almost 100 years old has its ad-
vantages. Pastor Warren Wyatt reposted that
Trinity FWB Church, Mauk, GA, cetebrated
its 91st year by dedicating a newly con-
structed feliowship hail and kitchen adjacent
{0 the church sanciuary.

CONTACT weicomes The Lewis Avenue
Encounter, publication of Lewls Avanue FWB
Church, Tulsa, OK. Larry Tuttie pastors. &
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WHY SUFFER (Frompage 17)

FRUIT BEARING

Another reason God permits
suffering in the lives of His own is
that they may bring forth fruit.
Jesus said, ‘‘Herein is my Father
glorified, that ye bear much

fruit . .. {John 15:8).

Branches that do not bear their
potential are pruned that they may
bring forth more fruit. Although the
sharp cutting of the knife hurts,
note the wonderful resuits of the
pruning—rfruit, more fruit and then
much fruit.

Francis R. Havergal expressed
it, “The particular annoyance
which befeli you this morning; the
. vexatious words which met your
= ear and grieved your spirit; the dis-
appointment which was His
appointment for today, the slight
bui hindering ailment; the presence
of someone who is a grief of mind
to you-—whatever this day seemeth
not joyous but grievous, is linked in
the ‘good pleasure of his good-
ness' with a corresponding after-
ward of his ‘peacefui fruit,” the
very seed from which, if you do not
choke it, this shall spring and
ripen.”

FOR RIS GLORY

Although most of God’s work is
done through and in harmony with
the basic laws of life, He can, and
does at times, set aside some of
those basic laws to miraculously
relieve pain and suffering.

Many medical doctors wili
acknowledge that there have been
times in their work when for no
scientific reason a patient has
recovered from almost certain
death. Some higher power
apparently intervened.

Certainly prayer plays a signifi-
cant part in such occurrences.
“More things are wrought by
prayer than this world dreams,”’
and nothing lies beyond the reach
of prayer except that which lies
outside the will of God.

When the disciptes saw a man
blind from birth, they thought his
blindness was a direct result of sin,
and asked Jesus, ‘‘Master who did
sin, this man, or his parents, that
he was born blind?”" {John 9:2).

Jesus replied that the man’s blind-
ness had nothing to do with his
sins or his parents' sins. His blind-
ness would be used o
demonstrate the healing power of
the Son of God.

COMPENSATION FOR SUFFERING

Suffering will be compensated.
Paul said, **. . . thesufferings of this
present time are not worthy to be
compatred with the glory which
shall be revealed in us”’ {(Romans
8:18). The “glory that shail be
revealed in us” means Christ shall
fashion our vile bodies {crippted,
blind, deaf or disabled in any way},
“ike unto His glorious body . . ."
(Philippians 3:20,21).

The Apostle Paul also said, “Our
light affliction, which is but for a
moment, worketh for us a far more
exceeding and eternal weight of
glory'' (1l Corinthians 4:17). If we
suffer with Him we shall also be
glorified together.

The reason God comforts us in
ail our tribulation is that we may be
abie to comfort others who are in
trouble (Il Corinthians 1:3-4). Qur
suffering can open doors into the
tives of others if we have learned
to adjust to our own suffering.

Have you missed what God has
for you because you have taken a
wrong attitude toward His testings
and chastenings? Have you
murmured and complained “Why
did this happen to me?’" “if God
reaily loves me why did He permit
it?"

Regardless of why suffering
comes or whether or not God sees
fit to relieve us of it, our lives will
never be the same. it is doubtful if
any experiences in life will shape
and change us as much as suffer-
ing. What God is able to do for us
and through us depends entirely
upon our attitudes, Wilt He be able
to speak to others through your
sufferings?

A wise man once said: “One
who has suffered much is tike one
who speaks many languages—he
understands all, and is understood
of all.”

ABCUT THE WRITER: Cieo Pursell is
executive secretary of the Woman's
National Auxiliary Convention. A
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Here’s Your
Question!

By Wade T. Jernigan

QUESTION: Was Judas /s- ANSWER: Judas was called a friend both in

cariot ever really saved?  prophesy (See Zechariah 13:6) and by Christ
{See Matthew 9:50). John records the words
of Jesus, "Ye are my friends, if ve do
whatsoever | command you" (John 15:14).
Evidently, at one time he had done the “what-
soever' and by so doing had become a friend.
Remember, Atrraham likewise was called by
the same title (See James 2:23).

Judas was ordained an apostle (See Mark
13:14), and as such was set in the church
{(See | Corinthians 12:28). To be in the church
is the equivalent to being in Christ (See
Romans 12:3-4). “And if any man be in Christ
he is a new creatien™ (Il Corinthians 5:17).
Christ's church was purchased by Mis blood
(See Acts 20:28). Judas was in the church.

Judas was a sheep sent with the other
aposties among wolves in Matthew 10:7,8,16.
Most students of the Bible agree that the 12
were of the 70. Christ had this to say of them:
", .. rejoice, because your names are written
in heaven™ (Luke 10:20). As a sheep Judas
was in the flock. The “flock” is called the
church in Acts 20:28. To the church (flock)
was given the kingdom (See Luke 12:35).

Judas was a bishop (See Psalm 109:8; Acts
2:20). Qualifications for a bishop are spelled
out in | Timothy 3:1-7. Judas by "transgres-
sion fell"” {Acts 1:25). He fell from his ministry
and apostleship. Evidently, he fell from grace
according to the language of Psalm 109:7

. let his prayer become sin.”' Scripture

records that *“. . . he repented himself'' (Mat-
thew 27:3} but the above tells the futility of his
prayer.

Judas Iscariot was called '‘the son of perdi-
tion'" but even so, Christ said He had “'lost"
him (See John 17:12), Judas was called a
devil in John 6:70, but Simon also was called
Satan in Matthew 16:23.

Note when the Bible said the devil entered
into Judas (See Luke 22:3; John 13:27).

Readers may address their questions to Mr. Jernigan at P.O. Box 1088, Nashvilie, Tennes-
see 37202. Please limit each question to one specific topic. There will be no personal corres-
pondence regarding those questions which are not used in the magazine. The column will not
necessatify be considered the officiai voice of the denomination relative to the problems in-
volved.
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RELIGIOUS NEWS (From page 29)

ERA EXTENSION ‘A PANDORA’S BOX,"
SAYS EVANGELICAL WOMEN’S LEADER

WHEATON, IL (EP}—The time extension for
the Equai Rights Amendment makes women
lock like poor losers, according to the presi-
dent of the Women's Fellowship of the
National Association of Evangelicals. Voicing
her personal opposition 1o the proposed 7-
year extension, Majiis Parke said that if the
amendment is not ratified in the allotted 7-
year time frame, then the mandate of the
majority should be recognized and the tinat
results accepted.

"'Changing the rules as we go along makes
a mockery of our laws," she said, “and
makes us women look like poor losers or like
children wanting our own way, "

Mrs. Parke went on to explain the biblical
differences she sees between men and
women, and the responsibility evangelical
women have to make this biblical viewpoint
known.

“it is time for evangeiical women's voices
to be heard concerning the biblical meaning
of women’s role in life,” she said, “'We have
listened too much to the secular world telling
us what women are and what we should be;
how we should act and shouid not act. It is
time to put femininity and God-fearing
womanhood back into the female image."”

MINNESOTA BAPTIST ASSOGIATION
WARNS AGAINST
‘WORLDLY EVANGELISM’’

PAYNESVILLE, MN (EP)—The Minnesota
Baptist Association warned against “woridly
evangelism' in a resolution adopted at its
119th annual meeting here. The association,
most conservative of a half-dozen state
Baptist groups in  Minnesota, said “a
pragmatic philosophy has entered the work of
evangelizing the lost.”

This philosophy, ¥ said, “teaches that the
end justifies the means in soulwinning as
seen in the use of rock music with Christian
words and worldly celebrities talking about
saivation while living in sin."

“The true rebirth is being negiected white a
false rebirth consisting of an emotional
commitment without trust in Christ ang
repentance from sin is being popularized,”
the association said. '‘This woridly
evangelism is widely propagated through
television, radio, community crusades and
Bibie studies.”

The association urged its churches to
“teach and practice biblical local church
evangelism which finds its goal in God's glory
rather than in numbers of decisions.”

HALF DF HARE KRISHNA OPERATIONS
RULED NON-TAXABLE IN CALIFORNIA

LOS ANGELES (EP)~—A Superior Court judge
has ruled that the Hare Krishna society in
Culver City is eligible for religious property
tax exemption on about haif of its complex,
including its printing facilities. Los Angeles
County had held that the Hare Krishna sect is
operated primarily for profit and is not en-
titled to property tax exemption.

Evidence filed in the case showed that the
Hare Kirshna devotees earned $2 million
before expenses during 1973-76 in street sale
here and at Los Angeles international Airport.
The group’s publishing arm earned $4 million
during the same period and its Spiritual Sky
Scented Products corporation had sales
averaging morg than $2 miliion a year, ac-
cording to the evidence.

Judge Juiius M. Title of Los Angeles
Superior Court criticized the Kirshnas for
what he described as their "'unscrupulous"
methods in sireet sales of magazines and
bocks. He also accused them of using ““high-
pressure sales methods.” He further stated
that the Culver City Hare Krishna society's
“income producing activities are substantial
and predominate™ over all other activities
carried on the sect.

However, he declared that the Krishna's
publishing divisicn, Bhaktivedanta Book Trust
(BBT), is a valid non-profit religious concern
eligible for tax exemption. He said other
tacilities, including residential quarters, are
inetigible for tax-exempt status.

MINISTER CHARGES PSYCHIATRISTS
ARE REPLACING PRISON CHAPLAINS

HABTFORD, CT ({(EP)—The presence of
religion in state prisons has been ""denigrated
beyond belief,” according to a retired prison
chaplain.

The Rev. Russell Camp, who served as a
chaplain at state correctional facilities for 23
years, said the “psychiatric establishment”
in recent years has edged out ministers as
counselors for prison inmates,

"“The whole religious aspect of prison work
has been denigrated to the point where the
new state jail doesn't even have a chapel,”
Mr. Camp said. He added that the Protestant
chapel at the state's minimum security
facility in Epfield was turned into a com-
misary about four years ago. ""As one of the
prisoners said, they sold our ¢chapet for a hot
dog,”’ he saig.

State Corrections Commissioner John R
Manson said that despite Mr. Camp's claims,
"attendance at Protesiant activifies has at
least doubied at weekly services in the last
two years,'' at state prisons,

NEWSMAN HITS USE OF ‘ACT OF GOD’
TO DESCGRIBE AGCIDENTS, TRAGEDIES

TORONTO, ONT. (EP)--Television news-
caster Lioyd Rcbertson says a canoe ac-
cident that claimed the lives of 12 boys ang
one of their instructors, should not be
dismissed as an "‘act of God."

Writing in the September issue of the
Presbyterian Record, Mr. Robertson
criticized public statements that atiributed
the {ragedy to God's will.

"It is too easy,"” he said, ''to dismiss these
extravagant utterances as purely emotional
outbursts or to excuse them on the
assumption that they were designed to
soothe the wrenching agony of the grieving
parents. It is both extremely patronizing and
an insult to the intelligence of all thoughtiut
Christians to have a tragedy written off as an
‘act of God." "'

Mr. Roberison said it was learned during
the inquest intc the accident that "those
responsible for the planning and staging of
the expegition were remiss in countiess
respects. The entire trip constiluted an
exaggerated and pointless challenge, the
coroner concluded, and was doomed {o end
in tragedy.”

EVANGELIST'S TELEVISION CAMPAIGN
WILL HAVE TIE-IN TO LOCAL CHURCH

FORT WORTH, TX (EP}—Southern Baptist
evangelist James Robison is planning a major
prime time television campaign for 1979
which will be tied in with local churches.
Televised evangeiistic campaigns have been
criticized in some circles recently for
allegedly de-emphasizing involvement in the
lacal church, But Mr. Robison is specifically
focusing on the role of the local church in
follow-up and Christian nurture in his efforts.

“No reat work for God is going o have a
lasting impact apart from His church,” the
preacher said. “God hasn't promised to bless
many things—but He has clearly vowed to
bless His Word and His Church.”

Aithough the prime-time campaign is
expected to cost almost $20 million, there will
be no appeals for funds or even any mention
of contributions during the television
programs.

“We will be using two immensely powerful
communication devices to reach millions for
Christ—the telephone and the television,"
Mr. Bobison said. “The telephone will be used
for making thousands of contacts and doing
roung-the-ciock probiem and decision
counseiing, the television for communicating
the message to bring conviction ieading to
salvation.” Mr. Robison is planning severat
“pilpt"" television crusades for October in
Florida, Alabama, Oklahema and Texas.









