














Life Under Gloss—
The

Test-Tube Generation

What are the real issues in the
test-tube baby controversy? Is
it theologically errant to tamper
with the human birth process and
moke it a pheasant-under-glass

offair?

While baby Louise was a normal, healthy ¢hild, she

unlike her parents, or any human being before her, was

not ordinary: for Louise Brown was the world's first

known so-called test-tube baby. She was an infant who
was conceived in a test tube in a laboratory.

. Many who learned of the birth of Louise Brown

By Judy Simpson heralded her as the Miracle Baby, the Baby of the

Century. On the other hand, there were scientists, doc-

hen Louise Brown, five pounds, 12 ounces, tors and theologians, as weil as ordinary people, who

was born July 25, 1978, at 11:47 p.m. in were alarmed that science had reached the point of

Gidham, England, the whole world took note. conceiving a child in-vitro, in glass.

It was not that Mr. and Mrs. Lesley Brown, the baby's Where will it go from here, they wondered? What are
parents, were rich or famous. In fact, Mr. Brown, a van the long-range implications of this achievement? Like
driver and Mrs. Brown a housewife who enjoys knitting the scientists, doctors, theologians and concerned
and doing puzzles, are most ordinary. Why then, did the citizens we as Bible-believing Christians must be con-
birth of this tiny baby girl interest the world and create a cerned about the legal, social and moral conseguences
great outpouring of public opinion? of in-vitro fertilization for all of mankind.
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At the same time, we must also be concerned about
its implications for Christians, Does test-tube fertiliza-
tion violate biblical principles? If it does not, are we to
ignore it? Are we to react to the issue merely from an
emotional basis, or are we to take our position after re-
viewing the subject from as many angles as possible?
Although at this point in-vitro fertilization poses far
more questions than it provides answers, as Christians
we are not to be unaware of these perplexing issues.

LEGAL/SOCIAL TEST CASE

Although the legal complications that will perhaps
arise, and indeed have already arisen, as a result of
test-tube pregnancy are not a Christian's primary con-
cern, they should concern us. For example, can the
doctor who removes a live egg from an ovary, places it
in a faboratory dish, adds sperm, incubates the cvum,
and finally places the developing embryo in the uterus
be held tegally responsible if the child that results is a
perfectly formed monster of some sori? What if the
child is deformed? Can the doctor be sued for mal-
practice?

What happens if a doctor fertilizes an ovum and then
destroys it? One doctor has already been sued for $1.5
million in damages because he chose not to aliow an
ovum to be implanted after it had been fertilized.
Although the plaintiffs did not win the case, the issue
was decided in court.

fn addition, in the event that a deformed or handi-
capped child is born are the parents, the doctors or the
government obligated to care for it? If the ovum from
one femaie is fertilized and placed to grow in another
woman, who is the legal mother? Or, by the same
token, can the husband of a woman whose ovum was
fertilized by another man’s sperm be considered legally
respensible for the child which his wife bears? Need-
less to say, at this point, these questions are only
rhetorical, but they are doubtless questions which
wouid have to be settled by faw.

In addition to the many legal questions that arise,
there are alsc social probiems which wili no doubt
result from in-vitro fertilization. Is test-tube research
just another step toward dehumanizing, manipulating
and controlling man? Are scientists on the way to creat-
ing groups of people who will be under their control?
Although most people are not worried that in-vitro
fertitization will produce Brave New World hatcheries,
there are legitimate concerns.

Not only Is it a tegal probiem if a deformed chiid is
born, but it is alsc a social problem. There are already
far too few institutions and programs to care for
deformed and handicapped persons, and if these
people are kept in the home, how will the family be
affected?

Another guestion which should concern society at
large is whether test-tube people wili be able to func-
tion normally in society. There is no doubt that Louise
Brown's every move will be monitored by newspaper,
magazine and TV. What will this do to her self-image?
Will she be warped and maiadjusted and thus a liability
to society because she cannot lead a normal life?

Another concern is what test-tube fertitization will do
to the adoption situation? It is true that there are too
few Caucasian, normai children to meet adoption de-
mands. Could not those people who are unable to have
children more greatiy benefit society by adopting non-
Caucasian, abnormal children who will grow up to be
societal misfits because they did not have the oppor-
tunity of developing in an environment which was con-
ducive to producing people who are a positive force in
society rather than choosing the in-vitro route.

On the other hand, world population is increasing at
such a fantastic rate scientists tell us that in the fore-
seeable future, food supply will not nearly meet
demand, and, of course, in many countries this
situation already exists. Why then should governments
spend billions of doliars on research which will produce
more people to feed?

"...though the Bible does not
speok directly on the subject of
in-vitro fertilization, it does
n;o\ke clear no man creates
life....”

One cannot deny, however, that there will be some
positive feedback for society from test-tube research.
Peopie who have desperately longed for children of
their own wili be able to have them, and surely no gne
would want to deny them that joy. Further, test-tube
research will investigate and hopefully help to prevent
occurrence of some iypes of hereditary diseases and
birth defects.

MORAL/ETHICAL QUAGMIRE

So great are the moral and ethical implications of
fertilization in-vitro, that in 1975 the United States
government stopped financing test-tube research.
September 15, 1978, hearings began by the Ethics
Advisory Board of the Department of Health, Education
and Welfare to determine if in-vitro fertilization re-
search should be financed by the government.

Many peopie believe that the fertilization of the
human egg outside the body is a moral question. Ac-
cording to a spokesman for the Vatican, Louise Brown
was conceived without sexual retations and her birth
was, therefore, “"'morally illicit" (See Christianity Today,
August 18, 1978, p. 27).

Some believe if God does not allow pregnancy, then
it is not His will and shouid not be. Various people have
also voiced concern that in-vitro fertilization will further
erode the family unit by fostering single parenthood.
Some theologians, as well as private citizens, believe

-
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HOLINESS (From page 9)

The goal will not be completely re-
alized untii we see Him. (See | John
3:2).

This, however, does not excuse
anyone from pursuing if. The lack of
progress on the part of many
Christians is absoiutely inexcusable,
He commands us o do, endorse
and encourage right living which is
personified in Christ, the living word,
and fully revealed in the Bible, the
written word.

Far from this, it seems the at-
titude of many today is not, “"how
much can | be like Jesus," but
rather ‘*how much can | get by with
and hold the status of saved." Yet,
God commands, ... be ye holy in
alt manner of conversation...”
(living, | Peter 1:15); every area of
your life,

GOD'S ROLY PEGPLE

The new birth is clearly a birth
unto holiness, Paul said, **. . . put on
the new man, which after God is
created in righteousness and true
holiness” (Ephesians  4:24). He
further states that this involves
some putting off (Ephesians 4:22),

The new creature in Christ is to
wear the garments of the ‘“‘new
man'’, a new conversation and a
new conduct. The same Holy Spirit
who works through the Word to call
all sinners to repentance also simul-
taneously calls {0 holiness. “For
God hath not called us unto unclean-
ness, but unto holiness' |l
Thessalonians 4:7).

When a conscientious parent
chastens a child, it is done with a
definite goal in mind. The biblically
informed parent knows if a child
does not learn submission to the
God-ordained authority of the home
he will be a rebe! toward every form
of authority.

God our loving Father in a perfect
manner chastens His children with a
clear goal in mind. It is declared in
Hebrews 12:10b, *. . . but He for our
profit, that we might be partakers of
His holiness’’. It is clear that the
chastening of God administered to
His chiidren is designed to serve the
highest purpose of ail—that we may
be more perfectly conformed to His

likeness. When our manner of life is
not that of holiness, God moves 1o
correct it.

Every Christian should anticipate
the time when he will see Christ, We
ook forward to standing before Him
having His favor. in order that this
be a reality we must give diligent
pursuit to some particular qualities.

“ .. true holiness
has balance. It is
pure but not proud,
practical but not

promiscuous.”

Hebrews 12:14 states, "‘Follow
peace with all men, and holiness,
without which no man shall see the
Lord.” The eminent prospect of
being in the Lord’s presence should
always be a strong motivation
toward holiness of life. Paul prayed
for believers that God would
"', . .stablish your hearts un-
blameable in holiness before
God ... at the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ..."” (I Thessalonians
3:13).

THE PRACTICAL DIMENSION

Holiness has to do with behavior,
Paul said of the aged women,
... that they be in behavior as be-
cometh holiness . .." (Titus 2:3).
The deportment of the Christian is to
convey and compliment God-ike-
ness. This does not mean that we
stay aloof from the pain and need of
sinful mankind. Christ was holy, but
He was also approachabie.

The beauty of true holiness lies in
its balance. 1t is pure but not proud,
practical but not promiscuous.

Holiness articulates ciean
speech. Holiness is manifested in
unparalleled consecration to God.
Holiness does not condone sin but it
does demonsirate compassion for
the sinner. Holiness is seen in the
way the believer treats his body,
knowing and showing that the body
is the tempie of the Holy Ghost (See
| Corinthians 6:19). Holiness of life
bears witness to being part of a holy
priesthood (See | Peter 2:5).

Holiness is obvious God-tikeness.
Remember, the command of God is
neither impractical nor impossible.
With every command He gives
enablement that will produce His
desired resuits. “‘Be ye holy, for | am
holy'' {t Peter 1:16). The compelling
concern of the Christian shouid be
to please HIM,

In this wicked world you cannot
live God-like and go unnoticed.

ABOUT THE WRITER: Randy Cox pasiors
First Free Will Baptist Church, Raleigh, North
Carolina. He is chairman of Free Will Baptist
Bible College’s Board of Trustees. A

Don’t' Miss
““Life

Under
Glass’’

{See page 6)
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Faith sees the invisible, accomplishes
the impossible, bears the unbearable,
endures the unendurable, loves the
unlovable.

FAITH
ALSO WORKS

THE

EIGHT TO FIVE
SHIFT

By W. C. Combs

he pressure and stress of life

are so great that even Chris-

tians can barely cope. Many
are crushed by the enormity of the
load.

Every facet of life is on display in
this fastmoving age of computeriza-
tion and mechanization. Amid the
race toward inevitable climax, the
time of which is known only to God,
individual Christians are apt o be
swept with the tide. Their serenity,
peace and confidence is likely to be
seriously shaken or even lost, at
least temporarily.



The faith our spiritual ancestors
knew is relegated to the castoff relic
of a bygone day as not being
relevant for this streamlined age.

The faith of our fathers will still
give an undergirding spiritual
strength and amazing peace and
serenity in spite of extremely trying
circumstances. Whether the in-
dividual be a high schooi teen, a
housewife caring for a family or a
shift warker holding down an indus-
trial job, faith in God will produce a
life that is meaningful, stable and
worthwhile.

GOD’S PURPOSE

Faith begins with God. In fact
faith is a gift of God (See Ephesians
2:8, Galatians 2:20,Philippians1;29).

Jesus is the author and finisher of
our faith (Hebrews 12:2). . .. "“Faith
cometh by hearing and hearing by
the word of God"” {(Romans 10:17).

The more God's word becomes a
reatity in our lives, the greater our
faith. The ground of faith is not de-
pendent on feelings, visions or
dreams but upon truth as found in
the Lord Jesus Christ,

God's purpose is to bring “‘many
sons unto glory” (Hebrews 2:10)
from the level and status of "‘new-
born babes" (I Peter 2:2) and
"*chiidren’' (Ephesians 4:14) “‘unto a
perfect man, unio the measure of
the stature of the fulness of Christ”
(Ephesians 4:13).

Since faith begins with God,
finishes with God and is for His glory
in the life of every Christian, we can
simpiy accept events as they come
as being from God or permitted by
God and for our good {See Romans
8:28). This of course is dependent
on our love for God and our com-
mitment to Him.

He is sovereign and in absolute
control. Neither Satan nor any of his
forces can do anything touching one
of God's children without His
permission {See Job 1:12, 2:6).

GREAT POSSIBILITIES
Faith is not a mystical, unattain-
able figment of imagination but a
practical, usable substance to be
embraced, acted upon and trusted

daily for final and lasting results
even in minor things affeciing the
life of God's servant {See Hebrews
11).

Whether you work in the mines,
the mill or the market, let faith be
your constant companion. There will
ke problems, but they will be easier
to soive. There will be injuries, but
less frequent and quicker to heal.
There will be scoffing, persecution
and rejection by sinners, but the
sting wifl hurt tess.

Whether at home, school or on
the road, faith works. “This is the
day which the Lord hath made; we
will rejoice and be glad in it”’ {Psalm
118:24). Begin each day with the
thought: 'l believe in Jesus and
have commitied my life to Him. He
is working His will in my life, and
since He is sovereign, nothing can
defeat His purpose for me."” "“Thou
wiit keep him in perfect peace
whose mind is stayed on thee:
because he trusteth in thee (Isaiah
26.3),

God has proven to this writer
countless times that He wants us to
trust Him for our needs even in the
little things of fife (See Luke
12:6,7,28). if the car breaks down,
trust Him. If the undesirable jobs
seem to fall to you, trust Him. {f your
schooimates poke fun at you, trust
Him. If the washing machine breaks
down and the bread burns, trust
Him.

Faith looks beyond the present
burdens, probiems, sorrows, heart-
aches, gloom and depression know-
ing the clouds will lift and joy and
peace will return (See Psalm 30:5).

A professor of psychiatry and
medicine at the University of Florida
College of Medicine says, "'One in
three visits to the doctor's office is a
result of anxiety.”

In a survey it was found that of the
things people worry about:

40 percent never happen.

30 percent are things over
which they have no control.

12 percent are heaith prob-
lems although they are per-
fectly well.

10 percent are about friends
and relatives who are well
able to care for themselves.

Eight percent are reasons that
definitely need medical help.

Dr. Charles Mayo said. “Worry
affects the circulaticn, the heart, the
glands, the whole nervous system
and profoundly affects the health. |
have never known a man who died
from overwork, but | have known
many who died from doubt.”

GLORIOUS PRODUCTS

The office work of faith is to
produce stalwarts whether they be
men, women or children; whether it
be 5,000 years ago, 500 years ago
or today.

Faith kept Noah chopping,
hewing, building and preaching
oblivious of the scoffers (See
Hebrews 11:7). Faith sustained
Abraham (as well as Isaac and
Jacob) through numerous trials,
travels and tesis (See Hebrews
11:8-21).

Joseph, David and Daniel are
examples of God's use of the young
under the most trying of circum-
stances because of their faith. Ruth,
Rahab and Tamar, although of ques-
tionable ancestry, were as a product
of faith included in the ancestral line
of the Lord Jesus Christ.

In recent observations of prob-
lems associated with duties and
happenings of everyday life, this
writer has seen what seemed to be
insurmountable difficulties and total
frustrations fade into insignificance
by iust slowing down and approach-
ing them with complete confidence
that they wouid be solved.

Faith sees the invisible, accomp-
lishes the impossible, bears the un-
bearable, endures the unendurable,
loves the unlovable.

Don’t ever he influenced by the
common saying ‘'you can’t be a
Christian and work here”. As long as
it is honorabte and moral, no matter
how lowly the job or menial the task,
a Christian can bear a Christian wit-
ness.

Remember God's goal is to
produce mature Christians. He ac-
complishes this through the exer-
cise of your faith {See Hebrews
5:12-14).

ABOUT THE WRITER: W. C. Combs pastors
Corinth Free Wili Baptist Church, fron City,
Georgia. He has organized churches and
held denominational offices in West Virginia
and Fiorida. Two of his 14 children are Free
Will Baptist pastors. A
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CHURCH TRAINING PROMOTIONAL CAMPAIGN WINNERS ANNOUNCED

NASHVILLE, TN—Thirty-nine Free
Wiil Baptist Church Training groups

in 13 states were represented in the SPRING  SEPT. PERCENT.
1978 National Churgh Training Pro- TOP ATTENDANCE GAINERS AVG. AVG. OF INCAS.
motiocnal C"_:‘]rnpaigr'll "Deve[oping DIVISION A (150 and up): — NOENTRIES —
Disciples.” Tabulation of the results DIVISION B (100-149):
revealed that those churches who Wocodbine Church, Nashville, TN—Winner

e : Elro Driggers, Pastor;
utitized all the promot:qnal pla_ns and Mike Mayher, Director 134 148 10%
programs together with their own DIVISION € (5068
lmtlatwe.and creativity reaped the Valiey Forge Chﬁrch,E$izabelhton,TN—Winner
greatest increase. Arther Luster, Pastor;

The Campaign was conducted Carl Roberson, Director 56 720 29%
during the month of September, First Church, Gastenia, NC— 1st runner-up
taking the attendance for each of William Calvert, Pastor;
the four Sundays and measuring it Jimmy Rogers, Director 80 n 18%
against the average attendance in First Church, DeSoto, MO-—2nd runnar-up
Church Training for March, April and Charles L. Miller, Pastor,
May, 1978. Aian D. Chapman, Director 82 23 13%

National awards are given in each DIVISION D (49 and below):
of the four divisions (A—150 and Marvin Chapel Church, Marianna, FL—Winner

B—100-149) C 0-99 d Buford A. Pierce, Pastor;

up), (B—100-148), C—50-99) an W. W, Eiland, Director 20 54 170%
D~—49 and below) to the top church Huffman Church, Birmingham, AL—1st runner-up
with the. largest percent‘age of in- Gerald Baxiey, Pastor: '
crease in attendance in Church M. J. Jennings. Director 15 36 140%
Tram',ng' ngeral Ch,urCheS did not First Church, Jacksonviile, NC—2nd runner-up
submit their Campaign results. Of Billy Jackson, Pastor:
those who did, the following Myron Buckhalter, Director 38 65 7%
compilation of winners and runners-
up has been made:
GEOQORGIANS VOTE TO BEGIN group is to determine the feasibility Larry Nix, was commissioned

BIBLE INSTITUTE

DUBLIN, GA—The Georgia Bible
Institute, featuring a three-year 96-
quarter hour dipioma program, won
approval by delegates at Georgia
State Association’s 42nd  annual
session in Dubiin, November 17-19,
Classes are slated to begin in
September at First Free Wil
Baptist Church, Albany. Dr. Melvin
Worthington has been tapped as
GBI president.

in other business, three five-man
committees were appointed for
study purposes. One group was
charged to study Georgia's
financial  structure, another to
study the state constitution and re-
evaluate all board duties, a third

of a Free Will Baptist retirement
center in Georgia.,

A six-page standardized gues-
tionnaire for licensing and ordain-
ing ministers was passed and sent
to constituent associations for rati-
fication during the vyear. After
discussion, a motion to seil the
property of Dublin Free Wiil Baptist
Church was tabled until the next
session to allow the mission board
time to secure a pastor. Georgia
Executive Secretary C. B. Dowdney
had served as interim pastor.

National ministries were
ailocated 10 percent of the state's
$42,000 cooperative budget.
Registration personnel announced
attendance at 163 for the three-day
session. Missionary to Atlanta,

Thursday evening.

Georgia’s 650-member Woman's
Auxiliary met November 16. Their
1978-1979 state project is to raise
$5000 for missicnary Jerry Banks
account by May 1. in other action,
delegates agreed to earmark 1978
pre-Christmas week of prayer
offerings for the Larry Nix account.

National Master’s Men chairman
Don Etkins addressed 73 at
Georgia's first annual Master’s
Men breakfast. The 39-year-old
Arkansas high school principal
called on Georgians to ‘‘face and
accept disappointments as part of
life's lessons’”’. He asked for a
return to ‘“'basic’ Christianity in
faith, wisdom, prayer and the Great
Commission,
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FALL ENLARGEMENT OUTREACH SCORES 33 PERCENT INCREASE

NASHVILLE, TN—Enlargement
campaigns continue to be an effec-
tive tool for evangelism. The Fall
Enlargement Campaign, “Outreach
To The Unreached"”, scored a 33.3
percent net increase in attendance
among the 22 states from which
Free Will Baptist churches partici-
pated. This increase is based upon
the Spring quarter, 1978 average

Division Church

A 1st  Heritage Temple—Columbus, OH
B st WesiTulsa—Tulsa, OK

c 1st  Collinswood—Portsmouth, VA

2nd  First—Erwin, Tn
D ist  Capitol Hill—Qkla. City, OK

E 1st  Vista Hills—Van Buren, AR
2nd  Noble—Noble, OK

F i1st  Shafter—Shafter, CA
2nd  First—Poteau, OK

G 15t First—Hot Springs, AR
2nd  Calvary Fellowship—Fenton, MO

H 1st  Grace—Okla. City, OK
2nd  United—Bianchard, OK

attendance.

These continuing success stories
testify to the fact that enlargement
campaigns are potent instruments
to increase enrollment, average at-
tendance, and to bring persons
under the sound of the gospel.

Recognition has been given the
winners in eight different numerical
categories as listed below:

Mar.-May  Camp.

Avg. Avg, Increase
522 908 73.95%
469 596 27.08%
358 389 8.66%
345 370 7.25%
220 267 21.36%
171 247.2 44 56%
166 237 42.77%
127 224 76.38%
105 175 66.67%

82 116.2 87.42%

61 108.6 78.03%

49 118 140.82%

32 66 106.25%

HAITIAN PROJECT ADOPTED AT ALABAMA MEETING

WINFIELD, AL-—Alabama Free Wili
Baptists voted to underwrite opera-
tion of two Haitian schools some
15 miles from Haiti's capitol, Port-
Au-Prince. Officials reported more
than 400 poverty stricken Haitians
are being educated by Free Will
Baptists aiready on the island. It is
estimated that funds of $750 per
month are essential to adequately
fund the mission effort.

This action was taken at Ala-
bama's State Association meeting
in  Winfield Free Will Baptist
Church, November 9-11. Outgoing
Moderator Jack Rollins presented a
plaque to Carbon Hill, Alabama,
physiclan Dr. G. W. Keith for
providing free medical service to
children at Alabama Children’s
Home for the past 31 years.

Another chiidren’s heme related
award honored Miss Florence

Sides who was empioyed by the
home 31 vyears. Miss Sides
recieved an appreciation plague
and a $3,225 cash gift. Four
hundred delegates and visitors
witnessed the awards ceremonies.

Forestdale Church layman Ernie
Winchester of Birmingham ad-
dressed 85 at a Master's Men
breakfast Thursday morning in the
Travel Inn Motel.

John Edwards, pastor of First
Free Will. Baptist Church, Decatur,
was elected state moderator
succeeding Jack Rollins, Delegates
reaffirmed biblical plenary verbal
inspiration and resolved that the
Bible was the only rule of faith and
practice. February 12-14 is Pastors
and Workers Conference at Jasper,
Alabama. A state-wide Youth rally
will meet concurrently at Jasper.

SPRING ENLARGEMENT
CAMPAIGN “‘ENLARGE
YOUR VISION”

NASHVILLE, TN—ENLARGE
YOUR VISION is the theme for
the 1979 Spring Sunday School
Enlargement Campaign. This
campaign will be of special
vaiue 1o the Sunday school
which wants to promote not
only a time of dramatic growth
but also a time of spirituai
growth for their students and
teachers. Witnessing and mis-
sionary vision are stressed in
this program of involvement.
The Spring Enlargement
Campaign will begin March 4,
1979, and end March 25, 1979.
Sunday schools in each divi-
sion who experience the
greatest perceniage of gain
over the 13 weeks average at-
tendance for Sepiember-Octo-
ber-November, 1978, will be
declared winners and present-
ed .appropriate awards de-
noting first or second place.
Sunday schools will be
arranged in accordance with
the following table for competi-
tive purposes.
Division A over 500 average
Division B 400-500 average
Division C 300-399 average
Division D 200-299 average
Division E 150-199 average
Division F 100-149 average
DivisionG 50- 99 average
Division H under 49 average
Campaign materials are
available from the Sunday
School Department. Order by
March 2.
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Testament soul winning."" An October miracle
day at the church registered 272 for worship
services.

After an all night prayer meeting,
Halieiujah Sunday at West Tulsa FWB
Church, Tulsa, OK, recorded 916 in at-
tendance. Pastor Connie Cariker awarded
family Bibles to three individuals for bringing
25 or more of thelr friends to church.
Recipients of the family Bibles were Bill
Daniels, Pam Hollle and Bertha Revis. No
wonder Pastor Cariker cailed it Hailelujah
Sunday-—anytime a pastor ¢an convinge
three people 10 bring 25 with them to church
that is certainly worth sharing with someone.

CONTACT weicomes The Christian
Sounder, publication of First FWB Church,
Benton, iL. Gene Norris pastors,

Hillsdale Free WHI Baptist College, Moore,
OK, is featuring an Alumni Roundup during its
Bible Conference March 6-8 according to
Richard Galtant, Ajumni Association
President.

A publication from Fellowship FWB
Church, Kingsport, TN, suggested the four
following brief rules for Bible study. 1. Read it
through. 2. Pray it in. 3. Work it out. 4. Pass it
cn. Winston Sweeney pastors.

CONTACT joins Shiich FWB Church,
Bristol, VA, in saluting Mrs. Bertha Helbert.
Mrs. Helbert has been teaching the Begin-
ners class af Shiloh Church for 49 years. She
was recently recognized by the church as
Teacner of the Month, Walter L. Statzer
pastors.

Dr. Arthur Climenhaga, professor of
theofogy and missions and academic
assistant to the dean of Ashland Theological
Seminary, shared Harvest Sunday Weekend
November 17-19 with Trinity FWB Church,
Bridgeton, MO. Dr. Climenhaga shared the
book of Philippians with the congregation.
Russell Spurgeon pastors.

Here's another Super Sunday report from
Michigan. Pastor Robert Trimble said guest
speaker and former pastor, William Mishier,
spoke to 300 at their Oclober Homecoming
and Old-Fashionsd Day. Offerings exceeded
$2100 and many new families and prospects
were in the congregation. The church is
{ocated in Mount Clemens, Mi,

First FWB Church, Fort Smith, AR, ob-
served its 25th annual shut-ins day. The
yearly occassion is a time of excitement and
creativity for the northwest Arkansas congre-
gation. Pastor Rupert Pixley said the 1978
shut-ing day was capped by seven people
uniting with the church,

Pastor Buford Plerce was on not one but
two radio stations the week of October 9-14.
Both WTOT and WTYS featured Brother
Pierce as morning devotional speaker. Pierce
pastors Marvin Chapel FWB Church,
Marianna, FL.

Bear Point FWB Church in Sesser, IL, sent
a glowing report of 21 people saved during
one month. James O’Dell pastors,

Pastor Carl Cheshler and the Cavanaugh
FWB Church, Fort Smith, AR, imported the
pastor of Heritage Temple FWB Church,
Columbus, OH, and his staff for a November
15-19 Bible Conference and revival. The
guest entourage inciuded Paul Thompson,
Bob Shockey and three other able staff
members,

On the 100th anniversary of Mt. Harmony
FW8 Church, Saffell, AR, 168 persons were
present for morning worship. Pastor David
Waltrip then welcomed more than 250 for an
afternoon service. Grady Linebaugh gave
the special commemorative address. Several
former pastors were recognized and a history
of the church read by Lucy Willlams.

If you've ever wondered how it would feel
tc walk through astroturf, take a stroll
through the basemen: of Waltonville FWB
Church, Waltonviiie, IL. Pastor Howard Flota
reports the installation of the famous turf as
well as freshly painted walls courtesy of the
Waltonville men.

The Old Mount Zion Newsletter, serving
the Oid Mount Zien Association in Arkansas,
has a new editor, He is Daniel Phillips, pastor
of Caivary FWB Church, Springdale, AR.
Phillips is a 1977 graduate of Free Will Baptist
Bible College. He repiaces Bobby Shepherd
as editor who originated the newsletter in
1973

Bob Culbertson has been announced as
Ohio's newest missionary. Culbertson is &
member of Heritage Tempie FWB Church,
Columbus. He says God has called him to be
& servant to Ohio churches in the area of
church growth. His teaching and preaching
are mainly in the areas of evangelism and
discipleship. He specializes in principles of
how to live the normal Christian life, how to
grow as a Christian and how to share the
gospel of Christ with others.

The Lord has been working a quiet miracle
at Fairwood FWB Church, Fairfax Station,
VA. In the past 21 years 32 men have an-
swered the cali 1o preach from this one
church. Pastor Lester Horton chuckied, “if
they'd all stayed and pastored churches near
here we'd have enough to start a new con-
ference by now." Thank God for churches
which produce preachers.

Waido Young, pastor of Spencer Road
FWB Church, Spencer, OK, served as
Cklahoma State Clerk for a decade and then
declined the nomination this year. The
Okiahoma State Assoclation voted 1o pur-
chase a plaque honering the faithful pastor.
When Brother Young returned 1o the city of
Spencer he discovered another piaque of
appreciation waiting for him. The city mayor
read the proclamation of appreciation and
presented Young with the five-year service
plague from the citizens of Spencer.

Rolla Smith, general director of the
Foreign Missions Department, was guest

speaker for the annual Bible Conference
sponsored by the Northeast Missouri Associ-
atlon. Services were conducted in Kirksvilie
FWB Church October 27-29.

Sunday schoo!l contests of every hue and
variety seem to be in full bloom this season.
Some contests are cute, some are question-
able, but every once in a white we run across
ong that is definitely unusual. This is the case
with the Sunday school contest betwsen
Danny and Dennis Keen, twin brothers who
pastor churches in North Careclina and
Alabama, The losing pastor must knock
doors for the other's church for a week. That
sure beats a pie in the face or a sliced neck-
tie.

Pastor Richard Gallant of First FWB
Church, Poteau, OK, made history recently.
The good pastor was excited about an article
he read in CONTACT. He provided space fora
CONTACT subscription form in his church
publication. Here's the best part—he in-
ciuded this statement just above the sub-
scription form, "“Any of our church family who
after receiving their first copy of CONTACT
feel it's not worth the subscription fee, see
the pastor and he will refund your money."
Thank you Pastor Gallans for this vote of con-
fidence.

December 1948, a sermon entitled “Why |
am a Free Will Baptist’’ appeared in the Mis-
sissippl Froe Wili Baptist Messenger. i was
preached by George C. Lee, Sr., who
pastored some 19 churches in Mississippi
from 19C9-1968. That sermon has been re-
printed and is available by writing George C.
Lee, Jr., pastor of Victory FWB Church,
Goldsboro, NC.

Sanford Davis, missionary in Temple, TX,
has become chaplain of T-CAP, a 1500
member siate-wide CB organization. Davis is
respensible for setting up chaplain services
across the state of Texas. T-CAP is a part of
the Re-Act Organization which monitors
channel 9 CB distress calls.

Dedication services for the new quarter-
million dollar sanctuary at First FWB Church,
McAllen, TX, were conducted August 6 by
veteran home missionary Larry Powell. The
church is located on three acres donated by
Dr. and Mrs. Wilford Lee. The acreage is
valued at $75,000, making net worth of
property and facilities to exceed $325,000.
With attendance now averaging 75, the group
has 30 of that number participating in door-to-
door visitation.

Members of Sherwcod Forest FWB
Church, El Sobrante, CA, have committed
themselves to a staggering faith promise
pledge of nearly $1500 per month to
missions. Pastor Milburn Wison said the
$2000 cash offering given during their
mission conference proved the church simply
could not outgive God.

It's retraction time again! Apologies to
Pastor Dennis Henderson and First FWB
Church, Bryan, TX, for a November 1978
“Currently” item stating that 50 percent of
the congregation was new converts. The idea
sounded good but the editor misinterpreted
information about the church. 4
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NIV SALES
OVER ONE MILLION

GRAND RAPIDS, MI (EP)~Pre-publication
sales for the New Internationat Version Bible
have now reached 1,060,000 copies, accord-
ing to Ronaid N, Haynes, Executive Vice
President of Sales for Zondervan Publishing
House.

“This pre-publication sales figure is a
record for Zondervan, and certainly a mite-
stone for the publishing industry,” remarked
Haynes. '‘Seiling one million copies of any
title is extraordinary, but to realize that the
millionth copy of the NIV Bible has already
been sold several weeks before the officiai
publication date of October 27 is
phencmenal.” The New Testament in the
New International Version was published in
1873, and more than two miltion copies have
been soid.

OEPENDENCE ON GOO STRESSED
BY KENYA’S NEW PRESIDENT

NAIROBI ({EP)—Kenya's new President,
Daniel Arap Moi, has acknowiedged his de-
pendence on God for the success of his rule.
During his service as transitional President
following the death of Jomo Kenyatta in
September, the former Vice President
declared, "All Kenyans, including ministers
and civil servants, are answerable to me, but
| am answerable to God. If | do not rule fairly,
i will be judged by God."

According to a report by Beverly K. Hubble
in Christianity Today magazine, the 54-year-
old Mr. Moi “*has been deeply influenced”’ by
the Africa Inland Church, one of Kenya's
largest Protestant  denominations. Ad-
dressing an AIC memorial service for the late
President Kenyatta, he urged his audience to
“continue preaching the Word of God to
maintain peace, love and unity.”

MAKE EVANGELISM A LIFESTYLE
NORTH AMER!CAN BAPTISTS URGED

TORCNTC  (EP)—Leaders of the North
American Baptist Fellowship (NABF),
representing nine conventions and con-
ferences, were urged here fo make
evangelism a lifestyie rather than a specialty.

“We need a Christian mind in everything
we do,”" Archie R. Goldie of Canads told some
64 Baptist leaders attending the NABF an-
nual meeting here, "We must train ourselves
to think Christian—not to think secular and
add a Christian veneer."”

GIVING TO 1D DENOMINATIONS
OFFSET INFLATION'S EFFECT
NEW YORK, NY (EP)—While 10 major

Protestant denominations decreased in
membership, their membership giving in-
creased enough fo outstrip the inflation rate
from 1977 to 1978,

A National Council of Churches survey
reports that contributions to those denomi-
nations increased 6.6 percent while the
Bureau of Labor Statistics consumer price
index averaged 6.5 percent nationally. The
survey included a iotal of 45 church bodies
reporting total contributions of
$6,765,567,251.

The 10 major denominations identified in
the survey are: the American Baptist
Churches, the American Lutheran Church,
the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), the
Episcopal Church, the Lutheran Church in
America, the Lutheran Church-Missouri
Synod, the Presbyterian Church in the United
Stales, the United Church of Chrigt, the
United Methodist Church and the United
Presbyterian Church.

These denominations have an aggregate
membership of 25,474,133, down from
25,580,032 in 1976.

AMERICANS’ ECONOMIC LIFE STYLES
RAPPED AS ‘MURDER BY PRIVILEGE’

GREEN LAKE, WI {EP}—A noted evangelical
social activist told a conference of members
of historic Peace Churches here that
Americans ‘“participate in  murder by
privitege" through their economic life styles,
Dr. Ronaid J. Sider, associate professor of
refigion and history at Messiah College
(Grantham, Pennsylvania) and author of Rich
Christians in an Age of Hunger, made this
assertion in a Bible tecture at the “New Cail
to Peacemaking’” conference held here by
Brethren, Friends and Mennonite groups to
discuss proposals for the future of peace-
making.

The scholar, a member of the Brethren in
Christ, declared that "in the last 50 years,
especially the last 20, the Brethren in Christ,
the Church of the Brethren, the Mennonites
and the Friends have moved more and more
into the economic mainstream of our society.
Unfortunately it is not true that our society's
wealth is simply the resuit of God's blessing
and our hard work. To a significant extent,
our affluence depends on unjust economic
structures that make us rich and Latin
Americans hungry.”

Dr. Sider also charged that "we have
talked about peace and then gladly enjoyed
the fruits of viclence. Ctaiming to believe that
it is the peacemakers who are blessed, we
have to a terribie degree happily accepted
the benefits of a violent status quo."’

The scholar affirmed that “'simpie personal
lifestyles are extremely important now--bath
as visible aibeit imperfect modeis pointing to
the coming kingdom and as an authentication
of our cail to government for sweeping
systemic change.”

FEDERAL TASK FORCE RECOMMENDED
TO PROBE ALLEGED FLLEGALITIES
OF 'MOON ORGANIZATION’

WASHINGTON, DC (EP)—A subcommittee of
the United States House of Representatives
has recommended that a federal interagency
task force be set up to investigate what it
says are apparent illegal activities of the Rey.
Sun Myung Moon's Unification Church and its
related operations.

Referring to what it describes as '‘the
Moon Organization,” the report issued
(November 1} by the Subcommittee on inter-
national Organizations of the House Com-
mittee on international Relations ciies
evidence pointing to violations of United
States tax, immigration, banking, currency
and foreign agent registration laws.

The 447-page report is based on an 18-
month investigation of Korean-American
relations and charges of “inffuence ped-
diing.”” Chairman of the subcommittee which
issued the report is Representative Donald
M. Fraser, who charged that Mr. Moon's
followers worked for his defeat in last
spring's Minnesota Senate primary.

At a news conference in New York, Neil A.
Saionen, president of the Unification Church
of America, charged that the report was
“inherently biased.”" He said the Church is
preparing a point-by-point rebuttal of the
charges made in the Congressional
document, and that it will be ready "in a
coupie of months."

NORTH CAROLINA CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS
DEFY COURT OROER TO FiLE REPORTS

RALEIGH, NC (EP)—A member of the North
Carolina State Board of Education said Chris-
tian schools that refuse to comply with state
requirements to file reports shouid fobby in
the stale legislature for a change in the law.

Larry Harding of Charlotte said, “'| believe
the board majority certainly wouid wani to be
ag lenient as possible with the Christian
schools, Nobody wants o see anybody put in
jail when that person or that group is standing
up for principles or matters of conscience or
conviction.”

The Christian schools contend the require-
ment that church-related schools fite reports
with the state infringes on their constitutional
rights of freedom of refigion and they have re-
fused to file the reports for more than a year.
The State Board of Education, which con-
tends it has a responsibility to see that all
children get a guaility education, in both
public and private schools, then sued the pro-
iesting schools. In September, a Wake
County Superior Court judge directed the
schools o file the reports, as reguired by iaw.

The schocls stiil refuse 1o fijfe the complete
reporis and have given no indication that they
ever intend to do so. in fact, their leaders
have said they will go 1o jail, if necessary, to
stand up for their religious convictions.

-
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PTL TELEVISION NETWOQRK
ON VERGE OF COLLAPSE

CHARLQTTE, NC {(EP}—A tearful Jim Bakker,
presiden: of the PTL evangelical television
network, has told viewers of the daily PTL
Club talkshow that the network is facing ruin
and has pleaded for an immediate increase in
financial contributions to keep the network
and its retigious programming on the air.

He made his appeal on the day the net-
work's 800 empioyees were scheduled fo be
paid, but would not, because the $500,000
needed was not available. “We're within days
of the network ceasing,” he stated on the
television procgram. 'l realized when | came
to the studio today this was my last oppor-
tunity to see this ministry survive. 'm not
crying wolf. 'm facing facts. | need a desper-
ate miracle today."

Mr. Bakker spoke on the final day of a two-
week telethon aimed solely at raising money
to help the network out of its financial difficul-
ties. He urged supporters to send cash or use
their credit cards o make donations. Mr,
Bakker told PTL Club viewers that his
financial department has been receiving as
many as 200 to 300 cails a day irom creditors
seeking payments.

Earlier, the PTL network had claimed that a
computier problem has prevented it from re-
ceiving at least $12 million in donations from
its viewers and supporters ang was
responsible for its $4 million debt. Bakker
said the problem resulted in more than
200,000 letters going unanswered and in fail-
ure of supporters to receive envelopes in
which to mail in their monthly pledges. He
had said discovery of the problem would
enable PTL to eliminate its indebtedness
within three months.

The biggest part cof PTL’s reported in-
debiedness and financial probiems has been
its projected $100 miltion campground and
university complex just across the state line
in York County, South Carotina, work on
which was halted in August by the general
confractor because PTL was more than
$500,000 behind in its payments,

ATHEIST WORRIED HER S0 MUCH
SHE LOST HAIR, WOMAN TESTIFIES
AUSTIN, TX (EP)—Susan Stroble, a former

employee of Madalyn Murray O'Hair's
American Atheist Center here, testified that
her hair started falling out last year after Mrs.
O'Hair accused her of theft. Mrs, Stroble, 28,
testifying in her $50,000 libel suit against Mrs.
{O’Hair, said: 'l was worried constantly and |
began to notice my hair falling out . . . . There
were times when | would just have 10 go into
ry room or go ous for a walk and just cry."”

Mrs. Strobel said her husband told her a
police sergeant had called concerning a com-
piaint by Mrs. O'Hair that Mrs. Strobel
allegedly siole a data cartridge from the
Atheist Center where she worked as a
computer programmer.

Mrs. Strobei said after thai she feared
arrest and having her children see her taken
away in a police car. Stating "i'm not a
criminal,” she said she made a statement to
police and passed a lie detector test.

GAY RIGHTS AMENOMENT REJECTED
BY VOTERS QOF FLORIDA COUNTY

MIAMI, FL {EP)—Voters of Dade County,
which includes Miami, have for the second
ttme in 17 months refused to include
protection for homosexuals in the county
ordinance barring discrimination.

The vote against the measure was
188,033; 135,705 voters supportedit.

But the margin ot defeat gropped consider-
ably below the earlier rejection of the
measure. Bob Kunst, a gay rights activist,
who headed the drive for the necessary
10,000 signatures required to place the issue
on the baiot, hailed the closing of the gap as
a victory., Mr. Kunst vowed to have the issue
back on the ballot in the 1980 election.

As in the earlier campaign, the chief op-
ponent of gay rights was singer Anita Bryant.
She described the results of the voting as “'a
victory for God." 8he said she is not worried
about Ms. Kunst getting the proposed ordi-
nance amendment on the bailot again. “'This
is a moral issue,” she said, "If they do it
again, we’'ll beat them again.”’

Ms. Bryant and her husbang, Bob Green,
say they plan next month to open what they
saigd will be the first of several counseiling
centers {0 help homosexuals change their
sexual orientation to heterosexual.

Why not ask God to

give you
a year verse jor 1979?

FAMILY PLANNING PROGRAMS
“WORSE THAN PORNOGRAPHY"'

WHEATON, IL (EP}—Pornographic maga-
zines such as Ouwi and HusHer are no more
expiicit than much of the materials being
used in public school sex education and
family planning programs, according to a
Washington spokesman of the Nationat
Association of Evangelicals (NAE).

Floyd Robertson, associate director of
NAE's Office of Public Affairs, said that there
exists today a definite trend toward the use of
materials which give false or misieading
information about birth control, abortion,
promiscuily, and homgsexuality. He further
noted that the contents of many of these
books, films and pamphiets deal primarily
with illicit sex acts and abnormal sexual be-
havior.

Robertson indicated further opposition to
the United Stales Depariment of Health,
Education and Welfare's {HEW) active role in
the production and funding of these
programs. A 90-page HEW document (HSA
No. 75-16607) entitied '‘Practical Sugges-
tions for Family Planning Education” lists
resource materials relating primarily to
sexual activity,

“H is ironic that this program is called
‘Famity Planning Education,”” Roberison
said, “when nothing could be more destruc-
tive of the Christian concept of the family.
The possibility of a Congressional investiga-
tion into this whole sorry mess is not out of
the question. It is long overdue.”

GROUP WITHIN CHURCH SUES
TO OUST BAPTIST PASTOR

WAHNETA, FL (EP)~A Southern Baptist
pastor here has had six people ousted from
his ¢hurch for filing a lawsuit against him. The
dispute began in late August when Polk
County deputy sheriffs were called to quell a
domestic disturbance at the home of the
pastor of First Baptist Church, the Rev. Paut
Huling. No one was arrested, but severat
parishioners witnessed the disturbance and a
vote was taken the following Sunday on
whether to dismiss the pastor.

According to the persons bringing the law-
suif, the first baliot adopted a motion calling
for the pastor’s resignation. They say that the
minister then called for a second vote, which
he also lost, by 31-30. But, the plaintiifs
charge, Mr. Huling then declared himseif
moderator of the meeting, threw out one vote
against him and cast a vote in his favor to
hreak the tie.

Six parishioners then filed suit in Polk
County Circuit Court asking for an injunction
to prohibit Mr. Huiing from “interfering with
church business.” Mr, Huling {hreatened to
oust them unless they dropped the legat
action. When they refused, they were told
that they had been voted out of the church by
a baliot held aiter a regular Sunday morning
worship service.

Mr. Huling has described the persens
bringing the lawsuil against him as ''the scum
of the earth’’ and “"hypocrites.” &









