





By Garnett Reid

brother offended is harderto

be won than a strong city"”

(Proverbs 18:19). What was
true in Sciomon's day is still true
today.

Consider Mr. Wounded Pride and
Mr. Truly Sorry, brothers in the Lord,
charter members of the same Free
Wilt Baptist Church and long-time
friends—that is, they used to be
friends. Nine years ago Mr. Sorry
flew off the handle and said some
harsh things about Mr. Pride. Having
realized his wrong and repented, Mr.
Sorry apologized in earnest to his
friend and asked forgiveness.

Mr. Pride, though somewhat re-
luctant, then recited that famous,
well-worn line, "I forgive you.” Yet
to this day, the two men sit on op-
posite sides of the church and have
nothing whatsoever to do with each
other. Strange forgiveness, wouldn't
you say?

The golden rule of this age ex-
presses itself in the philosophy, "'Do
unto others because they have done
unto you.” Qur world teaches us to
retaliate; when somecne attacks
you, strike back,

As a result, the least spark of
tension in a church often drives an
immovable wedge between God's
people. A chip on the shoulder of a
believer is dead weight and only
hinders the work of the Lord.

Yet the Bible exalts true forgive-
ness, the attitude which says *'I
forgive™ from the heart as well as
from the lips. This forgiving attitude,
as God describes it in His Word, Is
clearly linked to spirituat growth.

The reoad to a forgiving spirit,
though long and often uphill, is
accessible and open to traffic. You
can travel this rocad and become a
forgiving Christian. Four simple

reminders stand as signposts to
help you on your way.

he first sign is clearly marked,
“"FORGET.” When someone

Wrongs you, simply forget it. Put
it out of your mind; do not allow your-
self to dwell upon that particuiar in-
cident. Too many Christians “bury
the hatchet' only to dig it up again
and use it as leverage against
another believer.

“'The putting of a great injury out
of one’s mind and refusing to think
about if, does, in my judgment, con-
stitute forgiveness," wrote G.
Campbell Morgan to a friend.

Likewise, the New Testament
word used most often for forgive-
ness literally means '‘a putting off”
or “'sending away.”’ When Old Testa-
ment writers refer to forgiveness,
they frequently speak of “blotting
out’” or ‘“‘remembering no more.”
Forgetting is at the very heart of for-
giving.

second reads, ""REMEMBER.”

Remember Christ’s example of
forgiveness.

When someone has hurt you and
bitterness begins to well up within,
think of the Lord Jesus’ words on the
cross: “Father, forgive them; for
they know not what they do’' (Luke
23:34). The Son of God forgave
those murderers of history's most
heinous wrong while we so often
refuse to forgive petty offenses.

Speaking of a forgiving spirit
among believers in both Ephesians
4:32 and Colossians 3:13, Paul ties
in the example of Christ. "'Even as
Christ forgave you, so aiso do ye,”
he says.

We need only look at Stephen’s
example in Acts 7:60 {o see this
principle put into practice. Remem-
bering the forgiving spirit of his Lord,
Stephen exclaimed of his slayers,
“Lord, lay not this sin to their
charge."

I n contrast to the first sign, the

reads the third signpost on the

road to a forgiving spirit. The
person who harbors a bitter, unfor-
giving attitude harms only himself.
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BITTERNESS (from page 3)

Jesus tells a parable in Matthew
18 about a king who displayed for-
giveness to a servant. Yet the ser-
vent refused to forgive one of his
debtors; consequently, the king
punished him,

The Lord then gives this warning
to us: ““So likewise shaill my
heavenly Father do aiso unto you, if
ye from vyour hearts forgive not
every one his brother their tres-

passes.”
Bitterness and an unforgiving
spirit  poison the whole man;

whereas a good relationship with
the Lord depends, to a great degree,
upon a good relationship with His
chiidren (See Matthew 5:23-24). The
irony is that when we hold a grudge,

Layman

Yecgrthe

ATTENTION PASTORS

6 In a few days you

will be receiving

*l details of the an-

nual "Layman of

the Year" Award

sponsored by the

Master's Men
Department.

We encourage you to take
advantage of thisopportunity
to recognize one of your
outstanding laymen.

A reminder that you DO
NOT have to be a member
of Master's Men in order to
participate.

in actuality the grudge holds us. it
eats away at our spiritual health like
a deadly disease.

John Chrysostom's words still
apply to all Christians: “‘L.et us not
thrust the sword into ourselves by

being revengeful.”
T other important reminder: *'DO
NOT CONSIDER YOURSELF.”
An unforgiving spirit finds its source
in selfishness. Someone has dared
to assault that most sacred shrine
called "'self,” and we are not about
to let them get by with it. :

Too many Christians show this
attitude by filing incidents away only
1o use them later to their own ad-
vantage, How foreign is this selfish
infltuence of the world to the selftess-
ness of our Lord.

Each of these signposts is painted
upon a background of spiritual
maturity. Forgetting the offense and
remembering Christ's example
come easily to the Christian who is
growing in the Lord. A mature
believer recognizes bitterness to be
a deadly poison extracted only from
selfishness.

But spiritual babes cannot digest
the 70 times 7" brand of forgive-
ness taught by Christ (see Matthew
18:21-22 and Galatians 6:1).

This forgiving spirit does not
mean, however, that we are to stand
defenseless, inviting offenses and
exhibiting some sort of “martyr
complex.” Christ Himself exhorts,
“if thy brother trespass against
thee, rebuke him .. ."" (Luke 17:3).

Yet He continues, *...and if he
repent, forgive him.”" Even in de-
fense against hurtful wrongs, the
mature Christian does not manifest
a bitter, vengeful spirit of retaiiation.

Any Christian can learn to be a
forgiving person. Granted, the
learning process is long and difficult
for many; vet the end product is
precious in God's sight.

Mr. Sorry and Mr. Pride? You will
find each stilt on his own side of the
church, never so much as casting a
glance in the other's direction. It
may be too late for Mr. Pride—but
not for you and me,

he final signpost displays an-

ABOUT THE WRITER: Garnett Reid is pastor
of Cross Timbers Free Will Baptist Church,
Nashville, Tennessee. &
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Will the ERA legions flex their
legislative muscles and shake

off unpopular opposition or will
one of ERA’s Achilles’ heels deliver
it an unwitting death blow before
the unexpected 1982 donny-
brook?

Illinois pastor’s wife, Susan
Burgess, carves a brass tacks and
lace swath across the bureau-
cratic haunches of the 56-year-old
ERA amendment, now only three
state legislatures shy of becoming
constitutional reality.



By Susan Burgess
t's a travesty! It's an outrage! It's a farce!
No, it's Super Amendment! Destined io leap
male chauvinism in a single sentence, more power-
ful than a housewives' revolt, as slow as the seven-year
itch-—Super Amendment is taunted and tainted, loved
and hated, celebrated and debated!

Yet somewhere on the way to ratification Super
Amendment (in reai life the Equal Rights Amendment)
lost its momentum and stalled in a quagmire of misin-
formation, ignorance, suspicion, libel, innunendoes and
downright lies,

First introduced tc Congress in 1923, the Equal
Rights Amendment bounced from committee to floor
and back fo committee for 49 years. Eventuaily, the
House of Representatives passed the resolution, and
the Senate confirmed thai endorsement March 22,
1972,

But ERA was destined to undergo the same vacilla-
tion in state legislatures. Within 24 hours of the Amend-
ment's submission to states for ratification, Hawaii's
legislature enthusiastically ratified ERA, After one year
on the field, ERA had won approval in 30 states. Only
eight more state ratifications were needed for the %
majority necessary for inclusion in the United States
Constitution.

SEPARATING JEERS AND CHEERS

However, that was the end of ERA's smooth sailing
through legislative seas. Just five states negotiated
ratification in the next five years. Three states that
ratified within a month (Nebraska, Tennessee and
Idaho} later fought the current that had swept them
downstream and voted to rescind their ratification.

Even though ERA was introduced in ali 15 remaining,
states it was defeated at least once in each legislature.
For example, in lilinois ERA was defeated seven times
from 1972-1978. Each defeat in illinois triggered a rein-
troduction of the resoluticn by proponents.

Although state legislatures can be forced to vote
down ERA each time it is introduced, states who have
once ratified the Amendment apparenily cannot
change their minds. In past decisions regarding rescis-
sion of ratification on constitutional amendments, the
Supreme Court ruled that Congress is the proper forum
for such "‘potitical questions' to be resolved.

President Carter has already sought legal counsel on
the validity of rescissions involving this amendment.
The Department of Justice issued an opinicn, based on
an 1868 Supreme Court decision concerning the 14th
Amendment, that rescission has no effect,

Rescission is not the only thorny problem piaguing
the 37th Amendment. It also became entangled in the
first case of extended deadline for ratification. Even the
controversial 19th Amendment giving women the right
to vote passed all required state legislatures in 15
months, although the petition for wemen's franchise-
ment had been around in America since 1648,

fn fact, most proposed constitutional amendments
were not even iimited with a voting deadline. But some-
how ERA was burdened with a seven-year nemesis.
Super Amendment just couldn’t succeed in such a
short time. So in October, 1978, Congress extended
ERA's deadline for ratification 39 months. The new D-
Day is June 30, 1982. A provision allowing states to
reverse ratifications during this extension was de-
feated.

The entire gaggle of fegislative pitching and balking,
ratifying and rescinding, hindering and extending, has
almost completely obscured the original intent of ERA.
In 1972 the pros and cons were distinct. Decisions
were clear-cut——either you were for women being
egual to men or you abhorred the idea.,

In the the beginning of ratification proponents said
women were treated unfairly by the law, their
husbands, employers and little kids. Opponenis said
American women held the most respected position
ever attained by mankind. {Proponents would have said
“"womankind,”" but that turned out to be oniy a peri-
pheral issue.)

From her ivory tower the ‘true’ Christian/American
woman looked with disdain on equai opportunities to
barter in the meney market with newly created rights of
credit, jobs, promoticn and education. But even the
most defensive of homemakers did like the idea of
equal pay for equal work.

Then both combatants started jumping fromopposite
ends of the seesaw toward the middle with never a care
for keeping a sane baiance and never a fear of leaping
on unreiated issues and tottering off completely.

Proponents decided equal meant equal, and women
should be entitied to all the fun that men had in the
Armed Forces. After all typing at a safe desk stateside
was not nearly as adventurous as fioating on a battle-
ship. Oppenents decided equal meant equal, toe, and
women should never be exposed to the indignity of
sharing a public restroom with a man.

All were shocked, but if one imagined atrocity could
upset an enemy, then surely two would send her
reeling. Now it was rumored that ERA meant physical
education, locker rooms included, must be coed and
lesbian marriages would be tegalized.

Invelved in the battle of topping the other side with
horror stories, participants plotted artillery which could
be seen and feit as well as heard. The pros dressed in
suffragette white; the cons, in stoplight red. The happy
homemaker showered her wavering legislator with
homebaked bread; the liberated woman pressed
daisies on complaisant Congressmen and was in turn
serenaded with the violin.

-
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But are distinctives now allowed in the iaw based on
collective individual distinctives or true gender
characteristics? Certain laws indicate both answers
are correct in specific situations.

“In some ways ERA could
save money ... when the 50
state governments are
eliminated and everything
goes directly to the federal
government.”

There has probably been iittle deliberate discrimina-
tion against women just because they are women with-
out their consent (such as prostitution, pornography
and habitually battered wives). This was not true in the
racial issue.

Over half the people in the world are female; so this
is not a case of minority suppression. Of the other
portion of the population, all but a tiny percentage once
had a close personal relationship with a woman. No
one was born without a mother being involved, and
most people spend the majority of their childhood living
with their mothers. In contrast, some communities had
no racial minorities in the '60’s; they have none now.

Perhaps the only way a woman was ever treated
unequally mentally and emotionally was when she
allowed herself to be. Equality is a state of mind. One
can be the second in line for the throne and still feel like
a failure because he isn't the heir, but another can be
John Doe and feel like a king.

Since it is hard to conceive that women in this
country were oppressed without their own consent,
then laws now labeled oppressive must be examined.
For instance, laws limiting weights lifted and hours
worked for women employees exhibit gender and in-
dividual discrimination.

Many a mother has stayed up aill night with sick
children and taken care of the rest of the family the
next day because daddy had to get his rest. There is no
limit on housework hours unless the wife limits them.
Before a woman applies for a job, she should see if the
job requires she work longer than she personally feels
she can. Laws {imiting working hours for women are
gender discriminatory.

Contrarily laws limiting weight lifted are individual
discriminatory. An Amazon might lift 200 pounds; her
100 pound sister down the block can’t manage to pick
up her 30 pound three-year-old. In order for the job to
be held as equally by an Amazon as a weakling, weight
limits are set. For that weakling to say she is capable of
lifting 200 pounds would be foolish and debilitating.

Equality of individuals cannot be legislated. Even
God did not create everyone equal—except in one
area, that of Mis love given abundantiy to every person.

Soin certain physical ways ail men are different from
all women. That's what makes them men or women.
Therefore, separate restrooms can be construed to be
necessary. Again this is a cultural prohibition, also. If
the majority of people want separate public restrooms,
they should have them since this certainly is not an
issue that hinges on legal equatity.

But other issues do hinge on iegal equality, such as
Social Security benefits, divorce proceedings and
estate taxes. In these instances reality was the basis
for the law; reality must underlie any changes made.

However, reality may not reign if ERA is ratified. Jean
E. Maack, ERA lllinois president and chairperson for
ERA Political Action Committee, stated, ''For large
estates, federal tax laws still discriminate since home-
makers' contributions are given no economic value.”

In her next paragraph she discussed child support
paymenis and divorce. ""ERA ... shouid ensure that
decisions in divorce will be based on individual circum-
stances incfuding the nonmonetary vaiue of home-
makers' contributions, the earning power of both
spouses, current resources and the children's
welfare.”

Thus, if homemakers’ contributions were given
monetary value for estate taxes (inheriting and leaving),
then they will have to be given monetary value for child
support. This means the husband’s share of support
would be lowered. Housewives' contributions are con-
sistently given no value now, and the score is one for
housewives (low or no share of child support) and one
against (high estate taxes).

“The United States Consti-
tution can’t be expected to
compensate for shaky
marriages.”’

If ERA is consistently applied—and consistent appii-
cation is a big argument for passage since the equal
opportunity acts have passed-—then housewives' work
will be assessed to have monetary value. Then the
score would be one for wornen (low estate taxes) and
one against women (equal share of child support).

The score would still be tied, but with one gigantic
difference. Paying taxes from the proceeds of an estate
is possible because the estate has rea/ monetary value.
But paying rent and buying food from housewifely
contributions which have only arbitrarily applied
monetary value wili be a tricky number to perform at
the supermarket check-out.

Will housewives present a voucher signed by a
reliable agent (the ex-husband or said-supportable
children) that she washed three sinks of dishes in 24
hours and is thus entitied to $7.95 worth of bread, milk

and cheese? E
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SAGA (from page 9)

if ERA means housewives will be able to receive
Social Security benefits for their work at home, that
means they will have to pay the same premiums every
working person does. Since the Social Security Ad-
ministration probably won't accept honor vouchers for
hours worked either, the real money will have to come
from the husband's paycheck. And that means at least
another 6.05 percent of their income the family won't
have {0 use now.

Society must be seen as it was and is; it cannot be
covered with a bianket of euphoria. Housewives don’t
earn money for housewiving; husbands share what
they earn while they are alive and want to continue
sharing when they're dead. If a husband doesn't, he's
married to the wrong wife. The Constitution can’t be
expected to compensate for shaky marriages.

SPARING THE CONSTITUTION

This prevalent tendency to insist that the Con-
stitution provide for every contingency necessitates the
most crucial question: Is a Constitutional Amendment
the proper vehicie for improving the legal status of
women?

With ratification of ERA by %'s of the states would
go the responsibility to oversee its implementation. The
second section of the proposed amendment gives Con-
gress the power “'to enforce, by appropriate legislation,
the provision of this article.”

Such legislation would invoive minimal marriage
age, prison regulations, child custody, insurance rates,
welfare, protective labor laws, inheritance, surviver's
benefits, dower rights (portion of deceased husband'’s
real property allowed to widow for her lifetime) and
many other regulations,

The power to handle these laws now is invested in
the state governments. A state fegisiature attempts to
conform its laws io the convictions of the state's
residents and to ignore differing views held by pecple
living in distant states.

Putting the federal bureaucracy in charge is sure to
evolve into a legal shambles practically overnight. In
the two years allotted for the laws to be rewritten to
conform to ERA, everyone, except unknown
bureaucrats intent an reshaping society to their speci-
fications, wiil be thoroughtly displeased.

In some ways ERA could save money, say op-
ponents, when the 50 state governments are eliminated
and everything goes directly to the federal government.
Even if that were true, saving.money and the federal
government are paradoxical. But it is true that the more
iegisiation passed, the more money spent.

Every conceivable needed point of legislated
equality has been passed with the various equal op-
portunity acts. Even the most vigorous proponents
admit ERA wouid be just life insurance for surviving
women's libbers.

Why then does the big push for ratification continue?
Perhaps it's just a matter of pride, of not being wilting to

give in. Or perhaps the fight lingers because ERA
proponents are not satisfied with what has already
been accompiished. Maybe they really do want to
realize all the preternatural points of coniention at-
iributed to their platform.

[t the former is true, Americans can afiord to
patiently wait for June 30, 1982, to arrive. If the latter is
reality, the ratification of ERA is a dangerous terror
furking in the shadows of tegislative hails in 15 states.

But everyone will have to wait and see if fiction
becomes fact. Clues to the authentic intentions of ERA
do exist. To find them requires shifting through myriad
subterfuges, deceptions and falsehoods.

One leading Senator either told bold-faced lies or
was completely ignorant about the current status of
women in the United States and Israeli armies.
Proponents of ERA misguoted the United State Consti-
tution. Opponents stated as fact what was really
conjecture. The National Organization for Women
supports ERA, abortions and the privilege of lesbians to
teach in public schools and have child custody rights.

As with many issues involving non-Christians, the
ERA is tainted with sin and iniquity. If sides had to be
chosen, the decision unfortunately wouid be based on
whether it is better to be aligned with proponents
characterized by lying deceptions or opponents known
for wild, uncouth imaginings?

But there is a more sensible position. Reasonable,
righteous people can turn to God's Word. God gives
avery person, regardless of race or gender the right to
come to Him,

When the relationship with God is correct, human
relationships fall into proper perspective. God says,
“Submit yourselves one ic another,’" and, "“Be of the
same mind one toward ancther.”

A constitutional amendment won’t give a woman
intelligence, abitity or a happy home. Those are gifts
from God. Perhaps that is the clue to those who push
ERA the hardest. They haven't looked to God for the
sofution to their faflures in life.

But the ratification of the Equal Rights Amendment
won't iake away security, love and a happy home
either. Perhaps that is the clue to those who fight ERA
the hardest. They haven’t jooked to Ged for the solution
to their fears in life.

After all the rhetoric and reasoning, interpreting and
pleading, the real need is not for a consititutional
amendment but for God's mending of lives ripped by
distrust and disappointment,

When God mends, inequality ends.

ABOUT THE WRITER: Susan Burgess is a member of Hazel Delf Free
Will Baplist Church, Sesser, Hiinois. She formerly served as CON-
TACT's Editorial Assistant. &
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NEPOTISM (from page 1)

“Take my wife and let her be,
consecrated, Lord, to thee.”

“Qur church isn't growing much
anyway, so why persist in visiting?"

“How about some place of serv-
ice other than the usher board? I'm
asthmatic, you know."'

“i’s certainly not that the Lodge
is more important, but they're
depending on me."

“Witness to sinners? Why? We
can't defeat 'em.”

... adinfinitum . ..

OPEN, SESAME!

Sound familiar, pastor? Music
director? Youth leader? Of course it
does. The words themselves may
vary from excuse to excuse, but the
tenor of it ail adds up to the age-old
cop-out, ''Let George doit.”

You say it's enough to drive a
person to an institution? Well, you're
exactly right.

“Youmean...?"'

That's right. When you can't
seem to motivate others within your
group to “'quit themselves like men”
{or women, whichever the case may
be), and accept and perform pre-
scribed church related roles, then
{i's high time you went to the Institu-
tion—yours, that is. It's better
known as the family, God's first in-
stitution.

DON'T QUAVER—
SHAKE THE QUIVER

While escaping from what canoft-
times amount to somewhat of a car-
nage of disastrous proportions, you
will not only be delivered from your
slough of despend, but at the same
time might just unearth that vast
trove of virtually uniimited resource
and tatent inherent in those of your
own househoid; lying in abeyance,
as it were, to be dutifully discovered,
aptly assimilated and discreetly de-
ployed.

Use that precious wife and those
fine chiidren Ged has so graciously
loaned you, zeroing in especially on
those young tender ones. “'Lo, chit-
dren are an heritage of the Lord: and
the fruit of the womb is his reward.

As arrows are in the hand of a
mighty man; so are children of the
youth. Mappy is the man that hath
his guiver fult of them; they shall not
be ashamed, but they shall speak
with the enemies in the gate.”
(Psalm 127:3-5).

First, however, we need be totally
honest in our *'nepotism’ terminoi-
ogy, which is actually not true nepo-
tism in the strictest sense of the
definition which we have cited at the
ouiset of our proposal. We say hon-
est because of the "‘by reason of
patronage rather than merit"” portion
residing within the framework of the
definition as originally proffered.

Having completed our modifica-
tion then, the express import of our
usage of the term would be that we
simply get down to brass tacks and
begin to utilize in a greater way our
famities for His honor and glory.

CHARGE!

We've said to utitize and deploy
the family. In what manner? In
several ways. You, no doubt, have
on your list utilization in the area of
the music ministry. How about
office help, the bulletin, telephone
calls, getting the announcements
fogether for the upcoming revival
and ensuing holiday season?

Building maintenance seems to
be another area of general lack.
Pitch in with those exuberant, fuii-of-
themselves energy burners. Make
your own list and assign opportuni-
ties from it to your respective new
found co-workers.

JUST LIKE CLOCKWORK

A word of caution. While rejeicing
o'er your new found lode, exercise
special caution not to overdo it
Think of these {imes of general con-
gregational letdown as being
temporary. Your special cognizance
will help you and vyours from
becoming what is often referred o
as another little church within the
church. A pendeium is a mighty
handy thing as long as it maintains
proper balance. So take special pre-
caution not to swing it back too far

the other way.

And when the status quo of the
general body does revive, a tempo
don't let up in promoting and culti-
vating your family. Continue to use
them, as previously stated, dis-
creetly. But use them. Exploit those
talents,

Don't be found as so many have
in the pasi, pastor and layperson
alike, so involved *'in the work of the
Lord™ and entrenched in the sincere
guise of winning and edifying the
world, that their families, saved
though they might have been, con-
tinued to go virtually unncticed and
undeveloped as a result,

Lest the importance of the
potential power and loyalty of our
families leave us anon, we would do
well to remember the story of the
wise father field mouse and his
family who had their comforiable
harvest time home in Farmer
Brown’s hay.

The younger mice came home
one day in a frenzy, teiling Daddy
mouse they would have to move at
once. Farmer Brown's friends were
going to help him cut and rake the
hay. Daddy mouse, undaunted,
merely said, "lt's not time to move,
yet,”

The next day's ili tidings were
similar, but this time it was the
farmer's neighbors who were going
to help gather up the hay. Again,
Daddy mouse’s reply: ""lt's not time
to move yet.”

The third day, the littie mice ap-
proached their father, and this time
the situation had taken on a yet dif-
ferent appearance. Farmer Brown
and his son were going to harvest
hay themselves. To this and without
hesitation, Daddy mouse replied,
"Now is the time we must move."'

Let's get serious about our
“nepotism.”

Why not?

ABOUT THE WRITER: Chuck Snow is a
deacon in Decatur Free Will Baptist Church,

Decatur, Georgia. He is also Georgia's
Masters Men State Senator. &
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By Jake Creech

ast Sunday horrible news
broke in this country and told
® a siory that has startied and
puzzled our nation.
if you have watched TV, listened
to a radio or read a newspaper this
week you are familiar with the name
of Reverend Jim Jones and his
People's Temple headquartered in
San Francisco, California. A com-
mune of 8900 men, women and
children had been established in
Jonestown, Guyana, South America.
There is no word in the human lan-
guage to adequately describe what
took pface in that commune one
week ago.

First reporis indicated that after
United States Congressman Ryan-
California and two newsmen were
kiled in an ambush at the
Jonestown airstrip, approximately
408 men, women and children in-
ciuding the notorious sect leader
died in a mass suicide and murder
ordeal.

Later reports toid us that number
nearly doubled to approximately 775
dead; a later tally revealed over 900
dead. Doctors and nurses who were
members of the commune, at the
direction of their leader, prepared a
poisonous drink to be administered
in this horrible ordeal.

Mothers took syringes and
squirted poison into their babies’
mouths before taking the poison

themselves. Most of the number
died from the drink. Others were
shot to death. Jim Jones then killed
himself with a pistol.

The United States government
will spend millions of dollars investi-
gating this ordeal and transpoerting
bodies of the dead home.

All of this was done in the name of
so-called religion. Goes to show
religion is not enough. One question,
among many others, has loomed in
my mind this week cancerning this
tragedy. Why did these people do
this?

What would cause individuals to
witlingly submit themselves to such
an ordeal, most of them, from

->
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WHY {from page 13}

reports that have been given,
without hesitation? How can you ac-
count for such action on the part of
inteiligent human beings?

| think there are four basic
reasons underlying the Jonestown
slaughter,

DEDICATED TO WRONG PERSON

The members of Peopie’s Temple
were dedicated to the wrong per-
son.

Rev. Jim Jones was no ordinary
person. He was a man of great
charisma (many gifts). He knew how
to sway multitudes. Reportedly in
the beginning he was very loving
and showed unusual compassion
toward the needs of people. His
kindness made his foliowers relate
1o him in a special way.

People like to be loved and made
to feel a part of something. He was a
father to many who needed a father.
He provided a family for those who
had no family. Many reported that
Jones made them feel at home.

However, he was a blind leader of
the blind and as Jesus warned, both
have failen not only into the ditch but
also to their deaths physically and
spirituatly.

It is alright to be dedicated {0 a
person, i that person is the right
person. But when men cnly become
followers of men, and dedicate
themselves to men instead of God,
their dedication will aiways lead
them in the wrong direction.

Jesus calls men to a life of dedi-
cation. Not to another man, but o
Himself. The kind of dedication He
calls for is a life of seif-denial, taking
up a cross and following Him unre-
servedly.

The Psaimist said, “1t is better {0
put confidence in the Lord than to
put confidence in princes' (Psalm
118.8-9),

These people died because they
were dedicated to a man. A man
with a warped sense of values. A
man who led them to their deaths.

DEVOTED TC THE WRONG CAUSE

Not only were they dedicatedto a
person {who was a false Christ) but
they were devoted to the wrong
cause.

The cause was very humanistic
in its inception. Jones was a leader
in the civil rights movement wanting
to wipe out racism and sex discrimi-
nation. His commune was described
ag ageless. He promised a purpose
for fiving. His cause was a good
cause, so he said.

He promised peace of mind and
soul, freedom from responsibitity.
His cause would make better
people, and he taught that his cause
was worth dying for. He had so pro-
grammed his band that they were
devoted to his cause even though it
meant death.

He schooled followers to die or
kill others for the cause. Reporis
verify that at times he told them to
drink a supposediy poisonous potion
which later proved to be harmless.

They say he told them on the day
of their deaths to die with dignity.

| wouldn’t say they died with
dignity. They died the death of fools
like Saul devoted to a cause that
was a farce and sham, a cause that
jedthemto Hell.

David, when he fought and killed
the giant, fought for a cause. He
asked, 'Is there not a cause?"
{| Samuel 17). Instead of David
dying, the giant died. There was a
divine cause.

Make sure you are devoted to the
right cause—Christ and the gospel.

DECEIVED IN COMMITMENT

They were deceived in their com-
mitment at Jonestown.

People who had property and
money gave it to Jones. One couple
who was unwilling to give their
property were to be sent as mission-
aries to Africa but refused, vet lost
all they had.

Others testified "I gave him my
money.” These had committed their
all for a better life but were deceived
in their commitment. They have
been deceived in their commitment
10 death.

Thank God we can know when we
commit ourselves to Jesus Christ,
we will never be deceived.

The Bible warns
deceived.”

Ephesians 4:14 suggests there
are cunning and crafty men who lie
in wait to deceive,

Ephesians 5:8, “Let no man
deceive you with vain words."”

“Be not

Il Corinthians 1%:13, "‘For such
are false aposties, deceitful
workers, transforming themselves
into the apostles of Christ,”’

Il dohn 7, “For many deceivers
are entered into the world.”’

Whenever you follow a deceiver,
you get what a deceiver has to offer.

When we are committed {o Jesus
Christ, we are not deceived. He is
the Truth. We get what He has to
offer.

DEMON POSSESSED iN ACTION

They were demon possessed in
their action.

Only the devil could inspire such
an action. The devi is out to destroy
both body and soul.

Many have died as martyrs to the
cause of Christ but none have died
as murderers for His cause,

Jesus calls us o lay down our
lives for His sake, but He does not
call us to take our own lives or the
lives of others for His cause.

Stephen was martyred; John the
Baptist was beheaded. Paul was im-
prisoned and put to death. James
was killed with the sword. Polycarp
was burned at the stake rather than
deny his faith in Jesus. But their
deaths were different.

They were dedicated to the right
Person. They were devoted to the
right cause. They were not deceived
in their commitment. They were pos-
sessed with love for Ged,

Stephen could in his death see
Jesus at the Father’s right hand.
Paul couid exclaim, “To die is gain.”
Polycarp, as they came to him
saying ''‘Swear, and | will release
thee; reproach Christ,” could an-
swer, “Eighty and six years have !
served him and He never once
wronged me—how then shall | blas-
pheme my King who hath saved
me?"’

ABOUT THE WRITER: Jake Creech is pastor
of Prospect Free Will Baptist Church, Dunn,
North Carolina. Mr. Creech is an advisory

member of the Board of Sunday Schoof and
Church Training. A
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FWBBC BIBLE CONFERENCE
TO HONOR JOENSON

NASHVILLE, TN—Dr. Jim Mercer
and Rev. Jack Stallings will be
featured speakers at Free Will
Baptist Bible College's spring Bible
Conference, March 11-15. The
conference will also provide the
occasion 1o honor Dr, Johnson for
his 34 years as president of the
college.

Dr. Mercer, long-time personai
friend of Dr. Johnson, has been a
popular speaker in past con-
faerences at the college. His wit and
practical preaching have endeared
him to Free Will Baptists. Mercer
travels as a full-time evangelist and

makes his home in Pontiac,
Michigan.
Rev. Stallings, a native of

Missouri, has established a well-
deserved reputation as a capable
pastor and an excellent preacher.
He graduated from FWBBC in 1966
and in 1969 received his M.Div. at
Covenant Theological Seminary. He
has pastored Free Will Baptist
churches in  Tennessee, North
Carolina, Florida and Mississippi.
Stallings now pasters Collinswood
Free Will Baptist Church in Poris-
mouth, Virginia.

A prime feature of the 1979 Bible
Conference will be a program on
Wednesday morning reviewing Dr.
Johnson's ministry at FWBBC.
Alumni also plan to honer the
retiring president at their meeting on
Tuesday.

Free Wil Baptists across the
dencmination are invited to attend
this special 1979 Bible Conference
at Free Will Baptist Bible College.

1978 MINUTES MAILED

NASHVILLE, TN—Minutes of
the 42nd annual session of the
National Association which
met in Kansas City, Missouri,
July 16-20, 1978, were mailed
in December to district clerks.

if national Minutes have not
arrived in your area yet, please
contact your district clerk to
see if distribution was handled
properly. District clerks should
write or call the Executive
Office if 1978 Minutes have not
been received.

HERITAGE TEMPLE DEDICATES $2 MILLION FACILITY

COLUMBUS, OH—More than 2600
filled Heritage Temple Free Will
Baptist Church (formerly Weich
Avenue Church) in Columbus Ccto-
ber 29, 1978, to celebrate comple-
tion of an impressive $2 million
sanctuary.

The new structure houses 33,000
square feet of floor space, Although
appraised at $2 million, Heritage
Temple was constructed at lessthan
nalf that price. Pastor Paul Thomp-
son said the cost was kept low
because members gave thousands
of hours of volunteer {abor.

Heritage Temple is focated on 16
acres on Columbus’ South High
Street, a major city thoroughfare

with easy access to the freeway
system. Because of the building's
unique inner design 90 percent of
the 2600 seats are within 75 feet of
the pulpit.

The opening service focused on
little Rachel Neal, wheeichair-con-
fined granddaughter of Joe and
Lena Skaggs who gave the church
its first two acres at the present
location in 1975,

October's dedication culminated
a six-year vision for Heritage
Temple, The congregation grew
from 50 to over 1000 in their 24
years on Columbus' Welch Avenue
necessitating expansion.
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NINE SAVED DURING
WEST COAST EVANGELISM
CONFERENCE

BAKERSFIELD, CA—The Con-
ference on Evangelism conducted in
First Free Will Baptist Church,
Bakersfield, December 4-6, drew
participants from five states. Nine
peopie knelt at the altar to receive
Christ during conference invitations.
Numercus rededications and con-
secration commitments were made.

More than 600 crowded into the
sanctuary to hear the conference
theme, ‘'Preaching Christ,”
deveioped in nine sermens, three
each by Connie Cariker, pastor of
West Tuisa Free Will Baptist
Church, Tulsa, Oklahoma; Trymon
Messer, associate director, National
Home Missions Department and
Roy Thomas, general director.
Pastors and laymen from California,
Colorado, Idaho, Oregon and
Oklahoma filled the Bakersfield
church to overflowing.

An unusual testimony service was
a conference highlight. At a similar
gathering in 1977 people were
challenged to witness and win souls.
This year {1978} several stoed to
testify of souls they had won. One
pastor wept for joy as he related
leading his father and mother to
Christ and then baptizing them. His
father is 88.

Several pastors told how their
churches had grown since the previ-
ous conference.

The National Home Missions
Department has other conferences
planned for Tulsa, Oklahoma,
February 26-28 and Modesto, Cali-
fornia, March 24-286.

NEW AUOITORIUM OEOICATED
BY ILLINOIS CONGREGATION

JOHNSTON CITY, IL — Members
dedicated a new $200,000 brick audi-
torium December 10, 1978, at First
Free Will Baptist Church, Johnston
City. The 350-seat structure,
although valued at $200,000, was
built at a cost of only $90,000,

Pastor William Mishier says the
$90,000 includes church furniture
and new musical instruments.
Mishler attributed the $110,000
savings to voiunteer labor by men of
the church who did most of the work
at no charge to the congregation.

Because of the church's pay-as-
you-go philosophy, two-thirds of the
building’s total cost was raised
while construction was under way.,
The group owes but $30,000 for the
new edifice which took about one
year to complete.

Rufus Coffey, Executive Secre-
tary of the National Association of
Free Will Baptists, preached the
dedicatory address. Former Pastor
Claude Childers gave the dedicatory
prayer.

Waestern Frae Will Baptist Rest Home, Candier, NC

FIRST CHURCH-SPONSORED
REST HOME DEDICATED

CANDLER, NC—North Carolina's
Blue Ridge Association dedicated
the Western Free Will Baptist Rest
Home, November 25, 1878. The new
$200,000 structure is located at
Candler, 10 miles west of Asheville.
The three and a haif acre site was
given by Rev. and Mrs. Elmer
Keener in memory of Mrs. Keener’s
father, the late Lynn Jason Ward,
former member of Canton Free Will
Baptist Church.

“The purpose of the home,”” says
Rev. James C. Lynn, Sr., "is to pro-
vide proper care for the elderly. Our
aim is to meet their needs mentally,
socially and spiritually as well as
physically."”

The one-level rest home will
house 16 residents in eight rooms
with space for administrative of-
fices, a therapy room, kitchen and
dining areas, lounge and a laundry-
storage room.

Major funds for the project
resulted from the sale of a 370 acre
tract near Burnsville which was
given to the association by Mr. J, Sol
Hensley before his death some
years ago. Gifts from churches,
auxiiiaries, individuals and a
$60,000 bond issue furnished the
balance of the funds.

Future plans call for facility ex-
pansion to accomodate 32 residents
and provide an on-site manager’s
residence,

Herman L. Hersey, director of the
National Board of Retirement,
brought the dedicatory message. He
charged the group to '‘make this
home a place where peopie will
receive something they cannot re-
ceive anywhere else—spiritual help.
If this home is to be just another
place to put people when they are
old,"" he warned, “there is no reascn
for its existence. The state can do
that.”

He concluded by challenging
them "to provide ways for the
residents to minister in the com-
munity, churches and denomina-
tion."”

-
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{continued)

MISSION GIVEN $10,000; PAYS GFF LAND

RICHTON, MS—Culminating a five-
month campaign spurred by Bill
Robinson, Pastor of First Free Will
Baptist Church, Columbus, Missis-
sippi Free Will Baptists presented
Greenwood missionary Steve
Nichois the $10,000 he needed to
pay off a land purchase,

The dramatic move took place at
Mississippi's State Association
meeting November 3-4 at Richion,
Individuais and churches had been

urged to purchase vards of land for
$10 per 132 square yards. Mission-
ary Nichols' home church, Tupeio
Free Will Baptist Church, was the
largest contributor buying up $2,170
in land.

Pastor Bill Robinson championed
the Greenwood project so the mis-
sion would be relieved of their debt
in order to start construction of a
new building this spring. The group
presently meets in a mobile chapel.

L. BHi Robinson, Steve Nichols, Wendell Walley, William Atkinson

172 SWARM CAMPUS FOR ‘WELCOME DAYS’

NASHVILLE, TN—Free Will Baptist
Bible College welcomed 172 high
school students and their sponsors
during campus “Welcome Days,”
November 30-December 2, 1978.
Visitors came from 37 churches in
13 states 10 sample life and studies
at FWBBC.

The response was enthusiastically
faveorabie:;

Alabama pastor: “The choir,
drama, students, teachers, film,
variety program and food were all
great.”

Tennessee junior: "‘Welcome
Days has given me a spiritual
‘high.""’

Missouri senior: “These few days
have made me seriously consider
coming 1o Bible College next year."

West Virginia senior: “‘Everybody
here is so friendly. | know they are
God’s children because vou can
feel the warmth of their love."

Alabama senior: "I have never

been in a place where the people
were so friendly. There are no
strangers here. It's really a very
special place.”

Georgia senior: 'The only reascn
| came toc Welcome Days was
because my mother wanied me
to.... Welcome Days has made
me do a complete about-face."

Campus visitors attended two
classes, enjoyed a special choir/
drama program and were treated to
a variety of special events, in ad-
dition to sampling general campus
life at FWBBC.

The college wiill host a spring
“Welcome Days'’ Aprit 12-14, 1979.
The cost is only $7.50 per visitor.
For more information, or to make
reservations, write;

Welcome Days
Free Will Baptist Bible College
Box 50117
Nashville, Tennessee 37205

900 ATTEND NOVEMBER
CONFERENCE

NEWPORT NEWS, VA—Pastor Don
Pegram and the First Free Will
Baptist Church of Newport News,
Virginia, hosted the fourith annual
Pastor's and Worker's Conference
November 20-22, 1978.

An overflow crowd of 900 at-
tended the Monday evening service
when Dr, Wally Beebe and Dr. Jack
Hyies shared the podium. One
church from Suffolk was represent-
ed en masse with 100.

Dr. Rudy Atwood was the confer-
ence pianist and favored the con-
gregation with mini concerts
throughout as well as conducting a
workshop on church music. Atwood
served as pianist for the Old
Fashioned Revival Hour with Dr.
Charles E, Fuller for 31 years.

Dr. Wally Beebe congucted two
practical workshops dealing with
building a growing church in a rural
community and the Joily Sixties.
Rev. Nate Ange, youth director at
Fairmount Park Free Wiil Baptist
Church, Norfolk, developed a youth
ministry workshop.

Mr. Brian Peters and Mr. Ron
Christ, staff members of the host
church, conducted workshops on
children's ministries and follow-up
respectively. Rev. Gene Parisher,
pastor of Bethel Free Wili Baptist
Church, held a workshop on ¢church
finances.

An innovative program change
occurred the second afternoon as
the Nicky Chavers Academy of Arts
presentec a moving dramatization
of actual history dealing with the
Mavyflower pilgrimage.

Free Will Baptists were repre-
sented in speakers by Rev. Dale
Burden, pastor of Fairmount Park
Church; Rev. Roy Thomas, general
director of the Home Missions De-
partment; and Rev. John Gibbs,
pastor of Wooddale Free Will
Baptist Church in Knoxville, Tennes-
see.

Plans for next year's conclave
include a return to Bethel Free Will
Baptist Church, Kinston, North
Carolina.



By
JACK WILLIAMS

The police department at Concord, CA,
has a new chaplain. He is Bob Thomas,
pastor of Concord FWB Church. One day a
week Thomas rides with officers in the patrol
cars, observes them making community calls
and talks with officers about the Lord.

Four missionary speakers were featured at
the November 6-8 missions conference at
Hilisdale Free Will Baptist Coilege, Moore,
OK. Spearheading the three-day session
were Dock Caton, missionary to Spain; Jerry
Banks, missionary to Japan; Mike
Cousinsau, appointee 1o ivory Coast; and
Lynn Miey, missionary to ivory Coast.

First Oklahoma Assoctation authorized the
mission board to secure a $100,000 loan in
order to build the first unit for Choctaw
Mission Church. Missionary Pastor Jerry
Dudley said the funds wili be expended to
construct a building to seat 150 people with
13 classrooms.

A new publication has appeared from Mt.
Calvary FWB Church, Hookerton, NC. Free
Wilk Baptist Alert was pubtished December
1978. The first edition zeroed in on why
Christian schools in North Carolina have
decided not to give the state competency
tests. Jack Cox, pastor of the church, ediis
the publication.

The Arkansas Game and Fish Commission
were commended by Free Will Baptists in
that state for supplying the fish pond at Camp
Beaverfork near Conway, State officials
reported an abundance of catfish which was
a most enjoyable recreation for young people
at camp this year.

Forty-five rededications in six months has
boosted aitendance at Bethel FWB Church,
Little Rock, AR, from 25 to 70. Pastor Mike
Brooks says that in addition to the spiritual
progress being made the church also in-
stalied a baptistry which is used regulariy,
painted the church and secured new pews.

Trymon Messer, associate director of
Home Missions Depariment, was guest
speaker at First FWB Church, Star City, AR,
for an Qctober 29 Miracle Day. The 272
participants in morning worship gave a
Nationai Home Missions offering of $600.
Gary Thomasg pastors.

Four days this past December members of
Grant Avenue FWB Church, Springtield,
MO, gathered to hear Dr. Joseph Humphrey
in a carefully planned family life seminar.
Host Pastor Millard Sasser confirmed 1hat
Dr. Humphrey was not only a minister but

Currently . . .=

also a professional Christian counselor. The
meeting was conducted December 10-13,

CONTACT welcomes the newsietter of
First FWB Church, Farmington, MO. Jim
McAltister pastors.

Very few church dedications get everyone
involved, but Pastor Connie Cariker and
members of West Tulsa FWB Church, Tulsa,
OK, managed the almost impossible at their
December 17 dedication of the new adult
education buiiding, Every class had its own
dedication during the Sunday school hour,
Every class member participated on the great
occasion,

The Guif Coast Association was formed on
November 10 in Alabama. Two churches,
Sunset FWB Church of Bay Minette and First
FWB Church, Mobile, {ormed the new district
association, Alabama State Moderator Jack
Roilins assisted in the organization. Garry
Winsett was eiected moderator of the Gulf
Coast Association.

The annual teacher training course at
Tupelo FWB Church, Tupelo, MS, was
conducted by Harrold Harrison, assistant
director of Sunday Schooi and Church
Training Board, January 29-February 1.
Pastor Billy Bavan confirmed that the training
session was for Sunday schoot and CTS
teachers but issued a strong appeal to pros-
pective teachers and chiidren's workers 1o
participate,

Now don’t you wish you were a member
of Rock Springs FWB Church, Thebes, IL?
Pastor Loyd Crain surprised the 14 families
of Rock Springs Church this Christmas by
giving each family a gqift subscription to
CONTACT Magazine. You don't have to wait
until Christmas to give CONTACT to a friend.
You might subscribe on some other special
occaston such as a birthday or anniversary or
just because it would be a good thing to do.

They had never dene it that way before at
First FWB Church, Selma, AL, but Pastor
Steve Pryor and members decided to try any-
how. This past December the congregation
invited missionary Lynn Miley and Foreign
Mission Director of Deputation Henry Van
Kluyve to share in the first annuat missionary
conference. Several parents and youth
committed themselves for prayer support of
missions. Miley received $145 per month in
faith promises, A cash offering to missions in
excess of $1400 cuiminated the mid-
December session.

Rome Missionary Jim Summersen
reported doubie blessings recenily. The
Northern {llinois Ouarterly Conference puz-
chased $10,000 of the church bonds sold by

Faith FWB Church in Milan. Later the Faith
Church conducted its first missionary conter-
ence with aimost $300 in faith promise giving.

Larry Wilson heads up the bus ministry at
North Modesto FWB Church, Modesto, CA.
Like most bus ministries the immense work is
thankless at times, But on a recent Sunday
Brother Wilson felt a touch of accomplish-
ment when 22 parents of bus children came
1o the morning worship service. Ronn
Jackson pasiors.

Christian Cable Television, channel &, in
Columbus, Ohio, now carries a special youth
television program originating in Williams
Road FWB Church. Pastor James Blair
reports the 30-minute Saturday afternoon
program airs from 2:30 until 3:00 p.m.

A youth group of First FWB Church, Tulsa,
OK, has launched a community wide cam-
paign to collect 4400 books of S&H Green
Stamps in order to acguire a 17-passenger
van for Hillsdale Free Will Baptist College,
Moore, OK, Bili Campbetl is chairman of the
drive. Target date to reach their goal is
Easter. Don Jones pastors.

Cecember 14 marked another milestone
for the Department of Retirement and In-
surance in Nashville, TN. Direcior Herman
Hersey reported enroliing the 500th and
501st persons in the denomination’s retire-
ment program. Mr. Hersey said the enroll-
ment was small but significant in the depart-
ment’s growing area of service to Free Wil
Baptists.

Did you know that the Oklahoma outlaw,
Pretty Boy Floyd, was reached for Christ by
Sister Nelile Metcalf, pastor of the Free Will
Baptist Church in Seminole, OK? Someone
sent a clipping from a Seminoie newspaper
to Rev. John West, Free Will Baptist Pastor-
at-Large in Tuisa, carrying the story. Brother
West printed il in his December issue of
Optimism.

And speaking of outlaws, one or more
burglarized the Sand Springs FWB Church,
Sand Springs, OK. Pastor Lonnie Hall said
that property valued at $1000 was stolen.

There’s a story of this preacher who took a
trip to the holy iand last fall. When he
returned to his church there was a new car
with license plates installed and taxes paid
waiting for him. The church was Westside
FWB Church in Sapulpa, OK. The preacher
with the keys to the new car is MliHard
McGuire.

Twice a year Cofer's Chapel FWB Church,
Nashvifle, TN, awards a $250 scholasship o
a worthy college student in honor of Rev. and

-
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" dends monthly classes on ethics,

(Continued from page 29)

Mrs. John L. Welch. The last honoree, Mr.
Tim Hutchlnson, after receiving the award
said, “When [ came to church last Sunday |
had decided that { could not afford to attend
Bible Cellege during the spring semester. |
would work full time and try to earn enough to
go the next semester. Then you surprised me
with your $250 Welch Schofarship. With it |
can attend this spring.” Hutchinson is a
Senior at Free Wil Baptist Bible Coliege.
Gene Waddelf pastors.

One of the newest ministries at Trinity
FWB Church, Greenville, NC, is the library
media center in the auditorium building.
Librarian Nelda Highsmith and assistant
Vicki House are busy cataioging books,
supplies and equipment, Pastor Van Date
Hudson recounted that most members of
Trinity were availing themselves of the helpful
resource center,

CONTACT welcomes Ploneer Pointars,
publication of Pioneer FWB Church, Ash
Fiat, AR. Terry Forrest publishes the
newsletter; Johnny Hale pastors the chusch.
ideal Printing Company of Ashland City, TN,
prints the brochures free.

A word to any Free Will Baptist parents
whose sons may be entering the armed
forces at Fort Campbell, KY. 1t was recently
learned that every soldier entering Fort
Campbell meets with the chapiain and at-
faith,
marriage and child rearing in a program
begun by the post commander Army Major
General Wickham, Since the program began
the AWOL rate has dropped 75 percent and
the reinlistiment rate is the highest in the
country.

John L. Smith, a nationally known op-
ponent of Mormonism, spoke December
8-10 at First FWB Church, Monett, MO,
Smith served as a missionary for 20 years in
Utah. He has delivered more than 4500
messages in  colleges, churches and
serinaries in 40 states about the menace of
Mormonism, James Davis pastors.

When it was time 1o call the new pastor,
members of Mt. Olive FWB Church, Lane-
ville, TX, decided it was time to spruce up the
parsonage to welcome Pastor A. F. Ferguson
and his wife. The people gave the parsonage
a shiny new paint job inside and out, laid new
carpet throughaut the entire house and then
bought the pastor's wife a new stove to cook
on,

An intriguing sermon was preached at
Butterfield FWB Church, Aurora, 1L, in
November by Jerry Ballard, executive
director of World Rellef Commission. His
sermon had the sticky title “The Uneasy Con-

science of Rich Christians in a World of
Hunger."”

1t was a strange development in Virginia's
Tidewater area when for nearly 48 hours after
a November election the public was toid that
the Sunday closing taws were defeated in
Virginia Beach, Newspapers were filled with
boasts of how businesses were going to be
open Sundays in Virginia Beach and even-
tuaily force the opening of stores in adjoining
municipalities. One day later a colossal error
in vote counting was reported. The Sunday
closing laws were still valid. Pastor Dale

Burden and members of Fairmount Park-

FWB Church were in the vanguard opposing
the defeat of Sunday closing laws.

We hear that members of Hazel Dell FWR
Church, Sesser, iL, are trying desperately to
lose weight. [t appears that their penny-a-
pound march sponsored in November by the
woman's auxiliary proposed that every
member of the church give a penny a pound
to National Home Missions as a gifi. David
Burgess pastors the weight conscious
congregation,

Radio-pasior-ai-large Railph Staten of
Knoxvilte, TN, speaks each Saturday mor-
ning on station WKVQ. His 156 minute
program is called Free Will Baptist Moments
of Meditation, Staten aiso prints a monthly
publication, the Congregational Crusader.

Members representing three generations
of the Proctor family were saved at First FWB
Church, Dickson, TN, last October, In a two-
week span Pastor Davld Hicks led 47-year-old
Edna Proctor to the Lord, then Mrs, Proctor's
26-year-old daughter Kathy. Next came 48-
year-oid Walter Proctor (Kathy's father).
Finally Grandma Fronle Proctor {71} became
a Christian,

Roy Thomas, director of Home Missions
and Church Extension, has published a
booklet on home missions describing the
what, where, why, who and how of missions.
The 15-page booklet may be obtained by
writing the Home Missions Department.

A new Free Will Baptist Church was
organized in Bakerton, WV. The new church
called Frank Nick as pastor. C. Reed MuHins,
Maryland State Association Promotional-
Secretary, and Lester Horton, pasior of
Falrwood FWB Church, Falrfax Station, VA,
met with the 18 charter members o assist in
the organizational meeting.

How would you like to be challenged to pay
the cperating cost for one day at Fres Will
Baptist Blble College? That's exactly what
Director of Public Relations Paul Ketteman
did in his December newstetter to college
supporters. Ketteman said it cost $1164 per
day to operate the schooi. A layman togk him
up on the idea a year ago, liked it so well that
he tried it again this year even though the
operating cost had gone up.

The 10th annual Free Will Baptist
Ministers Conference in Michigan was
conducied February 6~9 at Pine Hills Camp,
Brighton, ML Cirector of Home Missions Roy
Thomas was guest speaker during the four
day session.

They're growing a number of young
busingssmen at First FWB Church, Mur-
freesboro, TN. Under the direction of Larry
White the children's church completed a
fund raising project and presented $50 fo the
church for bus repair and expenses. Buri
Brewer pastors.

Children have begun adopting children at
Lawnwood FWB Church, Tulsa, OK. Pastor
J. C. Morgan smilingly reports that the
nursery, beginner, primary and junior depart-
ments of his Sunday school have each
adopted a child from the Free Wili Baptist
Chiidren’s Home in Greeneville, TN. It's a
noble idea; we hope it catches on in other
churches.

The winter should be warmer at Carroll
FWB Church, Twin Mountain, NH, thanks to
the generosity of Victory FWB Church,
Goldshoro, NC. This past Thanksgiving the
Goldsboro Church gave a $500 offering to
help pay for insuiation of the New Hampshire
structure. George Lee pastors the generous
congregation.

Guy Owens, North Carolina Minister-at-
Large, looked like a left over Christmas tree
when he said goodbye to the congregation of
Bethiehem FWB Church, Kannapolis, NC.
Pastor Bill Newsome invited Owens io their
city for revival which resulted in 12 decisions.
Following the revival, members of the church
showered Brother Owens with an array of
gifts from Cannon Mills.

Wow! Did they ever have a testimony
meeting at First FWB Church, Russeiville,
AR! It was Monday before Thanksgiving when
Pastor Fred Warner invited the fiock together
for their annual Thanksgiving supper. One
hundred fifly were present for the meal, 130
stayed for the testimony time and verbally
praised the Lord until 10 p.m. Those who are
wondering what happened to old time
testimony meetings should check with
Brother Warner.

Central FWB Church, Huntlngton, WV,
boosted the building fund treasury on
November 28 with a $6,072 offering. Carl
Vallance pastors.

The Commission on Theologlcal
Liberalism now has 10 publications for sale
including its latest offering, ““Inerrancy’’ by
Leroy Forlines. Those wishing to secure
copies of Commission publications should
write Leroy Forlines, P.O. Box 50117,
Nashvitle, TN 37205.

Thanks to eight teenagers who rocked 10
hours on November 17, the Free Will Baptist
Home for Chlidren in Greenevile, TN,
received $500. The ieens were members of
Mt. Zlon FWB Church, Joelton, TN. Pastor
Rodney Balley, his family and other adults
servad refreshments and heiped keep the
feen rockers awake during their 8 p.m.-6
a.m. marathon. &
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COOPERATIVE PLAN OF SUPPORT
November, 1978
RECEIFPTS:
State Nov,'78 Nov.'77 Yr. to date
Co-op Design.

Alabama $ 2650 % .. $ ... $§ 1,814.13
Arizona C. . . 1,174.73
Arkansas 3,613.64 - 3,391.54 28,995 .55
Calfornia 691.99 {691.99) 869.83 9,213.71
Florida 299.78 {283.12) 192.83 3,900.16
Georgia 748.61 (192.00) 115.00 4,113.60
Hawaii F . 100.00 200.00
Idaho L S 252.55 260.97
[ftincis 1,295.64 e 1,324.90 14,542 56
Indiana 50.00 L o 200.00
lowa 505.80 . . 2,794.32
Kansas 185,07 . A 1,610.11
Maryland 179.26 C. 130.00 930.99
Michigan 717.40 A . 2,451.99
Mississippi 128.32 o 104.26 1,099.33
Missouri 4,799.33  (4,799.33) 5,054.70 55,225.32
New Mexico C - . 90.28
North Carolina 403.19 (79.00) 174.00 2,550.93
Northwest Assoc. 267.19 - A 656.05
Chio L RN 851.59 8,220.42
Cklahoma R S 6,843.15 57,681.86
Tennessee 1,478.09 . 699 .32 11,558.21
Texas 176.61 A L 2,444 .38
Virginia 86.15 A 27.65 456.39
Virgin Islands 187.00 . 125.00 1,577.40
West Virginia C e 15.80 199.01
Interest C - . 398.69
Totals $ 15,839.57 $ 20,276.12 $ 214,361.09
DISBURSEMENTS:
Executive Office $ 5,48‘0.37 $(1,195.27) $ 506387 % 69728135
Foreign Missions 3,160.45 {1,750.20) 5,154.22 48,695.72
Bible College 2,602.98 (1,230.75) 3,345.74 31,697.05
Home Missions 2,010.97 (992.24) 2.884.63 28,288 .66
Church Training Serv. 1,212.09 (385.71) 1,719.73 16,554.97
Retirement and Ins. 1,012.18 (351.11} 1,439.59 13,136.73
Layman's Board 276.48 (83.66) 545,72 4,847 .62
Commission on Theo-

logical Liberalism 84.05 {56.50) 132.62 i,311.99
Other Ministries .. ... R 100.00
Totals $ 15,839.57 $ 20,276.12 $ 214,361.09
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PART VI

By Leroy Forlines

Christian liberty seeks to avoid
both legalism and license. License
opens the way for sinning. Legalism
seeks to express every ethical
decision in the form of a law.

Christian liberty does not deny all
use of law in the expression of Chris-
tian ethics. The New Testament
repeats all of the Ten Command-
ments except the Sabbath com-
mandmeni. Also, passages such as
Romans 1:29-31, | Corinthians &:9-
10, Gaiatians 5:19-21 and Ephesians
5:3-5 contain moral teachings that
have the force of law.

However, the New Testament
does not attempt to spell out all
Christian responsibility in the form
of a law. Christian liberty functions
in that area of Christian responsi-
bility that is not spelled out in terms
of a direct command or prohibition
in the New Testament.

Legalism has taken two basic
approaches. One approach is what |
cali "long list"” legalism. The other
approach is what | cail '"short list”
fegalism.

“Long list"' legalism takes the
principles taught in the New Testa-
ment and seeks to make jaws that
cover ali ethical situations net dealt
with in the New Testament. A very
serious-minded Christian with a very
sensitive conscience can easily
become a victim of “long list”
legalism.

For scme, they basically impose
their legalism on themselves.
Others impose their legalism not
only on themselves, but seek to
impose it upon others aiso.

The Pharisees of Jesus' time
were ''long list" tegalists. They
worked on the assumption that the
whole of life was to be lived in sub-
mission to God, and that this divine
responsibility could be expressed in
laws. They took the idea of law far
beyond what was stated in the
Mosaic Law.

In what is referred to as the tradi-
tion of the elders in Matthew 15:2
and Mark 7:5, the Pharisees had
developed a detailed set of laws to

On The
High Wire
With
“Long List"”

Legalism

CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE

govern every phase of life, Jesus
was very opposed to the legalism of
the Pharisees {See Maithew 23:1-
36).

The conflict between Jesus and
the Pharisees did not center around
the Mosaic Law as such, but around
additions to Mosaic Law that the
Pharisees had developed in the
tradition of the elders (frequently
called oral tradition or orat law).

There has never been a group of
people in the history of the world
that has come close to taking
legalism as far as the Pharisees did.
We do have to resist tendencies

toward fegalism in our day, but very
few, if any, are involved in a legalism
that would come anywhere near to
the legalism of the Pharisees.

The f{allacies of *long list”
legalism are many. Since every
ethical decision is expressed in the
form of a law, the only guestion
asked is: Is it right or is it wrong?
This makes all ethical decisicns a
matter of conscience. The way is
open for mechanical obedience.
Genuine heart motivation is stifled.

The relationship between the per-
son and God, and the person and
others becomes more like a relation-
ship to a code than a personal rela-
tionship. (For a more complete dis-
cussion of the fallacies of this type
of iegalism see Biblical Ethics by
Leroy Forlines, pp. 122-125.)

“Short list” legalism is seldom
recognized as legalism. What many
people call Christian liberty is '‘short
list" legalism rather than Christian
liberty. “Short list” legalism limits
ethical ceoncern 1o that which is
dealt with directly in the New Testa-
ment by a command or prohibition.

By limiting concern to that which
is specifically commanded or pro-
hibited in the New Testament, i
limits all ethical concern to that
which is mentioned in terms of law
in the New Testament. Since it limits
its concern {0 iaw, it is legalism. |
call it “'short list’” legalism because
it ends up with a much shorter list of
laws than the legalism referred to
above.

“Short list’" legalism is grossly in-
adeguate. Many situations that we
face today did not exist at the fime
of the New Testament. To limit
ethical concern to things specificaily
mentioned in the New Testament is
o open the way for license in many
areas where Christians should have
strong ethical concern.

The Christian must not restrict his
concern o that which has the form
of law in the New Testament. He
must discover Christian values and
principles from the New Testament
and apply them to the various situa-
tions he faces. The next article will
elaborate on how this can be done
and how we can avoid both legalism
andlicense. &
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CHRISTIAN DAY SCHOOL LEADER
WARNS AGAINST EXTRACURRICULAR
ACTIVITIES

MINNEAPQLIS, MN (EP)—Christian schoois
are failing because they copy the “godiess’’
public schools' emphasis on extracurricular
activilies and don’t concentrate on
academics, the administrator of a Christian
school charged here.

Ralph Mawdsley, superintendent of the
Fourth Baptist Christian Day School for 10 of
its 12 years, told a conference of Baptist
pastors and workers at the school that
parents and teachers are increasingly em-
phasizing that sports, drama, music and
leisure time activities are more important to
students that studying the Bible, English and
the arts.

Mr. Mawdsley, whose school has 565
students in kindergarten through 12th grade,
said, "It is the problem of activity-centered
education that is destroying the public educa-
tion system we believe is wrong, We staried
day schools because the Word of God hasnot
been taught in public schools and there are
serious academic deficiencies in the public
systemn,"’

‘POT’ SAID T0 CAUSE MORE HARM
THAN CIGARETTES OR ALCOHOL

CAKLAND, CA (EP}—Two researchers study-
ing the effects of marijuana said prolonged
use causes more physical harm than
cirgarettes or alcohol. Marjjuana can lead to
emphysema and bronchitis, and cause
damage to the brain, lung, liver, reproductive
system and chromosomes, according {o Dr.
David Harvey FPowelson, a psychiairist and
former professor at the University of Cali
fornia at Berkeley, and Dr. Ethel Sassenrath
of the University of California at Davis.

Dr. Powelson, who has observedmarijuana
smoking students since 1964, noted that they
graduaily lost their ability to think, He ob-
served that in some cases, studenis were not
even able to understand ‘“something as
simple as a proverb like ‘Don't count your
chickens before they are hatched.'”

Another Il is that, unlike alcohol which is
flushed out of the body in a day, THC, the
drug in marijuana, is trapped in the system
for four to six weeks, Dr. Powelson explained.
Thus there is an accumulating effect among
frequent pot-smokers, he remarked. '‘So
people who use marijuana even socially are
stoned ail the time although they are not
aware of it."'

According to the psychiatrist, ‘Marijuana
aiso ages you about twenty times as fast as
aicohol,”




PEOPLE’'S TEMPLE EXPERIENCE MAY
LEAD DISCIPLES TO PROVIDE FOR
EXPULSIONS

INDIANAPOLIS (EP)—Following revelation
that cuit leader Jim Jones was a Christian
Church (Discipies of Christ) minister, the
head of that denomination said it will consider
initiating a procedure for removal of errant
congregations from fellowship.

in a pampiet distributed to outsiders, Mr.
Jones wrote that his “'People's Temple is an
extensive ministry based on the practicat
teachings of Jesus as literally set forth in
Matthew 25, in which He admonishes us to
feed the hungry, shelter the homeless and
minister to the sick and imprisoned.”

Mr. Jones stressed in the pamphiet that he
was ‘‘an officiaily ordained minister of the
1.4-miltion-member Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) denomination.”” The
Church’'s 1878 Yearbook and Directory lists
Mr. Jones as an ordained minister “'with
recognized standing,” connected with the
People's Tempie Christian Church, Regional
officials of the denomination in California said
a review was made when local authorities
began investigating Mr. Jones’ movement
tast year, but no action was taken.

According to the Rev. Kenneth L. Teegar-
den, genesal minister and president of the
denomination headguartered here, the Chris-
tian Church “'prides itself on its openness o
congregations as well as individuals™ and
does not now have a procedure for removing
a congregation fromits rolls.

“Under our church policy,” he said in a
prepared statement, “it is neither possibie
nor has it been desirable to conduct investt-
gations of the activilies or ministries of local
congregations, We have stood firmly for a
variety of styles and approaches o Christian
missions and ministries. However, because
of the awesome tragedy, we will initiate at the
eartliest possibie moment a proposal to deter-
mine whether this denomination which has
prided itself on an openness 1o congregations
as well as individuals wants to develop a
procedure, which it does not now have, for
remaoving congregations from fellowship.

5 TEENS DIE IN ACCIDENT
FOLLOWING PRAYER MEETING

UPPER SADDLE RIVER, NJ (EP)—Five teen-
agers driving home from a prayer meeting
were killed here when their Volkswagen van
crashed head-on with another van, Two
brothers in the Econoline van also were
killed.

Plice Chiet Andrew J. Otens said the driver
of the Econoline was driving at a high rate of
speed in a hilly 40 mph zone, had just passed
a car in a two-ane highway, and was still in
the tane of oncoming traffic when it struck
the Volkswagen—which had just come over
the crest of the hill.

The five teenages were returning from a
youth prayer meeting at Pasack Bible Church
in nearby Hillsdale.

CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS' APPEAL ON TAX
REJECTED IN NORTH CAROLINA

RALEIGH, NC (EP)y—Superior Court Judge A,
Pilston Godwin, Jr., has rejected an appeal by
83 Christian schools for an injuction which
would bar North Carolina from assessing un-
employment taxes against them t{o cover
teachers and other employees,

Judge Godwin said the schools had failed
to exhaust other available “‘remedies’” before
asking for an injunction. He held that the
schools could have appealed the fax issue to
the North Caroiina Employment Security
Commission before seeking court action.

The injunction would have prevented the
state from collecting the taxes pending final
disposition of a suit filed recently by the
schools challenging the constitutionality of
such action.

Howard G. Doyle, chief legal counsel for
the North Carolina Employment Security
Commission, said after Judge Godwin’s ruling
{hat the state has no plans {o prosecute the
Christian school {eaders for refusing to pay
the taxes. He said no further action would be
taken while the issue is being resolved in the
courts and in administrative hearings,
because “what we are trying to do is 1o be
fair to everybody.”

RUSSIA PERMITS IMPORTATION
OF BIBLES BY BAPTISTS

LONDON (EP)—Soviet authorities have given
permission for the importation of 25,000
Russian Bibies—the largest shipment of
Bibles to the USSR in history-—according to a
United Bible Societies announcement here.

The import permit was granted to the All-
Union Councit of Evangelicat Christian-
Baptists in the Soviet Union. |t is asking the
European Region of the United Bible
Societies, which embraces more than 50
nationai Bible societies throughout 1he world,
to supply the Bibles, as well as 2,000 Russian
concordances.

Russian Baptists have taken delivery of
about 10,000 Bibles printed by the Crthodox
Press in Moscow during the last few years.,
But demand for Scripture considerably ex-
ceeded supply and 50 the application for the
import permit was made.

"Ever since the 19th century there has
never been such a large import of Bibles into
Russia at any one time,” said Dr. Cle Van
Luyn, regional secretary for Europe for the
UBS. “'The last major consignment of Bibles
sent into the Soviet Union was in 1947 when
10,000 were allowed in.”’
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BANK REFUSES TO PAY ‘CALL-IN’
PLEDGES T0 THE PTL NETWORK

CHARLOTTE, NC (EP)—The North Carclina
National Bank has stopped paying the PTL
television network for telephoned pledges
charged to caller's credit cards without
signed authorization, and the financially-
troubled network has taken its money out of
the bank and placed it in another. It refused
to say how much money is involved in the
account.

PTL officials said they signed an October
24 contract with the bank cn the pledges,
under which it would take the plegges to the
bank and receive cash for them. Shouid a
caller renege on a called-in piedge, the
network was obligated to refund the money to
the bank.

A PTL spokesman said North Carolina
National honored the agreement for only two
weeks; angd that during the first week $6,000
of the $70,000 charged pledges were not
accepted and were repaid by the network.

Mr. Bakker said NCNB officials "'feel if we
went under, there'd be nobody ¢ come back
on. They just don’t understand the stability of
contributions. They're just more of a business
bank and don't understand the financial
nature of an arganization this size.”” He again
expressed confidence that the network's
debts estimated at $6 mitlion or more, would
be wiped out completely by January.

Meanwhile a Floyd County, Kentucky,
couple has been identified as those who
recently bought a $185,000 home in an
exciusive residential section of Charlotte in
which Mr. Bakker and his family will live rent-
free. Harry and Judy Ranier, who operate
coal, real restate ang stock care businesses,
are the benefactors Mr. Bakker had refused
to igentify. Mr. Bakker, in announcing
acquisition of the house, said he and his wite
wouid Hve in it rent-free but would not accept
titie to it. They already own a $79,000 home
at Lake Wylie, another fashionabie area
south of Chariotte.

"They're extremely weaithy people,”” Mr.
Bakker said, “They like to help ministers.”

JUDGE RULES BIG BROTHER AGENCY
MAY INFORM MOTHER WHEN ESCORT
1S 'GAY’

MINNEAPCLIS, MN (EF)—Men seeking to be
“big brothers may be asked whether they
are homosexual, and if the answer is ''yes,"”
mothers of ‘ittle brothers' may then be
informed a judge here has ruled.

Hennepin County Judge Robert Schu-
macher overruled a hearing examiner in the
case.

The examiner had ordered Big Brothers,
Inc., not to make such inguiries unless they
asked alt applicants their sexual preference
and passed the answers on to mothers of
prospective "'little brothers™ in ali cases.

-
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RELIGIOUS NEWS (From page 29)

HIGH SCHOOLS' QUTSTANDING
STUDENTS SUPPORT RELIGION,
MORAL VALUES

NORTHBROOK, iL {EP)—The nation’s oul-
standing teenagers "are keen on religion and
maintain traditional moral values,”” according
to results of the Ninth National Opinion Sur-
vey of Who's Who Among American High
School Students.

The survey showed that 92 percent of
student ieaders believe there is a personal
God or “'vital force” in the world, 90 percent
said religion plays a significant role in their
own moral standards and actions, 81 percent
belong fo an crganized religion, and 62 per-
cent attend services weekly,

Of the 318,000 "high achievers” featured
in the 1978 edition of Who's Who, 50,000
students whose biographies were received
by July 1, 1978, were sent survey forms and
some 21,500 refurned the guestionnaires.
These 21,500 responses formed the base of
the Ninth National Opinion Survey,

MS. 0’HAIR, ATHEIST CENTER
HELD GUILTY OF SLANDER

AUSTIN, TX {EP)—Madalyn Murray O'Hair
and her American Atheist Center here have
been ordered to pay $80,000 in damages to a
former employee of the center—Susan Lee
Strobel—who charges Ms. O'Hair slandered
her by calling her a thief on Oct. 25, 1977, in
the presence of reporters.

Kenneth Bassford, foreman of the state
district court jury, said 10 members of the 12-
member jury had agreed Mrs, Strobei should
receive $60,000 in exemplary damages and
$20,000 in actual damages.

Ms. O'Hair, who said she would appeal the
decision, said, “This is exactly what | woulid
expect from a jury of malice-filledChristians."”
Austin  pofice, investigating Ms. O’Hair's
charge that Mrs. Strobel stole program tape
from the Athelist Center, said their investiga-
tion proved the accusations to be “‘un-
founded.”

NEW BIBLE VERSION BEST SELLER,
WILL INCREASE FIRM’S PROFITS

NEW YORK (EFY—Not only is the publication
of the New internationai Version of the Bible
news in religious circles, it is a welcome note
in the field where they spell prophet with an
F

The Wall Street Journal reports that Zon-
dervan Corporation's exciusive 30-year con-
fract to publish the version is a '‘blessed"
event. The first press run of 1,200,000 copies
was sold out before the book went on sale
October 27.

According 1o the business daily, "'Zonder-
van raised its earnings prediction 10 cents a
share, o $1.85, and its sales prediction $3
milion, to $41 million, for the year, In 1977,
the concern earned $1.5 miilion, or $1.41 a
share on sales of $32.7 million."”

SEMINARIAN’'S WIFE DOUBLES
AS POLICE WOMAN

LOUISVILLE, KY (EP)—Neighbors of a
Southern Baptist Theologicai Seminary
student probably got pretty curious when his
wife left the apartment with different men at
all times of the night.

But when police closed the loop around a
huge fencing operation, much of the credit
for recovery of $2.5 miltion in stolen mer-
chandise and the indictment of 119
suspecled criminals could go to Sherry
Pegram.

Mrs. Pegram, wife of Wilson Pegram, a
religious education student at the seminary,
posed as the girlfriend of an undercover
buyer of stolen geoods, or “fence,” while
working for the Jefferson County Police
Department. She and the agent bought sfolen
items and narcotics in a Louisville apartment
while the transactions were recorded
secretly on videotape.

In July, whife the undercover agent was on
vacation, Mrs. Pegram alone purchased
more than 50 vehicles, including a truck
carrying seven 1978 Cadillacs valued at more
than $150,000. She bought the cars for
$6,000.

After the police closed down the fencing
operation, Mrs. Pegram admitied that she
had “surprised herseli'’ by remaining so caim
throughout the undercover work. “But,” she
explained, ‘'you can’'t be scared a$ a time like
that. The criminals can teil.”

When her husband graduates from
seminary, Mrs. Pegram said that she might
like to become a police officer. But she said,
“I'm committed to Wilson's ministry and
don’t want to make such a permanent
decision."”’

TIME FOR CHURGH TO PAY TAXES,
SAYS SOUTHERN BAPTIST PASTOR

RALEIGH, NC (EP}—Hoiging that the time
has come for churches to begin paying taxes,
the Rev. W. W. Finlator, pastor of the Pullen
Memorial Baptist Church here, has asked the
Baptist State Convention of North Carolina to
reconsider the tax-exempt status of its own
properiies.

With taxpayers all over the country
growing more resentful over rising property
taxes, particularly since passage of Cali-
fornia’s Proposition 13, he said tax-cutting
moves will sweep the nation and result in
more attention being directed to tax-exempt
property owned by churches and organiza-
tions.

"“Therefore,” Mr. Fintator said, “'it is propi-
tious for churches and denominations to
raise serious questions about their own tax-
exempl property’” before the public begins
raising such guestions on its own.

Tax-exempt status on church-property
places Baptists in particuiar, in a contradic-
tary position in view of their historical con-
cern for separation of church and state, he
said. A

By
L. C. Johnson, President
Free Will Baptist Bible College

Our spirit of denominational hope-
fulness in the 1930's had to be
translated into a program that would
lead to establishment of an educa-
tional program to produce ieader-
ship for our churches.

God gave us certain men (and 1}
witl only name a few to iliustrate)
who were so dedicated to the cause
of Christian education they were
willing to make tremendous sacri-
fices for its realization: J. R.
Davidson of Georgia, James F.
Miller of Missouri, Melvin Bingham
of Oklahoma, George Dunbar and J.
L. Weich of Tennessee and L. R.
Ennis of North Carolina.

There were others, but these men
in particular worked many years
creating interest in an educational
institution and also developing
among cur constituency a belief that
we could have such an institution.

PORTABLE BIBLE INSTITUTES

Brother L. BR. Ennis led in a move-
ment {o establish portable Bible
institutes. These were conducted
across our denomination and

capitalized on the spirit of hopeful-




Over My Shoulder

Road to the Beginning

ness brought about by the organiza-
tion of the National Association in
1935, These institutes were two
weeks in length but created a spirft
of enthusiasm that would eventually
lead to a formalized educational
program.

There were very few men among
us who had any kind of proper
educational degrees to head such
an institution. Various ones who had
degrees were called upon to teach
in the institutes.

| learned many vyears later that
Brother Ennis used these young
men, with whatever degree of train-
ing they had, with the purpose in
mind of looking them over to deter-
mine which of them might be a good
prospect to head an established,
formalized educational program. |
happened tc be one of the young
men Brother Ennis used.

Little did | realize when invited 1o
Tuisa, Oklahoma, for a two-week
institute that at the end of the
session, Brother Ennis would ex-
press to me that he thought | should
be the one to head the establish-
ment of an institution in Nashvilie,
Tennessee.

| was literally shocked at the idea
and as far as | can recall, totally dis-
missed it from my mind as being
preposterous. | had never thought in
terms of any kind of educational

PART 11

career, My college training had not
been in preparation for such a task.

COLUMBUS VOTE

Out of these institutes the spirit
had now grown to a point our elder
statesmen feit the time had come to
recommend to the National Associa-
tion that such a schooi be estab-
lished. This occurred in July, 1942 at
Columbus, Mississippi.

These men of God who had
served on the Board of Christian
Education and worked since the
formation of the National Associa-
tion to begin a school were over-
whelmed with emotion when the
National Association approved their
recommendation to establish Free
Witl Baptist Bible College.

| shail never forget these brethren
calling me—a young man 28 years
old—into a room and telling me they
were convinced that | should head
the movement. Even though 1 had no
convictions of my own that | should
undertake such a task—for | had not
even considered it as a part of my
life’s pltan—I felt | could not ques-
tion the judgment of these godly
men, even though | could not under-
stand how they could come to this
conclusion.

Thus | accepted the responsibil-
ity, but could only assume my duties
in September due to other commit-

ments. The first day of September,
1942, | drove up in front of 3609
Richland Avenue, to the one building
and to the 200 X 200 foot lot which
constituted our campus at that time,
to assume my duties.

[ walked into an empty building
with no desks, no books and little
knowledge about how a school §
should be operated.

Brother L. R. Ennis had handied §
all correspondence with prospective |
students, and 1 knew little of what to §
expect in the way of enroliment. So &
in the early part of September, 1942, §
eight or nine students (we have J
never known exactly which) ap- }
peared on campus and constituted §
our original first semester student g
body. :
Miss Laura Belle Barnard, who f
was on furlough from India, joined §
me as the other member of the J
faculty. Brother Henry Melvin, a §
local pastor, agreed to teach the few |
courses in music that we offered. §
Thus Free Wiil Baptist Bible Coliege [
became an actuality.

How many there were who [
challenged that it could be a suc- §
cessful undertaking, | do not know. | §
do know that the building of a spirit §
of hopefulness had not been com- §
pleted, but now must be translated
into a living reality and proof §
provided that the undertaking could §
be successful. a
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