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“The homosexual must be
delivered from the bondage of his
homosexuality and not just con-
ditioned to live under it.”

Let’'s Close
The Gay Bars
on
Main Street

By Jack W. Stallings

life style, a sickness or sin?

The answer varies greatly de-
pending where one f{inds his
answer, The suddenly prominent
and vocal gay movement declares
with the gravity of deep conviction
that it is a perfectly acceptable
and, perhaps, even preferable
alternative life style.

The just as suddenly anachronis-
tic psychologists still speak of sick-
ness and maladjustment but with an
uncertain reserve not previously
characteristic of their manner. They
wani to somehow accommodate
this new challenge from, of all
places, their left.

The fundamentalist position that
homosexuality is a vile, despicable
sin seems too violently reactionary
and intolerant to be held by any
“enlightened” person of the 20th
century. Yet, in spite of all, the
fundamentalist answer is the
correct one for it is the answer of
God’s infallible word—the Bible,

IS THE GAY LIFE REALLY BAD?

if one accepts the Bible as final
authority, the sinfuiness of homo-
sexual practices is obvious. No
name comes down from antiquity
with more fearful and disgusting
connotations than that of Sodom,
whose characteristic and fatal sin
was that of homosexuaiity. One
cannot read the account (See
Genesis 18-19) without sensing the
grossness and horror of this sin in
God's sight,

I s homosexuality an alternative




The episode of the sojourning
Levite's treatment at the hands of
the homosexual Gibeonites (See
Judges 19) reinforces this impres-
sion. Homosexual practices are
forbidden and condemned in the
Mosaic Law (See Leviticus 18:22,
20:13).

Interestingly, the strongest and
clearest condemnations of
homosexuality are found in the
New Testament. Pauf not only
condemns homosexuality, he
actually portrays it as the extremity
of evil toward which man's unbelief
and perverse foily lead him {See
Romans 1:24-28). He makes it
clear that unrepentant homo-
sexuals have no part in heaven
(See | Corinthians 6:9,10).

To understand clearly the fact
that homosexuality is sin one must
understand the true nature of sin.
Sin is not simply unacceptable
social behavior, it is disobedience
to God’s holy law in thought, word
or deed. It separates man from
God's fellowship and places him
under God's curse and penalty—
eternal death.

That sin is serious business is
borne cut by the fact that sin is not
primarily directed against one's
fellow men and their sensibilities,
but against God and His absolute
holiness. When this is forgotten,
men enter a subjective realm
where all is uncertain and relative
and where nothing can remain
absolute or unchallenged.

In such an atmosphere homo-
sexuality becomes wrong only
when it "“hurts” someone else in a
physical and outward way. The
truth is that homosexuality is sinful
because it is contrary o God's
nature as it is expressed in His
hoty law,

Homosexuality, being sin, is not
a “‘natural” conditicn. It is not an
innate physical or mental trait but
rather a destructive tendency and
manifestation of depravity. Men are
not excused from responsibility for
their sins because of the influence
of their depraved nature.

The section of the Bible

(Remans 1) which so clearly
condemns homosexuality is making
just this point. They are without ex-
cuse and liable to God's wrathful
judgement. The idea that the
homosexual is as he is because of
a basic innate physical or mental
condition must be rejected.

Such reasoning makes God
rather than the individual
responsible for his sin. This cannot
be. James states unequivocally
(See James 1:13-15) that God is
never responsibie for sin  or
temptation. Sin always grows out
of the evil passions of the in-
dividual and never from impossible
circumstances in  which God
places a person.

The sexual drive which God has
put in man is wholesome and may
be integrated into one's life in a
way that is perfectly proper and
pleasing to God through
heterosexual marriage. However,
this sexual drive may be perverted
and twisted by sinful minds into all
sorts of sin both heterocsexual and
homosexual,

Even secret heterosexuai lust
within the heart is sin in God's
sight and can condemn men to
Hell (See Matthew 528, James
2:10).  Therefore, homosexuality
cannot be excused and accepted
as an aiternative life style on the
ground that it is the normal sexual
pattern for some people.

WHAT HELP
DOES THE BIBLE OFFER?

Does this unyielding position
that homosexuaiity is, indeed, sin
condemn ail homosexuals summar-
fly to Hell without recourse? No, it
does not! Through Christ there is
salvation for the homosexual.

Homosexuality is but one of the
many outward symptoms of the in-
ward disease, sin. There is an
answer to sin and that answer is
Jesus Christ. John the Baptist, up-
on seeing Him, said, '‘Behold the
Lamb of God, which taketh away
the sin of the world" (John 1:29).

Homosexual sin is included in
that statement, There is forgive-
ness and deliverance for the
homosexuai through the bloed
sacrifice qf Jesus Christ.

This is the key pcint of the bibli-
cal position. The Bible has help for
the homosexuai—a deliverance to
offer him,

The supernatural conversion ex-
perience which brings into the life
of a sinner the very indwelling
presence of God is the answer fo
homosexuality and every other en-
slaving, debilitating sin. The liberal
and secutar world simply does not
comprehend this supernatural as-
pect of the fundamentalist position.

The liberal theoiogian and the
secular counsellor must condone
and accept the homosexuai as he
is because they have no viable
means available to change him. in
order to ‘‘fove’ the homosexual,
they must *‘accept” him in his
present state.

The inherent superiority of the
fundamentalist view becomes ap-
parent at this point. The funda-
mentalist may fove the homosexual
while hating and refusing to con-
dene or sanction in any way his
deviate behavior. In fact, it is his
fove for the homosexual that
makes him hate homosexuality so
desperately. He has a supernatural
help for the homosexual that he is
certain will cure and deliver him.

He cannot allow an equivocating
diagnosis of the problem to place
him in a position where he cannot
administer the remedy. Such a
course wouid not be love but a
simple lack of moral courage. The
homosexual must be delivered
from the bondage of his homosexu-
ality and not merely conditioned to
live under it.

The world will cften misconstrue
the Christian's hatred for sin as
hatred for the sinner. Therefore,
Christians need to do everything
possible to demonstrate real love
and concern for sinners. However,
it must be understood that Chris-
tians will always meet opposition
when they insist on labeling sin for
what it is.

May God grant that we will re-
main steadfast on this momentous
issue ‘‘speaking the truth in love"
(Ephesians 4:15a).

ABOUT THE WRITER: Jack Staliings pastors
Collinswood Free Will Baptist Church. Ports-
mouth, Virginia. A
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JASPER (from page 13)

rise accelerating as we had, i
would surely crash into us, We
couldn’t sit there! On the other
hand, if we tried to walk we were
in danger of freezing.

i didn't know what we were
going to do. Then we heard the
sheouts of help coming back. It was
John and Curly. How good they
looked to us! But how in the world
had they stopped that car on such
a glassy, downhill slope!

Larry was already clambering
out of our stalied vehicie when
they waved him back, 'Get in
there and drive!" John yelled.
“We’'ve got to get you out of that
hole before you get hit from
behind!"

Curly, looking very worried,
raced for the rear bumper, bracing
himself for the push. Stripped of all
self-respect, 1 sank deeper into my
seat.

After much spinning and shoving
we were on our way again, head-
ing for the bottom of the hill as
instructed by our benefactors.

On level ground at last, Larry
putled over, got out and flagged
the two men, now behind us once
again.

Curly rofled down the window.
He was sitting up front with John,
warming his feet at the heater.

My husband spoke first. *“I
wanted to thank you, John, and |
sure would be happy to pay you, if
you'd let me."

John shook his head, waving
away the offer as utter ridiculous-
ness.

Curly stiil had to be dealt with,
Larry extended his hand through
the open window. Curly recipro-
cated, placing his cold, work-worn
fingers in Larry's firm, young
grasp.

“Thanks, Curly," he managed,
placing much emphasis on the
thanks. | had never heard him
more sincere,

They stared into each ¢ther’s
eyes. Enough had been said. Now
it was Curly’s turn. *That's all
right, Buddy. 1 owed you one.”

Oh, coals of fire upen my head!
{ shriveled in my seat. “Jasper,"” |
queried silently, “‘what other trea-
sures of wisdom have you stored
in that white, old head of yours?
Do you also know about ‘Inasmuch
as ye did it not to one of the least
of these, ye did it not to me?' "' |
wondered,

never had the oppertunity
& to question Jasper about
his knowledge of the Bible.
He quit working soon after that day
on the mountain. The cold weather
pained his old legs so badly he
couldn’t bear it.

Before that winter was over,
Grandpa Murphy died in his sleep.
The ambulance attendants found
his body stitl lying on the large
kitchen table which had been his
bed for years. The next spring,
Mrs. Cooper aiso died. In the
summer, Curly's boy was caught
stealing from a store which had
generously offered him employ-
ment and was sent to prison.

Curly continued his daily pilgrim-
ages to the dump, now taking
along his two girls to cart the loot
home, The older gir! “took up"
with a retarded city sanitation
worker and became pregnant. It
broke Curly’s heart. He became a
frequent patient at the local
hospital.

Finally, word reached us that
both his legs were gangrenous,
requiring amputation. Curly
refused, preferring death to a life
without jegs.

My husband and { asked our
pastor to go see him, to talk to him
about the needed surgery and
about his soul, We were wiser now
and realized if we could find some-
thing in that old man to love, then
God must surely love him too.

Curly, as it turned out, surely
loved the Lord! Not only did he
submit to surgery ending the sui-
cide pact he had made with
himseif, he also surrendered his
remaining years to his Creator.

The old man happily remarried.
From his wheelchair on the porch
of the first real home he had ever
known, he carried on a small lap
Bible ministry with the neighbor-
hood children.

But the moment | most like to
recall from our experience with
Jasper Cooper is one which
occurred while he was stilf in the
hospitai, preceding surgery on his
legs. It was on the eve of the
operation. He had sent for us to
come. After talking for an hour or
so we prepared to leave but were
suddenly called back.

With tears in his eyes and look-
ing very weary on the pillow, our
new brother spoke to Larry.

“In case | don’t get a chance to
tell you this again, t just wanted to
thank you . .. for sending the
preacher, | mean. You know a tot
of folk wouldn't have thought | was
worth it, but that preacher made
me see |‘ve stili got it all to gain.
To live without legs .. . . that's noth-
ing. | can handie it. But to die
without God knowing who | am, it
scares me to think of it, now.”

He was losing more composure
with each sentence, but he con-
tinued, dabbing at his eyes with a
crumpled tissue.

“I've been so happy here in this
room since He moved in with me.
if 1 live to go home, | know He'll be
waiting there for me, too. And if |
die and go home over yonder,"" he
emphasized by waving toward the
eastern window, "‘well, i've got a
real treasure waitin' for me over
there. I11'll be like nothin® | ain’t
never seen before. The preacher
read me about it, straight out of
The Book.”

Tears streamed down all our
faces. In one respect it was iike
that long-ago meorning on the
snowy mountain as the two men
reached for each other’s right
hand. The old man's hand, gnarled
and needle-marked, fumbled
nervously for my husband’s,

He spoke once more, “'Yes, Sir.
{ sure do thank you and | just want
to tell you so0.”

Larry patted the bony fingers
and the pale, wet cheeks. “‘That’s
all right, Buddy,” he replied. "'
owed you one."”

ABOUT THE WRITER: Lorraine Layne is a
member of Boldman Free Will Baptist
Church, Harold, Kentucky. The 36-year-old
mother of two daughters attends Bethel
Bible Institute, Paintsville. Mrs. Layne keeps
books for M & M Toyota, Pikeville, A






By Ken Riggs

hy does a college that is basicaily church
structured in its format and Christian in its
philosophy begin a Teacher Education pro-
gram? Part of the answer is found in the Charter of

Incorporation:

“The purpose of this corporation is the establishment and
maintenance of a Bible Coliege devoted to the promotion and
impartation of higher Biblical education, and such other edu-
cation, instruction, and training as may be deemed essentiai to
the equipment of Christian workers, teachers, ministers, and
missionaries of both sexes for Ghristian service . . .."

Attention should be called to two items in the
charter. The first is the phrase **...and such other

education....” The second one is the word
‘“ . teachers....”

While it may have been in the minds of the in-
corporators to follow the letter of the iaw and mean
only education and teachers who would be strictly

church oriented, the spirit of the law is certainly not in
violation for the coilege to have a Teacher Education
program.

The Teacher Education program at Free Will Baptist
Bible College is directly related to the inauguration of
elementary schools within the framework of many Free

@
Will Bapfist churches. The establishment of such
schoois as an influence is verified by the fact that there
were Free Wilt Baptist elementary schools as earty as
19686.

There has been a definite increase in the number of
schools established among Free Will Baptists. A study
conducted in 1973 revealed there were 14 schools,
whereas today there are 23. Other churches are also

iving consideration t ting a scheol. . ,
gving eration to starting a scho A program of Teacher Education at our college is

justified, Of importance now is an evaiuation. The
graduating class of 1979 wili be the fourth class that
has taken the comptete four-year curriculum. The
following questions are the most common ones asked.
The answers, hopefully, will help the reader make his
own evaluation.

WHAT IS INVOLVED IN THE PROGRAM?

The program itself is a four-year plan of study leading
to a degree and state certification. Because of the
philosophy and conviction of the college, the student
pursuing this course of study must take a double major.
That is, a student will major in both Bible and eiemen-
tary education. The Bible major constitutes 30 hours of
credit: the elementary education major constitutes ap-
proximately 50 hours of credit.




recognize and even ratify it.

There are two other programs that constitute a minor
in elementary education. In these programs a student
takes only 18 hours of education. One program is a
minor in elementary education; one is a minor in the
foundations of education.

Neither of these lead to certification nor include stu-
dent teaching. They are good curriculums for a pastor
who is considering starting a schoo! but does not wish
10 serve as principal or teacher.

{S THE TEACHER EDUCATION PROGRAM
INCREASING?

The answer to this question is quite simple: Yes. A
quick fook at the figures presented below wiil verify
this. The chart shows the number of siudents who were
candidates for certification in a given school year, and
the type of school that was selected for the purpose of
student teaching.

Year 1976 1977 1978 1979 Total
Church 4 & 5 5 20
Public 0 5 8 16* 29

Non-church 4 0 1 1 6
Totals 8 11 14 22 55
*This will of necessity be higher because there is only ong Christian

School that may be used and it can only accommodate a maximum
of six student teachers.

In four years the enroliment for student teaching has
increased from eight to 22. Please understand these
figures represent only those who have taken the fuli
four-year curriculum. There have been others who have

taken the programs in the minor and/or transferred to
0 am other schools.
L WILL THERE BE A PROGRAM

IN SECONDARY CERTIFICATION?

Time witl tell. As the elementary schools within our
denomination add grades and reach the high scheol

level, the need for secondary certification will be ap-
As it relates to the elementary education major, a y P

student will take courses in various methods of teach-

ing such as the teaching of reading, math, science, »
music and art. Other courses include history, educa-
tional psychology, audio-visuals and human growth and
development.

An important aspect of the major is a 10-week period
of student teaching. Arrangements with various
scheels in the city of Nashviile are made to fuifill this
part of the program.

After the successful completion of all courses and
student teaching, a graduate is awarded the bachelor
of science degree and {uli certification from the state of
Tennessee. The certification itself means that a person
is prepared to teach only in the elementary grades. It
also means the certification is awarded by the state of
Tennessee. However, other states may choose to













BIBLE COLLEGE ANNOUNCES SUMMER SCHOOL COURSES

NASHVILLE, TN—Three 1979 Summer School Sessions at Free Wili Bap-
tist Bible College, Nashville, will run from May 21-June 22, according to
Dr. Robert E. Picirilli, registrar. They will be two weeks, three weeks and
five weeks long.

The cost will be as follows:

2 weeks 3 weeks 5 weeks
Registration $5 $5 $ 10
Tuition 37 37 37
Meais 46 77 130
Room 24 40 70

The availability of courses offered will depend on enrollment for each
course. Prospective students should contact the registrar’'s office prior to
May 1 for information regarding a particular course.

TWO WEEKS: May 21-June 1 {including Saturdays: 3-hour limit)
General Psychology (3)
Introduction to Music (3)
Christian Counseling (3)
Introduction to Christian Education (2}
Ephesians and Colossians (3)
Interpretive Speech (2)
Expository Preaching (1)
Tennis (1)
THREE WEEKS: June 4-22 (no Saturdays; 3-hour fimit)
introduction to Sociology (3)
Human Growth and Development (3)
Romans (3)
Christian Education of Children (2)
Expository Preaching (1)
Men: intermediate Swimming (1

FIVE WEEKS: May 21--June 22 (no Saturdays; 6-hour limit)
Bible Doctrines (8)
World Literature (4)
Homiletics (4)
Advanced Greek (8)
Private Voice (1)
Private Piano (1)

$1100 RAISED FOR
SOUTHEAST ASIAN REFUGEES

BRIDGETON, MO—On Sunday, No-
vember 19, the communion table of
Trinity Free Wili Baptist Church,
Bridgeton, was replaced by an eight-
foof refugee boat and a large loaf of
bread containing 25 pounds of flour.

The plight of Southeast Asian ref-
ugees had been laid upon the hearts
of the people for the previous 10
weeks. Children, young peopie and
adults streamed down the aisles of
Trinity Church to demonstrate their
Christian concern for human suffer-
ing on the South China seas.

Approximately $1100 in pennies,
nickels, dimes and dollars poured
from the miniature ‘refugee boats’
into the large boat as a visible evi-
dence of the members’ love and
concern.

Haif of the monies given went to
help the ministry of World Vision’s
chartered ship that has been min-
istering to fleeing thousands these
past six months. The other haif of
the money went to our National As-
sociation Foreign Missions Depart-
rment.

In order to carry out the project,
laymen of the church were actively
involved: a iarge banner painted by
a church member depicted the flight
of the refugee boats; the eight-foot
boat at the front of the building was
built by one of the staff members
and the large loaf of bread was
baked by one of the ladies of the
church. In addition, small boats for
every Sunday school member were
made by lay people.

“The active participation of lay
peopfe in carrying out the commis-
sion of Jesus Christ is the greatest
blessing that any pastor can have,”
stated Russell Spurgeon, pastor.

=>
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When | make an outfit, especially
if I've deviated from the patiern or
not used a pattern at all, I'm really
proud of it. | feel like it is my own
unigue creation, It's an original.

! think in a similar manner God
made each cne of us criginals. He
made each person different; He
gave each a unique personality. We
are each a special piece of His
workmanship with just the right
touches to make us like no one else
in the whole world.

How comforting to remember that
God doesn’t make mistakes. | wish |
could say the same for my sewing,
but I'm afraid | can’t. And the back
corners of my closet hold the evi-
dence, things that for some reason
just did not work out as planned,
things | wouldn't wear to a dog fight.

| don't want to be that kind of
creation, | don’t want to bring em-
barrassment to my Maker. | don't
want to hang in the back of God's
closet for years and never be worn. |
want to be a useful garment that wili
bring honor and praise to the master
tailor.

SOMEBODY
UNDERSTANDS YOU

In addition to forming us, Ged
knows us, The word "‘know’ has
several shades of meaning. if | know
the answer, I'm sure, positive. I'm
100 percent certain. | know that
24+ 2 =4, And there is just absolute-
ly no reom for doubt. | am right. My
knowledge is complete and perfect.

Then | can know the reasons
behind something. If | know the
causes, the why's and wherefore's,
| have a mental grasp of the situa-
tion. | have perception or insight into
the matter. This loses some of the
all-encompassing accuracy of the
first meaning, and implies having a
generai idea in one’s mind. If | know
why the Civil War began or why my
crop failed, | have a mentat aware-
ness of the situation.

And then if | know what's happen-
ing, I'm aware. I'm informed. |
realize what is going on around me.

Lastly, | can know somebody.
Knowing them is more than just
recognizing them. Knowing them—
really knowing them-—means |
understand them. 1 realize why they

behave the way they do. | know what
it is that motivates them, what
bothers them, what makes them
happy. And { can make ailowances
for their behavior if | know them.

Nahum 1:7 says: “The Lord is
good, a strong hold in the day of
trouble; and he knoweth them that
frust in him.” His knowledge of us is
100 percent. He has perception,
insight, a mental grasp of us. He is
informed, aware of everything about
us and connected to us. He under-
stands us. And we can take comfort
in the fact that God's knowledge is
always perfect; itis complete.

About 50 years ago an oid man
was returning from a day's fishing.
He walked down a deserted country
road where he came upon a young
fellow having trouble with his Model
T. The youth checked first to see if
he was out of gas. Then he locoked at
the engine, unabte to find the prob-
lem.

He was scratching his head in
perplexity when the old gentleman
came up and asked what the trouble
was. The boy snapped that if he
knew what the troubie was he'd fix it
and get out of there. The older man
said that maybe he could help and
began putting down his fishing pole
and gear.

The young fellow eyed him sus-
piciously wondering just how the old
fisherman thought he could be of
assistance. He simply said to him,
“Oh, that's all right, I'll handie it."
And he stuck his head back near the
maotor.

The old gentleman sensed his
feelings and said, “"Young fellow, |
can see the problem from here, and
I'd be glad to fix it for you if you'd
only let me. You see, my name is
Henry Ford, and | made thaicar.”

How marvelous that God made us
and knows us. He understands just
what it is that makes us function.

YOU CANDOIT

Thirdly, God sanctified Jeremiah.
Volumes have been writien on this
one word, but let's simpily say that to
sanctify means to set apart, to make
holy. 1t means that God separated
Jeremiah, and all of us, for a pur-
pose. “‘Ordained' carries the idea
further. He set us apart and then
commissioned each of us with a job

to do. Jeremiah's was the job as

prophet.
Whatever vyours is—preacher,
missionary, teacher, secretary,

mother, painter, farmer, business-
man-—God had that particular job in
mind when He made you.

God says | formed you, | knew
you, | sanctified and ordained you to
be a prophet. And what does
Jeremiah say? “Not me, Lord, Why,
| can’t speak. I'm just a child.”

Would God commission Jeremiah
10 be a prophet if He had not
equipped him to be one? Of course
not. God goes on to say, “‘Be not
afraid of their faces: for | am with
thee to deliver thee. | have put my
words in thy mouth."’

it's easy for us io look back at
Jeremiah and say, '"Oh, ye of littie
faith!'" But aren't our excuses just
as hollow? “I'm too young. I'm too
old. 'm not cut out for that. | don’t
have the time. I'm to¢ dumb. I'm just
awoman.”

Whatever our excuses, they do
not hold up. God never assigns a job
without giving the necessary equip-
ment.

wWhen God made you, He knew
what your task would be. He made
you with a task in mind.

When | have a formal banguet to
attend, | don't make a pair of
culottes. On the other hand | don't
make an evening gown if | pian to
play tennis. | have the purpose of
the article of clothing in mind before
| begin construction.

And so did God. He knew what
each one of us was intended for; He
knew the purpose we would serve,
He saw to it that we each came
equipped with just the right abilities
to perform our own special tasks.

Jeremiah rose above his doubts
and fears, and with God's help per-
formed the task set befere him. So
can we. What a joy to realize that
God takes a special interest in each
of us. Me is my maker. He knows all
about me, And He gave me the job
to do that is just right for me.

Doesn’t that make you feel like
one ina million?

ABOUT THE WRITER: Donna Carr is associ-
ate editor of Co-Laborer magazine, She is a
member of Horton Heights Free Will Baptist
Church, Nashville, Tennessee. A
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JEWISH THEOLOGIAN ARGUES GOSPELS
MUST BE INTERPRETED LITERALLY

RUSSELSHEIM, West Germany (EP)—~—Posi-
tions were reversed at the recent Jewish-
Christian gialogue heid at a workshop for 120
teachers of religion in the North-Starkenburg
district of the Evangelical Church in Ger-
many. A Jewish theologian from israel held to
a literal interpretation of the resurrection of
Jesus Christ, and Christian scholars
detended the rationatizing position of the late
Rudoli Bulimann's "*demytholization.”

Dr. Pinchas Lapida, professor of Religious
Science and Theology at Jerusalem Univer-
sity, interpreted the resurrection of Jesus as
a Jewish faith experience on the background
of Jewish tradition—an actual happening,
“for without a factual historical event there is
no act of faith. Just as there would have been
no Judaism without the Sinai event, so there
would have been no Christendom without the
Easter event.”

A factual proof of the reality and fruitful-
ness of the Easter faith, Dr. Lapida stated, "“is
found in the explosive spread of Christianity
in the populated worid, where more than a
billion people became Christians.”” The Israeli
theologian offered his view as "a
stimulation™ for the series of Jewish-Christian
dialogues now being held in Germany.

DON’T LINK CULTS, CHRISTIAN
AGENCIES, CAMPUS CRUSADE
LEADER TELLS MEDIA

SAN BERNARDINO, CA {EP)—Dr. William R.
Bright, president and founder of Campus Cru-
sade for Christ International, has warned the
news media against confusing ‘‘legitimate
Christian organizations® with cuits like the
Pecple’s Temple.

Describing the deaths of some 800
members of the cult as “a tragedy that has
jolted and appalied the world,” Dr. Bright
added, “Unfortunately, there seems bound to
be some spillover from that tragic event onto
tegitimate Christian ocrganizations, but it is ur-
gent 1hat the news megia do all in their power
fo avoid damaging valid ministries which
have nothing of substance in common with
the Jones group or cults in general "’

The Campus Crusade leader advised
journalists to examine various groups to
determine whether they exemplify "dedica-
tion to the deity and lorgship of Jesus Christ,
to the Bible as the revealed word of God, and
1o a spirit of Christian Jove."

FUNDAMENTALISTS UNDER FIRE OVER
SEPARATION OF CHURCH AND STATE

SILVER SPRING, MD (EP)—The Rev, Andrew
Leigh Gunn, 48, has resigned as executive
director of Americans United for Separation
of Church ang State to reiurn to the United
Methodist parish ministry.

Rev. Gunn said he had gdecided to leave
after serving in the post less than three years
because “'| found that the administrativae
work is not to my liking.'” Mr. Gunn added that
he preferred the person-to-person work that
is involved in the pastoral ministry. He had
been pastor of Grace United Methodist
Church in Gaithersburg, Maryiand, before
succeeding Dr. Glenn L. Archer, a Free
Methodist layman, as head of Americans
United in April 1976.

Mr, Gunn reported that while Americans
United remains opposed to efforts of the
United States Catholic bishops to obtain state
aid to parochial schools, the organization
now finds itself increasingly opposing funda-
mentaiist Protestants on the same issue.

“There has been a decline in support of
church-gtate separation on the part of some
fungdamentalist Protestant groups,” Mr. Gunn
said, citing Jerry Falwell of Lynchburg,
Virginia, as one who had supported tuition tax
credit measures in Congress in the past year.

The United Methodist minister reported
that Americans United has aiso been at odds
with fundamentalists on the issue of state
regulation of Christian schools. ""Americans
United betieves that the state does have
some right to determine educational stan-
dards and that this is not a violation of
separation of church and state.”

ALC COMMUNICATION EXEC
QUESTIONS TV BOYCOTTS,
RELIGION PROGRAMMING

MINNEAPCLIS, MN (EP)—A Lutheran com-
munication executive says boycotts of tele-
vision programs considered offensive have a
“‘dubious influence . . . on networks."'

The Rev. John Bachman, director of the
Office  of Communication and Mission
Support of the American Lutheran Church,
says "‘we would prefer that church groups
and families waich offending programs
together, analyze them and become more
discriminating viewers."

Writing in connection with the showing in
January of the first program of a four-part
ALC television ministries, '‘We're Number
One?"” Bachman says if is a "much more
positive contribution than boycotts 1o the
problem of offensive TV programming.”

He also suggests that much religion
programming now on the air is deficient.
“Most traditional types of worship-oriented
religious telecasts are seen by few of the un-
converted, Instead, pious enthusiasts watch
one program after another and make contri-
butions which build monuments to media
celebrities. These are scarcely ouireach
ministries.”

REV. SUN MYUNG MOON:
‘GUYANA REMINDS US WE COULD BE
DESTROYED BY A MADMAN’

BOSTON, MA (EP)—The Rev. Sun Myung
Moon, controversial founder of the Unifica-
tion Church, toid some 500 scholars attend-
ing a Church-sponscred conference here that
academic leaders must work together to
avoid tragedies such as the mass suicide of
cult members in Guyana.

While Mr. Moon addressed the Seventh
International Conference on the Unity of the
Sciences (ICUS), anti-Moon demonstralors
distributed leaflets and picketed outside.
Some critics warned of similarities between
the Moon religion and the other cults such as
Rev. Jim Jones' People’'s Tampie,

Mr. Moon, speaking in English and heavily
guarded, gave the keynote address on the
conference theme, "The Re-Evaluation of
Existing Values and the Search for Absoiute
Values."

Mr. Moon said, “One reason that the
Guyana tragedy frightens so many people is
that it reminds us that we, ourselves, could
be destroyed by a madman in a position of
power . ... Today, ali mankind couid perish
at the push of a buiton initiating a nuclear
holocaust.,”” He said that academic leaders
must work together to '‘restore sanity to our
world and the absoiute value of existence.”

Attending the conference were 500 partici-
pating scientists, theologlans and philos-
ophers from 57 countries and 100 observers,
according to Ted Agres, coordinator of the
[CUS. Participants included a number of
Nobet Prize winners, incluging Dr, Eugene
Wigner, retired professor of physics from
Princeton, chairman of the 1978 ICUS.

VOLUNTARY LUNCHTIME BIBLE
STUDY IS HALTED IN SCHODL

GRANDVILLE, Mi (EP)—The school board
here has voted to stop voiuntary lunchtime
Bible studies which came under atiack re-
cently by the American Civil Liberties Union.
Cfficiais halted the classes fearing a court
battle would erupt if they gign't.

The program had been traditional here for
the past 23 years. The ACLU argued the
classes were illegal as they were conducted
on public school property,

Earlier nearby Wyoming also stopped simi-
jar classes after getting a letter from the
ACLU.

School officiais at nearby Hudsonville will
meet later this month to consider a simitar
letter they received.

>
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RELIGIOUS NEWS (from page 29)

COURT ORDER HALTS STATE CLOSING
OF CHRISTIiAN DAY-CARE CENTERS

RALEIGH, NC (EP)—The North Carofina
Court of Appeais has stayed indefinitely a
lower court order directing 11 church-related
day-care centers 10 obtain state licenses or
ciose their doors. The appeals court con-
finued the order until it can hear and rule on
an appeal by the centers. The appeal is not
expected {0 be considered untii mid-1979.

The order stays a December 8 ruling by
Superior Court Judge Donald L. Smith which
allows the state to close the fundamentalist
Christian day-care centers that refused io ob-
tain state licenses, Operators of the centers
contend the centers are an extension of the
ministries of the sponsoring churches and
are exempt from state regulation because of
constitutional  guarantees of religious
freedom.

The suit is one of four currently in the
North Carolina courts involving attempts by
the slate to regulate fundamentalist Christian
agencies. One suit, also in the appeals court,
involved a dispute over the state's right o
reguiate church-related schools. Another,
pending in Wake County Superior Court,
involves the state’s right to coflect unempioy-
ment taxes from church-refated schools. A
fourth is in United States District Court and
concemns the state’s right to make the
schools administer state high school compe-
tency tests.

SPAIN NOW OPEN
TO BIBLE DISTRIBUTION

BARCELONA, Spain (EP) - After some 4¢
years of restricting the distribution of the
Bible by evangelicals, the Spanish govern-
ment is now issuing permits to evangelical
Christians for the distribution of Bibles and
New Testaments in prisons and hospitals.
According to a report of the Worid Home
Bible League's office in Tarrasa near here,
1,054 copies of the New Testament in
Spanish were distributed within a week of the
receipt of a shipment of 10,000 copies,

100 IN CONGRESS LEAD DRIVE
AGAINST IRS RULE ON SCHOOLS

WASHINGTON (EP)-—A number of Senators
and Representalives have expressed opposi-
tion to a procedure by the Internal Revenue
Service which would require private, in-
ciuding church-related, schools to enroll a
percentage of minority studenis to retain
their tax-exempt status.

During the 95th Congress, some members
introduced tegislation galling on the IRS not
tc adopt #s “'proposed revenue procedure cn
private tax-exempt schools" which was pub-
lished in the Federal Register.

A total of 100 Representatives have signed
a letter addressed to IRS Commissioner
Jerome Kurtz asking him not to promulgate
the- proposed procedure until Congress has
had "a iull opportunity to examine all the is-
Sues in question.” 4

Thak U for
your g ls fo l%e.. .

COOPERATIVE PLAN OF SUPPORT

December, 1978

RECEIPTS:
State Dec.'78 Dec.’77 Yr. to date
Co-op Design,

Alabama $ . L. $ Lo 80 1,814.13
Arizona 288.26 L. L 1,462.99
Arkansas 2,409.74 A 1,889.05 31,405.29
California 926,51 (926.51) 993.14 10,140.22
Florida 316.50 (209.84) 16.66 4,216.66
Georgia 642.21 {97.00) 566.89 4,755.81
Hawaii o .. s 200.00
Idaho S Ca 260.97
llinois 1,484.07 67489 16,026.63
Indiana L S 200.00
lowa - 522.54 2,794.32
Kansas 288 .34 160.95 1,898 45
Maryland 115.0¢ 40.00 1,045.99
Michigan .. 65.00 2,451.99
Mississippi 90.08 A 76.82 1,189.41
Missouri 9,797.23 (8,857.56) 5,349.67 65,022.55
New Mexico 130.83 . . 221.11
North Carolina 154.00 {79.00) 129.0C 2,704.93
Northwest Assoc. o .. 185.93 656.05
Ohio 2,030.00 - 840.00 10,250.42
Oklahoma 9,791.06 {9,760.20) 5,447.44 67,472.92
Tennessee 939.40 {32.50) 1,117.91 12,497.61
Texas 537.04 . 254.25 2,981.42
Virginia 42.77 17.90 499.16
Virgin Islands 156.00 152.00 1,733.4¢
West Virginia - 11.07 199.¢1
Interest 533.46 932.15
Totals $ 30,672.50 $ 18,551.11 $ 245,033.59
DISBURSEMENTS:
Executive Ofice $ 5,469.07 $(2,861.12) $ 4,450.76 $ 75,197.42
Foreign Missions 8,586.55 (6,512.54) 4,750.10 57,282.27
Bitle College 5,570.86 (3,552.75} 3,173.75 37,267.91
Home Missions 516968 (3,671.45) 2,664.94 33,458.34
Church Training Serv. 2,138.04 {922.76) 1,582.44 18,693.01
Retirement & Ins. 2,5631.88 (1,559.65) 1,333.38 15,668.61
Layman's Board 980.87 {697.30) 475.47 5,828.49
Commission on Theo-

logical Liberalism 22555 {185.04) 120.27 1,537.54
Other Ministries S F. .. 100.0¢
Totals $ 30,672.50 $ 18,551.11 § 245,033.59










