























““Can the Resurrection save
America”? It could, and it should,
but it probably won'’t.”

The Resurrection
Can Awoken Americal

By Ben Scott

rophets and preachers have
called for an awakening in
the land.

Isaiah did in chapter 52 —
“Awake, awake, put on thy
strength, O Zion.” Amos prodded
and pleaded for an awakening and
then proceeded to pronounce a
“woe'' 1o them who were “‘at ease
in Zion."” Joel took the priests, the
preachers, the old men, the
drunkards and many more to task
for their sloth and slumber.

Had Paul Revere met with the

same complacency in his day, the
fledgling nation could not possibly
have survived.

{t's interesting that when Paul
the Apostle called for an
awakening, he did so in connection
with the Resurrection of Christ.
“Awake to righteousness and sin
not," he exhorted in the most
elogquent Resurrection discourse of
them all {I Corinthians 15:34}

CAN THE RESURRECTION
SAVE AMERICA?

It could, and it should; bu? it
probably won't. Two millenniums
distant from the rolled stone and

the empty tomb, multitudes allow
the miracle to become myth. [f
America is to be saved, the
Resurrection has to mean more
than a rabbit and the empty tomb
more than an egg.

Resurrection Power! Who needs
it? America needs it. And the
Church in our generation needs it,
The Church-—Guardian of the
Gospel— Trumpeter of the Truth!
But in our day of professional

>
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RESURRECTION (From page10)

trumpet tooters, we hear an awtul
lot of ““uncertain sounds."

It is very probabie that the
pulpits of America are more io
blame for our nation's sad plight
than are the politicians. Our most
pressing problem may be puny
preaching. Consequentiy, the
average church-goer is not afraid
of sinning and {s comfortable in his
complacency, remaining un-
disturbed by the pleasantries he
hears from most pulpits.

The army of the first-born is not

Church pregram from its beginning
wasg predicated on the premise that
Christ is alive. And because He is
alive, the Church is commissioned
to go and to teil. Maybe, just
maybe, we’'ll come back to the oid
blessed benchmarks of the faith
and get our bearings straightened
out before it's eternally too late. |
sure hope so.

RALLYING THROUGH
RESURRECTION POWER

Resurrection power—Who
needs if? You do, and so do |
Godly men whose names have

“ .. the Resurrection has to mean
more than a rabbit and the empty
tomb more than an egg!”’

prepared to battle, Compromise is
so much more safe and com-
fortable, It’s more tempting to be
tolerant than to stand up for Jesus
and go '‘Forth to the mighty
conflict in this, His glorious day.”

How much change can the
Church tolerate? The Church in its
infancy grew. And they did it with
the proclamation of the
Resurrection, Today, we try to do i
with promotion and recreation.
Most of our present-day churches
could use a new dose of
Resurrection power. Lukewarm and
lifeless like the Lacdiceans, we've
got the form but not the fire. We're
long on religion and ritual but short
on righteousness.

We have a lot of pretty services
but not many powerful ones.
Today, we're air-conditioned; but
not prayer-conditioned, care-
conditioned or share-conditioned.
We're “‘wired for sound, but not
fired for service.”” Ho-hum has
repiaced hallelujah; and Do not
Distrub’’ hangs on the door of the
First Church of Sleepy Hollow.

In the book of Acts, when the
Church needed something, they
prayed for it. Today, if we want
something we pay for it. The total

graced the pages of the Holy Bible
all had it. Because they had it they
were what they were, and they did
what they dig.

Consider Abraham, for instance.
On Mt. Moriah he built an altar. On
the altar he placed the wood, and
on the wood he bound and piaced
the sacrifice, his own son whom he
loved. With his hand raised to drive
the knife into his son's body, Abra-
ham wouid surely in the eves of
the faithless have looked foolish,
And he would have been foolish
except for one thing. He believed
that “'God was able 1o raise him
(Isaac) from the dead.”

Somewhere down life's road,
Abraham had heard the Gospet; a
Gospe! which includes as the most
profound plank in its platform, the
Resurrection. Abraham’s faith was
vindicated.

Resurrection power—Moses
learned about it in the Seminary of
the Burning Bush. The Creator of
the universe taught Moses a lesson
in faith’s fundamentals when He
declared at the back side of the
desert, I AM the God of the living,
not of the dead.”” Belief in life
beyond shapec and determined

Moses’ decisions. He figured that
whatever he iost here for God's
sake, he'd gain back with com-
pound interest hereafter, ““For he
had respect unto the recompense
of the reward.”

Resurrection power—dJob sure
needed it! Suffering the ioss of
wealth, health, family and friends,
that's about all he had left. But out
of life's darkest troubies and
tragedies, he knew there would be
a day of triumph. No one ever
spoke from a deeper vailey, nor
with more certainty of victory, than
Job when he said, '"{ know that my
Redeemer liveth,"”

Resurrection power—Paul had
it. The burning passion of his iife
was, ‘‘That | may know HiM, and
the Power of His Resurrection. . ..
Paui’'s faith was cut from timber
that wouldn’t toppie when teased
by the tempter to ""eat and drink,
for tomorrow we die.”” Where is
there a God-called minister, mis-
sionary, messenger-ambassador
for Christ who has not at some
time asked, "‘Is it all worthwhiie?"

The fact of Christ’s Resurrection
{thereby assuring our own) makes
it all worthwhile. The “'fighting with
beasts, after the manner of men at
Ephesus’ will soon be over, Gloom
will give way {o giory. Heavenly
victory will be the final footnote to
every Christian’s earthly
pitgrimage.

Resurrection power, You can
have it, and so can |. Whether or
not America wakes up and repents,
and whether or not the multitudes
respond as they should, anyone
who wants it can have victory in
Christ.

The last witness o see and hear
Him reported that He is alive,
though once dead. And that He
holds the keys of death and of
Hell.

Hang in there, Christian! The
final chapter will be more glorious
than the first. The end of our faith
wili be betier than its beginning.

ABOUT THE WRITER: Ben Scott is paslor of
First Free Wili Baptist Church, North Little
Rock, Arkansas. A






HANDS (From page 11)

Evenis and conversations like
these constanily permeate the
bustiing office complex of the
Foreign Missions Department in
Nashviile, Tennessee.

Four executive officers, charged
with the responsibilities of coordi-
nating and conducting the business
of foreign missions, expend their
energy in daily confrontation with
missionary problems, financial diffi-
culties, special mission services,
literature demands, audio-visual
requests and related matters.

Three secretaries, a bookkeeper
and two part-time employees grind
out the massive amount of typing,
office chores, shipping, scheduling
and travel arrangements, all
necessary {0 sustain missionary
outreach and provide the denomina-
fion with adequate world missions
information.

WHERE THE BUCK STOPS

Chief executive oificer of foreign
missions Rolia Smith meets with the
nine-man Foreign Missions Board in
annual and semiannual sessions in
addition to short sessions during the
national convention and at the
annual foreign missions retreat in
August.

As the policy-making body, the
board represents the National
Association of Free Will Baptists
and is ultimately responsible for all
foreign missions activities including
appoinfment and dismissal of
missionary personnel. Mr. Smith

answers directly to the board for
decisions he makes as general
director.

As pastor to the 97 aduit
missionaries now serving with the
department, Mr. Smith is charged
with the responsibility to make
frequent field visits for counseling,
encouraging and helping
missionaries find workable solutions
to the problems they face in their
ministry.

Missionary candidates make their
preliminary contacts toward appli-
cation through the general director.
His regular communication with the
missionaries, field council and
especially with field chairmen
enables him to have a good under-
standing of what areas siress the
greatest needs.

Acquiring of visas, passporis and
foreign travel arrangements are ail
handled through Mr. Smith's office.
Current medical records on all mis-
sionary personnel are kept, and ail
applications and references are
channeled through his secretary,

Hiring and dismissal of personnel
in the depariment are among the
responsibilities of the general
director., And although the foreign
missions operation is divided into
three subdivisions, Mr., Smith is
overseer of ail department ac-
tivities.

MAN BEHIND THE
CHECKBOOK

Direcior of Finance Mr. Haroid
Critcher and bookkeeper Thelma
McNew tabulate and trace through
a compuier service monthly
financial accounting and receipting
of all fareign mission monies. Dis-
bursement of ali mission funds is
directly under Mr. Critcher’s super-
vision. With soaring costs and doflar
devaluation abroad in addition to the
increase in the missionary force,
balancing the annual budget is a gi-
gantic chore.

The 1979 budget of $1,848,687
represents an increase of slightly
over 200 percent in the last 10
years, vet no bookkeeping per-
sonne! have been added with the
exception of a part-time employee to
maintain changes and additions io
the computer listings.

Through field reports and special
polls, the director of finance gathers
information from every field. Taking
into account rising costs on each

field and aliowing for devaluation, he
prepares an annual budget for the
entire missionary program. Using
these basic budget figures, he
works with the board financial com-
mittee in finalizing the budget for
approval by the board and then by
the National Association.

Monthly printouts of account

balances and receipts are furnished
to each missionary by the finance
department. This list provides each
missionary family with the names
and addresses of current donors as
well as the amounis of their gifis.

Harold Critcher (I) and Smith confer

Missionaries often pass by the
director of finance's oifice to ask
advice on purchasing eguipment or
handiing particuiar financial trans-
actions on behalf of the missions
department. Coliection of medical
insurance and other financial
reimbursements  also  freguently
attract missionaries io visit the
finance office.

ROAD MAP TO THE WORLD

Of all the executive officers in the
foreign missions department, none
has more contact and involvernent
with  furloughing and itinerating
missionaries than the director of

~ deputation. From the time of the

missionary's appointment or arrival
in the States until the time of depar-
ture or return to the field, Henry Van
Kiuyve and his secretary are occu-
pied in arranging special services,
scheduling vacation time or plan-
ning conference and youth camp
schedules on his behalf.

The vital ministry performed by
the deputational missionary has
been a key to the recruitment of
most of those currently serving or
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FREE WILL BAPTISTS
APPLICATION FOR HOUSING RESERVATIONS

Charlotte, North Carolina

July 15-19, 1979

Please fill out form completely
and maii to

Charlotte Convention Housing Bureau

P.O. Box 32785

Charlotte, North Carolina 28232

INSTRUCTIONS:

THE CHARLOTTE CONVENTION HOUSING BUREAU WILL HANDLE
ALL HOUSING APPLICATIONS.

Applicalions must be submitted in writing on this official form.

Confirmations will be mailed directly from the hotel fo only one
person. Please allow at least three weeks for confirmation.

ACCOMMODATIONS DESIRED:

Roomi(s) for one person (one full size bed)

Room(s) for two persons (one full size bed)

... Room(s) for two persons (two double beds}

Room(s) for { )three or{ )four persons (two double beds)
Room{s} with twin beds for two persons

Suite-Parlor and ( } one bedroom { ) two bedrooms

After confirmation has been received, any reservation changes must
be made directiy with the hotel.

If you share a room with others, please send in only one housing
application listing the names of all occupants.

Applications must be postmarked no fater than June 15, 1979.

Al least two choices of hotelsimotels are desirable. Reservations witl
be filled in order of receipt.

OEPOSIT

Unless a deposit of one room night's room rate is received with this
application, rooms will only be held until 6:00 p.m. (E.D.T.) on the
designated arrival date. Deposits are refundable provided cancella-
tion notice is given o the hotel up {0 72 hours prior to arrival. Make
checks payable to “Charlotte Convention Bousing Bureau.™

HOTEL OR MOTEL ONd ChOICE . oo oo
T1stehoiCe . . Brd ChoICE . .
Planned arrivai date .. ... ... e time ........... am. .o pm. ...
Flanned departure date. . .. ... .. ... time ........... am. ........... pm.
NAMES OF OCCUPANTS Street City State Zip

2

3

4

5

6

7
(Names of all parties must be listed. Piease print names and complete addresses. Bracket the names of those
staying in the same room. We cannot confirm unless rooms requested balance with number of persons listed.}

SEND Name

CONFIRMATION Address

TO: City

State Zip




NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FREE WILL BAPTISTS
July 1519, 1979 | Civic Center
(harlotte, North Carolina
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Hotels & Motels
SINGLE DOUBLE TRIPLE QUAD
{1} Radisson Plaza Hotel* $30 $36 $39 $42
Headquarters Hotel
{2) Sheraton Center Hotel™* %23 $34 $37 $40
NYC Headquarters
(3) Quality Inn—Downtown $24 %28 $30 $32

All hotels provide free guest parking

*Children under 16 stay free in room with parents
**Children under 18 stay free in room with parents
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‘BURCH CHRISTIAN ENTERPRISES’ LAUNCHED AS DENOMINATIONAL MINISTRY

NASHVILLE, TN—
Tommy L. Burch
announced he is
taking early retire-
ment from his
teaching post at
Free Will Baptist
Bible College to
establish an or-
ganization he
hopes pastors and
churches can utilize to avoid finan-
cial and building problems often in-
curred when congregations enter
expansion programswith inadequate
or faulty information.

Burch Christian Enterprises has
been a goal of the 55-year-old social
studies professor since becoming
aware of recurring attempts by
some companies and individuals to
charge churches exorbitant fees
while providing inferior service.
Tommy Burch is no novice in the
construction field. He holds a
General Contractor's ficense and
has engaged in building projects
since 1948,

“I've built homes in Tennessee,
motels in Fiorida, churches when
called upon and commercial buiid-
ings all over,” nodded Burch, or-
dained Free Will Baptist minister
and former pastor, now completing

his 20th year teaching at FWBBC.

Burch—Brewton, Alabama, na-
tive—sees Burch Christian Enter-
prises as more than a construction
company, although that is a major
dimension of the innovative oui-
reach. He will be available for semi-
nars on planning building programs
as weli as consultive visits regarding
what to do before a church reaches
the critical blueprint stage.

“Many of our pastors just need
someone they can trust to give them
sound financial and building advice.
I've been in the business 30 years. |
want to help and | believe | can,”
Burch says.

Burch Christian Enterprises (BCE)
will extend to construction super-
vision if needed. Tommy Burch has
the business expertise to guide pas-
tors who are contemplating the ad-
vantages and disadvantages of a
bond program.

Although Mr, Burch is available
immediately for weekend consultive
visits, he will not launch BCE as a
fuil time work until May 15, Burch
and his 23-year-old son, also named
Tommy, have been ironing ou}
wrinkles in the BCE concept since
1976 when they started ‘'Burch
Builders' in Nashville. First-hand

experience in the swiftly-changing
construction and financial markets
has heightened his awareness of the
compiexities and pitfalls facing
churches,

Mr. Burch offered consultive
services and supervision for the
National Office remodeling project
in late February. He converted
space formerly used by Randall
Bookstore into a four-office suite
with visitors lounge in addition {o de-
signing and building a new confer-
ence room for the Nationai Offices,

“Tommy Burch is known for his
guality work at reasonabie prices,”
endorsed Executive Secretary Rufus
Coffey, ““He knows how to save you
money without sacrificing workman-
ship, | highly recommend Tommy
and his Burch Christian Enter-
prises."

Burch Christian Enterprises oper-
ates out of an office in Tommy
Burch's residence at 163 Lelawood
Circle, Nashville, Tennessee 37209
(phone 615/352-1909). Brochures
describing BCE ministries are avail-
able by writing. Delegates and visi-
tors to the National Convention in
Charlotte, North Carolina, July 15-19
can visit the BCE booth for counsei
and materials.

OHIO MINISTERS RETREAT
ATTRACTS 82

BIG PRAIRIE, OH—The fourth an-
nual Chio Ministers'—Laymen’'s Re-
treat meeting at Big Prairie, Febru-
ary 6-8, marked a high point in state
efforts to generate cooperation and
a spirit of genuine warmth and love
among leaders.

Ministers and laymen from five
states gathered at the snow-covered
central Ohio campsite. According to
Alton Loveless, Ohio Promoticnal
Secretary, the 82 registered partici-
pants represented 35 churches.

Newark, Ohio, Pastor Floyd Wolf-
enbarger officiated the three-day
session. The 1979 theme “‘God's
Man—Today's Church’ was shared
by six speakers in 12 informal lec-

tures/messages. Bob Shockey, mis-
sions director Heritage Temple Free
wilt Baptist Church, Columbus, key-
noted the early February conference
with presentations of leadership
characteristics and persconal soul
winning,

Devotional messages were pro-
vided by pastors Delmar Sparks,
Westerville Free Will Baptist Church,
Westerviile and Pete Maynard, Com-
munity Free Will Baptist Church,
West Jefferson; as wetll as Thurman
Murphy, Minister of Education, First
Free Will Baptist Church, Dayton,

Heritage Temple Free Will Baptist
Church Pastor Paul Thompson led a
90-minute forum analyzing the role
of the pastor, Jack Williams,
CONTACT editor, preached a three-
part series on £lijah the Prophet.







MISSOUR! SPONSORS CHURCH TRAINING RALLIES

NASHVILLE, TN—Snow, ice and
cold weather curbed attendance
somewhat February B-13, as Mal-
colm Fry, assistant director of the
National Sunday School and Church
Training Department, and Kent
Tallent, Missouri State Sunday
Schoot and CTS Board Chairman,
logged more than 1200 miles
through Missourl conducting Church
Training Ralties.

The Missouri Board invited Dr.
Fry to present ideas for revitalizing
Church Training in the locat church
as well as to encourage and explain

participation in state and national
competitive activities. Mr. Tallent
was chauffeur, liaison man and
helper to Fry while negotiating icy
roads to six different host church
sites,

An aggregate total of 200 repre-
sentatives from 20 churches at-
tended in spite of adverse weather
conditions. The rallies consisted of
special music, preaching, slide
presentation on Bible competition
and Music and Arts, plus sharing
principles and concepts relative to
Church Training through the use of

transparencies.

Churches without a CTS were
reachedand renewed interest stirred
in churches with a CTS, One objec-
tive of the railies was to show the
need for balancing the Christian

education program in the local
church.
Since the merger of Sunday

Schoot and Church Training, Mr.
Fry's ministry has expanded to in-
clude preaching, Leadership Train-
ing Seminars, Church Training
Raliies, Teacher Training Work-
shops and service as a Church
Growth Consultant,

CALIFORNIA CHRISTIAN C[iLLEGE ROLLS IN MORE SPACE

FRESNO, CA—California Christian
College has grown several buildings
targer since January, merely for the
effort of relocating them. An area
builder interested in developing the
land under a school gave buildings
on the lot to CCC.,

"Four classroom buildings have ai-
ready received new foundations on
the CCC campus. The final building,

a 200-ton auditorium/gymnasium,
was hauled through Fresno streeis
in the pre-dawn hours of January 28,
Moving the huge building, measur-
ing 100x 40 feet and 30 feet In
height, atiracted both newspaper
and television coverage.

Officials betieve this gift rewards
the many prayers, dreams and
labors of Free Will Baptisis as the

buitdings help the school more ef-
fectively train young peopte in the
service of the Lord. The new facili-
ties provide classrooms, a new
library, a large auditorium, indoor
physical education space, student
lounge and room to house a new
bookstore,

CCC Dean James Cox i) and President Dan Parker with new building.
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expects to meet in the college gymnasium
until the new church auditorium is completed.

Things are geing to be a lot quieter at First
FWB Church, Joplin, MO, ncw that the con-
gregation has voted cut $4200 te purchase
new carpet. The sanctuary now sports a fresh
paint job, ccurtesy of that January 22
business meeting. N. R. Smith pastors.

The state of Arkansas, already leading in
Master's Men chapters, welcomed another
group into their fellowship. Fifteen men from
Faith FWB Church, Joneshoro, AR, received
their 1879 charter. Althocugh the men of the
church had been meeting regularly since the
church was founded in 1976, this was their
first effort to officially organize. Paul Bean
was elected president. Faith Church is
pastored by Early White.

After nine and cne-haif years as clerk-
treasurer of the California State Association,
June Rolen resigned. Mrs. Rofen was elected
10 the pivotal position in 1868. Aiong with
duties of being clerk-treasurer, she was also
charged with the responsibility of keeping the
state office books, printing The Volce (Cali-
fornia State paper) and routing all menies to
designated and cooperative destinations.
Appropriate formal recognition for June
Rolen's services wili be made during the June
session of the California State Association
meeting in Ceres.

Do you know anyone who lives in or near
Omaha, Nebraska? CONTACT readers are
urged to send names and addresses of rela-
tives and friends in the Omaha area to home
missionary Jerry McClary, c/o Home Mis-
sions Depariment, P.O. Box 1088, Nashville,
TN, 37202. Send the names and pray. The
Lord may aiflow Bro. McClary {0 win your
brother, your uncle or some friend to the
Lord.

The Eastern Bible Institute opened its
spring semester February 6 and wili conclude
it April 24. The institute offers a total of nine
courses in three North Carolina locations.
Classes are currentiy being conducted at
Tabernacie FWB Church, Kinston, NC;
Grilton FWB Church, Grifton, NC; Parker's
Chapel FWB Church, Greenville, NC. Nine
instructors, including ministers and laymen,
conduct courses ranging from Old Testament
survey and perscnal evangelism to the Chris-
tian home and music fundamentals, The fail
semester begins September 4. Classes are
conducted on Tuesday evenings.

The Wabash FWB Church, Wabash, IN,
dedicated an addition {0 their church which
includes a 47’ x B0' sanctuary with a seating
capacity for 400. Cost for the additicn ex-
ceeded $100,000. The original building was
constructed in 1956, Wabash Church is aver-
aging 180 in Sunday school and recently had
300 attend worship services. Roy Burkhart
pastors.

David Todd has begun a Free Wili Baptist
mission in Harrison, AR, The Todds have soid
their home and plunged into the work of es-
tablishing a Free Will Baptist church in Harri-
son,

The congregation at Second FWB Church,
Fayetteville, AR, decided it was time they
gave themseives a present. They did. It
turned out tc be a new piano. Loyd Thomas
pastors.
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