


























10/CONTACT/May '79

Hillmont Camp Director Sam Johnson'’s
nuts and bolts suggestions tell what

to do before, how to cope during and
where to look after the dust has

settled in your church camp.

Tennis Shoes

By Sam Johnson

lanring the program for a

Christian camp is a major

undertaking which demands
many hours of concentrated efiort.

For the usual church or denomi-

national camp the planning should
be the work of key leaders who are
going to be involved in the program
at camp. Planning should be done
several months prior to the camp
date in order to allow sufficient
time for adequale preparation in all
areas.

CONSIDER THE CAMPERS

One of the first considerations in
ptanning for camp is the simple
questicn, “Who is coming to
camp?” You may not have specific
names of persons at the time of
your planning, but it is essential io
make an adequate generaiization.

Age level is one factor which is
usually known. Planning for junior
age is certainly different than for
senicr high youth. Most church
camps are coed, but if you shouid
have a camp for all.boys or all
girls, the planning can be different
in a number of areas.

An important element sometimes
overiooked in generalizing about
campers who wiil be attending
your camp is the spiritual and Bibie
knowiedge level.

And

ermons

Planning the program for a
church camp where potential
campers have had a short span of
time in the year-round church
proegram should be different than
when planning for campers who
have been in church most of their
lives,

If you are planning a camp for a
group of churches with a large bus
ministry and many of the children
from this scurce are likely to be at
camp, the planners must consider
this.

WRITE IT DOWN

A general awareness of who you
think will attend camp is going to
influence camp aims. You should
state your aims befere further
planning is done. Your camp
phitosophy will influence the kind
of aims you set forth.

The needs of those coming ‘o
camp must be given proper
consideration, |f you expect a large
number of unsaved campers,
empbhasis on evangelism shouid be
high. If you are planning for
campers who have been to camp
several summers, are reguiar
church attenders and have pro-
fessed a born again expetience in
Christ, your planning will likely be
mere along the lines of Christian
growth.

It is extremely important that
you setf down your aims in writing.
The aims should cover what you
hope to accomplish in such areas



as small-group siudy sessions,
large assemblies, recreation time
and the cabin group. Your aims
will determine the approach you
take in ail aspects of your camp
program.

STRUCTURE THE PROGRAM

Program is in reality all that
happens at camp. Even those
events that occur (a frog in the
counselor’s bed) which you did not
schedule become part of your pro-
gram whether desired or not.

The more thoroughly you plan
the iess likely you are to have un-
gesirable program features
develop. Good programming is
flexible and allows room for
spontaneity. But at the same time
the program is so structured as to
avoid inappropriate programming
that may develop if ail of the time
is not accounted for in your
planning.

Designing a program for camp is
more comprehensive than for any
other type of activity in the church.,
You must consider the total per-
son, the total day and the multiple
of days. A person’s needs
regarding the physical, emotional,
mental, social and spiritual must
be considered in planning for
camp.

It is just as imporiant to plan for
enjoyable, nuiritional meals as it is
to plan for an interesting, inspira-
tional Bible hour. When physical
needs are adequately met (salve
for mosquito bites), campers are
more open and receptive to input
in study session, teaching and
preaching, and personal
counseling.

HAND-PICK PERSONNEL

Personnel might well be defined
as people. Your program planning
will set the stage based on your
aims, but it must have people for
implementation. One of the plusses
in planning your program weil in
advance is that you have time to
select the persons needed for the
jobs.

The personnel for your camp
should be selected with regard to
your camp philosophy, your aims
and the specifics of your program.

Look at individuals in regard to
what you want them to do and not
at how ouistanding they may be in
other areas,

A persen capable of preaching a
great sermon may or may not be a
suitable counselor for a cabin of
energy-packed teenagers.

Job descriptions written out for
each job at camp including dish-
washer, life guard, counselor and
the like will be heipful in defining
your needs. Each person employed
whether volunieer or paid should
be given a copy of his job descrip-
tion.

When both parties of an agree-
ment understand what is expected,
accountability ¢can be defined and
performance may be more easily
measured. In many church camps
the workers are largely volunteer,
but each person should feel his
responsibility as though he or she
were to be paid a large salary.

SELECT
PRACTICAL CAMPSITE

Visit the facility you are going to
use for your camp. If you have a
choice of sites, select in view of
your aims and basic program
plans. If you have no choice, plan
your program with the specific
facility in mind.

Even though you are quite
familiar with the camp you are
going to use, a walk-through before
planning will refresh your mind. A
look at previous camp programs at
a particular site might bring to light
problem areas that need to be con-
sidered when planning your
program.

Careful planning can often turn
an obstacle into a pius factor or at
least neutralize its effect on your
program. Likewise a problem
ignored in planning can become
insurmountable at the last minute.
The site should be supportive of
your program and made to work to
your advantage.

PROMOTE, RECRUIT
AND PUSH

Camp is for people and not for
empty seats and empty beds. It is
not enough to anncunce camp

dates and expect a flood of regis-
trations,

The amount of promotion
needed will vary depending on the
year-round emphasis that is given
to camp. There are many activities
provided for our youth today which
compete with the church's
program. A well planned and
executed camp program has much
good to offer, and effort should be
given fo the geal of filling every
available registration.

In a denominational camp each
church involved shouid give
specific attention to recruiting
campers. Do not wait untif a week
or two from the camp dates to
promote. Make the emphasis long-
term and provide means for each
child to attend.

This may be done by setting up
a camp fund in the church. Ask
parents who can afford it to con-
tribute the full amount of a
camper’'s cost. Invite support from
those who do not have camp age
children to contribute toward the
cost of campers who cannot afford
the fee.

Use this fund to pay the way for
every person registering for camp,
and no child is embarrassed by
having to ask that his way be paid.

INSIST ON FOLLOW-UP

Carefui planning will insure the
camp week wili go smoothly. There
will be some unexpected situations
to deal with and some problems
you expected but hoped wouldn't
show up. However, if you have
planned well, you will be able to
deal effectively with most things
that come along.

While you may rightfully antici-
pate certain results during the
week, the job is not over with the
last day of camp. Should you be
fortunate enough to conduct a
camp lasting for two weeks instead
of one, you wiil achieve far greater
results. Most of our one-week
camps only make a beginning.

In either case there is a respon-
sibility for follow-up. In a
denominational camp it should be
possibte to place a large part of
the burden for follow-up on the

=)
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By Staff

The Nationai Association of Free
Will Baptists raises its banners in a
state rich with denominational heri-
tage July 15-19 when the 43rd
annual session convenes in Char-
lotte, North Carolina. Leaders pre-
dict an attendance upsurge from
last year's 3500 plateau. Free Will
Baptists from 40 siates are watch-
ing downtown Charlotte where the
five-day gathering will unfold at the
new $10 million doliar Civic Center,

Delegates are scheduled to
analyze reports from all national
boards and commissions, vote on
pertinent resolutions, establish poli-
cies furthering the Kingdom’'s work
next year through denominational
outreach and fellowship around the
word.

This is the fourth time in 34 years
North Carolina has hosted the na-
tional convention, the fast occasion
14 years ago (1985) in Raleigh.
North Carolina also welcomed the
1959 convention to Asheviile and
the 1945 session to Middlesex. The
task of hosting the 43rd annual
meeting is shared by 26,200
members in 177 churches of the
hine associations comprising the
North Carolina Association of Free
Will Baptistis.

Meeting simultaneously with the
National Association is the National
Youth Conference. Attendance for
the Sunday night keynote service at
NYC '79 is expected to reach 4000,
Officials anticipate 3000 youth
registrants in Charlotte,

The Waoman's National Auxiliary
Convention conducis their one-day
annual conclave Tuesday, July 17.

Cradled in the heart of Chariotte’s
business district, the sprawling Civic
Center is 134,000 square feet of
versatility. The Civic Center is
direcily connected to the 381-room

convention headguarters hotel,
Radisson Plaza. It also connects to
40 shops and service establish-
ments in a fully-enclosed Qverstrest
Mall.

Almost 60 percent of the entire
national population lives within a
650-mile radius of Charlotte. Getting
into the 1979 convention city will be
no problem. Charlotte ranks 21st na-
tionally in the number of scheduled
airline flights with 155 flights daily in
and out of Douglag Airport. The
city’s bragging rights include 233
days of sunshine yearly to highilight

-
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PIONEER LAYMAN, G. W, CLOUD,
HOME WITH THE LORD

ORANGE PARK, FL—George Wes-
tey Cloud, 87, died February 9. Fu-
neral services were conducted Feb-
ruary 12 at Edgewood Chapel with
Reverends W. L. Collins pastor of
Grace Free Will Baptist Church and
Amos E. Acree, Jr., officiating. inter-
ment followed in Melbourne City
Cemetery, Melbourne, Florida.

Brother Cloud was born March
10, 1891. He served the Lord 73
years since his conversion Tuesday
evening July 12, 1905, in a “pro-
fracted meeting’' at Marianna. Bro-
ther Cioud was ordained as a dea-
con in 1926 after he helped organize
First Free Wilt Baptist Church, Jack-
sonvitle. This was one of 13 Free
Will Baptist church organizations in
‘which the energetic Cloud partici-
pated.

He was one of the most familiar
faces at Free Wiil Baptist National
Conventions, having missed only
four since 1935, Brother Cioud was
present at missionary to India Laura
Belle Barnard’s commissioning ser-
vice in 1935. Deacon G. W. Cloud
was elected Florida State Associa-
tion's clerk-treasurer in 1955. He
served effectively on local, state
and national levels.

Brother Cloud is survived by his
wife, Mrs. Leah Cloud; two daugh-
ters, Mrs. Marjorie Norton and Mrs.
Vera Acree; a son, Norman J. Cloud:
seven grandchildren; and three
great grandchildren.

He was a member of First Free
Will Baptist Church, Melbourne,

G, W. Cloud

FREE WILL BAPTIST
BOOK DEALERS MEET

NASHVILLE, TN—The National As-
sociation of Free Will Baptist Book
Dealers met in Nashville, Tennes-
see, March 14-18, 1979 at Randall
House Publications. Twelve Book
Stores representing 10 states sent
personnel for the annual spring
gathering according to Aiton Love-
less, President. Loveless is manager
of Ambassador Bible Book Store,
Columbus, Ohio.

Resource experts from five com-
panies—Arbor Distributors, Land-
mark Music Distributors, Moody
Press, Scripture Press and Standard
Publishing Company—delivered
seminars involving market trends,
telephone and mait sales, inventory
control, benefits from music distrib-
uiorg, selling overhead, Bibies and
reference books.

The book dealers shared round
table discussions and monthly sales
planning as well as Chiidren’s
Church materials. They later dis-
cussed keeping store records, in-
creasing curricuium sales and semi-
nar survivai,

A mailgram was received from
John Bass of Christian Book Seliers
Association congratulating Wayne
Spruill, manager of Randall Book
Store, for completing the examina-
tion to become a certified member
bookselier of CBA.

Association membership is open
to retail and whotesale outlets seli-
ing to stores or the public, as long as
the outlets are owned by Free Will
Baptist organizations or Free Will
Baptist members subscribing to the
policy and by-laws of the associa-
tion.

ADDRESSES WANTED

The Board of Retirement is
compiling the names and mail-
ing addresses of our retired
ministers and ministers’
widows., You can help by send-
ing the names of those living in
your area. Send the list to:
Board of Retirement, P.O. Box
1088, Nashville, TN 37202,

REV. VIRGIL FLORENCE,
CHURCH ORGANIZER, DIES

TULSA, OK —
Rev. Virgil A,
Florence, 72,

died February 22
in Tulsa after an
extended illness.
Funeral services
were conducted
February 24 in
Shellenbarger &
Free Will Baptist Church, Bixby, with
Reverends Roy Thomas and Ron
Smallen officiating. Interment was in
Greeley, Colorado.

Brother Florence was born Christ-
mas day, 1906, near Haskell,
Oklahoma, in Coweta County Indian
Territory. He entered the ministry
September 25, 1931, During his 48
years in the puipit, Rev. Florence or-
ganized six Free Will Baptist
churches,

He founded Duck Creek FWB
Church, Mounds, Oklahoma: Qak
Grove FWB Church, Watonga, Okla-
homa; Bixby FWB Church, Bixby,
Oklahoma; Broken Arrow FWB
Church, Broken Arrow, Oklahoma:
Klamath Falls FWB Church,
Klamath Falis, Oregon; and assisted
in the Greeley, Colorado, mission
work,

Brother Florence's ministry ex-
tended to 11 states. Six men con-
veried under his preaching were or-
dained as Free Will Baptist ministers:
Winston Lawless, Fresno, California:
Harley Bennett, Pocatello, idaho:
Bill Ketchum, Bixby, Oklahoma; Roy
Thomas, Nashville, Tennessee: Bob
Thomas, Greeley, Colorado: and
Bob L. Thomas, Concord, California.

He is survived by his wife, Mrs.
Elector Morgan Fiorence, Bixby,
Oklahoma (his first wife, Mae Peck
Florence, died August 31, 1978);
one sister, Mrs. Lura Gebhart, Tulsa,
Oklahoma; two brothers, Rev. |, L.
Florence, Lebanon, Missouri and
Lonnie Fiorence, Kennedale, Texas:
two s0ns, Leon Florence, Anaheim,
California and Carol Wayne Flor-
ence, Paimer, Alaska; one daughter,
Mrs. Rosa Lee Thomas, Greeley,
Colorado; four grandchildren and
three great grandchildren.

=)
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2000 ATTEND FWBBC CONFERENCE

NASHVILLE, TN—The f{argest
crowd in history attended Free Will
Baptist Bible Coliege’s annual Bibie
Conference March 11-15, heard out-
standing preaching and honored Dr.
L. C. Johnsen in the year of his re-
tirement from the presidency of the
coliege. Visitors and college person-
nel filled the Activities Building and
utilized overfiow facitittes for most
services. Approximately 2,000 at-
tended the Wednesday morning pro-
gram honoring Dr. Johnson's 34-
year ministry at the college.

Conference speaker Evangelist
Jim Mercer delighted and challenged
his audiences. Dr. Stanley Outiaw,
FWBBC Bible professor delivered a
series of practical messages from
the ministry of Elijah. The Reverend
Jack Stallings, pastor of Collinswood
FWB Church, Portsmouth, Virginia,
directed his preaching to FWBBC
students in messages that were tai-
lored in content and delivery. Presi-
dent Johnson praised the preaching
at this year's conference, calling i
‘'some of the best we have had,"

Two programs were presented
honoring Dr. Johnscn. Some 400
alumni met on Tuesday afternoon
and about 2,000 Free Will Baptisis
gathered for a service on Wednes-
day morning.

The alumni meeting at Nashville’s
Hyatt Regency Hotel featured sever-
al speakers and climaxed with the
presentation of a Toyota pickup
truck, purchased by alumni, to Dr,
Johnson.

Alumni banguet speakers remi-

nisced about memories they had of
Dr. Johnson. Among the contribut-
ing speakers were Rev. Paul Kette-
man, Mrs. Geraldine Hali, Rev.
Luther Gibson, Rev. Bayless Mg-
Donald and Dr. Charies Thigpen.
Family members—Mrs. Ruth John-
son and Mary Nell Beck—gave
special insights into the man bheing
honored.

The gift pickup truck was driven
into the banquet hall at the time ofits
presentation. Rev. Billy Bevan,
Alumni Association president, pre-
sented the vehicle to Dr. Johnson
and gave Mrs, Johnson an cii por-
trait of Dr. Johnson and herself.

The Wednesday morning program
was heid at War Memorial Auditor-
ium in downtown Nashville, it fea-
tured vignettes of Dr. Johnson's life,
presentied in brief dramatic sket-
ches and narrated pictorial se-
guences,

At its conclusion, Rev. Randy Cox,
chairman of the board ¢f trustees,
gave Dr. Johnson the keys to a new
automobile and presenied a cuckoo
clock to Mrs. Johnson. Bobby
Floars, trustee and finance
chairman of the Friends to Honor
Dr. Johnson Committee, presented
the honoree with a check for over
$6,200 from his many friends.

Responding to a standing ovation
from the crowd, Dr. Johnson said
that he felt Free Wili Baptists were
in a unique position in this age to be
used by God. He urged the denomi-
nation to stay close to the Lord in
these days.

$1.60 PER CAPITA
GIVING TO FWBBC

NASHVILLE, TN—Director of Public
Relaticns Paul J. Ketteman said
here that naticnal per capita giving
to Free Will Baptist Bible College by
denominational constituents aver-
aged $1.60 for 1977-78.

Ketteman analyzed that more
than 75 percent of the nearly 2500
churches were not supporting the
college on a regular basis. He saw
this as evidence of a bright future for
FWEBC as more churches become
aware of the importance of equip-
ping young people at the college.

Almost $509,000 in gift income
was given the school in 1977-78, a
four percent increase over the pre-
vious year. Mr. Ketteman says there
are good reasons behind the fact
FWBBC has been able to hold costs
down and yet consistently increase
enrollment.

He cited ‘“‘numerous specialized
or scientific fields demanding ex-
pensive equipment, teacher tenure,
waste in  spending, unneeded
personnel fostered by demanding
government programs and the
expense of maintaining intercollegi-
ate sports’” as factors foreign to
FWBBC's program,

Student body increase at FWBBC,
unlike that of a secuiar coliege, is
not linked with birth-rate but with
church growth and spiritual climate.
As the dencmination has built more
churches since 1942, giving to the
college soared from $9,600 yeariy to
more than a half million dollars.

Dr. & Mrs. L. C. Johnson

21/CONTACT/May 79












First FWB Church, Dayton, OH, has com-
pieted construction of a bus garage accord-
ing to Pastor Hobart Ashby.

Morning worship services at Grace FWB
Church, Lake City, SC, were broadcast live
on radio station WJOT February 18 and 25.
Pastor Mircheal Jones also spoke five time in
a February 26-March 2 revivat during morn-
ing devotion time at the radio station. He
reports plans to broadcast worship services
four times in June and July,

A delightful collection of poetry, prose and
letters has been printed in a small bcok titied
Gathered Crumbs. |t is basically a compila-
tion of writings by Ray Jackson who died at
26 but was an outstanding layman even at
that young age. Ray was a brother of Ronn
Jackson, pastor of North Modesto FWB
Church, Modesto, CA. The book which sells
for $2.25 was edited by Theresa Jackson.
Copies can be ordered from 1808 Elder Lane,
Modesto, CA, 95355.

We're afraid 10 probe very far into this next
item, but according o Pastor Billy Bevan, the
“world's largest pillow fight” took place at
the fellowship hall of Tupelo FWB Church,
Tupelo, MS, on Saturday night, February 24.

It isn't often that a pastor uses part of his
mid-week reminder to write a note to a thief,
Pastor Dennis Wiggs of First FWB Church,
Beaufort, NC, included the following message
for the unknown culprit: *'You who broke into
the church and stole God’'s money, don’t
spend it but repent and bring it back. Be sure
your sins will find you out.”

That talk you hear cropping up occasgional-
ly about the young people taking over the
churches is aill true. Leaders ai First FWB
Church, Blakely, GA, stepped down from
their positions of authority on January 28 and
aliowed youth ranging in ages from primary
through teens ¢ participate in a speciat youth
Sunday. According to Pastor Roger Russaell,
the youngsters did everything from receiving
the offering to singing special music to
sounding out responsive readings.

Union FWB Church, Wheelersburg, CH,
sponsored a Bethel Bibte Institute Day and
gave a $700 cash offering o Institute busi-
ness manager Dick Van Hoaose, guest for the
day. Several members of Union Church
pledged monthly contributions to BBI. Calvin
Evans pastors.

The prayer meeting crowd at East Mash-
ville FWB Church write a mailgram ietter
each week to one of the foreign missionartes,
Members share prayer requests and each
person signs his name as good wishes and
prayers are speeded to Free Will Baptists in
far away fields. The Nashville, TN, congrega-
tion initiated this action without the leader-
ship of a pastor.

Pastor Ron Knight and members of First
FWB Church, Vero Beach, FL, were under-
standably excited when they finally named a

contractor to build the new sanctuary they so
desperately needed. Knight reports, "We are
really looking forward to the new Sunday
schooi space to be made available in our old
sanctuary,”

An unusual ordination service was con-
ducted at Marvin Chapel FWB Church,
Martanna, FL, January 6. The chiet jailer of
Jackson County Florida was ordained as a
Free Will Baptist deacon. Pastor Buford
Pierce assisted in the ordination ceremony.

Stanley Konopinski, member of Sunny
Lane FWB Church, Del City, OK, was elected
chaplain of the Cklahoma City Police Depart-
ment. Konopinski is an ordained Free Wiil
Baptist minister and graduate of Hillsdale
FWB Coliege, Moore. Re is employed by the
state of Oklahoma as a police officer and
assigned to the third largest children's hos-
pital in the United States. Frank Wiley
pastors Sunny Lane Church.

CONTACT welcomes Lifeline, publication
of First FWB Church, Denver, CO. Howard
Gwartney pastors.

North  Carclina  minister-al-large, Guy
Owens, conducted a four-day revivat in Feb-
ruary at Victory FWB Church, Goldsboro,
NC, and cnly preached twice. Pastor George
Lee said the number of sermons was reduced
somewhat because of 10 inches of uncooper-
ative snow.

Home missicnary Bob Lewis, Barhams-
ville, VA, says he became especially con-
cerned about barren aitars and fruitlessness
in his work. He called Trymon Messer,
associate director of Home Missions Depari-
ment, for a special revival. Lewis reports nine
conversicns in one day, eight of them adults.

Between March 15 and March 19 the Free
Will Baptist Bible College choir gave per-
formances in 11 churches in three states.
The choir travelled to Alabama, Georgia and
Fiorida.

A family seminar was conducted at First
FWB Church, Poteau, OK, February 16 and
17 by Edwin and Donna Wade, Edwin Wade
is dean at Hillsdale Free Wiil BaptistCollage,
Moore, OK. The seminar deak with the Chris-
tian family and its relationships. Richard
Galiant pastors.

Pastor Ken Dodson reports a new ministry
begun at Fourth FWB Church, Mapiewood,

Mahke you'r

MO, Some members bring residents from a
locat nursing home to Sunday services even
though the nursing home folks are wheel-
chair-bound. Two ladies have followed the
Lo¥d in baptism.

Plans are well under way 1o rebuild. But the
fact remains that the congregation of Plea-
sant Home FWB Church, Mountain Grove,
MO, was unable to meet for their final service
of 1978, A devastating fire completely des-
troyed the church and ail its contenis in a pre-
dawn fire Sunday, December 31. Vandon Lee
Easter pasicrs.

A preachers’ seminar was conducted April
2-4 at Missouri FWB Youth Camp. Promotion-
al Secretary Clarence Burton and Pastor
James McAllister were rescurce persons.

North Carolina Free Will Baptists have suc-
cessfully completed their $350,000 project
for Free Wil Baptist Bible College according
¢ Director of Development Ronaid Creech.
The North Carolina drive underwrcte the
college’s Activities Building.

Thanks 1o the faithfulness of people doing
much of the work themselves, a new auditori-
um has been completed at Trinity FWB
Church, LaGrange, NC. The auditorium seats
250 people. Earl Hanna pastors.

When J. E. Tennant went to Rachel’s FWB
Church, Laurel, NC, in 1976, there were only
six members. Eighteen months later the con-
gregation dedicated a new building seating
over 200.

Mrs. Lasse Wells is a 67-year-oid Canton,
NC, widow who has a special ministry ail her
own at local nursing homes. Just over a year
ago, Mrs. Wells began praying for a car be-
cause the one she was using simply refused
to run. The Lord heard Mrs, Weils' prayers
and nudged both Pastor Larry Hughes and
members of Canton FWB Church about her
need. Thanks fo the generous congregation
Mrs. Wells was given a '72 Buick Skylark. She
is a charter member of Canton Church and
has taught the beginners class for 35 years,

Six young men have answered ihe calf to
preach at Caivary FWB Church, Jackson-
vilie, NC. FPastor James Avery said five of the
six will enter Free Will Baptist Bible College in
August.

Churches subscribing to the Free Wil Bap-
tist bulletin service are provided with once-
quarterly inserts of the Courier, a new publi-
cation originating with and ediled by Larry
Hampton, editorial manager of Sunday
Scheool and Church Training Department,
Nashville, TN. Courfer features news flashes,
homespun wit and mini-editorials. A

National Convention hotel
reservations early!
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By Catherine Judd

She is called a "“‘mother of Israel”
and ‘'blessed above women.”” She
left the security of her husband's
home and braved the dangers and
discomforts of .a battlefield. She
delivered God’s message to unify
and break the yoke of oppression,
And she sang praises to the great
God of Heaven when the task was
compiete,

But who was Deberah? Who was
this woman of faith and courage
who flashes across the pages of
Hebrew history and disappears—
who iudged [srael, led her to victory
and enjoyed ‘“‘rest in the land for
forty years''?

She was a woman, a wife, most
likely a mother. She was a working
mother in the years before there
was such a thing. She left her home
every merning and sat beneath the
palm tree of Deborah delivering
judgments necessary to the affairs
of israel. Her husband was Lapi-
doth, but the Scripture is silent
about what he did or how he felt
about his wife’s involvement in the
politics of the nation.

She was a prophetess—a woman
in personal touch with Ged. She re-
ceived and delivered the messages
of God to His people. She was a wo-
man of great faith. Alt around her
was a world groveling in sin and
apostasy. Every day came news of
further defeats and insults by the
heathen tribes oppressing Israel.















