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DIVORCE {from page 3)

God hath joined together, let not
man put asunder,” is still today His
divine way.

Granted, neither adultery nor
fornication should ever occur in
anyone's life, but where it does,
there should be Christian forgive-
ness and healing. is anything that
happens between two married
people sufficient grounds to tear
up a home, wreck the children's
lives and tear apart two people
who cnce so loved each other they
pledged unending loyalty “‘until
death do us part”'?

“Yes, but you write from pure
idealism, and not from cold hard
facts,” objects someone who has
had the bitter experience of
divorce. Most certainly. | admit
that the above is somewhat
“idealistic,” but no one can ever
say that it is not also Christian and
realistic.

[t is within the bounds of Ged's
loving and redeeming power to do
just this for any unfortunate couple
where each will surrender to God
and let Him work out the problems.
| know a dear couplie who have
been three times in the shadows of
the divorce couris. But now,
through forgiveness and God'’s
redeeming grace, they are a happy
couple with sweet happy children
and they are engaged in the Lord's
work.

It can be done, if only people
will allow it to be done for them by
God's grace and power,

SEVEN
ANTI-DIVORCE PRINCIPLES

Consider these further reasons
why one should not get a divorce if
it can be avoided:

Many divorced couples have
gone to an empty, cold house with
a broken heart and shattered
hopes, and to weeping and sorrow
they never quite overcome. Years
tater, living alcne, the woman cries
herself to sleep now and then and
dreams of the memories of better
days.

““Oh, that's only a neurotic who
would do that after years, isn’t it?"”
Not on your life! You just don’t

know the millions who have suf-
fered from the fate of divorce.

Many a man has married again,
only to find out the "sweet litile
thing’' that tripped him up and
wrecked his marriage was not a
“sweet little thing'* at all, after the
marriage, She was a tiger in the
kitchen and a lousy, cold lover in
the bedrcom!

She became a demanding,
snarling money-grabber every time
his pocket book was cpen. How
many hours he has spent wishing
for the good oid days when he was
happy with his first wife, nc one
wilt ever know but God Who keeps
all our secrets inviclate.

Oh, no, it's not all sunshine and
roses in the second marriages that
occur following divorces.

One should realize, too, that
often the hoped for marriage after
divorce does net so easily occur.
Often the poor girt who is left
behind with children is not sought
for by engaging young men.

Divorce is an emotional-shaiter-
ing experience no matter how easy
each tries to make it on the other,
One or both parties are bound to
feel that they have utterly failed in
one of {ife’s most important
ventures. This often brings a sense
of futility and anger to the persons
in such a state of mind. It leaves
them less capable of surviving
successfully other shocks of life
that are bound to come.

No marriage, however happy, is
free from all stresses and strains,
All marriages must survive bad
situations at times. ""No two in-
telligent people ever yet lived
together who did not disagree,"”
said a wise man. Overcoming the
unpieasantnesses of a marriage is
one of the things that make
marriages stronger, not weaker,

Youth has been badly brain-
washed by these perfectly ideal
marriages on television which are
by no means realistic. The facts
are quite to the contrary in all suc-
cessful marriages. Stop demanding
perfection of each other and start
working out your problems, and
your marriage will become heatthy
in no tfime at ali.

Couples should face the brutal
facts that statistics show where
there is one divorce in a second

marriage, there is about a 60 per-
cent likelihood that this marriage
also will end in failure. And where
both parties in a second marriage
are divorced, there is about a 75
percent chance this marriage will
also end in divorce. Third marri-
ages run even higher risks.

Any married couple, no matter
how bad the situation has become
between them, can mend their
marriage and make it successful-
if they are both willing to forgive
and forget the past and start
working together to build a happy
marriage. There is no love like
tender first love.

Most divorces result from teen-
age marriages or from that other
sad fact, that one or both of the
couple has seen someone else
they prefer to live with. If they wiil
renounce their sinful pursuits and
seek God for forgiveness and sal-
vation and siart again on the new
pathway, they can build a
permanently happy marriage and
home.,

Consider the children. They get
the worst end of the situation in
every divorce. Even if the couple
wait until the chiidren are all grown
and gone away from home, they
still suffer humiliation, embarrass-
ment and disappointment from the
parents' divorce,

Divorce should only be granted
where one or both pariners have
become gross fornicators,
aduiterers and where the brutality
and insane actions of one or both
make the marriage impossible to
carry out as God intended.

Even then if they would repent,
turn o God and be saved, the
marriage couid be restored to
happiness and success. Sinful
selfishness, wicked lust after
another person, greed, spitefulness
and hatefulness are at the bottom
of almost every divorce.

Repentance and turning to God,
forgiving each other and ac¢cepting
God's grace can heal any marriage
going on the rocks.

Try it

ABOUT THE WRITER: Dr. Wiltiam Deal
holds the M.A. and Th.D. degrees. He has
writterr 30 books, hundreds of articles and
features for many magazines and papers
and is a California state licensed counselor
in Marriage, Family and Youth Relations. A















By Charles Thigpen

erhaps everyone who reads

these words professes to

believe in biblical separation,
Just what does this sort of separa-
tion mean? Does it mean that
women must wear their hair in
buns and men must grow beards
and wear biack hats and suits? is
separation just a system of ““thou
shalt nots’'? What kind of persons
will we be if we hold to biblical
separation?

One of the best places to begin
this subject is by defining biblical
separation. There is a two-fold as-
pect of separation taught in the
Word of God. God’s peopie are to
be separated “unto” God and
“from’ the world or from whatever
is contrary to the mind of God.

God desires the full ailegiance
and identification of His people
with Himself. in the conversion ex-
perience, God clothes us with His
righteousness, puts His peace in
our hearts and gives us the Holy
Spirit to live in our hearts. This
union with the Lord is 50 compiete
that such persons are spoken of in
the Bibie as being one spirit with
the Lord.

[t does not seem improper then
for the Lord, who has so
dramatically and thoroughly
changed us, 1o insist that we
exemplify this separation unto Him
by life and character.

SEPARATICN’S OTHER SIDE

The other side of separation is
that the believer is to be separated
from evil. Scofieid says, ... ina
moral universe, it is impossible for

The

Separation

Principle

God to fully bless and use His chil-
dren who are in compromise or
complicity with evil.” Paul speaks
of this as ''the unegual yoke," and
clearly commands believers not to
be so joined to unbelievers.

Paul uses many contrasts in |
Corinthians six to show the vast
difference between the believer
and the unbeliever. The believer is
righteous, the unbeliever unright-
gous. The one is light and the other
is darkness. The other contrasts
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are Christ—Belial, the believer—
the infidel, the temple of God—
idols.

God is here stressing that He
has changed us to be like Himself,
therefore, He expects us to refrain
from yoking up with those who
would in any way cause us io lose
our Christian identity and distinc-
tiveness. Certainly this is not too

>
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t0 a correct position. This is Paul's
admonition in Galatians 8:1,

Brethren, if 2 man be overlaken in a
fault, ye which are spiritual, restore
such an one in the spirit of meek-
ness; considering thyself, lest thou
also be tempted.

Stringent, pointed, tireless effort
shouid be exercised to, hopefully,
bring restoration o this person.
When this efforf to restore fails, we
have no alternative but to withdraw
from him.

Church laypeople should be alert
and biblically knowledgeabie. if a
pastor departs from the funda-
mental truths of the Bible, spiritual
leaders in the congregation should
seek to bring him back.

Pastors should be prayerfully
alert in considering one ancther.
Care should be exercised at ail
fevels when examining candidates
for deacons and ministers, Pastors
should be especially careful before
joining ministerial alliances with
those who hold unbiblical views.

Churches should exercise ex-
treme caution before joining or
participating in "joint"” Thanks-
giving services or united days of
prayer with other churches whose
biblical positions are incorrect.

God has insisted that His people
be a people of biblical doctrine, a
people of pure lives and a people
who separate themseives from
those who are unbelievers. God
has separated us '"‘unto’’ Mimself
in the conversion experience. We
must be diligent in separating our-
selves from ali known sin and from
any behavior contrary to God's
Word, We must remember that our
separation includes being separate
from those who hold unbiblical
views on essential doctrines as
welt as from unbelievers.

This is never an easy thing to do
but surely it is a rewarding experi-
ence. Please consider the toving,
tender words from our Heavenly
Father to ali who separate them-
selves from those who
compromise essential doctrines in
belief or behavior, He says, "' will
receive you, and will be a Father
unte you, and ye shall be my sons
and daughters, saith the Lord
Almighty™ {li Corinthians 6:17b-18).

ABCUT THE WRITER: Dr. Charles Thigpen
is president of Free Wil Baptist Bible
Coliege, Nashville, Tennessee. A

Light on Lije’s
Questions ...

QUESTIQN: | graduated
from a Free Wiil Baptist
coliege. Now [ want to at-
tend seminary and earn a
Master’s degree, but there
is no Free Will Baptist
graduate school. What
should | do? Should | at-
tend a non-Free Will Bap-
tist seminary?

By Wade T. Jernigan

ANSWER: Denominational leaders have
moved aimost toco cautiously in the field of
education. As late as the mid-1940’s leading
Free Will Baptists advocated that two-year
schooling would afford enough education and
training for ministers and missicnaries. Those
wanting to continue through a four-year pro-
gram were generally discouraged.

This gradually changed and a four-year col-
iege program was inaugurated. Much reluc-
tance has been evidenced on the part of the
denomination's educational leaders. Those
who should have been at the forefront in this
matter of education (seminary ¢or graduate
school) have tried o discourage what seems
to be a grassroots movement for a graduate
program,

At the same time, these leaders have
directed our young ccllege graduates to
schoois that have at the least tainted their
thinking with Calvinism and other errors.

There is at this time great promise for a
graduate school. In 1980, a program is to be
proposed. It is hoped that our educators will
back the program and help establish the
school.

n the meantime a desiring student could
wait or else go to a seminary which is known
for its advocacy of truth. There are any
number of reputable schools in America. Care
should be taken in selection as there are
some schools that would throw a cloud of sus-
picion around the student and cause him diffi-
culties within the denomination.

Readers may address their questions to Mr. Jernigan at P.O. Box 1088, Nashville, Tennes-
see 37202. Please limit each question to one specific topic. There will be no perscnal corres-
pondence regarding those questions which are not used in the magazine. The column will not
necessarily be considered the official voice of the dencrmination relative to the probiems in-

volved.
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PROGRAM (from page 13)

1:.00 WNAC State Presigents, Field
Workers and Executive Commitiee

Radisson Hotel
Gold Room, B &C

1:30 GENERAL BOARD Meeting Civic Center
Reconvenes Section F
1:30-2:30 EDUCATICONAL SEMINARS
"Christ’'s Mandate: Teach the Civic Center
Church' — Sections D & E
Dougias J. Simpson
""Baptism of the Holy Spirit"” — Civic Center

Leroy Forlines Sections G&H

“"How to Plan an Effective Civic Center
Layman's Day'' - Plaza Level
Presiding: Bill Creel
2:00 EXHIBIT AREA OPEN Civic Center
Section A
3:00-4:00 EOUCATIONAL SEMINARS
“'Promoting a Growing Sunday Civic Center
School”— Plaza Leve!
Connie Cariker
“'Exercising Authority in the Civic Center
Home"' — Auditorium
Charles Hampton
4:05 Mass Aduit Choir Practice Civic Center
Auditerium
5:00 WNAC FELLOWSHIP DINNER Civic Center
Speaker: Kay Arthur Plaza Levet
5:00 Men's Chorale Practice Civic Center
Auditorium
MONDAY EVENING/July 16
7:00 WORSH!IP SERVICE Civic Center
Auditorium

Presiding; Bill Jones
Song Service: |, L, Stanley
Special Music: Mass Aduit Choir

Session Called to Order and
Moderator introduced:
Waldo Young, Clerk

Report of Committee on Committees:
Bobby Jackson, Moderator

Weicome to Charlotte, North Carotina
Henderson Belk, Belk Store Services

Offertory: Lindsay Terry

Special Music: Mini Gongcert, Lindsay Terry
Nan Fulcher

MESSAGE: ""Walking in the Spirit"'
Charles Thigpen

9:00 SessionRecessed (Exhibit Area Open)

Civic Center
Auditorium

9:00 Instrumental Ensemble Practice

Paul Thompson Charies Thigpen

9:00 Youth Sacial Activities
(See National Youth Program.)

10:00 Exhibit Area Closeg

TUESDAY MORNING/July 17

7:00 FWB Music Ministries Breakfast
Speaker: Lindsay Terry

8:25-8:50 MORNING MANNA
Special Music: FWBBC Quartet
Bible Study: Guy Owens

00 WOMAN'S NATIONAL AUXILIARY
CONVENTION
Presiging: Clara Picirilli, President

9:00 Music and Arts Festival
{See Nationa! Youth Program)

9:30 Children’s Activities
(See Nationa! Youth Program)

9:30-10:30 EDUCATIONAL SEMINARS

"The Ministry of Associate
Pastors’—
James McAllister

“Helping Smali Churches
Grow' —
David Joslin
11:15 WNAC Missicnary Service
Message: Jimmy and Janie
Aldridge

State Leaders' Luncheocn
(By invitation)

TUESDAY AFTERNOON/July 17

1:00 Youth Competitive Finals and
Children’s Activities
(See National Youth Program.)

12:15

1:30 WNAC Reconvenes

1:30-2:30 EOUCATIONAL SEMINARS

“The Deacon's Authority™" -
J. 0. O'Donnell

“Organizing and Administrating a
Successiui Sunday School”——
Gene Parrisher

Gordon Sebastian

Ouality Inn

Civic Center
Plaza Level

Civic Center
Auditorium

Civic Center
Auditorium

Sheraton Cenler
Quatity inn

Sheraton Center
Quality inn

Civic Center
Section F

Civic Center
Plaza Level

Civic Center
Auditorium

Radisson Hotel
Mecklenburg

Sheraton Center
Quality Inn

Civic Center
Auditorium

Civic Center
Section F

Civic Center
Plaza Level



3:00-4:00 EDUCATICNAL SEMINARS

4:05

5:00

5:00

""The Pastor's Authority "' — Civic Center
Jack Staliings Plaza Level
“Planting and Growing a Civic Center
Free Will Baptist Church”— Section F
Roy Thomas
Mass Adult Choir Practice Civic Center
Auditorium
Instrumental Engembie Practice Civic Center
Plaza Levei
PASTOR'S DINNER Civic Center
Special Music: Blaine Hughes Plaza Level
Speaker: Robert Picirilii
Adventurer Banguet Quality Inn

Marco Pclo Room

TUESDAY EVENING/July 17

7:00 WORSHIP SERVICE Civic Center
Presiding: Richard Adams Auditorium
Song Service: Blaine Hughes
Speciai Music: The Watchmen Cuariet
Offertory: Rodney Whaley, trumpet
Special Music: Bili Gardner
MESSAGE: ""Ministering in the Spirit"’
Gordon Sebastian
9:00 Session Recessed (Exhibit Area Open)
9:00 Men's Chorale Practice Civic Center
Auditerium
9:30 Youth Banquet Sheraton Center
(See National Youth Program.) Omni Halt
10:00 Exhibit Area Closed
WEDNESDAY MORNING/July 18
7:00 Master's Men Breakfast Civic Center
Speaker: Detmer Priest Ptaza Level
8:25-8:50 MORNING MANNA Civic Center
Special Music: Vernon and Auditorium
Beth Whaley
Bible Study: Guy Owens
9:00-11:40 CONVENTION BUSINESS Civic Center
SESSION Auditorium

2.00

Moderator's Message: Bobby Jackson

Report of Credentials Committee and
Seating of Deiegates

Partial Report of General Board

Partial Report of Nominating Commitiee

REPORTS OF NATIONAL DEPARTMENTS

(Board members are elected at conclusion of

each report.)

*Home Missions and Church Extension: Roy Thomas
*Sunday School and Church Training: Roger Reeds
*Free Wiil Baptist Bible College: Charles Thigpen
*Foreign Missions: Roila Smith
*Retirement and Insurance: Herman Hersey

Sheraton Center
Omni Hail

NYC Recognition Assembly

12:00 RAEGISTRATICN closes
12:00 FWBBC Alumni Luncheon Civic Center
Piaza Level
WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON/July 18
12.30-5:30 Youth Special Event Excursion
{See Nationai Youth Program.)
1:45 CCNVENTICON REASSEMBLES Civic Center
Song Service: Blaine Hughes Auditorium
Devoticn: Clarence Burton
2:00 REPCRTS OF NATIONAL DEPARTMENTS
(continued)
*Master's Men Board: Loyd Oisan
*Execulive Office: Rufus Coffey
2:30 General Board Final Report
Partial Report of Nominating Committee
Etection of General Board Members
4:00 Business session recessed
5:00 Men’s Chorale Practice Civic Center
Auditorium
Instrumental Ensemble Practice Civic Center
Plaza Level

Delmer Priest

Edward Johns

Laverne Miley

WEDNESDAY EVENING/July 18

7:00

9:00

10:00

Civic Center
Auditorium

WORSHIP SERVICE

Presiding: Dan Merkh

Song Service: Blaing Hughes

Special Music: Men's Chorale,
Vernon Whaley, Director

Introduction of Missionaries:

Trymeon Messer

Special Music: Instrumental Ensemble
FWBBC Quartet
Carolyn McEvers

Oftertory: instrumental Ensemble

MESSAGE: “"Evangelizing in the
Spirit” — Laverne Mitey

Missions Offering: Roy Thomas
Session Recessed {(Exhibit Area Open)

Exhibit Area Closed
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MONDAY AFTERNQON/July 16
1:00-2:30 Bible Tic Tac Toe Winners #1
(continued)
Bible Tic Tac Toe Winners #2
{continued)
Bibie Bow! Winners #1 (continued)

Bible Bow! Winners #2 (continued)
1:00-3:30 DiscovereriLearner activities
1:00 Bible Memorization Program

Grade 1

2:15 Bible Memorization Program
Grade 2

2:30-5:30 Bibie Tic Tac Toe Consolation #1
Bible Tic Tac Toe Congolation #2
Bible Bowi Consolation #1
Bible Bowl Consolation #2

3:30 Bible Memorization Program
Grade 3

MONDAY EVENING/July 16

7:00 MAIN CONVENTION SERVICE

9:00 Adventurer atter-service activities

Youth after-service activities

TUESDAY MORNING/July 17

9:00 Music and Arts Assembly
ALL coaches and contestants

9:00-11:30 DiscoveriLearner activities

9:30 tMusic and Arts Section 1
{music)
Music and Arts Section 2
(music)
Music and Aris Section 3
{music)
Music and Arts Section 4
{oraf)
Music ang Arts Section 5
(oral)

12:00 LUNCH

Atlantic Room
Sheraton Center
Blue Ridge Room
Sheraton Center
Imperial RoomA& B
Quality Inp

Imperial Room C
Quality inn

Rooms 202-208
Quality Inn

Piedmont Room
Sheraton Center

Piedmont Room
Sheraton Center

Atlantic Room
Sheraton Center
Blue Ridge Room
Sheraton Cenler
Imperial RocmA&B
Quaiity inn

Imperial Room C
Quality Inn

Piedmont Room
Sheraton Center

Civic Center
Augitorium

Imperial Rcorn C
Quality Inn

Imperial Room A&B
Quality Inn

Piedmont Room
Sheraton Center

Rooms 202-208
Quatity inn

Imperial RoomA&B
Quality Inn

Atlantic Room
Sheraton Center
Biue Ridge Room
Sheraton Center
Imperial RocmC
Quality inn
Piedmont Room
Sheraton Center

TUESDAY AFTERNOON/July 17

1:00-2:45 Competitive Finals—
Bibie Sword Drill,
Bible Tic Tac Toe, Bible Bowl

3:00-4:30 Music ang Arts Section 6 {music)
Music and Arts Section 7 (music}

Music and Arts Section 8 (music)

5:00 Adventurer Banquet

7:00 MAIN CONVENTION SERVICE

9:30 Youth Banguet

WEDNESDAY MORNING/July 18

S:00 NYC Recognition Assembly

11:30 LUNCH

12:15 Preparatory

12:30-5:30 SPECIAL EVENT

5:30-6:15 Return to hotel

7:00 MAIN CONVENTION SERVICE

END OF CONFERENCE

HALES FRY

Carolina Center
Sheraton Center

Atlantic Room
Sheraicn Center
Blue Ridge Room
Sheratan Center
Imperial Room A &B
Quality Inn

MarcoPoloB & C
Quality Inn

Civic Center
Auditorium

Caralina Center
Sheraton Center

Carolina Center
Sheraton Center

Board buses
Sheraton Center

Excursion—
Carowinds

Civic Center
Auditorium

C. HAMPTON
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FREE WILL BAPTISTS
July 15-19, 1979 | Civic Center
Charlotte, North Carolina

LLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLL

All hotels provide free guest parking





















DIRECTORY
UPDATE

ARKANSAS

Bob Francis to First Church, Star
City from Home Mission work in Min-
nesota

Bobby Cox to Pine Hiil Church, Star
City

CALIFORNIA

Harry Hernandez (o Greenfield
Church, Greenfield

FLORIDA

Harvey Henderson to First Church,
Panama City from Corinth Church,
Midland City, AL

OKLAHOMA

Herbert Rogers to FEast Tulsa
Church, Tulsa

William Phillips to First Church,
Barnsdall

Bill Jones to Calvary Church,
Norman from Hillsdale FWB College,
Moore

Jack Markland to Cinginnati Church,
Tulsa

Earl Judd to OQilton Church, Oilton
from Community Chusch, Kiefer

SOUTH CAROLINA

Elro Driggers to Bethany Church,
Timmonsville from Woodbine Church,
Nashville, TN

TENNESSEE

Jim Walker 1o Woodbine Church,
Nashvilie from Bethel Church, South
Roxana, IL

OTHER PERSONNAL

Dave Chamberlin to First Church,
Jesup, GA, as minister of music and
youth

Jim Cock to First Church, Poteau,
OK, as associate pastor

Dwight Whitworth o Tupelo Church,
Tupelo, MS, as minister of music

Mlchngan

“Migsouri

New Mexico.
‘North Carolina

i Northwest Assoc,
b Oth o

Oiéia_l{_érh;f_i

Cémmx'ssnoh' on Theo-
lTogical Lnberahsm
her. Mmistrxes ;

$.17.138:85

82561
Te7719)
L He7.00)
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with how man finds answers to life's
basic questions. In humanism, man
does not receive knowledge from
God as *‘giver.”” Rather, man begins
with himself and seeks o discover
the answers to man's questions
without any message from God,

The farther humanism goes, the
more it becomes separated from the
influence of Christianity and the
greater conflicts which surface be-
tween Christian values and human-
ism. To the humanist man is on the
sea of life with no meaning. There
are no standards. Each person is a
faw unto himself.

[t is obvious the life styles of such
people must be drasticaily different
from Christians who receive mean-
ing and vaiues from God in the Bible.

The conflict over life styles in our
day arises out of far more than dit-
ferences In personal tastes. It
gmerges in many instances out of a
totally different view of man, life,
meaning and the uitimate source of
things,

fn ideals we have more flexibility
than in other vaiues. However, this
does not mean we can take an indif-
ferent attitude. We cannot approve
shabbiness and sloppiness. We can-
not afford to dress in such a way
that we lose respect of people even
though the dress may not be im-
moral.

If we expect to have an impact on
people, we must give attention to
making our appearance acceptable.
Clothing and hair styles frequently
have symbolic value. They may con-
vey a message contrary to the Chris-
tian message. If we could consider
clothing and hair styles apart from
their message, they might be harm-
less. But when they convey an un-
christian message, they are not
harmiess.

God says in Zephaniah 1:8, 1 wiil
punish . ., all such as are clothed in
strange apparel.” The strange
apparel referred to dressing like
members of a foreign nation. Such
dress separately considered might
have been alright, but it tended to
convey a sympathy for the ways of a
heathen nation and was thus for-
bidden.

We must be alert to the values
and influences behind what is
happening. &

RELIGIOUS
COMMUNITY

¢Ce
Iy

7

NEW TESTAMENT REQUIRED READING
FOR BRAZILIAN SCHOOL CHILDREN

SOUTH HOLLAND, IL {EF)—The Living New
Testament will soon be a required textbook
for 200,000 students in a smali Brazilian state
northeast of Rio de Janeiro. Professor
Edilson Amaral, secretary of education of the
rural state of Espirito Santo {meaning '‘state
of the Holy Spirit’") requested rerently that
the World Home Bible League print and
distribute 200,000 New Testaments to he
used 1o teach religion 1o public school
children aged 12 and older.

Many of the state’s 400,000 predominantly
Roman Catholic students have never owned
or read the Bible, particularly a modern para-
phrase wversion, according 1o the Rev.
Chester Schemper, South American director
of the World Home Bible League, head-
guartered in South Holland, liinois. One
hundred and eight pastors of the Brazilian
Baptist Convention agreed unanimously to
assist in placing the Bibles and in teaching
the religion courses.

Amaral, a member of the Brazilian Baptist
Church, requested the New Testaments for
his schoois after a similar program was
begun in the Rio de Janeiro school system.

Unlike the United States, where separation
of church and state regulations ban the use
of the Bible to teach religion in classrooms,
several South American countries have
sanctioned the use of New Testamenis as
teaching tools. The Worid Home Bible
League has also provided one million New
Testaments for the Bolivian school system
since 1974 after a Wycliffe Bible translator's
friendship with a colonel in the Bolivian army
resulted in his conversion. Bibles are also
used as textbooks in schools in Arequipa,
Peru, where the director of religious
education conducts a regular training
sesgsion for teachers who are encouraged to
"work toward conversion'' of their students,
Schemper said.

Teachers in Rio de Janeiro report that
students are eagerly reading their New
Testaments and some are taking them home
to be read by family members. One teacher,
when asked whether the New Testaments
were effective in the classroom said, I do
not know how it is affecting the students, but |
wandered far from God. After receiving the
New Testament for the classroom, | began
reading it mysedf, and | have been brought
back.”

*x

OLFORD JOINS NAE
AS MINISTER-AT-LARGE

ORLANDOQ, FL (EP}—Dr. Stephen F. Qliord,
well-known expository preacher and radio
broadcaster, has accepted the position of
minister-at-targe  with the National
Association of Evangelicals (NAE). The an-
nouncement was made al the ciosing
banguet of NAE's annual convention in
Orfando Thursday night.

A superb communicator, Dr. Olford comes
to NAE from his position as president and
minister-at-large of Encounter Minisiries,
Inc., Holmes Beach, Florida, where he has
served for the past five years.

“We've walched this new avenue of
ministry for both Dr. Olford and NAE being
formed by God,"” said Dr. Billy A. Melvin, NAE
Executive Director. "Through this ap-
pointment we hope to bring Dr. Olford's God-
given gifls to the larger evangelical com-
munity through NAE's resources,

“We firmly believe God will bless what He
has begun.”

Prior to joining Encounter in 1973, Dr.
Olford served as pastor of the historic
Catvary Baptist Church in New York Cily for
14 years; and before thatl ag the minister of
the Duke Streetl Baptist Church in London.
During his ministry at Calvary, [+ Olford
gained worldwide recognition as the voice of
the ""Calvary Church Hour"" radio program.

His current radio program, “Encounter,”
was aiso begun while serving the New York
pastorate,

Dr. OWord's responsibilities as NAE
minister-at-large will include a weekly 30-
minute radio broadcast, seminars with
pastors and seminarians, speaking
engagements at NAE sponsored evenis and
some writing.

FORMER ‘MOONIE’ SUES, COLLECTS
$16,732 FROM UNIFICATION CHURCH

SALEM, OR (EP)—A former member of the
Unification Church collected $16,732 from it
because the Church failed 1o return his
belongings. He is Christopher Rudie, 24, who
left the Church in 1976 after being "'depro-
grammed.” His brother, Peter Rudie, Salem
fawyer who represented him, expressed
helief that he is the first plaintiff to coliect
meney from the Church founded by the Rev,
Sun Myung Moon,

Christopher Rudie said he was a “‘Moonie”
for 2%z years and "'‘made $70,000 for them
and they took all my personal possessions.”
He said he sued to 'recoup losses and

finance my coilege education.”
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RELIGIOUS NEWS (from page 29)

ABORTIONS WORLOWIDE NUMBER
30 MILLION, INSTITUTE SAYS

NEW YORK (EPY—More than 30 miltion legal
abortions are performed worldwide each
year, with mare than 1 million of them in the
United States, according to a report by The
Alan Guttmacher Institute, an affiliate of the
Planned Parenthood Federation of America.

Since the 1973 United States Supreme
Court ruling liberalizing abortion, more than 5
miltion United States women have obtained
legal abortions in 3,000 clinics, hospitals and
physicians offices, the report said.

The number of legal abortions in the United
States has increased from about 745,000 in
1973 10 1.3 million in 1977. in recent years,
United States women have terminated almost
3 out of 10 pregnancies by abortion.

“United States women obtain legal
abortions at a somewhat higher rate than
women in Canada and Western European
countries, the Guttmacher report said, “‘but
al a considerably lower rate than de women
in Cuba, Japan, the Soviet Union and most
Eastern European countries.”

ONE-PARENT HOUSEHOLDS PREDICTED
FOR NEARLY HALF OF 1978 CHILDREN

WASHINGTON, DC {EP)—Some 45 percent
of children born ias{ year in the United States
may live part of their childhood wilh oniy one
parent because of the rising divorce rate,
according to a Census Bureau prediction,

Census analysts Paul Glick ang Arthur
Norton said 43 percent of black youngsters
are already growing up in  one-parent
households. Their predictions appeared in
the current issue cf American Demographics
magazine.

Because of the high divorce rate in the
overall population, 'we have estimated that
45 percent of ail children born in 1978 will
become members of one-parent families, for
a while at least, before they reach the age of
18 years, if present circumstances continue,
they said “That is indeed a very large
minority and the subject of concern for many
about the potential damage to children and
fulure society.”

RELIGIOUS CONSTRUCTION REPORTED
NUDGING UPWARD AGAIN AFTER DROP

WASHINGTON, DC (EP}—Religious con-
struction continued tc nudge upward in
1978, but still amounted 1o less than half of
what it had been a decade earlier, ac-
cording o the United States Department of
Commerce.

For the second year in a rew, construc-
tion costs topped a billion dollars, amount-
ing to 1,244,000,000 in 1978. Aaron
Sabghir, of the Commerce Department’s
Bureau of Domestic Business Development,
predicts that the increase in religious con-
struction will continue in 1979 and may
reach $1.4 biilion.

Included as religious construction are
churches, synagogues, funeral pariors,
mausoleums, crematoriums, parish educa-
tional facilities (exciuding elementary and
secondary schools), convenls, monasteries
and seminaries,

BOWLING ALLEY REFUSES BUSINESS
OF NON-ORINKING CHURCH TEAM

BLOOMINGTON, MN (EP)—A bowling alley
has refused to renew a contract with a
church bowiing team because its members
don’t drink beer.

Gerdon D. Biehl of South Covenant Church
here said that the bowling alley
“management {eels it does nol make enough
money off bowling and depends on beer-
drinkers 1o make a profit.”" The church team
had bowied at the same place for 15 years,
bul the alley recently came under new man-
agement,

"} wasn't aware that liquor licenses also
permitted discrimination against non-
drinkers,” Mr, Biehl said. It seems 1o me
that our city fathers should look into the
issuing of liquor licenses to businesses which
discriminate in this manner.”

TV PROGRAM ON FAITH HEALING
FORBIDDEN TO MENTAL PATIENTS

JOHNSON CITY, NY (EP)—Patients in the
psychiatric unit at Wilson Hospital here are
forbidden to watch “The PTL Club" iele-
vision program bhecause of what hospital
officials describe as a “‘disturbing effect”
on some patients.

Dr. Q.D. Schubmehl, chairman of the psy-
chiatric depariment, toid a reporter for the
Binghamton (NY) Press that “many of our
patients do have sericus problems and we
find that (the PTL show) has exaggerating
pre-existing symptoms.”

According to Dr. Schubmehd, the program
promotes the idea that “if you had faith,
you wouldn't be sick.” He said that "the
suggested interpretation by patients is one
of anti-physician and anti-medical. Maybe,
it's not anti-physician or anti-medical, but it
at least puts things in a way that you can
get better through faith alone.”

COURT RULES ‘HEBREW CHRISTIANS’
CANNDT CLAIM ISRAELI CITIZENSHIP

JERUSALEM (EP)—The Israeli Supreme
Court has ruled that a “'Hebrew Christian”
woman cannot be considered a Jew under
the Law of Return because she believes that
Jesus was the Messiab,

it ruled in a case brought by Eileen Dor-
finger, 35, of Connecticut, who was refused
israeli citizenship although she had applied
for it under the Law cf Return on the ground
that her American parenis were Jewish,

Under the Israeli Law of Return, a Jew is
defined as '‘a person bern to a Jewish mother
or who has become converted to Judaism,
and who is not a member of another
religion.”” While Ms. Dorflinger said she
believed Jesus was the Messizh, she
asserted that she remained a Jew.

The interior Ministry had indicated that Ms.
Dorflinger was associated with the “Jews for
Jesus' movement, which it described as ''the
operator of a ruse tc bring Christianity’s
message to our nation and make Jews
rencunce their religion.”

CHINESE TO RETURN $19.4 MILLION
TO U.S. RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS

WASHINGTON, DC (EP)—Thirty American
religious organizations will be compensated
%$19.4 million for property confiscated by
Chinese Communists in 1949 under a United
States agreement with the People's Republic
of China. The total represents about one-
fourth of $80.5 million the Chinese govern-
ment has agreed o pay to American
claimants. Seven of the 31 religious groups
will receive more than $1 million, according
to the United States Foreign Claims Settle-
ment Commission,

The Congregation of the Mission (Vin-
centian Fathers) will be reimbursed $6.1
million. Lingnan University, a private Chris-
tian school once in Canton, will receive $5.7
millicn. The United Board for Christian Higher
Education in Asia, a consortium of Christian
university claimants, wiil receive $2.3 mitlion,

The American Baptist Foreign Mission
Society, Valley Forge, Pennsylvania, witl re-
ceive $2.4 milion; the Board of World
Missions, United Presbyterian Church in the
United States, Nashviile, $1.7 million; the
Sisters of Charity of St. Joseph’s, Em-
mitsburg, Maryland, $1.3 million; and the
Young Men's Christian Association, $2.2
millicn,

Payment will be made over a five-year
period, with the first payment of $30 mitlion to
be made by QOctober 1 and the balance in five
equal yearly instaliments, &









