











Briefcase

America needs to hear some
facts that can only come from the
pulpit. \

The Republican Nationai Parly
dares not tell Americans what needs
to be said, or they'd lose the next
election for sure. The media can
print or broadcast but so much
before subscriptions plummet and
sponsors balk. Walter Cronkite and
his crack world news team don’
have and don't know where 10 get
OUF anSWers.

What America must hear can
originate from no source other than
her pulpits. Prophets of God have
more 1o do with lower crime rate
and stronger economy than police
departments or bureaucratic
iegistation.

Policemen may frighten crooks
into watking straight for a while, but
only preachers can change Crooks
into trusted brothers. The best that
politicians can do for criminals is
legalize their crime, but the
message from the pulpit can
condemn criminals and then set
them freer than they've ever been
before.

We need not huff and bluster al
Caesar for ali national ilis. The pulpit
sweeps cleaner and closer than any
civil agency. A fellow may evade tax
auditors for years, but when the

- The
Pale
Pulpit

puipit dispenses lruth in a com-
munily, there's no place to hide.

L et's not kid ourselves. Politicians
and police are limiled to dealing with
society’s symptoms. They don't
understand the problem. Only the
puipit gets to the botlom line, the sin
if you please, in sociely's fabric. Pity
the people when pulpits opt for
symptom-slapping overt dispensing
iruth,

H sociely is unaware of its sin,
why wag a finger at the governor or
mayor? There's bul one group of
men delegated 1o call this nation 10
repentance and denounce her evils.
Sociely reflects the relative strength
or weakness of the pulpits.

Most pulpits—Free Will Baptist
included—are busy swatling flies
while lions prow! our communities in
a reign of terror.

American politicians are elected
by the people [o represeni the
people. Our preachers are called by
God to represent Him. Neither group
seems overly concerned with the
accountability of their offices.

The preacher who doesn'l have
anything from God for this

generation ought to do us all a favor
and dismount his pulpit before
finishing this editorial. ‘

Those preachers who do have a
message ought to speak il with all
the grace and clarity and holy
commitment they can muster.

There is much wrong in our
nation, and most of it stems from
timid pulpits.

if the preacher really has nothing
from God, he cannot outline his tatk
well enough to be worthy of any
puipit. The pulpit is holy ground. God
help the man who forgets it.

Leave the pretty lines to edilors
with more fime than calling, the
philosophizing 1o some classroom.

Preachers, give us five years with
men in our pulpits who will know no-
thing but Jesus and His €ross, andg
we'll give you a holy church and a
healed nation. N

Pale pulpils cast no shadow. We
ptead for men of the BOOK. Nothing ’
less will suffice. A
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ANGER (From page 4)

talk come from our mouths, but
only those words that help build up
fellow believers.

If you are prone to get angry
often, ask, '"What is God after in
me?"’ Usually we think something
is wrong with the other person
{husband or wife or boss), What
opportunity is God giving me in this
conflict? God knows just what we
need, and He often afflicts us with
peopie according to our pariicular
needs.

Be sure you are angry about
something real. We have a tend-
ency to get angry about things that
are not root issues or root prob-
lems, We are hurt or embarrassed
by something our mate said or did
and the hurt festers. Eventually it
develops into anger.

Anger is aimost always a
secondary emotion, not the
primary emotion. Anger is
secondary o hurt or frustration or
rejection. When we get angry we
need to back up, see what the
primary emoticn is and deal with
the real issue—not the last thing
that sparked it.

Don't get defensive. This is diffi-
cult to not do, but it can and must
be controlled. Ask God’s help in
this area, He helps with our weak-
nesses (See Romans 8:26). The
Spirit gets on the other side of
problems and helps us with them.
We must depend upon His enabling
power.

Lsually, when we get angry with
someone we are trying to have our
OowWn way of impose our views on
the individuai and get him to
change and see where he is
wrong. Talk in terms of your
perspective, not absolute fact.

“l may be wrong, but this is the
way | understand it.”” "It came to
me this way . . . Help me to see it
from your perspective.” *'| want to
see what you are saying.” Say this
to the one you are angry with, and

it will help you to be less defensive,

Stay rational s¢ you won't say
things you'll be sorry for later. You
may seriousty injure your mate,
your chiid or some other fellow be-
liever by your remarks. Don’t build
barriers. Build bridges, so you can

stay in harmony with each other.

Work toward a solution. Always
strive toward reconciliation. You
are not out to establish your own
rightness or convert the other
person to your position, Work
toward a compromise-—the good
kind of compromise—that will *‘jay
down my own rightness for the
sake of the relaticnship with a
member of my family or some
other member of the body of
Christ.”” The perscn you are angry
with is really more important 1o you
than establishing your own
rightness in a situation.

Usually, there is rightness and
wrongness on both sides. So, don't
commit yourself to “winning the
argument.” Work toward
reconciliation. Learn to say, ‘1 may
have been wrong.” *‘| thought you
said .. .." "| thought | was right,
but | really den’t want to hurt you.”

Lights on a car dashboard indi-
cate problems. You can take a
hammer and smash the red light,
or you can get out of the car and
look under the hood to see what is
wrong with the moter. if you plan
o deai with anger, look in the
heart. Something precipitated that
explosion. But we have to identify
the problem. [t's in the heart.
Confess it as sin when anger is not
in line with scripture. We must al-
ways get to the real distorter of
anger—the old sin nature.

CONCLUSION

When anger is aimed at sin, it's
justifiable anger. Jesus was
fustified in expressing anger
toward hypocrites and those who
opposed God's standard of holy
living. When you get angry, don't
sin in your anger.

Anger must not linger past sun-
setf, "'Be ye angry, and sin not; let
not the sun go down upon your
wrath.”” “For the wrath of man
worketh not the righteousness of
God"' (James 1:20).

Don’t go to bed angry. Confess
the sin of anger to God before
going to sleep. The devil has a field
day in the heart smoldering with
anger. Anger cpens the door to a
host of other sins.

“Put off wrath,” Paul says
{Ephesians 4:31). When people

don't have their way, they explode
in a hurry, Their anger is much
more intense than the situation
really demands.

Anger can be used in healthy
ways when controlied, but it will
oniy be controlled when it’s under
the contro! of one’s mind. God
knew we’d have serious problems
controlling anger. This must be one
reason the scriptures refer to the
“mind,” “think’" and “thought’" at
least 300 times.

We are what we feed our minds.
And what we feed our minds
lodges in our hearts. Whatever the
heart is overflowing with comes
out of the mouth, Daily intake of
scripture is a must for the believer
who wants to exercise reason
during momenis of frustration.
Constant discipline of the mind is
imperative so that when one's
emotions are aroused he reacts
with the mind of Christ.

Jesus was insulted, but He did
not retaliate with an insuli. He did
not speak on His own initiative.
Instead, He spoke the things His
Father told Him to speak {See John
12:49),

Out of times cof bitter conflict,
healing should take place. Every
conflict we have gives us opportu-
nity to embrace the cross and do a
little more dying . . . opportunity to
grow . .. to exercise self-
discipline . . . to exercise ourselves
in covenant love . . . and love un-
conditionally even when we feel
angry ... opportunity to gain new
insights into ourselves and the one
we are in conflict with . . . opportu-
nity to learn the other person’s
strengths and weaknesses, fears,
blind spots, insecurities, doubts,
sensitivities . . . and his perspec-
tives.

So, it's not always bad to get
mad. Christians should always be
indignant against sin, but without
sin,

Anger is one letter short of
danger. Sc we must fearn to rely
on God's enabiement in centrolling
frustrations,

ABOUT THE WRITER: Harold Critcher is
diractor of finance for the Depariment of
Foreign Missions. A
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AMERICA (From page 7)
brought a host of friends to the
compound.

“"As those solid people learned
to read, they also iearned about
Christ. Many accepted Him as
Savior. Soon a church grew and
Christ’s message spread. The
conservative missionary had
earned friendship and respect by
putting Geod's Word first.”

I wonder how long America will
be able to cast its coins on the
streets of the world. Even now the
stones are falling, but our govern-
ment officials ignore them.

0 ur condition stems from many
festering sores. One such
open sore is deep In our educa-
tional system. Many of our edu-
cated people run wildly after a
group of pseudo-intellectuals.

Cur nation is breeding a group
of professional students. Always
they ask “‘why'’ and never seem to
know the scope of living. Secuiar
professors study for years only o
teach others there are no abso-
lutes. Small wonder students leave
schoois acting like wet noodles.
They don't know who they are,
because all their foundations were
stolen.

Mark Twain once said,
""Helpless old people we put in old
folk homes. Helpless youth we put
in college.” His little joke may be-
come reality,

Many fear to attempt greatness.
We pass laws that demand some
people be placed ahead of others
who have sacrificed to get where
they are, The way 1o the top today
seems to be via sex, race or
minority background.

What happened te our American
society that was built on open
competition? Will we ever get our-
selves straight? Look at how our
forefathers built their lives. They
came here to provide a place
where they could worship the living
God and teach His ways 1o their
children. God honored their
honesty, hard work and obedience

{| Samuel 15:22).

0 ur nation was not built on
longhorn cattie, cotton or steel

mills, but by obedience to the

Word of God.

Our heritage told men they were
created in the image of God.
Because of this, they knew and
followed a power and inteiligence
higher than their own, They knew
who and what they were. Each
man stood on his own merits. No
special privileges were given those
from a "'down trodden'’ back-
ground. Men became what God
and their own free will hammered
out.

Some say that’s not fair, and we
need to equalize things. Our
constitution only promises the right
10 pursue happiness. It doesn’t
guarantee you will catch it.

“Our constitution
only promises the
right to pursue
happiness. It
doesn’t guarantee
you will catch it.”

Mankind goes forward only when
we allow individua! greatness. Al
mankind moves forward when one
man succeeds. Forcing everyone
to be alike promotes stagnatism
and is the basis of communism.

True American greatness in the
past has been man and his God
walking side by side. God showing
the way, the man humbly being all

he can become.
0 ur early history placed the

nation in direct obedience to
God's Word. Even with our gallery
of evil men, the larger portion of
Americans were obedient. There-
fore, God extended His righieous
hand of mercy to us all.

We became the wealthiest

nation in the world. We led the way

in every field, Was this just our
destiny? No, it happened because
of God's favor.

Today our naticn shames the
heavenly Father with endless in-
sults. Pseudo-intetlectuals deny His
existence (See Psalm 14:1).
Common men on the street follow
the intellectuals and cast aside
common sense,

On our east coast the French
built us a Statue of Liberty. it signi-
fied a free people. Now we are
betraying the meaning of the
statue, Justice is not demanded in
our courts. Punishment is con-
sidered uncommonly cruel. Truth is
obscured to mean race, money or
publicity.

After an average trial it’s the
society and victims who dre sen-
tenced, not the criminal. Respon-
sible citizens must rise to demand
justice. ’

Christ taught love and righteous-
ness, Love is godly concern, and
righteousness is doing what Is
right. We must band together or
stand alone with God. We can't
crawl in a hole and hope the world
will pass by, Be sure they will send
a ferret down the hote after us.

A great nation is made up of
great individuals. A nation can only
be as strong as its people are
individualty.

Is there a remedy for us? God
promised Israel if they would turn
from evil and pray, He would hea!
their land {See || Chronicles 7:14).
This means us as weil.

The strength of America
depends on you. First Timothy 2:1-
3 makes it clear we are to pray for
all in authority and lead tranquil,
quiet lives in godliness and dignity.

A Christian Is responsible for his
prayer life and for his vole at the
polls. Eiect men you are willing to
pray for.

if we go down as a nation it's
because the Christians have
admitted defeat, If we are a great
nation it is because our God is
great. The nation is as strong as its
people in their relationships with
God.

ABOUT THE WRITER: Captain Lawrence R.
{Larry) Cusick is a chaplain in the Unifed
States Air Force. He is stationed in the
Philippine Islands. &

































BOARD CONFIRMS FWBBC FACULTY AND ADMINISTRAT!ON CHANGES

NASHVILLE, TN—Free Will Baptist
Bibie Coilege’s Board of Trustees
met here May 15-16 and reassigned
administrative duties for Drs. Robert
Picirilli and Charles Hampton. The
Board alse confirmed the addition of
Dr. LaVerne Miley and Mrs. Lorene
Francen to the college faculty.

Picirilli began new responsibilities
as academic dean June 1, while
Hampton moved into the registrar's
role. Beginning with the fall
semester, Dr. Miley will teach Bible
and science courses. Mrs. Francen
will be librarian,

Dr. Picirili joined the facuity in
1955. In addition to serving as regis-
{rar he has taught Greek, New Tes-
tament courses and philosophy. At
the national level, he was clerk and
moderator of the National Associa-
tion. He has been active in the Evan-
gelical Theological Society, Scuth-
ern Section, where he has been sec-
retary-freasurer, vice chairman and
chairman.

Dr. Hampton served as registrar
of Hillsdale Free Wili Baptist College
two years and joined the FWBBC
faculty in 1974, He has taught

courses in math, science, education
and Bibie, He is chairman of the
General Education Department.

Dr. Miley, a 19-year missionary to
ivory Coast, will be returning to the
faculty after a 24-year absence. He
worked at the college from 1950-55.
His duties included teaching Greek
and science, directing the Christian
service activities of students and
serving as registrar and acting
dean. Miley's studies include work
at  Northeast Missouri State
Teachers College (B.S.), Northern
Baptist Theological Seminary
(M.Div.}, and the University of Ten-
nessee (M.D.), where he completed
his medical studies with cne of the
highest academic records in the his-
tory of the school.

Mrs. Francen graduated from
FWBBC and served as the iibrarian
1970-71. She earned her M.A. at
Middle Tennessee State University
and studied at the [nter-American
University of Puertc Rico. This
summer she plans 1o finish work on
her Master of Library Science

(M.L.S.} at the University of South-
ern California.

NATIONAL CONFERENCE
ATTRACTS 60 MASTER’S MEN

WHITE BLUFF, TN—Sixty men from
12 states attended the firsi Nationai
Master's Men Conference at Hill-
mont Camp near White Biuff April

27-28 according to General Director

Loyd Cisan,

Clsan said the conference high-
light was a marathen four and one-
half hour praise and testimony ser-
vice Friday evening. Major confer-
ence speakers included Master's
Men Board Chairman Don Elkins,
Foreign Missions Director of
Communications Don Robirds,
Assistant Director of Sunday Schooi
and Church Training Department
Harrold Harrisen and Arkansas
layman Wendell Leckbee.

During the course of the three-
day confab, ail 80 men were given
specific committee assignments
regarding areas of Master's Men
outreach. Cral and written reports
were mutually shared by committee-
men.

Response 10 the spring gathering
was encouraging. General Director
Olsan says attenders assured him
the conference was "‘beneficial . ..
very rewarding . . . a real blessing.”

The second annuai National
Master's Men Conference is slated
April 24-26, 1980, at the Hiilment
Camp site.

HILLSDALE GRADUATES 38

MOORE, CK—Thirty-eight Hillsdale
Free Will Baptist College students
from four states and two foreign
countries received degrees during
May 11 graduation exercises on the
Moore campus according to Regis-
trar Dan Arnold.

Retiring Hillsdale President Bili M.
Jones addressed the 10:00 AM
gathering. Eighteen studenis earned
bachelor of arts degrees and 20
were awarded associate in arts de-
grees.

The 1979 graduates were from
Arkansas (4), Kansas (4), Missouri
{3), Oklahoma (25), Brazil (1) and
India (1).

Hillsdale Board chairman Ray
Gwartney, pasior of Bethany Free
Will Baptist Church, Broken Arrow,
Oklahoma, delivered the bac-
calaureate address Sunday, May 6.

-
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An unusual tribute to Free Will Baptist
Bible College by a mother who never

attended.

The

Jounney

By Diane Mitchell Thomas

There were six of us, six women.

We were tired by the time we ar-
rived and weary from traveling 650
mites from our North Carolina
homes to Nashville, Tennessee,
We were going to a women'’s re-
treat in nearby Murfreesboro. Each
of us sought the blessings we
knew God had waiting for us.

Since Nashville was s¢ close,
we agreed to drive by Free Will
Baptist Bible College. | was
delighted at the prospect of seeing
the place [ had heard about all my
life and now supported and prayed
for.

But | was not prepared for the
emotional impact | felt at first sight
of the college. | knew we were
close when | spotted two young
ladies on the sidewalk. It was their
modest dress that identified them.
Or was it those happy faces?

To our left, | saw old Davidson
Hali. | recognized it from pictures |
had seen. We stopped the car and
watched a group of young pecple
playing tennis on the nearby
courts. | looked at each of them
and wondered what God had in
store for their lives.

My mind immediately went back
to the time God had called me to
Free Will Baptist Bible College as a
teenager. | had said no to Him.
And now as | saw the beauty of the
campus and felt the sweet Spirit of
God around us, | wept over my de-
cisicn,

| couldn't help but wonder what
He had wanted for me. What had |
passed up and missed. With tears
tracing down my cheeks, | bowed
my head in prayer. Surrounded by
the springtime beauty of the
campus, | made the apology that |
had owed God for years.

Mine was not the only prayer
from the car that day. Parked
across the street from Davidson
Hail, the six of us prayed for God’'s
guidance for the Christian teachers
and professors at the college. We
thanked Him for the great ieaders
who had been trained there, our
own beloved pastor among them.

With burdened hearts we prayed
for the teenagers in our church
who God was now calling to this
place. And as mothers, each of us
took our turns commiting our chil-
dren to Free Wiil Baptist Bibie Col-
lege. What a moving experience as

OUR WOMEN SPEAK

‘4

S

A

one mother, whose child was yet
unborn, prayed, ‘‘l.ord, | give this
baby for your service," Another
mother who had a daughter in the
11th grade begged God to direct
her girl here.

Though | said no to God years
before, my two sons stili have a
chance. God may lead them here
one day. I've determined to pray
daily that they will say, '"Yes, God,
'l go.”

We |looked one last time at the
campus. We all agreed it was a
holy place. it was as if God's
presence hovered over and
protected this part of Nashviile.

Reluctantly, we drove on to Mur-
freesboro, We realized God had al-
ready given us that blessing we
had driven 850 miles to receive.
We were too Spirit-filled to even
speak.

[ may see Free Will Baptist Bible
College again, but nothing can ever
compare with my first sight of it.

ABOUT THE WRITER: Diane Mitchell
Thomas is & member of Grifton Free Wilf
Baptist Church, Griffon, North Carolina. The
pastor to whom she refers in her article is
James Fittman. A






















