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"lf a fiery spirit ever meant
anything to the cause oî Christ,

speclal. . . ."
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By Bill Davidson

ree Will Baptists? Who are
they?

It's amazing that a denomi-
nation could exist for more than 300
years and st¡ll be virtually unknown.
Mention of the name brings a blank
stare, a "Who are thev?" or the in-

evitable question, "How do they
differ from the Southern Baptists?"

WE'RE MUCH OLDER THAN THAT!

Traditionally, Free Will Baptists
have been thought to be a splinter
from the Southern Baptists, but the
denomination is really much older

than that.
ln 1 91 2, new documents weredis-

covered in England that indicated
the existence of at least one Armin-
ian congregation among the many
Calvinistic dissenters that
developed during the reign of Ed-
ward Vl, King of England. One



present-day English historian has
classified them as "free willers." lf
we can accept that classification,
then our ancestors can be traced to
the middle of the 16th century, long
before any other Baptists were even
a thought in the hearts of their
parent, the Church of England.

Two documents recenily dis-
covered by this writer indicate that
the General Baptists in England-
the first Christians to adopt the
name Baptist-referred to them-
selves as "free willers" as early as
1 659.

The articles, published in 1659
and 1660 were entitled, "A Declara-
tion of a Small Society of Baptized
Believers, Undergoing the Name of
Free Willers, about the City of Lon-
don," and "A Loving Salutation to
All People who have any Desires
after the Living God: but Especiaily
to the Free-Will-Anabaotists." The
latter was written by an opponent
but the f¡rst indicates that the otd
General Baptists of England applied
the title to themselves.

AMERICAN BEGINNINGS

Here Come the Free W¡il Bapt¡sts
For years, a huge portrait of Ben-

jamin Randall hung in the old de-
nominational headquarters building.
Underneath were the words, "Our
Founder," giving testimony to the
accepted tradition of a birth date of
1780 for the denomination.

ln The Free Witl Bapfisf Sfory,
Damon Dodd questioned the
tradition and in An Eaily History of
the Free Will Bapt¡sts, this writer
established a much older heritage in
tracing denominational beginnings
to eastern North Carolina in the
early part of the l Bth century.

The latter work oroved a
historical link between Free Will
Baptists and the General Baptist
work begun by Paul Palmer in
Chowan County, North Carolina, in
1727. The two groups used the
General Baptist Statement of Faith
(the first Free Will Baptist Confes-
sion, 1812, is virtually a verbatim
copy of the 1660 English Generat
Baptist Confession).

The two names were used inter-
changeably by the group itself and
by opponents by 1803. James
Roach was pastor of the last known

General Baptist Church in North
Carolina and also signed the first
Free Will Baptist Confession, and
Little Creek Church at Scuffteton,
North Carolina, was first a General
Baptist Church and then Free Will
Baptist. Survey records show that
the present church sits on property
purchased in '1756 by Joseph
Parker, a leading General Baptist
church planter.

S po ntan eo u s Co m b u st ion
At last it's settledl Ail Free Wiil

Baptists now will come from the
General Baptists or from the Free-
will Baptists of Benjamin Randail in
New England. Wrong again. The
míracles have not ended.

Minutes of the Free-Will Baptist
Association (Western North Caro-
lina) of 1830, indicate that these
hearty souls simply quest¡oned the
Calvinistic doctrine of their United
Baptist Church and decided to shift
emphasis. ln the minutes of 1830,
they resolved that ". . . in the future
our Churches represent themselves
as Free-Will Baptists. "

There seems to be no evidence
that they were related to the Free
Will Baptists in the eastern part of
the state. ln fact, they organized on
the basis of associations like that of
the Free-will Baptists in New
England. This characteristic,
however, probably was a carry-over
from their United Baptist back-
ground rather than the result of influ-
ence from the North.

LET'S GET TOGETHER . . .
Even after the earlier heritage of

the denomination was established,
the determination to link north and
south persisted. Actually, there is no
evidence at all of organic union.
Though the minutes for the New
England group record the North
Carolina Free Will Baptists as cor-
responding brethren, the latter body
soon disappeared from the records.

Of course, it would be unfair and
less than honest to deny that the
Randall followers had influence on
their brothers to the south. Free-will
Baptist endeavors in lndia and
Burma in the 19th century give evi-
dence of the heart for missions of

o)
¡-
o,

l-o
l--z
oo
(7)

Contents
August,1979

2 The Miracle People
Bill Davidson

5 Briefcase:
Comø Back When You're 40
Jack Williams

6 lî Church Eores You . . .
Larry Montgomery

9 Tñe Best Folks I Know
Go To Church
Richard Kennedy

11 He Found Cfiríst
Vernie Hersey

14 God's Multiplìcation laþles
Matilda Nordtvedt

16 Tribute to Fufus Colley

2O Free Wìll Baptist Newstront

23 Currently . ..
25 Christìan Doctrìne

Part XII
Leroy Forlines

26 Alice Adequate
Hennie Helomeet

27 Anoìnting With Oil
Wade Jernigan

29 lVews of the Religìous
Community

31 The Fruit of the Spirit
Part ll
Robert Picirilli

Editor-ln-Chlel: Rufus Coffey
Editor: Jack L. Williams
Edllorlal Asslslant: Pal Moore
Clrculation: Geneva Trotler

Volume XXVI, No.8

CONTACT (USPS 130660), pubtished
monlhly by the Nat¡onal Association ol
Free Will Bapt¡sts, Post Office Box 1089,
Nashville, Tennessee 37202. Address alt
correspondence and subscriotions to
this address. Subscription rates: i year,
$5.00; church family plan, $4.20 per
year: church bundle plan, 38 cents oer
copy. lndividual copies 50 cents each.
Second class postage paid at Nashville,
Tennessee. Copyright pr¡vileges, re-
served O, 1979 Member of the Evangel-
ical Press Association.



MIRACLE (From page 3)

the New Englanders. The work of
the first National Association mis-
sionary, Laura Belle Barnard, was
the continuation of an established
tradition.

Further influence is found in the
denominational treatise. The
present confession of faith traces
most of its content to the 19th
century confessions of the New
England Free-will Baptists.

ln spite of the inf luence, the
merger of the Free-will Baptists of
New England with the Northern Bap-
tists in 1911 left the southern group
as the nucleus of the growing de-
nomination.

LET'S GET ORGANIZED

The second quarter of the 20th
century found Free Will Baptists in
the south, the midwest, and rem-
nants of the New England group in
the north. Most of these churches

protect local church autonomy, but
would provide the machinery for the
better stewardship of the blessings,
gifts, talents and finances that were
the heritage of the various confer-
ences.

LIVING ON TRADITION

The early days of the denomina-
tion gave birth to a number of con-
tinuing traditions.
Rupture

The title of the article derives
from the denomination's talent for
survival. The middle of every
century has brought some sort of
disaster.

Persecution by the Church of
England stunted the growth of the
General Baptists in England for a
good part of the 17th century. A Cal-
vinistic Baptist proselytizing mission
in North Carolina reduced the
General Baptists there to five
churches and a few preachers in the
lBth century. The question of Free-

The church government struggle
of the 20th century would reveal a
new aspect of the revival-recovery
characteristic. The denomination's
new attitude toward trained leaders.
and quality of the leaders them-
selves, and the fierce pride of ils
people in their unique identity would
allow a response that would recog-
nize the hurt of dissension but would
reject the destruction that had
followed olher ruptures.
RuralCharacter

Close your eyes! The picture you
see is that of a small, comfortable,
family oriented, crossroads church.
The church exÞresses an aura of im-
mutability, stedfastness and confi-
dence. That's good-and bad. The
fellowship, loyalty, allegiance to
doctrine that have come out of that
character have been sources of
strength.

But the denomination has tended
to remain rural. lt's ministry has
been limited until recently to the
small town, the crossroads. ln spite
of the few large city churches, the
typical church is that of one or two
hundred familiar faces that struggle
along week after week rejoicing in
their immutability. Stedfastness is
an essent¡al in theology, but it can
strangle the church when it extends
to methodology and vision.

LET'S LOOK TO THE FUTURE

Where now Free Will Baptists?
What does God have in store?

Though we have grown from
some 80,000 members in 1940 to
450,000 in '1979, we still rank as one
of the smallest denominations in the
country. The world is in chaos, few
churches preach the gospel, men
are spiritually hungry, the field is
white for harvest.

lf Free Will Baotists have the
truth, it is time to proclaim it. lt could
be that the miracle people have
been spared for just such a time as
this.

ABOUT THE WRITER: Dr. William F. (Bill)
Davidson ¡s directot of graduate adrnrssions
at Columbia Graduate Scnoo/, Columbia,
South Carolina. L

"The middle of every century

has brought some sort of

disaster for Free Will Baptisfs."
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were organized into local and
regional conferences, but the need
for a world-wide mission program
and for unity in a denomination
claiming a ministry of varied back-
grounds demanded a national
organization.

The loss of so many churches,
schools and members to the
Northern Baptists also gave cre-
dence to the idea of a cooperative
organization that would allow
strength in numbers. The dream was
realized in the founding of the
National Association of Free Will
Baptists at Cofer's Chapel Church in
Nashville, in'1935.

The Association was to be an ad-
visory body that would retain and

Masonry for Christians split church
after church in the middle of the
1gth century. Then finally, the
question of church government
shattered the denomination's oeace
in the 1960's.

Revivaland Recovery
ln every case the miracle per-

sisted. The denomination has re-
sponded to every rupture with new
strength and unity. ln 1807, Jesse
Heath wrote to remind the Free-will
Baptists in New England that the
group in the south had been
reduced to five churches and three
ministers. By 1829, the number had
grown to 33 ministers and 26
churches.



Brlefcase

God's special gift to the Church in
this age when 60 percent of the pop-
ulation is below 20 may be young
ministers.

We have a big crowd of them,
thank the good Lord. Some licensed
to preach, some ordained, but most
of them frustrated. A lot of folks line
up to scruff young preachers. ln
fact, we sometimes leave the im-
pression that shaveling ministers
are unwanted or at best tolerated.

Our generation more than
previous ones turned sour on the
John Marks and Timothys and
Joshuas. lt's a little frightening. The
same people who swell with pride
over 2S-yearold bank executives
and talk of exceptional ability when
the fuzzy-cheeked McDonald's
manager joins church, level cold
stares at the 25-year-old candidating
for their pulpit.

Youth-that magnificent busi-
ness asset is relegated to the back
lot in the Church. And the irony of it
all is that the 3O-yearold preacher
who is considered too spick-and-
span by pulpit committees probably
has both 10 or 12 years experience
plus an expensive, professional
library.

MATURING AN EAGLE

Young ministers get reminded
often to "let no man despise their
youth". They really work at it, but
some folks refuse to be convinced.
It's as if we'd like all unripe
preachers to announce their call,
prepare well and then quietly dis-
appear until their hair turns gray. We

Come Back

llllhen

You re 40

then insist they resurface only when
we want them with 20 years pastoral
experience. Young preachers and
old preachers share at least one
common problem-nobody knows
quite what to do with them.

Many communities have forgot-
ten the sheer joy of watching God
mature a young eagle. No one can
fall so unconditionally in love with a
community as a fledgling preacher
in his first or second pastorate. And
the feeling is usually mutual. Let a
church call some ruddy{aced David
as pastor and just watch what
happens.

Allthe sisters want to mother him.
The men feel fatherly. Church teens
identify him as a surrogate big
brother. lt's just about one of the
finest things that can happen to a
congregation. And the sinners?
Even they let down their guard
around the new parson. What a
pleasant change of pace when
try¡ng to locate the pastor to check
the basketball court before the
rocking chair set.

Not all teenagers are dopers and
drunks. Some get called to preach.
A man's calling is valued by many
when he is older but only by himself
when he is young. lt's downright
strange-bedfellow logic when we
look with as much suspicion on a 20-
yearold preacher as we do a juve-
nile acid-head.

A pup minister never gets the
benefit of the doubt. He is assumed
to be power-hungry and have an
insatiable ego as well as being the
ready pawn of older ministers. How
in the world do they ever survive?

Some don't. The casualty rate
among frosh ministers is appalling.

SHOPPING IN THE MEN'S
DEPARTMENT

But being a salad days pastor is a
temporary problem. lt only takes a
short 10 years before the novice
escalates to middle age. Then those
glorious, energetic, stay-up-all-night,
hilarious years are gone. How truly,
truly sad that some congregations
have never heard a sermon
preached by a 16-yearold or seen a
2O-yearold baptize an old man or
listened lo a 22-year-old evangelist
blaze through a revival or heard a
28-year-old pastor weep over their
children and their community.

So the recruit pastor's wife looks
like a high school candy-striper and
he still buys some of his clothes in
the boys' department at Sears. That
soon passes. Young preachers
come equiped with refreshing forth-
rightness undulled by life's com-
promises.

They've gotten too much bad
word-of-mouth publicity. Green
preachers make mistakes and split
churches, you say. Some think
every church problem is caused by
25-year-old ministers. Not so! Of
course they make mistakes, and
often the same mistake more than
once. But just for the record-
pastors and members over 40 cause
some of the problems, or haven't
you noticed?

It's a good thing God calls our
sons to be preachers and they don't
volunteer for the job. lt takes more
than a volunteer to absorb blistering
criticism and suspicion and then
come back for more. We are in
danger of losing an entire
generation of young ministers be-
cause of our pettiness. lf we won't
use our budding ministers, some-
body else will.

Here's a vole of confidence for
the bread-and-butter ministers of the
Free Will Baptist denomination.
Next time your church needs a
pastor or assistant, why don't you
consider one of our denominational
treasures-a young preacher.

CONTACT hereby declares
August "Be-kind-to-a-young-preach-
er" month and September "Take-a-
young-pastor-to-lunch" month ! r
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By Larry Montgomery

I magine for a moment that we
I stop the typical church attender
I on his way to a typicat Free Wilt

Baptist church on a typicat Sunday
morning and ask him the atypical
question, "What fresh and exciting
thing do you anticipate happening
this morning?"

He would probably repty, "You
don't understand. I am on my way to
church." "l know," we respond,
"but what do you anticipate will
happen at church today?"

"l know what will happen," would
be his reply. "We will sing two con-
gregational hymns, have prayer and
hear a special song. The pastor will
give a welcome, make announce-
ments and receive an offering. He
will then preach a sermon, give an
invitation, and we willgo home."

And if we should attend the
service with him, we would discover
his prediction to be right on target. lf
we could then visit other churches
across the country, we would
further discover that he had accu-
rately forecast the service for
almost every church in our denomi-
nation.

The end result of this uniformity is
boredom in our churches. This is not
to say that our church services are
ineffective or that our people do not
benefit spiritually f rom the services.

It does mean, however, that we
are missing some vital ingredients
which could make the difference
between people merely attending
church and actually worshipping
God; between people attending
services because of commitment or
coming in eager expectancy;
between churches that exist, and
churches that are trulv alive.

How do we wipe away the bore-
dom that is so obvious in the faces
of many of our people as they sit
faithfully through service after serv-
ice? ls the answer to place a Billy
Sunday in every pulpit and a Tre-
mendous Jones in every third pew?

Most of us admit that we do not
have such resources. Or do we raf-
fle off bigger and better gimmick
items, or cut off the tie of some un-
suspecting victim each week? Many
of us feel that such tactics, while
arousing excitement, fall below the
dignity and worth of Christ's Church.

The answer is more realistically
found when we answer for ourselves
the question which God asked
Moses, "What is that in your hand?"
ln every church there already ex¡st a
pastor, lay leadership and a congre-
gation of people who have latent
gifts and talents.

When these gifts are recognized,
developed and put to proper use, the
services of the church will be oer-
meated with a spirit of freshness,
vitality and expectancy. Available to
any church are three tools essential
to accomplish this: variety, lay par-
ticipation and planning.

USE VARIETY

God, despite His eternal exist-
ence, has never grown stagnant. His
ways of dealing with people are as
fresh and innovative as the individ-
ual is unique. So why should our
services to worship Him become
routine and monotonous?

"Variety is the spice of tife," says
a common proverb, and it is no less
true that variety adds "spice" to the
serv¡ces of the church. Even the
best of programs becomes weari-
some when repeated too often.

While the ingredients of music,
prayer and preaching may be in-
cluded in almost every service, we
can take an imaginative approach to
them. Doing the old things in a new
way can produce new spiritual
strength.

GET LAY INVOLVEMENT

Too many of our people come to
church and watch the service which
is performed "up front." This was
not true of the New Testament
Church. Passages like Acts 2:41-47
and I Corinthians 14:26-39 indicate

the early church services were com-
posed of a sharing, participat¡ng
people.

The services of the modern
church should never degenerate
¡nto a one-man production with an
audience of spectators. The best
opportunity for f reshness and
variety is to use the people in our
congregations as they exercise their
God-given gifts. The church wiil be
richer for it.

PLAN THE SERVICES

An interesting, productive service
doesn't just happen-it requires
planning. Failure to plan ahead in-
variably results in monotonous
repetition. The pastor who seeks the
leadership of the Holy Spirit in
planning the church services in
advance will discover interesting
and exciting ways to strengthen his
people and lead them in true
worshio.

Valuable contributions will be
gained by the pastor who consults
with the lay leadership of the church
in planning services. And other
fruitful ideas will be gleaned from
talks with other pastors, both within
and outside the denomination.

12 IDEAS FOR CONSIDERATION

Here are some ideas which have
been used successfully in various
churches and could be effective in
your church. Try a few-try them
all. The only thing you could lose is
the bored expressions f rom the
faces of your people.

1. Use the lay people on a regular
basis to do things the pastor usually
does. The scripture readings, the
welcome, making announcements
and receiving the offering can be
capably and uniquely done by a lay-
man. A structured testimony from a
layman can enhance the service: a
praise testimony near the beginning
of the service, a tithing testimony
before the offering or a testimony of
Christian experience to prelude the
sermon.

Use the children of the congrega-
tion. A song, a skil or a brief inter-
view with a few children can be a
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lF CHURCH (From page 7)

refreshing change of pace. The un-
predictability of children will grab
the attention of the entire congre-
gation.

2. The church music program pro-
vides many opportunlties for variety.
Perhaps a concert of recorded
music before the worship service
would be a blessing, as well as help
solve the oroblem of latecomers.

ls your hymn book too limited?
Print the words to other selections in
the bulletin. Learn new music with a
hymn of the month, introduced by
the choir or a soloist.

lnstead of singing four verses of a
hymn, sing a medley composed of
one verse from each of several
hymns on the same subject.

Use instrumental specials, with
as great a variety of instruments as
Þossible. Some churches could
form a small orchestra.

Plan special music for various
times in the service. Occasionally
the special could introduce the serv-
ice, or be effective at the close.

3. Use various types of scripture
readings as alternatives to the re-
sponsive reading or scripture mono-

IF YOU
o Need to expand or remodel

your Church

AND YOU WANT TO AVOID
o lnferior work and exorbit-

ant fees

THE WAY TO HELP YOUR.
sELF ,s. . .

Call
Butch

Cåristian
Enterprises!

163 Lelawood Circle
Nashville. TN 37209
(615) 352-1909

log such as a choral reading by the
choir or a scripture dramatization.
An interesting effect is achieved by
having two people read the same
passage, alternating verses be-
tween the KJV Bible and a good
modern English Bible

4. Direct soecial attention to the
sermon by asking the people to take
notes. Some pastors print the
sermon outline as a bulletin insert.
Print a monthly sermon schedule
with suggested scripture passages,
relevant books and magazine ar-
ticles so the people may prepare for
the service.

A pre-service assignment in the
bulletin helps prepare the congre-
gation for the sermon. For example,
if the sermon is on revival, the
bulletin could allow space for each
person to list ten ingredients of a
successful revival.

Some pastors host a feed-back
session following the service, which
allows people opportunity to chal-
lenge, question or elaborate on lhe
message.

A ooster or banner contest for a
special day, or to illustrate the
month's sermon theme will inspire
enthusiasm among both children
and adults. Display all entries and
recognize the winners.

Trade pulpits with a neighboring
pastor on a given Sunday. Both
churches will benefit from the ex-
oerience.

5. A slide program or overhead
projector presentation can enhance
some scripture readings, music
selections. devotionals or sermons.

6. Assign each teen and adult
group to present a service during
the year. Or designate days to
recognize each of the various
church ministries, using the men
and women who are involved in that
ministry to present the service.

7. Plan an occasional ooen forum
so people can question and discuss
church policy, plans and interests.
Or host a question night, in which
the congregation quizzes the pastor
on anything and everything. Or the
pastor can select a panel to discuss
oroblem situations which need
Christian solutions.

B. A well olanned interview is a
good way to solicit a testimony from
those members of the congregation

who are reluctant to speak in public.
An interview is also a good way to
introduce newcomers to the congre-
gation.

9. Move the evening service to a
park for a special outreach ministry
during the summer. Or plan a
weekend retreat at a camping
resort.

10. Candlelight services provide
opportunity for total congregation
participation. Theme services, such
as old fashioned day, the missionary
church or the underground church,
always gain special attention.

'1'1. The offering becomes special
when it is an act of worshio. Ask
those who give to write on the of-
fering envelope several items of
personal thanksgiving. Plan testi-
monies of praise during the offer-
tory. Host a time of thanksgiving
prayer as the offering is received.

12. lnstead of the usual benedic-
tion, ask the congregation to pair up,
or gather in groups of three or four
to pray for one another at the close
of the service.

REWARD

The gathering together of the
church is the most important event
of the week for the people of God. lt
is a beautiful thing when the people
come in anticipation of what God
will do in their lives through the
service.

lf a church will cultivate this spirit
of freshness and expectancy, she
will then reap the rich reward of
hearing her people say, "l was glad
when they said unto me, 'Let us go
unto the house of the Lord'."
ABOUT THE WRITER: Larry Montgomery
pastors Hollywood Free W¡ll Bapt¡st Chutch,
Hollywood, Flor¡da. L
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The Best Foll¡s
I Know

Go To Church

By Richard Kennedy
very time the church doors
are open the Christian should
be there, if not providentially

hindered I

"l can worship God just as well at
home as I can at church," people
are saying. Others parrot, "l watch
so-and-so on TV, and that's as good
as going to church."

Let's briefly examine the subject
of church attendance.

We read in Luke 4:16 that attend-
¡ng the house of God was a regular
practice of our Lord, "And, as his
custom (practice) was, he went into
the synagogue on the sabbath day,
and stood up for to read."

The neglect of church attendance
and the deemphasization of the
local church is a sign of the ap-
proaching day of Christ. As a matter
of fact, we are told to exhort one
another on this very issue as we
draw near the end. "Not forsaking
the assembling of ourselves to-
gether, as the manner of some is;
but exhorting (encouraging) one an-
other: and so much the more, as ye
see the day approaching" (Hebrews
10:25).

PURPOSE OF CHURCH
ATTENDANCE

"Whal's the purpose of attending
church," someone asks? There is

no place in the New Testament
where sinners are commanded to
go to church, but there are at least
three reasons given why every
Christian should faithfully attend:

Fellowship-Acls 2:42: "And
they (converts) continued stedfasily
in the apostles' doctrine and fellow-
ship, and in breaking of bread and in
prayers."

ïhe early church was character-
ized by a "singleness of heart," and
of being "in one accord." Every
Christian needs the friendship, en-
couragement and the joy of partici-
pating in the command of "bearing
one another's burdens. "

/,
Worsh i p-ln the biblical accounls

of early church gatherings, Jesus
Christ was proclaimed as both
Christ and Lord. Men are taught to
seek God through the worship of His
Son.

Exhortation-Exhortation in-
cludes: instruction, encouragement,
counsel, rebuke and discipline. "All
scripture is given by inspiration of
God, and is profitable for doctrine,
for reproof, for correction, for in-
struction in righteousness: That the
man of God may be perfect (com-
plete), throughly furnished (equip-
ped) unto all good works" (llTimothy
3:16-17).
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BEST FOLKS (From page 9)

A careful study of the book of
Acts reveals that the gathering to-
gether of believers was the hub of
their Christian lives. Likewise today,
God's plan for Christians revolves
around the local church.

IMPORTANCE OF CHURCH
ATTENDANCE

Church attendance is as impor-
tant as the church itself, the gifts
and callings of God and the Great
Commission.

Church attendance is as impor-
tant as the church itself. The local
church is one of three God-ordained
institutions. The local church is
God's agency to actually do the
marching of His divine marching
orders. The tasks of world evangeli-
zation, baptizing and lraining of
disciples belong to the local church.

Church attendance is also as im-
portant as the gifts and callings of
God. "And he gave some, apostles;
and some, prophets; and some,
evangelists; and some pastors and
teachers; For (here's the reason) the
perfecting of the saints for the work
of the ministry, for the edifying of the
body of Christ:" (Ephesians 4:11,12).
God has called various men into
these specific offices that you, as a
Christian, may be complete and
equipped to do the work of the
ministry.

Church attendance is also as im-
oortant as the Great Commission
itself. The local church is God's
organization and organism to carry
out His plan of every living soul
having had a clear presentation of
the gospel. Let's ask this modern-
day generation of "electronic"
church members: Where do you
tithe your income? How do you have
fellowship? How do you support
world missions? How are you a faith-
ful steward of your talents and
time?"

Deemohasis of church attend-
ance has produced a generation of
"grand-stand Christians," content
to watch the contest between the
saints of God and "the rulers of the

darkness of this world." Those
Christians who faithfully attend
church, receive instruction in right-
eousness, participate in the ministry
of reaching others for Jesus Christ
and are far more qualified to do bat-
tle with the "fiery darts of the

wicked," and the wicked one, him-
self .

The best folks I know do go to
church !

ABOUT THE WRITEB: Richard Kennedy
paslors Temple Free Will Bapt¡st Chutch.
Greenville. North Carolina. L

Lígfr.t on Lile's
Questio,ns o o o

By Wade T. Jernigan

QUESTION: We love our ANSWER: Having no idea what your pastor ls
pastor, but he never paid makes it difficult to deal with part of the
seerns able to live on the question. Some churches do not pay a living
salary the church pays. salary, while on the other hand some pastors
What is a fair way of deter- could not be afforded by the best paying
mining a paslor's salary? churches. When a minister agrees to a salary,

he should strive by all means to adjust his
style of living to conform. Churches should
consider oeriodic raises.

Now to the main part of your question.
Some suggest listing the salaries and benefits
of all heads of church families. Then divide by
the number of family heads. Whatever the
average is, then the salary (with benefits) is
paid to the pastor.

This seems fair when first considered, but
when more study is given it appears that other
considerations should be made. Your pastor's
car is always directly involved in church acti-
vities. He must entertain more than the
average family. His wardrobe must be larger
and always up to date. And too, his hours are
generally longer. With all that in mind,
perhaps the average salary with other
allowable benefits would be fair.

Readets may address the¡r questions to Mr. Jernigan at P.O. Box 1088, Nashville, Tennes-
see 37202. Please l¡m¡t each quest¡on to one spec¡f¡c top¡c. There w¡ll be no personal corres-
pondence regard¡ng those quesfions which ate not used in the magazine. The column w¡ll not
necessarily be cons¡dered the olficial voice of the denominat¡on relat¡ve to the problems ¡n-

volved.



"Judaism seemed a religion of the past,... tt

He Found
Christ

By Vernie H. Hersey

I I t hen Z2-year-old Gary
lfll Kohnstamm entered a
f I church sanctuary for the

first time in May, 1973, at Nash-
ville, Tennessee, he was disturbed.
He resented the wooden cross on
the wall behind the rostrum.

"l looked up and saw that
cross," Gary remembers, "and it
bothered me! lt was a symbol that
Jesus was more than the prophet I

believed H¡m to be!
"Furthermore," he adds, "l felt

uncomfortable. The building
seemed strange and I didn't know
what to expect. I was a Jew."

Gary agreed to visit the church
only because of his friendship with
a young man with whom he
worked. He had no intention of be-
coming one of those "Christ¡ans"
he had come to dislike over the
years.

But, two months later, to his
amazement, he found Jesus to be
Christ. Going forward during the
gospel invitation, he stammered, "l
believe in Christ," speaking the
name of Christ for the first time.

Gary continues to be amazed at
how God worked in his life to
reveal Christ to him. Born in 1952
into a Jewish Orthodox family,
Gary spent his childhood years on
an army post in Arizona. His
father, an army major, instructed
the family in Judaism with the help
of a Rabbi Chaplain who visited the
post weekly.

ln 1963 at the age of 1 1, Gary
moved with his family to Nashville
where his father retired. Under his
grandfather's influence, he moved
deeper into Judaism. On holidays
30 to 40 family members gathered
at his grandfather's home and
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HE FOUND (From page 11)

celebrated the Jewish festivals. At
age 13, Gary was Bar Mitzvah.

However, during his early teens,
Gary grew puzzled and dissatisfied
with Judaism. He felt a need for
direction and guidance he could
not find in his religion.

"l was puzzled by the cere-
monies," he confides. "There was
nothing to look forward to. I felt no
purpose in life. Judaism seemed a
religion of the past; we never
looked at what was ahead but at
what was behind. lt was as though
we had to walk backwards to see
anyth ing. "

Not being able to keep all the
orthodox laws presented a problem
to Gary. "l was confused about my
sins," he explains. "When I

stumbled or failed, I had nothing to
guide me.

"Once a year, I marched in a
procession from the Jewish Syna-
gogue down to a lake. We cast
bread crumbs symbolic of our sins
into the water. As the ducks
gobbled up the crumbs, I could not
understand how we could sin 364
days of the year, throw them all
away the last day, only to begin to
sin all over again."

During high school, Gary be-
came more confused and dis-
illusioned. "l was really lonely," he
recalls. "Students lreated me as
though I had a disease. They ac-
cused me of nailing Jesus to the
cross. I tried to explain that I had
nothing to do with His death-that
I wasn't even there. Until my junior
year, a group of boys would catch
me behind the school and beat me
up."

But Gary sees now that God
used the unpleasant experiences
for his good. Because of the perse-
cution at school and his discontent-
ment with religion, he determined
to get out of Judaism as soon as
he reached age 18.

And he did. By the time Gary
graduated from high school, his
grandfather was dead. His father,
who suffered from multiple sclero-
sis, was in a nursing home. With
their influence and authority
removed, Gary abandoned the
oractice of Judaism.

After graduation, he spent six
months in the military. Returning to
Nashville, he met his future wife,
Brenda, a professed Christian.

"But," Gary explains, "our dif-
ferences of religion presented no
real oroblem at the time. We dis-
cussed the subject briefly, decided
we could never agree and put the
issue aside."

A few months later, Gary and
Brenda married. "We soon dis-

remembers. "l didn't want to hurt
his feelings by saying no; yet, I

was wary of Christians. Jerry
assured me no one would pressure
me; we would just have a good
time together.

"Everyone was friendly and dif-
ferent from what I expected," Gary
says. "They were kind and seemed
sincere. My attitude changed
somewhat-but I was still skeo-
tical."

"They accused me of
nailing Jesus to the

cross, "
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covered that the matter of religion
was an issue," Gary points out.
"Brenda wanted to go to church
but refused to go without me; I

refused to go. I stubbornly refused
to listen to anyone who tried to
speak to me of the church or of
Jesus. "

Gary grew more discontented
and their home was anything but
peaceful. Then, several unfortunate
experiences with tactless, argu-
mentative Christians from a neigh-
borhood church further hardened
Gary's heart.

"l was convinced," he says,
"that all Christians struck out at
everything, felt bitter about things
they believed wrong and pressured
people into their belief. I was more
determined than ever to have
nothing to do with them l"

But, even then, God was pre-
paring a young man to enter Gary's
life and point him to Jesus as
Christ. Gary met Jerry Darrell, a
patient and understanding
Christian, on his job. A close friend-
ship developed between the two
men.

One day in May, 1973, Jerry
invited Gary and his family to a
church picnic. "l was upset," Gary

Right away, Jerry further compli-
cated matters for Gary. He invited
him to church on Sunday morning.
Gary considered this a much big-
ger step than he cared to take.
But, he valued Jerry's friendship
and agreed to go.

Entering Fellowship Free Will
Baptist Church, he saw the cross.
"Worst of all," he recalls, "l
fhought the minister spoke dispar-
agingly of the Jewish Sanhedrin and
the Pharisees. This riled me. Later,
Jerry calmed me down and ex-
plained that the minister was only
relating facts from the Blble re-
garding their attitude toward
Jesus."

The explanation pacified Gary
and by now his curiosity drew him
back to the services. After aþ
tending several services, he
became more open to the friend-
ship of the people.

"l felt I could never believe in
Jesus as the Son of God," Gary
says, "but I wanted to be with
those people. They were so happy

-my life was in pieces; I had
nothing to look forward to."

Gradually, Gary realized that
whatever the Christians had, he
needed and wanted.



"One Sunday morning, Jim
Lauthern, a deacon, put his arm
around me and said, 'l am praying
for you, Gary.' I didn't understand
why he would pray for me and for
what-but I liked knowing that he
cared."

Gary invited Pastor Wallace
Hayes into his home to discuss the
teachings of the New Testament.
Meanwhile, the Holy Spirit con-
tinued to convict him and bring him
to a believing faith.

A few weeks later, he and
Brenda responded to the invitation,
Brenda to rededicate her life and
Gary to accept Christ as Savior.

"l was dumbfounded," Gary re-
members, "Jim lauthern was
reading scriptures to me and I was
believing everything he read.
Whether or not my family or
friends agreed, I had to accept
Christ. "

Then, Gary made that life-
changing profession, "l believe in
Christ," realizing that he had found
Jesus to be Christ, the Messiah,
his Savior.

Accepting Christ severed his re-
lationship with his only brother.
However, Gary is grateful for the
way God intervened that he might
continue.his relationshio with his
mother. Much to his surorise when
his mother spoke with the Rabbi,
he encouraged her to accept
Gary's decision.

Although his mother and brother
still do not understand, Gary
witnesses to them of Christ with
confidence. He remembers how
God brought h¡m to a believing
faith.

Today, Gary feels right at home
in his church and enjoys working
with the youth of the church. He is
grateful for the change in his life
and home.

"My life is different now," he
says. "The fighting and disputes
are gone from our home. I am at
peace with myself and God. I have
everything to look forward to now
lhat I have found new life in
Christ. "

ABOUT THE WRITER: Vernie Hetsey is em-
ployed by the Board of Ret¡remenl and ln-
surance, Nashville, fennessee. She ls a
member of Fellowship Free W¡ll Baptist
Church. Nashv¡lle. A
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Has inflation grabbed your checkbook?
Are you finding it harder to walk by
faith and still pay the bills?

This article is for you!

God's
IVIultipIícøtíon

By Matilda Nordtvedt

t the end of my first year of
Bible College, I attended a
missionary conference and

was greatly challenged to make a
sizable pledge for the coming year.
But how could I expect to pay such
a pledge when I had no money?
My sumrner earnings would barely
pay for my school expenses in the
fall.

The Lord spoke to me through
Ecclesiastes 11:1 and 4: "Cast thy
bread upon the waters; for thou
shalt find it after many days . . . He
that observeth the wind shall not
sow, and he that regardeth the
clouds shall not reap." That was
my problem: I was observing the
winds and the clouds (circum-

Tøbles
stances) instead of trusting God.

"Okay, Lord, I'll trust You," I

said as I made my pledge. God
honored my trust in Him. I did not
have to struggle and scrimp to
save up for school the next year;
my generous older brother decided
to pay my school costs for me. I

was able to pay my missionary
pledge, too. lt was a lesson I would
never forget: God honors those
who honor Him.
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CLOUD WATCHERS NEUER GIVE
Many churches today and

missionary societies are in finan-
cial straits because Christians are
not giving to God's work. Some
blame inflation for this lack.
"Everything costs'so much," they
say, "how can I afford to give to

the Lord?"
I'm sure that is how the Jewish

exiles felt who had returned to
Jerusalem from Babylon. They
were building their homes under
great difficulties: the charred ruins
and rubble of their cities and fields
had to be cleared away; they were
surrounded by enemies.

ln their efforts to build their own
homes, they forgot about God's
house. Haggai the prophet
reminded them that the Lord's
house lay waste while they ran
every man to his own house (See
Haggai 1:9). He told them that with
this kind of a self-centered attitude
they were putting their wages into
a bag with holes (See Haggai 1:6).
God was actually blowing away
their profits because they were not



honoring Him (See Haggai 1:9).
Solomon said: "There is he that

scattereth, and yet increaseth; and
there is he that withholdeth more
than is fitting, but it tendeth to
poverty" (Proverbs 1 1 :24).

Christians who honor God with
their substance find that God in
turn honors them. He makes the
remainder stretch to cover their
needs.

BAD TIMES CALL F()RTH
()UR BEST

Strangely, it seems harder to
give at a time of affluence than at
a time of poverty. During the Great
Depression a missionary society
felt led of God to start a work in
Africa. What a time to begin!
People were out of work; money
was scarce. But the Christians
were willing to give out of their
poverry.

ln Brooklyn, New York, a group
of Norwegian immigrants banded
together to help send the mission-
ary couple to Africa. Although the
men were out of work, the women
had jobs as housemaids. From
their small salaries they gave.

One young couple dispensed
with an engagement ring, giving
the money it would have cost, to
the mission. Others denied them-
selves smaller luxuries. ln soite of
the depressed state of the
economy, enough money came in
to send out the missionary couple.

One day George Muller, who
founded several orphanages in
Bristol, England over 100 years
ago, received a gold watch and
chain from a Christian,
accompanied by this note: "A
pilgrim does not want such a
watch as this to make him happy;
one of an inferior kind will do to
show him how swiftly time flies,
and how fast he is hastening on to
that Canaan where time will be no
more: so it is for you to do with
this, what it seemeth good to you."
George Muller sold the valuable
watch and used the money for the
care of his orphans.

Someone has put it this way:
"Give until it hurts. and then until it
stops hurting." When it "stops
hurting" it becomes a great joy to
give. George Muller said, "My aim

never was how much I could
obtain. but rather how much I

could give."
David gave generously for the

house of God during his last days
as king of lsrael. His example
inspired his people to also give, not
grudgingly, but willingly and joy-
f ully.

David said to God, ". . . Who am
l, and what are my people, that we
should be able to offer so willingly
after this sort? For all things come
of thee, and of thine own have we
given thee" (l Chronicles 29:14).

He recognized that even the
ability to give was from God,
because everything they had was a
gift from Him in the first place.

EVALUATE PRI()RITIES AGAIN

Sometimes we forget that we
are nol owners of God's gifts, but
simply stewards. As we dispense
His gifts wisely and faithfully, He
will entrust us with more. Are not
the cattle upon a thousand hills
His, and the silver and gold?

ln light of the fact that two and a
half billion people in the world do
not know God and two of them are
going into elernity every second,
can we continue to deprive them of
the hope of the Gospel by selfishly
overspending on ourselves?

When Elisha's servant secretly
accepted gifts from Naaman, the
Syrian captain who had been
healed of his leprosy, Elisha said to
him: "ls it a time to receive
money, and to receive garments,
and olive yards, and vineyards, and
sheep, and oxen, and menservants
and maidservants?" (ll Kings 5:26).

We might ask ourselves: "ls it a
time to enjoy luxuries when 7000
people an hour are dying without
Christ?"

When lepers outside the
besieged city of Samaria dis-
covered the Syrians had fled and
left an abundance of food, they
could not keep the wonderful
secret to themselves. They said to
each other; "We do not well. This
day is a day of good tidings, and
we hold our peace" (ll Kings 7:9).

The world needs the good tid-
ings today as never before. We
must share them. "How shall they
hear without a oreacher? And how

shall they preach except they be
sent?" (Romans 10:14,15). We add:
"How shall they be sent unless we
Christians give more for their
support? lt is not only our duty as
stewards of God's gifts-it is a
glorious privilege.

"Cast thy bread upon the
waters." God will multiply it just as
surely as He did the loaves and
fishes. Someday it will come back
to you in multiplied blessing.

ABOUT THE WRITER: Matilda Nordtvedt ¡s
a freelance writer residing in Everett,
Wash¡ngton. L
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"Hesees th,e wotld....))
- Clnatles Th,lgeen -

li

HE SEES THE WORLD
Rulus Colfey is a large man with a

tender heart. He ,s a good man who
/oves God and loves people. He has
been a faithful paslot and a loyal de-
nom¡nat¡onal woúet.

Brothet Cofley is a prcachet ol the
Word ol God. He ¡s a d¡ligent student
ol the Word who del¡ghts to teed on
the "brcad ol heaven." Attet least¡ng
himselt. he enjoys shar¡ng those truths
with the ones to whom he m¡n¡sters.

Rulus Coffey is a lover of sou/s. He
h¡mself is a soulw¡nner. Whelher he ¡s
preaching as a representat¡ve ol the
National Assoc,alion of Free W¡il Bap-
lists, or as a revival¡st, his plea is lor
lhe losl to tun to Christ and þe saved.

This urgency of soul rs seen rn
Brothq Coltey's missionary intercst.
His heatt beals for mrsslons. He was a
missionary pastor: he was a /'nrssion-
ary department executive: he con-
tinued to s/row rn,ssionary concern as
Executive Secretary oÍ the denom¡na-
t¡on. Whalever Brothq CofÍey does,
he w¡il continue to be ded¡cated to
tot a I wo r ld ev angel¡ zat ion.

Charles A. Thigpen
Pres¡dent

Frce Wiil Baptist Bible Coilege

ALWAYS THE DIPLOMAT
One ol the commendable qualil¡es

in the lile and m¡nistty of Rufus Colley
¡s d¡plomacy. Over and ovet again he
has shown a genuine des,?e ¿o sell/e
d¡sagreemenls and misun-
derslandings among the brcthren.

Bufus ollen anticipated such ptob-
lems and attempted to head olf trouble
betorc ¡t staned. At othq times, after
confl¡cts had alteady heatecl to the
boiling point, he took the ¡nit¡at¡ve to
get diflering patties togelher for open
debate and ñonest d,scuss¡on of the
conlrovetsy.

Ev¡dently, such men have always
been needed in the wotk ot the Lod.
Proverbs 6:/9 says that the Loñ hates
those who sow drscord among the
brethren. Jesus' reference to peace-
makerc ¡nd¡cates they were needed in
His day. Paul's exhottation to l¡ve
peaceably as much as possible with all
men ¡s ev¡dence that str¡fe and d¡scord
continued ¡n his time.

Our day cont¡nues with ¡ts share of
such trouble. The church today needs
men who will help keep peace in the
family ol God. Butus Cofley has proven
h¡mselÍ to be such a man.

Bobby Jackson
Moderator

Naflonal Assoc iat¡on of
Free W¡ll Bapt¡sts

GOT DOWN ON OUR LEVEL
We f¡rst became acqua¡nted wìth

Brother Cotfey more than 20 years
ago. The Cofteys came to pastor out
church at a t¡me when our fam¡ly
needed a teachet such as he.

As a paslo/ he stayed true to the
Word of God. He called s¡n sin and
foughl it every way poss,ô/e. His mrn,s-
tty rcached far-lrom ¡ail cells and
cha¡n-gang camps to the foreign lields
oÍ the wotld. He had a heart tull of love
and compassion lot the /osl. Some ot
the f¡nest Cñrislians ¡n ou church are
those /,e led to the Lord. He stressed
soul-winning, and many of us won our
f¡tst converts undet his min¡stty.

The Colleys never seemed to tire of
tty¡ng to w¡n the conf¡dence ol the
young people, and eventually lhey won
many of them to the Loñ. The parcon-
age was always open for thet vis¡ts.
The youth of that t¡me ava¡led them-
se/ves of the oppottunity lo gel c/ose
to the pastor tamily and always lound
real f riends ¡n them.

Brother Cofley was not only a pastot
to our lamily, but ¡n many ways ñe was
much more. A bettet friend we never
had. He was always ava¡lable when we
needed counselling or someone to
help us w¡th any task, no matter how
small.

We rcmembü so vividly fi/s
rnessages on how Chtistians should
accept lhe death oÍ a loved one. They
seemed so Íoreign to the way we
thought we should feel. Howevet, at
the pass,ng ol my brother and falher-
in-law, God's promises proved to be
true. He sustained us /usl as Brother
Colfey said He would! As a brothet ¡n
Cht¡st he was down on our level, never
too busy to l¡sten when we needed
someone.

We felt out hearts would brcak
when he announced his res¡gnation.
However, we accepted the dec¡sion
and have watched the Loñ work¡ng in
h¡s life s¡nce. We are so g,ad that h¡s
lile touched ours. He s a great man
and we shall always appreciate and
remember him for his wit, wisdom and
sp¡ritual guidance.

Allen W. Baxley. member
F¡rst Frce Wiil Baptist Chutch

F lorence. South Carolina
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3(...a balanee o, friumol'
and wlsdotÌl....t!

- Itfalcolm Fr¡¡l -

NO TASK TOO SMALL
It has Þeen my pilvilege to trcvel

with Rufus Colfey seven yeaß, plan-
ning Nat¡onal meet¡ngs which included
the National Youth Conlerence. ln
addition. we often traveled togelhet to
rcNesent our ministries af slate
meetings and professional organiza-
t¡ons.

Mr. Coffey man¡lested a balance of
humot and candidness. wisdom and
understand¡ng, convict¡ons and com-
passlon. I remember the day the dog
tell ¡nto the trash dumpstet at the
National Off ices. Poor mongret
couldn't climb or iump out of the deep
b¡n. Upon tealizing the dog's plìght,
Mr. Coffey, oblivious to people or posi
t¡on, immediately ¡umped in and re-
ttieved the poot critter.

He was adept at rubb¡ng shoulders
w¡th convenlion, chamber ol com-
merce and housing burcau peßonnel
on the one hand, and riding a tractor
around the National Olfices to remove
snow from the driveway and paú¡ng
arca on the other. One summet he at-
lempted lo help mow the lawn by
dr¡ving the tractot. The terrain being
rough and hilly caused him to lose con-
trol, w¡th |he lÊctor headed across
Þusily-traveled Murfreesþoro Boad,
and Rufus Colfey in hot putsu¡t!

Mr. Coffey was a woùer detetmined
to excel. A man's man-buily and
þo,slerous, and yet gracious and dis-
crcet. About the only thing he hated
was sln, giving lorth stern rebukes and
yet lov¡ng the sinnet, as evidenced by
freely Ílowing tears. He constantly em-
phas¡zed the spir¡tual aspecls o/ our
ministr¡es, even in monthly Manage-
ment Comm¡ttee meetings, while of
necessily dealing w¡th the mundane. lt
was my ¡oy and pr¡v¡lege to setve w¡th
such a colleague.

Malcolm C. Fry
Assislant D¡rcctor

Sunday School and Church Training
Departmenl

REMEMBERS HOSP¡TALITY
AND CONCERN

Almost 16 years ago, RuÍus and
Maude Colfey opened the doots ol
their home to welcome WNAC'9 newly
elected executive secretary lo Nash-
ville. Mrs. Coffey was WNAC Nes¡dent
at that t¡me. She was a trcmendous
help to me.

On numerous occaslons srnce. /.
along w¡lh many otherc, have enioyed
their warm hospitality and those de-
lectable meals concocted by Mts.
Cofley.

As capta¡n of our nalional olfices
"ship of state," Mr. Colfey has spared
no efÍort to crcate a climate lor
smooth sailing for the rest of us. More
Ihan once he rescued me from choppy
walers, and I amgrateful.

Rulus ColÍey ¡s a good adm¡n¡stn-
tot. We have all been proud to have
h¡m rcNesent Frce Wiil Eapt,sts öoti,
with¡n and without our denominat¡on in
an ¡ntell¡gent and effic¡ent mannet.

I wish both Rufus and Maude Colley
much success and happiness as they
return to the Dastorate.

Cleo Pursell
E xecut ive Se c r eta ty-T rcas u re r

Woman's N at¡onal Aux¡liaty
Convention

GOES THE EXTRA MILE!
Early in 1976 I accepted Mr. Col

fey's invitat¡on to work at the National
Ollices as recept¡onist and c¡rculat¡on
manager Íor CONTACT.

Dut¡ng these lhrce years, I have ob-
served whal a truly compassionate
person he is. On many occasions /
have seen teats well up in his eyes and
strcam down his lace as he sharcd
prayer reguesls or ilems of praise
du r i ng devot ¡onal t ¡me.

His heatt is tender, and he ¡s keenly
rcspons¡ve to the needs of those
around him. He ¡s wiil¡ng b l¡sten to
our problems and do all in his power to
help in each situat¡on.

He lruly cares about and is con-
cetned for |he well be¡ng and happi-
ness of lhose who work with and lor
h¡m. I appreciafe h,s slncere desire to
treat evetyone lairly. He goes the
extta mile! He turns lhe other cheek!

Geneva Trctlet
Co-worker

Executive Ollice
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H()ME MISSI()NS GIVING

SETS NEW REC()RD

NASHVILLE, TN-Free Will Baptist
churches are responding at a record
level to the financial support of
national home missionaries accord-
ing to Director Roy Thomas. The
department received $87,621 .77
during the month of May, the largest
amount in its history for a given
month. Yearly receipts by May 31

totalled $370,694.05. This placed
the deoartment $47,360 ahead of
the needed quota to reach the 1979
budget of $800,000.

The National Home Missions De-
partment is enjoying an exceptional
year in another area also. Combined
reports from the field reveal home
missions churches average 90 con-
versions per month.

Director Thomas attributes the
soulwinning and financial increase
to "the blessings of the Lord, the
dedication of our missionaries, the
faithfulness of our supporters and
the resourcefulness of our staff ."

Thomas continued, "The future
looks bright for home missions. The
deoartment has 47 missionaries, the
largest number ever. Nine appli-
cants were approved at the May
Board meeting. Several new appli-
cants are scheduled for the next
meeting.

"An additionalstaff member, Rev.
John Gibbs, began work as director
of development this summer. Prayer
is requested as the Home Missions
Department labors to place a mis-
sionary in every state for a church in
every city."

REV. PAULJ. SHEEHAN, 71,
WITH THE L()RD

tack May 23 at
Florence.

TURBEVILLE, SC

-Rev. Paul
Sheehan of Tur-
beville, superin-
tendenl of the
South Carolina
Free Will Baotist
Home for Chil-
dren for 15 years,
died of a heart at-

Bruce's Hosoital in

Brother Sheehan was born in Clif-
ton, South Carolina on April 3, 1908;
a son of Mr. and Mrs. Joe Sheehan
of Spartanburg. On March 31,1931,
he married Lillie Mae Philbrick. They
had two children and later adopted a
third.

Funeral services were conducted
twice, once at Horse Branch Free
Will Baptlst Church in Turbeville;
and also at Whitney Free Will
Baptist Church in Spartanburg, with
burial at Greenlawn Memorial
Gardens. Officiating at these ser-
vices were Rev. Hal Norton, pastor
of Chapel by the Sea, Garden City,
South Carolina; Rev. Lois Clayton,
oastor of First Free Will Baotist
Church, Lancaster, South Carolina;
and Rev. Wilburn Beasley, pastor of
Horse Branch Free Will Baotist
Church, Turbeville.

Rev. Sheehan pastored Free Will
Baptist churches in both North and
South Carolina for 48 years. He had
moderated Beaver Creek Associa-
tion in South Carolina and served as
assistant moderator of the South
Carolina State Association. He was
a charter member of the Board of
Trustees for the children's Home in
Turbeville prior to his appointment
as Superintendent.

During his years at the home,
Brother Sheehan served as a father
to over 200 homeless and parent-
less children.

Paul J. Sheehan is survived by his
wife, Lillie Mae: a son Paul Leon
Sheehan of Spartanburg; two
daughters, Mrs. Yvonne Tipton of
Turbeville and Mrs. Vickie Hubbard of
Columbia; one sister, Mrs. Pauline
Thrasher of Spartanburg; 10 grand-
children and two great-grandchil-
dren.

FREE WILL BAPTIST

RANDALL H()USE HIRES

FIELD REPRESENÏATIVE

NASHVILLE, TN

-Jonathan 
Thig-

pen was employ-
ed July 1 by
Randall House
Publications and
the Sunday
School and
Church Training
Department as

Special Field Representative. His
responsibilities include working with
churches and calling on bookstores
to stimulate increased sales of Sun-
day School and Church Training
materials as well as Randall House
books.

Prior to accepting his present
âssignment, Thigpen, 1973
graduate of Free Will Baptist Bible
College, pastored First Free Will
Baptist Church of Hixson (Chat-
tanooga), Tennessee. Previous to
entering the pastorate, he served
four years with the Church Training
Service Department as assistant to

R the direetor.
; Rev. Thigpen resigned his
¿ position with CTS in December of
t 1977 ro pursue graduate studies. He
É enrolled at Tennessee Temple
=" Schools where he received a
a master's degree in religious educa-
R tion.



KINSTON, NO-Detegates to the
17th annual North Carolina State
Association unanimously rejected
further use of certain sections of re-
port form EX-101, the quadruplicate
long-form used across the denomi-
nation to gather statistical data.
Saying they "feared financial infor-
mation disclosed on the form would
fall into government hands and be
used as leverage to force churches
to pay taxes," proponents of the
petition which was introduced by
Bethel Free Wiil Baptist Churcl.r,
Marion, North Carolina, faced no
opposition.

The vote came Tuesday morning
of the June 11-12 session at Taber-
nacle Free Will Baptist Church,
Kinston. Monday afternoon Moder-
ator William Regan appointed a
three-man study committee chaired
by Goldsboro Pastor Frank Daven-
port to analyze controversy sur-
rounding form EX-10'1.

The study committee recom-
mended that the national General
Board order offensive sections of
the form deleted. Material cited as
privileged information included data
requested in lines 11-22 and g6-48.
Delegates further endorsed the
committee's recommendation that if

CERES, CA-Detegates to the 36th
annual California State Association
removed their designated restric-
tions from the 20 percent of state
Cooperative Plan receipts allocated
to national ministries. Acting at the
lequest of Executive Secretary
Rufus Coffey, the California delega-
tion brought its Coop allocation in
line with suggested national guide-
lines which distributes a designated
percentage of funds to each Þartici-
pat¡ng national department.

The 166 registered participants
met at Village Chapet Free Wiil
Baptist Church, Ceres, June 14-16.
Attention polarized on California
Christian College during much of the
Friday afternoon business session
when a proposed $191,000 budget
for 1979-80 was endorsed. Tne
college was granted permission to
enter into a contractual agreement
with the Sunday School and Church
lçining Department whereby the
CCC Bookstore will become the dis-

CALIF()RNIA REDISTRIBUTES STATE C(IOP FUNDS

the National Association did not con-
cur, the North Carolina clerk be in_
structed to "blot out" the sections
cited on the form before it was dis-
tributed to churches in 1980.

ln other action delegates sanc-
tioned the North Carolina Free Will
Baptist Ministers Benevolent Asso-
ciation, a project initiated during the
year whereby limited financial assis_
tance could be provided preachers'
wives in the event of their husbands'
deaths.

Some 244 registered for the con-
ference including 111 ministers who
approved a sharp resolution urging
minister¡al disciptine by districtsãnð
local churches. The resolution was
prompted by "several recent inci-
dents of ministerial misconduct in
North Carolina."

Before adjournment delegates
appointed a three-man committee to
prepare a memorial tribute to the
late Rev. L. R. Ennis. They also
elected Gordon Boyd as North
Carolina's Master's Men Senator.

The 1980 session moves to Mea-
dowbrook Free Will Baptist Church
in Black Mounta¡n, North Carolina.

North Carolina Pastors Eddie
Dollar, J. M. Creech and George Lee
addressed the meeting.

tribution point for Sunday School
and Church Training literature in
western states.

After lengthy discussion, a pro-
posal authorizing a study to estab-
lish an ACE laboratory school on the
college campus by August lgBO
won approval. President Daniel
Parker reported the college had
been granted applicant status with
the American Association of Bible
Colleges.

ln other action, a controversial
resolution concerning appointment
of a three-man advisory committee
to assist officers ín planning the
annual state youth conference
passed. Moderator paul Kennedy
presented an appreciation plaque to
former State Clerk-Treasurer June
Rolen for nine and one-half years
service.

The 1980 state gathering meets in
First Free Witt Baptist Church,
Bakersfield.

NORTH CAROLINA REJECTS FINANCIAL DISCL(ISURE CHURCH BEFRIENDS
NEIGHB()RING CONGREGATION

DUNN, NC-Members of prosoect
Free Will Baptist Church, Dunn,
gave their entire June 3 offering to
aid fire-ravaged Friendship Free Wiil
Baptist Church of Coats, North
Carolina. Prospect pastor J. M.
Creech says the offering totalled
$2,790-four times the church offer-
ing on the previous Sunday.

Creech concluded, "The prospect
Church wanled to be a part of the
provision God has promised His
people. All our offerings went to
Friendship Church because we love
God and His cause and His people."

On May 6, fire of an unknown ori-gin raced through Friendship
C_hurch shortly after pastor Troy
(Pete) Daniet secured the buitding
following evening services. The con-
gregation had worshipped in the
lower level of the new building since
February. They had expected to oc-
cupy their new sanctuary later this
year.

Friendship Church began 1O
years ago with no assistance from
local or state mission boards when a
small group of worshipers met in a
home on the corner of lda and
Washington Streets in Coats. TroV
Daniel led converts to purchase land
and ¡nit¡ate a pay-as-you-go building
project.

After five years sacrificial work,
members began conducting ser-
vices in the completed basement
barely 90 days before the tragic fire.
ln the aftermath of the fire, Troy
Daniel regrouped his congregation
of '100 to begin again.
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FWBBC AV()IDS
YEAR-END DEFICIT

NASHVILLE, TN-Prospects of
meeting Free Will Baptist Bible
College's $425,000-general fund gift
budget looked grim as the school
neared the end of its fiscal year,
May 31 , 1979. But on the f inal day,
gifts totaled $425,001 .05.

The victory came on the heels of
two special appeals launched in
April. First, Dr. L. C. Johnson, on the
eve of his retirement f rom the
college presidency, wrote to Free
Will Baotists and described the
prospect of closing the year with a

$30,000 deficit. People responded
with gifts of $15,268.60.

Faculty members then phoned
more than 100 pastors asking them
to take the college's need directly to
their churches. Sixty-four pastors
and churches responded and sent
$12,759.45 by the May 31 deadline.

These special gifts, combined
with regular monthly gifts, totaled
$57,901.30 for the month of MaY-
the highest income for a single
monlh in lhe history of the college.

Concerning the victorY, Public
Relations Director Paul Ketteman
observed: "The generous response
of our people during May showed
their confidence in the ministry of
Free Will Baptist Bible College. lt
was a grand way to honor Dr. L. C.
Johnson in his retirement. lt was
equally complimentary to our new
president, Dr. Charles Thigpen, as
he assumes the leadership respon-
sibilitv. "

REV. W. V. W()OD, 89,
PASTOR/EVAN GELIST DI ES

STRATFORD, OK

-Rev. W. V.
Wood, Free Will
Baptist paslor/
evangelist Íor 52
years, died April
9, 1979, in an
Ada, Oklahoma
hospital.

Funeral serv-
ices were conducted April '1'l at
Stratford Free Will Baptist Church,
Stratford, Oklahoma, bY Rev. Carl
Shivers and Rev. Earl Hood. lnter-
ment followed In Memorial Park,
Ada.

Brother Wood was born March 5,

1890, in Flippen, Arkansas. He mar-
ried Lena Johnson on July 5, 1909.
He pastored Free Wlll Baptist
Churches and conducted revivals
since 1927.

He lnvested his entire oastoral
ministry in Oklahoma Free Will
Baptist Churches. He retired from
Sunny Lane Free Will Baptist
Church, Oklahoma City, in 1959.
After retirement, Brother Wood sup-
plied many pulpits on weekends. His
evangelistic ministry extended to
Texas and California.

Rev. Wood is survived by his wife,
Lena; four daughters, Bertie Crosby
and Vera Riedel of Stratford; Wana
Mays and Mary L. Dighton of Ada,
four sons, John of Stratford; Bill of
Ada; Ray of Midland, Texas and Sam
of San Jose, California; two
brothers, two sisters, 34 grandchil-
dren, 52 great-grandchildren and six
g reat-g reat-g randch i ld ren.

PREACHERS COMMEND
PASTORS'C()NFERENCE

NASHVILLE, TN-More than 50
preachers from 10 states attended
Free Will Baptist Bible College's
1979 Pastors' Conference, MaY 21-
24.

Conference topics were Practi-
cally oriented-revival preparation,
gospel music evaluation, church
finances and others. Speakers also
challenged and informed when dis-
cussing pastoral authority and
p raye r/visitat ion respons ibilities.
Morning Bible studies, mid-morning
Chapel and evening messages
rounded out the program with inspi-
rational preaching.

The 1 979 conference sPeakers
were competent and PrePared. TheY
included Free Will Baotist Pastors
Eugene Waddell and Gene Parisher,
and Ralph Hampton, Leroy Forlines
and Vernon WhaleY f rom the
FWBBC faculty. Dr. L. C. Johnson
and Dr. Charles ThigPen Preached
in the evening.

Dr. Monroe Parker, guest evan-
gelist, educator, and missions
executive awed hearers by his grasp
of prophetic themes and abilitY to
quote f rom memory long Bible
passages.

Pastors at the conference com-
mented:

"lt will be very beneficial in my
ministry. "-Billy Vanderford (SC)

"Seminar topics complemented
each other well, as did the personali-
ties, good balance of subjective and
objective, principles and 'how to'."

-Garnett 
Reid (TN)

"Very good! I appreciate the em-
ohasis on the Word of God instead
of games, gimmicks, goals and
gadgets. "-Herman Baker (AL)
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PASTORAL CHANGES

GEORGIA
Will¡am Evans lo Bellview Church,

Colouitt lrom Central Church, Kânsas
City, MO

tLLtNOtS
Joey Murphy to Bakerville Church,

Ml. Vernon from First Church. Law-
renceburg, KY

MtsstsstPPr
Eddie Vincent lo F¡rst Church,

Amory from First Church. Anderson,
IN

Phil Ange to First Church, Columbus
f rom Grace Church, Newport, AR

oHro
Charles Trusty lo Elm Tree Church,
Saint Paris

Ph¡l W¡ley to Reynoldsburg Church,
Reynoldsburg f rom Grace Church,
Commercial Point. OH

TENNESSEE
Guy Keys to Chattanooga First,

Hixon

DIRECTORY UPDATE
INDIANA

Trellis Mayhall lo
Anderson lrom Free
Guin. AL

F¡rsl Church,
Waters Church,
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Dan Farmer, pastor of First FWB Church,
Moore, OK, and Bill Lavalley delivered a van
load of cloth¡ng to F¡rst FWB Church, Wichlta
Falls, TX, in the aftermath ol the spr¡ng
tornado.

The woman's auxiliary of First FWB
Church, Ft. Smith, AR, gave $331 lo the sup-
port of missionary Gary Thomas. Thomas and
his lamily have been appointed to the Bariles-
ville. OK. area.

A 24-hour prayer meeling preceded the
May revival al Sherwood Forest FWB
Church, El Sobrante, CA, Milton and Melvin
worthington were lhe evangelists. Milburn
W¡lson pastors.

It appears that Pastor David Sutton may
become partial to the month of Aoril. Ac-
cord¡ng to his newsletter "the monthly of-
ferings were knocking on the $9,000 door."
That is certainly a nice door for F¡rst FWB
Church, Ada, OK.

Sam Gober has resigned at North Heights
FWB Church in Sapulpa, OK. Pastoral resig-
nations are a common affair in our ranks.
What makes Brother Gober's resignation dif-
ferent is that he has pastored this church 32
years.

When 75 people regularly show up in the
prayer room before revival services, the
pastor can expect the Lofd to save some
folks. That was the case at First FWB

Wendell Walley to East Nashv¡lle
Church, Nashville from First Church.
Greenville, MS

Vernon Barker to New Hope
Church. Joellon

OTHER PERSONNEL
Ed Pack lo Firsl Church, Poteau,

OK, as minisler of music and youlh
from Herilage Temple Church, Colum-
bus. OH, as minister of music

Church, Russellville, AR. Evangelist Hughes
Ellis did the preaching, Pastor Fred Warner's
congregalion did the praying and the Lord did
the sav¡ng-25 people.

A big paving proiect is under way at North
West FWB Church, Oklahoma City, OK.
Pastor James Murray and his people voted a
$25,000 paving contract for the church park-
ing lot.

April 1 was "Dr. Miley Day" in the Nor.
theast Missouri Free Will Baptist Associa-
lion. Special services honoring Dr. and Mrs.
Miley were conducted in his home church,
Hazel Creek FWB Church, Kirksville, MO. A
commemorative plaque citing the Mileys'
years as missionaries was given.

Bill Campbell, sponsor of a youth group at
First FWB Church, Tulsa, OK, presenled the
keys lo a 1s-passenger Ford van to public
relations director Bailey Thompson during
Hillsdale College's on-campus days ¡n April.
The group is planning to raise funds for a
second van to be presented to the college ¡n

Seotember.
Members of Grace FWB Church. Okla-

homa City, OK, voted lo purchase five acres
and develop a new church plant. This action
came after a revival when 16 people were
saved. Charles Wilson pastors.

When nationally known singer Merrill
Womach gave a concert at Her¡tage Temple
FWB Church, Columbus, OH, approximately
2,000 attended. Pastor Paul Thompson
reports a number of people saved at the con-
clusion of the serv¡ce.

Ten new members were added to Zalesk¡
FWB Church, Zaleski, OK, during the month
of March according 10 Pastor Ferrell Rood.

Shortly af ter lhe congregat¡on at Reynolds-
burg FWB Church, Reynoldsburg, OH, called
Phillip Wiley as pastor, they also initiated a
new v¡s¡lation program. Pastor W¡ley reports
a number of people who had never part¡ci-
paled in a visitalion oulreach have begun
oorng so.

On miracle offering day at Urbana FWB
Church, Urbana, OH, of ferings totalled
$4,500. Pastor Roger Childers told his con-
gregat¡on since March had f¡ve pay days and
most of them live on lour pay days anyhow
that all families who could should plan to give
lhe exlra paycheck in the miracle day of-
fering. A number of families took their
paslor's advice, and the result was the
largesl of f ering in the history of the church.

Pastor Franklyn Harness is trying to work
oul some way of doing every week what he

did one week th¡s spring. The church took in
10 new members in seven days time. lf Long
Run FWB Church, Lucasville, OH, reports
500 new members next year we'll know he
found the key.

Attendance ls up 60 percent at Germany
Hollow FWB Church, Wheelersburg, OH,
Pastor Ed Purcell attributes the upsw¡ng in
attendance to theif successful bus ministry.

Here's some more good news from the
state ol Georg¡a. ln one Sunday night service
recently 18 people were saved at Providence
FWB Church, Columbus, GA. Mike Stevens
pastors. By the way, the church is so pleased
with Pastor Stevens they're send¡ng he and
his w¡fe on an all-expense-paid tour of the
holy land and Paris, France.

Five young people f rom Calvary FWB
Church, Jacksonville, FL, worked in Child
Evangelism Fellowship Friday Clubs th¡s past
year. According to Pastor Max Perry the f ive
youths w¡tnessed over 100 conversions
among youn9 peopre.

Now here's an interest¡ng name-Hallelu-
jah! That is the name of the new publ¡cation
at Antioch FWB Church, Antioch, CA. C. R.
Cantrell oastors.

Emmanuel FWB Church, Washington,
NC, purchased f ive acres on Old Bath
Highway and ¡ssued $70,000 ¡n bonds to con-
slruct their first unit building. Pastor Cec¡l
Boswell and members had been worshiping
temporar¡ly in a nursing home facility.

Member Elwood Rivenbark of Calvary
FWB Church, Durham, NC, presented Pastor
Charles Keith with a deed to two lots. The
lols were sold and appl¡ed to Calvary
Church's building f und.

A promotion deoartment has been estab-
lished by lhe deacon board of First FWB
Church, Farmington, MO. One of their first
endeavors is raising support for a radio
m¡nislry. James McAllister pastors.

Roger Reeds, director of Sunday School
and Church Training Department, Nashville,
TN, conducted a seminar May 28-June 1 at
Wesconnetl FWB Church, Jacksonville, FL.
ln addit¡on to n¡ghtly presentations Dr. Reeds
taughl ETTA classes each morning.

S¡nce Choctaw FWB Church, Choctaw,
OK, was not formally organized, Pastor Jerry
Dudley worked oul a gracious arrangement
wilh Spencer Road FWB Church, Spencer,
OK, whereby converls at Choctaw could
ma¡ntain of f ¡cial church membersh¡o at
Spencer Road. Waldo Young paslors at
Spencer Road.

Af ter only s¡x years in ex¡slence, Pea Ridge
FWB Church, Pea Ridge, AR, burned the
morlgage. Jack Wilcox paslors.
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CURRENTLY (Continued)

April 1-4 were lhe dates for a laymen's
rev¡val at First FWB Church, Fayettev¡lle,
AR. Pastor Ernest Johnson reports l¡ve men
from the congregation led the rev¡val effort.
The f ¡ve were Ralph Cooper, Dean Whillock,
Tommy Woods, Elmer Spears and Rick
McCoy.

Spartanburg FWB Church, Spartanburg,
SC. conducted its second annual World
Oulreach with guest speaker Henry Van
Kluyve, director of deputation of the Free Will
Baptist Foreign M¡ssions Department. Cash
offerings tripled that of 1978 rising lo almosl
$1 ,600. Faith prom¡ses totalled $316 per
month. Robert Rose paslors.

ln another World Outreach Sunday,
Foreign Missions' Deputation Director Henry
Van Kluyve spoke at Wooddale FWB Church,
Knoxville, TN. A cash and faith promise
appeal for the Walter Ellison family,
m¡ss¡onaries to Uruguay, resulted ¡n a cash
offer¡ng of $7,650 and monthly faith promises
of $100. Van Kluyve said this was the largest
cash offering by any one church during a one-
day emphas¡s.

Members at Victory FWB Church, Golds-
boro, NC, have started a food panlry. The
pantry was begun in an effort to have a
supply of food available whenever church
families are in need. George Lee pastors.

Af ter the California State Associalion
reactivated their execut¡ve office in 1978,
monthly ¡ncome has soared f rom an average
of $10,000 to over $15,000. Executive
Secretary Wade Jernigan said lhe month of
May was the very best when $21,000 came
lhrough the office.

A walk-a-thon for Free Will Baptist Bible
College was sponsored by Trinily FWB
Church, LaGrange, NC. Pastor Earl Hanna
sa¡d the church had a $400 goal. They ex-
ceeded that by raising $980 A plaque was
awarded Myrtle Harr¡son for raising $156
individually ¡n the walk-a-thon.

The class of 1980 at the United States
Naval Academy ¡n Annapol¡s, Maryland,
elected David Miller vice-president. David's
parenls, J¡m and Darlene Miller, are mem-
bers of Capitol Hill FWB Church, Oklahoma
City, OK. Richard Presnell paslors. 
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DON'T M'SS

"lf Church
Borgs You..."
(Page 6)

COOPERATIVE PLAN OF SUPPORT

flrr*I aon /",

Muy, 1979

May'79
Co-op Deslgn.

s 19.70 $ ... $

s.s7i.6; : : .

814.77 (874.771
263.76
425.01 (115.01)

1r6.¿i : : :

1.357.64
50.00

237.81
t07.91

RECEIPTS:
State

Alabama
Arizona
fukansas
California
Florida
Georgia
Hawaii
Idaho
lllinois
lndiana
lowa
Kansas
Kentucky
Maryland
Michigan
Mississippi
Missouri
New Mexico
North Carolina
Northwest Assoc.
Ohio
Oklahoma
Tennessee
Texas
Mrginia
Wesl Virginia
Virgin lslands

Totals

DISBURSEMENTS:
Executive Office
Foreign Missions
Bible College
Home Missions
Church Training Serv.
Retirement and Ins.
Master's Men
Commission on Theo-

logical Liberalism
Other Ministries

Totals

40.00
6t4.39
to6.29

5.090.37

L29.OO
89.49

752.88
1t,927.14

84,0.45
167.42

zi.is
159.00

Yr. to date

$ 1,033.66
398.75

13,363.66
4,293.72
1.695.55
2.082.17

3oe.ôi
6,522.09
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Part Xll
By Leroy Forlines

Concern for their testimonies may
at times lead Christians to restrict
their activities. We would not want
to hurt our testimonies by doing
something others think is wrong
even though we may not think it is
wrong. This article discusses
another type of limitation-that
limitation we impose uoon our-
selves.

Paul said, "All things are lawful
unto me, but all things are not expe-
dient: all things are lawful for me,
but I will not be brought under the
power of any" (l Corinthians 6:12).
He concluded that even though he
might consider a matter to be right,
he would not allow himself to be en-
slaved by it. Paul refused enslave-
ment by anything that claimed a
disproportionate amount of his time.

Good enough for Paul, you say,
but what about us and 20th century
problems?

We live in a sports-minded age.
Certainly, we cannot condemn
clean sports. Even Paul said there
was some profit in bodily exercise
(See I Timothy 4:B). Watching sports
may give needed relaxation to those
who feel the weight of daily respon-
sibilities.

For those able to so control their
sports involvement that they can
keep their priorities in proper place,
sports are acceptable and may
serve useful purposes. Many,
however, have become addicted to
sports.

Sports addiction (or enslavement
to sports) manifests itself in many
different ways. While some ladies
suffer from this malady, more often
it is men and boys. Among the
young, involvement in sports is often
allowed to interfere with studies and
other responsibilities. Both young
and old sports enthusiasts may sel-
fishly hog telev¡sion time regardtess
of conflicts with other family
members.

Another problem rising out of
sports addiction is family neglect.
The husband may spend most of his
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leisure time at sports events and
have no time left to share in com-
mon interests with his wife. This
approach is hazardous to one's mar-
riage.

Sports addiction keeps many
from being good church members.
Where a conflict surfaces between
sports and church attendance, the
addict suffers double-mindedness.
One mind says, "Enjoy sports." The
other says, "Take care of church
responsibility. "

James tells us the "double-
minded man is unstable in alt his
ways" (James 1:B). The dedicated
Christian must say, "Though I enjoy
sports, I will not become a slave to
sports. My concern for sports will be
kept in its proper place in the prior-
ities of life. I will not let mv concern

for sports cause me to be inconsid-
erate of other people "

Most of what has been said about
sports could be said about TV
viewing. Some are so addicted they
cannot take care of their responsi-
bilities. While many TV programs
are unacceptable for christians, a
person should not become enslaved
to acceptable ones.

Some are enslaved to eating.
Some are even enslaved to working
(work-aholics). Others may be en-
slaved to reading. Whatever the
enslavement, it can be very harmful
to the Christian life.

With regard to the things that are
acceptable within themselves, we
must say with Paul, "l will not be
brought under the power of any"
(l Corinthians6:16). ¡
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OUR WOMEN SPEAK

By Hennie Helpmeet

Alice was a poor soul. Alas! She
could not sing like Susie, play the
piano like Penny or generate enthu-
siasm as Gertie. Evidently she was
not included in the often heard state-
ment, "Everyone has a talent."

What could poor Alice do in a par-
sonage? She had a problem. You
see, she loved Peter who was
headed for the pastorate.

Now everyone knows that the
pastor's wife, though not allowed to
be the regular pianist, must fill in
whenever Eunice Usual decides not
to come. She must render special
music for any funeral where there is
no particular choice, and her cup
must have a continuous overflow
whether her husband's salary pro-
vides for it or not.

Alice had a real problem-she
was already married to Peter! The
church had not asked for her quali-
fications . . . yet, but they would.
Then where would poor Alice be?

Allce

Adequate

Alice received good advice from
her own pastor, "Just be a faithful
member of your husband's church,
like any other woman," he told her.
And so Alice, unaided by great
talents, tried hard.

She found that she could sing in
the church choir . . . if she didn't
sing too loudly. She could volunteer
her services for the church nursery
anytime. She could serve on com-
mittees and attend quarterly
meetings and take her turn at clean-
up chores after church socials.

Though Alice was busy and the
people were nice about her inade-
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quacies, deep within her lay buried
the realization that she was some-
where else when they passed out
the talents.

True it was that Alice could
stretch a pound of hamburger meat
farther than anyone else. She could
wear her hand-me-down dresses
with dignity. She could pretend not
to hear a member of the Woman's
Auxiliary when she spoke of her hus-
band's raise in salary or increased
retirement benefits. She never
thought of these things as anything
more than acts of necessity.

Then one day as she beamed
over her new garment made from a
remnant off the bargain counter, the
truth dawned and Alice's cup truly
overflowed.

"My talent is to make something
out of nothing," she exclaimed.
"What better qualification does one
need for a position in the parson-
age.?"

ABOUT THE WRITER: Henn¡e Helpmeef ,S A
Christian woman who frcm her own expeil-
ences ñas made some observat¡ons lhat
might be ol benef¡t to others l¡ke her. L



"There are no scriptural
grounds for an
' i n-the-ch u rch' anoi nti ng
service."

ondervan Pictorial Bible Dic-
tionary defines anointing, "to
apply oil to a person or thing,

a practice common in the East."
Three kinds of anointing were

practiced in the Bible land: ordinary,
sacred and medical.

Scented oil was commonly used
in the ordinary personal practice of
anointing (Ruth 3:3; Psalm 104:'tS;
Proverbs 27:9), This practice was
usually discontinued while in mourn-
ing (ll Samuel 14:2; Danid 10:3;
Matthew 6:17). Also listed under the
ordinary practice is anointing guests
(Luke 7:46) and preparing the dead
for burial (Mark 14:8, 16).

Dedication of things and persons
was the stated purpose of sacred
anointing. There are several biblical
incidents depicting this type.

Jacob anointed the stone at
Bethel for a pillow (Genesis 28:18),
and Moses anointed the tabernacle
and its furniture (Exodus 30:22-29).
Priests (Leviticus B:1 2-30), prophets

(1 Chronicles 16:22) and kings (1

Samuel 9:16; 16:1,12, 13), among
others, also came under the oil.

The oil symbolized the Holy Spirit
and that the things and persons
were set apart. ln the case of the
persons, they were empowered for
a particular work in God's servíce.
Quite common in that day was the
expression, "the Lord's anointed"
(Lamentations 4:20; 1 Samuel 12:3).
Christ was twice called "the
anointed one" (Psalm 2:2; Daniel
9:24-26). Through union with Christ
His disciples are anointed with the
Spirit (ll Corinthians 1 :21).

Not necessarily with oil, medical
anointing customarily was practiced
with the wounded and sick (lsaiah
1:6; Mark 6:13; Luke 10:34; James
5:14).

Christ's disciples may have
practiced anointing with oil
regularly, but Mark gives us the only
account of such action. "And they
cast out many devils, and anointed
with oil many that were sick, and
healed them," Mark ô:13.

Commenting on Mark 6:13, Ihe
New Bible Commentary states,
"Anointing with oil is mentioned only
here, Luke 10:34 (a case of medical
use) and James 5:14. lt is probably
to be thought of here as an ac-
cessory to miraculous healing and a
stimulus to faith."

James, Christ's brother, gives the
procedure in James 5:14,15 to be
followed by those engaging in the
event.

ls any sick among you? Let him
call for the elders of the church;
and let them pray over him,
anointing him with oil in the name
of the Lord: and the prayer of faith
shall save the sick, and the Lord
shall raise him up; and if he have
committed síns, they shall be
forgiven him.
There are three prevailing views

held on anointing the sick with oil:
1. The oil is in fact literal oil of

some kind. Just what type of oil to be
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ANOINTING (From page 27)

used is not stated in the New Testa-
ment. Those who engage in the
practice of actually anointing with
literal oil assume for some reason
that olive oil is to be used. This may
or may not have been the type oil
used by the apostles and suggested
by James.

For this group the simple pro-
cedure laid down by James is
followed generally. The occasion for
carrying out the ceremony is nearly
always in the room of a critically ill
person, either at home or in the hos-
pital. Very seldom is this ritual
carried out in the church service.
Most usually those wanting this
service performed for them are dis-
couraged from requesting a church
appearance for the enactment.

Since the advocates of this posi-
tion hold that the oil is literal, they
are also sticklers for the rest of the
requirements to be adhered to
strictly. The sick must call for the
elders. The elders must pray over
him. The elders must anoint.

2. The figure of oil represents the
Holy Spirit. Probably this view is
held by more Bible believers than
either of the other two though the
majority cannot really explain why.

It is believed that when the sick
calls for the elders, the elders while
in prayer in effect "pray down" the
Spirit upon the sick and by this
means the anointing takes place.

Elders in this case do not go
looking for the sick, neither do they
call them but always wait to be
called.

3. The oil represents medicine.
James' words, "pray over him,
anointing him with oil" are in-
terpreted to mean "do all you can
medically and pray." Wine (alcohol)
and oil were the two basic
ingredients in the medicine
prescribed in that day. Very possibly
the act of anointing practiced by the
disciples was the application of the
simple medicines of the day. Of
course, they prayed the "prayer of
faith," and the greater emphasis
was put upon the faith rather than
the oil.

One reason for believing in this

position stems from the story of the
Good Samaritan (Luke 10:34). Wine
and oil were administered to the
wounds of the man left half dead.
This leads one to believe that it was

"Elders do not go

looking for the
sick...butalways
wait to be

called."

not uncommon for the average
person in that day to carry such
simple formulas with them
especially when traveli ng.

Application of the medication
took place where the man had
fallen. He was not taken to the inn
(represents the church) until after
the "anointing" had taken place. lt
would be most difficult for one to
prove that the anointing practiced
by the Disciples (Mark 6:13) was an
"in-the-congregation, church type
service."

There are no definite scriptural
grounds for an "in-the-church"
anointing service. Possibly this is
true because the emphasis is put
upon "sick," and the "sick" arg not
usually at church. During the
ministry of Christ the sick were
brought to Him, and through the
activities of the Apostles they
received the sick wherever they
went. But James seems to be
writing to the church about proper
conduct in a church carrying out the
activity.

There is plenty of evidence in the
Scripture for the general practice of
praying for the sick when the
sickness is made known through
request for prayer. But the practice
as outlined by James is more than
just a remembrance of the sick in
prayer. This is a particular type

ceremony spelled out in simple
detail.

When interpreting James 5:14,15,
the interpreter should understand
that James had addressed himself
(James 1:2) and continued to ad-
dress himself (James 5:10,12,19) to
the "brethren." His expression,
"any among you" (James 5:13,14),
carries with it the same meaning as
"brethren." This act is to be carried
out with the saved. Grounds that
God would heal an unbeliever are
not found in the Word of God.

To better understand this whole
subject, consideration must be
given to James 5:13-16. The af-
flicted (suffering) are to pray for
themselves (verse 13); the elders
are to pray for the sick (severely ill,
verse 14);and the saints are to pray
generally for the healing of each
other.

That the afflicted pray for them-
selves and the saints pray for the
healing of one another sets the
incident of the elders praying for the
sick apart as something special in
the case of the critically ill.
ABOUT THE WRITER: Wade Jernigan has a
long, active mlnistry among Free W¡il Bap-
l,sfs. He is an evangelist/educatorlauthot. Dt.
Jern¡gan res,Ues,n F rcsno, California. L
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EOURE()N STREET EVANGELIST BESET
BY FINANCIAL AND IMAGE PR()BLEMS

LAKELAND, FL (EP)-Evangelist Bob Harring-
ton, lhe flamboyant "Chaplain of Bourbon
Street," is battling linanciat and ¡mage
problems here as he attempts to establish a
Total Living Center.

"Th¡s city has been slow to respond to
me," he told Marylin Moyer of lhe Orlando
Sentinel Star. "l can only hope that my good
works will disprove any evil spoken of me."

Mr. Harringlon's reputalion was tarn¡shed
last year after he was divorced and remar-
ried. He had 1o return the rings from his
second wedding after a New Orleans jeweler
demanded payment of a $9,200 balance.
Loyola University says he owes its lelev¡sion
station $10,300 for unpaid a¡r time. and he
owes a $570,000 balance on the old F¡rst
Presbyterian Church building here where he
is selt¡ng up lhe Total Living Center.

Despite negative public¡ty, Mr. Harrington
expresses confidence that h¡s financial situa-
lion will soon be on lhe rebound. He notes
that his evangelistic organizalion grossed
some $50 million just two years ago, and
says, "l did it before and l'll do it again."

RESCUE SHIP FRIGHTENS
()FF PIRATES

SOUTH CHINA SEA (EP)-AI rhe very
momenl a pirate ship was altacking a tiny
refugee boat with 113 on board, the Food for
the Hungry rescue ship suddenly arrived on
the scene. John Newman, Director of
"Operation Rescue," reporls: "Several of the
women had been taken aboard lhe o¡rate
vessel and repeatedly raped. Their fingers
had been smashed in the process of re-
moving their rings and olher jewelry."

When Food for the Hungry approached,
the pirale ship was ramming the refugee boat
in an apparent effort to sink it and destroy the
evidence.

Newman and his crew rescued the
refugees from their sinking vessel and a few
hours later were able to land lhem safely.

Food for the Hungry, an international relief/
development agency with headquarters in
Scotlsdale, Arizona, reports that its sh¡p has
rescued 250 ref ugees on ¡ts last two mlssions
of mercy.

Reporting that the "greatest exodus ever
f rom Vietnam" is currently under way,
Newman asks the prayers and support of
Christians everywhere as "Operation
Rescue" continues.

WORLD VISION LEADER URGES
EDITORS T()WAßD A WORLD VIEW

NASHVILLE, TN (EP)-Dr. Stan Mooneyham,
president of World Vision, po¡ntedly chat-
lenged the attending 275 ed¡tors and wr¡ters
of the Evangelical Press Associat¡on in its
31sl annual convenlion here May 14-16 to
"be less provenc¡al and narrow and adopt a
world view."

Dr. Mooneyham, recently returned from
Uganda where Bishop Festo Kivengere had
made his triumphal return to his homeland,
spoke fervently of his concern for conditions
in Uganda and the mood of this country. "l
am troubled by the isolalionist mood
sweep¡ng this country," he said. "lt is both
unrealistic and unchrist¡an."

ln a far-ranging press conference and
message, Dr. Mooneyham touched
repeatedly on similar cond¡lions in several
countries and the need for forceful action. "l
met ldi Amin in 1972 and fell then I was
looking in the eyes of a demented soul," he
said. "He is lhe strongest example I know of
man's total deprav¡ty. The world must do
something about madmen, even if it means
military actlon. I applaud the action of
Tanzania in Uganda. When no one in the
world would do the right thing, Tanzania did."

Dr. Mooneyham said during Amin's reign
þetween 300,000 and a half million people
were k¡lled. And he said the situation in South
Vietnam and Cambodia is even worse and
called upon the nations to "stop do¡ng what is
merely pol¡tically expedient. "

"About 250,000 relugees have come from
South Vietnam," he said, "and if every
developed nation would take ¡n a few we
could solve the terrible suflering of the 'boat
people' at once. And we must act because
another one million are likely to be leaving the
area ¡n the future."

LAST.MINUTE CHURCH CAMPAIGN
KILLS TARHEEL DIVORCE BILL
RALEIGH, NC (EP)-A tare devetoping
church campaign to block enactment of a bill
halv¡ng the separation period for divorce suc-
ceeded in gelting lhe measure killed by the
North Carolina House of Reoresentalives.

"lt's hard to beat the Churches even when
they are wrong," the bill's floor manager,
Rep. H. Parks Helms, said after the House
voted 62-39 to reverse itself on the b¡ll's th¡rd
reading. ln lwo prev¡ous readings, lhe House
had voled by about the same margin to
approve the measure.

Sen. James H. Flowers, who sponsored the
bill and shepherded ¡t through the Senate,
rebuked the Churches for wait¡ng until the
elevenlh hour lo make their opposition
known. But church represenlatives replied
that they were unable to do so earlier, since
little had been said publ¡cly about ¡t.

Bishop Thomas A. Fraser of the Episcopal
Diocese of North Carolina, mob¡lized the
church opposition to the bill to reduce
divorce waiting periods from a year to six
months.

ACTI()N ON CULTS URGED

BY CONGRESSIONAL STAFF REPORT

WASHINGTON (EP)-A Congressionat in-
vestigal¡ve report on the murder of United
States Rep. Leo J. Ryan has recommended
stepped-up research on culls, review in lnter-
nal Revenue Service rules on lhe tax-exempt
status of churches, and the inclusion of the
subiect of cults on lhe agenda of a Wh¡te
House Conference on the Family.

The report grew oul of the investigation
which followed the death of Ryan, a California
Democral, last year in Jonestown, Guyana. lt
was prepared by a stalf ¡nvesligat¡ve group
for lhe House of Represenlatives Commiltee
on Foreign Alfairs at lhe ¡nstrucl¡ons of Rep.
Clement J. Zablocki, D.Wis., chairman of the
comm¡ltee.

The report noles lhal Jim Jones' group,
People's Temple, had lax-exempt status as a
church. lt recommends periodic review of
qual¡fying status "in order to assure thal
originally stated purposes and objectives are
still being fulfilled and that the nature and
general aclivit¡es of an organization deemed
to be a 'church' under IRS guidel¡nes have
nol changed over time." The report con-
cludes that the People's Temple "may have
been a bona fide church in its lndiana and
early California origins" but that "¡t progres-
sively losl that characterization in almost
every respecl." By 1972, accord¡ng to the
report, it could be accurately described as a
"soc¡oÞolitical movement. "

Acknowledging the complex and emot¡onal
nalure of the issue of cults, the report con-
cludes that "too little ¡s known aboul . . . cults
or the dynam¡cs and methods of such groups
and the¡r leaders. lt is not unreasonable to
conclude, in fact, that cult groups in the
United States tend to lhrive because of lhis
lack of understanding and informalion." The
reporl recommends "on an urgent basis, that
the profess¡onal sc¡ent¡fic community under-
take a concentrated program of research and
train¡ng aimed at understanding fundamental
questions ¡n this area."

The final recommendation of the reporl ¡s
lhe inclus¡on of cults on the agenda of a
While House Conference on the Family "with
special reference lo their mode of operat¡on,
the style and tactics of their leaders, and
mean and methods by wh¡ch parents and
their children can avoid becoming involved
w¡th such organizations." O)
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AIRPORT GOES BACK TO C()URT
IN BOUT WITH HARE KRISHNA

PORTLAND (EP)-The Port of Porttand has
returned to federal court, accus¡ng members
of the Hare Krishna cult who seek money
from people at the Portland airport of
engag¡ng in "lalse, fraudulenl and deceptive
practices."

Members of the cu¡t earl¡er won the courl's
sanction to propagandize and seek money
f rom travelers at the airport. Lloyd Anderson,
execul¡ve d¡rector of the port, which
manages the a¡rport, sald the new aclion
does not dispute the cult's righl to "propa-
gandize for a religious or political belief ."

"They have nol been discussing the¡r reli-
gious beliefs at the airport," Mr. Anderson
said. "They have handed oul flowers, candy,
paper American flags, lapel pins and the like.
Rather than discuss rel¡gion, they ask for
money."

Mr. Anderson said the port has interv¡ewed
154 people chosen al random who had been
approached by Krishna members at the air
port. "Nearly 90 percent said there was no
discussion of religion," he said.

MAJORITY OF AMEßICANS SUPP()RT
TUITION TAX CREDITS, POLL SH()WS

NEW YORK (EP)-The ma¡orily of Americans
support tax credils for tuilion paid to religious
and other non-public schools, according to a
New York ItmeslCBS News Poll.

"The American people generally support
President Carter's tight budget, seeing
spending cuts as a key way lo fight inflation,
but they still want to make exceptions for
particular programs or tax breaks," the
Times reported.

"The areas where about half the oublic
wanted more money spent were job
programs for the poor, aid to education and
medical and heallh programs. Neither de-
fense spending nor aid to the cilies com-
manded such supporl."

Tu¡t¡on tax credits had the largest support
in the areas announced by the lrmes. Fifty-
two percent favored an increase for educa-
tion and schools, fifty-five percent wanted to
see increased federal spending for medical
and health care programs and fifty-six
percent said they favored more expenditures
for programs to create jobs for the poor.
Tuition tax credits were favored by sixty per-
cent of lhose polled-1,500 adult men and
women around the United States.

JEWISH Y()UNG PEOPLE HELD
SUSCEPTIBLE TO CULTS

WEST HARTFORD, CT (EP)-A social worker
specializing in work among former cult
members told a B'nai B'rith meeting here that
Jewish youths are especially susceptible to
cult recruitmenl.

William Goldberg, director of social and re-
habililation services for Rockland County,
New York, said he estimates that as many as
40 oercent of Unification Church members
and 50 percent of Hare Krishna members are
Jewish. He said his estimates are based on
h¡s counseling of cultists, and his work as
head of the Freedom of Thought Foundation
Trust, an anti-cult group.

A high proportion of Jewish students at-
tend college, where much of the cult recruit-
ment is conducted, Mr. Goldberg said, adding
that Jewish students are raised to be "liberal
and free th¡nkers," who feel obligated to
consider unusual pol¡tical and theoloqical
¡deas.

CHURCHES RALLY TO

DEFENSE OF ROBISON

FORT WORTH, TX (EP)-Approx¡matety 500
churches iointly sponsored a Freedom Rally,
June 5 at the Dallas Convention Center
Arena. Featured speakers were W. A.
Criswell, Jerry Falwell, James Robison, E. V.
Hill and attorney Richard "Racehorse"
Haynes.

The rally was planned when over 800 area
ministers met with evangelist James Robison
to reaffirm their comm¡tment to freedom of
speech and f reedom of religion.

The freedom issue arose when WFAA
Television cancelled Robison's weekly
program as a result of a message he
preached on February 25th on the subject of
homosexuality. WFAA managemenl has con-
tinually maintained that religious programs
should not deal wilh controversial public
¡ssues, an area which should be reserved for
news broadcasts. Rob¡son has responded by
saying h¡s f reedom of speech is being
violated since the First Amendment
guarantees him the right to speak on issues
such as homosexuality which, he says, "were
moral ¡ssues long before they were political
ones."

The purpose of the rally was to provide an
opportun¡ty for Chr¡stians to unite on lhe
issue ol freedom of speech and lreedom of
religion. "God has used this inc¡dent to
awaken Christians to the need to stand
together on those issues upon wh¡ch we do
agree, rather than f¡ghting among ourselves
about issues upon which we disagree,"
Robison said. "We can unite behind a desire
lo oreach lhe Bible."

BIBLE.READING IN THE UNITED STATES
THEME ()F NATIONAL SURVEY

NASHVILLE, TN (EP)-A national survey by
the inlerdenom¡nalional Christian Bible
Society states that 98 percent of all Un¡ted
States homes have at least one Bible. Some
31 percent of all families said lhey had at
least one member engaged in regular Bible
study. However, the survey stated, 56 per-
cent of Roman Catholics, 26.5 percent of
Protestants and 54.8 Dercent of Jews
responded they don't read the Bible at all.

The number of Protestants who don't read
the Bible at all ranged from a low of 14.5
percent of Pentecostals to 33.7 oercent of
Presbyterians to a high of 49.5 percent of
Episcopalians.

Conducted by the National Family Opinion,
lnc., the survey was carried out among 5,000
families during October 1978. The study was
commissioned by the Christian Bible Society
to obtain information on Bible reading and
sludy habits, Bible preferences and Bible
ownersh¡o.

MOONIES' STREET TAKE IN, 1 978
WAS $20 MILLI()N, CHURCH SAYS

NEW YORK (EP)-Officials of the Rev. Sun
Myung Moon's Unif ication Church have
revealed financial records indicating thal the
group collected almost $20 million in 1978 in
slreet solic¡tations.

The information was made oublic to rebut
charges by Allen Tate Wood, a former leader
of the Church who has defected and is now a
"deprogrammer."

ln an ¡nterview with lhe New York Post and
in testimony in Manhattan Supreme Court,
where the Church is seeking tax exemplions
on its real-estate holdings, Mr. Tate had
alleged that the group makes as much as
$219 million a year through solicitations.

The Post noted that neither the figure c¡ted
by Mr. Wood or lhe one provided by the
Church could be independently verified. But
the $20 million cited by the Church for 1978
represents a substantial increase over the $8
million it claimed for 1975, the last year for
which figures had been made public.

Kathie Lowrey, the Church's director of
public affairs, said, "There are more people
soliciting now, but inflat¡on also goes into
thal. People who four years ago gave $1 for a
f lower now give $2." Å



lf the previous article is right, per_
sonat spirituat growth is OouñA lþ-in
Iq.m,??lils of ,,Be fiiled with theòptnr. ' He is at work to produce fruit
in.a believer's tife, anO ¡ifoilows tnäiñts tutness will be seen when His
work is most fully experienced

tament wavs or presenrins rhis iligliäv *r-åti'iiËi.!",;3: ;l,1[[%liiråì f i',.?"îå,1,,,:"rifrpicture is as "the fruit of tne õp¡'ìt': ãl'" tr"-.. ñeithei áõ. tn. spirit,s il..," iÅing dearest and crosesr ro us,and this-in truth-is one of the räit 
"pp"", in ouiJivãs, tutty oe- ihã ;;ry kinds of persons we are,most important things meant by the velope'0, oy soÁe óu"iÅìgr.,t miracte. our,,setves,,. 
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. Perhaps I am assuming too much:ls the spiritual deveropment of thebetiever the concern oi tne crrurônã
Consider the great commission inMatthew.2B:19,20, where there is
onty one ¡mperative verb: ,'make 

dis_
gipt.eq of (AV: ',reach") ail naiio;;.;,
And that is a three-fotd work: qóiÃo
baptizing, and reaching. Vati;;äiËl
ciptes is nor merety eu"Àgéiirñõ,

"å,T;,Íi1i"i:,î;;,ilîå.Jå[j:å THE FRUrT 0F THE sprRrT
1l jlilgr,' sisnais a responsibitity
Ior lneir whole development. Part ll

Or consider the way paul con- By Robert Picirilli

:^?Y99, his objective: ihe goar ne THE NEED AND NATURE oFlaþored for was to "presen-t every sprRrruÃi cdoilinman .perfect (mature) in Chrisi.resus" (uotossians 1:28,2g). con_sider also Ephesians 4:11'-j6, apicture of the goals of a tunctioT¡nã
rocat church. The leaders are equiplping the sa¡nts that ail may wãif<
toward_.buitding up the bódy 
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unrlst' tne goal is the growing up of fulness gf l? spirit. This knowredge As we have seen from Ephesianseach believer toward. tne mðailte r'älpt. us stay'conscióus that tñe ¿,ìrlì0, however, there is a fixedof the stature displayed it -th; 

I'i"no or cnarácter *" 3r" .tarking goaì tnat is arways our aim: the per-perfect humanitv of Jesús' ätout is sô¡rlïùr'ãnoïipernaturat. - 
r-ect manrrood of Jesus (cf. RomansSpíriruat srowih is a vatid concern --at tn"-Jár;ì;;;:;ä have the re_ B:29).of the church. we la.!lert"i iããin sponsìbility to,;ðäðbäåte,,witr tnã -Tí 

or.rhis means rhat cod, byas much about it 
":-*-" 9gn , Hàrð ðþirit it tnese-rruits-Jräio o" oròrfnì ,néån. or our spiriruar deveropmenr,are some of my own. general con_ to marur¡ty in our livãs-. Þ"rrsãvs io; il;;;ging the character of our per-clusions on the subiect' ¡J a truit ôi th; sñir, 'ror.exãmôrå 

iäãäriii"s. with a, our wonderrur, in_The various cnr¡stian^g^,g:"r_ iäår"ri"n, s:âzl;-üúi 
.he.¿rso 

com_ ãriä,jål difrerences, God,s wil is
qualities of christiancharacter-are mano! us: ';nä.ioið"'l''(pnirrppiáns tüt,; a, be characterized by suchthe real "stuff" of christian gto*ìn. ¿,il orr orn 

"úiiiJ"s and eirorrs ;;iiùii' 
of . the spirit,, as rove, ¡oy,

i:li,t"^",^r^"i¡i;,ifliXf"i"Hlii; y,1; rml:äli''í'å'i!åi 'n" 'ã'; oi pää!, ronssurrerins, senreness,
deveropins or such thinss is the verv --rñis 
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Dr. Mary Wisehart is the author
of WNAC's emPhasis month
program, "Growing uP for G9d"'
Áugust has been designated as

emphasis month, but anytime
more convenient to Your church
is accePtable-just as long as
you get growing!


