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MIRACLE (From page 3)

the New Englanders. The work of
the first National Association mis-
sionary, Laura Belle Barnard, was
the continuation of an established
tradition.

Further influence is found in the
denominational treatise. The
present confession of faith traces
most of its content to the 19th
century confessions of the New
England Free-will Baptists.

In spile of the influence, the
merger of the Free-will Baptists of
New England with the Northern Bap-
tis{s in 1911 left the southern group
as the nucleus of the growing de-
nomination.

LET’S GET ORGANIZED

The second quarter of the 20th
century found Free Will Baptisis in
the south, the midwest, and rem-
nants of the New England group in
the nerth. Most of these churches

protect local church auionomy, but
would provide the machinery for the
better stewardship of the blessings,
gifts, talents and finances that were
the heritage of the various confer-
ences.

LIVING ON TRADITION

The early days of the denomina-
tion gave birth to a number of con-
tinuing traditions,

Rupture

The title of the articie derives
from the denomination’s talent for
survivai. The middle of every
century has brought some sort of
disaster.

Persecution by the Church of
England stunted the growth of the
General Baptists in England for a
good part of the 17th century. A Cal-
vinistic Baptist proselytizing mission
in North Carolina reduced the
General Baptists there to five
churches and a few preachers in the
18th century. The question of Free-

“The middle of every century

has brought some sort of

disaster for Free Will Baptists.”

were  organized into local and
regional conferences, but the need
for a world-wide mission program
and for unity in a denomination
claiming a ministry of varied back-
grounds demanded a national
organization.

The loss of so many churches,
schools and members to the
Northern Baptists aiso gave cre-
dence to the idea of a cooperative
organization that would allow
sirength in numbers. The dream was
realized in the founding of the
National Association of Free Will
Baptists at Cofer's Chapel Church in
Nashville, in 1935.

The Association was to be an ad-
visory body that would retain and

Masonsy for Christians split church
after church in the middie of the
19th century. Then finally, the
guestion of church government
shattered the denomination's peace
in the 1960's,

Revival and Recovery

in every case the miracle per-
sisted. The denomination has re-
sponded to every rupture with new
strength and unity. In 1807, Jesse
Heath wrote io remind the Free-will
Baptists in New England that the
group in the south had been
reduced to five churches and three
ministers. By 1829, the number had
grown to 33 ministers and 26
churches.

The church government struggte
of the 20th century would reveai a
new aspect of the revival-recovery
characteristic. The denomination’s
new attitude toward trained leaders,
and quality of the leaders them-
selves, and the fierce pride of its
people in their unique identity would
aliow a response that would recog-
nize the hurt of dissension but would
reject the desiruction that had
followed other ruptures.

Rural Character

Cipse your eyes! The picture you
see is that of a small, comfortabie,
family oriented, crossroads church.
The church expresses an aura of im-
mutakility, stedfastness and confi-
dence. That's good—and bad. The
fellowship, lovyalty, allegiance to
doctrine that have come out of that
character have been sources of
strength.

But the denomination has tended
to remain rural. t’s ministry has
been limited until recently to the
small town, the crossroads. tn spite
of the few large city churches, the
typicai church is that of one or two
hundred familiar faces that struggie
along week after week rejoicing in
their immutability. Stedfastness is
an essential in theociogy, but it can
strangle the church when it extends
to methodology and vision.

LET’S LOOK TO THE FUTURE

Where now Free Will Baptists?
What does God have in store?

Though we have grewn from
some 80,000 members in 1940 to
450,000 in 1979, we still rank as one
of the smallest denominations in the
country. The world is in chacs, few
churches preach the gospel, men
are spiritually hungry, the field is
white for harvest.

[f Free Will Baptists have the
truth, it is time to proclaim it. It could
be that the miracle people have
been spared for just such a time as
this.

ABQUT THE WRITER: Dr. William F. (Bill}
Davidson is director of graduate admissions
at Columbia Graduate Schoof, Columbia,
South Carolina. A
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BEST FOLKS (From page 9)

A careful study of the book of
Acis reveals that the gathering to-
gether of believers was the hub of
their Christian lives. Likewise today,
God's plan for Christians revolves
around the locai church,

IMPORTANCE OF CHURCH
ATTENDANCE

Church attendance is as impor-
tant as the church itself, the gifts
and callings of God and the Great
Commission.

Church atiendance is as impor-
tant as the church #self. The local
church is one of three God-ordained
institutions. The local church is
God's agency to actually do the
marching of His divine marching
orders, The tasks of world evangeli-
zation, baptizing and training of
disciptes belong to the local church.

Church attendance is also as im-
portant as the gifts and callings of
God. "And he gave some, apostles;
and some, prophets: and some,
evangelists; and some pastors and
teachers; For {here's the reason) the
perfecting of the saints for the work
of the ministry, for the edifying of the
body of Christ:’" (Ephesians4:11,12).
God has called various men into
these specific offices that you, as a
Christian, may be complete and
equipped to do the work of the
ministry.

Church attendance is also as im-
portant as the Great Commission
itself. The local church is God's
organization and organism 1o carry
out His plan of every living soul
having had a clear presentation of
the gospel. Let's ask this modern-
day generation of "electronic”
church members: Where do you
tithe your income? How do you have
fellowship? How do you support
world migsions? How are you a faith-
ful steward of your ialents and
time?"”

Deemphasis of church attend-
ance has produced a generation of
“‘grand-stand Christians,”" content
to watch the contest between the
saints of God and "'the rulers of the

Light on Lije’s
Questions ...

QUESTION: We fove our
pastor, but he never
seems able to live on the
salary the church pays.
What is a fair way of deter-
mining a pastor's salary?

By Wade T. Jernigan

ANSWER: Having no idea what your pastor is
paid makes il difficult to deal with part of the
guestion. Some churches do not pay a living
salary, whiie on the other hand some pastors
could not be afforded by the best paying
churches. When a minister agrees to a salary,
he should strive by all means to adjust his
style of living fo conform. Churches should
consider periodic raises.

Now to the main part of your question.
Some suggest listing the salaries and benefits
of ali heads of church families. Then divide by
the number of family heads. Whatever the
average is, then the salary (with benefits) is
paid to the pastor.

This seems fair when first considered, but
when more study is given it appears that other
considerations should be made. Your pastor’s
car is always directly involved in church acti-
vities. He must entertain more than the
average family, His wardrobe must be larger
and always up to date. And too, his hours are
generally longer. With all that in mind,
perhaps the average salary with other
allowable benefits would be fair.

Readers may address their Guestions to Mr. Jernigan at P.C. Box 1088, Nashville, Tennes-
see 37202 Please limit each question o one specific topic. There will be no personal corres-
pondence regarding those questions which are not used in the magazine. The column will not
necessarily be considered the official voice of the denomination relative to the problems in-

volved.

darkness of this world.”" Those
Christians  who faithfully attend
church, receive instruction in right-
eousness, participate in the ministry
of reaching others for Jesus Christ
and are far more qualified to do bat-
tle with the ‘'‘fiery darts of the

wicked,”” and the wicked one, him-
self.

The best folks | know do go 10
church!
AROUT THE WRITER: Richard Kennedy

pastors Tempie Free Will Baptist Church.
Greenville. North Carciina. &
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HE FOUND {From page 11)

celebraied the Jewish festivals. At
age 13, Gary was Bar Mitzvah.

However, during his eariy teens,
Gary grew puzzled and dissatisfied
with Judaism. He felt a need for
direction and guidance he could
not find in his religion.

"I was puzzied by the cere-
monies,"” he confides. "‘There was
nothing to iook forward to. | felt no
purpose in life. Judaism seemed a
religion of the past; we never
locked at what was ahead but at
what was behind. It was as though
we had to walk backwards to see
anything.”

Not being abie to keep all the
orthodox laws presented a problem
to Gary. "I was confused about my
sins,”’ he explains. ""When |
stumbled or failed, | had nothing to
guide me.

“Once a year, | marched in a
procession from the Jewish Syna-
gogue down to a lake. We cast
bread crumbs symbolic of our sins
into the water. As the ducks
gobbled up the crumbs, | couid not
understand how we could sin 364
days of the year, throw them all
away the last day, only to begin to
sin all over again.™

During high school, Gary be-
came more confused and dis-
illusioned. “'I| was really lonely,” he
recalis. ""Students ireated me as
though | had a disease. They ac-
cused me of nailing Jesus to the
cross. | tried to explain that | had
nothing to do with His death—that
I wasn't even there. Until my junior
year, a group of boys would catch
me behind the school and beat me
up."’

But Gary sees now that God
used the unpleasant experiences
for his good. Because of the perse-
cution at school and his discontent-
ment with retigion, he determined
to get out of Judaism as soon as
he reached age 18.

And he did. By the time Gary
graduated from high school, his
grandfather was dead. His father,
who suffered from multiple sciero-
sis, was in a nursing home. With
their influence and authority
removed, Gary abandoned the
practice of Judaism.

After graduation, he spent six
months in the military. Returning to
Nashville, he met his future wife,
Brenda, a professed Christian,

“But,” Gary explains, “our dif-
ferences of religion presented no
real problem at the time, We dis-
cussed the subject briefly, decided
we could never agree and put the
issue aside.”

A few months later, Gary and
Brenda married. “We soon dis-

remembers. ‘I gidn’t want to hurt
his feelings by saving no; yet, i
was wary of Christians. Jerry
assured me no one would pressure
me; we would just have a good
time together.

“Everyone was friendly and dif-
ferent from what { expected,” Gary
says. "‘They were kind and seemed
sincere. My attitude changed
somewhat—bui | was still skep-
tical."

“They accused me of
nailing Jesus to the

cross.”

covered that the matter of religion
was an issue,’” Gary points out.
"Brenda wanted to go to church
but refused to go without me; |
refused to go. { stubbornly refused
to listen to anyone who tried 1o
speak to me of the church or of
Jesus."

Gary grew more discontented
and their home was anything but
peaceful. Then, several unfortunate
experiences with tactless, argu-
mentative Christians from a neigh-
borhood church further hardened
Gary's heart.

"1 was convinced,” he says,
“that all Christians struck out at
everything, felt bitter about things
they believed wrong and pressured
people into their belief. | was more
determined than ever to have
nothing to do with them!”’

Bui, even then, God was pre-
paring a young mar to enter Gary's
iife and point him to Jesus as
Christ. Gary met Jerry Darrell, a
patient and understanding
Christian, on his job. A close friend-
ship ceveloped between the two
mern.

One day in May, 1973, Jerry
invited Gary and his family to a
church picnic. ‘| was upsei,” Gary

Right away, Jerry further compti-
cated matters for Gary. He invited
him to church on Sunday morning.
Gary considered this a much big-
ger step than he cared to take.
But, he valued Jerry's friendship
and agreed to go.

Entering Fellowship Free Will
Baptist Church, he saw the cross.
“Worst of all,”” he recalis, “I
thought the minister spoke dispar-
agingly of the Jewish Sanhedrin and
the Pharisees. This riled me. Later,
Jerry calmed me down and ex-
plained that the minister was only
relating facts from the Bible re-
garding their attitude toward
Jesus.”

The explanation pacified Gary
and by now his curiosity drew him
back to the services. After ai-
tending several services, he
became more open to the friend-
ship of the people.

“| felt | could never believe in
Jesus as the Son of God,” Gary
says, “‘but | wanted {o be with
those people. They were so happy
—my life was in pieces; | had
nothing to look forward to.”

Gradually, Gary realized that
whatever the Christians had, he
needed and wanted.



























NORTH CAROLINA REJECTS FINANCIAL DISCLOSURE

KINSTON, NC-—Delegates to the
17th annual North Carolina Siate
Association unanimously rejected
further use of certain sections of re-
port form EX-101, the quadruplicate
fong-form used across the denomi-
nation to gather statistical data.
Saying they “feared financial infor-
mation disclosed on the form would
fall into government hands and be
Lsed as leverage tc force churches
to pay taxes," proponents of the
petition which was introduced by
Bethei Free Will Baptist Church,
Marion, North Carolina, faced no
opposition.

The vote came Tuesday morning
of the June 11-12 session at Taber-
nacle Free Will Baptist Church,
Kinston. Monday afternoon Moder-
ator William Regan appointed a
three-man study commitiee chaired
by Goldsboro Pastor Frank Daven-
port to analyze controversy sur-
rounding form EX-101.

The study commiltee recom-
mended that the nationa! General
Board order offensive sections of
the form deleted. Material cited as
privileged information inciuded data
requested in lines 11-22 and 36-48.
Delsgates further endorsed the
committee's recommendation that if

the National Association did not con-
cur, the North Carolina clerk be in-
structed to "blot out” the sections
cited on the form before it was dis-
tributed to churches in 1880,

In other action delegates sanc-
tioned the North Carotina Free Will
Baptist Ministers Benevolent Asso-
ciation, a project initiated during the
year whereby limited financial assis-
tance could be provided preachers'
wives in the event of their husbands’
deaths.

Some 244 registered for the con-
ference including 111 ministers who
approved a sharp resolution urging
ministerial discipline by districts and
local churches, The resolution was
prompted by ''several recent inci-
dents of ministerial misconduct in
North Carolina."

Before adjournment delegates
appointed a three-man committee to
prepare a memorial tribute to the
late Rev. L. R. Ennis. They also
elected Gordon Boyd as North
Carolina’'s Master's Men Senator,

The 1980 session movas to Mea-
dowbrook Free Will Baptist Church
in Black Mountain, North Carotina.

Noarth Carolina Pastors Eddie
Dollar, J. M. Creech and George Lee
addressed the meeting.

CALIFORNIA REDISTRIBUTES STATE COOP FUNDS

CERES, CA—Deiegates to the 36th
annual Cafifornia State Association
removed their designated restric-
tions from the 20 percent of state
Cooperative Plan receipts allocated
to national ministries. Acting at the
request of Executive Secretary
Rufus Coffey, the California delega-
tion brought its Coop allocation in
line with suggested national guide-
lines which distributes a designated
percentage of funds to each partici-
pating national department.

The 166 registered participants
met at Village Chapel Free Will
Baptist Church, Ceres, June 14-18.
Attention poiarized on California
Christian College during much of the
Friday afternoon business session
when a proposed $191,000 budgat
for 1979-80 was endorsed. The
college was granted parmission to
enter into a contractual agreement
with the Sunday School and Church
Training Department whereby the
CCC Bookstore will become the dis-

tribution point for Sunday School
and Church Training literature in
western siates.

After lengthy discussion, a pro-
posal authorizing a study to estab-
lish an ACE laberatory school on the
college campus by August 1980
won approval. President Daniel
Parker reported the college had
been granted applicant status with
the American Association of Bibie
Colleges.

In other action, a controversial
resolution concerning appeointment
of a three-man advisory committee
to assist officers in planning the
annual  state youth conference
passed. Moderator Paul Kennedy
presented an appreciation piague to
former State Cierk-Treasurer June
Rolen for nine and one-half years
service.

The 1980 state gathering meets in
First Free Will Baptist Church,
Bakersfield.

CHURCH BEFRIENDS
NEIGHBORING CONGREGATION

DUNN, NC—Members of Prospect
Free Will Baptist Church, Dunn,
gave their entire June 3 offering to
aid fire-ravaged Friendship Free Wii
Baptist Church of Coats, North
Carolina. Prospect Pastor J. M.
Creech says the offering totalled
$2,780—four times the church offer-
ing on the previous Sunday.

Creech concluded, *‘The Prospect
Church wanted to be a part of the
provision God has promised His
people. All our offerings went to
Friendship Church because we iove
God and His cause and His peopie.”

On May 8, fire of an unknown ori-
gin raced through Friendship
Church shortly after Pastor Troy
(Pete) Daniel secured the building
following evening services. The con-
gregation had worshipped in the
lower levei of the new building since
February. They had expected to oc-
cupy their new sanctuary later this
year,

Friendship  Church began 10
years ago with no assistance from
local or state mission boards when a
small group of worshipers met in a
home on the corner of Ida and
Washington Streets in Coais. Troy
Daniel led converts to purchaseland
and initiate a pay-as-you-go buiiding
project.

After five years sacrificial work,
members began conducling ser-
vices in the completed basement
barely 90 days before the tragic fire.
In the aftermath of the fire, Troy
Daniel regrouped his congregation
of 100 to begin again.

21/CONTACT/Aug. '79
























RELIGIOUS
COMMUNITY

BOURBON STREET EVANGELIST BESET
BY FINANCIAL AND IMAGE PROBLEMS

LAKELAND, FL (EP)-Evangetist Beb Harring-
ton, the flamboyant “Chaplain of Bourbon
Street,” is battling financia! and image
problems here as he attempis to establish a
Total Living Center.

"This cily has been siow to respond to
me,” he told Marylin Moyer of the Orlando
Sentinel Star. "'l can only hope that my good
works will disprove any evil spoken of me.”

Mr. Harrington's repulation was tarnished
last vear after he was divorced and remar-
ried. He had 1o return the rings from his
second wedding after a New Orleans jeweler
demanded payment of a $9,200 balance.
Loyola University says he owes its television
station $10,300 for unpaid air lime, and he
owes a 3570,000 balance on the old First
Presbyterian Church building here where he
is setting up the Total Living Center.

Despite negative publicity, Mr. Harrington
expresses confidence that his financial situa-
tion will socn be on the rebound. He notes
that his evangelistic organization grossed
some $50 million just two vears ago. and
says, "'l did it before and {'li do it again.”

RESCUE SHIP FRIGHTENS
OFF PIRATES

S0UTH CHINA SEA (EF}—At the very
moment a pirate ship was attacking a tiny
refugee boat with 113 on board, the Food for
the Hungry rescue ship suddenly arrived on
the scene. John Newman, Director of
"“Operation Rescue," reports: V'Severat of the
women had been taken aboard the pirate
vessel and repeatedly raped. Their fingers
had been smashed in the process of re-
moving their rings and other jewelry.”

When Food for the Hungry approached,
the pirate ship was ramming the refugee boat
in an apparent effort to sink it and destroy the
evidence.

Newman and his crew rescued the
refugees from their sinking vessel and a few
hours later were able to land them safely,

Food for the Hungry, an internationa! relief/
development agency with headquarters in
Scottsdale, Arizona, reports that its ship has
rescued 250 retugees on its last two missions
of mercy.

Reporting that the ''greatest exodus ever
from Vietnam™ is currently under way,
Newman asks the prayers and support of
Christians everywhere as ‘'Operation
Rescue™ continues,

WORLD VISION LEADER URGES
EDITORS TOWARD A WORLD VIEW

NASHVILLE, TN {EP}—Dr. Stan Moconeyham,
president of World Vision, pointedly chal-
lenged the attending 275 editors and writers
of the Evangelical Press Associalion in is
31st annual convention here May 14-18 to
"be less provencial and narrow and adopt a
world view."'

Or. Mocneyham, recently returned from
Uganda where Bishop Festo Kivengere had
made his triumphal return to his homeland,
spoke fervently of his concern for conditions
in Uganda and the mood of this country. 'l
am troubled by the isolationist mood
sweeping this country,”’ he said. "t is both
unrealistic and unchristian.”

In a far-ranging press conference and
message, [r. Mooneyham touched
repeatedly on similar conditions in several
couniries and the need for Torceful action. *'
met ldi Amin in 1972 and felt then | was
looking in the eyes of a demented soul,” he
said. 'He is the strongest example | know of
man’'s total depravity. The world must dc
something about madmen, even if it means
military action. | appiaud the action of
Tanzania in Uganda. When no one in the
worid would do the right thing, Tanzania dig.”

Dr. Mooneyham said during Amin's reign
between 300,000 and a half million people
were killed. And he said the situation in South
Vietnam and Cambodia is even worse and
called upon the nations to '‘stop doing what is
merely politically expedient.”

“About 250,000 refugees have come from
South Vietnam," he said, “and # every
developed nation would fake in a few we
could salve the terrible sufiering of the ‘boat
people’ al once. And we must act because
another one million are likely o be leaving the
area in the future.”

LAST-MINUTE CHURCH CAMPAIGN
KILLS TARHEEL DiVORCE BILL

RALEIGH, NC (EP)—A late developing
church campaign to biock enactment of a biil
halving the separation period for divorce suc-
ceeded in getting the measure killed by the
North Carolina House of Representatives.

“It’s hard to beat the Churches even when
they are wrong,” the bill's fioor manager,
Rep. H. Parks Helms, said after the House
voted 62-39 to reverse itself on the bill's third
reading. In two previous readings, the House
had voted by about the same margin fo
approve the measure.

Sen. James H. Flowers, who sponsored the
bili and shepherded it through the Senate,
rebuked the Churches for waiting untii the
eleventh hour to make their opposition
known. But church representatives replied
that they were unable to do so eariier, since
little had been said publicly about i.

Bishop Thomas A. Fraser of the Episcopal
Diocese of North Carclina. mohilized the
church opposition tc the bill 1o reduce
divorce waiting periods from a year to six
months.

ACTION ON CULTS URGED
BY CONGRESSIDNAL STAFF REPORT

WASHINGTON (EP}-~A Congressional in-
vestigative reporl on the murder of United
Stales Rep. Leo J. Ryan has recommended
stepped-up research on cults, review in inter-
nal Revenue Service rules on the tax-exempt
status of churches, and the inclusion of the
subject of cults on the agenda of a White
House Conference on the Family.

The report grew out of the investigation
which followed the death of Ryan, a California
Cemocral, last year in Jonestown, Guyana. It
was prepared by a staff investigative group
for the House of Representatives Committee
on Foreign Affairs at the instructions of Rep.
Clement J. Zablocki, 0.Wis., chairman of the
committee.

The report notes that Jim Jonas' group,
People's Temple, had tax-exempt status as a
church. It recommends periodic review of
qualifying stalus "in order to assure that
originally stated purposes and objectives are
stili being fulfilled and that the nature and
general activities of an organization deemed
to be a ‘church’ under iRS guidelines have
not changed over time.”” The report con-
cludes that the People's Temple ‘may have
been a bona fide church in its Indiana and
early California origing™ but that it progres-
sively lost that characterization in almost
every respect.”” By 1972, according to the
report, it could be accurately described as a
“'sociopclitical movernent.”

Acknowledging the compiex and emotional
nature of the issue of culls, the report con-
cludes that *'too littie is known about . . . cults
or the dynamics and methods of such groups
and their leaders. it is not unreasonable to
conciude, in fact, that cult groups in the
United Stales tend to thrive because of this
lack of understanding and information.” The
report recommends "on an urgent basis, that
the professicnal scientific community under-
take a concentrated program of research and
training aimed at understanding fundamental
guestions in this area.”

The final recommendalion of the report is
the inclusion of cults on the agenda of a
White House Conference on the Family “'with
special reference o their mode of operation,
the style and tactics cof thelr ieaders, and
mean and methods by which parenis and
their children ¢an avoid becoming involved
with such organizations.”
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RELIGIOUS NEWS
(Cont. from page 29)

AfRPORT GOES BACK TO COURT
IN BOUT WITH HARE KRISHNA

PORTLAND (EP}—The Port of Portland has
returned to federal courl, accusing members
of the Hare Krishna cult who seek money
from pecple at the Poriiand airport of
engaging in “‘false, fraudulent and deceptive
practices.”

Members of the cult earlier won the court’s
sanction {o propagandize and seek money
from travelers at the airport. Lloyd Anderson,
executive director of the port, which
manages the airpert, said the new action
does not dispute the cull’s right to “'propa-
gandize for a religious or political belief.”

“They have not been discussing their reli-
gious beliefs at the airport,” Mr. Anderson
said. "They have handed out flowers, candy,
paper American flags, lapei pins and the like.
Rather than discuss religion, they ask for
money."'

Mr. Anderson said the port has interviewed
154 peopie chosen at random who had been
approached by Krishna members at the air-
port. “Nearly 90 percent said there was no
discussion of religion,”” he said.

MAJORITY OF AMERICANS SUPPORT
TUITION TAX CREOITS, POLL SHOWS

NEW YORK (EP)—The majority of Americans
support tax credits for tuition paid to religious
and other non-public schools, according to a
New York Times/CBS News Pall.

"“The American peopie generally support
President Carter's tight budget, seeing
spending cuts as a key way to fight inflation,
but they still want to make exceptions for
particular programs or tax breaks,” the
Times reported.

"The areas where about half the public
wanted more money spent were job
programs for the peor, aid to education and
medical and heallh programs. Neither de-
fense spending nor aid to the citles com-
manded such support.”

Tuition tax credits had the largest support
in the areas announced by the Times. Fifty-
two percent favcred an increase for educa-
tion and schools, fifty-five percent wanted to
see increased federal spending for medical
ang health care programs angd fifty-six
percent said they favored more expenditures
for programs to create jobs for the poor.
Tuttion tax credits were favored by sixly per-
cent of those polled—1,500 adult men and
women around the United States,

JEWISH YOUNG PEQOPLE HELD
SUSCEPTIBLE TO CULTS

WEST HARTFORD, CT (EP)—A social worker

specializing in work among former cull
members told a B'nai B'rith meeting here that
Jewish youths are especiaily susceptible to
cult recruitment.

William Goldberg, director of social and re-
habiiltation services for Rockland County,
New York, said he estimates that as many as
40 percent of Unification Church members
and 50 percent of Hare Krishna members are
Jewish. He said his estimates are based on
his counseling of cultists, and his work as
head of the Freedom of Thought Foundation
Trust, an anti-cuit group.

A high proportion of Jewish students at-
iend ccliege, where much of the cuit recruit-
ment is conducted, Mr. Goldberg said, adding
that Jewish students are raised to be “liberal
and free thinkers,” who feel obligated to
consider unusual political and theofogical
ideas.

CHURCHES RALLY TQ
DEFENSE DF RDBiSON

FORT WORTH, TX (EP)—Approximataly 500
churches jointly sponscred a Freedom Rally,
June & at the Dallas Convention Center
Arena. Featured speakers were W. A.
Criswell, Jerry Falwell, James Robison, E. V.
Hill and attorney Richard “Racehorgse’”
Haynes.

The rally was ptanned when over 800 area
ministers met with evangelist James Rohison
to reaffirm their commitment to freedom of
speech and freedom of retigion.

The freedom issue arcse when WFAA
Television cancelled Robison's weekly
program as a resull of a message he
preached on February 25th on the subject of
homosexuality. WFAA management has con-
tinually maintained that religious programs
shouid not deal with controversial public
issues, an area which shouid be reserved for
news broadcasts. Robison has responded by
saying his freedom of speech is being
violated since the First Amendment
guarantees him the right to speak ¢n issues
such as homasexuality which, he says, "were
moral issues long befare they were politicai
ones."”

The purpose of the rally was to provide an
cpportunity for Christians {o unite on the
issue of freedom of speech and freedom of
religion. “'God has used this incident to
awaken Christians to the need 1o stand
together on these issues upon which we do
agree, rather than fighting among ourselves
about issues upcn which we disagree,”
Robison said. "“We can unite behind a desire
to preach the Bible."”

BIBLE-READING iN THE UNITED STATES
THEME OF NATIONAL SURVEY

NASHVILLE, TN (EP)—A national survey by
the interdenominational Christian Bible
Sociely states that 98 percent of all United
States homes have at least one Bible. Some
31 percent of ali families said they had at
least one member engaged in regular Bible
study. However, the survey siated, 56 per-
cent of Roman Catholics, 26.5 percent of
Protestants and 54.8 percent of Jews
responded they don't read the Bible at ali.

The number of Protestants who don't read
the Bible at all ranged from a low of 14.56
percent of Pentecostals to 33.7 percent of
Presbyterians to a high of 49.5 percent of
Episcopaiians.

Conducted by the National Family Opinion,
Inc., the survey was carried out among 5,000
families during QOctober 1§78, The study was
commissioned by the Christian Bible Society
tc obtain information on Bible reading and
sludy habits, Bibie preferences and Bible
ownership.

MOONIES® STREET TAKE IN. 1978
WAS $20 MILLION, CHURCH SAYS

NEW YORK (EP)—Officials of the Rev. Sun
Myung Moon's Unification Church have
reveated financial records indicating that the
group collected almost $20 miilion in 1978 in
street solicitations.

The information was made public to rebut
charges by Alien Tale Woed, a former leader
of the Church who has defected and is now a
“deprogrammer.’

in an interview with the New York Post and
in testimony in Manhattan Supreme Court,
where the Church is seeking tax exemptions
on ils real-estate holdings, Mr. Tate had
alieged that the group makes as much as
$219 million a year through solicitations.

The Post noted that neither the figure cited
by Mr. Wood or the one provided by the
Church couid be independentiy verified. But
the $20 million cited by the Church for 1978
represents a substantial increase over the $8
miition it claimed for 1975, the last year for
which figures had been made public.

Kathie Lowrey, the Church's director of
public affairs, said, “There are more people
soliciting now, but inflaticn also goes into
that. People who four years ago gave §1 fora
flower nowgive $2."" A









