








4JCONTACT/Sept. '79

ROYAL (From page 3)

within the denomination. Hersey ex-
pects total departmental assets of
%2 million in four years. A budget of
$75,800 won approval.

Masier's Men reported 2,300
members according o General
Director Loyd Oisan. April, 1979,
marked the first national Master’s
Men Conference. Mr, Olsan con-
firmed, '‘This historic conference
shouid prove to be a major turning
point for Master's Men.” A $51,000
departmentai budget was approved.

Rufus Coffey in his final report as
executive secretary said, "'l sense
the greatest degree of unily today
among our ranks than at any time in
the past 12 years.”’ Coffey cited spe-
cific denomination achievements
over the past decade: increased
membership, progress in coopera-
tive giving, rising CONTACT circula-
tion. The 1980 Executive Office bud-
getis $106,590.

Combined 1980 budgets for all
national departments soared to a
record $6.6 million.

FLOOR ACTION BY DELEGATES

Convention registration totals of
3,498 included nearly 700 ministers
and 65 missionaries, up signiticantly
over the previous two years.

Delegates endorsed a resoiution
reasserting the Free Will Baptist
stand against abortion on demand,
homosexuality, religious cuits, the
charismatic movement and the
Equal Rights Amendment.

Three proposed treatise adjust-
ments, tabled from 1978, clarifying
the denomination’'s position against
the tongues movement and streng-
thening the statement concerning
scriptural inerrancy met with over-
whelming support.

The convention’'s dominant mood
in favor of an annual rather than bi-
ennial meeting became evident
Wednesday afternoon when dele-
gates tabled the General Board's
recommendation for a bienniaf study
committee,

Another Generai Board resclution
met with stiff opposition. The motion
to delete all financial questions from
associational report forms was
amended to state that only general
information would be requested and

even supplying this data would be

optional,
One controversial matter, the
Genera! Board recommendation

calling for a change in the manner of
election and tength of the executive
secretary's term, faitered after be-
ing taden with amendments and sub-
stitute motions. Deiegates tabled
the entire matter.

Focal point of all conference busi-
ness sessions was the selection of a
new executive secretary. Dr. Melvin
Worthington, pastor First Free Will
Baptist Church, Aibany, Georgia,
edged Don Pegram, pastor First
Free Will Baptist Church, Newport
News, Virginia, in a close vote
count. Delegates then stood in an
expression of unanimous support
for the new denominational aide.

Cooperative Plan re-allocations

for 1980 are:
Executive Office 30 percent
FWBBC 21.5 percent
Foreign Missions 21.5 percent
Home Missicns  15.5 percent
Retirement and
Insurance 8 percent
Master's Men 3 percent
Commission on Theological
Liberalism 0.5 percent

The body accepted Ohio State As-
sociation's invitation to conduct the
1983 convention in Columbus.

At 12:30 on Thursday, July 19, the
43rd annual session of the National
Association of Free Will Baptists
was gaveled into history.
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"biblical knowledge of the Holy
Spirit's work,"”

TUESDAY WITH SEBASTIAN

Tuesday night four seli-described
“dirt farmers,’’ the Watchmen Quar-
tet from QOklahoma, and tenor Bill
Gardner lifted the spirits of 3100
who filled the elongated Civic
Center auditorium.

Tennessee pastor Richard Adams
introduced Gordon Sebastian, pas-
tor of Peace Free Will Baptist
Church, Wilson, North Carolina. The
lllinois native spoke on ''Ministering
in the Spirit.”

Sebastian identified love as the
key element of ministering in the
Spirit. "*Man’s devices are nothing
to God if they are without love.’' He
noted that genuine spirituality is
measured not by an cutward guan-
tity of doing, but by an inward guality
of being.

His applications, forged from
years of experience, fell true to the
mark. A number of people came for-
ward in response to an invitation
that “'we let Christ’s love minister to
others through us.”

MISSIONARY NIGHT PLUS

As always, Wednesday night's
missionary service was distinctive.
Following music by the men’s cho-
rale, Moderator Bobby Jackson
calied Rev. and Mrs. Rufus Coffey to
the podium.

He presented a dozen long-
stemmed red roses to Mrs. Coffey,
and a special plague of recognition
te Rufus Coffey in honor of his 12
years' service as executive secre-
tary. The plague read, in part, “‘He
cared daily for all the churches,”

Brother Coffey replied, ""We thank
God for whatever has been accomp-
lished, and we commit all the past
years and the future to His glory.”
Then 3,400 peopie stood in spontan-
eous tribute to the Coffeys.

Sixty-five foreign and home mis-
sionaries were presented to the con-
gregation. Missionary Jerry Barren
introduced the moderator of the
Mexican Free Will Baptist Associa-
tion who urged Free Will Baptists to
“keep sending cut the gospel.”

Former missionary Dan Merkh
introduced the speaker, Dr. LaVerne
Miley, medical missionary 1o the
ivory Coast who spoke on “‘Evange-
lizing in the Spirit."”

“If we are to evangelize in the
Spirit, we must understand the place
the Holy Spirit wants to fill in our
lives. We must be filled with the
Spirit, This is a prayer to offer to God
every day,”” exhorted Miley.

His words reflecting a radiant
spiritual warmth, Dr. Miley des-
cribed Ged's call as an abiding con-
viction that God wants a person to
serve Him.

““Some who are afraid of the cost
of answering the call never think of
the cost of refusing that cail,” he
warned. Several people moved to
the altar in response to the invita-
tion.

Home Mission Director Roy
Thomas then made the missionary
offering appeat resulting in a great
outpouring of giving--exceeding
$11,600.

THE LAST SERMON

Expectations were high again at
Thursday morning’s closing worship
service. Lawnie Coffman of
Arkansas introduced the
messenger, Edward '‘Buich’ Johns,

home missionary to Chula Vista,
California.

The veteran pasior unfolded
“Praying in the Spirit."”” He cautioned
his listeners, '‘Praying in the Spirit is
not an emotional satisfying of the
flesh, We cannot separate praying
in the Spirit from a holy life.”

Comfortably blending exposition,
application and illustration, the Okla-
homa native asserted, "Praying in
the Spirit is a natural part of the
believer's daily walk with God.™

Johns conciuded, "“This kind of
praying will cause us toc witness 1o
the salvation that is in Jesus Christ.”

THE CATERED MESSAGES

BREAKFAST WITH TERRY

Spezking to an early rising audi-
ence of musicians, pastors and lay-

men in the Civic Center Plaza, Com-
poser Lindsay Terry told the 1979
Music Ministries breakfast, "“There
are no short cuts 1o a good music
program.”’

Terry noted that music must
ready the people for the preached
Word. “‘Prepare the people for the
Word of God with the Word of God in
music. |t may not be perfect music-
ally, but it cught to be the best we
can possibly make it,”" declared the
widely acclaimed musician.















creale factions in the church of
God. The church of God is not to
be conformed to the world's divi-
sions.

In Christ, “"There is neither
Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor
uncircumeision, Barbarian,
Scythian, bond nor free" {Colos-
sians 3:11). Diligence, therefore,
must be given to maintaining and
developing the “‘unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace” (Ephesians
4:3).

DIFFERENCES THAT OIVIDE

Differences, as a general rule,
do not premote unity. instead,
they bring out the worst in us—
jeaiousy, envy, pride, prejudice,
snobbery, suspicion and hatred.
Paul knew this a couple of thou-
sand years ago. So he argued that
cliques, factions and divisions must
be avoided in the church. He did
not deny that diversity existed as
such; he simply insisted that allow-
ing diversity to divide and split the
body of Christ is sinful,

The differences tnat divided
early believers are not different in
kind from those that divide us.
Specifically, the differences feil
into the foliowing categories:

1) ractal diversity, 2) religious
diversity, 3) cultural diversity,
4) social diversity and 5) sexual
diversity (See Colossians 3:11).

in New Testament times, as in
our own, those differences ied to
strict barriers in society and dis-
rupted Christian fellowship. Racial
barriers caused friction between
Jewish and Gentile Christians.
Many Jews fell they were the elite
racial and ethnic group in the
world. Often they despised ali
Gentiles and Samaritans, a group
of racially mixed people. [n spite of
the teachings of Christ and Paul,
Jewish prejudice lingered.

Today we find Christians who
are prejudiced toward other racial
groups, such as blacks and
Mexicans. While ethnic diversity
certainly exists, we must contend
with Paul that it is a sin 1o allow
this difference to disrupt fellowsnhip
in the church.

Religious differences also
threatened tnhe unity of the early

church. The Jews, who circum-
cised male children, often felt that
uncircumcised Gentiles were spirit-
ually inferior to themselves.
Ristorically, circumcision symbol-
ized God's covenant with Abraham
(See Genesis 17). Unfortunately,
some Jewish Christians believed a
Gentile could not be a ““good Chris-
tian' unless he was also circum.
cised and observed Jewish
religious practices.

Paul argued that Jewisn religious
traditions had nothing to do with
salvation or spirituality. While he
himself observed some Jewish be-
liefs in order not to be a stumbiing
plock, he did it for the purpose of
winning Jews to Christ, not be-
Gause it made him more spiritual
{See Acts 18; 1 Corinthians 9),

We face parailel problems today
In the area of spiritual pride. We
often think a Christian is not
exactly right with Ged if he inter-
prets the scriptures differently,
enjoys a different type of worship
service or ignores traditions of a
church. While we are never to
sacrifice the fundamentals of the
faith or the moral absolutes of the
scriptures, it is sinful to split
churches over personal opinions or
matters about which the scriptures
are unclear.

We are filled with spiritual pride
if we think our viewpoint should be
forced upon Christians who differ
with us. Like racial prejudice,
spiritual pride is destructive to one-
ness with one ancther and with
God.

The early church was plagued
by cuftural divisions, too. The
Barbarian and the Scythian are in
an implied contrast with those
believers of the Greek and Roman
culture. The Graeco-Roman culture
was significantly different from that
of the outsiders who were con-
ceived of as ignorant, uncivilized
foreigners. The Scythians were the
scum of the outsiders and were
thought 1o be a particularly un-
cuftured, uncouth and
impoverished people.

The situation today is not aito-
gether different. How often do we
turn our backs on the poor, the ili-
bred and the uneducated? We are
slow to welcome them into our
churches and slower still in

accepting them into our homes,
We cannot ignore the fact, how-
ever, that the culiurally different,
the educationally disadvantaged
and the economically deprived are
our brothers and sisters if we have
the same Father. Our Father wants
all of us to share fellowship to-
gether with Him.

Othér distinctions of a social and
a sexual nalure were poientially
divisive in the early church. Yet,
Paul insisted that slaves (‘'bond")
and non-siaves {"‘free’’) were not to
be seen as categories of people in
the church. Slaves were as impor-
tant as their owners.

Women, although different from
men, were 1o be treated as full-
fledged believers, not as insignifi-
cant appendages to men. In
essence, then, Paul argued that
the distinctions that separate in
society are to be obliterated in the
church.

“ .. fear and
suspicion of those
who are different
cannot live in the
same house with
Christian compas-
sion.”

[s there any wonder with ali of
these differences in the early
church that divisions arosa? Can
we expect anything different today?
How can we expect to see the rich
and poor, the male and femaie, the
educated and uneducated, the
cultured and uncultured, the black
and white be united in worship and
fellowship? Why do we even think
the pastor and layman, the young

)

1THCONTACT/Sept. '79



12/CONTACT/Sept. '79

UNITY (From page 11)

and old, the married and un-
married, and the native and out-
sider can meet together in the
Lord?

TRUTHS THAT UNITE

Historically, we have failed re-
peatedly to practice unity in Christ.
Humanly speaking, we cannot be
optimistic about the future. Stili, we
have the command of God to be
one in Christ and the power of the
Spirit to energize us for this pur-
pose. Additionally, we have some
clearly stated truths that show us
the way to develop Christian unity
amidst diversity.

What are these truths? As a first
truth, it is cruclal that we realize all
of us who have accepted Christ
are "the elect of God, holy and
beloved’ {Colossians 3:12).
whatever the differences, we are
still chosen by God, holy in Christ
and loved by the Trinity. Emotion-
ally and, perhaps, verbally, Jewish
Christians sometimes put Gentile
believers outside of the elect, holy,
loved people of God. Neither Jew-
ish believers nor we, however,
have the right to reject anyone
God elects, sanctifies and loves.

Second, we can develop unity by
putting on a variety of Christian
virtues. Paul specified these
qualities as foliows: 1) merciful-
ness, 2) kindness, 3) humitity,

4) meekness, 5) longsuffering,
6) forbearance, 7) forgiveness and
8) love (See Colossians 3:12,13).

Bowels of mercies refers to our
ability to feel compassion for
others. Disgust, fear and suspicion
of those who are different cannot
five in the same house with Chris-
tian compassion,

Kindness is another garment for
us to wear. We are to be gentle
and gracious as we handle differ-
ence of opinion, culture and sex.
Rather than attacking people,
ridiculing culturat peculiarities or
denouncing natural distinctions, we
ought to be as “'wise as serpents,
and harmless as doves’ (Matthew
10:16).

Notice, too, we are 1o manitest
humbleness of mind, Oh, what a
dose of humility would do for us! If

we could really have a modest
opinion of ourselves—our cuiture,
education, race, money, views,
group, sex and spirituality—we
would be far down the road to en-
joving Christian unity.

Meekness without passivity is
another item of our wardrobe. We
ought to express our convictions,
but do we have to be contentious
as we state them? Can we not just
speak the truth in fove and allow
the Spirit to do His work?

Two of the most underrated
virtues mentioned in the scriptures
are /ong-suffering and forbearance.
We frequently pride ourseives on
telling people off, giving them a

“ .1t is sinful to
split churches
over personal

differences.”

piece of our minds and setting
someone straight. If we are long-
suffering, we will be patient when
mistreated and abused. We wili
endure misunderstanding and un-
fairness. We will be able to suffer a
great deal without retaliating. We
must expect to suffer within the
church for Christ at times if we are
going to maintain unity.
Forbearance is vividly depicted
in the original language: we are to
hold ourselves back from one
another. “Let me at him,”" the flesh
cries, How much sweeter the
fellowship, better the testimony
and effective the ministry of those
churches that hold back their oid
nature and release ''the divine
nature' {See il Peter 1:4).
Experience suggesis we have to
forgive each other, t00, We will be
miserable people if we do not for-
give those who ignore, siight, insult
and lie about us. It is a shame we
have 1o forgive fellow believers for
those sing, but it is a greater sin

not o forgive them.

Around the beautiful garments of
mercifulness, kindness, humility,
meekness, long-suffering, forbear-
ance and forgiveness, we are 1o
place the belt of charity or love,
The agape love mentioned here is
an intentional choosing to value
and respect others, even those
who are different and are disiiked
by us. Without this perfecting
girdie, our other virtues will be
grossly inadequate.

Finally, we are to remember that
we have {o allow ‘'the peace of
God" to rule our hearts and ‘‘the
word of Christ" to dwell in us
{Colossians 3:15,16). In the
process, we seek in word and deed
to glorify the name of Christ, not to
win arguments, release our hostili-
ties and take ego trips (See Colos-
sians 3:17).

CONCLUSION

Unity today is probably no easier
than it was in the early church but
no less vital either. While we must
guard against any unbiblical alli-
ances {See || Corinthians 6:14-18),
we must remember it is sinful to
separate on unbibiical grounds. We
cannot afford splits in our
churches and in our denomination
any more than we can afford
divorces in our families.

We sin against God when we de-
grade and belittle the diversity He
creates and allows among us.
Instead of fighting fellow betievers
over naturat and permissible diver-
sities, tet us unite to serve Christ
and praise Him with the elders who
sang, “thou ... hast redeemed us
1o God by thy blood out of every
kindred, and tongue, and peopie,
and nation; and hast made us unto
our God kings and priests’’ (Reve-
lation 5:9,10}.

ABQUT THE WRITER: Dr. Douglas J.
Simpson is a member of Horton Heights
Free Will Baptist Church, Nashviile,
Tennessee. A
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YOU CAN'T (From page 19)

For example, | hear some say,
“The Christian must keep himself
pure by not attdnding this and that,”
while someone else ¢ontends,
“There’s nothing wrong with those
activities—the Christian can go
and still be pure.” QOr | hear, “The
Christian must dress or not dress
this way or that,’”” and someone
else says, ‘‘There is nothing wrong
with that kind of dress as long as
one's attitudeis right.”

Another pipes, “The Christian
must separate himself from the
world,"" while the next fellow yells,
""Associate with the worid. How
else will the world be won?”

| repeat, my tendency is to stay
confused and this confusion makes
me want to withdraw and just wait
on Christ's return. But then my
second grade impulse returns—
""Ask the teacher.” So, | ask,

CONFUSED: *'Teacher, I'm
having problems deciding what is
right and wrong. Would it be best if
| isotate myself from Christians
who confuse me with their opinions
and from the world that would get
me dirty?"’

TEACHER: "There are two
answers: that which | have stated
and that which | have done. First
that which | have stated: ‘Not for-
saking the assembling of ourselves
together as the manner of some
is..." (Hebrews 10:25). That's as
direct as | can be in statement, but
let me show you what | did about
it.

"From the very beginning, my
parents set the right example by
regularly taking me to worship in
the temple. | grew *. . . in favor
with God and man' {Luke 2:52).
Because | knew worship was im-
portant to my parents and to my
Heavenly Father, | frequented the
place of worship,

“The more | worshipped the
more important worship seemed to
me so that it became my custom.
It was important that my disciples
observe me in worship because
what [ did had a greater impact
than what | said. There was never
conflict between what | said and
what | did.

"My disciples learned so well
that no matter where they went,

they too frequented the house of
worship.  would state simply, 'do
as | have done and said."'”

A LITTLE LESS CONFUSED: *'I
understand my duty is to worship
regularly, but Teacher, will it be
acceptable for me to quarantine
myself between worship services?”

TEACHER: “'You will be anemic,
selfish and uniruitful if you isolate
yourself. Isolation doesn’t make
you more holy. My love for you
was (is) a self-sacrificing iove. |
went so far as {0 make myself of
no reputation, take upon myself the
form of a servant, and become
obedient unto the death of the
cross for you (Philippians 2:7-8).

“i say to you what | said to my
friend, Peter, *. . . and when thou
art converted strengthen thy
brethren.' You see, Peter had the
same problem as many of my
friends-—he thought more of him-
self than of service,

" spent three and one-half
years on earth training 12 the
world considered ignorant and un-
learned. 1 gave no list of do's and
don'ts, but they lived with me and
learned from me. | poured myself
into them. In turn they went into
the world and poured themselves
into others.

“"What | did to and for my dis-
ciples, and what they did for
others, and what others did for
you, you in turn are to perform,
Remember Hebrews 10:257 | didn't
finish that verse eariier, Here is the
conclusion: *. . . but exhorting one
another, and so much more as ve
see the day approaching.’

“lLook carefully at the verse
above i, 'And iet us consider one
another to provoke one another to
love and to good works.' Continue
searching. You'll find similar ex-
pressions throughout the New
Testament,

“Wash one another's feet (John
13:14). Be kindly affectioned one to
another (Romans 12:10). Preferring
one another (Romans 12:10). Same
mind one toward another {(Roemans
12:186). Receive one another
(Romans 15:7). Admonish one
another (Romans 15:14), Be
subject cne to another (| Peter 5:5),
By love serve one another
{Galatians 5:13).

"These illustrate your responsi-

bitity to your Christian brother. Very
few of these services are accom-
plished in public worship. They are
daily operations calling on that love
imptanted in you by the new birth.
If you isolate yourself from fetlow
believers during the week, you fall
to respond to my new command-
ment: *. . . that ye love one
another; as | have loved you, that
ye also love one another’

“My ultimate love was giving
myseif {(John 10:18). The more like
me you become, the more you will
give. Don’t you agree it's difficuit
to give yourself to others when you
are isolated from them?

“You are a body member. Don't
forget, I'm the Head. But you are
imporiant to the body. The body is
designed to function perfectly. My
Father placed you in this body as it
pleased Mim (| Corinthians 12:18).
You are the only one who can
function where you are.

“'tf you isolate yourself, you
place stress on the rest of the
body. In addition it will be difficult
for you to receive directions
because the head is only attached
to the body—not isolated parts.”

LESS CONFUSED (with some
light), *'l see! Then in crder for me
to live pieasing to God—nholy, con-
secrated, dedicated—the most
important thing is that | obey Your
words and example by attending
public worship and by loving my
brother. You know, this is going to
be a wonderful life worshipping
God, fellowshipping with my
brother and not associating with
that old ugly, sinful world."

TEACHER: '"You seem to be
gaining a better perspective on
living the Christian life, but don't
forget the ugly world. You did say
you were interested in being like
me?’*

STUDENT: "'Certainly, Lord. |
know You want me to become
more and more iike You. And
although faith makes me perfect
now in the sight of God, I've still
got old Adam continually kicking up
dust in me.”

TEACHER: "'Your goal is correct
--t0 be unspotted by the world—
but your sirategy needs one major
change. If you would be like me,
your strategy must change. You
cannot isolate yourself from the









MISSOURI AUXILIARY CHAMPIONS MISSIONARY VANDIVORT ACCOUNT

BERKELEY, MO—Missourians ook
out after their own. Even though
Mark and Louise Vandivort have
only ministered eight years in their
home state, the Misscuri State Aux-
itiary Convention claims them as
their own,

Lest the Vandivorts forget they
are loved and appreciated, Helen
McAilister, state auxiliary president,
presented them with a check for
$3,285.63 during the annual Missou-
r Woman's Auxiliary Convention

which met June 5 at First Free Will
Baptist Church, Berkeley.

The Vandivorts, veteran home
missicnaries, joined the National
Home Mission Board missionary
staff almost 20 years ago. With the
exception of eight years ministering
in Missouri, the Vandivorts have
worked continuously with the na-
tional board. They are pioneering a
work in Flagstaff, Arizona, the Sun-
set Free Will Baptist Church,

30 BOOST MASTER'S MEN
CONFERENCE

DECATUR, GA—A plane load of Ala-
bama Master's Men flew into
Decatur, Georgia, June 8 to ald the
North Georgia Master's Men Confer-
ence in acquainting churches with
the state and national program.

Georgia State Master's Men Sen-
ator Chuck Snow emceed the three-
hour Friday evening meeting. Ala-
bama Senator Ernie Winchester
spoke convincingly on “'What an Ef-
fective Master's Men Organization
Can Do.”” Winchester's forceful ad-
dress highlighted the conference for
the 30 participants.

Six visiting pastors gave three-
minute impromptu presentations de-
tailing ""What Our Church is Doing.”
Emcee Snow confirmed the pastor’s
presentations as ‘“‘one of the most
informative events of the meet-
ing...."”

Delbert Williams, president of the
host chapter of Decatur Free Will
Baptist Church, and his members
spensored the evening meal. Ac-
cording to Mr. Snow severaf of the
men attending expressed interest in
the meeting becoming semi-annual
or at least annual, Consideration is
now being given to a Scuth Georgia
Master's Men Conference.

WEST COAST HONORS SENIORS

POMONA, CA—Twenty-four grad-
vating high school seniors were
lauded June 2 by California’'s West
Coast Association. The Annual CTS
Senior Banquet drew 186 partici-
pants for an evening of fellowship
and celebration to Qriando's
Restaurant in Pomona,

The annual banquet is the largest
of its kind in western states among
Free Will Baptists. Seventeen
churches in the Greater Los
Angeies area sponsor the yearly fes-
tivities. West Coast Association CTS
spensors, Wilburn and Sonja Clark,
guided the June planning.

Each senior was individually
recoghized and presented to the
gathered friends by Oxnard Free
Will Baptist Church Pastor John
Smith. Garden Grove Pastor Ken
Sluder addressed the group on the
point of “‘Qur Future in God's
Hands."

Tom Hampton of Bell Gardens
Church was master of ceremonies,
Seniors were awarded gift New Tes-
taments in a salute by the associa-
tion. Enthusiasm and a sense of
deep accompiishment mark the
prestigious banquet begun in the
early 1970's.

BLUE RIDGE
BIBLE INSTITUTE OPENS

BLACK MOUNTAIN, NC—The Blue
Ridge Bible Institute meeting in
facilities of Meadowbrook Free Wiil
Baptist Church, Black Mountain, be-
gins its three-year certificate pro-
grams September 10 according to
President Wayne W. Smith, who
also pastors the Meadowbrook
Church,

Blue Ridge Association churches
jointly sponsor the Bible Institute
and are responsible for its super-
vision, A five-member board of trus-
tees is charged with operation of the
institute. The first five men elected
to the board are: Larry Hughes, Bill
Vaughn, Eadie Dollar, Lewis Melton,
Jr., and Gene Deaton.

Tuition is set at $20 per course.
Curriculum offerings include both a
12-credit unit Ministerial Student
Certificate and a 12-credit unit Lay-
man Student Cerlificate. The insti-
{ute will operate on the semester
system, each semester spanning 15
weeks. Classes are conducted on
Monday evenings, 7:00-9:00.

Other institute officers are Randy
Stone, registrar, and Ellen Neilson,
secretary-treasurer.

-
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CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE

By Leroy Forlines

PART XIHi

Paul was deeply concerned that
his life be right by God’s standard of
rightecusness.

He was also concerned that his
actions appear right to men. In
Romans 12:17 Paul says ‘'Provide
things honest in the sight of all
men,"’

The word translated “'provide” in
Romans 12:17 means '‘to think be-
fore.” The idea is to plan or aim.
Paul advises that we plan to conduct
ourselves in such a way that our ac-
tions would be observed by others
as being honest.

It is not enough to be honest. We
must communicate the fact to
others that we are honest.

We have a good iliustration of this
from Paul’s handiing the offering for
the saints in Jerusalem (See I Corin-
thians 8:18-21). Paui exptains to the
people that a brother of high reputa-
tion (v. 18) had been chosen to
travel with him as he took the offer-
ing to Jerusalem.

He gives his reason for having a
person of high reputation accom-
pany him with the offering, He ex-
ptains, "Avoiding this, that no man
should blame us in this abundance
which is administered by us.”

Paul was confident that he would

Honesty
IS Not

Enough

not be dishonest with the money.
However, he was also aware that if
he took no precautions, he would
open himself to misunderstanding
and criticism,

Paul was aware some mightclaim
he fattened his own purse with the
offering. He did not take the attitude,
“I don't care what they think. God
knows my heart.”’ Rather, he took
precautions to prevent faise accusa-
tions against him.

This meant the expense of an-
other person to trave! to Jerusalem.
Yet, Paul considered it worth the
extra expense to hold down harmful
rumors. Paul calls the action he
ook, “'Providing for honest things
not only in the sight of the Lord, but
also in the sight of men' (v. 21).

We need to learn from Paul's in-
struction in Romans 12:17 and his
example in || Corinthians 8:18-21. it
is not enough to be honest or right,
We must appear to be honest and
right,

When we recognize the value of
being known as honest, righteous
and pure, we will take precautions
about the way things iook.

Financial matters in churches
and church-related organizations
must be conducted in such a way
that people will be convinced money
is handled properly. Several prac-
tices can help convince people
there is no mishandling of funds,

Many churches have more than

one person count money received in
offerings. Some organizations re-
quire two signatures on a check. Or-
ganizations handling significant a-
mounts of money have their bocks
audited. Regular financial reporis
are given by churches to keep
people informed cconcerning church
income and expenditures.

Precautions to appear {0 be
honest and right apply in areas other
than financial matters. Men and
women take precautions to assure
they are perceived as being pure
and concerned about their reputa-
tion. We must be sensitive not only
to be meral but that we appear to be
moral.

A dating couple could spend a
long time together in a house or
apartment alone and not commit
immorality. It may be risky, but apart
from the risk of committing immorai-
ity, it also does not look good. Men
and women concerned about their
reputations are capabie of knowing
which precautions to take, and they
will take precautions.

Precautions are valuable enough
simply for the sake of proper ap-
pearance. However, precautions
also help protect people from wrong
doing. Our protection does not rest
in freedom from the possibility of
wrong deing. Our protection rests in
taking the necessary precautions to
prevent wrong doing. 4
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