























fantasy featuring coarse blown-out-
of-proportion situations set in
uncommon affiuence and intrigue
and promoting an unacceptable
way of life embracing immoratity, a
lack of ethics, suggestiveness and
violence.

Soap watching is a common
pastime that demands serious
reconsideration on the part of
Christians who unsuccessfuily try
to meet their needs and fuifill their
interests through following these
programs. Most realize that soaps
are not the answer, but just do not
do anything about it

While many could help them-
selves, some need the help and
encouragement of others. Think
what it could mean to a church
that helps its members utiiize time
spent watching soaps. Think what
it could mean o those Christians
to become invoived in activities
that meet their needs and help the
church, too.

KICK THE SOAP HABIT

With this in mind, let's list some
of the reasons Christians give for
waiching soaps and ook for some
aiternatives.

Many say "'| watch them just
while resting or relaxing”. Couid
not this time be better spent in
listening to tapes and recordings of
the Bible, good music, Bible
studies ¢or some other useful
program of study recommended
and/or made avaitable by the
church?

To those who ciaim “escapism'’,
¢ould a good book or magazine not
serve better? Cr what about out-
door activities—recreation,
walking, gardening or exercise?

"t watch them for the fashions
and the house decors. They are so
good—always the newest and
best!” others respond. Could not
more knowledge of these be
gained through home economists
in county extension service
programs? Or workshops and short
courses offered in the community?
Or even by watching the educa-
tional network’s programing on
these subjects?

What about starting some
personal or church-refated projects

along these lines? Arts and crafts
always go over big in young
people’s groups, chiidren's ac-
tivities and V8BS, Teen-agers are
interested in fashions and interior
design.

Probably the most common
reason given is “'But they're true to
life”". In a recent column titled
“Soaps as Real Life Just Do Not
Wash'', Erma Bombeck telis how
she handled her college student
son who kept insisting that soaps
are true to family situations:

! began fo watch the soaps and
decided to give my son the Soap-
opera home he had never had,

When he dropped by a couple of
days later and asked why he had no
clean socks, | smited and sald,

"Have you ever seen Erica on her

knees shaking the static eleciricity

out of two mismated socks? | also
don't cook, make beds, take out
garbage, sew or shop. [ just touch up
my lipstick and ook worried.”

When he responded, “Okay, you
made your point. How abou writing
me a check for my housing and
tuition next quarter?”, to his amaze-
ment she answered, “Your father
and | have discussed that and frankly
you haven't been carrying your share
of the problems lately, sc we're fust
writing you out of the series."

Really, couldn’t more help for
real life situations be found in Bible
study, reading, studying good
books on marriage and famity
living and counselling with another
Christian or professiona! coun-
sellor?

“They help me combat
loneliness,” another says, Have
you asked your pastor or someone
else in the church for suggestions
to help share your time with others
who are lonely or who need heip?
What about corresponding
regularly with missionaries, tete-
pheoning and visiting sick people
and shut-ins, evangelistic visitation,
volunteer work in the community—
everything from helping with small
chiidren to hospital and nursing
home work?

“But my health is not good
enough to get out. I'm a shut-in
myseif, and | watch soaps out of
boredom,’” others claim, Why not
let your pastor or the proper
person know you are available and
willing to set up a telephone
ministry for your church?

There are church and Sunday
School projects for the pre-
schooiers that you could do at
home for the teachers and help
tremendously. You could supervise
special missionary projects or
review and recommend study
course books for the various auxi-
liaries of the church.

Another groups says “‘| just love
drama. | watch soaps because !
really enjoy the acting.”” Could you
use your interest to get your
church interested in drama?
Volunteer to teach church drama
as an elective course and work on
usefu! skits and plays for church
activities, or get involved in a com-
munity drama group.

Yes, there are alternatives to
sitting passively giued to daytime
serials 20 hours every week. And
Christians need to carefully
examine this area of iife—weighing
the choices: Will they spend time
fantasizing day after day watching
programs that are trite, repetitious
and generally promote an unac-
ceptable way of life or will they
disciptine themselves and utiiize
this time for Christ and His
kingdom?

Churches must face up to this
probiem. Encourage your soap
opera fans through a positive
program of alternate activities.
Help them meet their needs and
develop new interests.

ABQUT THE WRITER: Martha Everson has
been a Christian 40 years. She resides in
Colquitt, Georgia. Mrs, Everson is the state

Field Worker for the Georgia Woman's
Auxiliary. &
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significance was attached to this
night with its ghosts, witches, hob-
goblins, fairies and demons.

In Ireland they believed gnomes
and {eprechans came out at night.
The Celts believed evii spirits
walked about, The children of the
Scots put cabbages around their
doors and windows so the fairies
would bring them a new brother or
sister.

At Samhain the harvesters killed
the corn spirit at the reaping of
the last sheaf. This protected them
from demonic influence. It was a
time to placate the supernatural
powers which were thought to
control the processes of nature.
Fire rites, divinations, funerary
practices and masquerades—
partly serious, partly frivolous-—
were inveived in this day as it
became a folk observance.

The date was counted a favor-
able cpportunity for divinations
concering marriage, luck, health
and death. in Scotland games
were played to find cut who would
marry, in what order the young
people would marry and the name,
hair color and occupation of the
future spouse,

Apple bobbing began here.
Apples and sixpence were placed
in a tub of water. A person who
extracted either from the tub with
his mouth without using his teeth
or by pinning it with a fork was
destined to have a lucky year.

Young women would sow hemp
seed on plowed ground at mid-
night while repeating: '"Hemp seed
| sow, who will my husband be.
Let him come and now.”’ Looking
over her left shoulder, she might
view her future husband’s appari-
tion.

In another game, corn was win-
nowed with a sieve or winnowing
fan. After performing this three
times, the figure of the future
spouse was supposed to appear in
the barn.

in England the night was a time
for mischief, Tiresome tricks were
performed that had no underlying
purpose, meaning or history. The
English boys would wear girls’
clothing and the girls wouid wear
boys' clothing. Wearing masks,
they would go from house to
house begging soul cakes.

At Zara in Celtic Irefand an
open air parliament met every
three years. Their laws were
renewed. Genealogies and other
annals were written up. They
sacrificed to their gods, the
victims being consumed in the
fire. The people extinguished all
household fires and paid a tax to
rekindle them from the fire of their
god.

The jack-o-lantern, symbol of
Hailoween, started as a hollowed
out turnip and later a pumpkin
with a lighted candle to scare evil
spirits away from their homes. Its
name is thought to have come
from the name of a nightwatch-
man.

An Irish legend told of Jack—too
wicked for heaven and expeiled
from hell for playing tricks on the
devii--who would go from house to
house soliciting food for the village
Hailoween festival in the name of
the ancient god of the Irish clergy.
Prosperity was promised to cheer-
ful givers; threats were made

“The jack-o-lantern
... Started as a
hollowed out
turnip with a
lighted candle to
scare evil spirits
away from their
homes.”

against the tight-fisted.

The Irish built huge bonfires on
hilltops to encourage the waning
sun and to provide a warm
welcome for visiting spirits and
ghosts who waiked that night. In
some observances in the British
Isles stones, vegetables and nuts
were cast into the bonfires to
scare away any spooks in the
vicinity.

These occasions furnished
fortune telling props. A pebble
flung into the fire, if no longer
visible the next morning, was an
omen that its flinger would not
survive the vear. If they exploded
in the flames, nuts cast into the
fire were hints of a quarreisome
marriage. It was called Nutcrack
Night in North England.

Around these bonfires the fore-
runner of the ghost story arose.
The people would tell of their
experiences with odd noises and
strange flutterings. The frembling
shadows and mystic practices
made it an errie night.

Things related to this night
suggested the supernatural. The
Scots believed children born on
Halloween had a special faculty of
perceiving supernatural beings and
conversing with them.

CHRIST!AN ADAPTATIONS

Halloween gets its name from its
Christian association. In the
seventh and eighth centuries, it
came to be observed as the eve of
All Saints’ Day which was set on
November 1. This was a day set
aside to honor all saints, especially
those not honored on other special
days.

First celebrated on May 123, 610
A.D., as the Feast of All Holy
Martyrs, it was gradually extended
to honor all saints and finally
changed to this day. Roman
Catholics are required to attend
mass on this day and refrain from
all unnecessary servile work. Thus
the name is from All Saints' Day or
Allhallows' Eve {eve of all the holy
ones' day).

The event was scarcely ob-
served in America until around
1850. Irish influence introduced
their secular customs then. These
became poputar in the latter part
of the 15th century. They included
overturning sheds and outhouses,
breaking windows and other
general damage to property—
sometimes servere.
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By Sandra Lambert

| know a woman who allows her
daughter to wear a bikini to the city
swimming pool, unknown to her
nreacher husband. He teaches the
biblical reasons why Christians
should not go mixed swimming.

| know a woman who drinks alco-
holic beverages before her four chil-
dren at family gatherings. She
doesn't want her relatives to think
that she is different. Her husband
was a licensed minister.

| know a woman who often takes
her two children to a Saturday mati-
nee while her husband is at work.
He is a deacon.

| know a woman who buys cards
for her two boys to play with. Her
husband gambled before he was
saved. On Sunday nights they prefer
a card game to church services.

| know a woman who wanted to
jose weight so she started smoking
cigarettes. Her husband had strug-
gled for a long time to quit smoking,
but he was overcome when she took
up the habit. He used to be a radiant
Christian.

| know a woman who compiained
about attending Woman's Auxiliary
meetings once a month, yet she
goes weekly to a club to help her
lose weight. Her backslidden hus-
band used to go 1o church.

OUR WOMEN SPEAK

| know a woman whose every ac-
tion shows that she knows God. The
words that come out of her mouth
and the way she walks and siis re-
veais her Father. She always dresses
feminine because she knows God
can say: ‘'l know awoman ....”" He
really knows.

Which type woman would you iike
to pattern your life after?

Woman, how can you please God,
obey Him and submit to His will if
you turn your back on the standards
of the man He gave to you for a life
companion, or if you are a bad ex-
ampie to him?

As Christian women we need to
learn to vield to authority so we can
be a delight to those around us.

Proverbs 31:23 reads: “'Her hus-
band is known in the gates, when he
sitteth among the eiders of the
fand.”

How is your husband known?

Is he a henpecked man with a
bossy, complaining, conniving, over-
bearing, sneaking whining female?

Qr is he recognized as a man
whose heart safely trusts in you?

Remember that God can say, "I
know awoman . ..."

Reprinted from the Florida Coordinator, June,
1979, Volume XiIV, No. 6. A









NEWS OF THE
RELIGIOUS
COMMUNITY

RELIGION, SAYS CONSTITUTION EXPERT,
DOES NDT ENJOY ABSOLUTE
PROTECTION

.OS ANGELES (EP}—Neither the establish-
ment nor the free exercise clauses of the
First Amendment offer absolute guarantees
against government interference with refi-
giton, says an attorney active in the Christian
Legal Society.

Robert L. Toms, a Los Angeles executive
commiftee member of the Society's Center
for Law and Religious Freedom, made the
point in a paper presented to the Pasadena
Bar Association. "The establishment clause
cannot prohibit an indirect benefit 1o religion,
nor can the iree exercise of refigion be with-
out restraint,” he said. “Because of this gray
area, some c¢onfrontation appears inevit-

able.”

Mr. Toms cited four occasions that usually
frigger state involvemeni with religious or-
ganizations: church property disputes, organ-
izations engaging in activities licensed or reg-
ulated by the state, dissoiutions of non-grofit
corporations and cases of wrongdeing or vio-
lation of the “public trust.”

The guestion theretore “'is not whether the
state has a right, but what this right consists
of, and how it may be limited,” he said. Mr.
Toms noted that appeliate courts have held
that “'a religious group may not claim the pro-
tection of the First Amendment with respect
to its purely secular activities."

COURSE ON DCCULT RETAINED
OVER A MINISTER'S PROTEST

WATERVILLE, ME (EP}—The local school
here dectined to take action on an Adventist
minister’'s request that a course on ""‘myster-
ies and the supernatural’’ be dropped from
the junior high school curricuium,

The Rev. Lee Weikley, pastor of the
Blessed Hope Advent Christian Church, ob-
jected to the elective mini-course on the
grounds that exposing youngsters to the
occuit is unwise. ""We're living in a day when
there is a lot of renewed interest in the oc-
cult,” the minister said, "and | feel that to
whet an appetite on the junior high fevei is un-
necessary and unheaithy."”

The school board turned down the min-
ister's petition primarily on grounds that re-
moval of the course might be ‘intense
censorship.”

MINISTER LINKS MEMBERSHIP
DECLINE TO PRACTICE OF
EXCLUDING CHILDREN

NASHVILLE (EP}—Churches that segregate
children and adults during worship often ex-
perience membership declines, while those
that encourage all ages to take part in wor-
ship generaily enjoy growth, says an Austral-
ian minister who has studied children's minis-
tries in his country.

*The common denominator in sick and dy-
ing churches was that children were consist-
ently segregated and sent off to another
place,” said the Rev. Stan Stewart, a minister
in the Uniting Church in Australia, He re-
ported his findings 1o a United Methodist Con-
ference on Ministries with Chiidren here.

“I am not preaching a Gospel of children,
but | gquestion whether the Gospel can be
heard in congregations that refuse to ailow
the children’s presence,” the Australian min-
ister commented. He warned that “unless
young chiidren are made welcome in worship
services, babies and toddlers included, they
will never see themselves as part of the
whole congregation.”’

ESCAPES ANO ASSAULTS DOWN
AS RELIGION SWEEPS PRISON

WASHINGTON {EP}—Three-fourths of the in-
mates in Lorton Reformatory, the District of
Columbia’s prison in Fairfax County, Virginia,
have embraced either Christianity or Islam in
the past three years, according to the Wash-
ington Post.

‘From one end of the . . . prison complex 1o
the other, priscners can be found praying,
singing gospel songs, holding Bibles or
Korans, and greeting each other with ‘praise
the Lord' or ‘as-sasalaan-al-aikum,'' said
reporter Joseph D. Whitaker.

The article said that since the religious
ravival began, escapes from Lorton have
dropped 1o zerc and assaults of other pri-
soners and guards have been signiticantly re-
duced.

“There is no guestion that we are better
able to control the institution now that so
many inmates are involved in religious activi-
ties,” Director of Corrections Deibert Jack-
son toid the Post. "But we are still operating a
prisen, and as far as I'm concerned the trend
toward religion coutd reverse at any time."’

Some prison officiais and inmates are re-
portedly skeptical of the conversions of many
Lorton residents, The Post quoted Eddie
Lester Smith, serving a iife plus 53-year
sentence, as saying: "What the people on the
outside see is a lot of Lerten inmates who
seem fo be interested in religion. Ingide, we
know that a lot of inmates get involved with a
religious group fo keep irom being sexuaily
harassed or to possibly plan a way to get out
of prison."

ADDLESCENT SUICIDE, SAYS WRITER,
IS MAJDR PRDBLEM OF NEXT DECADE

NEW YORK (EP)—Leading mental health ex-
perts consider the increasing problem of
adolescent suicide one of the major
challenges of the coming decade, says a new
Public Affairs Pamphlet by Arthur §. Freese,

“The statistics are startling,” said Mr.
Freese, a medical writer. He said one esti-
mate shows that about 400,000 young people
fromage 15 to 24 attempt to commit suicide
each year and more than 4,000 succeed.

Suicidal teenagers in the United States
come from ail economic groups, from all
levels of education and every social class,
from every ethnic and racial background, Mr.
Freese said. He said healith experts agree
that suicides and suicide attempis are cries
for help, usually preceded by early warning
signals which pecple can learn to detect.
Studies show at least 75 percent of suigide
victims give warnings.

The prcblem of suicide is complex and dif-
ficult 1o handle, partly because it is still the
subject of severe social taboos, Mr. Freese
said. He noted that suicidal death is olten
concealed by certifying physicians and the
viclims' families, The "hush-hush' attitude
foward svicide makes it difficuit to discuss
with potential suicide victims, he said.

BRITISH BAPTIST PASTOR SHOCKED
AT MONEY FOR AMERICAN CRURCHES

ATLANTA, GA (EP)--A British pastor who has
been on a two-month visit to the United
States says he doesn’t know how American
Christians can justify the money they spend
on churches.

It is “iniquitous’’ and "‘a horror'' 1o spend
up to $5 million for a church buiiding, said the
Rev. Derek Keenan, pastor of Hawkwell Bap-
tist Church in Rockford, England, and unpaid
executive secretary of a 20-church Baptist
union in his city,

“I cannot see how anyone can justity
spending that sort of money in this needy
world for three hours a week,” he com-
mented in an interview with Baptist Press,
news service of the Scuthern Baptisi Conven-
tion.

Describing huge church buildings as ''mili-
stones,” Mr. Keenan said, “As the paint
chips off, we decorate the millstone again,
The bigger it is, the heavier it weighs. The
buildings are soaking up our rescurces, our
money, cur lime, and we need to be free of
the encumbrance.’’ He conciuded that “{or a
Christian trying 1o live a Christ-like lite, it's
hard to cope with the subtleties of affluence.”
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