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Greed

By Gordon Sebastian

ome years ago a young pastor
who had just graduated from
Bibie College learned a vaiu-
able lesson about *“invisible sins."”’
Sunday after Sunday the young
preacher strongly c¢ried out against
the wicked ways of the world, warn-
ing his newly acquired congregation
to avoid dangerous iniquities.

d lts

These sins were the "‘visible sins"
that could be easily described and
recognized—sins such as drinking

alcohoiic beverages, dancing,
smoking, movie going, wearing im-
modest clothing.

However, while the minister was
nailing various visible hides to the
sanctuary wail during the first six
months of his pasiorate, an army of
“invisibie sins’ was attacking and
conquering the minds and hearts of
many members.

Consequences

What were these sins that had
been slipping in through the back
door of the church? They were those
hidden attitudes of envy, jealousy,
bitterness, hate, unforgiveness,
fauitfinding, pride and greed.

In just 10 short months this invis-
ible army of iniquity was successful
in crippling what 20 years of prayer
and toil had built.

There was the business meeting
that witnessed one deacon drawing
back his fist to hit another, And the



staged walk-out of 17 embittered
members, the two splinter-groups
leaving to start two new churches.
Then came the forced resignation of
the young pastor,

This writer vividly recalis the
devastating power of "invisible sin®
for he was that young pastor.

Of all the sins involving one's
spirit and attitude, there is one that
Jesus directly and indirectly referred
to more than any other—greed.

See for yourself. The four Gospeis
are replete with Jesus’ lessons and
lectures about possessions, with
His commands to forsake all to
foliow Him and with His warnings a-
gainst coveteousness and greed.

GREED AND THE BIBLE

The last of the 10 commandments
speaks directiy to the sin of greed,
“Thou shalt not covet." Upon close
examination we discover that each
ong of the other nine command-
ments can easily be broken as a
result of greed in one's life. Greed
can cause a man to worship another
god, to even produce idols of that
god of his greed. It can drive him
into the camp of those taking God's
name in vain.

In his desire to grasp for more,
greed can push a man to violate the
sabbath and to ultimately forsake
his respensibility tc his parents in
the later years of their lives. Greed
has aiways been associated with
tying, stealing, Killing and immorality.

Greed and greed alone accounts
for the tragic downfall of scores of
Bible personalities. 1t was greed that
drove Lucifer to grasp for God's
throne which resuited in his being
cast down as profane from God’s
presence (see |saiah 14 and Ezekiel
28).

It was this same greed for great-
ness that Satan used to affect the
downfall of Adam and Eve. Greed
built the tower of Babel which re-
sulted in the confusion of the lan-
guages. It destroyed Achan and his
family after the victory at Jericho,

Greed turned the face of Solomon
away from Jehovah in his old age. It
murdered Naboth for a mere cluster
of grapes. It prevented a rich young
ruter, who wanted to follow Jesus,
from getting his wish.

Greed sent a man tradition calls
Dives straight to hell. It turned Jesus
over to His enemies for 30 pieces of
silver. 1t struck Ananias and Sap-
phira dead in the stunned presence
of the early church.

Greed plucked the jeweied crown
of reward from the head of Demas
after he had labored with Paul for
many years,

In spite of all the Bible's pages
describing the tragic consequences
of greed and the Bible's ¢clear teach-
ing that the greedy cannot go to
heaven (see | Corinthians 6:9, 10)
and scripture’s explicit command to
keep no company with those who
are greedy (see | Corinthians 5:11)
—aqgreed is stilt cne of the major sins
infecting members of today's
church,

GREED AND TODAY’S CHURCH

Just look at Bill and Barbara.
Greed caused them to over-extend
themselves in every direction in
order to keep up with the Joneses,

In one moment of sinful greed
John decided to trade cars. This
time it would not be for one he could
afford, but rather for one like his
boss could afford—a 1979 Lincoln
Continental.

Soon John had to get a second
job, a job that would cnce and for all
put an end to his service for God in
the bus ministry.

Of course, there are the Smith
children. There are three of them—
all teenagers. Ask the church's
youth minister about them. He iried
for years without success todevelop
the lives of these three for God,
But they have absoiutely no interest
in the church, nor in the things of
God. What's wrong?

Even though their parents are
members of the church, they are so
wrapped up in the world, so involved
in their guest for weatlth that they
have never had time to give their
children the discipline and love they
needed.

Their materialistic life style has
managed to completely nuliify the

b T e
“In one moment of sinful

greed, John decided to trade

cars—for one like his boss

could afford.”’

Their uncontrofled greed para-
lyzed their every attempt to manage
their money. They are so far behind
they’{l never catch up. Every creg-
itor in town is lined up at their door
with his hand out for a month-over-
due payment. This couple has com-
pletely blown their testimony for
Jesus,

And what about John, who was
bringing in more on his one bus
route than the other three routes
combined? He had to quit just when
his route was doing better than ever
before. Why?

godly influence of all the Sunday
School teachers and ministers their
children have ever had.

But surely you have known of
Mike and Miidred. They were one of
the greatest teams for God that their
church ever had.

Mike was a deacon, a Sunday
School teacher, a choir member and
a very successiul soul-winner. Mild-
red, his wife, worked in the bus min-
istry, sang in the choir, sang lead in
a trio and was also a good soui-

winner.
‘-)
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GREED (From page 7)

However, all of that has now
changed. They are no ionger
working in any church.

You see, Mike was given an op-
portunity {0 nearly double his salary.
it meant moving to another city in
another state. Mike took for granted
that God had opeéned this door for
him.

He never considered that Satan
might be behind this "'golden oppor-
tunity’ to increase his income. He
failed to seriously seek the face of
the Lord in this matter, {0 counsel
with his pastor about the move, to
inquire about the kinds of churches
in this far off city.

Two years have passed, and as
yet Mike and Mildred have been un-
able to ''settie down' in a church
and go to work as before. The subtle
sin of greed once again managed to
rob a growing church of two of its
best workers and perhaps perma-
nently wreck their service to the
Lord.

GREED AND THE PULPIT

Perhaps, though, the saddest
story of greed in today's church is
what this sin did to pastor Bob.

ﬁ’ARxANSAs

: fJ_ersy Thome 40, New L»feChurch
o 'Geneva S Sl e

Over 20 years age Bob, then a
teenager, announced his call to the
ministry. He atiended Bible college
and graduated with a ‘B’ average.
He married a girl he met at college,
one of the most consecrated Chris-
tian workers he had ever known,

The two of them gave themselves
to the Lord and 1o one another in the
ministry of the church. Success
seemed to follow their sacrificial
service as they labored in several
different communities. in his last
pastorate Bob saw his congregation
double in onty three years.

But as this last congregation grew
s0 did the pressures of pastoring,
and so did the problems of pettiness
among carnal members. Finally,
Bob had enough!

He resigned and took a job seliing
insurance. Of course, he intended
this {0 be only a temporary arrange-
ment. He originally intended to use
his new tivelihood as a means of
taking a brief leave of absence from
his calling,

However, something unforeseen
took place. Bob fell in love with sell-
ing. He enjoyed the new freedom
from pastoral problems and pres-
sures, and, above everything eise,
he and his family revelled in a finan-
cial prosperity and security never
before known to them.

Thus, when fater faced with the
decision te go back to the problems
and sacrifices of pastoring, the
subtle sin of greed had done its
damage.

Brother Bil
again,

The same worldly greed that con-
quered Demas had siain another
one of God's choice servants.

Oh, the power of greed! It de-
stroys marriages. i exploits youth
for gain. It corrupts politicians. It
aborts babies. It abandons the elder-
ly. It starts wars. It bankrupts
nations. It strangles churches. It
keeps missionaries from their fields.
[t even dares to rob God.

No wonder the Apostle Paul
warned Timothy, ""For the love of
money is the root of all {sorts) of
evil'” (I Timothy 6:10). And no
wonder the New Testament disqual-
ifies any man from the ministry, who
is given to greed (see | Timothy 3:3).
A

will never pastor

ABOUT THE WRITER: Gordon Sebastian pas-
tors Peace Free Will Baptist Church, Wilson,
North Carolina.










small remembrances throughout
the year.

The grandparent who sees his
grandchild constantly and
frequently overrides the parents’
authority should well consider the
effect of his actions in regard to
the child’s future respect for
parental authority. A child finds
security in stabifily. Ruies which
fluctuate with the situation provide
no stability.

Temperance shoufd be the
watchword in '"all things' says
Paul. Even in the picture galiery
carried by proud grandmas and
grandpas? Yes!

Consider this suggestion which
may prove helpful: Watch the
reaction of the audience. When he
begins to nod and drowse, ask him
about his grandchiidren.

Grandparents—-grandchildren.
There is no relationship guite like
it. It is a relationship existing be-
tween people of the most
impressionable and sensitive
ages-—the young and the old.

The love, trust and open accept-
ance of each for the other gives a
unigue satisfaction. It is a relation-
ship to guard and protect and take
seriously. it shouid be a relation-
ship motivated by love, temperance
and concern for the weil-being of
the individuals involved.

Grandparents should strive to be
more than a bountiful Santa Claus
figure who hands ouf gifts and
cookies and tells Mommy not to
spank. He has the responsibility of
being guide and example, healer of
hurts and maker of memories.

Perhaps the relationship can
best be described in the remem-
brances of various adults:

"I remember the little songs
Grandpa used to make up. We
would sing a rhyme about what-
ever we were doing and he would
fit my name in it just right.”

‘"“We could make as much noise
as we wanted at Grandma's-until
it was time for the news. Then
Grandpa sat down in his big chair
and turned on the radic. We sat
down and waited, then the noige
was ok again."

“| remember squirrel hunting
with my grandpa. The dog would
tree the sguirrel and Grandpa

would get a good shot. Then we
would start back for the house talk-
ing about the dumplings Grandma

Grandchildren are a gift of youth
in declining years. Grandparents
are a gift of memories made in fun

wouid make for dinner,"”

“There was no one my age to

and laughter and remembered with
iove. 4

play with at Grandma's, but that

didn't matter. Grandma was just a
little oider. She could ‘play like’

better than | could."”

ABQOUT THE WRITER. Catherine Henry Judd
teaches first grade at Glenwood Elementary
School, West Plains, Missouri. She is a fre-
quent contributor to CONTACT,

QUESTION: Did Jesus
Christ have physical bro-
thers and sisters?

the problems invaived.

Light on Lije’s
Questions . ..

By Wade Jernigan

ANSWER: Roman Catholicism teaches that
Jesus had no physical brothers and sisters,
but the Word of God teaches something
guite differently. Matthew records the fol-
lowing pertaining to Christ's family; "'Is not
this the Carpenter’s son? {s not his mother
cailed Mary? And his brethren James and
Joses, and Simon, and Judas? And his
sisters, are they not all with us? Whence
then hath this man all these things?"

No further reference is made to Christ’s
brothers by name in scripture, except for
James. Paul who received his revelation
from Jesus Christ and not from man {See
Galatians 1:11,12, | Corinthians 11:23, Gala-
tians 1:16-18) called James ‘'‘the Lord's
brother™ in Galatians 1:19.

Some suggest that those mentioned as
brothers and sisters may have been step-
brothers and sisters. Others conjecture that
these may have been cousins. There is no
evidence that will support the step-brother/
step-sister argumen?. The “cousin’ expiana-
tion has a flaw. Quite often a male cousin
may have been called a brother, but that is
not true of female cousins.

There is no reason to look for any other
explanation than what is given in the Word.
Christ had brothers and sisters.

Readers may address their questions fo Mr. Jernigan at P.Q. Box 1088. Nashville, Ten-
nessee 37202. Please limit each question to one specific topic. There will be no personal
correspondence regarding those questions which are not used in the magazine. The
column wilt not necessarily be considered the official voice of the denomination relative to
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Reassessing

:\ '

say that the ecumenical
movement is the most ar-

resting and significant development
in  modern Christianity.” These
words were penned by Charles Clay-
ton Morrison, a leader in the ecu-
menical movement in 1953 (The Un-
finished Reformation, p. 1).

Fundamental Christians share
neither his optimism nor his enthusi-
asm for the ecumenical movement,
but we must take account of it. Ali of
us are touched by its impact. Unfor-
tunately, far toc many know aimost
nothing about the ecumenical move-
ment, as it has come to be called.

What does the name mean? The
word ecumenical comes from a
Greek word meaning the inhabited
world. Its first use in Christianity was
in connection with the church coun-
cils of the fourth and fifth centuries.

Those councils were assembied
to deal with doctrinal issues that
threatened the unity of the church.
They were called ecumenical coun-
cils because they supposedly repre-
sented the entire church world-wide.

‘ ‘I tis not an overstatement {0

The Ecumenical Movement

s By Raiph Hampton

,..\"\ (i,
0 5‘ , -
2 s
L0

Ecumenical has taken on a new
significance in this century, [t is now
used to express the goal of unity and
universality for the church, a united
church in a united world.

Congern for church unity is not
new. The leaders of the ecumenical
movement like to point out John
17:21 where Jesus prayed that the
church would be one as the Trinity is
one in order that the world might be-
lieve upon Him,

Church history reveals that a con-
cern for unity has been manifest in
every age of the church. It was a
concern for visible unity and con-
formity that prompted the Roman
Catholic Church to torture and slay
“heretics’ who stood for the Word
of Ged.
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" FWBBC INAUGURATION
. ATTRACTS NAT!ONW%DE
ATTENTION

~ O NASHVILLE, TN -« Apprommately

- 1,000 people attended the inaugura-
-tion .of Dr. Charles A. Thigpen as

" third president of Free Will Baptist

~ Bibie College on. October 2 accord-
_ing to Director of Publications Bert

- Tippett. The service was conducted
in the college’s Activities Building.

. In addition to the nearly .600-.

" member college family, guesis .in-
- cluded representatives from 16 col-
“leges and universities, local Nash-

ville government, and every depari-
- ment of the denomination’s naticnal
‘ministries. Hundreds of Free Will
. Baptists flooded the West Nashville

.campus -to. share - in the -historic
Members of Dr. and Mrs.
-~ Thigpen’s families alsc attended.

““.The investiture was read by Rev.

Randy Cox, chairman of the trustee

" board, who charged Thigpen with
. the same words given to him by Rev.

~James F. Miiler in 1962 when Cox

" became a trustee: ""Keep her true."’

.- In his inaugural message, Pres-
_ident Thigpen declared his support

iraln ng of Chrlsnan workers "‘Thls_'-: o

- for the coliege’s basic objective, the .

does not mean - there will be no. " hj
changes,”” he said. *'lt does.mean -
that the objective and philosophy of - o
the college will -be carefully pre- . the “Alumni: Assocsatlo
served and that changes made WI|| "-body, -facuity -and ‘other a-
be within this context."’.. .- . tional - ‘departments.” Dean: Robert:
‘Highlights . of the ‘program . in: n- . - Picirilli presided at the service. '
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