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A forthright, honest and biblical appraisal ;,
of why men and women look at life from *

1 opposite ends of the telescope.

By June R. Critcher

walked into the house from a

women’'s meeting with the

cruise control of my pride set
on wounded.

A furloughing missionary had
been invited to speak to the ladies
that night. And during the 60-
minute sharing session a couple of

ladies had reverted to their teen
years when girls are often lacking
in poise around well-known guests.
At least, momentarily, these two
ladies seemed to have lost control
of their mature dignity as they
giggled and unthinkingly made ju-
venile comments that | wished had
been left home in the disposal and
chewed up with other trivia (or
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garbage). The remarks were of no
major consequence—ijust thought-
less in tone, But they were a bit
upsetting to me, and | left the
meeting annoyed by the ladies'
tack of consideration for others'
feelings.

After standing at the kitchen sink
a few minutes, | stepped over to
the den door and related the brief




incident, word for word, to my hus-
band. His response was, “'Well.'

| went back to whatever | was
doing in the kitchen, and in just a
few minutes had the urge to go
back to the den and tell my hus-
band word for word what | had
shared just a few minutes earlier.
Suddenly | stopped in my fracks
and thought, “How silly! You just
tofd him a few minutes ago!™

Later, while reading TO UNDER-
STAND EACH QTHER by Paul
Tournier, I felt a sense of relief
when | discovered that | am a typ-
ical woman.

“Through speech men express
ideas and communicate informa-
tion. Women speak in order to ex-
press feelings, emotions. This
explains why a wife will relate ten
times an experience she has lived.
It Is not to inform her husband. He
cuts her off sharply, ‘f know it
already; you've told it to me
before.” But she needs 1o tell it
again in order tg discharge
emotional tension which the exper-
ience has built up in her heart."

How many times do we women
tell our husbands and our best
friends the same thing over and
over? Sometimes we even
remember that we've said it
before, but we sense a need to tel}
it again.

tells husbands, "‘Dwell with

them {wives) according to know-
ledge.” Here Peter is encouraging
the husband (and | believe he in-
ciudes inferentially the wife) to get
to know all of the wife's needs, her
hopes, her fears, her limitations,
her feelings.

The woman is of the same value
spiritually as the man. The wife
stands with her husband on a
plane of equality with God-—*heirs
together of the grace of life.”

But the physicai and psycholog-
ical differences must be recog-
nized and appreciated if we are
ever going to use them in comple-
mentary fashion. One of the pur-
poses of marriage is to discover
much of what we have not known
before. In complementing each
ather, we discover these differ-
ences.

U n | Peter 3.7, the Apostle Peter

"God made them male and
female'"—not unisex. He is a God
of infinite variety, and when He
unites a man and woman in holy
marriage and tells these vastly
different human beings to become
one, He is issuing a directive that
onfy He can bring to completion,

What an order—You two are to
become one. At the very founda-
tion of this oneness is a mutual
understanding of the differences
each possesses,

Once we accept the fact that
God made our mate vastly different
from the way He made us, we can
work toward growing a heaithy
marriage. We often think a fot of
marital problems would be solved
if we both thought alike.

But the truth is—if my husband
thought tike | think or 1 thought iike
he thinks, neither of us would really
grow. One of the ways God has
chosen for us to grow in our mar-
riage relationship is in our male
and female differences.

The differences between men
and women have nothing to do with
intelfigence either, There is no
fundamental difference in the over-
all level of intelligence between
men and women, although there
are certain areas in which each
sex excels. Women tend to excel
in language and verbal skills, while
men score higher on tests of math-
ematics, abstract reasoning and
mechanics.

he differences we are think-

about are generaiities, so
please don't think that every single
man and woman fits the descrip-
tion exactly.

The woman thinks with her
heart, her feelings. The man thinks
with his head. Reacting from heart
response, or emoticnal reaction,
the woman will often say or do
things that lead to her hurt.

It is important that the woman
determine to use her emotional
power in positive, constructive
ways. Her responses have the
capacity to help or hinder. Some-
times she will go beyond her
capacity simply because she is
motivated by an emotionai appeai.

So, the husband needs to stand
between his emotional wife and the

.
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Light on Lije’s
Questions . ..

QUESTION: What about
worshippers bringing
handkerchiefs forward to
be prayed over by the
pastor and then taken to
someone who is sick?

By Wade Jernigan

ANSWER: There is only one incident that
might be considered similar recorded in the
New Testament. Acts 19:11, 12: “"And God
wrought special miracles by the hands of
Paul: So that from his body were brought un-
to the sick handkerchiefs or aprons, and the
diseases departed from them, and the evii
spirits went out of them.”

Pentecostal groups have prayed over
handkerchiefs and sent them to the sick for
years but it is not practiced in Free Will Bap-
tist churches. One reason Free Will Baptists
have not endeavored to make it a part of
their public worship (private either) is be-
cause there is no ciear cut command to do
s0. Neither is there a divine promise pertain-
ing to it

Three significant points need to be made
here. One, ‘‘God wrought special miracies.”
To overlook the word ‘‘special’ is to miss
the truth of the matter. The man is presump-
tuous who assumes that Ged will use him in
such amanner.

Secondly, 'by the hands of Paui’” must be
reckoned with. Search the scriptures. Not
one shred of evidence is to be found that
anyone before or after this incident did like-
wise. For that matter nothing is written con-
cerning Paul in this respect.

Thirdly, that which happened to those who
sought to imitate Paul shouid serve as a
warning to any who might try to practice
such today (See Acts 19:14-16).

Readers may address their questions to Mr. Jernigan at P.O. Box 1 088, Nashville, Ten-
nessee 37202, Please limit each question to one specific topic. There will be no personal
correspondence regarding those questions which are not used in the magazine. The
column will not necessarily be considered the official voice of the denocmination relative to

the problems involved.
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YPerfect.”

 (The first rule in surviving,
stress in the ministry.)J

his article has three important messages.
First: ministers are people. And, like all
people, ministers experience siress at certain
points in their lives.

Second: stress is not necassarity harmful. Have
you ever heard the expression, ''Unless there is ten-
sion in the strings, the violin cannot play?'’ It's true.
Stress, or tension, is a precondition for renewal and
growth,

Which brings us to our third point: you cannot €s-
cape crises in a clergy career. But you do not have
to be a victim. If you learn to recognize the symp-
toms of stress as positive signs of challenge and
growth, you can profit from them.

The danger periods.
The first four or five years after ordination are the

hardest for most ministers. Much of the problems
stems from the fact that prospective pastors are, by
nature, idealists. Consequently, the pastor’s first few
years can be torturous,

But once you've passed the five-year mark, you're
still not out of the woods. Stress is a symptom of
growth, and as such, it's a recurring problem. Many
pastors find themselves in criticat situations again
after eight to 10 years, and also around the 20th
anniversary of their ordination.

Stress and depression in the ministry are so
common that one Lutheran bishop said, *'On any
given day, maybe 10 percent of the pastors in my dis-
trict are caught in a deep stress situation. And
probably half of the rest of us are avoiding crisis
which means we’re fighting the blahs—which can be
worse."’



The most common complaints.

You are perfectly normal if, as a minister, you've
encountered stress in any—or all--of these areas.
1. Probiems with parishioners
Overwork
Feetings of futility
Conflicts within the congregation
Disagreements with your Superiors and/or staff
Loneliness, isolation
Personal financial woes
Conflicts between your church and the
community
9. Uncertainty in your calling, concern for your
personal faith '
10. Family problems
11. Marital confiict,
In fact, if you haven’t hag problems in any of these
areas, our guess is that you've refused to recognize
them. Or, you truly are a saint.

®NOD O wN

Almost all stress springs from two sources.

You expect far too much of yourself, and of your
congregation. Your congregation, in turn, makes very
unrealistic demands on you.

You became a pastor, partially, because you are
idealistic. You wanted to serve, You thought you
could make a difference. But it's rough to discover
that your idea of “serving’' doesn’t aiways jibe with
what others expect. And most of the time, if you have
made a difference with anybody, it's hard to see the
results. As one pastor put it, "Originally my life’s goal
was a huge silver banner with the words ‘Win the
world for Christ.! Eventually it became, “Win one or
two people.” Now it's ‘Try not to lose too many,' "

If you achieve this kind of realistic outlook, vou've
got the battle half won.

The congregation. A pastor’s
toughest critics.

All the research we've read leads us to believe
that the lion's share of a pastor’'s problems start with
the congregation. Let's examine the reasons for this,

Congregations invariably look to their pastor as
some kind of fdeal Parent. All-wise. All-knowing. A
Leader. Problem-Solver, Salesperson. Tireless
Worker. A Perfect Example, No one can measure up
to such standards. The problem with many ministers
is—they try to be ail the congregation expects,
Pastors torture themselves trying to be perfect. And
the crazy part is, it would be so much simpler and
more effective to help your congregation see you as
a human being.

Instead, pastors may let themselves fall into a
vicious cycle. They try to be "perfect.”” Eventually
they feel themselves slipping and become afraid. The
congregation senses this fear. Disillusioned, they at-
tack. The pastor grows more fearful, which provokes
greater attacks.

One way to reverse such a cycle, once it's begun,
is to face up to your fears. Most pastors, however,

react in the most human manner—they crawl away
and lick their wounds. To further protect their vulner-
abifity, they develop a cool and remote manner,
Eventually they're isolated, cut off.

The crisis of the new minister.

t's not easy for an experienced pastor to enter a
new church. But it's really tough for a beginner, to
deal with his first real-life parish. The first shock may
be to find that your church members can be jealous
of one another, gossipy, selfish, unreliable or lax in
faith,

Ah, but the idealistic young pastor is invariably
determined to turn things around. We'li just get
everyone to see and do things our way. Then, to
compound this naivete, we try to attract people to our
value system by attacking theirs. Most of us have
done this without reaiizing it. Instead of suggesting a
possibly better way to collect pledges, for instance,
the pastor criticizes the current method. The piedge
committee becomes defensive, of course. And if the
pastor goes about the entire church telling everyone
what they're doing wrong, the result is guaranteed.

This is not to say the young pastor is wrong in
wanting change. There may be a iegitimate need for
it. But that young pastor may not realize that any kind
of change can strike terror in the congregation.

The roots of stress.

Even the tiniest shift in the familiar subconsciously
reminds ali people that time is passing. Qur death is
coming closer. But, if we can keep everything just as
it is. If we can avoid change, or simply refuse to see
it, we think we have stopped time. We can deny the
inevitability of our own death.

S0 the reai enemy is not change. It is fear. We ex-
pend tremendous energy repressing our fear, shield-
ing ourselves. At the same time, we invest an outside
influence {i.e. weaith, status, the state, our physical
vitality, our analyst, family or God) with the power to
protect us from pain and death. But the wails that
block off that terror aiso cripple us. They limit our
capacity to love, trust, to be open to the wonder and
beauty of tife.

In other words, if we're truly successful in repress-
ing and denying our fear of death, we wind up dead-
ening ourselves to iife.

A pastor c¢an help his congregation face their
fears. But first, the pastor must face his own fear.

The fears that feed stress.

What do we fear? Almost everything. Rejection.
Disappointing people. Being vulnerable. Powerless.
We fear confrontation. Faiture. Being hurt. Growing
oid. And death. It's natura! to worry about these
things. But when we (et any or all of these fears
“take over'" we feel stress. For a pastor, this stress

-
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NOBODY’S PERFECT (From page 9)

can make it extremely difficult to deal effectively with
any cisis, at home, or on the job.

Fear and your congregation,
a two-way street.

This example was drawn from John C. Harris’ book
Stress, Power and the Ministry. |t illustrates the prob-
lem very well,

David was the new pastor of St. Helen's. The
church council cailed David, they said, because he
appeared so open. They were tired of being a rubber
stamp of the pastor, as in the past. They wanted to
be involved in more of the action.

But after a few menths things were not going well.
No one was confronting the real issues facing the
church. David was spending ali his time trying to be
iiked. He didn't want to make anyone nervous, so he
sat on his feelings. He tried to appear rational, under-
standing—and above all, neutral. He was afraid the
whole place would blow sky-high if he expressed his
opinion on anything.

Eventually, David couldn’t stand himseif. He hated
going to work. Even getting up in the morning. He felt
tired all the time. He stopped caring. His hame life
began to fail apart. Luckily, David's wife stepped in
and pushed him to figure out what it was that he
wasn't facing. As David says, "It boited down to
which set of bad feelings | was going to live with:
seli-disgust or being scared.”

So David swallowed his fear and began taking a
few risks. He began to speak his mind, and to his
amazement, St. Helen's did not blow up. In fact, the
council began to move forward on probiems. Ali is
not perfect, but David doesn’t hate himself anymore.

Ironicaily, after David changed his approach he
discovered that his original plan to curry favor had
brought just the opposite results. The more he re-
pressed his feelings, the more the council repressed
theirs, reverting back to their old style of politics by
manipulation. Instead of creating cioseness, David's
original plan built distances between himseif and the
council. He thought he would eventually gain permis-
sion from the council to lead, but instead, his remote-
ness diminished his authority.

But once David faced his fears, ence he opened
up 1o expose his humanness, the picture changed.
The same problems were there, but they were no
longer insurmountable. David no longer was giving in
to that old cycle of fear breeding on fear. Instead,
each time he faced up to a c¢risis, he became
stronger.

Are you truly overworked?
Or just afraid?

it is true that parishioners habitually expect their
pastor to be Leader, Shepherd, Teacher, P.R. Agent,
Chief Executive, Caretaker, Marriage Counselor and
who-knows-what-all. But pastorg are to blame, too.
Some play right into the hands of the congregation by

refusing to recognize their own very human limita-
tions.

There are pastors so afraid of criticism, so afraid
of not being needed, that they break their necks
trying to keep busy. They're even afraid to delegate
any responsibility. They think they'll tose their author-
ity. They might even refuse vacation time because
the church could discover it can get along beautifuily
without them.

But work can be shared. |1 is possible, even
desirable, to encourage lay people to perform some
of the functions once reserved only for professional
clergy. A competent church member can teach home
Rible class—without supervision. Lay people can
help with hospital visitations, counseling, evangelism.
The harvest is doubly sweet. The pastor gains
precious time for the family. And the congregation
gains a feeling that they are partners—not subor-
dinates—of the pastor.

Common sense ways to cope.

1. Learn to plan. Too many projects going on
simultaneously lead ic confusion, forgetfuiness and
the nagging feeling of uncompleted tasks. Whenever
possible, put your duties in pricrity order. Then take
on just one or two projects at a time and work on
them untii compieted.

2. Accept your limits. Even pastors can never be
perfect, so they wind up feeling inadequate—no
matter how well they perform. Set only achievable
goals for yoursetf.

3. Have fun. This is not blasphemy. Unless you be-
lieve Satan invented laughter. Everyone—including
ministers—needs to escape job pressures and just
relax and enjoy themselves. Look for a pastime that's
absorbing and enjoyable to you, no matter what your
level of ability.

4. Be positive about pecple and life. Try to avoid
criticizing others. Praise them instead. Focus on the
traits you like. They'il return the favor.

5. Practice tolerance and forgiveness. When we
try to really understand the way someone else feels
we can be more accepting of them. When we're in-
tolerant, we only feed our own frustration and anger.

6. Don't compete when you don't have to. Life is
full of unavoidable competitive situations. Don't add
to them.

7. Take regular, sensible exercise. Even a daily 10-
minute walk is a help. Choose only exercise you
enjoy—with your doctor's guidance. If it's drudgery,
you'll never stick with it long enough to do any good.

8. Learn to take time for yourself. It can be helpiul
to simply stare at the ceiling, watch a bird build a
nest, listen to music or take a nap. Many pastors
believe this time can prove to be spiritual self-help.
Moments to meditate, to pray, to give your mind and
soul “‘space {o breathe.”

9. Expose your problems to those who understand.
Expressing all those bottled-up tensions can be
incredibly helpfui. Talk to your spouse, it'll strengthen
your marriage. Talk to other pastors. They've been



there. They can offer solutions, as well as commiser-
ation. And don’t forget the value of a professional
counselor—or even the understanding of an old
friend.

How lay people can help their pastors.

1. Take the first step. |deally, if lay people took
more active responsibility in discussing and solving
problems in the church, stress wouldn't seach the
crisis stage so often. If everyone is truly open when
goals and priorities are being established, the difficul-
ties can be singled out before factions develop.

2. Encourage your pastor’s continuing education,
Urge your pastor to develop his skills in resolving
stress and role conflicts through classes, seminars
on human relations, conflict management, and group
organizational techniques—at the church's expense.

3. Help a fresh, eager young pastor. Since the first
four to five years are the hardest, encourage your
young pastor or assistant pastor to attend young
pastor’'s school, seminary follow-up courses or dea-

4. [nsist on salary fairness. Promote an annual
salary review for your minister, including expense
aliowances. Ask that it be conducted as a negotiation
between equal parties—not a dictum from the Board
to the Servant,

5. See that your pastor has an adequate stalf.
Whether the help is full or part-time, your pastor de-
serves an adequate staff to make sure demands on
his time are not excessive.

6. Protect the privacy of your pastor's family. Do
your best to remind your fellow parishioners that your
pastor’s family is not the property of the church.
They’re not to be assurned to be "“unpaid staff"”
either. And finally, expectations of the pastor’s family
must be realistic. Standards for their deportment and
behavior should be no greater than standards you set
for your own family. 4

Reprinted with permission from a report developed by Ministers
Life Insurance Company, 3100 West Lake Street, Minneapolis,
Minnesota 55416.

con training,

PROFILE

Charles Hinesley—Layman

harles Howard Hinesley, born
July 8, 1926, in Rushing, Ar-
kansas, was a layman.

This statement can be true only in
the sense that he was not an or-
dained minister, for Charles truly did
minister for his Master whom he ac-
cepted as Saviour in August, 1947.
He ministered like he was on duty 24
hours a day—to his fellowman at
New Home Free Will Baptist Church
in Tuisa, Oklahoma, in military ser-
vice during World War [, as a
worker at Sun Oil Company or at
American Airlines, at Hillsdale Free
Will Baptist College, or in various de-
nominational capacities on district
and state levels.

Chartes found many outlets for
Christian service. One for which he
was best known was his singing.
Whether teaming with family
members or others, he often
strummed a guitar and displayed a
smile of peace and happiness.

Charles Hinesley spent much
time boosting the national Master's
Men program. Serving for a time as
a Master's Men State president, he
traveled widely tc organize new
chapters and encourage others.

When the church where he was a
member called a new pastor in
1967, Charles was one of two men
who journeyed to Virginia and drove
an overloaded U-Haul truck and
trailer to Oklahoma. He made un-
counted trips to the church
checking the heaters or air condi-
tioners before weekend services.
One dreadful year he was even in
charge of feeding the gang at Youth
camp.

The last year he lived, Charles
Hinesiey accepted a new chaflenge
—he would be the general superin-
tendent of a Free Will Baptist Sun-
day School! He introduced fresh
ideas and made plans for continued
growth. But declining health forced

him to resign after six months of ser-
vice,

Charles Howard Hinesiey iacked
60 days making his 53rd birthday
when he died May 7, 1979. He had
been confined to St. John's Hospital
in Tulsa.

He was a layman, a Free Will
Baptist layman, the kind of man who
buiit the Free Will Baptist denomina-
tion. His country gave him a purple
heart for faithful service. His denom-
ination filled the church to overflow-
ing at his funeral in testimony to his
commitment. Who knows what trea-
sures His Lord presented him with{ 4
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trol of all the world except China.
Then the anti-Christ (President
Carter) will be '"revealed” and the
"end-times’* will begin.

Such, in brief, is Todd's basic
message. Interspersed throughout
his standard rehearsal of this scen-
ario are personal recoilections of his
life in the occult (first as a witch,
then as a member of the [lluminatti),
his army career, and his '‘conver-
sion’.

These reminisces add a note of
personal authority to a message that
s not nearly as new as many of
Todd's hearers believe, but has ak-
ways had a strong appeal in times of
political or social upheaval—such
as the present.

The fact that a message Is ap-
pealing (7}, even to good people,
does not, however, make it a truthful
one. The question which must be
asked, but which has consistently
been ignored by Todd's followers, is
the simple cne of whether or not his
message is true,

We are commanded by scripture
to “Prove ali things. . . ." Such proof
for Todd's assertions is not only
sorely lacking, but all available evi-
dence serves to contradict his
claims. This is most easily demon-
strable with reference to the lilumi-
natti. ft is not an overstatement to
say that the truth of his accusations
stands or falls on the existence and
power of this secret international
group.

THE ILLUMINATTI

Claims for the existence, conspis-
atorial nature and international
power of the [lluminatti are not new,
having formed an important part of
right-wing propoganda for at least
the last quarter-century. The term it-
self is much oider, having been used
by various groups since post-
Apostolic times.

it means, literally, “‘light-bearers™
and, as such, seemed like an attrac-
tive name to those who used it. It
was apparently first used by groups
of gnostics (heretical Christians} in
the second century A.D. It fell inio
disuse for centuries untit revived in
the 16th century by groups of Chris-
tian mystics in Spain (whose teach-
ings strongly influenced some fung-
amentalist and holiness groups in

their views on sin and sanctifica-
tion),

During the Renaissance Period it
was used by small groups of human-
ists in [taly, and some of the Rois-
crucian groups have occasionaily
used the name,

The only group known as "“The iI-
luminatti’’ to acquire any sort of po-
liticai power was founded in Bavaria
around 1776-1778 by Johann Adam
Weishaupt. He claimed to have oc-
cult powers and promised to share
his knowledge with those who pro-
gressed as members of his organi-
zation,

In an effort to gain respectability,
the llluminatti affiliated with the
Masons. With a membership which
inciuded several nobles and promi-
nent politicians, they attempted 1o
engender support for many of the
extreme ideals embodied in the
American Revolution of 1776 and
the more radical concepts brewing
revolution in France. This was the
high-water mark of Hluminatti influ-
ence (pretty bush-league for a
“world wide conspiracy’’).

Due to this political stance and
revelations of Weishaupt's occult in-
volvement, the Masons kicked the |I-
luminatti out of their organization.
Members of the llluminatti soon be-
came dissatisfied themselves be-
cause, when they moved up in the
organization, they found that
Weishaupt had no occult power or
secrets to share.

Among the dissatisfied were
members of the nobifity who got the
Bavarian government to declare the
organization iflegal. It was forced to
disband in 1784,

The name "“llluminatti’’ has not
been used by any even semi-influen-
tial organization since Weishaupt’s
time. The term has persisted primar-
ily in conspiracy-oriented propagan-
da. It is this sort of propaganda,
taken to a heinous extreme, which
Todd is preaching, not any kind of
historical, political or religious truth.

A HEX IS A HEX

Todd demonstrates an interesting
example of ignorance concerning
the origin of the term “hex’’. Both in
speeches and in the Chick Pubtica-
tion comic ''Spellbound’’, he says
that the word comes from the hexa-

gram (six-pointed star) a widely used
embiem in the occuit.

He is correct in noting the occult
use of the hexagram (popularly
known as the Star of David, some-
times called in occult circles the
Seal of Solomon, though the more
common five-pointed star also goes
by that name), but the two terms in
question have completely separate
origins.

“Hexagram” is a Greek term
which means simply ‘'six-pointed'".
“Hex", which means a curse or
speli, comes from the German word
wexe (witch), Such an observation
might seem very minor when deal-
ing with Todd's other grandiose
claims, but it is a very telling one.

Were Todd an ex-Grand Druid
High Priest (as he claims), he would
certainly know the real origin of
such an important occuli term; were
he simply the owner of an occult
bookstore {as he was), he may or
may not know,

He is either ignorant or (for some
obscure reason) lying. Whichever, it
casts additional doubt on the credi-
bility of his message.

TODD’S INCONSISTENT
TESTIMONY

Todd alsc contradicts himself on
numerous occasions and on a vari-
ety of topics, further destroying any
credibility he might have had. The
following are some examples:

1. a)} On one occasion, Todd claimeg
President Kennedy was kifleg
by the Hliuminatti because he
hecame a Christian.

b} Another time he claimed Ken-
nedy was stili alive and part of
the Hluminatti conspiracy.

2. a) Describing his initiation into
witchcraft, Todd expiained that
it was like the Masonic initiation
except that it was performed in
the nude.

b} Describing the same event dur-
ing another “testimony”, Todd
tock great pains t0o note the
black robe he wore throughout
the ceremony.

3. a) He said he re-enlisted in the

army on orders from his witch

superiors.

He claimed on another occa-

sion to have re-enlisied on his

own, thereby angering his witch

superiors.

b
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WHOQ HOLDS FUTURE (From page 13)

These contradictions alone—and
there are others—serve without
doubt to call into guestion Todd’s
entire message. But when combined
with the other data presented, the
evidence is overwhelming: his mes-
sageisinerror justas he isin error.

One who accepts Todd's preach-
ing is, as scripture says, ‘‘giving
heed to seducing fables and doc-
trines of devils.” And Paul firmly
warns us to "avoid such." Heeding
this command would not only be a
needed preventive against preach-
ers like Todd, but would also go a
long way toward restoring credibility
10 our presentation of the Gospel.

THE BIBLE AND
TODD’S MESSAGE

Todd's message is in error. Of
this, there can be no question. '‘But
stifl,”” some people protest, ‘'the ef-
fects of Todd's preaching have been
very positive. Churches are waking
up to Satan's wiles and are begin-
ning to resist him. And young peopie
are straightening their lives out.” So
the argument goes.

Bui it is a fallacious argument on
three counts. First, an important as-
pact of Christianity is its superlative
ethical code, a code that demands
exemplary honesty {See Matthew
5:33f).

Second, biblical Christianity has
never been a religion of expedience:
the ends, however good, do not jus-
tify the means.

Third, error always begets error,
whether overtly or subily, with the
latter means probably being the
most damaging. And there are at
least three major errors fostered by
John Todd's preaching, errors which
the church can weil do without.

The first error is a de-emphasis on
the sovereignty of God. In the scrip-
tures God is everywhere declared
sovereign in the affairs of men, 1t is
He who sets up leaders (See Ezekiel
17:24) and deposes them (See Luke
1:52); He who exalts nations (See
Isaiah 19:22f) and debases them
(See Ezekiel 25:11).

He delivers the peopies (See
Amos 9:7) and sends them into cap-
tivity {See Amos 1:81f). [t is God who
controls everything (See Psaim

103:19) with the final goal of men’s
salvation {See Acts 17:24-27). But
any emphasis on this is sorely lack-
ing in Todd's teaching.

The ‘“‘conspiracy theory of his-
tory’" as taught by Todd and others
presuppose a powerful satanic con-
spiracy behind almost all the major
events in the recent history of the
world,

Everything from communism to
civil rights to environmentalism has
resulted from Satan's control of
world affairs. Where does God fit in?
In expticit statements, Todd is care-
ful 1o say that God is in control, but
the impression his teaching leaves
is just the opposite.

An excellent example is the ctaim
made by Todd that it was not until
1964 that the llluminatti realized the
Church might be a hindrance to their
plans. Are we expected to believe
that God is in control when the
Church—that body empowered by
His spirit, founded by His Son, given
power over the very gates of hell,
the Church which turned the world
upside down, carried the light of true
religion through the centuries, sent
the Gospel to countless iands, the
Church, God’'s Church—took over
1900 years to become recognized
by Satanic forces as a reasonabiy
formidable foe?!

Come now! Satan deserves credit
for having more inteiligence than
that as God does for having more
power. For it is God who governs the
affairs of men, and shall eternally do
$0.

The second error is a coroliary of
the first, It is an over-emphasis on
the power and activity of Satan.
Scripture portrays him as a formid-
able enemy, powerful and savage,
“seeking whom he may devour"” {
Peter 5:8). He is the great deceiver
and accuser, disguising himself as
an angel of light. But he has been
defeated already (See Luke 10:18;
John 12:31) and Christians need not
fear him as long as they remain in
Christ {See Luke 9;11).

This fact of Satan’s defeat at the
onsiaught of the Kingdom of God
needs to be emphatically stressed.
For what often happens among
Christians is that they misappiy cer-
tain pibiical texts and give Satan far
more power and authority than he
realiy has.

ft is often asserted that the desig-
nation of Satan as ‘‘prince of this
world” (I} Corinthians 4:4} means
that he holds rightful authority in the
world. A quick reading of Colossians
should dispet such speculation. All
the verse really means is that it is to
Satan that the world gives iis alle-
giance.

It is the purpose of evangeiism to
aiter that allegiance. Satan’s ofter of
“all the kingdoms of the world" to
Jesus (See Matthew 4:8f) is also
cited as proof of his on-going author-
ity. if he ever had such authority, it
was forever broken at Calvary and is
not our ¢congern today.

But is there any evidence to sug-
gest, even at that time, that Satan,
who was a deceiver from the begin-
ning, a liar, and the father of lies,
was being more honest at this time
than any other? [ think not. Satan
does not rule the worid, God does
(See Psalm 22:28).

The final error fostered by Todd's
message is at the heart of the rea-
son many accept it. He preaches to
the fears and prejudices of his hear-
ers, not to convict and chalienge,
but to encourage complacency and
self-rightecusness.

His preaching poinis to otherg-
rock musicians, politicians, charis-
matics, contemporary gospe! sing-
ers, witches alll—for people to
blame when they can't undersiand
or cope with a seciety in a tremen-
dous state of flux. In a society as
turbuient as ours at present, people
need something to grasp onto to
make sense of an ever-changing
world. Todd's preaching provides
that.

“My church alone is right. We
alone have understood theology a-
right and completely. Only the music
| fisten to is righteous. My politics
alone are Bible-based. it's Satan
and his witches that are behind
everything eise in religion, music
and potitics. They're ali demon-con-
trolled!”

Such attitudes are easy to rein-
force; the people who heed them
are easy to use. Todd, with his mes-
sage, does both effectively. And so,
the form of worship is confused with
the substance; personal convictions
are confused with biblical princi-
ples, and bigotry is confused with
faithfulness.



What is promoted is not the Gos- The song? ““God Holds the Future  education director at Westside Free Will Bap-
pel of grace, but a message of fear in His Hands.” 4 tist Church, Columbus, Ohio. The Kentucky
and hatred a perversion sick native is also employed at Ambassador Bible

! ABOQUT THE WRITER: Marvin Beculhimer is Bookstore, Columbus.
enough to make Jesus weep over S———————————— ———————— -
the Church as He did over Jerusa- S
lem.

THE MESSAGE
OF THE CHURCH

Todd has fallen from public view.
He was under a barrage of criticism
due to the false content of his mes-
sage and because he had slandered
too many Christian leaders, includ-
ing Jerry Falwell. Perhaps he will get
psychiatric help, which according to
army records he claims do not exist,
he very much needs. Perhaps he
will reopen an occult bookstore, as
he did in Dayton some years after he
was “saved’’. Perhaps he will be-
come truly committed io Jesus as
Lord and Savior. The latter is to be
hoped and prayed for,

But though he has left the church
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be stressed as preeminent,

2) Stress God's sanctifying action in
us and His work through us for all
men.

3} The defeat of Satan must be em-
phasized.

4) Teach the distinction in worship be-
tween form {which may vary) and
substance (which may not).

5) Taking full account of man's free
will and of Satan's ability o use
that wifl, we must again emphasize L g
the sovereignty of God. My life and B Execu%we Office

S qos300
11835566
78216

(12.03178)

s 28, 502 20

3. 26,526.73 '5198,414.56.

e DISBURSEMEN’I‘S

693895 $(2.360. S8 678660 $ 6648561
saivaticn is in His hands. The . “Foreign Missions 7.993.7711.(5:889.15) 73.04:.5:-48,689.07:
Chureh is in His hands. QOur nation s Bible College : :5:030.78 +1(3,280.34); £30,867.40
—-and every other nation—is in His " Home Missions - -4, {852 '.52__6.'?4__3.'73 o
hands, The future of the world is in ;.- Church Training Sery R R e Sy
His hands. = Retirement and In' {1:584.88):

'._Mas:ers Men '
Comimission on Theo_
i tdogical Liberalism
B Other Mmlstrles

(831.60).
There is an old Southern Gospel S
songwhich, while sung often enough
in our churches, is apparently fittle
listened to. it would have provided a
needed corrective to Todd’s mes-
sage,
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CHAPLAIN (From page 17)

Throughout the United States,
prison wardensand superintendents,
prison chaplaing and administrators
are recognizing the benefits of local
church involvement with prison in-
mates. Community involvement is
demanded by the American Correc-
tionai Association if the local prison
is to become accredited.

This has cpened doors that have
been closed for years. How long

BRENDA GORDON —

these doors wili be open is a ques-
tion no one can presently answer,
The opportunity for service is avail-
able now, and that opening will be
filled. It can be filled by Evangelical
Christlanity or by social organiza-
tions. The choice is up to the Church.

There are "'graduates’ of our pri-
son who are serving now as mission-
aries to France and the Native Am-
ericans in ldaho. Ex-convicts are
teaching Sunday Schools and
preaching in some fine Evangelicatl

Teen Olympian

By Ron Dail

he Olympics have always

been exciting to the sporis

enthusiast, and even those
of us who are passive fans are
stirred as we view on our TV
screens the “thrill of victory’' or
“the agony of defeat’’ by our
couniry's representatives.

But the 1980 Olympics in
Moscow will hoid a special interest
for Free Will Baptists. Yes, we will
have a representative, Miss Brenda
Gordon of St Croix, United States
Virgin Islands.

Brenda was born in Trinidad in
1964 and moved to St. Croix with
her family in 1969. She is
number seven of 10 children; she
has three brothers and six sisiers.
She attended the public schools
until the 1977-1978 term. She now
attends Free Wili Baptist School on
St Croix,

Early in her school career—sec-
ond grade to be exact—Brenda
found that she was better at
running than other sports. Her
interest grew in running as she
continued to develop her skills with
encouragement from an older
sister,

In the third grade she was en-
couraged to join the school's track
team, however it wasn't until grade
four that she started competing
with the team against other
schools.

“Back in those days,"” Brenda
says, ‘'l used tc make third place
ali the time.” However, by the
eighth grade things had changed a
great deal. She was running
consistently in first place.

Winning is the name of the
game for Brenda. She loves to run
and win. She has won numerous
races on St. Croix and neighboring
istands over the past year. She

churches. Some of these men are
bringing church groups back into
this prison or taking groups tc one of
the other eight prisons in Oklahoma,

The changing power of the Holy
Spirit is no different in prison than in
the local church. He is always victo-
rious! &

ABOUT THE WRITER: Jerty Rhoades is chap-
lain at the Lexington, Oklahoma, Assessment
and Reception Center. He is an ordained
Free Will Baptist minister.

entered and won against
international competition in
Columbia, South America, a few
months age.

Her coach, Mr. Cipriai Phillips,
says Brenda is olympic material. At
present Brenda is working on
making her time better.

She runs the 440 in 56 seconds
and by Olympics fime she hopes to
have her time down to 54 seconds
or better. The world record for the
440 is 52 seconds.

“| am kinda excited about it,”
relates Brenda, “‘but if | don't win,
I'll try again in 1984."

Brenda is not only a runner in
the Olympics, and a hopefut winner
but she is a winner already as a
Christian.

On August 20, 1978, in the Free
Wili Baptist Church of
Christiansted, St. Croix, Brenda
gave her heart and life to the Lord
Jesus Christ. {n March, 1979,
Brenda was baptized and became
a member of the Free Will Baptist
Church.

She is active with the youth
group. No matter what the
activity— an outing, teen prayer
meeting, old folks home, youth
rally, teen Bible study—you witl
find her present. Brenda has been
responsible for helping to get the
youth group active and growing.
She gets encouragement from a
family that is close and who love
the Lord,

There will be nine runners in the
final 440 race in the women's com-
petition in Moscow this summer.
We certainly hope this young lady
wiil be one of the nine finalists. &

ABOUT THE WRITER: Ron Dail pastors Free
Will Baptist Church, Christiansted, St. Croix,
Virgin istands.



OUR
READERS
COMMENT

CANNOT SUPPORT PICTURES USED

Is the old saying true—"'a picture is worth
a thousand words''? | know that af feast part
of the answer can be determined by the pic-
ture itself and the other part of the answer
can be determined by who produces the pic-
ture,

My conviction about the pictures in CON-
TACT, December 1978, page 8; September
1978, page 10; and November 1978, page 15;
might not carry much weight, but the convic-
tion of FWBBC and most FW8 pastors does
carry some weight, doesn’t it, Jack?

Since you have been the editor of CON-
TACT, I can read a big difference that | sup-
port, but [ can see a difference that | cannot
support.

Terry Ciay Balley, Youth Pastor
First Free Will Baptist Church
Newport, Tennessee

10 England Hill

CONTENT SOLVES PROBLEMS

As a new member of Trinity Free Will Bap-
tist Church and a new subscriber to CON-
TACT, | wish to say that ! enfoy the content
and news information CONTACT provides.
The topics are ones that we as Christians
need more knowledge about and can apply to
our work-a-day world.

Articles written often pertain to subjects or
Sltuations that ! have questions abou., These
articles including the biblical guotes help me
resolve my problems or explain the situation
better. Overall it makes me appreciate being
a Christian and having joy in reading a maga-
zine written by fundamental authors.

Prayers are extended for continuation of
great success.

Phyllis Broughton
210 N. Eastern Street
Greenville, North Caroling

MAGAZINE POINTS WAY

! think CONTACT is a very interesting and
inspirational journal. It points out the road
that all men should seek to follow and trave!

Floyd R. Mifftin
Route 1
Burbonnais, llinois

PTL - 700 CLUB ARTICLE HELPFUL

! wanted to express how much | enfoy
CONTACT magazine. The November issue
was especially helpful to our Church. Alf the
articles were very good, particularly the cne
titled “'From Qveralfs to Tuxedos " on the PTL
and 700 Ciubs. This article is nesded be-
cause these organizations are doing much
harm to our churches.

! aiso enjoyed your editorial ““The Men are
Missing." ! used both articles in our midweek
service and encouraged our people to read
them for themselves.

Wayne Phillips, Pastor
Fellowship Free Will Baptist Church
Flat River, Missouri

CITES REFERENCE ERROR

I received the November CONTACT and
read a portion of it including "'The Amen
Corner’, page 7, by David A. Joslin,

I don't know who is responsible for the
errof in the article, but there is no 17th verse
in I Corinithfans 5. The scriplure referred 1o
Seems to be Psalms 1:7 and 26:4.

Having grown up in Arkansas, | enjoyed the
article very much otherwise.

! recall sitting near the front or on the front
row most of my life in Arkansas. | also recail
overhearing men on seats behind me dis-
cussing raising hogs, etc., during the service.

Mrs. Freeda Hodges
C'Fallon, Missouri
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that was made, and to enforce order
and decorum among such a set of little
heathen.

So it was in the month of July in
1780 that Raikes gathered the poor-
er children of the manufacturing
quarter of Gloucester, Engtand into
the rooms of a private home in the
neighborhood. If was in the house of
a Mr. King on Catherine Street that
the first Gloucester Sunday School
was started. Mrs. King was the
teacher and was paid a shiliing and
a sixpense for her effort.

Raikes literally had to “herd”
some of the children into his new
school. The boys were bad and the
girls were worse. Discipline was a
strong problem. Raikes himself
“strapped or caned" the boys for
misbehavior; the girls were discip-
lined in other ways.

The children, who ranged in age
from six to 14 were required to
come with ciean hands and faces,
and hair combed. Raikes provided
clothing and shoes for many of the
children.

The children were kept in schoo!
from 10 to 12 in the morning, then
went home, returned at one o’clock,
and, after a lesson, were taken to
church. Following the church serv-
ice they were taught the catechism.,
They were sent home at five o'clock,
after having been charged not to
play in the streets.

Raikes did not design his schools
to teach the Bible but to teach read-
ing, writing and religion to poor chil-
dren. However, the Bibie was used
as a text in his schools. Raikes was
trying to build character through ed-
ucation and believed the Bible to be
a good source for character builg-

ing.
WHY ROBERT RAIKES?

In 1769 Miss Hannah Ball of High
Wycombe, about 35 miles from Lon-
don, gathered a number of children
on each Sunday morning before the
hour of service and taught them to
read the Bible, and to repeat the cat-
echism. This could well be regarded
as the birthplace of the English Sun-
day schools,

Perhaps by now you are wonder-
ing why Robert Raikes is known as
the father of the Sunday school

movement? Why should 1780 be
recognized as the date of the begin-
ning of the Sunday school? The
Sunday schools of our day are noth-
ing like the ones which Robert
Raikes founded. Raikes' motivation
differed from ours. Why Robert
Raikes?

Robert Raikes is recognized as
the father of Sunday schoo!s not be-
cause he invented it but because he
pioneered it. He may have even
taken the idea from Hannah Ball or
someone else.

Raikes began Sunday schoois in
other slum areas of Gloucester.
After three years of experimentation
Raikes published an account of his
work in his newspaper. The article
was picked up by London news-
papers. The idea caught on and Sun-
day schoois were begun throughout
England,

By the time Raikes died in 1811,
attendance in Sunday schools num-
bered 400,000 pupils. Raikes is rec-
ognized as the father of the Sunday
school movement because his
movement was the first to succeed.
Other Sunday schools that predated
his were born but died an early
death. Ralkes' bulldog tenacity saw
him through to victory and success,

In the years that followed Rajkes'’
death the Bible was introduced as
the basic unit of study for Sunday
schools. Child labor laws were
passed and secular elementary and
secondary schoolis became promi-
nent in England and America. Many
of these secular schools featured
the Bible as their basic textbook.

The American plan for Sunday
schools called for the teaching of
the Bible by Christian laymen and
women. It was also to become an
agency both of evangelization and
training.

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL
ORGANIZED

Various “"new’’ ideas were incor-
porated into the Sunday school,
Around 1850 a prize of 100 pounds
was offered for the best Book of
Practical Instruction for Sunday-
School Teachers. The winning book
offered a suggestion of grading that
the author said came from years of
experience.

He suggested four grades—*The

Intants" for those from two to seven
years old; “The Ignorant’” for those
from seven upwards who are not
able to read well: “The Instructed"
for those from seven to 15 who can
read, ““The Adults" for those who
were over 15. Additional counsel
was given suggesting that each divi-
sion be taught in separate rooms
and on totally different methods.

The first attempt at organization
for Sunday schools was made in
Philadelphia in January of 1791. The
First-day or Sunday School Society
was formed. In subsequent years or-
ganizations were formed in New
York and Boston. These societies
became the nucleus of the Amer-
ican Sunday School Union which
was formedin 1824.

This society became a home mis-
sion thrust in North America and
was responsible for starting ihou-
sands of Sunday schools across the
country. The first national Sunday
school convention was heid in New
York City on October 3, 1832,

The first national Sunday school
convention was followed by the
second one the next year but a third
was not held until 26 vears later.
Others followed over the span of
years until 1875 when the Sixth Na-
tional Convention became the First
international Convention.

A seven-year cycle of uniform les-
sons was adopted by the Convention
with the word that these lessons had
been approved by many denomina-
tions.

In 1831 the Sunday school move-
ment celebrated its jubilee. The jubi-
lee was celebrated in that year be-
cause there was some confusion as
to the year when Robert Raikes be-
gan his work, By 1880 the date was
pretty well established and the Sun-
day school movement celebrated its
first centennial.

At that time a celebration was
held and a statue of Robert Raikes
was unveiled in London. Thus the
first 100 years of the Sunday school
ministry passed into history. 4

Part Il next month.

ABOUT THE WRITER: Dr. Roger C. Reeds is
director of the Sunday School and Church
Training Department,
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LEGAL BATTLE LOOMS OVER SPANKING

FAYETTEVILLE, NC—Five femaie
staff members of Coilege Lakes
Free Wili Baptist Church Day Care
Center, Fayetteville, were charged
in five separate warrants March 5,
1979, under North Carclina General
Statue 14 - 33 (b) (3}, with assaulting
and striking a child under the age of
12 years by spanking her on March
1.

The ladies readily admitted that
the child was spanked in Christian
love and discipline. Furthermore,
they solemnly affirmed that they did
not overly discipline the child.

The assistant District Aftorney
dropped charges against three
staffers moments before the trial be-
gan, March 21. Cumberland County
District Court Judge Joe Dupree lis-
tened to the case against the two
women and then rendered a verdict
of quitty on March 27,

Judge Dupree raised the question
of the legality of anyone spanking a
two-year old child. Dupree offered
the ladies 'a prayer for judgment
continued” but they elected to
appeal the case.

Previously, North Carolina courts
ruled that a parent or one in foco

parentis is not criminally liable for
an assauit or similar offense when
corporal punishment isadministered
uniess permanent injury results or
the spanking resuits from malice.

Superior Court Judge Harry Can-
ady admitted this precedent in law,
but ruled that /loco parentis was yet
unapplied to North Carclina General
Statue 14-33 (b) (3). Consequently,
one staffer was found guilty May 15,
and the other staffer pieaded ''no
contest’’ June 11, until the North
Carolina Court of Appeals rules on
the case. The Court of Appeals
should rule before August, 1980.

The mother of the child brought a
civil suit against the five women, the
church, and Pastor and Mrs. Bobby
Glen Smith on May 29, 1979. She is
asking the Court to award her
$5,000 as compensatory damages
and $50,000 as punitive damages,
The insurance company secured an-
other attorney to handle this case.

Pastor Smith confirms, '*Cutside
pressure upon the church during the
trials nearly overwhelmed us but
God’s superabundant grace sus-
tained us.”

CUMBERLAND ASSOCIATION HONORS SENIOR MINISTERS

McEWEN, TN—Six pioneers in Ten-
nessee Free Will Baptist history
were honored at the 136th Session
of the Cumberland Association con-
ducted October 16-17, 1979, at First
Free Will Baptist Church, McEwen.
The theme for this year’s meeting
was ‘'Ask For The Old Paths.”

The honorees—~Rev. Ernest Craft,
Rev. Carlos Craft, Rev. Henry Oliver,
Rev. J. L. Welch, Rev. J. B. Parsons
and Rev. Luther Reed—share a
combined total of 288 years of ser-
vice to God and Free Wili Baptist
work.

Rev. Ernest Craft, who presented
the Tuesday morning devotion, was
ordained in 1831 and has pastored
eight churches.

Rev. Carlos Craft, 79, was or-
dained in 1934 and is now pastor of
Grace Free Will Baptist Church,
Nashville.

Rev. Henry Oliver, who brought
the special music during Tuesday's
session, is 75 years old. He was or-

dained in 1924 and has pastored
five churches. After 51 years in edu-
cation, he recently retired as a pro-
fessor at Free Will Baptist Bible
College. He currently serves in an
advisory capacity for the Pleasant
View Christian School, Pleasant
View, Tennessee,

Rev. J. L. Welch, 80, brought the
morning message in Tuesday's ses-
sion. He was ordained 70 years ago
in 1809, has pastored five churches,
and for 47 vyears pastored the
Cofer's Chapet Free Wil Baptist
Church, Nashville.

Rev. J. B. Parsons, 78, brought
the devotion on Wednesday morn-
ing. He was ordained in 1934 and
has pastored 10 churches.

Rev. Luther Reed delivered the
Wednesday morning message. He
was saved under Rev, Ernest Craft's
ministry. He was ordained in 1954
and has pastored seven churches in
Georgia, North Carolina and Ten-
nessee,

Above: J. L. Welch
awarded plagque

Below: (L) Luther Reed,
E. Craft, J.L. Welch
Henry Oliver.




REVIVAL SURGE CULMINATES
SILVER ANNIVERSARY

FARMINGTON, MO—More than 115
conversions during October, 1979,
crowned a year's growth at First
Free Will Baptist Church, Farming-
ton, according to Pastor Jim
McAllister.

Sunday school attendance soared
to 906 on October 28 with 55 deci-
sions that one day. All this resulted
from a month-long Sunday school
drive and a week-fong revival led by
Home Missionary Bobk Shockey.

In November, 1978, Pastor McAl-
lister presented the church with a
year-fong sifver anniversary celebra-
tion idea. The total church program
was promoted throughout 1979,

During October, 20 teenagers
went door-to-door each Thursday
evening and every night during the
week preceding revival. The teens
visited 1500 homes. Before the re-
vival week, 40 people had aiready
been saved. McAllister reported 25
people on weekly bus visitation
during the attendance push aiong
with 22 men who visited each Thurs-
day night.

First Church has grown from 24 in
1954 to 135 in 1974 to now become
the largest Sunday school in eastern
Missouri, Part of that growth can be
traced to every Monday, being a day
of fasting and prayer. Cottage prayer
meetings and “Early Bird"” Sunday
prayer meetings supplemented reg-
ular mid-week services.

Rev. McAllister is chairman of the
National Home Missions Board.

Rev. Bobby Jackson, Chairman
Rev. Eugene Waddel|

Rev. Waldo Young

Rev. Carl Vallance

Rev. Floyd Wolfenbarger

Rev, Rue Dell Smith

Rev. David Joslin

Rev. John Edwards

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE STATEMENT
TO THE DENOMINATION

NASHVILLE, TN—Information surfaced in November, 1979, concerning
a personal offense by former Executive Secretary Rufus Coffey during
his last term in office. The Executive Committee neither knew of nor sus-
pected any wrongdoing by Mr. Coffey prior to that time.

Mr. Coffey confessed to the Executive Commitiee on December 4,
1979, that he committed adultery for a period of about a year during his
1978-79 term as executive secretary. He apologized to the Executive
Committee, to the denomination he betrayed, and asked for forgiveness.

The Executive Committee strongly denounces Mr. Coffey's behavior in
his last term in the Executive Office. We cannot tolerate nor condone sin
in any person, especially one who occupied an office of such high
denominational trust. Whereas we rebuke Mr. Coffey’s sin, we commend
his public confession of repentance.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Dr. Melvin Worthington, Executive Secretary

TIDEWATER RECALLS CREDENTIALS

NORFOLK, VA—The Credentials
Committee of the Tidewater Quar-
terly Meeting voted unanimousiy on
December 7, 1979, to recall the
ministerial credentials of Reverend
Rufus Coffey.

While we feel the gravity of his
offense cannot be ignored, we offer
our compassionate concern,
counsel and prayer support to
Reverend Rufus Coffey and his
family.

TIDEWATER CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE

CHURCHES FORM PENNSYLVANIA ASSOCIATION

NEW OXFORD, PA—The Keystone
Association of Free Will Baptists
was organized September 29, 1679,
at New Oxford, Pennsylvania. The
new association consisis of two
churches, Truth Free Will Baptist
Church (New Oxford) and First Free
Wil Baptist Church (York).

Ofticers elected to serve the Key-
stone Association included Moder-
ator Liffus Rifle, Assistant Moderator
Norman Lloyd, Clerk Morris Ecken-
rode and Treasurer Troy Boggs.

Lester Horton, pastor of Fairwood
Free Will Baptist Church, Fairfax
Station, Virginia, chaired the organi-
zational meeting. He was assisted
by Murray Southwell, pastor of Bioss
Memorial Free Will Baptist Church,
Arfington, Virginia.

“The Free Will Baptist work in
Pennsylvania is weak. This repre-
sents a significant move for the de-
nomination,” summarizes Lester
Horton.,

Lester Horton (L) and
organizational committee
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Pastor Dale Pitts baptized 27 as a resutt of
revival sweeping First FWB Church, Cuba,
MO. Lawrence Thompson was the evangelist.

Here's another revival story out of Missou-
rl. This one originates at First FWB Church,
Fredericktown. With attendance up 27 per-
cent due to an enlargement campaign and a
Sunday school high of 183 reached, Dr.
James Davis came to the church for revival
services. Pastor John Turner says 10 conver-
sions occurred during the meeting.

But the centerpiece of the entire week
might have been that moment when Pastor
Turner ied a 89-year-¢ld man to the Lord. The
old gentieran gave this testimony, “I've read
the Bible all my life, but did not know how to
be saved.”" CONTACT salutes Pastor Turner
for taking the gospel to one so near the sun-
set of lie.

The 12th annual Sunday Schooi Conven-
tion of the South Carolina Conference met
Qctober 6 at Calvary FWB Church, George-
town, SC. Fred Hall, host pastor, was elected
president of the Sunday School Convention.
This year's program theme inciuded the im-
portance of the church, students, teacher,
and superintendent in the Sunday school.

New attendance records were set at
Gordon Avenus FWB Church, Monroe, LA,
on QOctober 7. Their Harvest Day celebration
brought 42 to Sunday school and 54 for morn-
ing worship services. Members observed the
Lord's Supper and feet washing during the
evening worship. Gary Page pastors.

Gateway FWB Church moved into new
facilities November 4-10 during revival ser-
vices. Evangelist Gordon Sebastian
preached the move-in meeting. Pastor Dale
Burden writes, “What a relief it is to getinto
the building out of the gymnasium where we
have been holding services for the past six
and one-half months.” Burden says the Gate-
way Church has the best location, the largest
amount of land and one of the largest sanctu-
aries in the entire metropolitan Norfolk area.

They may be all gone by now, but Pastor
Charlie Coleman circulated word in Ohio that
the congregation of Unlon FWB Church,
Plain City, nad used FWB nymnals free to
anyone who came by and picked themup. We
don't know how many hymnals there are or
how used they are. This is a generous gesture
on behalf of the members of Union Church.

Sunday schoot attendance increased by 45
one month at Gahanna FWB Church,
Gahanna, OH, according to Pastor David
McKnight.

c u rre nt |v [ W S R T e

Cne sure way to get a job done is do it
yourself. That’s what Bud and Judy Smart did
at Greenview FWB Church, Dayton, OH.
They handed Pastor Norman Livingston a
check to pay for installing central air condi-
tioning in the church.

Hilisboro FWB Church, Hillsboro, OH,
recently acquired a four acre tract of land, 14
new members, and a new Kimbali pianc. Roy
McVey pastors,

The Master's Men chapter at First FWB
Church, Blakely, GA sponsored an area wide
fellowship for Master's Men groups in
September. Nineteen men representing three
local chapters were present along with their
pastors. Deacon Tremane Lovering, member
of First FWB Church, Marianna, FL, spoke to
the assembled men on faithiulness, dedica-
tion and action in Christian sesvice. W. C.
Combs represented the National Master's
Men Board. Roger Russell pastors the host
church.

The Board of Directors at Pleasant View
Christian School voted 1o purchase 12 acres
jocated on Highway 49, south of Pleasant
View, TN. Other plans are underway to build
this spring due to growth of the schooi.

Pastor Keith Woody sends word that
Lubbock FWB Church, Lubbock, TX, has
been undergoing revival in recen{ months
with 18 members added to the church.
Curing this time Sunday school attendance
climbed to 84 and worship service attend-
anceto 118,

CONTACT welcomes THE GUIDING STAR,
publication of First FWB Church, Star City,
AR. Bob Francis pastors.

Fourteen charter members were on hand
to help inaugurate a new FWB work in Harrl-
son, AR, August 12, 1978, The Old Mount
2ion Assoclation Home Missions Board met
with the congregation to help organize the
church. David Todd was called as pastor.

Thirly-one young people and their sponsors
participated In a walk-a-thon for the Camp
Beaverfork swimming pool near Conway, AR,
Pastor Mike Mutchler pastor of Mt, Calvary
FWB Church said marchers raised $1000 for
the project.

Attendance leaped 51 percent in one year
at First FWB Church, Greenwood, AR, ac-
cording 1o pastor Larry Cook. A year ago the
group averaged 65. They have now reached
the 100 mark.

Van Buren Christian Academy opened
September 5, 1978, according 1o founder
George Lynn who also pastors Viste FWB
Church In Van Buren, AR. Principal Larry
Williams indicates 33 students enrolled for
the first term. Van Buren Christian Academy
uses the Accelerated Christian Education
Program cusriculum.

Murder in the morning is distastefuienough
in the morning newspaper. Pastor Ben Scott
of First FWB Church, North Littie Rock, AR,
says it's even more difficull to take when it
happens next door to your church. in late
October a 36-year-old woman was shot and
killed by her estranged husband who then
reportediy tock his own iife. The lady's ad-
dress was 2000 Parkway Drive, N. Little
Rock. The address of First FWB Church is
2001. Brother Scott said, "Makes a fella
wonder if he's doing ail he should.”

Homecoming was a special occasion this
year at Amherst FWB Church, Amherst, OH.
In addition to normai festivities church
reporter Doy Harper writes, ''We aiso had cur
mortgage burning on the same day. it has
taken the church six years to pay a debt of
$70,000."

A group of Chio ministers met last August
and by consensus decided they should have
a regular ministerial meeting, A month later in
September, the Central Ohio FWB Ministers
Fellowship was organized. James Hayes
pastor of First FWE8 Church, Columbus, was
selected president of the fellowship.

Rodney and Vicki Whaley presented an
evening of sacred music to members of
Victory FWB Church, E. Wenatchee, WA, in
Qctober. The musical evening included 13
musical selections ranging from vocai duet to
trumpet solos. The Whaleys moved to Wash-
ington this fail and assumed minister of music
and youth responsibilities at the church.
Lewis Perry pastors.

Dr. LaVerne Mitey and Foreign Missions
Director of Deputation, Henry Van Kluyve,
participated in World OQutreach weekend
services October 14 at First FWB Church,
Lebanon, TN. Pastor Ralph Bell and people
responded with {aith promises of $102 per
month for foreign missions and designated
missionaries Tommy Hughes and Paul
Robinson as recipients of the faith promise
gifts.

Members conducted a ground breaking
ceremony at Baldwin Park FWB Church,
Baldwin Park, CA, last August. The ceremony
signified beginning construction for a mutt-
purpose buiiding which will house a kitchen,
two classrooms, a nursery and feliowship
hatl. Robert Riddie pastors.

By now every home in Salina, KS, should
have received a literature packet including
two tracts, a ietter of greeting and a two-color
brochure describing the various ministries of
First FWB Church. Pastor Galen Dunbar
says the saturation program was a project of
the local Master's Men chapter.

Oniy failing health forced Emmett McDutfie
to retire from active ministry after 43 years.
Brother McDuifie was pastoring Christian
Hill FWB Church, Rochelte, GA, when lime
and the miies finally caught up with him. The
7i-year-oid minister had pastored 16
churches in Georgia during his ministry. A



The Problem
With Praying

By Larry D. Hampton

Christian, many are near death

gasping for air. Frankly, | find
it hard to discipline myseif to pray.
Yet, the Bible is clear. Christians
are commanded fo 'pray without
ceasing'’,

Prayer is not a meaningless duty
assigned to believers as busy
work., Jesus promised ““What
things soever ye desire, when ye
pray, believe that ye receive them,
and ye shali have them,"

In other words, ""You can pray,
believe, and receive or pray, doubt
and do without,”

The Master aiso said "‘Ask, and
it shali be given you; seek, and ye
shall find; knock, and it shail be
opened unto you. For every one
that asketh receiveth; and he that
seeketh findeth; and to him that
knocketh it shall be opened.”

James echoed the words of our
Lord, "The effectual fervent prayer
of a rightecus man availeth much.”
He also stressed the place of faith
in prayer, "ask in faith nothing
wavering"'.

As hard as | find it to pray, { find
it even more difficuit to believe my
requests will yield the desired re-
suits. Like the “‘pray-ers’” Bruce
Larson described, | view my faith
as similar to that one has in a siot
machine, ‘it won't cost too much,
and | might hit the jackpot.”” “*Lord,
| believe; help thou mine unbelief.”

To reaiize that the ‘‘Father
knoweth what things ye have need
of, before ye ask him'’ only adds to
my consternation. Peter cautions
that husbands should dwell with

I f prayer is the breath of the

their wives according to knowledge
t¢ avoid hindered prayers. in the
immortai words of Charlie Brown,
"l wish men cried.”

One’s view of God affects his
communication with the Heavenly
Father. Although | am fully aware a
person is saved by grace, | find
myself living as though saivation
were based on works. For in-
stance, fail fo pray one day and
God will zap you!

Having missed a day in 1959, |
know God does not put cut a con-
tract on you when you fail to pray.
He is not vindictive. Me knows
us—the struggles, the triumphs,
the faifures. He also knows the
motivation for our prayers. He
loves us ‘'warts and alt”,

God sees us as we are, More
important He sees us as we can
become.

When we do sin, God stands
ready to forgive us. Dennis the
Menace prayed, “God, | goofed
again.' So must . (So often, in
fact, that | sometimes wish | could
pray anonymeusiy!)

it God is not vindictive, what is
He like? Our Heavenly Father, like
our earthly fathers, is concerned
for our wetl-being.

NEED HELP
TO GET
STARTED?

Father, if your son asked you for
a fish, would you hand him a scor-
pion? Neither would God. If your
son reguested bread, would you
offer him a stone? God wouldn't
either,

His love prompted the death of
Jesus Christ at Calvary. “He that
spared not his own Son, but de-
livered him up for us all, how shall
he not with him also freely give us
alt things?'' (Romans 8:32),

Do you want to enter inte your
pastor's struggles? Would you
enjoy helping in the instruction of
students at Free Will Baptist Bible
College? Would you like to work
with missionaries in the Ivory
Coast? You can through prayer.

“Now | beseech you, brethren
for the Lord Jesus Christ's sake,
and for the fove of the Spirit, that
ye strive together with me (Take an
active part in my ministry) in your
prayers to God for me.”

It is difficult to pray—harder still
to pray in '‘faith believing''.

Prayer is not optional. It is a sin

not to pray. "God forbid that |
should sin against the Lord in
ceasing to pray. . .." 4

ABOUT THE WRITER: Larry D. Hampton fs
Editorial Division Manager at the Sunday
School and Church Training Department.
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VINS CREDITS SOVIET BAPTISTS
WITH 2,000 ILLEGAL CHURCHES

LOS ANGELES (EF}—The Rev, Georgt Vins, a
Baptist minister released from Soviet impris-
onment last spring in a dramatic U.S.-
1U.8.5.R. prisoner exchange, told a Baptist
meeting here that unregistered Baptist
groups in the Soviet Union have published
500,000 pieces of religious literature in the
last 10 years.

Mr. Vins said unregistered, thereby illegal,
Baptist churches number about 2,000. Their
prinling presses have turned out Christian
material in Russian, Ukranian and many other
fanguages spoken in the Soviet Union, he
said.

“The best years of my life were spent in
prison because | couid speak freely to pecple
there about Christ and His Gospel," Mr. Ving
told 1,600 American Baptists at a Pacific
Southwest regional conference al Forest
Lawn Memcrial-Park, Hollywood Hills,

WORLD VISION PLEDGES $5 MILLION
FOR RELIEF TO CAMBODIA

MONROVIA, CA (EP)—An international ap-
peal for $5 million doflars for relief and reha-
Bilitation in Cambodia has been announced
by Dr, W. Stanley Mooneyham, president of
World Vision International. It is the largest
amount ever devoied to a single cause in the
Christian agency's 30-year history.

Returning to Singapore after four days in
the Cambodian capital of Phnom Penh,
Mooneyham reporied that the whole struc-
ture of Cambodian society has been destroy-
ed and their needs are total. Uniless massive
aid is given immediately, {he country has little
chance for survival. Relief officials estimate
that if nothing is done to siop the famine,
there will be no one lett in the entire country
within two years.

A small permanent relief team is setting up
an office in Phnom Penh to monitor distribu-
tion of World Vision’s aid, The agency has al-
ready fiown 15 tons of relief supplies into
Phnom Penh. ‘But it is a drop in the bucket,™
Mooneyham said. “‘The country needs 700
tons of rice every day for minimum survival,
and they are gelling only a fraction of that.”
World Vision has made an immediate aid
commitment of $1 miillion. The interdenomi-
national agency's goal is 10 raise another $4
million cver the next two years 1o help the
Khmer peopie rebuild their shattered nation.

BAPTIST LEADER’'S MATE RECOMMENDS
WIFELY ROLE OF SUBMISSION

MEMPHIS, TN {EP}--Mrs. Adran Rogers,
wife of the president of the Scuihern Baptist
Convention, recommended the wifely role of
submission 1o spouses of trustees and advi-
sory members of the Southern Baptist
Brotherhood Commissicn.

Addressing the women at a luncheon, Mrs.,
Rogers said the secular and religious world
misinierprets the role of biblical submission
when they labet & as inferior. “‘Jesus Christ
sould be the role model for submissiveness,”
Mrs. Rogers said. “He was submissive, but
was nobody's doormat.”’

| have found the more | {earn about being
submissive, the more my husband under-
stands my needs,”’ recalied Mrs. Rogers.
“When i was younger and wanted {0 be my-
self and find my identity, he seemed to sit on
me more. | am a different person today and
could never ge back to who | was before my
husbang and children. Without them | would
never have known the fulfiliment { know now.
As Christian women, we wan} fulfillment in
life, and I'm busy finding it every day.”

USE OF EXPLICIT SEX FILMS
OKAYED BY METHODIST BOARD

NASHVILLE, TN (EPF)—Members of the
United Methodist Board of Discipieship have
approved the continued use of sexually ex-
plicit films in the fraining of adult jeaders in
human sexuality. While endorsing the use of
the controversial films, the beard asked that
persons wishing to participate in Aduit Sex-
uality Forums be subjected to a screening
process, and that ieaders of such workshops
have professional certification as sex edu-
cators.

The endorsement was based on the report
of a 15-member task force organized by the
board last March after a Nashville newspaper
publicized a planned young adult event that
was to have used the films. The event was
canceled after a controversy arose over use
of the materials.

Recommendations of the task force, which
was headed by obstetrician John E. Mathers
of Duluth, Minnesota, were approved by 10 of
its 12 members. A. B. Stephens, a psychia-
trist from Columbizana, Alabama, submitted a
minority report in which he affirmed Christian
education on human sexuality but rejected
the use of sexually explicit films by the
church.

Dr. Mathers asserted that sexuaily explicit
films are necessary because of their impact,
“in these circumstances you see couples
share with the audience their sexual prefer-
ence and activities,”” he said. "It can't be
done without pictures.”’

STATE THREATENS TO SHUT DOWN
R.l. BAPTIST CHURCH SCHOOLS

PROVIDENCE, Rl {EP)—Two Baptist church
schools in Rhode Island may shortly be
closed by the state Department of Education
unless they provide data concerning state-
required curricula and building safety, says
Peter Doherty, a department lawyer. The two
institutions, part of a national network of
Accelerated Christian  Education {ACE)
schoois, are the Blackstone Valley Baptist
Academy in Woonsocket and one operated at
the First Baptist Church of Warwick,

Two of the four teachers at the Blackstone
valley Academy do not have coliege degrees
as is required by the education gepartment,
and the academy has not been inspected by
the siate fire marshall, Weonsocket building
inspector and state health inspector.

The Rev. Robert L. Lewis, pastor, said that
the academy, which opened at the Black-
stone Valley Baptist Church this year with 14
students, is an integral part of the church’s
ministry. He claimed that any inspection of
the building should be as a church, not as a
schootf. The Rev. Sam Stricklin, pastor of the
Warwick church, confirmed that the educa-
tion department has 1old him his school has
not been approved, but he declined further
comment.

Both pasters have told education officials
that adhering to state certification require-
ments interferes with freedom of religion and
violates scriptural principies  separating
religion from state control.

TOP CHURCH OFFICIAL
MARKS RETIREMENT OF JANITOR
WHO ALWAYS HAD LAST WORD

NERSTRAND, MN (EP)—"Janitor” is still a
good word in this smali, heavily Norwegian
community. Albert Rudningen did the job so
well for 50 years at Grace Lutheran Church
that the whole community and the top official
of his genomination turned out when he was
honored on his retirement.

Mr. Rudningen held the part-time job since
1929 when, at the age of 15, he was hired for
the tidy sum of $35 a month. When he was
confirmed at the church, he was already
serving as its janitor. And when he first laid
eyes on his future wite, Mildred, he was peer-
ing from behind his janitor's lawnmower while
culting the grass at the church.

Some say that Mr. Rudningen has heen
janitor so long that he had gained an influ-
ence over church affairs that was out of pro-
portion with the humble nature of his job. In
addition to his regular duties as janitor, Mr.
Rudningen also had been in charge of church
ushers, assisted with distributing Communion
and had run the church's public address sys-
tem.

Dr. David W. Preus, president of the Ameri-
can Lutheran Church, led church members
and other residenis of the town at the retire-
ment program at which Mr. Rudningen was
given a plaque of appreciation. &



The Secretary Speaks

THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF

Free Will Baptists

The Right To Exist

By Melvin Worthington
Executive Secretary

In recent days serious questions
have been raised regarding the va-
lidity of the Executive Office and in
particular the office of Executive
Secretary.

The guestions are honest. They
deserve an answer. If the Executive
Office does not serve a specific pur-
pose, then it is unnecessary and
should be abolished.

The various departments of the
National Association — Sunday
School and Church Training, Free
Wiil Baptist Bible Coliege, Home
Missions, Foreign Missions, Mas-
ters Men, Retirement and Insurance
~—all exist forclearly stated reasons.
Their weli-defined ministries com-
plement each other in carrying out
the total program of the National As-
soclation,

FACING REALITY

Likewise, the Executive Office is
mandated by the National Associa-
tion and charged to operate in spe-
cific areas, Many are unaware of
this due to the very nature of the of-
fice. Since much of the Executive
Office work is done behind the
scenes, the results are often taken
for granted.

The Executive QOffice role is not al-
ways highly visible, but its ministry
is vital to the smooth operation of
the National Association.

The human body has many parts

that are not outwardly visible, and
yet they are essential to the body's
proper function. This is true in the
Body of Christ as weli {(See | Corin-
thians 12),

The Executive Office is not the
largest nor the most important, but it
makes a distinct contribution to the
overall work of the National Assoc-
iation of Free Will Baptists and
would be sorely missed if it did not
exist,

The decade of the 1980's begins
with a new Executive Secretary. It is
imperative to clarify the role of the
Executive Office as it relates to the
total program and ministry of Free
Will Baptists.

Is the Executive Office really nec-
essary? Does it perform a distinct
role? We are convinced that the ans-
wer 1o these questions is a resound-
ing yes. The Executive Office is no
more essential than the other de-
partments, but it is just as essential.

EMERGING FACTS

Careful reading of the National
Association Constitution (See Trea-
tise pages 69-86) underlines the piv-
otal role which the Executive Office
fills in tocal, national and interna-
tional outreaches among Free Will
Baptists.

Three facts emerge in clear fash-
fon. Fact One: DESIGNATION OF
THE OFFICE: By decree of the Free
Wilt Baptist constitutency, the offi-
cers of the National Association are
a moderator, an assistant modera-
tor, a clerk, an assistant clerk, and
an Executive Secretary (page 71).

Fact Two: DESIGN OF THE QOF-
FICE: The Executive Secretary's
duties include administration, gen-
eral promotion, public relations,
publications, stewardship and ar-
ranging the annual convention
(pages 76-77). He chairs the man-
agement committee of the National
Office facilities (page 77), is treas-
urer of the National Association
(page 71) and assists in carrying out
the work of the Executive Commiit-
tee {page 79).

The Executive Secretary is char-
ged to deal with important questions
that properly come before the Na-
tional Association regardirg discip-
line, doctrine and practice as weil as
appeats made to it from any of the
bodies which belong to the National
Association {(page 83).

Fact Three: DISTINCTIVENESS
OF THE OFFICE: The Constitution of
the National Association (pages 69-
86) suggests that the Executive Of-
fice as well as the Executive Secre-
tary performs a distinct and distin-
guished role in the worldwide minis-
try of the National Association of
Free Will Baptists. &

THE SECRETARY’'S SCHEDULE
{January, 1980)

Jan.7-8 Little Rock, AR-—Inspec-
tion of possible site for
1984 Nationa! Convention
Jan. 15 Nashvilie, TN—Area Min-

isterial Fellowship at Free
Wili Baptist Bible Coliege

Jan.22-26 Anaheim, CA — RCMA
Meetling and Sleering
Committee  Meeting  re-
garding the 1980 National
Convention
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