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By Chuck Snow

et the picture. It's Monday
morning. Biue Monday morn-
ing.
Your baby is all right now. They
always are after a night of ili-
punctuated colic outbursts. And

the four services you sat through
yesterday, inciuding the marathon
roast-burner, were not much maore
fatiguing than other normal week-
end setrvices,

Agreed, you do concur with the
sagacious Reveren’ Octogenarian
that a novice minister should

Getting Along
' with a
Grouch

preach about two things—about
Ged, and about 20 minuies—bui
nonetheiess, the weekend is now
claimed by history.

Of course the aspirin that hubby
is to bring home after work would
have been received as a godsend
at three-thirty this morning. But,



you came through it just fine, like
any mother of four would have . . .
and isn’t that the doorbell?

Of course moms aren't the only
ones who have been shot at and
hit and therefore primed for a
{un)timely encounter with E}
Groucho. Could just as well be
dads or children, or most anyone
for that mater.

We've aif had the “privilege”
{*'considering ourselves, lest we
also be tempted’’) of being provi-
dentially thrust into the charging,
mad-dog bee-line of Herr Ich Ben
Grossinfirm.

THE ABOMINABLE SHOWMAN

And let's be realistic. There js
such a thing as a real, genuine,
bonafide, in-the-wool-dyed and not-
ta-be-denied GROUCH. With a
capital G-R-R-R! Moveover, he
would not have it any other way.
Never! He would not allow himself
to be reclassified from his status
guo for anything,

You know the type. Ask him how
he’s faring, and notwithstanding
the day to day variation, the tenor
of his reply remains *‘1 felt pretty
good, but | got over it."” An even-
tempered man-—mad all the time—
he's adverse, converse, obverse
and reverse, a full 1440 minutes of
the day.

You might as weil be prepared
to drop back 10 yards and punt
when you can't elude him, for our
f(r¥iend doesn’t betieve that a iittle
oil of courtesy will save a lot of
friction.

“No man liveth unto himseff" is
not siotted into his lifestyle; neither
has it yet been establishedas a
part of his credo. Were you not
better acquainted with ole 11l Wi,
you would ever aver that his
sheepskin cites him as having a
D.L.T., from Bugg U., in Ob-
stinence.

If you're fer it, he’'s again’ it.
He's never fine. At the best, fair
and partty cloudy. You see the
glass as being half-full; to him it's
half-empty. You say it's a 64th
note; he's here to tell you that it's
a hemidemisemiquaver. He will
leave a guest aghast, and can bore
a bier.

He hasn't read Reuben K.
Youngdahl's here-appropriate and

pithy one-liner, '‘the smallest pack-
age in the world is a man alf
wrapped up in himseif.”’ Retired
Texas minister E. C. McKenzie aiso
plumblines it for him, noting “'The
trouble with being a grouch is that
you have to make a new set of
friends every few months."

Too, when at rare-form optimum
and whife in a state of perfect
labial luli—totally sin palabras—
our griper is yet so equipped to
dispatch a silent communique the
nature of which wouid make Jerry
Clower cry.

Imagine, Americana also bears
the brunt of his pitiable state: he
doesn’t like basebali, hot dogs,
apple pie or chivalry. In character
he outright presents himself as:
ruesome
epugnant
ut of sorts
nbearable
urmudgeonly
aranguing
k-k-k-k-y

WERE IT NOT FOR HIS GRACE. ..

The question is posed: are al
grouches old people, busy people
or sick people, etc.? Hardly. Cer-
tainly there are many in these
categories who do not possess the
cheeriest of personalities in the
neighborhood, especiaily the
elderly and sick ones.

Consider, however, what our
countenances might reflect if we
were to be numbered among
these; most especially those who
have certain provocations buffeting
them which we, for the most part,
do not experience.

Nevertheless, we wouild with
David M, Dawson, in his booklet,
Victory For The Shut-in, pray for
and entreat these dear ones to
look unto our loving Lord 'for
grace 1o help in time of need.”
Dawson relates that

Many of these precious ones chafe
under the fashioning hand of God,
Whose real purpose is to mold them
into the image of His Son. Failing o
apprehend this, many '‘set-aside"’
ones slump into a life of defeated
uselessness.
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By J. D. O'Donnell

he Latin words tempus fugit
are on the dials of many
clocks. That ““time flies" is an
awareness that all men soon come
to recognize. Sir Waiter Scott's
words have become proverbial,
“Time and tide wait for noman.”
Even Jesus, the eternal Son of
God, when draped briefly during the
incarnation in the folds of time, was
conscious that time has a way of
getting past us. He said, "I must
work the works of him that sent me,
while it is day: the night cometh
when no man can work'’ {John 9:4).
From what is probably the oldest
book in the Bible comes the com-
plaint of Job, "My days are swifter

than a weaver's shuttle’ (Job 7:6).
The Psaimist cried out, ""Remember
how short my time is™' (89:47).

Consciousness of the elusiveness
of time is probably intensified by
gach person's recognition that he is
a time waster. We are stewards of
our time just as we are stewards of
our material means, our talents, and
ail other things.

A person can be a good steward
of his money, yet a bad steward of
his {ime. Each man needs 1o recog-
nize that God is the giver of the gift
of time, that time can be wasted,

and that good stewardship calis for
the proper use of our time.

Lack of good stewardship puts us
in the category with other time
wasters.

THE GIFT OF TIME

What is this elusive eiement in
our life referred to as time? Ac-
cording to our understanding of the
Biple, time is the measurement of a
period of duration which God has



set up between eternity past and
eternity future. it is the pericd of
existence for the present world sys-
tem, the cosmos. This period of
measured existence will one day
cease (Revelation 10:6).

Each man existing in this meas-
ured duration is given an allotment
of that time as a stewardship from
God. In the beginning of time, man

couid expect many vyears
(Methuselah, 969 years; Noah, 950
years).

Graduaily the length of this

stewardship was shortened to an ex-
pectancy of "'threescore years and
ten” {Psalm 90:10) where it remains
today. Though more people reach
the seventy years now than in the
recent past, this is still man’s basic
life expectancy and measure of
time,

God created time for a purpose
and doles it out to each man as He
sees fit, It is a fundamental gift—all
other gifts are conditioned upon
time. Ability and energy are useless
gifis if we have not time.

The wise man said that "'a wise
man’s heart discerneth both time
and judgment’ {(Ecclesiastes 8:5). In
other words, we should be wise in
the use of our gift of time and lavish
time upon the things that God knows
and that we know are vital things.

Though the ameount of years given
to each man varies, the amount of
time in each day given to each man
contains the same amount of hours,
minutes and seconds. Proper
stewardship of the gift of time will
require that each second be utilized
to its greatest advantage.

Paul warned believers to be “‘re-
deeming the time"' (Ephesians 5:186).
“Redeem’” here means to make
good or to fulfil its intended use. The
wise man of old told us that there is
“a time to every purpose’ (Ec-
clesiastes 3:1, 17; 8:6). To redeem
time is to recognize the purpose for
the gift of each hour and to fulfil! that
purpose.

THE WASTERS OF TIME

The old complaint, "'l don't have
time,"" is often just a confession that
"l waste a lot of my time.” Every
man has the time that he needs for
the things which are given priority in
his life,

Have you ever noticed that a man
who loves to fish finds time to go
fishing? That a man who wants to go
to church finds time to go to church?

What are the chief wasters of
man’s time? The one of which the
Bible has the most {0 say is simply
idleness.

fion without, | shall be slain in the
streets’ (Proverbs 22:13), In the end
he doesn't achieve his purpose or
goais in lite (Proverbs 12:27).
Spending time on incidentials is
another great waster of time. The
story is fold of the dear old lady
going on her first train ride for about

“There is no body of men so guilty of

frittering away their time in trivialities,

in a fussy parade of being busy, as

ministers.”’

The writer of Proverbs said,
“Slothfulness casteth into a deep
sleep; and an idle soul shali suffer
hunger” (12:15). He also wrote that
“he becometh poor that dealeth
with a slack hand'” (10:4} and “he
that sleepeth in harvest is a son that
causeth shame' (10:5).

Cver and over the writer warns
against idleness which then as now
was a great waster of time,

The scriptures regularly identify
laziness, slothfulness and being a
sluggard as sins. Sleep and laziness
are often connected (Proverbs
19:15; 26:14). Excessive sleep is a
lazy way of dealing with strees.

ldleness appears in the home in
tack of housework and house repair:
“By much slothfulness the building
decayeth; and through idleness of
the hands the house droppeth
through' {Ecclesiastes 10:18).

Laziness is even revealed in
one's relations with other people.
Solomon wrote: “'As vinegar to the
teeth, and as smoke to the eyes, so
is the sluggard to them that send
him” (Proverbs 10:26). The lazy
person will not even work to develop
proper relations with other people.

To <cover his laziness, the
sluggard tries several things. He
acts smart. The writer of Proverbs
says that he 'is wiser in his own
conceit than seven man that can
render a reason' (26:16). He makes
excuses which are silly; "There is a

50 miles. She had looked forward
with great pleasure to this outing.
On board she took her time getting
her parcels and baggage in place,
making sure her seat was comfort-
able, asking anxious gquestions of
the conducter, and getting the
shades and shutters right.

By the time all these things were
taken care of, her station was an-
nounced. She said, "if | had only
known that we would be there so
soon, | wouldn’t have wasted my
time being so fussy.”

White the wheel of time ilies, so
much of our time is spent in trifles,
rather than in the main business of
life.

A biblical illustration of wasting
time in incidentals is given in the
story told by a prophet to King Ahab.
His story is of a man entrusted with
a prisoner during a baitle. When the
prisoner escaped, the excuse was,
"'As thy servant was busy here and
there, he was gone.”" In other words,
the main task was forgotten while
time was wasted in incidentals,

Loss of time to incidentais most
often takes the form of being busy or
"busyness.” Everycne you meet is
busy: lives are spent in a rash of
activity. James Black wrecie that a
man's laziness ‘“‘often consisis not
in idleness, but in doing busily what
he should be doing at some more

appropriate time.” :
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LOVE LIFE (from page 9)

Romance: The American male is
very strange. He perceives the
feminine need during the dating
game; hence, he provides the girl
of his dreams with candy, cards,
flowers and loving gifts. But, when
the "'l do's" are:spoken, and the
kiss is given, sutldenly he becomes
a frog again.

His remaining days find him sit-
ting on a lily pad groaning about
family finances and suffering a
severe case of romantic amnesia.,

Women never iose their need for
romance, Recently, a doctor pre-
scribed that a husband give his
emotionally distressed wife a
much-needed therapy. He suggest-
ed, “‘Tell her that you love her at
least three times a day.”’

You should never miss express-
ing romantic considerations at
Christmas, Mothers’ Day, Valen-
tine's Day, birthday and anniver-
sary. Never cease io go out on
dates. Never forget that she
always enjoys a dinner by candle-
light, a “Don Juan™ hoiding her
hand across the tabie and telling
her how beautiful she is, and how
much she is needed.

Do you want to be treated like a
king? Then treat the lady in your
kitchen like a queen. She is, you
know!

.Courtesy: It is easy {0 identify
a typical married man in public. He
is the one who walks through the
door in fron{ of the woman or who
just sits in the car while the wife
makes the necessary purchases.

What iady is there who does not
wish for a man who never ceases
to treat her speciai? Common
courtesies such as opening doors,
carrying the children, assisting with
her coat or good tabie manners
are very reasonable requests for
the woman of the house.

Touch Her:

God did not create woman from
man's head,

That he shouid lord over her;

Nor from his feet,

That she should be his slave;

But rather from his side,

That she wouid he near his heart.

Intimate relationships fail to
satisfy the basic need for close-
ness in a woman. She needs to be
touched in simple and loving ways.

For example, holding her hand or
placing your arm gently around her
waist as you walk.

Obviously, we must be discreet,
but by all means, find an appro-
priate time during the day for a
loving and tender kiss and a mean-
ingful ‘I love you."

Praise Her: Public criticism is
never acceptable behavior, Con-
flicts must be handled personaliy
and privately. Take notice when
the floors are waxed and your
shirts are ironed.

“Most men
don’t care for
ladies who
Kill their own
snakes....”

Praise her for the gourmet
dinners, and genuinety compliment
ner when she has dressed io
please you. Notice that she exists,
and prove, by your attention, that
she has highest importance in your
life.

FOR WOMEN ONLY

Reverence: Ephesians 5:33
states: ''Let the wife see that she
reverence (admire) her husband.”

Quite opposite the feminine
need, men place little real value on
romantic things. The Valentine
card given to the husband by the
wife means far more to her than to
him.

Men can live without dating,
courtesy and conversation, but
they do not perform well without
being noticed, especially by their
wives. Your husband needs your
honest respect.

This need begins when he is just
a child. That is why a little boy
playing on a gym set and being
watched by a pretty girl will do

anything short of death to impress
her. The masculine need for notice
and respect never diminishes,

Wise is the wife who will place
it in her heart to meet this major
need. Compliment him. Compli-
ment his appearance and dress,
Mention his intellectual prowess,
his dependabitity on the job, his
spiritual insight or his humor or
courage,

By ali means, notice his mascu-
line strength. Allow him to be a
man. Make him your protector.
Most men don't care for ladies
who Kill their own snakes. Men pre-
fer to be the heroes.

Let him kil the ferociocus mouse
scampering across the floor. Let
him search the house at night
looking for the burglar you are sure
you heard. You are to compliment
his masculine role, not compete
with it.

Accept Him: The perfect way to
make your husband hate your
pastor is being certain that you
carefully point our how your pasior
exceeds him in dress, mannerisms,
intellect and money-making ability.
Just keep throwing other men up to
him, and someday he will allow
you total liberty.

it is sufficiently difficult to face
the pressures of business and job
without being forced to compete
with every man on the block for
your wife's respect.

Nagging: "'"Thou shalt not nag"”
probably should have been the
twelfth commandment. Men have
an amazing ability to turn off their
wives. When that nagging tone of
voice develops, they become
mentaily oblivious to what is being
said.

There are better ways of getting
his attention. Try building him up.
He will hear every word you say.

Special Attention: A man’'s
haven is his home. At least if his
wife is understanding about his
needs. Pity the man who returns
home from a tiring day's work o
face fighting, filth and intimidation.

Money: Express your apprecia-
tion for his money-making ability.
The average wife seldom, if ever,
says ‘'Thank you for family
finances." Quite the contrary, it is
often a complaint because “'there
is just never enough to go



around.”

You need to reduce your wants
to meet the family budget. Learn to
stretch doliars no matter what is
required to do so. |1 is wise to
make all money common property
with a designated amount for each
marriage partner to spend.

Make a family budget so that
poth parties can understand clearly
the whereabouts of ail spending.
By all means, do not overextend
yourself with unnecessary credi.

Put Your Man First: Convey that
he is number one! There is never a
justifiable reason for flirting or the
slightest notice of another man.
Your husband should carry priority
in the home above housework,
mending, washing or even caring
for the cnildren. No organization,
club or benevolent work is worth
sacrificing his needs at home.

When he is sick, treat him like a
baby. (When men get sick, they are
babies.) When he is tired, offer an
understanding word. Accept his
gifts whether they are the right
color or even fit, and love him as a
giver,

Concerning gifts from your hus-
band, be careful not to offend his
taste even if it is horrible. Always
look for his basic intent and ex-
press sincere thanks for his
gestures of love.

The intent of the suggestions is
to remind you of the little everyday
things, the simple building blocks
that are so essential in con-
structing a life-long relationship.

Medicine does its best work
when taken regularly and for an
extended period, Likewise, these
guidelines wiil freshen and
revitalize a love life if they are
followed reguiarly and over an
extended period of time,

The home is the foundation of
most people’s success. It is worthy
of top-priority in the midst of all
other time pressures. Our ability to
show {ove at home still remains the
acid test of our faith.

Few people are ever impressed
with men preaching and teaching
the value of iove with wives who
are emotional wrecks for a lack of
it.

A profound guestion regarding
the vaiue of the soul provides

£ 540447

worthy thought when applied to the
home. For what shall it profit a
man if he win the whole world and
lose his own family? 4

ABOUT THE WRITER: Joe Grizzle pastors
First Free Will Baptist Church, Norman,
Oklahoma.
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SUNDAY SCHOOQL {from page 13)

which the '"Laws of Sunday School
Growth' would be applied. He sug-
gested a motto for the 25year
program that stated, 52 to 1 by
52."

This sounds like a mathematical
equation, but it meant simply that
Southern Baptist churches ranked
52nd in 1927 and that by the end of
1952, which would climax the 25-
year thrust, they would rank first in
Sunday school enroliment among
the denominations.

fronically Arthur Flake died in
1952 at age 90, bui he lived to see
his dencmination move up to the
second place numerically among
denominations. Since 1952
Southern Baptists have reached the
first place goal Arthur Flake coveted
for them.

Another man who shouid receive
prominent mention as a champion
of the Sunday school is Dy, Clarence
Benson. Few people have done
more to build up the Sunday school
than Dr. Benson. His life was
devoted to Christian education.

After several years as a Christian
teacher and preacher in Japan, he
became director of the Christian
Education Course ai Moody Bible
Institute and continued in that
positicn for 18 years. Dr. Benson
served as editor of the “'Sunday
School Promoter.”

He heiped organize the
Evangelical Teacher Training Asso-

ciation and wrote many of the
original  textbooks. He helped
organize ihe National Sunday

Schoo! Association and served as
its president. He was one of the
founding fathers of Scripiure Press
Publications.

Dr. Benson had a prolific pen. He
wrote numbers of scholarly books.
The second half of the 20th century
is reaping whai Benson sowed
during the first half.

We are now drawing near the
climax of the secend hundred years
of the Sunday school movement.
The past 25 years witnessed a
revival of interest and thrust in the
Sunday scheol. It is true that some
large denominations have probiems
with liberalism and continue to
decline in Sunday school enrollment

and attendance. Those denomina-
tions and independeni churches
that champicn the Bible ¢ontinue to
grow,

ANALYZING THE PRESENT

In his book Is The Day of the De-
nomination Dead, Dr. ElImer Towns
states that most churches go
through a cycle. He lists the four
stages as follows:

1. The first stage is the sectarian church,
These churches are simitar to modern-
day fundamentalist churches, Towns
contends that the seeds of growth are
found at this stage of the cycle.

2. The second stage is the instituticnal
church. Towns says that this stage still
has capacity for growth but generally
has lost the zeal for it.

3. The third stage in Town's scale of the
downward slide is denominationalism,
Denominations show growth because
of organizational efficiency but toward
the end of the cycle the growth indi-
cator points downward.

4. The fourth stage is deterioration. It is
at this stage that liberalism and worid-
tiness take over and the church has
lost its thrust and begins to decline.

History seems to verify Towns’
cycle. We have ¢bserved the begin-
ning of the Sunday school move-
meni, its decline, and now we note
its resurgence. We shail pay special
attention to what prompted revival
of interest in this 200-year-old move-
ment.

Some of the groundwork for
reknewed growth began in the 40's
and 50’s. The 60’s and 70's have
been years of construction. Growth
is being experienced both inside and
outside denominations.

The pacesetier for denomination-
al churches seems to be the giant
First Baptist Church of Dallas,
Texas, where Dr. W. A. Criswell
pastors. This downtown church has
consistently led the Southern
Baptist denomination in growth. The
world’s largest independent church
is First Baptist Church of Hammond,
Indiana with Dr. Jack Hyles as
pastor.

Another independent is Thomas
Road Baptist Church of Lynchburg,
Virginia, with pastor Jerry Falwell.
Hyles and Falwell pioneered the bus
ministry in Sunday schools.

it seems then that Sunday
schools grow because of certain
reasons. Can they be defined? Can
they be set in order? The answer is
ves,

Basically these reasons are the
old laws of Sunday School Growth
used by Southern Baptists for so
many years. These laws have been
refined and revised, but the basics
remain the same. Here are the Laws
of Sunday School Growth,

1. Enrollment increases in proportion 1o
workers ai the ratioof 10to 1.

2. Units normally reach maximum growth
within a few months,

3. New units grow faster, win more
people and provide more workers.

4. Grading by ages provides the logical
basis for adding new units,

5. Promotion on the age basis foliows the
naturat laws of growth and develop-
ment.

6. Enroilment and attendance increase in
porportion 10 visitation.

7. The building sets the pattern for
Sunday school growth.

LESSONS FROM HiSTORY

One tragedy with man is failure to
learn from history. Edward Gibbon in
his monumental work, The History
of the Decline and Fall of the Roman
Empire, puts moral and religiocus
decay among the chief reasons for
the fali of Rome.

Guglielmo Ferrari, in  Ancient
Rome and Modern America, depicts
a startling simiiarity of the elementa!
forces at work in both cultures and
predicts the end of our civilization if
some major moral and spiritual re-
volution does not change the course
of modern evenis.

What will the Sunday schoo! doin
the next five, 10 or 25 years? Some
major (liberal) denominations are
discussing whether or not to discon-
tinue Sunday school. individual
churches have decided to drop their
Sunday schoot program and fry
some other weekday activity.

History reveals that those denom-
inations or churches that abandon
the Sunday school and its purpose
will show a definite decrease. Sun-
day schools that neglect the iwo-
fold purpose of the Sunday school—
to win the lost and teach the saved
—will decline.

Will we learn from our history? &
ABCQUT THE WRITER: Dr. Roger C. Reeds is

director of the Sunday Schoo! and Church
Training Department.
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Light on Lije’s
Questions . ..

By Wade Jernigan

QUESTION: Did Old Testa- ANSWER: Abraham, Caleb, Gideon and David

ment men of fajith other aildid. And there were others. When Abraham

than Jacob have con- is mentioned in connection with concubines,

cubines? most students name only Hagar {(Genesis
16:4), but the scriptures reveal that he had
concubines other than Hagar (Genesis 25:6).
See also | Chronicles 1:32 concerning
Keturah who at times was called his wife
{Genesis 25:1).

Caleb’s concubines are named in | Chron-
icles 2:46, 48. One is named Ephah and the
other Maachzah. Gideon's concubine account
is recorded: “"And his concubine that was at
Shechem, she aiso bare him a son, whose
name he called Abimelech” (Judges 8:31).

[l Samuei 5:13 details the story of David
and his concubinage practice. ““And David
took him more concubines and wives out of
Jerusalem, after he was come from
Hebron...."

None of the above are pointed out to in any
way condone the practice, but rather to sim-
ply answer the question.

Readers may address their questions to Mr. Jernigan at P.C. Box 1088, Nashville, Ten-
nessee 37202. Please limit each question to one specific topic. There will be no perscnal
correspondence regarding those questions which are nof used in the magazine. The
column will not necessarily be considered the official voice of the denomination relative to
the problems involved.

National Youth Conference

In Spring Quarter issue order from:

A of TEEN ACTION Magazine  Randall House Publications
R | Box 17306
85¢per copy Nashville, TN 37217
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It (when practiced meaningfully)
is always associated with prayer.
Miraculous, prolenged seasons of
prayer and fasting are recorded in
the resumes of Daniel (Daniel 10:2-
3y Moses (Exodus 24:18, 14:28,
Deuteronomy 9:9, 18) Elijah
(! Kings 19:8) and Jesus (Matthew
4:2, Mark 1:12, 13 and Luke 4:1,2),

Oklahoma minister Lonnie
DaVoult concludes, *'Fasting is not
simply doing without food for a
time just to accomplish something
but is rather being so engaged in
prayer until no thought is given to
food.'” DaVoult’s definition may in
fact be closer to the scriptural
practice than what is normally per-
ceived.

There are three distinct reasons
why fasting today shouid be
preached, practiced and proven.

FASTING IS BIBLICAL

A search of the Mosaic law does
not produce a command to fast.
Authorities point to Leviticus 16:29
as possibly the only scripiure in
the Law that may allude to fasting,
and yet they hasten to state that
even here there is ne rule against
eating or drinking—just against
work since it was a “‘Sabbath of
rest’”,

This discipline was at the yearly
atonement when people were
called upon to do what in fact be-
came, after some time, a fast in
common terms,

There is no word in the Pen-
tateuch which means to fast.
Probably this is a silent protest
against the tendency toward ascet-
icism, which was prevalent in the
East. Fasting within the Jewish reli-
gion was on a voluntary basis, not
a legal act. But even so there is
evidence both in the Old and New
Testaments to substantiate an
argument for the practice.

This voluntary discipline was ob-
served during public calamities
(Il Samuel 1:12); perscnal af-
flictions {Psalm 33:13}; private hurt
(1 Samuel 12:16); probable danger
(Esther 4:16) and presbytery ordi-
nations (Acts 13:3, 14:23),

Scriptural-based incidents of
fasting reveal that this disciptinary
observance was accompanied by
prayer {Daniel 9:3), reading of the
scriptures (Jeremiah 36:6);

repentance (I Samuel 7:6,
Nehemiah 9:1,2); humifity
{Deuteronomy 9:18, Nehemiah 9:1)
and at times bereavement

(Il Samuei 12:16, 21-23).

israel fasted when the Philistines
returned the Ark (I Samuel 7:8).
Nehemiah upon learning the state
of affairs back home fasted (Nehe-
miah 1:4). Joel calied for a fast
when he summoned his people to
return (Joel 2:12). Peter may well
have been fasting at Simon the
Tanner's house (Acts 10:10) when
he was called upon to take the
message of salvation to Cornetlious,
who had been fasting (Acts 10:30).

Evidently, it was practiced by
those who performed the act of
ordination (Acts 13:3; 14:22). Paui
gives account of his oft fastings
{l{ Corinthians 6:5; 11:27). He also
makes menticn of the practice
having a place when abstinence
from legitimate marriage relation-
ships was observed (| Corinthians
7:5).

Christ fasted (Matthew 4:2).
When approached by the fasting
disciples of John abecut the non-
observance of His disciples, He
stated that in time His followers
would fast (Mark 2:18-20).

FASTING IS BENEFICIAL

Folks who have made their god
their belly (Philippians 3:19), serve
their belly (Romans 16:18) and
heed not Solomon’s warning to
“put a knife to thy throat, if thou
be a man given to appetite'’ (Pro-
verbs 23:3) think fasting foolish
and can see no spiritual value at
alt in the process. They rather take
up the fool’'s refrain '‘take thine
ease, eat, drink and be merry"’
{Luke 12:19).

Every conscientious disciple of
Christ who is likewise a student of
the Word, has at some juncture,
questioned, '"Should | fast?” “'If so
when?'’ For one can hardly study
scripture without being confronted
with the subject.

If fasting is beneficial, then what
is the benefit or profit? Consider-
ation should be given to Isajah 58,
gspecially verses 3-12. God takes
issue with Israel over pretense and
procedure as they employ the act
in verses 3-5. But in verse six He
lays down the steps to be followed

in His chosen fast,

“Is not this the fast that | have
chosen? 10 loose the bonds of
wickedness, to undo the heavy
burdens and let the oppressed go
free, and that ye break every
yoke?" (Isaiah 58:6).

Following the steps in the
chosen fast assures God's
promises to the observer. Eleven
distinct blessings are divinely
pledged to those who fast. Count
them. Name them one by one.
Verse eight reveals four of them
while verse nine reveals one.

These five have to do with the
resuiting activity of the one fasting.
{1) Personal light shali break forth;
(2) Perscnal health shall spring
forth; (3) Personal rightecusness
shall go forth; (4} Personal reward.
Providential glory. (5) ‘'Then shalt
thou call, and the Lord shall an-
swer...."

Verse 11 shows the resulting
activity on the part of God, “and
the Lord shall . . ."" (6) Guide; (7)
Satisfy; (8) Make; (9) Water; (10)
Cause 1o spring forth,

God's 11th promise “They that
be of thee shall buitd"” (verse 12) is
three-fold: (a) Raise up foundations;
{b) Repair breaches and (¢)
Restore paths. All this is needed in
the church today. Seeing the
resulting activities and the pledged
resulis one should have no diffi-
culty saying, "'l believe in fasting.”

FASTING IS BOUNDLESS

Just after the Mount of Trans-
figuration experience Christ’s dis-
cipies were confronted by a man
who had a son with a dumb spirit
(Mark 9:14-29). They had failed the
test.

Christ questioned why such a
large crowd had gathered. With
that the father of the afflicted boy
responded, ‘'Master, | have
brought unto thee my son, which
hath a dumb spirit . . . and | spoke
to thy disciples that they should
cast him out; and they could not"
{verses 17 and 18b).

Jesus further guestioned the
father about the boy, healed him,
rebuked the disciples for unbelief
and declared “‘this kind can come

-
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FASTING (from page 17)

forth by nothing, but by prayer and
fasting."

Christ's statement “‘this kind”’
brings into focus a limitiess
dimension. Here He would have all
to know that average activity would
not bring about above-average
results. “This kind" was not unitke
many incidents the disciples in
time would encounter, which were
to be taken in siride.

It is apparent that Christ was
now suggesting that prayer and
fasting would be inseparable twins

i 1t

in all probability Christ was
telling His followers that all their
faith must be summoned if the
seeming impossible were to come
to pass. Enough faith o fast would
have to be employed with prayer,

Divine approval on the matter
was illustrated by Christ in Mat-
thew 6:16-18: ""Moreover when ye
fast, be not, as the hypocrites, of a
sad countenance; for they disfigure
their faces, that they may appear
unic men to fast. Verily | say unto
you, They have their reward. But
thou, when thou fasiest, anoint
thine head, and wash thy face;
That thcu appear not unto men to
fast, but unio thy Father which is

Since fasting is the "afflicticn of
the soul’' {Leviticus 16:29, Isaiah
58:3.5), no outward beleagured
iook is acceptable with God. Know
also that God condemns preten-
tious fasting (Isaiah 58:3-5),
censors pharisaic fasting (Matthew
B:16a) and charges performance
fasting {(Matthew 6:18b).

If you wouid fast, follow Christ's
explicit instructions in Matthew
6:17-18,

Fast before the Father in secret
and be rewarded openty (Matthew
6:18). A
ABCUT THE WRITER: Wade Jernigan is

executive secretary of the California State
Assaciation of Free Will Baptists.
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newsfront

The Musical Messengers Quariet

90 BUSINESSES CLOSE, SEND EMPLOYEES TO CHURCH

GLENNVILLE, GA—More than 100
employees from 50 businesses
gathered daily from 8:30-8:00 A.M.
on October 15-18 as Giennvilie mer-
chants closed their doors to hear a
half-hour of revival preaching by
Milton and Melvin Worthington,
according to Pastor Fred Lockwood
of Ebenezer Free Will Baptist
Church,

Morning sessions were broadcast
live over a local radio station. The
community-wide business revival
was sponsored by Ebenezer Church
in conjunction with its special Har-
vest Day services.

in addition to expository

preaching, the meetings featured
singing by the Musical Messengers
Quartet where the Worthingtons
were joined by R. J. Kennedy and

Dave Cochrane. One member com-
“This has been the best
meeting we've ever had here at -

menied,

Ebenezer.””
Revival services concluded on

October 21 with a $3100 harvest of- Exe
ijhave not been rece:ved

fering. The offering reduced church
indebtedness on its  $50,000
fellowship hall and renovation pro-
ject to $8900. The entire $50,000
debt has been retired since 1977,
with the exception of the $8900
balance.

FRY SURVIVES AIRPORT
HEART ATTACK

NASHVILLE, TN~
Dr. Malcolm Fry,
associate direc-
tor of the Sunday
School and
Church Training
Department, suf-
fered a mild heart
attack December
12 while chang-
icago’s O'Hare Air-

ing f
port.

Fry continued to Nashville where
he was admitted to Baptist Hospital
on December 13. He underwent
open heart surgery for two bypasses
on December 20 after an ar-
teriogram revealed obstructions in
two main arteries, one 90 percent
and the other 75 percent.

One week following aortocoron-
ary bypass surgery, Dr, Fry left Bap-
tist Hospital 1o go home for further
convalensence, He expects o re-
turn to work on a fimited basis in
February.

Dr. Fry and his family expressed
deep appreciation for the numerous
calls, visits, cards, flowers, fruit bas-
kets and gifts. They are especially
grateful for intercessory praver con-
cerning Dr. Fry’s surgery.
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Eastside FWB Church — Pastor Ron Edgil

CHURCH ATTRACTS VISITORS EVERY LORD’S DAY

DCOTHAN, AL—Eastside Free Will
Baptist Church, Dothan, was spot-
lighted November 23, 1979, in The
Dothan Eagle (newspaper) for
wooing visitors 100 consecutive
Sundays. Membership climbed
steadily from 112 to 193 during the
same time period.

Pastor Ron Edgil said that on the
100th Sunday the church recorded
one conversion, one baptism and
one new family uniting in member-
ship. Eastside is one of Dothan’s
youngest congregations, officially
organizing in April, 1976 with 56
members. Edgil came as pastor in

December, 1977.

The church reached debt-free
status in March, 1978, and burned
their mortgage. Rev. Edgil expects
to employ an associate pastor later
this spring. Eastside hosted the 400-
delegate Alabama State Association
in November, 1979,

GROUP DEDICATES FOURTH
BUILDING IN 100 YEARS

GUIN, AL-—Members of Piney
Grove Free Will Baptist Church,
Guin, closed their first century as an
organized church of October 7,
1979, by dedicating a new sanctu-
ary. This marks the fourth time since
1880 that Piney Grove Church has
built 1o accommedate their growing
membership, according to Secre-
tary-Treasurer Tommie Roberison.

Robertson credits Pastor M., H.
Hollis for providing congregational
leadership and ample carpentry
skill. Robertson relates, ‘'‘Bonnie
Robinson headed up a day crew,
then returned at night to work with
members who donated their time."”

The structure was filled with ali-
new furniture. A focal bank provided
money at a low six percent interest
rate,

Piney Grove Free Will Baptist
Church is a member of Afabama’s
Vernon Association. Rev. Woodrow
Matihews, pastor of Mount Olive
Free Wili Baptist Church, Guin,
preached the dedicaticn message.

CTS FALL CAMPAIGN PAYS DIVIDENDS

NASHVILLE, TN—The average at-
tendance increase registered by re-
porting “'Invest In CTS" participants

reached 70.28 percent.

DIVISION A (150 and up)
DIVISICN B {100-149)
Guin FWB, Guin, AL—Winner
Richard R. Cordell, Pastor
Charles Eichwurtzle, Director
Woodbine FWB, Nashville, TN
Jim Walker, Pastor
Mike Mayher, Director
DIVISION C (50-99)
First FWB, Darlington, SC—Winner
Robert L. Edwards, Pastor
Henry . Byrd, Director
First FWEB, Northport, AL
Harold Pitts, Pastor
Samuel A, Key, Director
DIVISION D (49 and beiow)

13th Street FWB, Ashland, Ky~ Winner

Jack Skeens, Pastor

S. D. Adams, Director
Patmos FWB, Leary, GA
Curtis Alligood, Pastor
Terry Hart, Director

Winners and runner’s-up in the
various divisions are as follows:

Spring Avg. Camp. Avg. Increase
~—NGC ENTRANTS —

129 174 34.88%
104 124 19.23%
56 69 23.21%
58.92 &3 17.11%

25 110 340.00%

19 46.6 145.26%

->
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newsfront

{continued)

SUNDAY SCHOOL HAILS FALL ENLARGEMENT WINNERS

NASHVILLE, TN—Sunday schoois
in 22 states and the Virgin |slands
utilized the "I Will Build My Church”
enlargement campaign as an instru-
ment to evangelize. The National
Sunday School and Church Training
Department promotes three en-
largements each year.

Reporting Sunday schools regis-
tered an average increase over their
Spring attendance amounting to
28.68 percent.

Division
A 1st Firstl—Florence, AL
2nd West Tulsa—Tuisa, OK
B 1st Farmington—Farmingion, MO
2nd No Report
c Nc Reports
D 1st Northside~—Tulsa, OK
2nd Guin—Guin, AL
E 1st Shafter—Shafter, CA
2nd First-—Sparta, TN
F st First—Columbus, MS
2nd FWB Church—Christiansted,
St. Croix, V.1
G ist First—Qak Ridge, TN
2nd First~~Smithville, MS
H 1st Calvary—Norman, OK
2nd First—Salem, OR

Appropriate recognition is given
through awards for first and second
place winners in seven different
numerical divisions,

Two new campaigns have been
prepared for 1980. The first is
“"Bring Forth Fruit’”, written by
Jonathan Thigpen. The second for
the fall campaign was written by
Ken Riggs, *'Students of the Word.”
fts emphasis is to put the schoo!
back in Sunday school.

Spring Avg. Camp, Avg. tncrease
513 625 21.83%
568 576 1.41%
433 607 40.18%
210 264 25.71%
217 268.2 23.58%
156 208 33.33%
169 86 10.06%
137 195 42.34%
105 139 32.38%

74 138 86.49%
57 106 85.96%
22 53 140.91%
3c 65.2 117.33%

PASTOR RIDES PATROL CARS

CANTON, NC—Police Chief C.E.
Calloway tapped Pastor Larry
Hughes of Canton Free Wili Baptist
Church to serve as one of two de-
partment chaplains. This often in-
cludes accompaying officials carry-
ing death messages or being
present at a bad accident scene,
Rev. Mughes had suggested to
the Chief that area pastors begin
going on patrol with the town’s law
enforcement officers to gain better
insight into police work. Hughes was
selected as the first pasior to ride
shotgun in November, 1979. The

program stretched through January
25 and involved 16 churches,

Hughes had been active with the
Haywood County Rescue Squad for
four years prior to the patrol car ex-
perience. While serving as chaplain
for the rescue squad, he became
intimately acquainted with tragedy
and trauma.

Mr. Hughes feels his patrol car
and rescue squad activities have
made him a better pastor, better
able to respond to the needs of his
peopie.




 OURWOMENSPEAK

Part Vil
By Robert Picirilli

Nearly every time | mention var-
ious fruits of the Spirit to a congre-
gation, several people wili indicate
their sense of need for pailience,
Impatience must be a fairly common
failing.

But what is patience? The trouble
is, there are two altogether different

words in the Greek that are trans-

fated “‘patience" (and by other

- words} in our New Testament.

So let’s distinquish between type
1 patience and type 2 patience. In

. this articie we will look only af type

1, which is more neariy like our
English word ‘‘patience’” in

meaning. The Greek word fiterally

areas,: He loved the Lord, had dedi-
“cated himself to Serving Him faith-
ully “and “foliowing “His guidance.
“However, the applause of man was
‘ot the result he sought.

1 Polly’s husband could serve on
& committee that produced a suc:

o quality in

i means keeping wrath a long way off.
.. Longsuffering is a fairly good trans-

lation of it {and it is translated that
way several times in the King James
version),

In other words, this kind of
patience means one is even temper-
ed, not easily angered, not short
fused or irritable. Logically, then,
this quality may be needed in
respect {0 one's circumstances or

“ii o to the people one comes in contact

with. But especially do we need
patience/longsuffering in response
to people and their dealings with us.

We have God himself as our

- example in this quality, as seen in
* Romans 2:4; 9:22; |

Peter 3:20;
Il Peter 3:9,15. Were He not “long-

© suffering’ with us, we had all perish-

ed long ago. Jesus showed this
Paul, according to
I Timothy 1:16. Abraham had it (see

" Hebrews 6:15, “‘patiently endured"),

as did the godly prophets (James
5:10, “patience"). Paul cites his

. own “longsuffering’’ as an example

to Timothy (Il Timothy 3:10).
And we have exhortation as well

|- as example. Galatians 5:22 lists this

in-. as part of the fruit of the Spirit; | Cor-

inthians 13:4 as one of the charac-

e teristics of love. In Ephesians 4:2;

Colossians 1:11; 3:12: | Thessalon-

" ians 5:14; and James 5:7, 8 we are

\BOUT THE WRITER: Hennie. Helpmeel is a.
. Chiistian woman-whofrom. her own. experi-:

iences’ has.inade’some: observations that..
LI mightbeofbenefitio oth S

specifically commanded to practice
this patience/longsuffering toward
one*another in the Christian feliow-
ship, toward all men in general, and
even toward the Second Coming.

THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT

patience
(Longsuffering)

How is it, then, when you are
pleading with pecple or trying to in-
struct them? When people are
dense or difficult? How do you re-
spond when others sin? How do you
relate to people who are different?
Indifferent? Inconsiderate? Snob-
bish? Even harder, how would you
react if persecuted or detiberately
afflicted by others as enemies of
your faith?

We are truly Christian when we
exercise patience in all such cir-
cumstances. a
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Currently . .

Pastor Roy Heims gave the 28 families in
his church a Christmas giff that lasis all year.
He presented each family with a one-year gift
subscription to CONTACT magazing. The
folks at Gorman FWB Church, McEwen, TN
andthe CONTACT staff salute pastor Helms,

CONTACT weicomes The Vision, publica-
tion of Bethel FWB Church, South Roxana,
IL. Bifl Fulcher pastors.

Grandma Hypes was 85 years old before
she attended her first quarterly meeting, il
seems that Sister Hypes was saved at the
age of 12. 73 vears later, October, 197¢, she
attended the Greenbrier-Nicholas Confer-
ence at White Water FWB Church, Sum-
mersvilie, WV.

Fire destroyed Big Jenny FWB Church,
Davey, WV, cn Ocicber 29, 1579. Pastor
Vergil Akers said, "Twenty-seven years of
labor went up in smoke on that Monday
night.”” The Church did not have any insut-
ance, however, members are already making

plans to rebuild a place of worship.

Members of First FWB Church, Seima,
CA, are receiving a publication called The
Seima Baptist Messenger according topastor
Dennis Pettyjohn. Two of the eight pages
carry only news about First Church. The
other six pages relate articles of interest to

_the Christian community. Pettyjohn says the

free family magazine also goes to 3900C
families in the city of Selma.

The Personal Evangelism class at Hillsdale
FwB College trooped 10 nearby Spencer, OK,
where they knocked on almost 800 doors in
behalf of Spencer Road FWB Church. Pastor
Waldo Young says several folks have come
to the church as a result of the door-knocking
biiz,

Ground-breaking ceremocnies were ob-
served December 18 for Brookside Chapel
FWB Church, Oklahoma City, OK. Pastor
Homer Young and members weicomed
guests 10 the new location on Interstate 35.
Oklahoma Execuiive Secretary Lonnie
DaVoult spoke during ground-breaking cere-
monies.

When their 28 love loaves were broken at
Hannon FWB Church, Liberal, MO, members
discovered they had given a total of 3415 to
world missions, Bob Dickey pastors.

Overland FWB Church, Overiand, MO, has
come a long way since Oclober 8, 1855, That
was the day the church was organized and its
pastor Harry Asher was ordained. This pasl
October, Overland Church celebrated its 24¢h
anniversary and aiso presented pastor Asher
with a commemgrative pfague celebrating his
ministry with the church. Brother Asher says
the church is stilt growing with 31 additions in
1979.

Officals expect 100 pastors to attend the
state-wide laymen-ministers retreat February
5-7 at Big Prairfe, OH. Speakers this year are
Miiton and Melvin Worthington. Milton
pastors Central FWB Church, Royal Oak, M.
Melvin is Executive Secretary of the National
Association.

Pastor Phil Wiley still breaks out in a big
smile when someane mentions the concern
expressed in practical terms by the women of
Reynoldsburg FWB Church, Reynoldsburg,
OH. The ladies surprised the pastor during a
morning worship service by presenting him a
check 1o cover the balance owed on the
church lang.

They had a i{wo-week revival at Forest
Valley FWB Church, Springfletd, OH. Pastor
Robert Mead contirms 28 people were saved
during the revival effort. At the conclusion of
the 14-day meeting, a communion and feet

washing service was ohserved. Two Kentuck-
ians, James Ketlly Caudilt and Dick Van
Hoose, served as evangelists.

There was a fire in Mansfield FWB
Church, Mansfield, OH, but this time it was
set deliberately. Pastor Fred Dutton and
members burned the mortgage this Thanks-
giving. it was a time of joy and praise.

Churches do need property for construct-
ing buildings, for parking piaces and other
such projects. That's why members of First
FWB Church, Poteau, OK, invested $19,000
and now own three-fourths of the biock on
which the church is built as weil as the full
block across the street. Richard Gallant
pastors.

The Michigan Minister's Retreat is slated
for Pine Hills Camp near Brighton, Mi,
February 5-8. Speakers include Cockeville,
TN, pastor Raymond Riggs, and Sunday
School and Church Training Director, Roger
Reeds.

Pastor Van Dale Hudson thinks he and
members of Trinity FWB Church, Greenville,
NC, may have a record. The church gave
over $27,000 in a single offering on Octcber
28 in the annual homecoming service.
Hudson relates, “Certainty this is a record
offering for Trinity Church and perhaps a
record among Free Will Baptists.”

Here's one church that will remember
1879 as a real harvest season. Pastor Paul
Webb of Corcoran FWB Church, Corcoran,
CA, baptized 28 and received 25 members
the last nine months of the year.

The Woman's Auxiliary of Newark FWB
Church, MNewark, CA, sponsored a fund-
raising dinner for missionary Jerry Webb.
They intended to raise $1000, but they
overshot their goal and ended with a total of
almost $1300. Rex Shipman pastors.

Pastor Joe Hailey, Jr.,, and members of
Friendship FWB Church, Roxboro, NC, sent
some “Praige the Lord™ ilems for CONTACT
family members to consider. in three and a
half years the Lorgd blessed and allowed
members to purchase three acres just north
of the city. The group entered a building pro-
gram 18 months ago and only sold $55,000
worth of church bonds.

They subcontracted the new building
themseives and did most of the work. Hailey
reports they now have a two-story Duilding
complete with basement and sanctuary. Then
they added something extra—a nice room for
the visiting evangelist. The church averages
BO in preaching services. The present prop-
erty and building are valued in excess of
$140,000. A
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HIGH ~
NOTE

By Vernon Whaley

““Prepare To Meet
Thy God”’

ree Will Baptists are people of

song. Our history records nu-

merous accounts of gedly
men who, in spite of desperate
times, developed standards for hym-
nody. In 1831, John Buzzeli, a griz-
zled character of unwavering faith,
compiled the first Free Wifl Baptist
Hymn Book. By 1964 more than 35
hymnals were credited to Free Will
Baptists.

In 1964 a Presbyterian's contribu-
tion to Free Will Baptist hymneody
made its way from Mississippi's flat-
tands into denominational choirlofts.
Five men—Donald Clark, Billy
Melvin, Robeit Picirilli, Henry Melvin
and 1. L. Stanjey—had been
commissioned by the Executive
Committee of the National Associa-
tion of Free Will Baptists to compile
a hymnal thoroughly denominational
in emphasis and character.

. L. Stanley, long-time song
leader for Free Wiil Baptist conven-

tions, made a special contribution
by suggesting his father's song be
included in the new book. Conse-
quently, the hymnal committee of
Free Will Baptist Hymn Book (1964)
incorporated J. H. Stanley’s
“Prepare to Meet Thy God" in their
work.

James Henry Stanley (1863-1954)
was known throughout Mississippi
as the '‘Father of good gospel sing-
ing.”" He served as writer of gospel
songs, teacher of singing and band
director during the Spanish Ameri-
can War (1898).

Stanley was associated with
William MacClain, J. H, Hahn and
John Phillip Sousa, composer of
“The Stars and The Stripes
Forever” and inventor of the
sousaphone, He directed bands,
taught music schoois in Mississippi,
Oktahoma and Alabama, and pub-
lished 'Rudiments of Music,’" a fun-
damentals booklet stilt printed by a

Mississippi music company.

in July 1909, 40-year-old James
Henry Stanley was organist and
music director for a 10-day county-
wide revival effort. During one of the
merning services the evangelist,
Reverend J. F. Haley, took his text
from Amos 4:12 “‘and because | will
do this unto thee, prepare to meet
thy God, O lIsrael” Stanley sear-
ched in vain for an invitational hymn
to accompany the text. The sermon
was concluded without visible re-
sults.

The outcome of that service
weighed heavily on Stanley’s heart.
This was Lowndes County, Missis-
sippi, his home, and Staniey knew
many attending the meeting needed
to settle issues with God.

After the noon meal, Stanley took
his Bible, tablet and pencil and
walked to a nearby forest. Suddenly,
words portraying sentiments of
Amos 4:12 began to come to his
mind. They came faster than he
could put them on paper.

One by one they were made inio
lyric suitable for tune ... “'Careless
soul, why will you linger? ... Pre-
pare to meet thy God!"" Even while
Stanley was scribbling text, a
meiody began to rise within his
bosom. By evening, text and tune
had been formulated and tran-
scribed as they appear today in Free
Will Baptist Hymn Book (1964).

The choir sang in the night ser-
vice, and as they sang Stanley's
new hymn, Evangelist Haley de-
cided to preach again from Amos
4:12. But, the Holy Spirit had already
begun to work. Haley never even
preached in that service, for his con-
gregation was woced to the altar by
the message of the song. The ser-
vice lasted past midnight and people
from every walk of life were saved.

Stanley's song quickly became
popular. It was published in 1909 by
Stanley-Gardner Company, Stillo,
Mississippi and printed by Morris
Henson Company, Atlanta. The
hymn has never been issued copy-
right, and the Stanley family has al-
ways permitted publishers to print it
free of charge. 4

ABOUT THE WRITER: Vernon Whaley is
music coordinator at Free Will Baptist Bible
College, Nashville, Tennessee.
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RELIGIOUS NEWS

s

MEXICO CANCELS ARRANGEMENT
WITH WYCLIFFE TRANSLATORS

MEXICO CITY (EP)—The Mexican govern-
ment has annuiled a long-standing agreement
which permitted an American Bible translat-
ors group to work among its Indian popula-
tion.

The Summer Institute of Linguistics (SIL),
an affiliate of the California-basad Wyclifie
Bible Transiators, has been accused of
spreading specifically American and Chris-
tian values among the indigenous peoples
and carrying out missions for the Central
Intelligence Agency.

The Mexican government issued a com-
munigue saying the move did not preciude
further finguistic work in Mexico, but that the
state could not “'grant exceptional treatment
to an organization engaged in spreading reli-
gion.”” SiL workers have been described by
some &s ‘‘the Spanish Catholic missionaries
of our time,"" according te Salomon Nahmad,
director of the government Indigenous Edu-
cation agency which has jurisdiction over
groups like SIL.

“My institute has nc relation with the ClA,
if any member cooperated with the ClA he
would be dismissed,” said SIL founder Dr.
Wiltiam Cameron Townsend in an interview
with the Washington Post and in a letter {0
Mexican President Jose Lopez Portillo. The
government has not vet indicated whether
the translators, spread out over about 100
Indian communities, will have 1o leave alto-
gether or apply for a different status given to
missionaries and anthropclogists.

SCHOOL PRAYER BILL
PASSED [N MICHIGAN

LANSING, M| {EP)—Michigan’s lower house
has passed a controversial “prayer bill”" that
mandates prayer time in public schools. Two
ministers, who are now legislators, voiced
strong opposition to the bill, which passed,
61-28.

The bill requires schools to set aside time
for prayer or meditation during non-teaching
hours. Supporters argue it will give studenis
an alternative to iflicit drug use, vandalism
and other anti-social activity.

Cpponents said it violated privacy rights
and they questioned it’s constitutionality
under UJ.S. Supreme Court decisions dating
to the early 1960s.

Rep. John Johndahl, an ordained minister
of the United Church of Christ, said the issue
was not the value of prayer and argued there
was no relation between prayer and the lack
of violence. He said imposing one's religious
vews on another was offensive and cited
prayer as the basis of the Ayatollah
Khomeini's revoiutionary government in lran.

Rep. David Evans, an Episcopal priest, sald
passage of the bill was "asking for a real
invasion of privacy” and argued that some
people probably den't want their children ex-
posed to prayers offered by other students or
teachers.

Supporters contended the bill dcesn’t man-
date prayer but only aliows chifdren tochoose
between praying and meditating during the
assigned time.

SUPREME COURT RETURNS ACTS ON CHURCH-STATE CASES

WASHINGTON, D.C. (EP)—The United States
Supreme Court returned io the bench Oc-
tober 1 to dispose cf nearly 1,000 cases, in-
cluding several deaiing with church-state
issues.

The justices unanimously declined to re-
view a ruiing by the California Supreme Court
which refused to dissolve the state's re-
ceivership of Herbert W. Armstrong’s World-
wide Church of God. Last January, the state,
acting after several members of the denomi-
nation protested lavish spending by church
leaders, took over all church records and, in
eiffect, temporarily dissolved the denomina-
tion. The state claims it acted under its incor-
poration laws, which allowed it to consider
the Wortdwide Church as a charitabie or pub-
lic trust subject to state investigation and
receivership. In spite of its action denying a
hearing, the merits of the case were nof in-
volved. Il is widely presumed that the case
will ultimately come back to the justices for
final disposition.

In another church-state action, the justices
iikewise declined to schedule for oral argu-
ment a chalienge to Chio's refusal {o recover
instructional materials and eguipment from
parochial schoois in the state in the after-
math of a Supreme Court decision cutlawing
such aid. In another action dealing with pri-
vate schoois in Chic, the justices unanimous-

ly refused to review a fower court ruling that
the state may not controf student disciplinary
procedures in nonpublic schools. The Four-
teenth Amendment's guarantee of due pro-
cess of law does not confer on parochial
school pupils the right to challenge discip-
linary actions, the court held.

The high court also ruled out a hearing for
a Colorado man who was denied a driver's
license because he refused io be photo-
graphed for religious reasons. David Johnson
and other members of the assembly of
YHWHHOSHUA, a small sect, argued unsuc-
cesstully that permitling themseives io be
photographed amounts to idoiatry. The
Colorado Supreme Court ruled earlier that
the state's interest in making a photograph of
every applicant for a driver's license is so
compeliing that it “overbalances’ the burden
of protecting the free exercise of religion.

In another religious freedom case, the
court let stand a New York court's ruling that
a clergyman may not refuse 1o answer ques-
ticns put to him by a grand jury unless an-
swering the guestions would viclate the
priest-penitent refationship. In yet another ac-
tion, the justices also refused a challenge 1o
the social security system by a minister who
claimed he should be exempted from paying
self-employment taxes for his consclentious,
or religious objection to the system. &

The Secretary Speaks

By Melvin Worthington
Executive Secretary

The National Association of Free
Will Baptists is a cooperative effort
to inform, inspire, integrate and im-
plement the energies and resources
of Free Will Baptists toward one
goal—obedience to God’'s com-
mands. The organization includes
2500 churches in 40 states who
have joined together to extend the
local church witness worldwide.

The various departments carry
out the National Association's ob-
jectives. Every department is a ser-
vice agency to the local church,

The Executive Office has a vital
and valuable role in giving direction
to our denomination by correlating
national ministries and administer-
ing denominational business. As the
administrative, promotional and in-
formational arm of the National As-
sociation, it performs those duties
not specifically assigned to other
departments.

THE OBLIGATION

THE AiM—The Executive Office
serves both the National Association
and its various departments, state
associations, local churches and in-
dividual members.

THE AREAS—The Executive
Office areas of service include:

Oversight of the National Office facili-
ties: cleaning, maintenance of the building
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THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF

Free Wil Baptists

and property, employing a receptionist,
operating the central mailing room and
transacling business and financial
matters related {o the property.

Publishing the Treatise, Church Direc-

tory and the Frae Will Baptist Hymn Book.

Keeping the denomination informed on
current trends affecting God's work.

Publishing Contact.

Maintaining a continuing emphasis in
stewardship education.

Planning and expediting the denomina-
tion's annuaf convention.

Promoting the Cooperative Plan of sup-
port and disbursing funds.

Planning and directing the annual state
leaders’ promotionai meeting.

THE ACCOUNTABILITY—The Ex-
ecutive Office is accountable to the
Executive Committee which is ac-
countabie to the General Board
which in turn is accountable to the
National Association. With responsi-
bility comes accountability.

THE OBSERVATIONS

The Executive Secretary admin-
isters the business of the executive
office as he carries out responsibili-
ties deiegated to him by the National
Association and the Executive Com-
mittee. He implements the direc-
tives, plans, programs and objec-
tives of the National Association.

The Executive Secretary seeks to
show through general promotion the
correlation and interrelation of ali
national ministries. He is expected
to promote impartially the total pro-
gram of work as devised by all the

departments.

The Executive Secretary serves
as consultant on general denomina-
tionai affairs and as official repre-
sentative when occasion demands.
Through persona! communication
he keeps close contact with pastors,
state organizations and their affili-
ates. He represents Free Will Bap-
tists as consuitant in organizational
and lega! matters,

He handies government affairs,
particularly those relating to the In-
ternal Revenue Service and Selec-
tive Service. As denominational
spokesman, he represents Free Will
Baptists to other religious bodies as
the need arises.

The Executive Secretary is re-
sponsible for providing a program of
stewardship education that will pro-
duce increased support for denoni-
national ministries through the Co-
operative Plan and other methods of
proportionate  sharing. He aiso
serves as National Association
treasurer and business manager
which includes receiving and dis-
bursing cooperative funds.

The Executive Secretary is re-
sponsible for publication of the
association’s  official magazine,
CONTACT. He directs the
production of general promotional
materials, pamphlets; audio visuals
and books as approved by the Exec-
utive Committee.

His office plans the annual

National Convention. He is respon-
sible for planning the program, en-
rolling all ministers and delegates,
printing and distributing the minutes
and investigating future sites for
annual sessions.

The Executive Secretary spends
much of his time traveiing through-
out the denomination as a denomi-
nationat ambassador seeking to pro-
mote a spirit of understanding, unity
and unseifishness among the Free
Wiil Baptist constituency. Love for
Christ, loyalty to Christ and the lord-
ship of Christ are the basics for a
strong and vibrant denominational
constituency.

THE OUTLOOK

As we embark on the 1980°s, em-
phasis must be given to (1) compre-
hensive stewardship (2) conscien-
tious supplication (3) consistent
sanctification (4) consecrated ser-
vice (5) constant steadfastness and
(6) compassionate soulwinning. 4

THE SECRETARY'S SCHEDULE;

(February 1980)
4- 5 Columbus, Ohio—Visit Convention
Site
5- 7 Big Prairle, Qhio—Ohic Minister's
and Laymen’s Retreat
11-13  Muscle Sheals, Alabama-—Minisiers
and Workers Conference
14-15  Conway, South Carolina—South
Carolina State Association
24-29  Fort Smith, Arkansas—Special Ser-

vices, Cavanaugh Free Will Baptist
Church
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