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No Place
to Hlde
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‘““Some folks have no
place to hide, but
they are hiding

17
anyway.
Friendly, courteous, fie was a

J member of that vanishing

species of men who drove delivery
trucks for local grocery stores,
bringing your phoned-in grocery
order right to your door.

Johnny worked for the home-
town market, not far from our

By J. W. Jepson

ohnny was his real name,
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church. Johnny and | frequently
talked about spiritual matters. But
when if came to the question of his
relationship with God, he had cne
pat answer. | can visualize him
now, such an earnest expression
on his face.

“Pastor,”’ he would begin, 'l
really want to be a Christian. {'ve
begged God for salvation, but He
won't give it to me."”

For a while ! was '‘stumped.”’
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But one evening as my wife and |
sat in Johnny's living room, |
noticed a picture on his coffee
table. From inside the chrome
frame an attractive lady smiled up
at me.

Thinking that perhaps she was a
retative, | casually asked Johnny
who she was, To my surprise, she
turned out to be a married woman
with whom Johnny was carrying on
a secret romance!



No wonder he could not get any-
where in his “‘quest” for peace
with God.

I had found the sore spot.
Picking up the picture in one hand
and holding my Bible in the other, |
passed the Bible between the
photo and Johnny.

“That's why you haven’t found
peace with God." My eves looked
straight into his as | said it. “God’s
Word stands between you and your
secret sin, and until you submit to
God’s Word, you'll never be
saved."

In a flash the mild, oh-so-sincere
Johhny was gone. In his place sat
the real Johnny—cornered, fighting
like an enraged lion.

His hiding place had been ex-

posed.
The words of the prophet are
true: .. . We have made lies our

refuge, and under falsehood have
we hid ourseives” (Isaiah 28:15).
A deceived heart hath turned him
aside, that he cannot deliver his
soul, nor say, Is there not a lie in
my right hand?'* (Isaiah 44:20).

Hide-and-seek seems to be some
people's favorite game to piay with
God. And they have found more
hiding piaces than Robin Hood
found in Sherwood Forest.

Some hide behind religion,
Christian up-bringing, good works.
Some take refuge behind personal
moral weakness. Others ‘'duck”
behind some hypocrites they found
in the church.

Cthers choose the phiiosophical
hide-cut. “‘Absolutes don't exist,”
they assert. “All truth is relative,
50 one religion is as gocd as
another.”

Poor hiding places, indeed. But
because they provide an excuse
for continuing in discbedience,
people refuse to abandon them.

Every one of them leaves the
soul in bondage to sin.

Some folks have no place to
hide. But they are hiding, anyway.

inda is not her real name, but
that is what we shall call her.
Her husband came to my office
with a broken heart. He had dis-
covered that Linda was being un-
faithful to him. When he faced her
with it, she would not deny it. In
fact, she became quite arrogant.

Tim {and that is not his real
name, either) was desperate. Not
angry. Desperate, And in his des-
peration he was turning to God.

My wife and | made an appoint-
ment to come to Tim and Linda’s
house to counse! with them to-
gether. But when we arrived, only
Tim was in the living room. Linda
was hiding in the bedroom. She
wasn’t about o taik to any
preacher!

Tim went back to talk to her,
only to discover that she had re-
moved the door-knob.

Hiding from God is sheer
misery!

ow, here is a very simple quiz,
but an important one. Test
yourself on it.

First, as honestly and objectively
as possible, ask yourself: “Am | a
Christian?"’ (by “*Christian’’ is
meant one who has accepted
Jesus Christ as Savior and is fol-
lowing Him as Lord).

Try asking the guestion out loud,
preferably in front of a mirror.

If you are not a Christian, your
first reaction might be a feeling of
defensiveness or aveidance. Or
your first response might be to re-
view your favorite reasons for not
foliowing Christ. But try to defer
these until the next question and
concentrate instead on a simple
"yes' or 'no’ answer 1o this first
one,

If you cannot honestly answer
"yes'' 1o the first question, the
next question, logically, to ask
yourself is: “'Why am | not a Chris-
tian?" (out loud, remember, and in
front of a mirror).

This one should really test your
objectivity. But go ahead. Name
your reason or reasons, whatever
they are. Listen to yourself as you
speak. Bring thern out into the
open.

Now ask yourself: ""Are those
really valid reasons not to be a
Christian?”’ (look that person in the
mirror right in the eye as you say
it).

In other words, can you truthfully
say that you are a better person—
unselfish, considerate, happy—
because you are not living for God?
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NO PLACE (From page 3)

Be completely honest with your-
self—and with God.

what happens when the Holy
Spirit makes the truth clear and
personal? Does your conscience
say "'ouch'? Do you find yourself
evading the issue? Do you grab for
the nearest escape hatch?

l.ong ago the prophet Jeremiah
said, 'Can any hide himseifin
secret places, that i shall not see
him? saith the Lord" (Jeremiah

23.:24).
And Jesus Himself taught us
that . .. There is nothing covered,

that shall not be revealed; and hid,
that shali not be known’' (Matthew
10:26).

Many things in this life have
been hidden from human eyes.
Police files contain many unsolved
crimes. Aduiterers have succeeded
in hiding their unfaithfulness from
their marriage partners.

But the day is coming when it ail
will be brought to light, because
., Ali things are naked and
opened unto the eyes of him with
whom we have to do" (Hebrews
4:13).

R emember the familiar story
about the man who attempted
to hide himself from the law after
committing murder?

He weni {0 a city in another
state, changed his name and his
appearance, With a new job and
new friends, the past was pretty
well covered,

But one day a policeman spotted
him crossing the street in the mid-
dle of the block. Deciding to
remind him of the local ordinance
prohibiting jay-walking, the officer
came up behind him and tapped
him on the shoulder.

When the fugitive turned around
and saw the biue uniform and
badge, he turned white and blurted
out the whole murder story.

He coundn’t hide from his
own memory.

in Revelation 6:15 through 17
the Bible describes the final hiding
place. The unconverted, small and
great, *'. . . hid themselves in the
dens and in the rocks of the moun-
tains; And said to the mountains
and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us

from the face of Him that sitteth an
the throne, and from the wrath of
the Lamb: for the great day of His
wrath is come; and who shall be
abie to stand?"”

Think of it! Peopte who hid from
God all their lives are finally driven
in desperation to call on mountains
and boulders to fall upon them and
hide them.

But even that will not work. The
Bible says, . .. be sure your sin
will find you out” (Numbers 32:23),

Hiding from God. What a strange
malady, this chronic moral neurosis
that afflicts the human race! [t
made its appearance at the very
beginning of human history.

The air was pure. The water was
clean. Lush vegetation flourished in
virgin soil. The unspoiled earth
stoad fresh from the hand of its
Creator.

No war, no hate, no selfishness
scarred the landscape of nature of
the bodies and souls of men.

The whole human population—
ail two of them—-tlived in harmany
with God and with His beautiful
creation.

But one day something hap-
pened to change all that. Adam
and Eve disobeyed their Maker.
The resulis were devastating. And
those results are with us to this
day.

Here is part of the record: "“"And
they heard the voice of the Lord
God walking in the garden in the
cool of the day: and Adam and his
wife hid themseives from the
presence of the Lord God amongst
the trees of the garden. And the
Lord God calied unto Adam, and
said unto him, Where art thou? And
he said, | heard thy voice in the
garden, and | was afraid, because |
was naked; and | hid myself”
(Genesis 3.8 through 10).

ook at the dramatic change in

Adam. Where is the competent
manager of God’'s beautiful pianet
earth? Where is the master en-
vironmentalist who had pronounced
appropriate names upon cattle,
fowl anc beast?

He is hiding!

For the first time, man knew
how it felt to be a cringing fugitive,
afraid to face his Creator,

But notice! God is searching for

them. They certainly are not
looking for God, but He is out
looking for them.

That has been the story ever
since.

Of course, God knew exactiy
where Adam and Eve were hiding.
But He called for them anyway.

Why?

Because God wanted them to
realize where they were., He was
making them face the facts. He
wanted an open, verbal confession
from them.

"Where art thou?’" God is still
putting the question to Adam and
Eve's children.

Listen to Proverbs 28:13—"He
that covereth his sins shall not
prosper; but whoso confesseth and
forsaketh them shall have mercy.”

That’s it! Get it ail out into the
open. Come clean with God.

The prodigal son took one last
iook at the pig pen and said, “'I will
arise and go to my father, and witl
say unto him, Father, | have sin-
ned..." {Luke 15:18}.

No excuses. No alibi. Just an
honest facing up to the truth. And
what happened? Honest confession
brought a full pardon.

The tax-collector prayed, “God
be merciful to me a sinner" (Luke
18:13). He identified himself before
God as exactly what he knew he
was~-a sinner, The resuit? He got
exactly what he asked far—mercy.

And mercy is what God has pre-
pared for each one of us. At
Calvary God initiated the greatest
amnesty praogram ever known.:
“"Whaosoever shall callupon the
name of the Lord shail be saved”
{Romans 10:13). That covers all of
us.

So why hide from God? Jesus
Christ is God’s provided Refuge
from the power and penalty of sin.
He is our Friend, Hide in Him, not
from Him.,

God's peace terms are uncondi-
tional surrender. If you have been
hiding from God, give yourself up,
plead guilty and throw yoursel{
upon God's great mercy offered
freely in Jesus Christ.

Your hiding days will be over. a
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Are Funerals Sacred Cows?
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By Damon Dodd

e live in a world of chang-
ing values, in the midst of
history being made.

We unravel mysteries and bring
into the parlance of the average per-
son terminologies of science and
medicine unknown to men a couple
of generations ago.

We talk sensibly on space flight,
atomic energy, open-heart surgery
and supersonic speed.

Instead of biting into whaole truth,
we nibble at a mere corner of en-

larged truth.

Countless experiments are
analyzing our moods, reactions,
psyches and feelings. Even our

minds, the iast bastions of our pri-
vate selves, are being searched and
sorted in a hodgepodge of scientific

gobbledy-gook. In fact, one wonders
if anything is sacred in our day.

FUNERALS NEVER CHANGE

In the midst of this brainstorming
revoiution "only one institution
seems to remain untouched, deeply
and firmly bred into our conscious-
ness: the funeral system, the way
we in our Western societies dispose
of our dead bodies.”

Our new openness notwithstand-
ing, death is a subject we wouid
rather not discuss, thank you. Such
taik is called morbid or depressing.
It is too personal. Such an atiitude is
in reality a contradicticn,

We know we are not going to live
forever. Therefore, death is
inevitable and we must learn to face
that inevitability. 1 am geing to die.
You are gaing to die. This fact is
verified in the New Testament in He-
brews 9:27.

"That c¢eremony should accom-

pany death is understandable.

ot o e
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Funerals seem to be necessary to
our human condition. Death is a
moment in time that needs recogni-
tion. The loss is irretrievable. We
mustweep .. .."

While grief, helplessness and
even guitt are our normal feelings at
the time of the death of a loved one,
they are also sources of wrong and
foolish reactions and decisions, We
are apt to fall victims to the people
who profit by our grief—the funeral
directors.

It has been said that everyone be-
comes a king at his funeral. We, the
survivors, are the ones who make it
s0.

Our intelleciual and emotional
problems at death are complicated
by the presence of the kindly,
sympathetic, well-dressed, somber
man {many times a personal friend)
from the funeral home who telis us
not to worry, that he will take care of
ali the detaits.

Through our tears he seems to be



an angel of mercy. Sentiment rules
out any guestions or commenis on a
matter that urgently demands our
most personal attention.

CALCULATE THE COST

When consumers stop to think
about it, they realize that the major
portion of the funeral bill is for mer-
chandise—coffins, hardware,
piliows, innerspring mattresses. Soft
goods. Hard goods. And sales re-
sistance at the time of death is
understandably low, especially if
there has been no advance plan-
ning.

A modest funeral today costs
about $2,300, varying according to
the locaiity, being more expensive in
the west and iess costly in the mid-
west.

Generally speaking, the funera! is
priced around the cost of the coffin.
it is in the dispiay room of the
funeral director where the funeral is
purchased.

Caskets range anywhere from
$100 for a plain pine model covered
with  "casket gray” material to
several thousand dollars for a more
efaborate metal, air-proof, water-
tight, self-sealing one equipped with
innerspring  mattress  and  fluffy
pillows.

The price tag on the coffin usuaily
includes the ordinary preparation of
the body for viewing, except the em-
balming and any unusual cosmetic
work.,

$50 to $500, depending on the con-
dition of the body. Extra cosmetic
work can add another $50 to $300
charge. Burial apparei can resuit in
a financial outlay of from $75 to
$300, determined of course, by the
type and quality purchased.

Extra limousines provided by the
funeral diréctor are $25 to $50 each.
There .is- usually a fee of $25 for
transporting the body from the plate
of death to the funeral home. if the
body ‘is kept over for an additional
period of time beyond the ordinary,
a "'‘perdiem’ charge is levied for the
use of the reposing room. .

And that's not all. Burial plots cost
maoney. uniéss your church has a
cemetery. -Accprding to Consumers
Report, 1977, grdve-sites range in
price "from,.$50 - to $750. Most
cemeteries require $25 for a permit

Embz—il-ming charges range from .

to open the grave and an additional
cost for a graveliner or steel or
concrete vault,

Add to this the cost of a head-
stone, $225 to $1,250, and you get
an idea of the incidental expense of
the burial phase of the average
funeraf.

Flowers from relatives and
friends of the deceased have
become a necessary and expected
adjunct of modern-day funerals. Ag-
cording to the publication Funerals
—Consumers Last Rights, retail
florists in the United State grossed
2.25 bitlion dollars in 1977, the bulk
of this coming from the funeral
trade. The average retail establish-
ment sells from $450 to $500 in
floral arrangements for each funera
in its area.

BREAK WITH TRADITION

What can be done about all of
this? Perhaps there are no simple
answers, since we are so steeped in
the traditional funeral and would be
wracked with guilt feelings if we
dared depart from the traditional.

There are, however, some ways
of reducing funeral costs while at
the same time preserving the dignity
of the last rites and doing an
economic and spiritual service to
the family.

Dispense with embaiming.
Contrary to popular belief, no state
requires embaiming fthe dead. And
according to authorities in the field,
there is no health hazard involved in
an unembaimed corpse. Embalming
may be required if the body is to be
transported by public conveyance
over a long distance. This shouid be
checked in each instance.

Graveliners and vaults are not re-
quired by law. Generally this is a
requirement of the local cemetery.

There is no practical reason to
purchase an air-tight, water-proof
casket or one with an elaborate
innerspring mattress or downy pil-
lows. The '‘shell’ in the caske! is
not going to be aware of suchbuili-in
comforts, and according to the
scriptures, that body will return to

the “earth as it was" (Ecclesiastes

12:7).

Buriai ciothing can be selected
from the wardrobe of the deceased
in most instances. There is nothing
wrong or disrespectful in burying

Daddy or Mother in a favorite suit or
dress worn by them while they fived.
In fact, it could be a sweet and senti-
mental act.

Beware of extras. Keep the
funeral simple and meaningful.
Flace the emphasis on the spiritual
and biblical. Make the service and
the accouterments meaningfui and
within the realm of common sense.

Flowers are beautiful, bul after
the funeral service they are soon
gone, It is a distressing sight indeed
to see hundreds of dollars worth of
flowers faded and wilted away, their
value somehow canceled out so
soon after the gift.

Instead of flowers, many sur-
vivors request friends and relatives
to donate the amount which they
would spend on such arrangements
to a worthy object or cause which
was dear to the heart of the depart-
ed loved one.

A scholarship to one of our col-
leges, a gift to your church, a
memorial fund for missions-—these
are ali possibilities. Such a gift will
five on to bless many lives over the
years.

l recall the funeral service of our
heloved senior missionary o Cuba,
Thomas H. Willey. The only floral ar-
rangement was a simple one from
his family, laid on top of the casket.
The family had requested that in-
stead of floral offerings, friends
designate the money for missions to
establish a memorial to this dear
saint. Hundreds of dollars were
given, and they are still perpetuating
the memory of this good man.

Plan vyour last rites. Make ar-
rangements for your cemetery plot.
Go to the funeral home and select
your casket. Write out the details of
your own funeral service in con-
sultation with your family. Select
and pay for your grave marker.

There's nothing morbid or strange
about such planning. You'li do your-
self a favor and above all, you'll re-
lieve the strain and agony that such
decisions wouid place on your
family and friends at a time when
they are suffering grief and heart-
break. a

ABOUT THE WRITER. Damon C. Dodd pas-
fors New Home Free Will Baptisf Church,
Colquift. Georgla. Reverend Dodd is complet-
ing his 47th year as a Free Will Baptis! minis-
ter.
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HOEa K
HANDEE:
HATELURE:

By John H. West

hat is Failure?
Who sets the standards
regarding faiture?

What lessons can be learned
from the heartache, the agony of
having tried and faited?

Failure is a bad word and no
one iikes to think of it, but it seems
that we all have to face failure at
one time or another.

Failure is not always the worst
thing that could happen. It lets us
look at ourselves and determine
our weak spots. What is faiture to
one may be success for another,
so it is difficult at times to really
define what it is.

Everyone has some goals they
try 1o attain. When they fail to
reach them, they naturally assume
they have failed. [t may be an edu-
cational goal. It could be a finan-
cial goat or a spiritual goal. There
is that person we wanted to reach
for Christ and we didn't.

STEP TOWARD SUGCESS

My teacher in the Okiahoma
Schoo! of Business in a Dale
Carnegie class told the students
that if Rev. West preached a ser-
mon directed at reaching souls,
and no one came to the altar, then
| failed. But if my goal was to in-
struct people, and | did, then | was
a success.

| am sure we can use our fail-
ures to step toward success. This
is one way to handle failure.

Failure will make us try harder
the next time.

| have preached sermons that
seemed failures, yet when | gave
the invitation the altars filled,
proving that sometimes we Ssuc-
ceed when we think we fail.

WHEN 1S A PERSON A FAILURE?

What does the Lord require of
us? For the answer to that one,
see Micah 6:8.



A man is a faiiure when he quits
trying. If you think you are beaten,
you are. If you think that you dare
not, you don’t. If you would like to
win, but you think you can't, you
can't. If you think you will iose,
you've lost,

Out in the world we find that
success beging with a fellow's will.
There's much in the state of mind.
Any person is a faiiure when he
stops trusting.

We are not required to be big,
booming successes. We are not

to be applauded by his feliows. He
was rich in doilars, but poor in
things that pertained to God.

He pointed out that it was his
corn, his fruits, his land, his barns.
In this state of prosperity he made
a decision. His seeming success
brought anxiety.

“This will | do: | will ieave God
out of my program.... | have
material goods. | am a tremendous
success, so | will tear the old barns
down and build bigger and better
barns. And then | will say to my

“We are not required to be
big, booming successes
... hor to accomplish as
much as our friends.”

required to accomplish as much as
our friends. We are not required io
have children above the average,
No one is a failure until he quits
trusting.

A person is a failure when he
quits sharing. The rich man asked
the question, “What shall | do to
inherit eternal life?" His attitude
was, what belongs to God is mine
and what is mine is mine. This isg
the attitude of many, but in the end
it is faiiure. The way we handle
that which is intrusted to us is the
answer to success or failure.

When we fail to share, we have
failed,

We have lost cur ambition when
we don't care if ‘we fail, We must
strive for something before we
know whether we have failed or
not.

FAILURE AND THE FARMER

The Bible gives us the story of a
man who thought He was a tre-
mendous success, but was a great
failure. Dives was greedy, selfish,
covetous. He had misunderstood
the mission of his fife,

His ground brought forth a
wonderful crop. He was on his way

soul, take thine ease, eat drink and
be merry.”" He was a tremendous
success in  the eyes of his
neighbors, but in the eyes of God
he was a failure.

In these days we place a great
amcunt of importance in beautiful
church  buildings, comfortable
bews, carpeted floors, air condi-
tioning, and these are wonderful.
But many a poor lost sinner—a
failure in every way--has found
Christ and spiritual success in an
old fashicned brush arbor.

God said to the rich farmer,
“Thou fool, this night thy soul shail
be required of thee: then whose
shail those things be which thou
has provided?"

He died a failure because he
was not rich toward Ged. A man is
a failure who lays up treasures for
himself and is not rich toward God.

We handle failure by making fail-
ure a stepping stone. We handie
failure by admitting when we've
failed. We handie failure by ad-
hering to the old adage, if at first
you don't succeed, try, try again.

But the best way to handle faji-
ure is to place our failures in the
hand of God. it is far better to try

and fail than to not try at all.

We estimate our failures by our
goais, so if we fail we can examine
our procedures and change our
methods.

In the church if the way we are
doing things is not working, we are
failing. Let’s go back to the way
we were doing it when we were
succeeding.

Be like Caleb when he said,
“Give me this mountain''. Set your
aims high, and work faithfully to-
ward the end.

Then if we fail, God has the re-
cord that we tried. &

ABOUT THE WRITER: John H. West is a
Free Will Baptist minister with 47 years
preaching and pastoral experience. The
Free Wili Baplist Pastor-at-Large resides in
Tulsa, Oktahoma, where he publishes the

widely read denonvinationat periodical,
OPTIMISM.
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By Larry Hampton

£ & SMFT—Low self-es-
teem means friction

and trouble.” The
inability 1o accept one's self leads
to poor interpersonal relationships.
A man who dislikes himself finds it
difficult to care for anycne else.

"The truth is that itis a sin for a
Christian to despise himseli,”
wrote Dr. J. Edward Hakes. Man
as God's handiwork is a special
creation.

As the Psalmist pondered the
vast expanse of a starry sky, he
felt insignificant by comparison.
Realizing that God fashioned man
in His own likeness and gave him
the rule of the earth with all its oc-
cupants, David sensed that man
was only ""a little lower than the
angels.”’

“Crowned with glory and
honour' man is a special creation
indeed.

God Himself values man highly.
Jesus emphasized that man is
more important than traditions,
laws, religions or institutions.
Recall that the Sabbath was made
for man and not man for the
Sabbath. The ultimate expression
of man's value is seen at Caivary.

YQU are unique. Of all the
world's inhabitants, there is not
anyone just like you. You are a
priceless original. When God made
you, He threw the mold away.

One aspect.of God's likeness
which man bears is the capacity to
love. This includes self-love. ""Thou
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself,”
commanded Jesus Christ.

“"Acceptance and love of self is
a mark of Christian maturity,”’ de-
clared Dr. Hakes, This means that
an individual should realize and
accept the fact of his short-
comings.

As one writer has said, ‘“‘Every
human being is limited by the basic
fact that he is a creature and not
the Creator.” All of us have plenty



of faults. There is no virture in
pointing up our inadequacies.

The only advantage of focusing
on a shortcoming is if by so doing
we are aided in our attempt to
change. To quote Pamela Reeve,
“Faith is cooperating with God in
changing me, rather than piousty
berating myself.”

Man is sinful by nature. A Holy
God has condemned sin. Thus, as
believers we must disapprove of
sin and refrain from it. When we do
sin, we must seek God's forgive-
ness for our transgressions.
Because sin hurts one we iove
(ourselves), we should guard
against it.

Pameia Reeve describes faith as
“remembering | am God's price-
fess treasure when | feei utterly
worthless."”

Speaking of “'priceless

treasures,” consider the human
body. The chemicai make-up of a
human being used to be valued at
98 cents—a rather humiliating
thought.

With the advent of the atomic
age, inflation took hoid. The atoms
in the body of an average person
constitute a potential energy
source of more than 11 million
Kilowatt hours per pound, making
most of us worth approximateiy
$85.5 billion apiece!

The Gaithers produced a song
for children which has a message
for ali ages . ..

... Since the world began
there’s been something very
special for you in His plan.
That's why He made you
special, you're the only on of
your kind; God gave you a

body and a bright healthy

mind. He had a special pur-

pose that He wanted you to

find, so He made you some-

thing special, you're the only

one of your kind.

YOU'RE SOMETHING SPECIAL

© Copyright 1974 by William J.

Gaither. International Copyright Se-

cured. All Right Reserved. Used by

special permission of the publisher.

Dr. John Stott has stated, “Until
[ have found myself | cannot truly
discover anything else {including
God's special purpose for you), nor
can | grow into maturity, nor am |
able to give myself in the service
of other peopie.”

Do yourself and the world a
favor. Love yourself. God does! &

ABQUT THE WRITER: Larry D. Hampton is
manager of the editorial division of the Sun-
day School and Church Training Depart-
ment, Nashville, Tennessee.
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REV. JOHN S. CRAFT DIES IN CAR CRASH

SMITHFIELD, NC
- —Rev, John
. Stewart Craft, 38,
pastor of Unity
Free Will Baptist
Church, Smith-
field, died Tues-
day, January 8,
. 1980, following a
one-car accident
................ S ncar Micro, North
Caroilina, on Interstate 95,

Brother Craft was fatally injured
when his 1977 Toyota left the road
and hit a bridge support. The acci-
dent occured at 10:10 a.m. He was
taken o Johnston Memorial Hospital
and later moved to Wake Medical
Center in Raleigh, where he died
Tuesday afternoon.

Rev. Craft had pastored Unity
Free Will Baptist Church six years at
the time of his death. He was moder-
ator of North Carolina’s Randall
Association, ftreasurer of the
Randall Youth Camp, and member
of the state Board of Retirement and
Insurance.

Prior to pastoring the Unity
Church, Brother Craft gave five
years missionary service in Brazil.
He also pastored Central Free Will
Baptist Church in Norton, Virginia.
He graduated from Free Wilt Baptist
Bible College in 1964.

Funerai services were conducted
Thursday, January 10, at Parrish
Funeral Home, Selma, North
Carolina, with Reverend Raymond
Gaskins officiating. Six Free Wil

Baptist ministers served as pall-
bearers. interment followed at
Ayden City Cemetery, Ayden.

John Craft is survived by his wife,
Connie; four daughters, Misses
Melisa, Karla, Paula and Andrea, all
at home; parents, Mr. and Mrs,
Johnny Ray Craft of Ayden; brother,
Kenneth Ray Craft of Kinston; sister,
Mrs. Betty Wiggs of Beaufort.

A trust fund has been established
for Mrs. Craft and the four children.
The trustrees invite those interested,
to underwrite the fund by sending

contributions to:
John S. Craft Family Trust Fund
P. 0. Box 1333
Smithfield, NC 27577

1980 NATIONAL CONVENTION
TO SPOTLIGHT FWB MUSICIANS

NASHVILLE, TN—Musicians from
across the Free Will Baptist denomi-
nation are invited to participate in
the music ministry of the National
Association to be held in Anaheim,
California, July 20-24, 1980.

The past three years pastors,
music directors, choir members,
college professors, laymen and
others joined hearts and voices to
supply music for our convention
sessions. This year will be no excep-
tion as the following groups will per-
form: Mass Choir, Men's Chorale,
Instrumental Ensembie.

Music piays a vital role in any true
worship, and the music for national
convention sessions is no ex-
ception. Help make Anaheim the
greatest year musically in the his-
tory of our conventicn.

Those who wish to sing in the
Mass Choir may obtain music from
the Free Will Baptist National Of-
fices,

Men who will participate in the
Men’s Chorale may contact Dr. Ver-
non Whaley, P. O. Box 50117, Nash-
ville, Tennessee 37205,

instrumentalists interested in par-
ticipating in the ensemble should
contact Rodney Whaley, Victory
Free Will Baptist Church, 490 N.
June Street, Wenatchee, Washing-
ton 98801,

CHURCH TO RELOCATE, PLANS CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

McCEWEN, TN—Members of
Gorman Free Will Baptist Church,
McEwen, Tennessee, voted to pur-
chase a seven-acre iract, relocate
the church and launch a Christian
school, according to Pastor Roy E.
Helms.

The newly acquired land is lo-
cated just outside the city limits on
Highway 70. Helms and his
members have targeted the fali of
1980 to enroll students in their pro-
posed school.

Brother Helms came 1o the
Gorman Church in 1975. Five years
later, the congregation has out-
grown their facilities. With 65 new
members added, even a 1979 sanc-

fuary expansion and six freshly buiit
Sunday school rooms proved inade-
quate.

The group has done all they can
to prepare themselves for the move
and required construction. They
bought and paid for a parsonage,
then paid for all repairs and renova-
tion to the existing property includ-
ing a parking lot expansion.

Pastor Helms relates, “in the
summer of 1979, | called for the
men to heip me re-evaluate the
ministry of our church.” That
meeting was the catalyst to aban-
den their cramped quarters for a
new beginning.

CHURCH PUSHES MISSIONS,

GUTHRIE, KY—There were no
missionaries present and no faith
promise cards distributed at Olivet
Free Wil Baptist Church on Sunday,
January 13, but members pledged
$392 per month to support home
and foreign missions, according to
Pastor Ken Haney.

For two Sundays preceding, Rev.
Haney had announced that a
mission offering and pledges would
be received. Checks exceeding
$1700 were given by the 72 mem-

MINUS MISSIONARIES

bers present.

Haney projects, "Even though
we've committed $4704 in pledges
for 1980, I'm looking for at least
$6800 by December.’

In 1979 the Olivet congregation
pledged $3800 to missions, but gave
$5800.

“Our people really believe that
God’s work can be supported God's
way—with tithes and offerings,”
concludes Pastor Haney.

17/CONTACT/Mar. 80



18/CONTACT/Mar, 80

newsfront

{continued)

MID-SOUTH CONFERENCE
FOCUSES ON LOCAL CHURCH

MUSCLE SHOALS, AL—Eight local
church specialists hammered away
in sermons and seminars February
11-13, assuring more than 600
registrants at the fourth annual Mid-
South Pastor’'s and Worker's Con-
ference that local congregations
can dynamically influence their
communities for God.

Participants filied South Highland
Free Will Baptist Church from 8 a.m.
to 10 p.m, Tuesday and Wednesday.
They came eariy to share Early Bird
Forums where questions were
fielded by conference speakers.
They stayed iate each even taking
advantage of the nightly double-
header preaching services.

Charlotte, North Caroiina, church
musician and music composer
Lindsay Terry conducted seminars
on church publicity, successful
music programs and related sub-
jects,

Bus ministry and children's
church enthusiast Brian Peters of
Norfolk, Virginia, conducted a show-
case children's church service on
Tuesday evening.

Pasiors Dale Burden (Virginia),
Connie Cariker (Oklahoma), Richard
Adams {Tennesses) and Van Dale
Hudson (North Carolina) shared
preaching responsibilities. They
were joined in the three-day confer-
ence by National Home Missions
representatives Trymon Messer and
John Gibbs.

Conference Coordinator Richard
Cordeli reported that alf worship ser-
vices and seminars were placed on
cassetie tapes.

Pastor Don Lombard (L) cited Officer of Month

MISSOURI PASTOR HELPS POLICE AVERT TRAGEDY

O'FALLON, MO — Officer of the
Month awards were presented to
deserving persennel of Q'Fallon,
Missouri’'s Police Department by
Police Administrator, Michael
Bragg, December 3, 1979. The
awards ceremony included honors
for outstanding service in law en-
forcement for the months of Oc-
tober and November, 1979,

in October, 1979, Rev, Donald W,
Lombard, Q’Failon Police Chaplain-
In-Charge and pastor of First Free
Wiil Baptist Church, O’Failen, was
cited for his role in helping prevent a
possible murder and suicide. He re-

ceived Officer of the Month award
for October, 1979,
Chapiain-in-Charge Lombard is
credited with talking a man into re-
leasing a hostage and surrendering
himself, Lombard, wearing a builet
proof vest, managed to convince the
seemingly deranged man to disarm
himself and release the hostage.
Rev. Lombard has pastored First
Free Wil Baptist Church for 10
years. He has served as Police
Chaplain #80 with the O’Failon
Police Department since 1974, He is
now Chaplain-in-Charge for the
O'Falion Police Chaplains Section.

FWBBC ANNOUNCES SUMMER SCHOOL SLATE

NASHVILLE, TN--Three Summer
School Sessicns at Free Will Baptist
Bible College will run from May 20-
June 20, 1980, and will be of help to
Free Will Baptist pastors andlaymen
in their service to Christ. The ses-
sions vary in length: two weeks,
three weeks and five weeks.
The cost for each session is:
2 Weeks 3 Weeks b Weeks

Registration  § 5.00 § 5.00% 10.00
Tuition 40,00 40.00 40.00
Meals 52.00 86.00 145.00
Roam 27.00 47.00 80.00
Homitetics fee — — 10.00

The courses actuaily taught wiil
depend on the number of people
who wan{ them, but the foilowing
tentative curriculum is being con-
sidered. If you want to take one or
more of these courses, please in-
form the college as early as
possible. For more information,

write: Free Wiill Baptist Bible Col-
lege, P. O. Box 50117, Nashville,
Tennessee 37205,

TWO-WEEKS: May 20-31
Gospel of John {2)
Understanding and Helping

People (3)
Ephesians and Colossians (3)
General Psychology (3)
Hymnology (2)
Audiovisuals in Education (2}
Teaching Elementary School
Art (2)

THREE-WEEKS: June 2-20
[ntroduction to Sociclogy (3)
Psalms and Proverbs (2)
Romans (3}

Introduction to Church Music (3)

FIVE-WEEKS: May 20-June 20
Bible Doctrines (6)

World Literature (4}
Advanced Greek (B)
Homitetics (4)



CONFERENCE SANDWICHES
150 SERVICES IN 10 DAYS

GUIN, AL—The annual Northwest
Alabama Area-Wide Missionary
Conference jammed 150 services
into 27 cooperating Free Wil! Baptist
churches during a 10-day missions
surge, according to Conference Co-
ordinator Richard Cordell, pastor of
Guin Free Will Baptist Church.

Twenty-six speakers, including
home and foreign missionaries, mis-
sions faculty members from Free
Wiil Baptist Bibie College and other
guest speakers, exchanged pulpits
nightly January 20-30. All partici-
pants spoke from the conference
theme, ""The Field is the World."

Following the saturation services,
pastors met Thursday, January 31,
to evaluate the 198C effort and chart
Alabama missions in the future. Ala-
bama’s marathon conference pro-
vides an intensive missions probe
unavailable in many areas of the
nation.
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Light on Life’s
Questions . ..

QUESTION: Why is the
tribe of Dan not listed in
the final count of the
Twelve in Revelation 7:5-
87

By Wade Jernigan

ANSWER: Some students of the Word have
assumeda that since Dan was the first to go
into idolatry (See Judges 19:22-31), God
brought severe judgment upon them by
removal. But it probably means that the
riddie is answered more in Jacob’s message
(See Genesis 49:16,17) than anywhere else.,

Jacob pictures Dan as a serpent by the
way (throughfare). He is further seen as
cailing himself that he might strike. Upon
biting the heel of the horse he is evidently
done in either by the rider who is thrown {a
natural reaction by the rider) or else the
horse stomps him to death.

Horses generally represent power. This
prophetical horse could have represented
the force of idolatry that Dan succumbed to.
At first he attacked it as a snake would
attack a horse in the way, but in time was
overcome by the rider or the system of
power itself,

Levi then took his place in the listing of the
12 tribes. Some may wonder why Levi, since
originally Levi was not to inherit. Levi's was
a temporary denial of inheritance not an
eternai one. He, Levi, was not to inherit
material substance, but nothing is said
about him not being awarded “'an exceeding
weight in glory".

Readers may address their questions to Mr. Jernigan at P.O. Box 1088, Nashville, Ten-
nessee 37202, Please limit each question to one specitic topic. There will be no personai
correspondence regarding those questions which are nat used in the magazine. The
column will not necessarily be considered the official voice of the denomination refative to

the problems involved.
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OUR
READERS
COMMENT

CANCELS SUBSCRIPTION

! want to sfop my CONTACT, There are a
Jot of new converts that read it, and they don’t
need to read the things you put in it.

Ruby Springs
Portsmouth, Virginia

CITES SENSE OF EAGERNESS

There seems to be something smelly about
these (January news) articles. In spite of the
“royal duty”’ and "divine obligation to the de-
nomination", the light shining on it seems ic
reveal more than the Committee intended. Is
there a sense of eagerness? A taint of self-
justification and envy? Where did all the
scenery come from?

When Joseph saw Mary was with child *'He
thought fo put her away privily.” He didn't
make a big scene of it. And what about Jesus
and the woman taken in adultery? He quietly
forgave her.

For whose giory and justification was all
this scenery about Mr. Coffey? When we
make a big scene of wrong doing, usually we
have something ourselves to try to hide be-
hind ftching ears.

Opie C. Hargrave
Mountain Home, Arkansas

MAGAZINE WEAKENS CHRISTIANS

After the great shock of reading about our
friend and Christian brother, Rufus Coffey,
the Lord impressed me to wrile.

! feef you “leaders' are Ietting each other
down as much as you are letting God down. I
Rev. Coffey was Christian enough to confess,
then why do you have to name the sin and
condemn Rim in a much read paper? It just
makes us as Christians weaker and sinners
stronger in saying “See, we are better!"’

! feel he should have resigned for ''per-
sonal reasons' and been spared ail the
shame and reproach on God's name and his
family. In printing this, it will be more difficult
for a great faifen man to redeem himself, God
is more kind than Christian brothers!

{ wonder if this was done out of jealousy or
a ""get even' attitude.

I feel compassion for Rev. Coffey. He is
hurt. I admire him more for asking forgive-
ness than your paper for hurting the cause of
Christ by spreading it all over the United
States and foreign countries.

Has this helped you? Other Christians?
Sinners? Your paper, I'm sure, will cause
people to throw up hands and quit.

Mrs. Janet Hines
Beckley, West Virginia

IS IT NECESSARY?

After reading the two articles on page 23 of
the January 1980 CONTACT regarding Rufus
Coffey. | wonder it the pubiishers and
Executive Board have ever read John 8:7-11.

Did they stop to think of the number of non-
Christians who will have access to these
articles or how many new or weak Christians’
fives will be damaged by them?

{ have some good advice written in the fly-
leaf of my Bible—/s it kind? Is it true? is it
necessary? If nof, don’t say or repeat i

C. A. Devore
Phoenix, Arizona

SMACKS OF JUDGMENT

i would like to go on record as being op-
posed to the article announcing Rufus Coffey
and his commifting of immoral sin. | would
fike to know to what purpcse it serves our
people and others outside our denomination
to be informed so specifically.

I have tried not to be guilty of soft-pedaling
sin; [ do not believe our dencmination has
fallen that low either. Sin needs to be dealt
with openly, exposed for what it is, and serve
as warning fo us all lest we become “entan-
gled therein.”

And this ali could have been accompiished
without the name-calling that CONTACT felt
impressed to do. Rev. Guy Owens did an out-
standing article by addressing the issues,
without getting info personalities in the Jan-
uary issue of “The Witness.”

i feel certain that the majority of our
pastors and leaders knew of our brother's
sin. Many of them, | befieve, chose not to an-
nouce it to their people. CONTACT deprived
them of that option by publishing it nation-
wide.

The decision to boldly proclaim sin and the
sinner smack of judgment, We peed io
remember there is One keeping a perfect
record book on us all.

Richard L. Tippett, Principal
Raleigh Christian Academy
Raleigh, North Carolina

STATEMENT BRINGS SADNESS

{ thoroughiy enjoy reading CONTACT from
cover to cover and feel it serves a valuable
function to cur denomination.

However, [ felf an incredible sadness upon
reading the Executive Committee Statement
to the denomination in CONTACT, January,
7980. | had no previous knowledge of the
situation and can see no purpose served in
the public humifiation of one man, be he lay-
man or Free Will Baptist leader.

Possibly a confession of repentance was
due to certain individuals aware of the situa-
tion, To make public knowledge to the many
readers of CONTACT the particular sin of one
man seems unnecessary and sad for alf con-
cerned.

Mrs. Jacquey Hanson
Osgood, Indiana

CONVENTION HOTELS

Look for Reservation Form in April CONTACT!




CALLS FOR APOLOGY

! was appalled at the decision of the Exec-
utive Committee of the National Asscciation
of Free Will Baptists to make CON TACT, our
deriominational magazine, no different than
some cheap gossip sheet with its statement
concerning the former Executive Secretary
of our National Association.

it Is not my pasition o condone sin in any
way, but this type gossip is a disgrace. ft
makes me think back o the time of Jasus
when a similar incident took place and a
group of refigious leaders acted in much the
same way, and they were condemned by
Jesus.

There are three reasons why | oppose such
disclosure of sins that have already been
confessed and repented of and washed by
the blood of Christ:

1) There is no scriptural basis for revealing,
to those who have no need of knowing,
forgiven sin that has been dealt with by all
parties involved,

2} Thisactionis a violation of our Church Cov-
enant, “'To be careful of one anothers
happiness and reputation. "

3) I is a contradiction of the gospel message
we preach, that when a man confesses
and repents of sin that it is blotted out by
the blood of Christ io be remembered no
more.

! feel strongly that the Executive Commit-
tee owes an apology to Mr. Coffey, his family,
all other parties involved, and the National
Association of Free Will Baptists.

Richard Galfant, Pasior
First Free Will Baptist Church
Poteau, Oklahoma

PROBLEM IS WEAK PULPITS

 want to commend CONTACT, especially
the November, 1879, editorial 'The Men are
Missing." I'd like fo add my “Amen, Brother."
We need the men.

However, it is my observation that weak in-
secure preachers in the pulpit are the biggest
cause of missing men in the pew, or at best
they produce weak and uninvolved men in the
pew.

God give us strong, agressive men in the
pulpit who will go out in pursuit of men of
Christ. Men to fill the pew: challenged by the
man of God, to be men of God, to shoulder
the work of God.

Trymon Messer, Assistant Director
Home Missions Department

SALUTES PRISON MINISTRY

! do appreciate the boldness and courage
of Jerry Rhoades in ministering to inmates in
an Okfahoma prison. The article was a delfight
to me.

Its getting scarce to get preachers to
preach at jails and prisons nowadays. We
may have to advertise for ministers with the
rate of crime on the increase ke it is.

Ministering to inmates at jails and prisons
can change a miserable time inic one of real
blessing. We Free Will Baptists must begin
taking a more active part in such a ministry.

Arnold Woodiief
Marianna, Fiorida

ANOTHER APOLOGY DEMANDED

Because | am not good at expressing my-
self on paper, | usually do not write to maga-
zines or newspapers. But | feel | must ex-
press an opinfon on the article about Mr.
Rutus Coffey.

While | believe our denomination shouid
have been informed that Mr. Coffey's creden-
lials had been recailed because of a com-
lessed sin, | do not feel it should have been
wrilten in black and white for 200,000 Free
Wilf Baptisis to gossip.

Mr. Coffey's family has been held up to
public ridicule because our denomination’s
magazing chose to print details of his sin. You
have shamed them in public, and ! feel you
owe them a private apology. Private, because
they have enough heartbreak without keeping
this in the public eye.

May God forgive you for your part.

Mrs. Joei Collum
Red Bay, Alabama

TV CALLED ‘MIRACLE’ TOOL,

! felt led to write and commend the article
by Bill Davidson, “'From Overalls to Tuxedos"
{November, 1979). it was a very good esposé
covering the PTL and 700 Club. | agree with
most of the article, It had positive points from
the TV broadcaster's point of view.

His article is the first | remember reading in
our denominafional papers which was not
negative in its approach to using television as
a communications tool for evangelism.

I only wish that he would have covered
some of the other national TV programs
which have also been successful in drawing
large audiences but whose doclirine is closer
to our own.

i would like to say, however, that ail TV
preachers have not moved from overalis to
tuxedos and some put in many more hours (at
less pay) then the typical pastor.

A large segment of the religious TV audi-
ences consists of shut-ins. The local church
is eithar not aware they exist, or they have
forgotten about them, and of course, this is
the only church they have.

{ do not agree with Mr. Davidson's state-
ment that, “Christian broadcasting has
become an alternative to the local church for
large numbers of Christians. "

If the program is doing what it ought to do,
“enicourage people to go {o church,” there is
clear evidence that the electric church (TV)
actually acts as a recruiting service for the
focai church,

Again, let me repeat that, according to a
most recent Galiup poll, the refigious TV pro-
gram Is not “‘an alternative to" but rather a
"recruiting service for'’ the focal church,

i close by saying 98 percent of the Ameri-
can people walich television. It is a miracle
toof for reaching this generation for Christ
and communicating the Gospel to the
masses, as has been demonstrated by other
groups. But we as Free Will Baptists either
simply ignore it or speak out against it.

Evangelist Calvin Evans
Pedro, Ohio

T L ek R A s M ey e e e e e A A A e

MOVING ?

Change of address?
Before you move let
us know. Send us
your present label a-
long with your new
address on the
coupon below.
Receiving more than one CONTACT
Magazine? Help us correct the error by
sending all labels to P.O. Box 1088,
Nashville, Tennessee 37202.

Name

Address

City

State Zip
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OUR WOMEN SPEAK

You're
Rejected!

By Beniréna Johnson

as this ever happened to

you?-

_ "Helio, Mrs. Stone? This
is Mrs. Clark from Rose Depart-
ment Store. | am calling to let you
know we are not abie to approve
your application for credit at this
time.”" _

“Mrs. Clark, just why were you
unable to'accept my application?
We have never had trouble any-
where else.”

“Weil, Mrs. Stone, it seems that
your application doesn’t meet our
credit gualifications. You have only
lived at your residenée a short
time. Plus you've heid your job
barely three months, and besides
that, the Credit Bureau:reports ad-
verse action’ against your credit
record. We have to take all this
into consideratioli whan determin-

ing whether to aocept or reject ’

your appncatlon

When your busine&s transactions
take a turn liké that, it can be up-
setting and discouraging.

Am | glad the Lord doesn’ t com-
pute: the. same way’ the Credit
Bureau does Comparé man's way

of looking at credit and God's way
of looking at us when we petition
Him for salvation.
o MAN'S WAY:

(1} Insufficient time on job
(2) Residency not established
(3) Can’t verify income
{4) No credit file
(5) Not enough credit references
(B) Adverse action at Credit Bureau

| came to Jesus and asked Him
to forgnve me, and He did. But
have . you considered how the
average salvation engounter would
go if God said, "‘Sorry, you haven't
been attendrng Suhday Sthool long
enough ‘Or, our records show
you're still on probationary status.
You'll have to wait 12 months, then

reapply.”

Christ never says, “You don't
make much money, so your tithes
just wouldn’t be sufficient. .Oh, by
the way, how many. friends . and
neighbors can recommend you for

my, kmgdom?”

Praise the Lord! He never says,
"“Your background is so evil | can't
change the likes of you.” _

[ thank the Lord for His accept-
ance, His only qualifications are
confession and repentance, &.
ABOUT THE. WRITER: Bentrepa Jahnsorn

has been a.free Will Baplists pastor’s wife
more than 15 years. She and her husband

Bill now reside in F1. Smith, Arkansas.
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Patience:
Perseverance

- ‘patience” Job had (James 5:11).

By Robert Picirilli Whenever our circumstances are

Last month's article dealt with difficult, whenever we might be dis-

one of the words translated couraged or tempted to give up, this
"patience’ in our English Bible. fruit of the Spirit is needed.

That important fruit of the Spirit is Watch it, though: when you pray

fongsutfering, not easily provoked to for this virtue, God may send you

anger, not short fused. That kind of trials. Romans 5:3,4 tells us that

patience relates especially to tribulation produces patience.

peopie. James 1:3 says the testing of your

The other kind of biblica! patience faith produces patience. This fruit of

is perseverance or endurance. it the Spirit is tempered in the furnace

refers more to the way we react to of difficuities.

circumstances than people, We can be confident, however,
although peopie may weli be in- that the end is worth the trial. James
volved. calls it a "'perfect work.,” Romans

There are too many occurrences tells us that ‘“‘experience" (in the
of this word in the New Testament sense of tested character) is the
to mention them here. The verb and product.
noun, combined, occur some 50 You learn at least one more thing
times. Some of the most helpful from these scriptures about endur-
passages are: Matthew 10:22; Luke ance: that hope is the thing that
815, Romans 5:3.4; 8:25: 12:12; furnishes us strength to endure. in |
15:4,5; 1 Corinthians 13:7; Il Corin- Thessalonians 1:3, Pau! calis this
thians 1:6; Colossians 1:11: | Thes- “the patience of hope'' —the
salenians 1:3; |l Thessalonians 1:4; patience that hope begets. Several
Il Timothy 2:10, 12; Hebrews 10:32, passages connect patience with

36; 12:1-3,7; James 1:3,4,12: 51111 hope and God's promises (Romans
Peter 1:6. (In your concordance, 5:3,4; 8:25; 15:4,5; Hebrews 10:38;
look up not only Y'patient/patience’”’ James 1:12).

but “‘endurefendurance" aiso.) Hope is a confident expectation of

You will see, from these final salvation, often especially
passages, that this patience/per- anchored to the second coming of
severance is called for in the face of Jesus. A strong hope is the back-
such things as hatreq, persecution, bone of persevering faithfully
testings, afflictions, tribulations, suf- throughout any kind of trying cir-
fering, trials. This is the kind of cumstances. i
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RELIGIOUS NEWS
{Cont. from page 29)

KOREA’S CHRISTIAN CHURCHES
CALL REV. MOON UNCHRISTIAN

SEQUL, South Korea (EP)-~Representatives
of 18 major Christian genominations in South
Korea have signed a statement declaring that
“the Unification Church is not a sect of the
Christian Church.”

Among the signers are Dr. Won Sang Ji,
president of the Lutheran Church in Korea;
Bishop Paul C. Lee of the Anglican Church in
Korea; and Kwan Suk Kim, chairman of the
Korea National Christian Council.

The document cites 16 reasons for assert-
ing that the Unification Church is un-Chris-
tian. Among these are: UC does not accept
the Bible as the Word of the living God, nor as
the unerring standarg of Christian faith and
life. UC does not teach saivation through the
cross of Jesus Christ; rather it teaches the
restoration of Adam’s lineage through Sun
Myung Moon, UC does not believe in Jesus'
resurrection.

UC does not believe that the same Jesus
who was crucified on the cross and rose
again from the dead shall return as the Jesus
of the second coming; rather, it teaches Sun
Myung Moon as the Jesus cf the second com-
ing. UC movement is similar to the movement
of mysticism which was common during the
1830s, and "it is an unbiblical and unchris-
tian-like movement which sneaked into the
hearts of those pecple who were very much
in depression, uncertainty and fear dutring
and after the Korean War."'

COMING
NEXT MONTH...

* How to use
Resurrection Power

* Don’t give up on
Peace!

¢ Our missionary
deputation dilemma
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PASTOR NOT FRIGHTENED
BY IMPENDING DEATH

COLORADO SPRINGS, CO ({ep}—Facing
death on a deadline can be a viclorious ex-
perience for Christians, says a man who's
probably ceiebrated his last Christmas. Doc-
tors pregict that cancer of the colon andg liver
wili claim the life of Norman Blake, paster of
Heritage Baptist Church, Colorado Springs,
Cotorado, before the end of the year.

Blake, 44, says the knowledge of his im-
pending death has given him a better under-
standing of life, of what's important and
what's not important. 'The average person
lives doing what he has to and doesn't make
many conscious decisions,” he said. "“"Now
the problems ot life seem so unimportant and
insignificant. The fusses and battles peopie
have are so unnecessary.”

Biake's wife and four teen-age children
show "“no great signs of frustration, anger or
resentment’’ over his imminent death, he
said. His most difficult ttmes come when he
realizes he will not be able "'to see my kids
grow up and knowing that although {'m better
oft, it's going to be tough on my wife.”

Blake said he hasn't changed his lifestyle
or sermon messages but he tries to have
more of an influence in his day-to-day rela-
tionships with people. ““| would like to fee!
that every Christian does tace up to death,
and as a result, lives a more enjoyabie, etfec-
tive, meaningfui life,"” he sald.

Many people have an unrealistic view of
life, he said, and don't realize that death is
part of the life process. “'Most people just
never do come down to the business of ac-
mitting they're going to die some day,” he
said. ""This kind of experience can be a very
victorious experience for the Christian. Most
Christians in situations like this find astrength
beyond themseives and are able to handle it
using God as a resource.”

‘NEUTRAL’ BIBLE STUDY OKAYED

CHATTANOOGA, TN (EP)—A voluntary Bibie
study program, recently redesigned to make
it objective ang descriptive and with religious
tests for teachers eliminated, has been
approved by a federal judge for use in the
public schocls of Chattanooga and surroundg-
ing Hamilton County.

The program replaces one sponsored
since 1822 by the Public School Bibie Study
Committee, an organization supported by
Chattanooga businessmen and iocal Protes-
tant evangelical churches. Judge Frank Wil-
son ordered that program hatted when a
group of parents complained earlier this year
that it promoted a particuiar religious view-
point  in violation of the Constitution.
Teachers in the program, for example, had
been required to affirm belief in the Bible as
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MOONIE SEMINAR IN SUNSHINE
ENDS ON CONTROVERSIAL NOTE

GAINSVILLE, FL{EP)—The expense-paid $20
winter vacation in Florida, sponsored by Rev,
Sun Myung Moon's Unification Church, end-
ed on a note of controversy after five
‘‘guests’’ were escorted from camp by sheriff
deputies. By the end of the six-day seminar at
a YMCA camp near here, five more guests
had left or were asked to leave-—some com-
plaining of being subjected to long lectures
on Mr. Moon's Divine Principles and being
followed everywhere by Moonies.

Officials of the Coliegiate Association for
the Research of Principles (CARP), the Unifi-
cation Church campus affiliate which spon-
sored the Florida seminar, denied any
charges of wrongdoing. Michael Smith, CARP
director for the eastern U.S., said there was
evidence ex-Moonies and cthers hostile tothe
church tried to disrupt the Florida trip and in-
filtrated the camp to stir up trouble.

Eight patrol cars carrying 18 sheriff
deputies converged on the YMCA camp on
the first day of the workshop, following a
complaint by a Massachuselts woman that
her daughter was “lured” 1o the camp by
Moonies who befriended her and that she
was being kept against her will. The girl, 18-
year-old Debbie Biock, a student from North-
easlern University in Boston, told sherifis at
first that she was in her right mind and
wanted to stay at the camp. She later
changed her mind and left with the deputies,
along with four others. Back in Boston, she
said the Moonies seemed “friendly and nice.
{just dign't realize what | was getting into.””

CARP members at 40 Unitegd States col-
leges and universities where the group has
chapters recruited members for the seminar.
it was described in a flier as a “'leadership for
a new age student seminar”’ and promised
“sun, fun, people, excitement, sports, inspi-
ration . ..." The Florida workshop was ori-
ginally expected to draw some 1,000 college
students. CARP representatives scaled down
the estimate to 600 in mid-December. About
260 actually atiended the workshop, some
150 of them guests, the rest CARP members,
Mr. Smith said.

FOR CHATTANOOGA-AREA SCHOOLS

the iiteral word of God.

The new program, developed with the help
of Dr. Thor Hall, professor of religious studies
at the University of Tennessee at Chatta-
nooga, fodges control with the two public
school systems atfected, aithough the judge
said that the private organization could still
contribute funds.

In reviewing the revised curriculum, the
iudge said that with the exception of one
lesson plan—dealing with Christ's resurrec-
tion—the study materials were “capabie of
being taught for their secular, literary and his-
toric worth without religious emphasis.” Dr.
Hali cailled the program a sound one, but he
added that “'the ultimate test of its constitu-
tionality will be what happens in the class-
rooms."



The Secretary Speaks

TRE NATIONAL ASSCCIATION OF

Free Will Baptists

Trust Your Bible

By Melvin Worthington

A group often finds it necessary to
review those things which are
assential to their well being. Free
Will Baptists need to review the
essentials that direct us as a maove-
ment.

Essential denotes the most im-
portant or indispensable element
characterizing a thing. That indis-
pensable eiement for Free Will
Baptists is our attitude toward the
Ward of God.

The Word of God is the instrument
which serves as the rule for our faith
and practice. The first paragraph in
our Church Covenant says it well,
*'Having given ourselves to God by
faith in Christ, and adopted the word
of God as our rule of faith and prac-
tice, we now give ourselves to one
another by the will of God in this
solemn covenant,”

Free Will Baptists believe in the
plenary, verbal inspiration of the
Bible. By "‘plenary’’, we mean "‘full
and complete.”” We hold that ali
parts of the Bible are inspired and
that inspiration extends to all its sub-
jects (I Timothy 3:186).

By “verbal”’ we mean that inspi-
ration extends to the very words of
the scriptures, not just to the

thoughts and ideas expressed by
human authors (Il Peter 1:21; | Co-
rinthians 2:13; || Samuei 23.2; Jere-
miah 1:9).

We further believe the scriptures
to be infallible and inerrant. The
Bible is without error and trust-
worthy in all its teachings, including
cosmogony, geology, astronomy,
anthropology, history, chronology,
as well as matters of faith and prac-
tice.

Being the very word of God, it is
God's final revelation and our abso-
fute authority (John 10:34, 35; Mat-
thew 5:17-18; John 17:17; Psalm
119:151, 160,

Free Will Baptisis believe the
scriptures to be indispensable. The
Bible is God's prescribed diet for
Christians (I Peter 2:2). Every be-
liever who reads the Bibte methodi-
cally, meditatively and meaningfully
will grow in the grace and know-
ledge of Jesus Christ,

A simple, serious and systematic
reading of the scriptures is the
grand secret of establishment in the
faith.

The Bible is the permanent doc-
trine for every Free Will Baptist. We
must diligently remind ourselves
that doctrine is not explained by ex-

perience, but experience is explain-
ed by doctrine.

Every experience must be
examined in light of Bibie truth. 1f ex-
perience seems to contradict or
does not conform to the Bible's
teaching, that experience must be
rejected.

The Bibie sets forth the pattern of
deportment which characterizes
those who place their faith in Christ.
Deporiment is the way one orders
his daity life.

The Bible is not only the measur-
ing rod for Free Will Baptistdoctrine,
but also for daily life style. We must
arder our lives in obedience to the
Word of God.

As a denomination, we are now
ankle deep in the 1980's. Let us give
strict attention to our attitudes
toward the Word of God.

Trust your Bible. Read your Bible.
This is our first priority. &

THE SECHETARY'S SCHEDULE {March 1980)

Mar, 5-7 Bibie Cenference, Calitornia
Christian College, Fresno

Mar. 8 Arizona State Association,
Tucsen

Mar. 10-14 Special Services, Union
Chapel FWB Church, Afton, TN

Mar. 28-29 illinois State Assoctiation, First

First FWB Church, Moline
Mar, 30-Apr. 4 Speciat Services, Immanuel
FWB Church, Celumbus, GA
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