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Fedl [ By Bobby Glenn Smith

he average American spends
25 hours per week in front of
his television.

This unwholesome diet led some
dedicated servants of God to con-
clude that millions of people could
be reached through the tube. Reli-
gious opportunists recognized this
opportunity to increase their
revenues while building a large, loyal
clientele.
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Therefore, fundamentalists, new-
evangelicals, liberais, charismatics,
cults and chartatans are available
over television Sunday mornings
and often during the week.

When fundamental programs

Unusual' appear weekiy with a new
angle.

One can haraly surmise the
Apostle James inviting these people
to actively lead in worship services
(James 2:1-9). On the contrary, God
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reached eminence, average Baptist normally chooses the “foolish . . . 2 gggflcg:!g:::gn%?ﬁrch
pastors overwhelmingly approved weak ... base ... despised” things y

performances which attracted of the world to speak and work for 5 Briefcase:

crowds and large donations. The Him (I Corinthians 1:26-29). Battle of t;he Ballots
typical pastor felt that the electronic  Thereby, God is glorified, not the Jack Williams

church would lead loca! residents to  speaker.

the neighborhood church and in-
crease his effectiveness as a man of
God.

However, most pastors now feel
constrained {0 reexamine the eiec-
tric church.

THE FIVE-FOLD AMEN

Blessings obviousiy flow from
services through the electronic box.

First, the gospel is heard by peo-
ple who never attend church. For
example, a person stranded in a
motel due to a snow storm might lis-
ten to the gospel on Sunday morn-
ing.

Second, shut-ins, prisoners and
hospitalers are able to observe
church services. Since they are not

Indeed, a church featuring enter-
tainment and professionalism is for-
eign to the New Testament.

GRINNING CHRISTIANITY

The electric church portrays
“grinning Christianity'’-—a fife free
from problems and trials with a per-
pelual smiie.

Most television programs, secular
and sacred, are geared to phoniness
instead of reality. Secular programs
generally depict families living in
fuxury: expensive homes, vacation
houses, new cars, delicacies, exotic
ciothes, vacations abroad and sen-
sSuous pleasures,

Few people reafly live on this
plane. The inflationary spiral de-
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Fourth, ‘‘good news' programs
curtail unscriptural programs.

Fifth, viewers make a variety of
healthy decisions weekly. Recently,
& couple described their marriage
as being in shambles before viewing
a church program on Sunday morn-
ing. At the conciusion of the pro-
gram, they sought the forgiveness of
God and each other. Today, the mar-
riage is steadfast.

After reviewing the benefits from

fronic church fosters a similar ma-
terialistic philosophy. Participants,
theretfore, artificially grin as they
submerge actuality for reverie.

Scripture exhorts the Christian to
rejoice instead of looking as though
he has been marinated in embalm-
ing fluid. This joy flows from the in-
dweiling presence of the Holy Spirit,
not delusion.

NONINVOLVEMENT SYNDROME

31
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the electronic church, one could
readily applaud and nod #s continu-
ation. Additional scrutiny, on the
other hand, reveals numerous flaws
accruing from tube Christianity.

CELEBRITY CIRCUS

Most religious programs perpet-
uate a glamorization of Christianity.
Entertainers, celebrities, politicians,
beauty gqueens, recording ariists,

Another shortcoming of tube reti-
gton results in noninvolvement and
indlvidualization of Christianity. The
individual who receives his religion
exclusively from his TV Pastor"
will likely undergo persistent self-
containment.

Scripture declares that the new
birth experience occurs individually

-
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" Remember

By Ricky Tippett your mother.

(Adapted for CONTACT by Kathy
Tippett Henderson)

someone asks, ‘“Is that

hen 1 think of tributes
written about mothers, 1
can't help but smile, | al-

ways picture some hairy, heavy-set,
burly sailor with a flowered tatoo
that says “"Mother” on his chest.
Everyone loves their mother.
considered un-American not to love

It's

idealistic as | may be, | know not
everyone is fortunate to have a
mother like mine. Even now when

your

‘\’\\\




Mother?' | smile and say she is. Re-
cently we had a field day at schooi
where | am principal. Field days are
always THE best days of school, and
all the children were on the play-
ground. Mom drove up, got out and
started walking toward me.

“Mr. Tippett, is that your mother?
Wow, she's really pretty!™ one chiid
said.

ber Mom telling is a Bible story. It
was always my special reguest if
she were teaching my class to tell
about ''Snowflake.” Children
gathered in a circle would sit wide-
eyed and spellbound as Mom built
the story through graphic descrip-
tions of the inqguisitive Snowflake
and the patient Shepherd.

Mom’s voice would reach a high

knowing he hadn'i.

Mom waited. Seeing this deter-
mined {ady was not going to move
along, he finally cleared his throat
and managed a soft, “"You're wel-
come.” She certainly has a winning
way about her.

It was this defermination that
made her such a good mother—a
disciplinarian who knew how to love

A 30-year-old principal takes an affectionate
romp through the backroads of his childhood
and pays special tribute to Mom . . .

it

“Yeah, another
added.

My heart sweilled with pride as |
observed her coming down the hill,
Immediately children came to her
from all directions to speak with her
and walk beside her. They caught
her hand and all tried to talk to her at
once. She asked them gquestions
and was attentive to each one.

A Way With Children

Mom has a special attraction for
children. But, | am convinced it is
not her physical beauty that draws
people. Physical beauty is an inade-
guate measuring stick in determin-
ing an individual's worth. No, the
chiidren are not drawn to her be-
cause of her physical attractiveness.
Children have a particular way of
seeing through that superficial
beauty and into the reai character of
adults.

There is just something about
Mom that people love, She has a
charisma that quietly, but earnestly,
says, “'Hello. Teil me all about it

Her love spilled over from our
home to our friends. Our’s was the
yard with the worn baseball-diamond
path, She was the neighborhood sur-
rogate mother serving Kooi-Aid and
compassion.

| have never met a child who
didn't love to hear a story. Mom
could relate to children through her
stories. She now tells her grand-
children family stories about their
moms and dads.

The most notable story | remem-

she sure is,

pitch and sound like it was miles a-
way as she called the lamb for the
shepherd, ''S-n-o-w-f-l-a-k-e . ..
S-n-o-w-f-l-a-k-e . .. . S-n-0-w
f-l-a-k-e."" There was almost a mus-
ical tone to the calling of the lost
lamb. That story always opened my
imagination to being right there with
Snowfiake,

| wouid feel his fear of the lions,
his shame at being rebuked for dis-
obeying, his excitement at the first
snow-—its biting coldness, the sharp
cliff-side thorns suspending Snow-
flake (and me) between Heaven and
the earth, and at last the security
and warmth of the arms and robes
of the good shepherd.

Mom has a way with a story . ..
and children,

God’s Order at Home

Mom's determination is inspiring
at times. One afternoon my wife,
Gwen, came home giggling. She re-
lated how she and Mom had gone
into the post office to get some
stamps. The postman behind the
counter was scowling, irritable and
grumpy.

Mom noticed his disposition as
she waited in line, and when she re-
ceived her stamps she made it a
point to say, "Thank you."

Sitence from the one behind the
counter, He waited for this short,
little woman to move on.

She did not move on.

"I said, 'Thank you,”" she insisted
as she got right up in his face in
case he had migsed it the first time,

—the old-fashioned type.

Dad was a Naval officer for over
30 years, This reguired that he serve
sea duty away from home, in war
time up to 18 months.

During these times Mama took up
the family reins, but as soon as he
retfurned she gladly handed them
back to him. We knew Dad was the
head, Mama the heart.

She loved God first, her husband
second, and her children third, | am
convinced this is God's order also.
Perhaps that is the reason He has
blessed our family so much.

| have never felt slighted or un-
important at home. | am loved by her
and | have never doubted that love.
Many today cannct honesily say
that,

This love led all three of her chil-
dren to accept Christ at an early age
and eventually into full-time Chris-
tian work.

Painful Victories

Mom went through a special triat
used by God to bring our family
closer and solidify us spiritually.
When | was three years old | had
problems with my kidneys and had
to undergo extensive surgery for re-
moval of my left kidney and block-
age repair of the right kidney. In
1953, this operation was considered
more serious than it is today.

-
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National Convention Preview

Calijornia,

Here We
Come!

By Jack Williams

he National Association of

Free Will Baptists sweeps to-

ward the Pacific sunset, July
20-24, for its 44th annual session
which meets in Anaheim, California.
Three thousand delegates and visi-
tors representing 42 states and 12
foreign countries are expected to
surge from the freeways into Ana-
heim’s Convention Center, just be-
yond the high shrubbery separating
the rest of the world from Southern
California’s  enchanted kingdom,
Disneyland.

Since 1950, once every 10 years
right on the decade, the National
Convention has caucused in the
golden state. This marks the fourth
time in 30 years that delegates will
examine reports from national
boards and commissions
surrounded by orange groves and
sunshine.,

The prodigious task of hosting the
44th annual confab is shouldered by
the 4652 members and 80 churches
in six associations comprising the
California State Asscciation of Free
Will Baptists. Six state leaders serve

as a focal Steering Committee to as-
sist national personnel in planning
and expediting the 1980 meeting.

Both charter and regular com-
mercial flights are set to deplane
Free Will Baptists at Los Angeles
International Airport several days
before the convention gavei falis to
allow conferees time for sightseeing
excursions. Deiegates will have no
trouble hopping a plane to L.A. Inter-
national which averages 800 incom-
ing flights daily.

Access to Anaheim from L.A.
International is available through a
variety of transportation services,
Once on the ground airport buses
service major Anaheim hotels with
departures every 30 minutes from
7:00 am. to 11:00 p.m. The 37-mile
bus ftrip will cost approximately
$5.25 per person this July.

Pack your sneakers and frolic in
the grand-daddy of all theme parks,
Disneyland, where fantasy becomes

reality in seven wonderiands. Near-
by Knott's Berry Farm, the country’s
third largest theme park provides old
time fun and adventure with ghost
towns, stage coaches and some of
the most hair-raising rides in Cal-
ifornia,

Towering above a 3150-space
parking lot less than 200 yards from
convention hotels, the fully-carpeted
and air conditioned Anaheim Con-
vention Center waits with its 9100-
seat arena and 35 meeting rooms to
house our three simultaneous na-
tional meetings—the National Con-
vention, National Youth Conference
and Woman's National Auxiliary
Convention,



Every Free Will Baptist church
has the right—-and should exercise
that right—-to send one lay delegate
along with its pastcr to vote in busi-
ness sessions at Anaheim. This July
is an ideal time to vacation across
the great American West and partic-
ipate in the family-oriented national
convention.

200-Year Conference
Theme

Since 1980 celebrates the bicen-
tennial of the Sunday school move-
ment, this year's convention theme
is appropriately capticned ““Year of
the Sunday School.”” Four
preachers will deliver major addres-
ses during convention worship serv-
ices, three of whom will develop the
1980 theme,

Sunday schoo! and morning wor-
ship are slated July 20 at the head-
quarters hetel, the Inn at the Park,
Oklahoma Pastor Jack Richey ex-
pects to address 1000 early bird
conventioneers. The 47-year-old
former oil field roughneck pastors
First Free Will Baptist Church,
Purcell,

Richey has been used extensively
as an evangelist, having conducied
more than 200 revivals. He devel-
oped the pastoral internship pro-
gram at Hillsdale Free Will Baptist
College. For the past 16 years he
has sung bass in the Oklahoma
Ministers' Quartet. Jack Richey is
Oklahoma's General Board member
tc the National Association. He
served two years (1977-1978) on the
national Executive Committee.

The most kncwledgeable man in
the Free Will Baptist denomination
regarding the role and impact of
Sunday school, Dr. Roger C. Reeds,
general director of the Sunday
Scheol and Church Training Depart-
ment, triggers the 1980¢ theme Mon-
day night with “The Heritage of the
Sunday School.”

Dr. Reeds, 51, will map the 200-
vear historical contribution of Sun-
day schools from the time of Robert
Raikes, father of the Sunday schooi
movement, to 1980. Reeds’ 18years
as chief decisicn maker in Free Will
Baptist Sunday schcol circles dis-
tinctly equip him to keynote the 1980
convention with authority and insight.
The Missouri native adds 15 years

pastoral experience in three siaies
to his general director's expertise.
“The Hope of the Sunday School’
on Tuesday evening belongs to Ohio
Pastor Hobert Ashby, 54, who will
detail ways to motivate church
growth particularly through Sunday
school. Brother Ashby is completing
his 19th year as pastor at First Free
Will Baptist Church, Dayton, where
he has had iwc decades to assess
principles determining the rise and
decline in church growth patterns.

Morning Manna—a 30-minute
Bibie study, Monday through Thurs-
day—will be conducted by Robert
Margan, pastor of Donelson Free
Will Baptist Church, Nashville, Ten-
nessee. Mcrming Manna sessions
wili begin at 8:20 a.m. in the Conven-
tion Center Arena. Morgan, 28, is in
his secend pastorate after complet-
ing a degree program at Wheaton
Graduate School.

Ten workshops and seminars,
geared to aid Christian workers in

inn at the

k and Anaheim Convention Center

-+ 3

Ashby, World War Il veteran,
served in the United States Navy on
the USS Crux in both the Atlantic
and Pacific theaters, He moderated
the Ohio State Association in 1972
and 1973. Reverend Ashby directs
and teaches in the Ohio Bible insti-
tute, Dayton branch,

Wednesday night, 43-year-oid
Willie Justice, pastcr of First Free
Will Baptist Church, Fiorence, South
Carclina, completes the bicentennial
theme when he diagrams “‘The
Harvest of the Sunday Schoof." The
Brunswick County, North Carolinian,
in his eighth year at First Church,
hauls 25 years pastoral experience
from South Carolina, North Carolina,
Alabama and Tennessee.

Influential in state and nationai
outreach, Brother Justice iwice
served as South Carolina’s General
Bcard member. He was elected to
the Commissicn on Theoiogical
Liberalism, 1968-1970. He moder-
ated the Alabama State Association
{1970) and South Carolina's First
District Conference (1978-1979).

lceal churches, dot the Monday and
Tuesday schedule. Conferees have
an opportunity to hear one of Amer-
ica's foremost authorities in the
Christian school movement when
Cr. Paul Kienel, executive director
of the Association of Christian
Schools International, speaks on
Monday afterncon,

Convention Business

Moderator Behby Jackson will
steer convention delegates through
the hectic two-day business session
Wednesday and Thursday.

In 1979 delegates endorsed na-
tional department budgeis topping
$6.6 million, but intercept inflation-
bloated 1980 budgets expecied to
surpass $7 millicn. This July the voi-
ing detegation will scrutinize reports
from all national departmenis and
evaluate their progress according to
prescribed guidelines.

Celegates will call for a closer

o
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CALIFORNIA (From page 11)

look at Cooperative Plan disburse-
ments, since July marks six months
under the new Coop allocation
structure whereby the Executive Of-
fice receives a designated percent-
age of Coop funds, instead of carte
blanche underwriting as in previous
years.

This wiil also be Executive Secre-
tary Melvin Worthington’s first re-
port to the body that elected him by
a narrow 22-vote margin one year
ago.

Twenty-five nationai board and
commission vacancies are to be
filked in Anaheim. The General Board
replaces 11 members and three Ex-
gcutive Committee members.
Scheduled to receive three new
members each are the Foreign Mis-
sions Board, Sunday School and
Church Training Board, and the Free
Will Baptist Bibie Coilege Board of
Trustees.

The Commission on Theological
Liberalism and the Historical Com-
mission replace one member each.

NYC Special

Approximately 2000 tfeens, pre-
teens and their sponsors plan to
swarm the Anaheim Cenvention
Center Arena Sunday night, July 20,
for a multi-media extravaganza titled
""Ceiebrate the Sunday Scheol,”

NYC '80 Coordinator Jfonathan
Thigpen and his siaff promise four
action-packed days of Bible compe-
tition and Music and Arts activities
for delegates and visitors who defy
high fuel costs and long distances to
attend this year’s convention.

Officials announced the NYC '80
theme, “Walk in the Scon,"" with com-
panion the scripture verse, John
12:35.

WNAC Preview

The Woman’s National Auxiliary
Convention opens its one-day con-
clave at 9:00 a.m.,, Tuesday, July 22,
with new Presideni Genelle Scott
poised to moderate her maiden ses-
sion,

Lecturer, free-lance writer and
Bibie teacher, Mrs, Jo Berry, head-

lines the WNAC Banquet, Monday
evening, July 21. Mrs. Berry has
published works with Fleming H.
Revell, Regal Books, David C. Cook
Publishing Company and Zonder-
van.

Jo Berry directs the Center for
Creative Ministries in Granada Hills,
California. The center——designed
for women who want to explore pos-
sibilities of becoming more effective
in home, community and church—
trains women 1o set up biblically or-
iented women’s ministries in local
churches.,

The theme for this the 45th an-
nual session of WNAC is "Blessed
to Be a Blessing.” WNAC conferees
will hear major addresses from
foreign missionary to Spain Lonnie
Sparks, Mrs. Eunice Edwards and
Dr. Mary Ruth Wisehart,

Georgia pastor's wife Brenda
Evans presenis an hour-long
seminar, Monday, July 21, for min-
isters’ wives. WNAC creative writing
contest winners will be announced
during the Tuesday business ses-
sion. &




L inquiries - andlolr._
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LOCAL CHURCH DELEGATE’S CREDENTIALS

THIS CERTIFIES THAT

is a duly authorized delegate io the National Association of Free

Will Baptists from

{Name of chusch)

of ,
{District Association) (City) (State)

Pastor Clerk or Secretary

IMPORTANT: This form property signed and accompanied by a $10
registration fee entities a local church delegate to register for voting
privileges.

CONVENTION MUSIC AVAILABLE
FOR CHOIR, CHORALE, ENSEMBLE

NASHVILLE, TN—Free Wiil Baptist
musicians from across America and
around the world have at least three
opporiunities fo minister in Anaheim,
California, during the 1980 National
Convention, July 20-24,

Blaine Hughes, convention music
coordinator, urges all musicians who
wish to participate in the 7980 Mass
Choir, Men's Chorale or Instrumental
Ensembie fo register for the music as
early as possible.

Write to CONVENTION MUSIC. The
cost of music is indicafed below. This
price includes postage. Payment
MUST accompany order.

QUANTITY
MASS CHOIR MUSIC
$1.50

MEN'S CHORALE
MuUsIC
$1.25

INSTRUMENTAL
ENSEMBLE MUSIC
$2.50

Name

Street

City

Stafe. Zip
00O NOT SEND CASH

QRDER FROM: Convention Music
P.O. Box 1088 / Nashville, TN 37202
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FREE WILL BAPTISTS
APPLICATION FOR HOUSING RESERVATIONS

Anaheim, California

July 20-24, 1980

Please fill out form compietely
and malf to

FWB Mousing
P. O. Box 4270

Anaheim, California 92803

INSTRUCTIONS:

THE ANAHEIM HOUSING BUREAU WILL HANDLE ALL HOUSING
APPLICATIONS,

Applications must be submitted in writing on this official form.

Confirmations will be mailed directly {rom the hotel to only one
person. Please allow at least three weeks for confirmation.

ACCOMMODATIONS DESIRED:;

Rocm(s) for one person (one full size bed)
Room(s) for two persons {one full size bed)

Room(s) for two persons (two double beds)

Room(s) for{ )threeor( }four persons {two double beds)
Room(s) with twin beds for two persons

Suite-Parlor and { ) one bedroom{ }two bedrooms

CHANGES OR CANCELLATIONS: Please make any changes or
canceliations up to 21 days pricr to meeting in writing through
Housing Bureau. Within 21 days make them directly with hotel.

If you share a room with others, piease send in only one housing
application listing the names of all occupants.

Applications must be postmarked no later than June 5, 1980.
At least two choices of hotels/motels are desirable. Reservations
will be tilied in order of receipt.

DEPOSIT

A deposit of $40 per room must accompany this application. De-
posits are refundable provided cancellation notice is given to the
hotel up to 72 hours prior to arrival. Make checks payable (¢
"FWB Housing.”

HOTEL OR MOTEL 2nd choiCe . ...
Istchoice. ... .. . Irdchoice. . ... . .

Plannedarrivaldale. . .. .. ... . time........... am. .. PATL L

Planned departuredate. .. ... ... time ........... am. ... pPM.

NAMES OF OCCUPANTS Street City Stale Zip

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

(Names of ali parties must be listed. Please print names and complete addresses. Bracket the names of _those
staying in the same room. We cannct confirm uniess rooms requested baiance with number of persons listed.)

State Zip

SEND Name
CONFIRMATION Address
TO: City

PHONE ( )

1S5ICONTACT/May, 1980
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NATIONAL ASSOCTATION OF FREE WILL BAPTISTS
July 2024, 1980 | Convention Center
Anaheim, California

ANAHEIM HOUSING MAP

-,
L2 Paima Ave “

Lincoln Ave.

MAP KEY

DISNEY-
LAND

Katella Ave.

@ Inn at the Park

@ Jolly Roger Inn
@ Quatity Inn-Anaheim

St Coliege Bivd,

CENTER

Brookhurst Ave,
—
Euclid Ave.

Magnolis Ave.

CONVENTIO

Comvention Way

1

®

Chapman Ave,

Hotels & Motels

SINGLE
{1) inn at the Park $38
Headquarters Hotei
(2) Jolly Roger inn $36
(3) Quality Inn-Anaheim* $38

*Children under 12 stay free in room with parents

ORANGE COUNTY
AIRPORT

DOUBLE TRIPLE QUAD
$44 $48 $48
$3g $42 $42
$42 $44 $44



THE

FOUNTAIN
OF LI

By Gordon Bradshaw

The biood of Christ brought the
Old and New Testaments to-
gether,

The blood of animal sacrifices
never truly atoned for sins, but only
rolled them forward--forward to-
ward the cross.

There was no Oid Testament of-
fering for the people’'s sins that
could reach beyond death. There-
fore, the fountain that was opened at
the cross flowed all the way back to
the Garden of £Eden and the original
sin, atoning for ail those who had
died in the faith from the creation to
Christ.

Thus the biood of Christ is the
blood of redemption for both the Old
and the New Covenants—promised
in the Cld and present in the New.

God, in perfecting His plan of sal-
vation, chose blood, which is the {ife
of the flesh, to be the redemptive tie
¢ bring man—who was hopelessly
alienated because of sin—into the
close relationship which was neces-
sary for man to be saved,

The purpose in this was that God
might be glorified and man might be
benefited. But because some re-
jected God's plan, the results have
been a mixture of sorrow and glory
for God as well as life and death for
men.

Because of how precious and
how great is the redemptive power
of Christ's blood, whoever accepts
its atonement bhalances the scales
of God’s justice in his behaif,

This transaction between God and
manwas not possible until One could
be found who spanned the gap be-
tween the greatness of God and the
lowliness of man. Therefore, the
Father sent His Son 10 be the God-
man—{God manifested in the flesh.

His likeness to and His being One
with God qualified Him in knowing
God's will and in possessing ability
to perform it. His likeness to man
and His being a man gave Him the
knowledge of just how desperate
was man's plight in sin. But it was
His love that found the way and His
blood that made the tie.

Who else could qualify? Was it not
written that the innocent must suffer
for the guilty and must do so willing-
ly, eagerly, without complaining—
“as a lamb before the shearers is
dumb.” And not for His sins but for
ours, So shameful were our sins that
great Jehovah turned away in Cal-
vary's darkness. But Jesus’ blood
triumphed to nullify our guilt,
remove our shame and cleanse our
stain.

Oh, mystery of mysteries, thank
God for the blood! As it is the life of
the flesh to natural man, so is it life
to the spiritual man. Though Christ's
blood was shed and still flows, it
must be applied to every man. Chris-
tians know it is by sprinkling of the
blood that the heart is ¢leansed,

John said the blood cleanses from
all sins, redeems us from sin, makes
uswhite, and makes us over-comers.

While Christ was here in the fiesh,
His blood flowed only in His veins,
and those who believed Him ac-
cepted the blood which wouid be
shed. Butwhen Christ died this blood
ceased to flow for three hours, and
the blood being dormant there was
no redemption; no one was saved.
This was the darkest hour the world
has ever known,

Think again and thank God that
the fountain was opened when they
pierced His side,

The writer of the book of Hebrews
tells us it is dangerous to consider
lightly the blood which was offered
to purge us and maore dangerous yet
{0 consider it unholy and most
dangercus to trample it under foot.

This blood which makes us sons
of God, joint heirs with Christ and
brothers and sisters in Christ wiil cry
out as a witness against us, as the
blood of Abel did against Cain, if we
misuse cr refuse it.

The blood is still there at Calvary
for all who will come. &

ABOUT THE WRITER. Gordon Bradshaw is a
Free Will Baptist minister. He regides in
Springdale, Arkansas. He recently moved 1o
Arkansas after pastoring several years in
California.
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By Mariorie Cooney

oday's news is filled with sto-
ries of alcohotics, workaholics,
foodaholics, drug addicts and
many other forms of addiction. But
I've never seen a headline announc-
ing the type of addiction that
claimed me as its victim. | was a
magahelic,
A magaholic is addicted to read-

ing magazines. But not just any
magazine. | was very selective in my
reading, choosing those unholy sto-
ries that would do nothing for me
spiritually.

| was recovering from a broken
engagement that summer—a rough
experience for any young person. |
was lonely (although that word

wasn't used so commonly at that
time) My girlfriends were going
steady, announcing engagements or
planning weddings! | stood on the
cutside of the exciting circle looking
in....

| had just started & new job and
moved into a small basement apart-
ment by myse!f.



Often, since coming to the city, |
had dashed past the popular maga-
zine racks in drug or grocery stores
without a second glance. But now |
found myself attracted for some un-
known reason {o these same racks,
The titles intrigued me: “True
Rcemance,” ''True Confessions,"”
“Modern Love™. . ..

Although | was unconscious of it
at the time, Satan was getiing a
subtle foothold on me in an insidious
way,. He knew he couldn’t get me to
date cr go steady with a non-Chris-
tian. He also was acutely conscious
of my inner need for love and com-
panionship.

Also, 'd never formed a very
sirong or satisfying habit of private
devotions. Often my Bible was buried
under a lot of more interesting books
or standing untouched among the
other bocks on my library shelf. The
Bible, | felt, didn't speak to my par-
ticutar need at this time.

Hooked on Pulp

In late summer | brought my first
magazine home. | would have liked
to read in the backyard, but was a-
fraid one of my friends would come
by unexpectedly and catch me read-
ing this junk,

| went underground, so to speak,
crawling downward and inward. |
wouid spend whole evenings alcne,
absorbed, thrilling vicariously to the
adventures these stories portrayed.

Never for a moment, though, did
these magazines influence my
moral beliefs. These were Christian,
and even Satan and his angei hosts
could never draw me aside from my
upbringing.

Some of the sordidness in these
magazines made me sick, but | read
on: rationalizing that | needed to
know how the other haif of the world
was living, that | needed to be aware
of the pitfalls out there for young, un-
suspecting girls,

ltwasn’t long before | was reading
every magazine of this naiure in our
local stores each month. Furtively, |
would prowl from store to store,
hoping to remain unnoticed in the
crowd. In a large city it is easy to be
anonymous; store cierks couidn't
have cared less how many maga-
zines you bought,

Carefully, after reading them from

cover to cover, | would place them
in the bottom of the garbage so my
landlady wouidn't see what | was
spending my time on.

Spiritually, | was on a plummeting
downhiil slide, but | didn’t let it stop
me from faithfully attending church
and prayer meeting. Oh no! | didn’
want the pastor inquiring why |

garbage reading material,

It was several years later, after |
was married in a home of my own,
and after my conscience refused to
be quieted, that | confessed my lie
to Joan, and to the Lord, and was
freely forgiven,

From that day to this, my addic-
tion to popular magazines has been

“ .. the sordidness made me sick,
but | read on rationalizing that |
needed to know how the other half
of the world was living.”

wasn't coming to church. | never
missed church; | didn't desecrate
the Lord’s Day by indulging my ad-
diction, either.

For by now | realized that it was
just that—an addiction. That | was
on a treadmill from which | was un-
able in myself to escape.

Caught in My Web

About a vear after this | had a
teacher friend come to live with me.
| thought it would help take my mind
off my addiction by having someone
to talk to or go cut with. But—Joan
had a boyfriend and dated frequeni-
ly. A fact, which, in my state, only
compounded my own problem.

Joan (not her real name) and |
tived together for a year before my
secretcame out. . . inthe formofa
lie. | had thoughtlessly left one of my
magazines on a chair in our apart-
ment while we were both away for a
weekend., She discovered it and
wondered how it got there.

I don't know,” | said carefessly,
“our landlady must have left it
there.” | knew it was a lie; I'm sure
Joan knew it too.

Strangely, enough, that “litile
white lie” squelched my desire for
reading these magazines. | never
had another ong in the house. We
later moved to a new apartment and
filled our lives with dates, nignt
school, hobbies, work. ... | forgot
my acddiction.

But now | had a lie on my con-
gcience which, for some reason,
bothered me even more than my

dead and buried, to rise again but
rarely, in my private inner thoughts.i

ABOUT THE WRITER, Mrs. Marjorie Cooney
is a free-fance writer. She resides in Omntario,
Canada.
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Thak Yo for

L ]
yt)ur g:ﬁd lo f/w. .o
COOPERATIVE PLAN OF SUPPORT
February, 1980
RECEIPTS:
State Feb. ’80 Feb. ’79 Yr. to date
Co-op Design.

Alabama $ .. 8 - $ 1240 § 350.64
Arizona 22%.47 - - 229.47
Atkansas 5,030.65 . 4,229.94 6,559.92
California 1,308.85 {1,308.85) 1,146.32 2,010.24
Florida 2,452.45 - 213.86 3,959.18
Georgia 760.17 (12.00) 337.00 1,602 .80
idaho 155.44 - 193.50 155.44
{llincis 68.95 S 313.43 1,705.78
indiana 50.00 - . 50.00
{owa 172.70 O 193.81 172.70
Kansas 176.02 . 171.51 300.92
Maryiand 113.50 . 40.0C 331.61
Michigan 78.80 C. 84.27 1,733.81
Mississippi 96.52 . 67.25 96.52
Missouri 6,054.32 {6,054.32} 5,375.96 10,359.40
New Mexico - .. 21.86 -
North Carolina 513.88 (83.00) 154.00 829.01
Northwest Assoc. - - 138.33 .
Ohio 10.00 - 908.00 890.40
QOkiahoma - - 5,008.88 13,605.04
Tennessee 1,335.07 - 2,099.53 2,635.39
Texas 60.00 - 381.29 199.68
Virgin Islands 150.80 - 154.00 480.30
Virginia 24.86 o 24.55 130.36
Washington - C . 30.00
West Virginia 32.85 - A 43.02
Totals $ 18,875.30 $ 21,269.69 5 48,361.63
DISBURSEMENTS:
Executive Office $  5,654.88 %{2,229.71) $ 7,006.24 % 11,00557
Foreign Missions 4,04%.75  {1,595.08) 5,187.43 12,965.44
Bible College 4,037.75 {1,583.08) 3.369.08 9,708.58
Home Missions 201094 {1,141.28) 2,878.54 8.454.11
Retirement & Ins. 1,523.19 {609.81) 1,805.93 4,088.44
Master's Men 584.16 {241.65) 861.36 1,781.29
Commission on Theo-

logical Liberalism 114.63 {57.56) 161.11 358.20

Totals $ 18,875.30 § 21,269.69 § 48,361.63




Light on Life’s
Questions. ..

QUESTION: Did God ever
answer Cain’s question—
—"Am | my brother’s
keeper''? (Genesis 4.9b).
If He did, when and
where?

By Wade Jernigan

ANSWER: God answered Cain's question
through Matthew in Matthew 5:23-24, 18:15-
17, 23-35); through Paul in Galatians 6:1;
and through James in James 5:19-20,

He also gave an answer in the incident of
Judah before Joseph (Genesis 44) pleading
on behalf of Benjamin and the situation that
developed between the herdsman of Lot and
Abraham (Genesis 13). This, however, may
be more clearly seen in Genesis 18 when
Abraham makes his plea for Sodom.

Three words emerge from the New Testa-
ment scriptures already cited: reconcilia-
tion, restoration and reclamation, Matthew
records Christ as commanding ‘'be
reconciled to thy brother’” (Matthew 5:24). In
case reconciliation is not sought, Matthew
again gquotes Christ and gives this warning,
"“So likewise shall my heavenly Father do
unto you if ye from your hearts forgive not
every one his brother their irespasses’
{Matthew 18:35).

Paul would have the reader to know that a
man's spirituality may weil be determined
and tested by his reactions to his brother's
action. This is clearly seen in Galatians 6:1,
“Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a faulit,
ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in
the spirit of meekness: Considering thyself,
lest thou also be tempted.”

James does not use the word reclamation,
but it is implied in his concern: "'Brethren, if
any of you do err from the truth, and one
convert him; let him know that he which
converteth the sinner (erring brother) from
the error of his way shall save a soul from
death and shall hide a multitude of sins"
(James 5:19-20).

[t is as important for one to seek to keep
his brother as it is to go out and win another
brother. Crying blood may well reach the
ears of those who think themselves notto be
their brother’s keeper (Genesis 4:10).

Readers may address their questions to Mr. Jernigan at P.O. Box 1088, Nashville, Ten-
nessee 37202. Please limit each question to one specific topic. There will be no personal
correspondence regarding those questions which are not used in the magazine. The
column will not necessarily be considered the official voice of the denomination relative to

the problems involved.
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FREE WILL BAPTIST

John L Welch

COFER’S CHAPEL CHURCH ENTERS SECOND CENTURY

NASHVILLE, TN—Founder’s Day,
March 9, 1980, faunched a year-long
celebration of Cofer's Chapel Free
Will Baptist Church's hundredth an-
niversary, as more than 400 mem-
bers, former members and friends
gathered tocommemorate a century
of service to God and the Free Will
Baptist denomination,

Congressman Bill Boner was pres-
ent to give a brief testimony. Ten-
nessee Governor Lamar Alexander
sent a telegram lauding the church's
contribution.

Pastor Eugene Waddell joined the
other listeners to hear 90-year-old
former pastordohn L Weilch address
the congregation. Reverend Welch
pastored Cofer's Chapel 47 years,
retiring in 1982,

A brief history of the church, pre-

pared by Dr. Mary Ruth Wisehart,
was read during morning worship
activities. Special recognition was
given to 102 Coferites who had been
members 25 years or more, the
iongest being a member 62 years.

Twenty descendants of church
founder, Thomas C. Cofer, sat in a
reserved section. Pastor Waddeli
recoghized members of the Trotter
family, since the congregation first
met in the home of William T. Trotler
who lived in a Civil War barracks at
the time.

The Cofer’s Chapel Church occu-
pies facilities erected in 19865, at
Clarksville Highway and King's
Lane, its fourth location since 1880,

Cofer's Chapel was the birthplace
for the National Association of Free
Will Baptists in 1935.

““HOW TO’* SESSIONS DOMINATE
FREE WILL BAPTIST
BOOK DEALERS GATHERING

NASHVILLE, TN—The National As-
sociation of Free Will Baptist Book
Dealers met in Nashville March 12-
14 at Randall House Publications.

Nine stores sent representatives:
Anchor Book Store, Norton, Virginia,
Ambassador Bible Book Store,
Columbus, Ohio; Bible Book Store,
Durham, North Carolina; Christian
Suppiy Book Siore, Conway, Arkan-
sas: Christian Supply Center, Ben-
ton, lilinois; Lebanon Bibie and Book
Store, Lebanon, Missouri; Okiahoma
Free Will Baptist Bible and Book
Store, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma;
Randall House Bible Book Store,
Nashville, Tennessee; Randail
House Publications, Nashville, Ten-
nessee; and Smith's Christian Book
Store, Fayette, Alabama.

The book seliers shared "“how to”
discussions concerning label guns,
promotion and sale of children’s
church materials, in-siore merchan-
dising, sale of wedding invitations,
jewelry and gifts, promotion and
sale of reference works, incentive
buying, and promotion of printing
and business cards.

This year the book sellers spiced
their session with representatives
from Standard Publishing Company,
Scripture Press, Willilam Collins Bibie
Company and Randall House Pubii-
cations. The company pushers
zeroed in on moving Bibles by direct
mail order and using mail order for
local store promotions. They toid
members how to promote and sell
curriculum electives and Vacation
Bible School materials, and how to
seil and display Bibles.

Reaching new markets through
radio and other news media was
presented by Wayne Blankingship,
manager of the WSYX Christian
Radio in London, Ohio.

Association membership is open
to retail and wholesale outlets that
sell to stores or the public and are
owned by Free Will Baptist organiza-
tions, or Free Wili Baptist members
subscribing to the policies and by-
laws of the association.



Montego Bay, Jamaica.

The Calvin Evans team distributing Bibles at Sam Sharpe’s Teachers College in

JAMAICA HARVEST NETS 1,335

PEDRO, OH—The Calvin Evans
Evangelistic Qutreach Association
based at Pedro, Ohio, completed iis
most successful evangeiistic cam-
paign February 11-17 according to
President and Director CalvinEvans,

The crusade was conducted in
rural areas surrounding Montego
Bay, Jamaica in the West Indies. A
team of 10 evangelists and two sing-
ing groups from five states con-
ducted 61 services in churches,
schools, colleges and open-air
meetings, at the invitation of the Ja-
maica Baptist Union of Churches,
Rev. Wesley Green, pastor of the
Bethephil Circuit of Baptist Chur-
ches, served as local coordinator.

The seven-day crusade attracted
over 18,000 people with 1,335 mak-
ing public professions of faith.

Several thousand tracts, 500 new
convert packets and morethan 1,000
free Bibles were distributed to stu-
dents and new converts. Thesewere
contributed by supporters of the Cal-
vin Evans Evangetistic Qutreach TV
Ministry.

Most Jamaicans walked to church
since very few have automobiles or
$4.65 to spend for a gallon of gas-
oline. 1t was not unusual for Jama-
icans to waik five to 10 miles to at-
tend the crusade.

Seven Free Will Baptist evange-
lists were numbered in the 52-
member Evans evangelistic party.
These inciuded Homer Willis, Tim
York, Deon Williams, Charles Wilt-
shire, Danny Claypool, Calvin Evans
and Calvin Ray Evans.

CCC CONFERENCE ACCENTS THE BIBLE IN ACTION

FRESNO, CA—Free Will Baptist Ex-
ecutive Secretary Melvin Worthing-
ton led a bevy of speakers at the
annual California Christian College
Bible Conference, March 5-7.

Six California pastors beefed out
the conference theme keynoted by
Dr. Worthington—""The Bible in Ac-
tion.” Worthington delivered five
major addresses and was supported
by other guest speakers, Pastors
Charles Marshail, Lonnie Raoien,
John B. Smith, Jr., Dennis Pettyiohn,
Vernon E. Gunnels, Jr., and Ted Wil-
banks.

The 1980 conference came just
eight days after College President
Daniel W. Parker announced his res-
ignation. Dr. Parker has accepted
the position of Superintendent of
Schools in Qilton, Oklahoma, and
will assume duties there later this
summer.

The CCC Bible Conference tradi-
tionally attracts Free Will Baptists
from Arizena, ldaho, Qregon and
Washington as well as California.
Student singing groups provided
special music for conference at-
tenders,

HILLSDALE CONFERENCE
CONCLUDES
CHRIST ‘“*‘MAN FOR ALL TIMES”

MOORE, OK—-Hillsdale Free Will
Baptist Bible College hosted its an-
nual Bible Conference February 25,
26, 27 according to Director of Pub-
lic Relations Bailey Thompson. The
1980 theme was ‘'Jesus Christ, The
Man for All Times." Eight conference
sermons focused on this theme.

This year’s speakers included
Oklahoma ministers Tom Marberry,
Buddy Drake, David Sutton and
Clarence Shepherd. Each preacher
addressed conferees twice. Hilis-
dale College President Don Elkins
says he was extremely pleased with
conference attendance and the
speakers' effective scriptural expo-
sition.

The College music department
provided musical groups who min-
istered during the three-day gather-
ing. Hillsdaie's Concert Choir, New
Life Singers and Harvesters Quartet
performed.

The conference speakers urged
atienders to let Christ be Lord of
their lives, follow His example and
eagerly await His second coming.

FWBBC BIBLE CONFERENCE
PULLS 1300 PARTICIPANTS

NASHVILLE, TN-—Hundreds of Free
Baptists came o Nashville March 9-
13 for five days of preaching at Free
Witl Baptist Bible College’s annual
Bible Conference.

Speakers this year were Evan-
getlist Bobby Jackson, Bible Coliege
Chanceller L, C. Johnson, Creation
expert Dr. Henry Morris, Bible
College President Charles A. Thig-
pen, and FWBBC Bible prefessor Dr.,
Robert Woodard.

Dr. Malcolm Fry, assistant direc-
tor of the Free Will Baptist Sunday
School and Church Training Depart-
ment, was guest soloist.

Crowds were especially large for
the evening services. The Wednes-
day evening crowd, largest of the
entire conference, filled 800 seats
on the Activities Building main floor,
plus bleacher seats, anc overflowed
into a lounge eguipped for closed-
circuit television viewing. Officials
estimate 1,300 participated in that

service.
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newsfront

{continued)

FOUR-YEAR-OLD CHURCH LAUNCHES $350.000 PROGRAM

HUNTINGTON, WV—Groundbreak-
ing ceremonies 1o initiate construc-
tion of a fan-shaped 250-seat audito-
rium costing $350,000 were ob-
served Easter Sunday, April 6, at
Central Free Will Baptist Church, ac-
cording o Pastor Carl Vallance,

The building project was planned
to begin shortly after the tourth anni-
versary of Central Church which
started in February, 1976, and met
in nearby Chesapeake, Ohio, at
Chesapeake Elementary School.

The church saved in excess of
$30,000 in architectural fees when
engineers who are church members
drew plans for the 11,000-square
feet sanciuary. The basement will
contain Sunday school classrooms,
a fellowship hail and office space.

With membership at 114, Central
Church averaged nearly $1500 in
weekly offerings during 1979. Cen-
tral Church was organized four
years ago with 82 charter members.
Present facilities at Sixth Avenue
and Fifth Sireet in Huntington were

obtained in November, 1976, and in-
clude a sanctuary, a three-story
brick structure and 36,000 sqguare
feet of land area.

The pastor and founder of Central
Free Will Baptist Church is Reverend
Carl Wesley Vallance, 62. He is a
native of Logan County, West Virgin-
ia. He was converted May 10, 1938
and ordained to the ministry in 1940,
serving early pastorates in his native
Logan County. He formerly pastored
Thomas Memecrial Free Wiil Baptist
Church in Huntington for 26 years
prior to assuming the pastorate at
Central Church,

Reverend Vallance has served for
a number of years cn the General
Board of the National Association of
Free Will Baptists and has been
elected for three consecutive terms
to the Executive Commitiee. He
served three terms as moderator of
the West Virginia State Assocciation
and is presently chairman of the
WestVirginia Foreign Mission Board.

Dorothy and James Cox

YEAR-ROUND YOUTH CAMP
AND CONFERENCE CENTER
TO OPEN 1981

PAINTSVILLE, KY—The Camp Caleb
Christian Camp/Conference Center
featuring 12-months-a-year accom-
modations is slated to open in the
summer of 1881, according to Camp
Director James D. Cox, Sr.

Camp Caieb, situated on a 500-
acre site in the Highlands of Eastern
Kentucky, is within 15 miles of
Paintsville. Plans call for Camp
Caleb to specialize in youth camps
during the summer months with
housing for 200 campers.

During fall, winter and spring
Camp Caleb will cater to adult clien-
tete for prayer retreats, seminars
and pastors' and laymen’s confer-
ences, Director James Cox became
active in the Camp Caleb concept in
1979 and has been stumping a tri-
state, 20C-mile radius around
Paintsville to secure funds.

Cox said the camp’s first full-time
employee was hired March 1. He is
layman Dan Schmidt. A Dayton,
Ohio, firm-—-Woolpert Company—
was tapped by the camp Board of
Directors to survey the property and
prepare a Site Master Plan.

Camp literature says “‘Camp
Caleb will be geared to supplement
the ministries of churches and
Christian scheools. . . ."" Camp Caleb
promises a fundamental Bible-
centered philosophy with thoroughly
evangelistic outreach.






26/CONTACT/May, 1980

CURRENTLY (From page 25)

late February the 13 starred in an ali-night
rock-a-thon raising funds to purchase the
new steeple. They rocked 12 hours and
raised $690 according to Pastor Glenn
Poston of Liberty Free Wil Baptist Church,
Millington, TN,

The Board cof Trustees of Bethel Bibte
Institute, Paintsvilte, KY, adopted a $60,000
budget for the 1980-81 fiscal year. The insti-
tute has purchased a used addressograph
machine to assist in printing the newsletier
which has, circulation surpassing 2,100. Dr. J.
D, O’Donnell is president of the institution.

Bethel Free Will Baptist Church, South
Roxanna, IL, voted io sell their old church
property to another area church according to
Pastor Bill Fulcher,

Last year Bill Campbell of Tulsa, OK, led a
campaign to raise enough money for the pur-
chase of a van for Hillsdale Free Wilt Baptist
Coliege, Mooare, OK. He did this by coliecting
green stamps. The project was a success.
Learning that Hillsdale needed another van,
Brother Campbtell is at it again. He has al-
ready raised over 32,000 toward the pur-
chase of another van and plans to complete
the preject in order for the college to have the
van by the beginning of the fall semester.
Want to heip? Then mail your stamps or cash
to Bili Campbeli, 8913 East 561h Street, Tulsa,
QK 74145, and earmark it for “The Hillsdale
Van Project.”

Mansfield Free Will Baptist Church,
Mansfietd, OH, started a ministry for the re-
tarded according {0 Pastor Fred Dutton. The
group has already enrolled more than 20 for
the special Sunday school class.

Pastor Phil Wiley says, "The church pro-
perty is now clear.” He had reference 10 a
note-burning ceremony at Reynoldsburg
Free Will Baptist Church, Reynoldsburg,
OH, in February to ciear all church indebted-
ness, Pastor Wiley also reported that the
church youth purchased a van for them-
selves 1o use in church related activities. Not
to be outdone, the local Master's Men
chapter built a new office and study for their
pastor.

Members of Ambassador Free Will Baptist
Church, Cincinnati, OH, have seen 20 people
come 1o the Lord in the last few months as a
resull of the weekly visitation program.
Pastor Willey Booth and members have seta
goal for 300 in Sunday school for the end of
1980.

The Free Wili Baptist Bible Coliege Choir,
under the direction of Dr. Vernon Whaley,
toured three states during the spring vacation
this March. Eight services were conducted in
Tennessee, North Carolina and Virginia dur-
ing March 13-19.

Five one-hour prime time television spe-
cials have been autherized by Gateway Free
Will Baptist Church, Virginia Beach, VA,
according to Pastor Dale Burden.

Missionary to lvery Coast, Sherwood Lee,
visited Grace Free Will Baptist Church, Lake
City, SC. After he presented his message and
burden, members responded with a faith
promise commitment of $117 per month.
Pastor Mircheal Jones says the church is
giving $200 per month to missions. 4

CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE

The Pastor

and

His People

PartV
By Leroy Forlines

he previous article distin-

guished between the pastor’'s

officiat authority and his minis-
terial authority.

Our major concern now is with
ministerial authority. in carrying out
his ministerial responsibilities, the
pastor seeks to communicate spir-
itual truths with the goal in mind that
pecple witl apply them to their lives,
Let us examine the nature of his pul-
pit authority.

NATURE OF PREACHING AND
TEACHING

We commonly refer to sermon de-
livery as preaching or that which is
done from the pulpit, while we view
teaching as what is done in a class-
room,

A study of the words used for
preaching and teaching in the New
Testament makes clear that while
some sermons would be aimost to-
tally preaching, others would be
almost totaily teaching. Some ser-
mons involve a combination of both,

SCDPE OF PREACHING

The New Testament scope of
material covered in preaching and

teaching is not the same.

Two Greek words account for the
vast majority of words translated
preachi in the New Testament. The
word which occurs mere than any
other is Kerusso. This word occurs
681 times. It is translated “‘preach’”
53 times, ‘‘publish’ five times, '‘pro-
claim” twice, and '‘preacher’ once.

We will focus on these verses in
Acts and the epistles which deal
with the scope of preaching. The
content of preaching in Acts 8:5;
9:20; 10:42; | Corinthians 1:23,
15:12; l{ Corinthians 1:19; 4:15; and
Philippians 1:15 is Christ and doc-
trinal truth about Him.

In Acts 20:25 and 28:31, the con-
tent of the preaching is the kingdom
of God. In Galatians 2.2; Colossians
1:23; and | Thessalonians 2:9, it is
the gospel that is preached.

In Romans 2:21 Paul mentions
that the Jews preached that a man
should not steal. In Il Timothy 4:2
Paut charged Timothy to preach the
Word.

It is clear that the word keérrussc
{preach) has as its scope Christ, the
gospel and matters that are indis-
putably true so far as Christian truth
is concerned. It does not include the
entire scope of Christian truth.

The second most frequently used
Greek word that is translated



“preach” is euaggelidzo. This word
occurs 51 times. It is translated
“preach’ 24 times, 'preach the
gospel’ 23 times, "'bring good tid-
ings'" iwice, ''show glad tidings"
twice, '‘bring glad tidings,"
“declare,” "‘declare good tidings,”
and by the gospei is preached’ all
one time each.

The word for gospel which means
good news is euvaggelion. The word
euaggelidzo is the verb form while
euvaggelion is the noun form.
Euaggelion means good news.
EFuaggelidzi means 1o bring or an-
nounce good news.

The preaching involved in euag-
gelidzd is not as broad as Kérusso.
Euaggelidzd by its meaning is re-
stricted to good news. It is limited to
Christ and the gospel.

Kertisso involves a proclamation
which may involve ‘‘thou shalt
nots”, judgment and the gospel. In
either case when these words are
used for preaching, the scope is im-
ited to foundational, indisputabie
facts of Christian truth, not the
whole scope of Christian truth,

SCOPE OF TEACHING

The New Testamen! Greek word
accounting for most occurrences of
“teach” is didaskd. it occurs 97
times and is always transiated
teach, teaching or taught.

The scope of teaching is the whole
of Christian truth. This is obvious
from its use in several places. A few
instances will demonstrate this fact.

The Sermon on the Mount
{Matthew 5-7) is considered teach-
ing. "“And he opened his mouth and
taught them' (Matthew 5:2). In Luke
11:1 the disciples said to Jesus,
“Teach us to pray.” In Matthew
28:20 Jesus said, “"Teaching themto
observe all things whatsoever | have
commandedyou. . .."

In Acts 20:20 Paul explained,
“And how | kept back nothing that
was profitable unio you, but have
shewed you, and have taught you
publicly, and from house to house.”

In | Timothy 4:11 Paui said to
Timothy, '"These things command
and teach.” In | Timothy 6:2 he said,
"These things teach and exhort.”
The context makes is clear that
“these things' in the last two verses
cited would be broader than the
scope of preaching. a
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THE OCCULT, MORMONISM, THE
CHARISMATICS, THE NEW ECUMEN-
ICALS, and INERRANCY AND THE
SCRIPTURES for $35, a savings of
§5.70. The <Commission pays the
postage.

FREE

TOTAL :3

GRAND TOTAL

BE SURE TO ENCLOSE PAYMENT.

SEND ORDER TO:
Name

Street

City State

ORDER FROM:
Leroy Forlines, Chairman

COMMISSION ON THEQLOGICAL LIBERALISM
2606 West End Avenue / Nashvilie, TN 37205
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WORLO VISION ANNOUNCES
$17 MILLION CAMBODIA AiD PROJECT

MONRCVIA, CA (EP)—A proposed $17 miltion
rehabilitation program for the country of
Kampuches, the largest undertaking ever by
World Vision International, was announced by
Dr. Stan Mconeyham, president of the world-
wide Christian charity.

The $17 million figure inciudes more than
$1 million already spent on emergency food
shipmenis and assistance to the country's
growing fishing indusiry. The {olal package
inciudes health care, food production ang
meeting needs among the thousands of
homeless young people in the country. Ap-
proval for most of the programs has been
granted by the Kampuchean government.

PUBLIC WORSHIP CONFINED TO
SUNDAYS ADOPTED BY
WORLDWIDE MORMON CHURCH

SALT LAKE CITY, UT (EP)~-Mormon Church
leaders have approved a new schedule con-
solidating all major meetings of the church
within a three-hour block on Sundays, to con-
serve energy and help famities spend more
fime togelher. The First Presidency of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
{Mormon) said the new schedule went into ef-
fect churchwide March 2 in the U.S. and
Canada, and May 4 in other areas of the
world.

Under the old traditional schedule, Mor-
mons generally attended Sunday school in
the morning, returning fo church Sunday
afternoon or evening for sacrament services.
The male priesthood meetings were generaily
scheduled before Sunday schooi, The auxil-
fary meetings tor wemen and children were
usually on other days of the week.

BAPTIST SCHOOL CLOSES
FOLLOWING RAID BY FBI

LYNCHBURG, VA (EP)—The Virginia Sem-

inary and College has shut down temporarily
following a search by federal agents for doc-
uments in a probe inte alleged misapprogria-
tion of student ioans.

in a surprise raid, FBI agents and inspec-
tors  from the Department of Health,
Education and Welfare seized cartons of
scheol documents from both the seminary
and the coliege. Only the college, however,
has received federal money. The search war-
rant was based on an affidavit by two local
people, one a former college employee, cor-
roborating allegations that school officials
had submitted false reports about the eligibil-
ity and attendance of students.

ETHIOPIAN CHURCH GROUP
OPERATES 65 BIBLE SCHOOLS

ADDIS ABABA, ETHIOP!A (EP}—Despite the
upheaval created by revolution, Sudan Inte-
rior Mission related Word of Life churches re-
porl 65 Bible schools in operation in January,
with 3714 men and womean enrolied. The
schools are staffed and run entirely by the
churches.

“We used to think that if an average of one
student per congregation was in Bible school,
the theological training program was progres-
sing weli,’”” SIM’s Brian Fargher observed.
“This year, one area with approximalely 285
congregations has 1200 students in its 21
Bibie training schools.”

GERMAN PASTOR TERMS COUNTRY
LAND OF ““CHRISTIAN ILLITERATES"

PUSCHENDORF, GERMANY (EP) — ''We
have become a people of Christian illiterates.
A basic knowledge of the Bible is hardly to be
found anymore, as Christian education at
home and in church ieaves much to be de-
sired and this is aiready having some dev-
astaling effects,” declared Pastor Kurt Heim-
bucher.

Pastor Heimbucher, who is president of
the Asscciation of Evangetlical Fellowships
within the established Churches, gave a re-
port to the general meeling of the Associa-
tion, the largest Protestant lay movement in
Germany. Heimbucher said, "What a catas-
trophe it is that young peopie after their con-
firmation gdo not even know the Ten Com-
mandments or the Lord's Prayer by heart.”

in this situation of ‘“post-Christian
paganism’’ it was therefore important to “talk
simply, straightforwardly and on an eiemen-
tary levei’’ in sermons and evangelistic out-
reaches. He saw as posiive the fact that, in
contrast 1o their former attitude, church
ieaders had now recognized the necessity for
evangelism.

METHODIST FAITHFUL, DURING LENT,
ASKED TO RECITE IRAN CONFESSION

WASHINGTCON (EP)—"'As citizens of the
United States of America we confess that we
have commiited grave sins against the
peopies of the Islamic Republic of fran.”

The Council of Bishops of the United Meth-
odist Church urged this prayer of confession
upcn their constituents across the country
during the penitential season of Lent. But
many church leaders expressing initial sup-
port later backed off, seeing it as either too
politically controversial or inopportune as the
United Nations attempted to nagotiate the re-
lease of the American hostages held in
Teheran.

Several local parishes as well as Roman
Catholic and other Protestant churches
ordered copies, said Bishop James K.
Mathews of Washinglon, who prepared the
confessfon entitled “A Call to Repentance
and Prayer for iran and the United States.”
Nevartheless, “'there are certain segments of
this country which feet it is inappropriate,” he
said. A

The Secretary Speaks

By Melvin Worthington

alance is difficuit for a
Christian to achieve in his
attitudes and actions.

Ecclesiastes 3 declares “To
every thing there is a season, a time
to every purpose under the heaven."
Free Wil Baptists must keep this
principle in mind regarding wark and
worship.

in our day of unceasing activity,
great merit is attributed to working
for the Lord but little to worshiping
the Lord. We substitute activity for
adoration.

Believers are admonished to work
and to worship. Great care should
be exercised lest we should be guilty
of neglecting either. Work which is
acceptable in the sight of the Lord
must be done in the spirit of worship
as it springs from a heart of adera-
tion. We need special {imes tc wor-
ship-learn of Christ and to work-
labor for Christ.

NEED FOR WORSHiP

The Bible emphasis on a day of
worship implies that this is neces-
sary for the good of society and man
(Genesis 2; Exodus 20; | Corinthians
16).
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Men are to labor six days and rest
on the seventh. Plainiy put, one day
out of seven belongs to the Lord.
God set this day aside as a time for
rest, reflection and reverance-—ail
of which are involved in worship of
God.

The duty of worship is often stated
in both the Old and New Testa-
ments. It is not optonal, but an obli-
gation, Time must be devoted io
worship if we are to obey God.

Worship requires discipline. This
is impied in Hebrews 10:25. Wor-
ship is not a passive but an active
experience. Constant diligence must
be exercised lest we neglect the
responsibility to worship.

Proper worship yields spiritual,
physical, mental and emotional divi-
dends. It brings rest, relaxation and
renewal to the body; reflection, re-
freshing and release to the mind and
reverance, recognization and re-
sponse in the soul.

In His plan for mankind on the
earth, God designed a special time
for worship. This certainly implies
that worship is profitable for man-
kind when it is consistently prac-
ticed.

NATURE OF WORSHIP

The QOld Testament idea of wor-
ship inciuded a reverent attitude of
mind and bedy combined with reli-
gious adoration, obedience and
service. Worship in the New Testa-
ment combines the reverent attitude

of mind and body and feelings of
awe, veneration and adoration.

John 4:23-24, Acts 17:25 and Phil-
ippians 3:3 are basic passages that
present Christian worship. The God
who is spirit requires worship of Him
to be in spirit and truth, Worship is
something far deeper than mere hu-
man emoticn or surrender of wiil,

It is the response of God's Spirit
in us to Him, causing us fo cry
“Abba, Father.” Worship is man's
loving attempt to pay his unpayable
debt of love to God.

Public worship is clearly taught in
the scriptures. Believers shouid
gather together for periods of wor-
ship, since pubiic worship is essen-
tial to the Christian life.

As important as public worship is,
it is not a substitute for private wor-
ship. Every Christian needs a spe-
cific period and place where he wor-
ships the Lord. Private periods of
perusing the scriptures, praising the
Sovereign and praying in the Spirit
mandate the Christian’s well being.

A key ingredient o remember in
both public and private worship is
that it is always personal. Worshipis
dependent on a personal relation-
ship with the Lord. It may be either
public or private, but it is atways per-
sonat.

NEGLECT OF WORSHIP

To neglect worship is to disobey
God. God demands our worship, and
to refuse to fulfill His demands

drives us from Him,

The disposition of saints is greatly
affected by neglect of worship.
Much church discontentment, dis-
couragement, disbelief and dead-
ness is traced to neglect of public
and private worship. Worship time is
not wasted time.

The degeneracy of society
(Romans 1} can be traced to a ne-
glect of worship of the true God.

Neglect of worship affects one's
discernment of the scriptures. In
order to understand the truth of the
scriptures, time must be spent in
adoration of God and asking Him for
illumination. He who does not wor-
ship regularly does not properiy
understand the scriptures.

God accomplished His work of
creation in six days and rested on
the seventh. God's rest commem-
orated His work of creation. The na-
tion of Israel observed the seventh
day {the Sabbath). israel’'s rest com-
memorated their deliverance from
Egyptian bondage. The Church ob-
serves the first day (Sunday) as the
day of worship. Qur rest celebrates
the resurrection of our Lord! &

SECRETARY’'S SCHEDULE
May, 1980

May 8-10 EPA Meeting,
lilinois
Okiahoma Free will Baptist
Ministers  Conference.
Seminole, Oklahoma
inspect Convention Facil-
ities, Oklahoma City, Okla-
hema

Chicago.

May 16-17

May 19-20
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