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By Dougias J. Simpson

¢ live in a crazy world.
The idea of freedom has
become so important to

us that we cannot think logically
about the matter. We feel virtually
anything that leads to freedom
must be right,

But our desperate, unbridled pur-
suit of freedom twists us or causes
us to fose sound judgment, Qur de-
parture from a sensible approach
10 freedom results in our becoming
as insane as our ¢razy world.

How can we stay sane—or per-
haps regain our sanity—in a world
obsessed with freedom? The Chris-
tian approach to sanity in this
reatm is to find a biblical batance
between freedom and structure.
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Christ mentions both freedom
and structure when He states, ""Ye
shall know the truth, and the truth
shall make you free” (John 8:32).
The truth of God provides a struc-
tural framework within which we
are to enjoy freedom,

The Holy Spirit provides us with
the power to use our potential free-
dom: “Where the Spirit of the Lord
is, there is liberty” (or freedom)

({l Corinthians 3:17},

Freedom To Be Yourself

How does a biblically balanced
perspective view the subject of
freedom? First, it recognizes that
our world pointedty tells us to do
our own things and reject struc-
tures that confine us.
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Secona, it cbserves that some
Christians have largely mixed a
Christian and a worldily view of
freedom. If a Christian were to put
the present emphasis on freedom
into Christian language, it ends up
in a maxim something like: ““Let
each Christian do his own thing as
fong as he or she does not hurt
anyone else.”

This notion appeals to us, not al-
ways for carnal reasons bui some-
times for biblical reasons. We need
freedom if we use the gifts of the
Spirit in the variety of ministries He
has for us {| Corinthians 12:4-5).

Similarly, we need freedom from
the harshness, bitterness and
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CRAZY WORLD (from page 9)

suspicion of our own natures and
of fellow believers in order to mani-
fest “love, ioy, peace, longsufier-
ing, gentleness, goodness, faith”
(Galatians 5:22).

Likewise, we need to be ‘'de-
livered from unreascnakbie and
wicked men'' so that “'the word of
the Lord may have free course,
and be glorified™ (il Thessalonians
3:1-2).

We are delighted that the scrip-
tures support the notion of our
being able to do cur own things. If
we are not free to do what we
ought to do, we will be cramped
and stymied in efforts 1o spread
the good news, to serve the Lord
and to grow as believers,

We have all had the unfortunate
experience of being choked spirit-
vally because those around us
were suspicious of anything
different, and eventually they dis-
trusted us because we believed
God made us creative people.

So this maxim suggests some
exciting truths to those who want
to function as Christians in the
freedom of Ged's Spirit and Word.

Freedom To Be Responsible

Upen further reflection, reasons
surface for having mixed feelings
about the slogan. Some of our
reservations are alluded to in the
maxim itself: "‘as long as he or she
dees not huri anyone else,”

Our pursuit of freedom must
never ignore the structural
boundaries of God, the truth of His
word and the holiness of His Spirit.

Strangely enough, little attention
is given to hurting someone else
unless the hurting is understood in
a physical sense, But physically in-
juring another Christian is probably
not & great concern for most of us.
We are not prone to physical
violence,

We may direct our “violent
feelings” into subtie and more
acceptable channeis, such as
verbal and psychological abuse.
We may nurt each other in many
other ways too,

We can ruin a person’s oppor-
tunity for service by spreading
infermation about long-forgiven
sins, We may encourage someone

to go against his beliefs and defile
his conscience (I Corinthians 8).

We can deprive someone of an
opportunity to learn important
truths, We may weaken a friend’s
ministry by failing to pray for his
needs. We can hurt people in a
large number of ways, and our
world does not seem concerned
about these possible infiuences.

In fact, someiimes cur churches
are unconcerned about our influ-
ence on each other.

There is more to the siory of the
insane, unbiblicat pursuit of free-
dom that we see around us. It is
not enough to be concerned about
hurting others, If we concentrate
on hot harming others by our ac-
tions, we miss the main message
of Christ,

The Christian faith does not
promote the idea of merely making
certain we do not harm others. We
are commanded to do those things
which build up each other. Paul
puts it this way: ‘'Let us therefore
follow after the things which make
for peace, and things wherewith
one may edify another'” (Romans
14:19),

As Christians we need to be con-
cerned about more than hurting
and helping others too. We need to
be interested in ourselves. Even if
it is possible--which is question-
able—that our actions have no
direct or indirect damaging influ-
ence on others, they may injure us,

Qur so-called private behavior
can easily curtail cur own growth
in Christ. Our private thoughts of
envy, hate and iust might not
change our outward behavior, but
they certainly contribuie 1o our
spiritual immaturity.

And is it not likely that they wili
destroy cur spiritual devotion to
God and drain us of the Spirit's
power when we attempt to serve
others?

Freedom To Be God-Conscious

We need 1o be concerned that
we do not hurt God Himself. We do
not have the freedom to grieve the
cne person who can make us truly
free. To the degree that we abuse
our freedom and grieve God Him-
self, we actually give up part of the
ireedom we have been enjoying.

And it seems likely that if we are

grieving God, we are aiso hurting
ourselves as well as others {i Thes-
salonians 5:19). God does nof
weep over that which is good for
us and our fellow believers.

In its best sense, then, doing our
own thing ought to be seen as
doing those things that add to the
overall growth of ourseives and our
fellow beligvers and please the
Lord.

We need freedom 1o promoete
such growth so we wiil not be cur-
failed by biases of others who are
not committed to the truth of God
and to the Spirit's leadership.

The Spirit who leads us, of
course, is holy. Remembering His
holiness provides us with biblical
pathways of hehavicr but does not
curtail His creative influence in our
lives. He did not give up His own
creativity when He rested on the
seventh day.

What, then, is the balanced ap-
proach to freedom we find in the
scriptures? How can we remain

sane in a werld that is crazy about

freedom?

To begin with, we realize that
the truth of God shows us how to
be free. We are free to the degree
that we understand and practice
God's truth. We are slaves of
Satan to the exteni that we live in
error {Luke 16:13).

Additionally, we realize that the
Spirit of God empowers us s¢ that
we can overcome the flesh, the
world and Satan. He frees us so
that we can be holy, creative
servants of Christ.

Finally, we realize that freedom
is not the only value for the Chris-
tian, We are nct to be obsessed
with it but are to have a balanced
approach o values which inciudes
pursuing things that are true,
honest, just, pure, lovely, respect-
able, virtuous and praiseworthy
{Philippians 4:8).

It is not crazy to pursue these
things—even if most of the world
and part of the church tell us
otherwise. A

ABOUT THE WRITER: Dr. Douglas J. Simp-
son /s a member of Horton Heights Free
Will Baptist Church, Nashvilie, Tennessee.
He is a professor at Tennessee State
University, Nashville.




By Malcoim Fry

or the first time in my life, |
went to church in my
pajamas.

White recuperating from open
heart surgery, | was unable to at-
tend the church of my choice.
Instead, commuting from my bed-
room to the family room, | turned
on the television set and spent
about three hours attending what
has come to be called the Eiec-
tronic Church.

it had its advantages.

| didn’t have to shave or put on
my Sunday-go-to-meeting ciothes, |
couid declare a coffee hreak when-
ever | felt like it. When the sermon
dragged on too fong, { could steal
a glance at the Sunday paper.

I was able to doctor myseif with-
out getting disapproving tooks. And

I found it easy to iove my neighbor
as i loved myself because there
were no neighbors around to rub
me the wrong way.

Nevertheless, the three hours
felt like six.

A Call to Arms

Being a shut-in of sorts, §
decided to begin my worship by at-
tending services at the “Old-Time
Gospei Hour.”

| got there in time to hear an
important announcement. The
founding father of a conservative,
political, religious movement known
as the Moral Majority, the pastor
announced he was “'formally de-
claring war—war on all the forces
and systems of thought that are
bent on destroying the monog-
amous family” and the United
States free enterprise way of iife.

“Today is D-Day," the preacher
intoned. “'It's invasion day. We're
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going 1o start turning this country
around to make America what she
once was,”’

Despite the preacher's state-
ment that “‘a state of war exists,”’
the program was not without its
light moments,

[ntroducing guest speaker Phyliis
Schiafly, the anti-ERA activist, the
pastor said: “"'"We've never had a
woman preacher here hefore,
We're Baptists, and we don't or-
dain women, But if | were ever to
ordain & woman-—now, don't
worry, I won't—it would be Phyliis
Schlafty,”

The preacher made a strong
pitch for money. Specifically, he
urged his listeners to commit them-
selves to a pledge of 10 dollars a
month for the whole year. Demon-
strating his conviction that it aiso

Ay
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PAJAMAS! (from page 11)

is blessed to give, as well as re-
ceive, he offered hig listeners
“Crusader’s Passports’” and
“Jesus First” lapel pins,

Before being transported on TV's
magic carpet to another program, |
reflected over something | read in
the December 1979 issue of THE
PRAIRIE OVERCOMER:

What is the difference between
liberal leaders in the twenties and
thirties using politics to further their
aims, and fundamentalist leaders in
the seventies and eighties doing the
same? indeed, in the past, funda-
mentalists have criticized—and
rightty so--1he sccial Gospel. Is fun-
damentalism now going to prociaim a
political Gospet?

Don't get me wrong, | am totally
in agreement with the Morai Major-
ity concepi. However, it seems to
me that there are some dangers to
be guarded against in such an
organization.

First there is a danger of becom-
ing so involved in doing the good
thing that the best thing is
neglecied. Someone said, “'The
problems of America wili find a
permanent solution in the Bible
and not at the ballot box."

Secondly there is danger in the
inclusive policy of working with all
kinds of religious betiefs,

Love on The Run

The ‘‘Cathedral of Tomorrow"
foliowed. This program moved
along as fast as cars on a major
freeway. The musical groups
dashed to the podium. The musi-

Full
insurance is now avail-

hospitalization

able for pastors and

church employees. For
details write:
BOARD OF RETIREMENT
P.O.BOX 1088
NASHVILLE, TN 37202

cians left the congregation panting
for breath. The scripture reading
and prayer for the sick by the
preacher seemed edited, as though
to make their mark as guickly as
the TV commercials,

In his make-it-snappy sermon,
the preacher shot me with a full
dose of love rhetoric before | could
say, '‘Slam, bam, thank you,
ma’am."

“The scripture
reading and prayer
for the sick by
the preacher
seemed edited
...10 make their
mark as quickly as
TV commercials.”

As | struggled 1o catch my
breath, the show ended with an
energetic appeal for me to send for
a booklet and a ““You Are Loved"”
pin or pendant.

Once the image faded from my
screen and { had a moment 1o re-
flect on my expetience, | realized
that the show's frenetic pace had
accomplished at least one of its
objectives—it created in me a
longing for heaveniy rest,

Swish and Sway Religion

For a finale, | watched a
program from Tulsa, Oklahoma. By
this time, | was so weary that |
turned the volume down and just
observed—kind of wondering how
my deaf friends view such matters.

it was difficult to determine
and/or distinguish between secular
and religicus happenings! The
music groups gyrated, swished and
swayed—guess |'m not too great
on describing the chorecgraphy, as

others would term such maneuvers,

Looking at the TV evangetlist, it
was hard io tell if he was a man of
God or merely a superb showman.
Evidently, this was a confident,
charismatic perscnality studded
with success,

Like the other ministers in the
Electronic Church, this preacherf
evangelist made a strong pitch for
money. Slides were shown of the
City of Faith hospital complex with
a $50 million price tag. | thought,
“Is this really a matter of faith or
presumption?"’

What on earth goes through the
minds of my deaf friends and non-
Christians in viewing such pro-
grams with what | would call
“‘pressure tactics’ for money?”’
How can they help but think that
all these men and their organiza-
tions—as well as our churches and
preachers—are out for is money?

{ certainly am glad to know from
reading and studying the Bibie that
the Electronic Church never will
become the "One and Only Type
Church.’" There has {o be more
than a gimmick and a gripe to cre-
ate a bonafide community of be-
tievers, Lacking even a Jesus First
iapel pin {| have no lapeis on my
pajamas anyway), | felt like a
member of the “'Lonely Crowd™ at
prayer.

My experience vividly brought
home the truth of Hebrews 10:25:
“Not forsaking the assembling of
ourselves together, as the manner
of some is; but exhorting one
another: and so much the more, as
ve see the day approaching.”

Nothing can take the place of
worshiping God at the church of
my choice and fetlowshiping with
the like-minded saints of God! 4

ARQUT THE WRITER: Dr. Maicolm Fry is
assistant director of the Sunday Schoo! and
Church Training Department.
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SEVEN REASONS

WHY YOUR CHURCH
SHOULD HAUE

A BUDGET

ave any of our readers wit-

nessed the embarrassment of

a pastor or deacon after a
church service caused by the non-
availability of funds to pay the guest
speaker’s expenses?

Without looking very far you have
already found one reason why a
church budget is important. There
are many advantages of having a
church budget. Let’s look at a few of
them:

GIVES A SENSE OF DIRECTION

When the pastor and budget com-
mittee sit down to plan church fi-

l
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By Lee Thomas

nances for the coming year, they be-
come involved in planning far more
than just finances.

They are caused to think about
what the church wants to do con-
cerning missions, revivals, summer
camps, Sunday school expansion
and building programs.

ESTABLISHES FINANCIAL GOALS

It has been aptly stated that we
seldom accomplish more than we
plan to do. When the budget is pre-
sented to the church for approval, in
essence, goais and objectives for
the church are presented.

An ambitious and well thought-out
budget can do much to challenge a
conhgregation fo greater giving and
greater dedication to the Lord. We
have found in our church that it is
wise to set our new budget a littie
higher each year than the year be-
fore~—and a little higher than we
actually expect to meet.
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Christians like to be challenged
and will work hard to meet a worthy
budget. Working out an annuai bud-
get requires a church to plan ahead
on a regular, annual basis.

REMOVES CHURCH FINANCES
FROM ““HIT AND MISS™’
CATEGORY

God's business is the most im-
portant of all businesses. It should
be operated in a business-like
manner. The church budget helps
accomplish this for a church.

It has been said by some that a
church budget is alright as long as it
is used only as a guide. A budgei,
like any other tool, is not much good
unless used. Much thought and
sound planning should go into draw-
ing up a church budget.

If a budget is well planned, a
church is wise to stick pretty ciosely
to it for the year. A sizeable miscel-
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SEVEN REASONS (from page 13)

lanecus fund can do much towards
taking care of contingencies and un-
expected expenditures throughout
the year.

PREVENTS MULTIPLICITY OF
SPECIAL OFFERINGS
AND DRIVES.

Putting out financial brush fires
throughout the year is more of a
weakness than a sirength. One
pastor said that if a person is a
mature Christian he would noi object

to numerous offerings in his ¢hurch.
Perhaps this may be true, but if a
church cperates by a good budget it
will not be necessary to take an of-
fering every ime a need arises.

Many of the so-called emergen-
cies which arise in a church each
year can be aniicipated and during
ptanning session. Visitors are apt to
get a very poor impression of a
church when they witness a series
of offerings for various causes whiie
they are visiting.

MAKES TREASURER’S JOB
MORE PLEASANT

When the budget is being drawn
up, provisions can be made for guest
speakers with a pre-determined
amount 1o be given on these occa-
sions. This preciudes the necessity
of having special offerings or the
deacons and finance committee
meeting to decide on the matter.

It also retieves the treasurer from
having to make decisions he should
not have to make.

PREVENTS OUR NATIONAL
DEPARTMENTS FROM HAVING
TO CONDUCT EXPENSIVE
FUND RAISING CAMPAIGNS

One Bible College official stated
that it would not be necessary for
them to coma to us soliciting funds if
ail our churches would include the
Bible Coliege in their budgets.

_| The

On the other hand, cur national
depariment personnel could visit us
as coften as possible, perhaps enjoy
their visits more and net be under
the stress of a fund raising cam-
paign while they are with us.

ENABLES A CHURCH TO
SUPPGRT ALL
DENOMINATIONAL CAUSES

[t is unrealistic to think that any
church can respond to each appeal
it receives throughout the year from
the many agencies while at the
same time adequately support their
pastor and maintain their buildings
and equipment-—withcut some sort
of a systematic pian.

The church budget makes it pos-
sible for us to suppert all causes and
give more consideration (o needier
ones. When all of our work is in-
ciuded in the church budget, both
the pastor and the church are re-
lieved of much unwarranted frustra-
tion of not heing able to help every-
body.

[t is difficult to think of any disad-
vantages in having a church budget.
In fact, it all our churches would
adopt the budget plan and include
ali of our denominational work, this
might go a long way toward solving
the financial problems of Free Will
Baptists. &

ABOUT THE WRITER: Lee Thomas is a mem-
ber of Unity Free Will Baptist Church, Smith-
field, North Carolina. He is a member of the
Master's Men Board.
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You can have . , .

R. Eugene Waddel

radio preacher chided listen-
ers: “'Some of you are sick
and in debt, living in an old

rundown house and driving an old
car about to fall apart, and saying,
‘Well, it's the Lord’'s wil.' God
doesn't want one of His children
sick or in poverty! You simply must
exercise faith to get out of that
mess!” And onhe went . , ..

But my mind drifts to a story
Jesus told about two very different
kinds of people. The first was wise
because he obeyed God’'s Word. He
proved it by building the house of his
life on a rock (Christ). The other
foolishly disobeyed Jesus' Word and

built the house of his life on sand.
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Both men had one thing in com-
mon. They were drenched by the
same rain, deluged by the same
flood, beaten by the same wind.
Troubie comes 1o the Christian as
well as the sinner.

MEN OF PEACE
Walk through God's “Hall of
Fame” (Hebrews chapter 11).
Marvel at the victories the heroes
worked by faith.
But notice how they were tested:
Abel was martyred: Noah and his
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PEACE (from page 15)

tamily stocd alone against the world
to build the ark; Abraham proved He
was willing to sacrifice his only son;
Joseph was sold into slavery by his
own brothers; Moses turned his
back on Egypt’s royalty io suffer as
an |sraelite,

The writer also states: ''others
were tortured, not accepting deliver-
ance; that they might obiain a better
resurrection: and others had triai of
cruel mockings and scourgings,
yea, moreover of bonds and impris-
onment: they were stoned, they
were sawn asunder, were tempted,
were slain with the sword: they
wandered about in sheepskins and
goatskins; being destitute, afflicted,
tormented; (Of whom the world was
not worthy)) they wandered in
deserts, and in mountains, and in
dens and caves of the earth”
{(Hebrews 11:36-38).

Though God has not promised us
life free from problems and pain, He
enables us to endure through the
gift of His peace. Jesus spent the
iast hours before His death prepar-
ing His disciples for His departure.

He promised: '‘Peace { leave with
you, my peace | give untc you: not
as the world giveth, give | unto you,
Let not your heart be troubled,
neither et it be afraid’” (John 14:27).

STRUGGLE FOR PEACE

Jesus distinguished between the
world's kind of peace and God's
peace. The world's peace concept
is superficial. The average man
thinks the quiet person who only
speaks when spoken to has peace.

But many of this type are volca-
noes, waiting o erupt.

According to Francis Shaeffer,
people in our time place more
value on personal peace than any-
thing, except possibly their af-
fluence. But these pecple think of
peace as simply being let alone,

The world's peace depends on
external circumstances. It is, there-

stormy sky with lightning zig-zagging
across the horizon. Wind bent the
trees. A smali creek churned out of
its banks because of the flood hurry-
ing downhill.

But attention was drawn ¢ a spot
just a few feet above the raging
waters. Under a rocky ledge a bird
calmiy nesied, The artist had given
his interpretation ¢of peace.

“The average man thinks the quiet

person who only speaks when spoken

to has peace ... when he may be a

smoldering volcano.”

fore, fragile, 1iemporary and
transient. The world settles for
psychologicaily-induced peace un-
substantiated by scriptural truth.

The world's kind of peace is
superficial because it fails to deal
with the real disturbance—the real
source of spiritual restlessness—
wickedness in the human heart
{lsaiah 57:21; James 4:1).

God's peace comes through
dealing with this basic problem.
Our guilt makes us God’s enemies.
But when Christ took our sins to
the cross, He resolved the conflict
between us and our holy God
{Colosstans 1:20). Now anyone who
wants peace with God can have it
simply by trusting Jesus (Romans
5:1).

When Japan surrendered in
1945, newspapers headlined the
victory, “THE WAR IS OVER!" The
jubitation of our nation was minor
compared t0 how good the justified
ginner feels when he hears God
announce, "THE WAR IS OVER!"

Peace with God opens the door
to the peace of God. God's peace
tranquilizes man’s spirit in times of
great stress. This gift quiets the
distraught spirit and maintains
inner stability regardiess of ex-
ternal disturbances.

There is a picture depicting this
kind of peace. The artist painted a

We who rest in Christ’s finished
work likewise enjoy the security of
God's peace.

But conditions must be met to
maintain this peace. We must keep
open lines of communication with
the Lord by confession when we fail
{l John 1:9). We must seek reconcil-
jation with those we offend, as well
as those who offend us {Matthew
5:23-24; 18:15-17). We must not
seek revenge but trust God i¢ deal
with our enemies (Romans 12:17-
21).

In Phitippians 4:6-7 Paul cutlines
the steps we must take to experience
God's peace in stormy weather: '"'Be
careful for nothing; but in every
thing by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your requesis
be made known unto God. And the
peace of God, which passeth all
undersianding, shail keep your
hearts and minds through Christ
Jesus."

CONDITIONS OF PEACE

First, we must not succomb io
worry. '‘Be careful for nothing”

. does not mean to be careless about

everything. The word ‘'‘care’ in
“carefui” refers to anxieiies,
worries and burdens,

We must not become willing

staves to our cares. We must not



permit worry, whether over a speci-
fic problem or in general, to domi-
nate our hearts and minds. We must
remember Jesus’ promise of peace
and claim it.

Next, by the broad expression
“prayer,” Paul emphasizes wor-
ship—enjoying God for Who He is.
We must not isolate the peace of
God from the God of peace. As we
adore God and enjoy His fellowship,
we prepare our hearts for His ruie.

Thanksgiving also plays an im-
portant part. As we honestly recog-
nize God as the gracious Giver and
express our gratitude, we are made
ready for His peace.

As a resuit God promises
peace--peace so unusual that it
passes all human understanding.

The scientist cannot unravel its
formula. The philosopher cannot ex-
plain its reason. The theologian can-
not expound its depths.

This peace keeps us like a well-
armed guard surrounding and
securing our hearts and minds, We
are, therefore, able to bear the
troubles that attack us.

The routine of housework, church-
work and schoolwork was shattered
for Connie Craft on January 8, 1980.
Her husband, John Stewart Craft,
pastor of Unity Free Wili Baptist
Church, Smithfield, North Carolina,
was killed in a car accideni. The full
load of famity responsibilities sud-
denly fell on this busy mother of
four.

People in the community probably
expected Connie to fall apart iike
most people do under such circums-
stances. They were listening for the
agonizing questions: ""How can |
ever stand it? What am | going to do
now? Why did this happen to me?"

Instead, they saw her quietly ac-
cept the tragedy and testify to God's
faithfulness: “The Person | was de-
pending on isn’t gone. He was the
One my husband depended on, 100.”
Connie Craft had peace in the midst
of astorm.

ABOUT THE WRITER: Rev. R. Eugene Wad-
dell pastors Cofer's Chapel Free Wil Baptist
Church, Nashville, Tennessee, He is assistant
moderator of the National Association of
Free Will Baptists.
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By Larry D. Hampton

mericans are worried about
inflation. Rightfully sec. In
fact, apolilastyear revealed

that current economic madness is
the average American’s chief con-
cern.

Even comic strips reflect wide-
spread uneasiness. In one episode
Dennis the Menace was imploring
God to let the prices come down so
everyone would stop yelling at each
other,

So that’s why my wife has been
§0 cranky?

Economic woes are neither new
nor uniquely American. Joseph en-
hanced his reputation as a leader
during an economic pinch in Egypt
(See Genesis 47:13-26). Our country
could use a man with Joseph’s fi-
nancial savvy and saintly character
to help us formulate sound fiscal
and moral policies. We now face the
threat of bankruptey in both areas.

Ancieni Israelites are very much
our contemporaries. While God's
house was in ruin, they lived in fine
homes. Haggai described their pre-
dicament (or was it ours?).

“Ye have sown much, and bring
in little; ye eat, but ye have not
enough; ye drink, bui ye are not

filled with drink; ye ciothe you, but
there is none warm; and he that
earneth wages earneth wages to put
it into a bag with holes’ (1:8).

GET FACTS STRAIGHT

The Bible places money or mate-
rial possessions in proper perspec-
tive, "The fear of the LORD is clean,
enduring for ever: the judgments of
the LORD are true and righteous al-
together. More to be desired are
they than gold, yea, than much fine
gold {Even at today’s highly inflated
prices!). sweeter aiso than honey
and the honeycomb' {Psaim 198,
10).

Paul warned Timothy about the
dangers of loving money. Although
money is not inherently evil, desire
for it gives hirth to many sinful piois



and wicked schemes in the hearts of
those who caovet.

Such greed has even prompted
some fo deny their faith. (A rather
poor bargain for ones so gifted in
making profit from every imaginable
‘‘deal.'"} The folly of hoarding goods
for one’s personal use is seen in the
realization of man's mortality.

Death makes paupers of us all.
Like they say, ""You can’t take it with
you.”

Hear the wisdom of Solomon:
"“He that loveth silver shall not be
satisfied with silver; nor he that lov-
eth abundance with increase; this is
also vanity'' (Ecclesiastes 5:10).

Now hear wisdom penned by the
madern sage Francis Schaeffer:

As the more Christian-dominated
consensus weakened, the majority of
people adopted two impoverished val-
ues: personal peace and affluence.

Personal peace means just to be let
aione, not to be troubled by the
troubles of other people, whether
across the world or across the city—
to live one’s life with minimal possibil-
ities of being personally disturbed.

Personal peace means wanting to
have my personal life patiern undis-
turbed in my lifetime, regardiess of
what the result will be in the iifetimes
of my children and grandchildren.

Affluence means an overwhelming
and ever-increasing prosperity—a life
made up of things, things, and more
things—a success judged by an ever-
higher ievel of material abundance.

Alas, many, if not most, still fail to
understand that “‘a man’s life con-
sisteth not in the abundance of the
things which he possesseth.™

“'Give me neither poverty nor
riches.” | can understand why
Sciomon did not want to be poor, but
why did he also ask to be spared
from riches?

Just as too little couid turn a
person inic a thief, too much could
lead one to forget God.

"“Feed me with focd convenient
{cf my allowance) for me: Lest | be
full, and deny thee, and say, Who /s
the Lord? or lest | be poor, and steal,
and take the name of my God in
vain,” {Proverbs 30:8b, 9). Thank
God for enough.

CHOOSE YOUR TEAM

Paul could have subscribed to the
protestant work ethic. Consider
these quotations from his writings:
“If any would not work, neither
should he eat.”

“But if any provide not for his
own, and specially for those of his
own house, he hath denied the faith,
and is worse than an infidel.”

Fallure to provide for one’s family
is tantamount 10 denying ihe faith.
Even infidels care for their own.

There's another reason for work-
ing. To get ahead, right? Wrong. The
believer should not only iabor dili-
gently to provide for his own but also
tc help the destitute (Ephesians
4.28).

Paul obviousty knew nothing of
life in American society. That is

“We under-
stand why
Solomon did
not want to
be poor, but
why did he
ask to be
spared from
riches?”’

definitely not the way to keep upwith
(and hopefully overtake)the Joneses.

A Jewish proverb says “'Eat. You
have to keep up your strength to
woerry.”” Most of us eat too well and
worry too much. In that splendid ex-
position of God's care for us in Mat-
thew 6:19-34, Jesus poinis out the
impossihility of serving two masters.
God and mammon are not on the
same side. You have to decide
which team to play for.

John Milton portrayed Mammon
as a fallen angel, Before his expul-
sion from Heaven he walked with his
eyes glued to the streets of gold, His
love for this precious metal ex-
ceeded his fove for God. He made
his choice. So must you.

Jesus assures us that God wili
provide our every need if we giveHis

kingdom's work priority.  That's
doubly reassuringin these dark days.

DON'T CHEAT GOD

All the resources we have come
from God. In fact, they are His; we
are but stewards of them. He en-
trusted them into our care. It is cur
responsibitity to give at least a tenth
of our income (gross rather than net)
to the church.

In commenting on Malachi 3:10,
Wade Jernigan noted that you pay,
not pray, the windows of Heaven
open. Those desiring Ged tc biess
them surely must not attempt to rob
God of His tithes asdid the israelites.

Faced by the economic realities
of life, American Christians are tight-
ening their bels and eliminating
such nonessentials as tithes and
gifts to missions. After all, you can't
afford everything and a person has
10 have a place o live and food to
eat. Not to mention a color TV and
anB-v. . ..

The Apaostle Paul instructs us to
give as God has blessed us—pro-
porfionaiely (I Corinthians 16:1, 2).
This is to be a part of our regular
worship of God, It should nct be of
constraint but willingly as cne has
purposed in his heart.

Gratefully, the best thing in life is
free. “Ho, every one that thirsteth,
come ye to the waters, and he that
hath no money; come ye, buy, and
eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk
without money and without price.

“Wherefore do ye spend money
for that which is not bread? and your
labour for that which satisfieth not?
harken diligently unto me, and eat
ye that which is gocd, and let your
soul delight itself in fatness.

“Incline your ear, and come unto
me: hear, and your soul shall live;
and | will make an everlasting cov-
enant with you, even the sure
mercies of David" {Isaiah 55:1-3).

So, “"be content with such things
as ye have: for he hath said, | will
never leave thee, nor forsake thee.”

Inflation can't scare Him off. A re-
cession won't send Him packing.
He's with you to stay. And despite
inflation that makes you rich. A

ABOUT THE WRITER: Larry Hampton Is a
member of Cofer's Chapel Free Will Baptist
Church, Nashville, Tennessee. He manages
the editorial division of the Sunday School
and Church Training Department.

19/CONTACT/July 80



FREE WILL BAPTIST

newsfront

HEV EJ BLACKWELDEH DENDM!NATIONAL PELLAR ENDS 54-YEAR MINISTRY

GAINESVILLE, FL
—"“One of the
homiletical gen-
iuses of our de-
nomination is
silent,” assessed
Dr. Melvin Wor-
thington, execu-
tive secretary of
the National As-
sociation of Free Will Baptists, upon
learning of Rev. |. J. Blackweider's
death on May 9, 1880.

Isaac Joshua (lke) Blackwelder,
83, died in Gainesville, Fiorida’s
Alachua General Hospital after an
extended iliness. His 54-year minis-
try as an crdained Free Will Bapiist
preacher spanning 24 pastcrates in
six sates began in August, 1926,

Blackwelder ignited the modern
- foreign missions movement among
Free Will Baptists. He saw missions
as the premium area of his broader
ministry: “The maost important part
of my denominational work was with
foreigh missions. We received the
first offering for foreign missions
during the 1930 session of the old
Central Conference at Vernon, Ala-
= bama. They named me foreign mis-
= sions director and handed me the
$28 offering.”

Free WIill Baptist Bible Coilege
Chancelior L. C. Johnson, who with
Harmony Free Wiil Baptist Church
Pastor Earl Langley officiated at
Rev. Blackwelder’'s funera on May

12, said that Blackwelder was a
thorough biklical preacher who had
a good grasp of fundamentai truths
and could articulate them clearly.

Johnson remembered, “‘Brother
Blackwelder never left you fuzzy on
what he believed or what God ex-
pected. He didn't preach cheap-
easy salvation nor ‘coach' people
who came tfo the altar. He believed
that God's sovereignty could do
more for a praying sinner than
man’s formulas. He was a great in-
fluence in my life. He ieft a number
of sons in the ministry.”

Brother Blackwelder's ministry
flourished with variety. Although he
was a committed practitioner of ex-
pository preaching, Dr. L. C. Johnson
said Blackwelder wrote hymns and
taughi music with the same preci-
sion that he preached.

Wiilliam Henry Oliver {76}, who
taught Blackwelder Englishat Eureka
College, said, ''I've taught hundreds

and hundreds of students. . J. ranks,

right up at the top with the best. He
had a briiliant, logical mind. He
never made the same mistaketwice.

“When Brother Blackwelder be-
came my pastor at East Naghville
Church, he was always ready when
he entered the pulpit. 1. J. was not an
orator. His speaking voice was not
cutstanding, but his sermons were.”

Blackwelder, born December 16,
1896, in Union County, Florida, kept
his hand in print journalism by writ-

o

ing a Sunday school aquarterly, the
Adult Free Will Baptist Student.

His final five-year pastorate was
Horse Branch Free Wil Bapfist
Church in Turbeville, South Carclina.
For the past 10 years Rev. Black-
welder lived in retirement at Worth-
ington Springs, Florida near Har-
mony Free Will Baptist Church
where he was converted, ordained
and held membership at the time of
his death.

Rev. John L Welch (91} recounted
Blackwelder's influence in denomi-
nationat history: “'In 1934 | went
with Brother Blackwelder to atiend
the Cooperative General Associa-
tion in Oklahoma. We were both del-
egates from the Generai Conference
seni for the purpose of getting the
two groups together. Thanks to
Brother Blackwelder, we succeeded,
and in 1935 the National Association
was formed."”

Rev. |. J. Blackwelder is survived
by his wife of 63 years, Mrs. Etta
Lela Edenfield Btackwelder.

Rev. Blackwelder launched his
ministerial training in 1924 at Free
Will Baptist Seminary in Ayden,
North Carolina, and later attended
Eureka College in the same city. His
education continued at Columbia §
Bible College, Columbia, South Car- §
olina; Texas A & M University and }
Vanderbilt University.




MASTER’S MEN CONFERENCE

WHITE BLUFF, TN~—Sixty-one men
from 11 states attended the second
Naticnal Master's Men Conference
at Hillment Camp near White Bluff,
April 25-26, according to General
Director Loyd Ojsan.,

Highlighting the two-day gather-
ing was a marathon testimony meet-
ing which began Friday evening and
ended at 1:00 am. Saturday. The
fiery testimonials were prompted by
devotional speakers Ron  Smith
(Colorado  Master's Men State
Senator) and Gene Pitzer {Master's
Men member from First Free Will

Baptist
Alabama).

Texas fayman Raymond Lee of
Eastside Free will Baptist Church,
Houston, urged the conferees to ap-
ply Christian principles in secular
fields in  his Friday morning
presentation.

Michigan Master's Men Senator
Gene Castle and FWBBC Professor
LaVerne Miley completed the Satur-
day schedule calling for lay involve-
ment in missicns,

Sixteen of the conferees toured
the National Offices Building and

Church,  Montgomery,

ATTRACTS 11-STATE DELEGATION

Free Will Baptist Bible College on
Thursday preceding the conference.
Music at all sessions were under the
direction of Tennessee Master's
Men State Senator |. L. Staniey.
Wilson Cooper, Master's Men
member from Tippett’'s Chape! Free
Wil Baptist Church, Clayton, North
Carolina, presented Director Olsan
with the keys to a mini~motorhome
for use as a mobile office. (See June
issue of CONTACT, Free Will Baptist
Newsfront section for details).

THIGPEN, WHALEY, HARRISON
TO JOIN FWBBC STAFF

NASHVILLE, TN~—Three Free Will
Baptist Bible Coilege graduates of
the 1870’s return to the college in
faculty/staff positions for the 1980-
81 school year following Board of
Trustees action in a May 13-14
meeting.

Jonathan  Thigpen (1973) and
Rodney Whaley (1974) won Board
endorsement as the Coilege moved
to expand curriculum offering in the
Christian education and music de-
partments. Paul Harrison (1979) re-
places Roy Harris as dean of men.
Mr. Harris resigned to accept a
pastorate in North Carolina.

Thigpen, 28, son of FWBBC Pres-
ident Charles Thigpen, will teach pri-
marily in the field of Christian educa-
tion. He comes to the College from
Randall House Publications, where
he was Christian Education Consult-
ant for the past year. Thigpen
earned the M.R.E. degree from
Temple Baptist Theological Semi-
nary in Chattanooga, Tennessee.

Rodney Whaley bolsters the
music facuity and wiil teach voice,
instrument and ciassroom courses.
He will aisc direct the Mixed Chorus.
Whaley, 28, moves from Eas!
Wenatchee, Washington, where he
Is associate pastor at Victory Free
Will Baptist Church. Mr. Whaley
holds the M.Div. Degree from Luther
Rice Seminary.

Twenty-three year oid Paul Harri-
son, the new dean of men, is the son
of Harrcid Harrison, assistant direc-
tor of the Sunday Scheol and Church
Training Department,

RANDALL HOUSE RELEASES FOUR PUBLICATIONS

NASHVILLE, TN-—Randail House
Publications, publishing arm of the
Sunday Schocl and Church Training
Department, announced July re-
leases for three new books by Free
Wilt Baptist authors and a revision of
a previous release, according to H.
D. Harrison, assistant director.

The three new books are The
Liberated People by Dr. Dougias
Simpson, The Gifts of the Spirit by
Dr. Rebert Picirilii, and a Teacher's
Guide for Faith For Today by Rev.
Herman Hersey.

Dr. Simpson's book seeks o

define whai it means to be free in
Christ, explains the characteristics

““STUDENTS OF THE WORD’* CAMPAIGN

of liberated people, warns of the
penalties for lack of such freedom,
and shows how a person can be free
and Christian in this century.

In Gifts of the Spirit, Dr. Robert
Picirilli lists more than 20 gifts, and
gives insights into their purpose and
function, and shows their interrela-
tionships when exercised in and out
of the church.

The fourth release, a Leader's
Guide for The Minisiry of Ushering,
is a bookiet coauthored by Dr.
Malcolm Fry and Rev, Milton Crow-
son. This is a revision of a booklet
previously published by the CTS de-
partment,

o
o

TO CELEBRATE SUNDAY SCHOOL'S 200TH YEAR

NASHVILLE, TN-—This, the bicen-
tennial year of the Sunday schoof,
commemorates  the vision and
ministry of Robert Raikes who in
178C began the first Sunday school.
The name Sunday school impties
students, teachers, curriculum and
learning. The thrust of this Fall's
enlargement campaign gives
emphasis to the ""school' aspect of
Sunday school, The Students of the
Word campaign was written and de-
signed by Free Will Baptist Bible
College Professor Ken Riggs. The
theme verse is Il Timothy 2:15.
Sunday schools are separated
into the following attendance cate-
gories for competitive purposes.

Division A aver 500 average
Division B 400-500 average
Division C 300-399 average
Division D 200-299 average
Divigion £ 150-199 gverage
Division F 100-149 average
Division G 50-99 average
Division H under 49 average

The Fail campaign begins

Sunday, September 28, and contin-
ues through Sunday, October 28,
1980. Sunday schools in each divi-
sion who experience the greatest
percentage of gain over the 13
weeks average atiendance for
March, April, May, 1980, will be de-
clared winners and awarded first

and second place plaques.
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{continued)

CALIFORNIA CHURCH
DEDICATES NEW FACILITY
LOMPQOC, CA—Members of First
Free Will Baptist Church, Lompoc,
dedicated a new 300-seat sanctuary
on June 15, according to Pastor G.

Clifford Mullins.

The Church purchased property
for the new building eight years ago
and dedicated the original 100-seat
auditorium in 1875 under the leader-
ship of former pastor James Mosley.

The new building is an 80 x50
feet block edifice complete with
pastor's study, classrecoms and nur-
sery in addition to the sanctuary,

First Church was organized in
1963 with a few believers meeting in
rented facilities.

13 WINNERS ANNOUNCED AS SUNDAY SCHOOLS SURGE

NASHViILLE, TN-—Near blizzard
conditions prevailed in some areas
during the March Sunday School
entargement campaign. In spite of
the elements Sunday schools expes-
ienced a good increase in average
attendance. Sunday schools from
27 different states competed, ac-

cording to Sunday School and
Church Training Assistant Director
Harrold Harrison.

The Spring Campaign, Bringing
Forth Fruit, netted average in-
creases of 33.95 percent over the
fall quarter's average for those
churches reporting.

. Fall Camp.
Division Church Avg. Avg. Increase
A 1st Place West Tuisa—Tuiga, OK 513 746.2 45,46%
2nd Place First—Bakersfield, CA 545 879 24.59%
B No Winner
C No Winner
D 1st Place Northside—Tulsa, OK 224 298 33.04%
2nd Place Kirby—Taylor, Mi 206 250 21.38%
E 1st Place First—dJasper, AL 1686 204 28.63%
2nd Place First—Poteau, OK 177 209 18.08%
F 1st Place Trinity-—Ypsianti, Ml 130 206 58.46%
2nd Place Emmanuel-—Wabash, iN 144 221 £53.47%
G 18t Place Captiol City—Little Rock, AR 54 85 57.41%
2nd Place Friendship——Ft. Worth, TX 72 112 55.56%
2nd Place First—So. Haven, Ml 72 112 55.56%
H 15t Place First—Bartlesville, OK i3 38 200.00%
2nd Place Terrill Read—Moberty, MO 24 58 141.67%

PUBLISHER OFFERS 89
NASHVILLE, TN—Every book and
bookiet written by Free Will Baptists
in the past 15 years and published
by Randall House Publications is
now available at 25 percent discount
plusfree freight in a special package
arrangement from the publisher.

Randall House official Harrold
Harrison says the 89 different titles
inciude 47 paperback books, eight
hardback books and 34 booklets—
all written by Free Will Baptist
authors, for the price of $147.52.
Harrison urges this as a way Free

TITLES FOR UNDER $150

Will Baptists can realize the benefits
of reading goed Christian literature
and be aware of the danger of
doctrinal error. He suggests that
churches who may wish to begin or
add to their church library take ad-
vaniage of this oifer.

Mr. Harrison said that purchased
separately, these books and book-
lets would cost $196.70 plus the
freight.

Send orders to: Randall House
Publications, P.O. Box 17306, Nash-
ville, TN 37217,

CONVENTION

TAPES

- Special Order Form

in August

@

CONTACT!

FOUR BOOST VIRGINIA MISSION
GIVE $23.,000
CHARLOTTESVILLE, VA — Three
churches and an individuai gave
gifts totaling $23,50C to Charlottes-
ville Free Will Baptist Church, a na-
tional Home Missions project,
according to Pastor Walter Summer-

fin.

The Chariottesville work received
an $11,000 gift from Parkers Chapel
Free Will Baptist Church, Greenviile,
North Carolina, in addition to a
$10,000 gift from Trinity Free Will
Baptist Church, Greenville. Rev-
erends Jim Nason and Van Dale
Hudson pastor the North Carolina
churches respectively.

Fifteen hundred dollars to assist
with iegal fees came from Bethany
Free Will Baptist Church, Nerfoik,
Virginia. Evangelist Bobby Jackson
contributed another thousand dol-
lars to the Charlottesville mission.

Pastor Summeriin says the new
church, which is on its way to be-
coming self-supporting, had 145 at-
tendees Easter Sunday. Forty-five
were present for the first sunrise
service.



Once each month the pastoral staff at First
FWB Church, Farmington, MO, ministers {o
armypersonnel at the National Guard Armory.
The military outreach began this spring. The
same church reporled a spring revival with
evangelist Lawrence Thompson thal reg-
istered 30 decisions with eight joining the
church, four baptisms and more than 600 in
Sunday worship services. Jim McAllister
pastors.

Georgia's sixth annual Minister's Retreat
met May 20-23 at Camp Mt Bethel in Ash-
bumn, GA, and logged 14 preaching and
leaching sessions in the three-day session.
Retreal teachers included Georgia pastors
Damon Dodd, William Evans, James Ursrey,
Herbert Waid. Preaching slots were filled by
Georgia pastors Wlilliam Mortis, Charles
Beasley, Lamar Parrish, Larry Nix and Exec-
utive Secretary C, B. Dowdney.

One of the Free Wil Baptist ministers with
a long and well-respected track record
stepped gown June 1 after 27 years in the
same puipil. Pastor Leonard Crowder led the
congregation at Walnut Street FWB Church,
Fort Smith, AR, since 1953, CONTACT joins
fhe Walnut Street Church, the state of
Arkansas and the denominaticn in saluting
this fine pastor.

Currently . . |

CONTACT welcomes THE VOICE pubtica-
tion of First FWB Church, Andersan, IN.
Trellis Mayhall pastors.

Spring Welcome Days at FWBBC, Nash-
vilte, TN, altracted 332 visilors. The group in-
cluded 253 potential students and 79
sponsors from 83 churches in 19 states. Bert
Tippett, girector of publications, says it was
the biggest Welcome Days altendance in the
school's history.

Pastor Tim Eaton of Victory FWB Church,
Kansas City, MO, writes about a revival in the
church that netted 31 decisions inciuding 10
professions of faith, 16 rededications and five
who joined the church. Pastor Eaton has also
begun publishing a monthly paper, VICTORY
VISION.

Brookside Chapel FWB Church, Oklahoma
City, OK, got the services of the biggest
preacher they could find 1o celebrate opening
service in their new building cn Mother’s Day,
May 11. Former Oklahoma University football
star, Deway Selmon, who now plays profes-
sionally with the Tampa Bay Buccaneers
spoke twice that day during special services
at Brookside Church. Homer Young pastors
the one-year-oid congregation.

Members of First FWB Church, Poteau,
CK, are closing in on a $50,000 project
needed 10 pay for construction of an educa-
tional and activities building nearing comple-
tion. Richard Gallant pastors.

Even though Gateway Bible College in Vir-
ginia Beach, VA, closed in December, 1979,
the scheol figured heavily in a decision of the
Virginia Legislature according to Gateway

.

FWB Church Pastor Dale Burden, Gateway
Bible College had been in confiict several
years with Virginia's Higher Council of Educa-
tion concerning a Bible college's right to
exist, Because of Galeway the issue was
brought to focus in the Virginia Legislature
when House Bill 214 passed resulting in Vir-
ginia laws being allered thus allowing Bible
colfeges to operate in that state without con-
trol of the Higher Councii of Education,

The Mite High FWB Church in Denver, CO,
was as high as its name on Easter Sunday.
Pastor Chartes Harris said 162 atiended Sun-
day Schoot and 220 were in church services.
After the morning message 21 people were
saved, eight baptized and 11 joined the
church.

it was Willard Tedder Day at Bainbridge
FWB Church, Bainbridge, GA, on March 30.
Brother Tedder joined as a charler member
of Bainbridge Church in 1953. He has been a
deacon in the congregation for 28 years.
Georgia Executive Secretary, C. B. Dowdney,
first pastor was present and presented a
plaque to the honoree in behalf of the congre-
gation. Tom McCali pastors.

The Adwolfe FWB Church, Marion, VA,
chalked up a record breaking atiendance on
April 6 when 204 people crowded into Sunday
School rooms and 235 shared in the morning
worship service. M. L. Messer pastors.

Bethany FWB Church, Timmonsville, SC,
responded to a missions plea by Sherwood
and Vada Lee in late March, A record $2,100
offering was received according 1o pastor
Elro Driggers. i

OUR
READERS
COMMENT

EXPANO TO A BODK?

i had never thought about the home being
the first institution on earth ordained of God,
until the article on page 20 (Aprif, 1980). The
article was easy to understand. We need
more like it by the same person.

Is there a chance that Randall House could
get the writer 1o do & Free Will Baptist book
on the Christian family?

Maggie Hugging
Nashville, Tennessee

READER SEES PREJUDICE IN "*ELECTRONIC CHURCH®

f respond to your recent article “'The Elec-
tronic Church' in the May CONTACT.

My family and | are former Froe Wil
Baptists. | was born, raised and saved in a
Free Will Baptist church. Although | no
longer attend the denominational church, |
was under the impression ihat we all serve
and iove the same God. From your recent
article I have strong reason fo doubt my pre-
vious opinion.

! agree with several points your brought
out in your article, however several points
were falsely and unjustly made.

ft is true that peopie use television as an
excuse for not worshiping in their local
church. You stated clearly many good quali-
ties of lelevision programs. Were all these
good points stated only to be tarnished by a
few bad?

It the so-called “grinning Christianity”
seems somshow unnatural fo you, | ask you
fo stop and evaluaie exactly what a Christian
is to portray. Are we to go around sad and de-
spondent when we serve stich a greal God,

who is greater than all the problems we could
ever face? Doesn't this denomination teach
that "'t can do ali things through Christ . . ."
(Philippians 4:13)? | only see cause for re-
joicing, and yes even grinning!

You also point out the glorification of cele-
breties and former drug addicts. Why is it that
average Americans can be saved and
changed through God's fove but nof movie
Stars, drug addicts or alcoholics?

{ wonder why God's saving power on these
individuais doesn't excite you? Who are you
fighting against? It isn't them against us—we
are all on the same team with the same Cap-
tain. We as Christians should not be fighting
flesh and blood—this means your fellow
Christians, both inside and outside the de-
nomination.

it this magazine cannot better censor iis
articles against prejudice, please in ail love
withdraw our family's name from the mailing
list.

Mrs. Bernice Hyatt
Norfolk, Virginia

-
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READER COMMENTS (from page 23)

‘FRUIT’ IS TOPS

! have really enjoyed the articies of Robert
Picirilli on "'The Frujt of the Spirit."" It is a les-
s0n we could study every month, especially
the one on patience.

Thank you so much for the thoughtful
articles presented in CONTACT.

Mrs. Suve E. Moore
Tucson, Arizona

“'WORKING'' PASTOR FELLOWSHIPS
THROUGH CONTACT

Thank you for CONTACT. It fitis a gap in my
minisiry. As the founder and current pastor
of Victory Free Will Baptist Church in An-
drews, | of necessity am having to work out-
sfde the church fuiltime, since the church is
not vet self-supporting.

Because of this secuiar work | miss many
meetings in the slate (some quarterlies,
annual, sfate} and have missed the national
for several years now.

! feef, though, that witih my monthiy feflow-
ship with CONTACT, I'm not really thal bad
off. It fills the gap and keeps me in touch with
happenings in the denomination | dearly love.

Rev. [. Bennie Turner, Pastor
Victory Free Will Baptist Church
Andrews, North Carolfina

CPA TAKES COURAGE
FROM FORLINES’ ARTICLE

! would like fo add my support to Jack For-
lines' article in the April CONTACT eniitled,
“Maturity in Missionary Funding". l am a Cer-
tified Public Accountant by trade and acted
as treasurer for our focal church for approx-
imately 10 years. ! am very much aware of
the time, effort, and expense involved in
maintaining individual missionary accounis.

Cerntainly the burden placed on new ap-
pointees should be given consideration,
along with the psychological effect of being
nofified that their account is overdrawn, | cer-
tainly agree that it is well to have the mission-
aries visit the local churches and encourage
them to suppert missions.

i have been thinking of this for several
years, but did not have the courage to puf
forth this point of view.

! certainly believe that we should give full
consideration to Mr. Forlines’ suggestions.

Thomas A. Collins
Winter Haven, Florida

DECRIES JUDGMENT PASSED
ON FUNERAL DIRECTORS

in reference to the article in March
CONTACT Magazine, enlitled "Are Funerals
Sacred Cows”.

it appears fo me that the writer had a bad
experience with a funeral director or funerai
home, and now he had passed judgment on
ali funeral directors and all funeral homes.

fcertainly cbject fo the commaent aboul the
funeral director adding to one's intelfectual
and emotional problems at death. Referring
to them as "kindly, sympathic, well-dressed,
somber men (many times a personal friend)
who tells us not to worry, that he will take
care of alf the details.”

What, rmay | ask, would you have a funeral
director say tc a family that has just lost
socmeone very dear to them? The funeral
director has been called because the family
wishes someone to assume responsibifity for
them and see that details are taken care of.

The comment about the major portion of
the funeral expense being the caskef is
simply untrue. The major funeral service ex-
pense is the faciitiies, molor equipment and
professional services. The casket is the least
expensive iterm in the service.

The ariicle sfated we should break with
tradition. ! for one arn glad we hold totradition
when it comes to burial of the dead. The em-
balming was not important they said, | must
disagree again. The primary purpose for em-
balming is disinfection and sanitation of the
body after deaith. And to present that family a
favorable memory picture of that foved one.

I do, however, agree on one point—the
statement concerning the prearranging of the
funeral service. | feel very sfrongly that if
helps those members of the family that are
making the arrangements.

twrote this because ! feel there are funeral
direcfors who would not take advaniage of
the families they serve, The March article
placed every funeral direclor in a group of s0-
called questionable characters, and I whole
heartediy disagree.

Jimmy D. Cook, Manager
Fvans-Poteau Funeral Home inc.
Poteau, Okfahoma

READS CONTACT TD BLIND FRIEND

f just received my first issue of CONTACT,
and if looks like I'm really going to enjoy lols
of good reading.

'm one fo share, so I'll read this issue and
pass it along to others. [ read it to a biind
Christian friend. There are arficles in
CONTACT that she enjoys.

Wanda Radebarger, Member
Highland Avenue Free Will Baptist Church
Prestonsburg, Kentucky

CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE

Part Vil
By Leroy Forlines

he first six instaliments of this

series have examined every

word in the New Testament
that is used when one Christian is
addressing another Christian with
the intent of giving direction, correc-
tion or instruction.

We are especizally interested in
words used with the intent of solicit-
ing a response from others whether
this response be a change of belief,
attitude or action, or whether it be to
confirm, strengthen and establish a
person in his belief, attitude or ac-
tion.

The previous article dealt with the
words for '‘preach,’” ‘'teach’ and
related words., We now iurn our at-
tention to words that refiect the
heart attitude, concern and ap-
proach of the pastor in the exercise
of his ministerial authority.

The study is divided between
words denoting a strong tone and
words dencting a mild tone. This



The Pastor

and

His People

article deals with words denoting a
strong tone.

Part Vit {August) will deal with
words denoting a mild tone.

The first words to be examined
are those which have the basic
meaning of command or charge.
Some are used by apostles only,
others are used with reference to
those other than apostles.

WORDS USED ONLY BY
APOSTLES

When we say these words are
used only by apostles, we refer to
their use in Acts and the epistles in
giving direction to Christians. Some
of them are used in the Gospels.

Others may be used in Acts and
the Epistles other than in giving di-
rection 1o Christians. Since our con-
cernisin understanding the pastor's
ministerial authority, we can expect
to learn most, if not ali, of what will
be helpful fromActs and the Epistles.

Diatasst is used by Paul three
times in | Corinthians. It is translated
“ordain’’ (7:17), ''set in order"
(11:34); and *'give order” (16:1).

In Titus 1:5 it is translated ‘'had
appointed.”” While it is not translated
command with reference to apostol-
ic action, it is translated command
in other usages such as Matthew
11:1; Acts 23:31 and 24:23,

Epitassd is used by Paul in Phile-
mon 8 and is translated “enjoin." In
other uses it is translated '‘com-
mand' (Mark 1:27; 6:27,37). It is
translated charge in Mark 9:25.

Orkidzs is used by Paul in | Thes-
salonians 5:27 and is translated
“charge."” In the only cther occur-
rence, it is translated ‘‘adjure”
(Mark 5:7 and Acts 19:13).

Prostasst is used by Peter in Acts
10:48 where it is translated “com-
mand,"” in other places it is tran-
slated ‘'command” (Matthew 8:4;
21:6). In Matthew 1:24 it is trans-
lated "‘bidden.”’

Martured occurs a number of
times in the New Testament. It is us-
ually translated '‘testify,” “witness”
or “bear record.”” Only once is it
translated '‘charge.” This is in |
Thessalonians 2:11 where it is used
by Paui.

In Word Studies In The Greek
New Testament, Vincent says the
meaning is similar to Acts 20:26;
Galatians 5:3; and Ephesians 4:17
where the word marturomai ocours.
All of these are used by Paul,

WORDS USED BY THE APOSTLES
AND OTHERS

Diamarturomal is translated in
the King James Version as "‘testify”’
and '‘charge.' |t is translated in the
New American Standard as
“solemnly testify’’ and '‘sclemnly
charge.”

In Acts 2,4, 8:25; 18:5; 20:21,24:
23:11; 28:13; | Thessalcnians 4:6; il
Timothy 5:21 and {l Timothy 4:1, it is
used by apostles. In If Timothy 2:14
Paul asked Timothy to do the work of
charging.

Paraggelio is used by Paul in the
following places and is transiated
“"command' uniess otherwise indi-
cated {| Corinthians 7:10; 11:17 {de-
clare}; | Thessalonians 4:11; H Thes-
salonians 3:4,6,10,12 and | Timothy
6:13).

Paraggelld is an action t0 be car-
ried out by Timothy in the following
references: Timothy was to
“charge’’ people with regard to var-
ious matters in | Timothy 1:3; 5:7
andég:17. ltistranslated “command’’
inl Timothy 4:11.

[t is important to observe that of
the words translated command or
charge, 26 of these occurrances re-
fer to the action of an apostie. Only
five times are these words used with
reference to action by anyone cther
than an apostle. All five refer to ac-
tion that was to be taken by Timothy.

WORDS DENOTING REPROOF,
REBUKE OR WARNING

In referring to these words we will
not make separate listings when
they refer to activity of an apostle or
someone eise. All of these words
are used to describe pastorat activ-
ity, but they are also used o refer to
the responsibility of laymen as weli.

No attempt will be made to indi-
cate whether the word is used with
reference to action by an apostle,
pastcr or layman since the basic

-
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entire life was characterized by
faithfulness (Daniel 6:4).

PROVIDENCE OF THE LORD

Under the watchful eye of divine
providence (Daniel 1:1-2), Daniel
was taken captive 1o Babylon as a
teenager. He did not waste his time
criticizing or complaining about his
terrible circumstances, for he
rested in the providence of the living
God.

Never once wavering, he was
aware that the superintending hand
of the Almighty was in full control.
His faithfuiness was founded upon
confidence in ihe providential deal-
ings of Jehovah.

Grumbling and growling about
what we have or do not have as Free
Wiil Baptists is wasting time. God
still controis it all. Trust His prov-
idence. Take His pathway. Triumph
in His power.

PRESSURE OF THE LAND

Shortly after his arrival in Babylon
as a captive Daniel faced tremen-
dous pressure from the pagan soci-
ety {Daniel 1:3-7).

The design of the Babylonians
was to brainwash Daniel through
teaching him their learning and lang-

uage. Little did they realize that God
wolld use this to accomplish His di-
vine purpose.

Their training and teaching did
not weaken Daniel, but equipped
him to better serve the Lord in Baby-
lon. The diet prescribed for Daniel
contained a menu which Daniel was
forbidden to eat by God's law. The
denationalization process was to be
completed by changing Daniel’s
name to Belieshazzar.

Society exerts constant pressure
on Christians. There are no excep-
tions. Pressure from various sources
will be brought to bear in order to
conform us to certain melds and
destroy our distinctiveness.

Faithful resistance must be main-
tained if we expect to display a pos-
itive and poweriul witness, Faithful
ailegiance must be given to the Lord
and His law. Disobedience and de-
fection mean disaster. Daniel's
faithfuiness was challenged by the
pressures of the Babylonian society,
but he prevailed,

PURPQSE IN THE LAD

When faced with the choice of
obeying God or eating the forbidden
food (Daniel 1:8-16), Daniel was
loyal to God. He purposed in his

heart that he would not defile him-
setf with the king’s dainties.

Nothing short of a disciplined
dedicated and determined heart wili
enable one to cbey God rather than
man regardless of the conse-
quences. We must purpose in ouw
hearis to wholly foliow the Lord
Daniel's faithfulness was finalized ir
a heart with purpose.,

PRIVILEGE OF THE LOYAL

As a result of his remarkable
faithfulness, Caniel was an effective
witness for approximatety 80 years
in Babylon {(Daniel 1:17-21). Those
who faithfully adhere to the word ol
God will be strategically placed for
service.

Faithfulness focuses on a special
place of service which only the Lord
can give. When God places a man in
a specific place of service, that man
can be sure he is there because he
has been divinely taught, trained,
tested and tempered.

The Sovereign's school equips
His servants for effective empioy-
ment in His service. &

The Secretary's Scheduis
July 16-26 National Association
Anaheim, California
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