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CONVENTION (From page 3)

convention music program again
came to the fore. Blaine Hughes
directed an enthusiastic mass choir,
The North Carclina Ministers’ Trio
intoned, ''I've Been With Jesus.”

Carl Cheshier of Arkansas intro-
duced the speaker, Dr. Roger
Reeds, general director of the de-
partment of Sunday School and
Church Training. The long-time de-
nominational leader probed the
Sunday school's heritage, taking his
text from his own “Sunday school
verse,”’ Deuteronomy 31:12.

His well-researched message ap-
plied the three parts of any inherit-
ance to our Sunday schoot heritage:
the legators, the legacy and the
legatees. Dr. Reeds issued a pene-
trating appeal to the denomination:
"“We must arise and build great
Sunday schools for the Lord.”

TUESDAY—ASHBY ANNOUNCES
INVASION

“'1¢ we will be true to the Lord and
ask God to fill us for the task, God
will do a work in us that will amaze
even ourselves’'--Ohioan Hobert
Ashby pointed to the hope of the
Sunday School in his Tuesday
evening message to some 1500 in
the arena.

His sermon foliowed a musical
selection by the mass choir and a
medley, “Precious Redeemer/God

Leads Us Along,”” by Vernon
Whaley.
Alton Loveless presented

Reverend Ashby, a 20-year veteran
of the pastoral mantle. Speaking
from Colossians 1:25-29, he
stressed with deliberate urgency
three areas of concern: proper
evaluation, prompt evangelization
and purposeful education.

“Ged wanis an invasion; we re-
spond with an evasion,” he
charged.

WEDNESDAY'S CALL TO ARMS

Wednesday's missionary service
—always a convention highlight.
Some 1600 Free Will Baptists stood
and applauded 26 missionary
families who were intreduced.

A men's choraie sang "‘Joy in
Serving Jesus' and "We'll Cast Our

Crowns at His Feet."” Californian Ted
Wilbanks presented his medley,
“Amazing Grace/Grace So Amaz-
ing."”

Presiding official James Murray
introduced South Carolina Pastor
Willie Justice, who addressed ""The
Harvest of the Sunday School.”

Defining ‘‘harvest’” as '‘the pro-
duct of any toil or effort,”” Justice

identified three producis of the
Sunday School: evangelization, edu-
cation and entistment. Earnestly
driving home each point, he issued a
“call to arms’ to Free Wiil Baptists.
Bringing children to Christ, indoc-
trinating students, building families
on the Word of God, working tiil

(Continued on page 6)
















“If you know Christ, you can be
a blessing; you've got something
pecple need,"” she concluded,

PASTOR’S DINNER

“I have never heard Dr, Johnson
any more challenging than he was
tonight.”* Those words summed up
the feelings of many of the 167
people who attended Tuesday
night’s Pastor's Dinner.

Bill Gardner's medley, 'So Send
I You/lt Wilt Be Worth it All” was a
hard act to follow, but Dr. L. C,
Johnson struck responsive chords
with his message.

Speaking from a prepared manu-
script, the Bible College chancellor
urged "faith in the power of God's
Word."

Yl suggest we take a ook to see
that we are not using programs
and activities as substitutes rather
than supplements for the Word,”
he clarioned,

i we as Free Will Baptists are
looking for a distinctive to identify
us, why not consider faith in the
power of the Word of God as that
distinctive?"

For those who tried to pinpoint
convention highlights, this message
stood near the top of the list.

AROUND THE BREAKFAST TABLE

MUSIC MINISTRIES

The garden-like setting of the Inn
at the Park's Tiffany Terrace
housed Tuesday's Music Ministries
breakfast. Sixty guests enjoyed Ted

and Kay Wilbanks' music,
“Nothing Less Than Full
Surrender’  and '“Where Sin

Abounded,” as the early morning
California  sunshine streamed
througn the glass-enciosed terrace.

Music Ministries requested per-
mission from the National Associa-
tion to establish a Music Commis-
sion. Executive Secretary Melvin
Worthington shared that while the
Executive Committee looks upon
the idea with favor, details must be
worked out before the Commission
idea can be presented to conven-
tion delegates for consideration.

Or. Worthington then spoke to
the guests from Ephesians 5 and
Colossians 3 dealing with the min-
istry, message and minister of

music. With characteristic Worth-
ington style and wit, the Secretary
underscored important biblical prin-
ciples involved in a music program.

“The ministry of music must
have a valid and vital place in the
church of God," he noted.

MASTER’S MEN
“Launching Qut for the Master"
—this was the theme for the

1. L. C. Johnson
2. Ronaid Creach, Ken Riggs

3. Fred Lockwood,
Mitton Worthington

4. Jim Lauthern

5. Jonathan Thigpen

Master's Men breakfast on Wed-
nesday morning in the Convention
Center's Anaheim Room.

Hayden Bramiett of Tulsa, Qkla-
homa, was presented with the Lay-
man-of-the-Year award by Master's
Men Board Chairman Don Elkins.

Following two stirring songs by

“Air Force Captain John Blakely,

—
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BANQUET (From page 9)

Sr., of Ohio, Jim Lauthern, assist-
ant director of Sunday Schooi and
Church Training, addressed guesis
from Colossians 1:9-10.

“How do we launch out for the
Master?" he asked. “"Four words in
the text give the answer.” Mr.
Lauthern then enlarged upon the
words, ‘“‘will, wisdom, walk and
work."”'

Loyd Olsan, director of Master's
Men, presented the new "“optional
membership dues plan.” He noted
that this plan gives opportunity for
those who want to have a greater
part in the Master's Men program
to do just that.

CONVENTION
QUiPS AND QUOTES

¢ ""Can we take this weather
back o Arkansas with us?"

e '"Respconse from these Free
Will Baptists has really been
great.”'—An exhibitor from outside
ihe denomination.

e ‘“And what insurance program
are you in?"'--Qne concerned pas-
tor after North Carclina’s probiems
with the health insurance plan.

e "These Californians have ter-
rible  accenis—and they don't
know how to cook.”—North Caro-
lina native Rose Schmoll.

s “Nobody's eating. We've
heard a rumgr these peopie give
ali their meoney 10 the Church.""—A
Convention Center vendor lament-
ing slow business.

o "Anyone seen Herman Hesr-
sey's suit?’—It mysteriously furned
up in Trymon Messer’s closet.

o “The muitimedia. program
was good, but | sure missed the
Sunday night message.”

¢ “Anaheim is a Christian city.”
—Mayor John Seymour: a murmur
from the crowd followed.

o “I'm thankfui I'm part of a
movement whose banner is the
cross.''—Music Coordinator Blaine
Hughes.

e “A  church will grumble,
stumble, crumble, eventualiy
tumble if the peopie aren't hum-
ble.”—Morning Manna speaker
Robert Mcrgan.

e “'|'ve never been happier with
a report. Praise the Lord!”—Rev.

1. J. D. O’Donnell
2, Harold Teague
3. Herman Hersay

E. £. Morris, after Dr, Thigpen’s an-
nouncement of graduate school
pians for 1982.

¢ “This convention will cost ap-
proximately $35,000.'—Dr, Melvin
Worthington.

¢ “This is our first Free Will
Baptist convention, and we've
really enjoyed it.”—The Jacksons
from Oxnard, California,

LOOKING BACK AT ANAHEIM

e |t was surprising but encour-
aging to see miik advertised in the
Anaheim arena rather than beer.

¢ Convenient, clean and cour-
teous—the only words for Conven-
tion Genter arrangements, facilities

. Pam West
. Everybody’s Sweetheart!
. Kay Hampton
. Men’'s Chorale Practice
. Yvonne Wolfenbarger
. Geneva Trotter

10. S. 8. Dept. Booth

L DEE WILL BAPTIST i«

and personnel.

» The Arena seemed spacious,
yet very intimate... and weren™
those padded seats great?

s The public address system
and acoustics were good for a
change. But they ought to have
been—the sound engineer cost
$17.50 per hour,

¢ Did you notice how many old
friends had lost weight? Oh, sure, a
few others had put some on.

¢ Prices seemed pretty high—
guess you pay for being in a tour-
ist-center.

¢ Wilburn Clark of Ontario, Cal-
ifornia, did a tremendous job with
convention printing.  “Run  10C0
more of these, Wilburn!”



* Ushers did well all week long
even though they were few and far
between Sunday night.

® Seems like there are more
and more papers and reports to
keep up with each year.

¢ Ever notice how folks eyes ANAHEIM ,80
automatically move toward
registration badges: | know the
face, but the name . . "' H ind:

« ‘Local commitiees and Califor. IN@tiONal Association Messages on Cassette Tapes
nia folks were great hosts.

* Why do some delegates insist

The cost of the tapes is $3.50 each, or 12 or more copies for $3.00 each, 20 or more
for $2.75 each and 24 or more for $2.50 each.

on  not U:‘;mg fIQor microphones Select the tapes you wish to order by circling the number and piacing the guantity de-
when the)/ re provided? sired in the appropriate boxes.
* Music was excellent. The Tape
mass  choir  seemed unusually  ppmper Subject Guantity
large.
* Moderator Bobby Jackson’s CONVENTION MESSAGES
devo?ionai in the General Board 4 Sunday Morning Service—Jack Richey { )
meeting obviously spoke to hearts.a 2. Pastor's Dinner—L, C. Jehnson ( )
3. “Heritage of the Sunday School”-—-Roger Reeds { )
4. "Hope of the Sunday School’ —Hobert Ashby { )
5. “Harvest of the Sunday School ' —Willie Justice { }
CONVENTION WORKSHOPS
6. “Christian Schoois: The Dynamic New Frontier of the Church”
-~Paul Kienel ( )
7. "Launching Out for the Master"'—dJim Lauthern { )
8. "Methods and Materiais of Bible Study”'—Robert Picirilli ( )
9. “Moftivating Volunteer Leaders” —Harrold Harrison { )
10. "Pre-Retirement Planning”—Herman Hersey { )
1. "Students of the Word" —Ken Riggs { }
12, "Unmasking Mormonism’' —wWade Jernigan ({ }

13, "Using the Sunday School to Buiid Your Church”
—Home Mission Panei (

—

MORNING MANNA: ROBERT MORGAN

14.  Bible Messages #1 and #2
15.  Bibie Messages #3 and #4

a—

WOMAN’S NATIONAL AUXILIARY CONVENTION

16, WNAC Fellowship Dinner—Rose Schmoll

7. WNAC Missionary Service—Lonnie Sparks

18.  WNAC Seminar: ''The Minister's Wife" —Brenda Evans
19,  WNAC Speaker—Eunice Edwards

b e st e
Iv'—/v-a

Please Complets the Foliowing: Total Cuantity Ordered _____
NAME Total Cost
STREET $1.00 for first tape, .50 for

each additional tape (up
CITY to maximum of $5.00), for

Postage and Handiing —
STATE ZIP

Total Amount Enclosed __

PLEASE SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER; DO NOT SEND CASH.
ORDER FROM: AUDIO-STATS / 12800 Garden Grove Blvd., Suite E 7 Garden Grove, California 92643
Phone: (714) 530-3454
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“CLEAN UP TV™
CAMPAIGN

Resolution Passed At 1980 National Convention

Whereas,

There is a growing CCNCern among
Christians across the nation over morally
offensive television programming, and;

Whereas,

Numercus religious groups have ex-
pressed their concern in various ways during
the past few years, all apparently 1o little
permanent avail, since such programs have
become steadily worse rather than better,
and;

Whereas,

The LO.P. Thecry of television viewing,
which states that many people simply watch
the "least objeclicnable program'’, is actively
practiced since television is now ciearsly far
more than an entertainment medium, and;

Whereas,

Television has now become almost as
much a part of the basic environment as the
electric lights, the supposed ‘'soiution” of
“turning off the set’ is, therefore, as unthink-
abie in the minds of most people as turning
oif the electric lights tc oppose 1he
production of poor quality light bulbs, and;

Whereas,

The "turning off the set" solution is also
unjust and unreasonable in view of the fact
that {eievision is nol free; we have all paid,
both for cur sets and for our share of the pro-
grams being presented as part of the pur-
chase price of the products marketed by the
sponsors, and,

Whereas,

“Turning off the set’ is aiso totally im-
practical in homes where children are in-
volved, since it is not possible to monitor the
set twenty-four hours a day.

Whereas,

It seems clear that some within the
television industry who appear determined o
force immoral programming on the public
have convinced many sponsors that because
a set is “on'' that this is eqguivalent to “‘ap-

proval’ and that because a program may be
popular, generally that this proves that the
few minutes of immorality which some
writers are determined te force into the plot
are egually acceptable. Sponscrs who accept
this view are, therefore, convinced that they
are simply ‘'giving the public what they
want'', and;

Whereas,

it is the feeling of concerned Christians
that something simply must be done to
successfully oppose the presentation of
material which is an insult to decency and a
negative influence on young pecple;
specitically, this includes the presentation of
scenes of adultery, sexual perversion or
incest as well as material which treats any
form of immorality in a joking or olherwise
favorable light, and;

Whereas,

Concerned Christians need to direct their
opposition primarily toward the sponsors
rather than toward the networks, since spon-
sors are far more sensitive to negative public
feelings; they are, in fact, the ""Achilies heel”
of the entire television industry, and;

Whereas,

Concerned Christians must recognize that
those whe are determined to force immoral
programming upon decent people under-
stand only one fanguage and that language is
"“money'’, and;

Whereas,

Past experience has shown that appeals
based upon moral grounds are useless, we
must either be content to accept the present
situation as it is, or begin speaking alanguage
which can and will be understocod. The
reverberation of a quietly closing pocketbook
is one of the most powerful sounds in all of
nature. if all of us, at the same time, simply
refuse to buy the producis of specific
companies who promote such material, we
can together speak a fanguage they cannot
ignore, and;

Whereas,

It should be emphasized that this approach
is not censorship (which implies authoritative
restrictions); each company stili has the right
o sponsor any program they choose . .. but,
we also have an egual right not to help
support them by refusing to purchase their
products. The effects of these actions will
simply be similar {o Paul's efiect on the busi-
ness of Demetrius the sitversmith in Acts
19:23-28, therefcre;

Be it resoived:

1. That the 250,000 member National
Association of Free Will Baptists become a
part of the "“Clean Up TV Campaign which
has now atiracted over 420,000 participants
since its initiation March 16, 1980, through
efforts of a local congregation in Middle
Tennessee, by obtaining and signing & form
which warns television sponsors that uniess a
change in sponsoring policies is forthcoming
within 90 days, they will not buy products
marketed by General Foods, American Home
Products or Warner-Lambert* for a period of
three months with that pledge being
renewable every three months up to a year if
positive action does not result,

2. Forms may be obtained by writing
“Clean Up T¥" Campaign, P.O. Box 218,
Joelton, Tennessee 37080.

The selection of Generai Foods (makers of
Kooi-aid, Jello, Shake & Bake, Bird’s Eye,
Gaines Dog Food, etc.) American Home
Products (Anacin, Dristan, Jiffy Pop, Pam,
Black Fiag Insecticides, etc) and Warner-
Lambert {Certs, Dentyne Gum, Listerine,
Roiaids, Schick Blades, etc.) for initial action
came after a nation-wide church survey
indicated that they were three of the mosi
active sponsors of objectionable materiat on
television. Additional sponsors wili  be
selected as the campaign progresses.

The network programs cited as morally
offensive were: 1. Soap, 2. Three’s Company,
3. Dallas, 4. Saturday Night Live and 5.
Charlie's Angeis. The three syndicated pro-
grams were: 1. The Newlywed Game, 2. The
Dating Game, and 3. Three's ACrowd. &




By Floyd Wolfenbarger

he Ohio Ministers'/Laymens’

Retreat last February, crystal-

ized into a superlative spiritual
feast triggered by a single event
which occurred during the closing
session.

A layman from one of the western
churches stood to express a sincere
confession of malice against a
minister who had offended him.
Reconciliation followed and resent-
ment was put away. The spiritual
phenomena that ensued was one of
peace. Such times of confession are
not so rare that we haven't observed
them before. But they are too un-
common.

Free Will Baptisis, the people of
the “basin and towel”’, might be ex-
pected to be forbearing, forgiving

and longsuffering. Why then is not
malice always put away? What
makes forgiveness so hard?

What Makes Forgiveness
Difficult?

Forgiveness seems much easier
if the pain of the offense is not great.
The most important factor is not the
offense as such but the offender. “'A
brother offended is harder to be won
than a strong city.”” It is clear then
that affinity is an obstacie 1o forgive-
ness.

Julius Caesar was hurt most
deeply by the wound of his friend,
Brutus. For Jesus to forgive the
Roman soldiers is not nearly so
striking as His forgiveness of Peter
and the disciples. It is always easier
to forgive an enemy than a friend.

The threats of enemies can be
more readily forgotten than the
treachery of a friend. It is not re-

markable that Paui's final grief was
not the decadence of his judge
{Nero), but the desertion by his com-
panions. It is easier to accept the
depravily of wicked men than the in-
gratitude of feilow laborers,

Forgiveness is made hard not
only because of affinity with the of-
fender, but also the attitude of the
offended. Many reconciliations are
not effected because the offended
person has too much at stake,
Matice continues in hearts that have
forgotten the offense. Pride has re-
placed hurt, and pride is too brittie
to bend.

Churches have divided over
inglorious issues because some
signed their name to differing views.
Now the issue is no longer involved,
but the name is at stake.

-
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FORGIVE (From page 13)

l.ike Diotrophes, some are willing
to divide the church, destroy the
ieliowship and erase the work of
god-fearing picneers for something
no more important than “to have
pre-eminence.”” Such people find
forgiveness hard because forgive-
ness wouid appear to be a sign of
weakness,

What Makes Forgiveness
Hecessary?

Forgiveness is nct easy when one
is betrayed by a friend. it is nct easy
if the offense is lost in labels, but for-
giveness is necessary,

The price for possessing an unfor-
giving spirit is far higher than most
people imagine. God has com-
manded that His people forgive. For-
giveness is nct an option but an
order. The sin committed by the un-
forgiving is 10 percent pride, 10 per-
cent envy and 80 percent rebellion.

The person who refuses to forgive
is denying the authcrity of Christ in
his life. God wiil forgive thieves,
murderers, liars, adulterers, the
abcminable; but He offers no for-
giveness to the unforgiving (Mat-
thew 6:14, 15).

The clear suggestion of scripture
is that men forgive because they
have been forgiven. It may be as-
sumed therefore that if forgiving is
thanksgiving to God, unforgiving at-
titudes are reflections of ingratitude
10 God.

Forgiveness is also necessary be-
cause there is a great harvest of
fruit from the seeds cf unforgive-
ness. The yieid of an unforbearing
spirit is bitterness, wrath, anger,
ctamour, evil speaking and malice.
These are specifically said to grieve
the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 4:30, 31).

The clear command and warning
is “Follow peace with all men and
holiness . .. lest any root of bitter-
ness springing up trouble you, and
thereby many be defiled’” (Hebrews
12:14, 15), The unfcrgiving person
must eat the fruit of his own bitter-
ness. He will find that very soon he
is being judged and condemned by
his own narrow standard.

His prayers will go unanswered,
his sins wiil go unremitted, and his
fellowship wiil die on the vast waste-

land of a barren soui. Bitterness
steals the relish from the grace of
life, robbing men of the remarkable
tenderness of heart that attracted
the weary to Jesus.

Bitterness is its own punishment
and is as delicious as bile. It will
leave a man withoui love cr loving
friends.

What Makes Forgiveness
Possible?

To know to forgive, and to fergive,
are two different matiers entirely.
How can forgiveness be affected
once the need is apparent?

iustified and His grace cannot be
mistaken for license.

Secondly, there must be an op-
timistic attitude toward the offender.
“And if he irespass against thee
seven times in a day, and seven
times in a day turn again to thee,
saying, | repent; thou shait forgive
him" (Luke 17.4).

Only the most trying, unfaithful,
unreliabie person weuld sin against
another seven times in one day.
One might, after the third or fourth
event, justify withholding forgive-
ness on the grounds that the {res-
passer is insincere in his repent-
ance. However, Jesus requires that

“It is easier to accept the
depravity of wicked men than
the ingratitude of fellow

laborers.”

First, there must be an open
approach to offense. The teaching
of Jesus peints out that the offended
person should take responsibility in
making clear that a trespass has
occurred. “Take need tc yourselves:
If thy brother trespass against thee,
rebuke him; and if he repent, forgive
him'' {Luke 17:3).

Repentance is clearly a condition
of forgiveness, but it seems alsc
clear that rebuke is a provocation to
repentance. Malice and bitterness
often grow in hearts because those
offended lacked the courage tC re-
buke the offender.

To be silent about a trespass
short-circuits God's prescription for
reconciliation. The offender goes
unrepentant, and the offended goes
unforgiving. Both are guiity of en-
dangering the purity and unity of
fellowship in the church.

Many suffer spiritual infection be-
cause trespasses have been treated
with a scab instead cf a scalpel. The
Lord rebukes our trespasses,
chastens our transgressions,
because in this way His mercy is

forgiveness be granted each time.

Forgiving is not the same as for-
geiting, but the offender must be
treated with the same respect as a
person who had not cffended. In
this sense he must be forgiven the
seventh time just as if it were the
first.

Too often forgiveness is ob-
structed because the trespassing
brother is reindicted for past of-
fenses presumably forgiven.

Thirdty, there must be aware-
ness of the uniimited nature of
God’'s mercy. The disciples thought
they understocd Christ’s teaching,
but it needed further clarification.

“Then came Peter to him, and
said, Lord, how oft shall my brother
sin against me, and | forgive him?
till seven times? Jesus said unto
him, | say not unto thee, until
seven times: bui, until seventy
times seven’ (Matthew 18:21, 22).

He then related the parable of
the unforgiving servant. The
essence of His teaching was that if
a person wants to know an accept-
able limitation to forgiveness he
should first count the instances of



; his being forgiven,

Discovering that God doesn't
count His acts of forgiveness
causes the Christian to realize that
he should be uniimited in forgive-
ness. Every Christian realizes that
God has forgiven him far in excess
of his own merit. Therefore it is
unjust to require a brother to be
“deserving of forgiveness. "

Finally, there must be an appro-
priation of the grace of God. The
disciples response to Jesus com-
mand of forgiveness is direct and
simple. *'Lord, increase our faith!”

Even so we must ever be aware

Thank Yo for
ybur G ts lo l%e, .o

that this requirement can .be ful- COOPERATIVE PLAN OF SUPPORT
filied as God in His grace bestows June, 1980
us with His love. increased faith is
believing that God has made for- Receipts:
glverjess not On'y nece,ssary but State June ’80 June '79 Yr. to date
possibie because He has immersed Co-op Design.
Us in a new kind of love, Alabama $ 3620 s .. % 76253
The ability to forgive the deepest Arizona o L 97899 525 75
hurts and forbear the unkindest Arkansas 2.419.91 . 2,494 23 17,778.02
treacheries is found in the Calz.forma 1,420.67 - 1.010.71 6,240.25
, Georgia 995,11 {65.00) 317.00 4,954.56
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grounded in love. Hinois 1,364.61 o 1,621.41 8,767.38
He possesses a mighty power Indiana e - e 103-08
working in him to sincerely say, | :?:1;5 24 i %32'82 1(%;7‘(713
forgive! “And be ye kind one to an- Kentucky - o 100.00 e
other, tenderhearted, forgiving one Maryiand : 251.07 40.00 702.68
another, even as God for Christ's Michigan 1,468.00  (1.204.00) 10365 3‘2:1%3.29
ake hath forgiven you.” Mississippi S C. . .54
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y ' New Mexico o o 12.04 68.77
North Carclina 399,69 (166.00) 254.00 3‘124.57
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' Virginia 57.70 o 37.57 341.50
Washington L. L CL 30.00
West Virginia 8.05 oL 8.05 78.73
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By Marjorie Cooney

am a working mother. Not

the rush-out-and go-to-work

kind of mother who makes
news headlines. Not the harried,
overbusy, no-free-time kind of
mother, either.

But, believe it or not, | am a
working mother, The kind of
mother who feeis that to be able to
work is cne of God’s greatest
blessings to mothers.{as well as to
anyone else) and cne for which |
thank the l.ord, daily.

So i don’t haui my children -out
of bed while it is still dark to hur-
riedly get them dressed and break-
fasted, all the while frantically
racing the clock to get to the office
on time.

! don’t have to worry about get-
ting dependable sitters, either, as |
am my own sitter most of the
time. | would hate to leave my
schoolage chitdren in the hands of
a sitter or daycare center in the
mornings.

What sitter could have the same
dedication and interest in someocne
else's chiidren to be able to cope
adequately with all the last-minute
details on a school morning?

Who can be so organized that
every lost book is found the night
before, each note signed for all the
various school activities, everything
mended, shoes shining, and ali
sent away to schooi relaxed and
happy when mother needs to rush
away before the children leave?

A Different Pace

My mornings are different, |
have time to get up and get
hubby's breakfast and funch in a
leisurely manner, having time to
© give him his customary good-bye
kiss as he leaves for work.
Relaxed, knowing | have my house-
hold schedule, but having time to
do everything in an easy, organized
way.

Then there is time: for medita-
tion, devotions, a quiet few minutes
to organize my day and time to talk
to God and iet Him speak to me,
then perhaps, a little writing before

the bedlam of children getting off
to school.

The hour between 8 and 9 a.m.
is one of my more hectic times,
isn't it surprising how many details
there are relative to going to schoot
today? There seem to be few days
when everything goes completely
smoothly. There are the inevitable
last minute things to cope with—
and sometimes by the time they
leave | feel | have done a day’s
work.

Isn't it surprising the number of
roles a stay-at-home mother plays?
Along with the usual ones, laun-
dress, cook, nurse, seamstress,
mender of broken hearts, tidy-
upper, which would keep a person
busy, there are a few more very
Important but never-mentioned
ones on my list.

Cookie-Jar Theologian

i am a full-time evangelist. Not
full-time in the sense that | spend
every minute of the day doing this,
but still in a very real sense.

| heard this expression once in a
sermon and | thought: how apt a
description of a mother's role. She
is there each time a chiid asks a
question. And our children ask (and
asked) many: “What is the Blood
of the Lamb?"’ my four-year-old
asked once.

""What happens to people when
they die?" ""How can one go to
Heaven when his body is in the
ground?”’ was a fascinating subject
on several other occasions. “Does
God wear clothes?'” ““What is your
soul?"

Being a full-time evangelist
means that I'm here available any-
time (and everytime) the questions
pop up. It doesn’t mean that |
know all the answers,

How many times |'ve wished |
had some theotogical training and
the ability to translate these pro-
found truths into simple answers
that 3-4 year olds could under-
stand.

Also, I'm a fulltime sccial
worker. And oh, the problems that
come to my attention! As chiidren
grow into youth, the problems with
relationships are bound to come
up.
The complexities of human day-

to-day behavior will need explain-
ing, sharing, understanding, ac-
ceptance, praying over. How wiil |
cope with ali my children’s budding
emotions and boy-girl relationships
and the maturing process?

How to cope with the ever-
accelerating joys and spectres of
change in our children’s lives?
How about my peacemaking role
among the siblings? How about the
many day-to-day skirmishes that
must be refereed and resolved?

Yes, | could have a fuil-time oc-
cupation in this department, with-
out being too concerned about any
other department of my over-all
role of motherhood.

Stay-At-Home Worker

People often ask me if { am a
working mother. Of course they
are implying that | have a job out-
side the home. (And also implying
that a stay-at-home mother is doing
nothing worth-while.} When some-
one asks me this question | always
reply with, “Yes, I'm a working
mother," To the next inevitable
question, “Where do you work? or
what kind of work are you doing?"
{ faughingly clue them in 1o the
fact that my work is very interest-
ing and demanding—! work at
home,

| am all in favor of working
mothers when the work is like that
mentioned in Proverbs 31:13, “She
seeketh wool and fiax and worketh
diligently with her hands.”

Really, | feel | am worthy of that
title, for there is so much to do in
the making of a home for my hus-
band and chitdren.

The big problem today is non-
working mothers, Mothers who do
not work at the responsibilities en-
trusted to them in the training of
their children.

Mothers, remember that it is not
as important whether you spend alf
your time in the home as it is how
you spend the time that you are
there.

It's not the quantity—it's the
quality of the time with your family
that counts. &

ABCUT THE WRITER: Marjorie Cooney is a
free-lance writer who resides in Scar-
borough, Ontario, Canada.
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Better

Witnesses
Than Men?

By C. 8. Lovett

“Let your women keep silence in
the churches; for it is not permitted un-
to them to speak; but they are com-
manded to be under obedience, as
also says the Law. And if thely will learn
anything, let them ask their husbands
at home; for it is a shame for women to
speak in the church" (I Corinthians 14:
34-35}.

ow! That's rough! You get
the feeling women are to
be seen and not heard . ..
at least in church. The apostle Paul
seems to be sour on women. Some
commentators feel he must have
had a bad experience with a woman
along the line. However, it's more

likelty he was concerned about
women usurping man's place in the
church, something he believed was
contrary to God's will,

WOMEN BUT PROPERTY THEN

In Paui's day, women were re-
garded as mere property, something
akin to cattle and often bought and
sold. However, with the advent of
the gospe!, they were elevated to
equality with men. Paul aiso says. ..

“There is neither Jew nor Greek,
there is neither slave nor free man,
there is neither male nor female; for
you are all one in Christ Jesus"
{Galatians 3:28).

Can you picture what it must have
been like for women to find them-
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selves suddenly enjoying egual
status! Must have been hard to
handle.

With the passing of time, women
have gradually been elevated as the
gospel moved throughout the world.
In no place, perhaps, have they en-
joyed more liberty than in the United
States.

Here we have lady mayors, evan-
gelists, corporate executives, Con-
gresswomen, and one day, perhaps,
a woman in the White House. it’s
not impossible. Women are steadily
coming to the front in every field.
Why shouidn’t they, if they can do
the job—and we're really cnhe in
Christ (1 Corinthians 12:13).

It's my feeling women are even
now in the forefront of witnessing to




the Lord's return. Have you con-
sidered that the first human mes-
senger of the resurrection of Jesus
—was a woman (John 20:11-18)!
With the way men are abdicating
their spiritual leadership, God may
indeed use women as the heralds of
His coming! More and more they
seem to be seizing the initiative.

HERE'S A WOMAN WHO’S
NOT INTIMIDATED

I'm proud of this littie lady. Let me
share a bit of her letter . ..

"I used to be active in political
campaigning, using large speakers
atop my car and passing out political
literature. | would drive through
various cities, touting the candi-
dgates. Then one morning, the Lord
awakened me and said . . .

“You do this for men—will you do
it for me?’

‘Whew! Lord,' | replied, 'that's a
big order!’

You see, | began thinking of the
city ordinances and how | would be
Dranded a Krazee. So [ backed away
from God's call. | stalled Him. Then
received word that my precious son
was killed in a cycle accident in
Germany. | was standing alone in
the bathroom when the Lord said
oneword . .. ‘'NOW#

I didn't have to ask what He
meant. | knew. | said, ‘Yes, Lord.’
That did it. The last candidate |
worked for had some speakers and
an amplifier, which he gave me. |
painted ... JESUS IS COMING
SOON . .. on the outside of my car.
Then | headed South—Dallas, Fi.
Worth, Tulsa, Montgomery, Birming-
ham and Nashville, broadcasting at
peak noon hours--streets loaded
with peopie—and have not been ar-
rested yet/!

A preacher’s son in Birmingham
tofd me, ‘Only a woman could get by
with what you 're doing without being
arrested!”’

““ONLY A WOMAN"’

*'Never underestimate the power
of a woman!*’ There is such a thing
as WOMAN POWER—and God
seems to be harnessing it for His
glory. It has ever been His way,
when someone drops the ball, to use

another. Thus, if men balk at His call
to witness, women may weli step
into the gap.

You see, there's truth in what that
preacher's son said... “Only a
woman could get away with what
you're doing without being
arrested!” Women can witness in
ways that men wouldn't try—and
get away with it. When it comes to
witnessing, they can ““get away with
murder.”” What policeman (or any-
one else) is going to stop a woman
from sharing Christ—even if she
makes a nuisance of herself? This
“edge” ought to be exploited for
Christ.

No, I'm not about to suggest our
Christian ladies come on as strongly
as the woman who campaigned with
her car. | use her story only to illus-
trate the edge women have. Neither
am | going to suggest that women
should recklessly approach men to
confront them with the gospel.
That's too risky. Besides, they don't
have to do that. Witnessing is differ-
ent now that we have the printing
press.

WITNESSING DIFFERENT NOW

When | speak of witnessing, some
women may think [ mean going up to
people and attempting to get them
to accept Christ as Savior. That's
not witnessing—that's soul-winning.
How many think this is what God
means by witnessing? Too many.
And it keeps them from venturing
out for the Lord. So let's clear that
up first of all,

Witnessing is not soul-winning.
Soulwinning requires a personality
strength  which the average
Christian lady does not have. Most
are timid and shy when it comes to
speaking to others about Jesus.
There are not 2 out of 100 (men or
women) who can win souls—at least
not at first. The one thing the Bible
expects of all of us, is that we be wit-
nesses {(Acts 1:8).

If you can bring yourself to the
place where you will take even the
simplest steps of witnessing, you'll
find the Holy Spirit ready to do the
winning. Now that should take a lot
of threat out of this for you. True,
some believers are called to be soul-

winners, but the Bible gives them a
special titte—evangelists.

WITNESSING CAN BE FUN

“Gentlemen, I'm writing to you
because of a leaflet | found inside
the lid of a can of coffee | picked up
at the store. Let me say that | never
pay any attention to the feaflets
people try to hand me on the street,
But since this one came to my atten-
tion in such an unusual way, I'm
curfous 1o know more about ‘receiv-
ing Christ,” as you call it’’ (Mrs. B.R,
—MS).

Do you see what happened here?
Some faithful witness, likely a
woman, had carefully lifted the
plastic lid from a coffee can in the
supermarket and put a small tract
on top of the can before replacing
the lid. And then our lady came
along and bought that can of coffee.
Inasmuch as the gospel reached her
in such an unusual way, she was
inclined to attach more significance
to it. Now that is powerful witness-
ing.

What this witness did with a can
of coffee, you could do with a carten
of light bulbs, a dozen eggs or any
one of a hundred items in a market. |
received a letter from a lady who
found a tract in a box of L'Oreal
“preference” hair color. Here she
was writing to thank me, when |
hadn't done anyihing but write the
tract. She couldn't thank the wit-
ness, so she thanked me ... for
bringing her to Christ!

MINi-TRACTS ARE IN TODAY

Tracts shouldn't be long today.
The shorter the better, because of
our “hit and run” pace of living.
Then—if they reach a person in an
unusual way, they are powerful. This
is why 1 felt led of the Lord to pro-
duce our mini-tracts. My favorite is
“TRY T, YOU'LL LIKE (T4

it's so small, it can fit in the palm
of my hand. Another favorite is “IS
THIS THE BEGINNING OF THE
END?’" which features the universal
product code now appearing on
nearly every item in the stores. |

-
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WOMEN (From page 19)

pass thousands of mini-tracts with-
out anyone ever seeing me do it

Let's say you're trying on a coat.
This tractis in your hand, As you slip
your hand into the pocket, you let
the tract fall. Then your hand comes
out—empty! You've been a faithiul
witness, Or, say you’re looking at
purses. You know how easy it is {o
open one and feel inside. Well—do
the same, again. NO one ever sus-
pects what you're doing. Yet when
some lady buys that purse or coat
and takes it home, she’ll be struck
by the unusual way God has gotten
in touch with her!

WHY BOTHER?

The obvious reason, of course, is
the Lord has commanded us to wit-
ness. Surely, in the heart of every
born-again woman there is & yearn-
ing to obey this command. You can
do it. It's easy when you know how
and have the right toois, What's
more, it is semething you can do
with the Lord.

Witnessing with Jesus is a lot
more exciting than witnessing for
Him. You will find yourself laughing
with Him as He shows you unusual
places to conceal your tracts. Don't
feel you're doing this solely for
those who find your tracts. it's for
you as well. As you pray for the
tracts and talk to Jesus as you leave
them, you'll find it warms your heart
and keeps your mind on Him. The
discipline of doing this, makes you
more Christ-centered.

This month our special features
my book, WITNESSING MADE
EASY. If you are one who has felt
witnessing and soul-winning were
the same thing, you're in for a pleas-
ant surprise. Beyond that, this book
will show you how to operate as a
"'secret agent' for Jesus. Did you
know some of the best government
agents are women?

PROVOKING MEN TO ACTION

It is not beyond the Lord to use
women to shame men into action
(Hebrews 10:24). If He would use

the Gentiles to provoke the Jews to
jealousy, He won't hesitate to use
His women to provoke His men to
action (Romans 11:11,14). So ladies,
you have a iot going for you. Not
only do you have the edge when it
comes {0 public opinion; not only
can you provoke men 1o active
witnessing; but you can keep your
heart on fire for Jesus.

You will challenge men. The Spirit
will see to that, especially those who
claim to be spiritual, When they see
you in acticn and hear your testi-
mony, believe me a lot of them are
going to say to themselves ... “No
woman is going 1o make me ook
bad!”

Then you can sit back and
chuckle aware that God has used
you. S0 while women may not have
all the iiberty they wani in church,
they maywell be . ..

BETTER WITNESSES THAN MEN!
A

Reprinted by permission of the author, C.5.
Lovett. Dr. Lovetf is president of Personal
Christianity  loccated in Baldwin  Park,
California.

OUR
READERS
COMMENT

PASTOR PROUD TO BE
CONTACT READER

{ want to commend your staff for the job
you are doing for Free Will Baptists. Qur de-
nominational publication, CONTACT, is very
attractive and one that we should all be proud
of.

{ also want to commend Wallace Hayes for
his fine article in the July issue. His article
“"How to Help Your Pastor’ will help congre-
gations have a belter oullook on the pastoraf
ministry.

{'m proud to be a part of the CONTACT
famify!

Rev. Bobby Parker, Pastor
First Free Will Baptist Church
Jesup, Georgia

HITS NAIL ON HEAD

The article in June CONTACT titled “NO
SALE" hit the nail on the head concerning
many people’s problems in church work. It is
fong everdue that someone took a firm stand
on the simple biblical teaching of tithing.

i have vet to see & truly strong, spirifual
Christian who does not practice tithing. Fur-
thermcre, | do not ever expect to, since they
are tofalfy inseparable. May God bless this
article and use it to his glory.

We thoroughly enjoy every issue of CON-
TACT. { rate it at the top of all periodicals |
receive.

Rev. Kenneth W. Kirby, Pastor
Victory Free Wilf Baptist Church
McMinnville, Tennessee

MOST HELPFUL ISSUE

The July issue of CONTACT is the most
helpfut issue in a long time, Pastors ought to
be happy with it since it contains so many
interesting arficles from their standpoint.

Thank you for it.

Rev. Gecrge C. Lee, Pastor
Victory Free Will Baptist Church
Goldsboro, North Carolina

COMPLIMENTS FRONT COVER

! thought the front cover of the May issue
with the phrase “Pulling Together to Carry
Out the Great Commission’ was a good
means of infroducing a reader to furn to its
other pages containing its contents and learn
about what Free Will Baptisis are doing.

May the work of Free Will Baptistscontinue
to be harmonizing as we unite our efforts to
fulfilt the great commission for the gospel of
Christ's sake.

Arnold Woodlief
Marianna, Florida

Don’t Miss

““If | Fail

To Forgive’’

(page 13)




Your Church
Library —
IS It Overdue?

By Jean Rasmussen

erhaps you hadn’t thought

about it this way, but it's

people, not books, that make
libraries—people with definite
duties, people with time, people with
needs that books can meet.

Books themselves are secondary,
and that's one reason why a good
church library refuses to be treated
like a second cousin,

Unlike many church projects, the

library is an ongoing endeavor and
should be centered around definite
goals. If not, it will mushroom and
~ fade leaving frustrated church
- members whose time and money
could have been put to better use.
. That’'s why prefiminary prayer and
. pfanning are so important, and why
- a guestionnaire is probably the
: greatest help in arriving at a deci-
sion to the question: does your
church need a library?

After a library committee has
been formed and each member has
given the matter prayerful consider-
ation, a questionnaire, similar to
this, which is designed for the com-
mittee, should be distributed among
the church members.

YES NO
1. Is there sufficient space
for a constantly expand-
ing chusch library?

. Does the church have
leadership with the abii-
ity and training to head-
up the work?

3. Are there enough willing
members to serve on
the staff?

. Wouid there be a jong-
range purpose for the
library?

. Would the use of a Ii-
brary justify the amount
of time spent on it?

. Wouid the iibrary be in-
cluded in the church
budget? 1f not, how
would it be financed?

. Would the library con-

tain both religious and
secular material?
If secular material is in-
cluded, would a censor-
ing committee be ap-
pointed?

. Would more books be
used if they were divided
among the Sunday
school classrocms?

. Would the library be
limited to the use of
church members oniy?

Although most of the questions
don’t need explanation, clarification
of a few might be helpfui.

For instance, a long-range pian
for the library could include audio-
visual materials which would con-
vert the library intc a resource
center with its greater demands,

Since AV equipment is more tech-
nical and expensive, the questions
regarding its use should be estab-
lished in the library potlicies.

Remember that most adults have
access to public libraries, and chil-
dren have both those and school
libraries. The church library, then
must accept the rofe as supplement

or provide church-centered
materials only.

The church fibrary should never
become a depository for castoff
reading materials of its members.

The type and purpose of the
books would largely determine if
they could be used more effectively
in the Sunday school classrooms.
The teacher might want to use some
for reference, but care should be
taken not to use class time for
library duties. -

The work load is also a prime con-
sideration. Most people in a church
are not cpposed to a library, but on
the other hand, they don't want to be
actively involved.

That puts the burden upon a few
people. Often the duties are
assumed by new members who feel
obligated to help, but are not really
interested.

All churches should have some
Bibte study books which are avail-
able for members to help in their
Christian growth. How each individ-
ual church handles that need is a
matter of its prerogative,

If adibrary in your church, though,
I8 in question, it all boits down to two
facts: either your projected program
is oversize and not really needed, or
a library in your church, is really
needed and overdue. 4

ABCUT THE WRITER. Jean Rasmussen is a
free-iance writer who resides in Wenonah,
Naw Jersey.
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A PR EALHER
(v

By Rashie Kennedy, Sr.

ery few churches will hire a
young or old pastor.

The young preacher is too
young and the old preacher is too
old. The troubie is not with the young
or old preacher but with the church.
The church is too sophisticated for
the young preacher or too cold-
hearted for the old preacher:

During the prime years—40 10 60
years old, with 20 years experience
-—a pastor is at his best. |f he is ever
going to be successful in building a
strong spiritual, missionary church
he must do it now.

To tell the truth there are so many
ministerial casualties the first 20
years among young preachers that
it leaves the number much depleted
who ever get 20 years experience,

The church which hires a 40-year-
old minister better hire his wife to
help him in the church,

(IH R EES LR E
ANDRKEN

The church which calls a 40-year-
old minister should also seriously
consider hiring a young minister 1o
assist the pastor. This would heip
train young ministers during their
treacherous first 20 years.

(e CF VEC BLLY

When a preacher has weathered
the storms of the first 20 years and
has endured the hardships and labor
of the prime 40 to 60 years, is it really
true that he is too old. No! No! No!

Now he has 40 years experience.
He is ready to take that mountain for
God. He not only has more exper-
ience, but more Bible kncwledge and
knowledge of people and more spir-
itual power to serve God and the
church,

PREGE VU CEOLED COY
The next 20 years, if God spares
him could very well be the pastor's
most fruitful years. Assuming that
he is abie and desires to serve dur-
ing his 60-80 age span, the senior
pastor could:

1— Pastor one of our larger
churches.

2— Lead and establish new
churches.

3-— Serve as an assistant to some
other more active pastor in
one of our larger churches.

If a church can afford them, teaming
an older minister with a younger
minister could lead the church into
successes not remotely possible
with only one man.

G FLUECEE Ui

Some senior pasters could estab-
lish new churches. They would need
the prayer and backing of mission
boards. This shoutd be no problem
unless the mission boards are made
up of young pastors whe think that
older pastors cannot be used any-
more.

Serve as an assistant? Yes, | know
from experience that an oider—e0
and up—pastor can serve underone
who is a decade or more his junior.

Pastor Frank Davenport of Faith
Free Will Baptist Church, Goidsboro,
North Carolina, hired me six years
ago at age 64. We have had a good
relationship. | have no problem
working as his assistant, God has
blessed our work together.

There are many more 60 plus pas-
tors who could and many of them
who want to continue to be active.
Why don’t more of our prime-time
pastors and iheir churches employ
oider preachers?

It depends on the pastor mostly.
Is he fearful? Is he jealous? Some
other problem?

| appeal to our pastors, churches
and mission boards. Jesus said,
“The harvest truly is plentecus, but
the labourers are few, Pray ye there-
fore the Lord of the harvest, that he
will send forth labourers into his
harvest.”

We have a tried and iested spit-
itual work force among us which we
cannot allow to be igncored of
shelved. &

ABOUT THE WRITER: Rashie Kennedy, 5r., is
the 70-year-cld senior pastor at Faith Free
Will Baptist Church, Goldsboro, North Car-
ofina. He works well complementing the min-
istry of Pastor Frank Davenport.



FREE WILL BAPTIST

\@J newsfront

NIANGUA, MO--Dr. Stephen O}-
ford, NAE’s Minister-at-large and
Director of Encounter Ministries,
will speak five times on ““Revival for
Our Time"' during the September 22-
24 Pastor/Layman Retreat at the
Free Will Baptist Youth Camp In
Niangua.

Olford shares puipit duties with
National Association of Evangei-
icals’ Executive Director, Dr. Billy
Meivin, who will conduct three
“Studies in Ephesians.”

* Dates «
* Place ~

OLFORD, MELVIN TO LEAD MISSOUR! RETREAT

The three-day conference is
sponsored by the Missouri Board of
Christian Education and is expected
to attract participants from sur-
rounding states as well as Missouri
Free Will Baptists.

Dr. Olford is widely noted for
strong expository preaching. Bilty
Melvin led the Free Will Baptist
denomination from 1959-1967 as
Executive Secretary. Both men are
respected internationalty by the
Christian community.

KENTUCKY GEARS TO HOST
1981 CONVENTION

LOUISVILLE, KY—Delegates to the
Kentucky State Association voted to
underwrite travel expenses for the
Kentucky Steering Committee who
will work in conjunction with national
officials to plan the 1981 Nationpal
Convention slated for Louisvilie next
July. Ed Hutchinson, pastor of Rac-
coon Free Will Baptist Church,
Greenup, Kentucky, chairs the state
committee.

Clerk Lewis Dotson reported 197
registered for Kentucky's 41st
annual session which met June 20-
21 at First Free Will Baptist Church,
Louisville.

Delegates endorsed a $60,000
1981-budget for Bethefl Bible Insti-
tute. Eighty "“Friends of Bethel' met
for a fund-raising breakfast which
resulted in $1,000 cash gifts and
$270 in monthly pledges.

The state executive and
credentials committees were in-
structed to investigate a Floyd
County Conference grievance
against the Blue Grass Conference
concerning procedures followed in
organizing the Watergap Free Wiil
Baptist Church near Prestonsburg
and its reception into the Blue Grass
Conference. A special calied ses-
sion of the Kentucky State Associa-
tion was to meet at Tom’s Creek
Free Wili Baptist Church, Nippa, in
three months and hear the commit-
tees’ report.

Two messages highlighted the
worship services. Friday night's
sermon was preached by Pastor
Don Lee of Pikeville Free Wiil Bap-
tist Church, Pikeville. The Saturday
morning sermon was delivered by
Nashviile-based Evangelist Homer
Willis who formerly pastored in
Kentucky.

State Moderator J.D. Q’'Donnell
was reelected with Louisviile Pastor
Lincoln Varney as his assistant.

° WNAC National Retreat

* Theme — “The Thinking Woman”
September 23-25 (15t session) » Se
Pigeon Forge, Tennessee

Two Sessions
ptember 2527 (z2nd session)
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newsfront

{continued)

48 WALK FOR $17,000
FWBBC GIFT

CANTON, NC—Pastor LarryHughes
said 48 members of Canton Free
Wil Baptist Church raised
$17,232.80 for Free Will Baptist
Bible College’s Development Cam-
paign, surpassing their goal of
$15,000 set for the church’s annual
walk-a-thon and Coliege Day, June
14 and 15.

A major factor in the amount
raised was a matching gift program
sponsored by Champion internation-
al Paper Company of Canton. Cf the
26 members of the church who work
for Champion, 25 signed matching
gift applications, ranging from $50
to $1,000, for a total of $6,778 that
the company will match.

Champion is one of nearly 800
companies in the United States that
match gifis their employees make to
colleges. {A list of maiching gift
companies is available from the col-
lege.)

Ronald Creech, director of
development for the college, cited
two factors that he feels were impor-
iant to the success of the church’s
effort. "“Brother Hughes really had
the waik-a-thon and Coliege Day or-
ganized,” he said, "with applica-
tions already on hand for those
whose gifts would be matched by
Champion.

“'He also commended the enthus-
jasm of the people in the church,
which accelerated even after seven
years of holding the annual event.”

The funds will be added to cther
receipts in the college's drive 1o
underwrite a $400,000 renovation of
Memorial Auditorium,

MAGAZINES HAYE A MINISTRY. ..
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ELZ0 BEVAN HONORED FOR 12 YEARS' LEADERSHIP

WOODBRIDGE, VA--Mare than 215
members of Bethel Free Will Baptist
Church, Woodbridge, signed a five-
paragraph petition on July 2 as a
permanent reminder of their “'con-
stant admiration and gratitude io-
ward the Reverend Elzo M. Bevan
for the magnificent work’. he ac-
compiished in his 12-year pastorate
at the church.

The Potomac News gave five
columns in its July 8 edition to spot-
light Bevan and his ministry. The
news story quoted members’
tributes, ‘At least eight preachers
have emerged from Bethel; three of
them are Bevan's sons.”

The tribute continued, '‘We
started with nothing, and now we're
worth half a million dollars with a

membership that grew from 36 1o
250."

In his 12 years at Bethel Church,
Bevan moved the congregation from
renied facilities to their own
property where they now have two
fully-equipped sanctuaries, a double
parking lot and a parsonage.

Bevan is teaving Bethel to pastor
a church in Maryland. "“Oniy hisirre-
futable explanation that he has been
called by God to another church has
made us ... accept his decision,”
confirmed ancther member,

Rev. Elzo Bevan, son of a Free
Wit Baptist minister, has been
preaching 27 years. The Alabama-
born preacher said, 'I'm a Free Will
Baptist by choice.”’

LIGHTNING STRIKES CHURCH AFTER PRAYER MEETING

NASHVILLE, TN—Lightning struck
Trinity Free Will Baptist Church,
Nashviile, 30 minutes after the Wed-
nesday evening prayer meeting dis-
missed causing an estimated
$25,000 damage, according to the
pastor, Dr. Roger C. Reeds.

“I had just gotien home from
prayer meeting when the fire depart-
ment calied and reported that the
church was on fire,” said Reeds.
“The lightning had hit at 9:15 p.m."

According to a Nashville fireman,
if the July 2 blaze had gone unde-

tected another three to five minutes,
the entire church would have been
lost. As events developed, just as
the fire reached the main sanciuary,
firemen doused it resuiting in water
damage to floors, sanctuary furni-
ture and two downsiairs class-
100MSs.

The second story annex bore the
brunt of smoke and fire defacement
in its rafter and ceiling area. Dr.
Reeds said the structure was fully
insured. He estimated a 4-6 week
repair peried.
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CALIFORNIA ELECTS LAYMAN NEW EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

BAKERSFIELD, CA—More than 500
delegates and visitors filled First
Free Will Baptist Church, Bakers-
field, June 12-14 to elect a San Fran-
cisco layman as Executive Secre-
tary. Paul Kennedy, deacon in Sher-
wood Forest Free Will Baptist
Church, El Sobrante, succeeds out-
going Executive Secretary Wade
Jernigan.

Jernigan compieted his two-year
term as California Executive Secre-
tary and announced to the state
General Board that he would not be
available for another term. Mr. Ken-
nedy assumed promotional duties
for the state work and serves as

editor of the VOICE, monthly publi-
cation funded by the California
churches.

California Christian Cotlege won
delegate approvai for a $210,000
budget for 1980-81.

Veteran San Diego Pastor Edward
F. (Butch) Johns was elected mod-
erator replacing Paul Kennedy.

Four speakers developed the con-
ference theme ‘‘New Testament
Growth Principles”. Preachers in-
cluded California pastors Claude
Hames, Sam Hensley and Richard
Kennedy in addition to National
Assoctation Executive Secretary
Melvin Worthington.









Part IX

By Leroy Forlines

he series to this point has
focused on the pastor's atti-

@ tude, concern and authority in
his reiationship to the people in the
church. We now turn to the people’s
attitude and response to the pastor.

The major passage thal deals
with this matter is | Thessalonians
5:12-13a: “And we beseech you,
brethren, to know them which labour
among you, and are over you in the
Lord, and admonish you. And to
esteem them very highly in love for
their work’s sake.”

While including other leaders,
“Them which labour among vou,
and are over you'' (verse 12), partic-
utarly refers io the pastor. The
people were “tg know them’' {verse
12) and '"to eSteem them very highly
in love' {verse 13).

The word translated "'know'' is
the Greek ofda. Greek authorities
are in basic agreement that in this
instance oida means '‘to appreci-
ate” or “to respect” (See Word
Meanings in the New Testament,
Vol. 5 by Ralph Earle).

This appreciation leads the
peopie "'to esteem them very highly
in love” meaning that members
should exhibit high esteem and deep
love for thelr pastor.

When the people appreciate,
respect, have a deep love for and
hold the pastor in very high esteem,
certain things follow. The people
follow his leadership and adequately
provide his financial or material
needs within the framework of their
ability to do so.

RESPECT: DESERVED AND
EARNED

The proper attitude of the peopie
toward the pastor must be deserved.
Of course, a measure of respect
should be shown to any pastor by
virtue of the office he holds. The
pastor should be addressed by
some appropriate title such as
brother, pastor or preacher. A cer-
tain respect comes with the position
or office whether the pastor be
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young or old. While peopie are not to
biindly foliow the pastor regardless
of what he says or does, they should
be favorably disposed toward follow-
ing his feadership and afford him the
benefit of the doubt.

Paul cautions against carelessly
listening io accusations against a
pastor. “Against an eider receive
not an accusation, but before two or
three witnesses'’ (I Timothy 5:19).

This reccgnizes the principles es-
tablished in the Mosaic Law, ""One
witness shall not rise up against a
man for any inigquity, or for any sin,
in any sin that he sinneth: at the
mouth of two witnesses, or at the
mouth of three witnesses, shall the
matter be established’ (Deuteron-
omy 19:15),

This should put us on guard
against starting rumors about pas-
tors. if there is a problem it should
be dealt with, but proper procedure
should be followed.

The respect mentioned above is
owed 1o the office. However, effec-
tive leadership requires more

This additional
must be earned.

It is important to observe that the
respect, appreciation and esteem of
| Thessalonians 5:12-13 were to
“them that labour among you'' and

respect. respect

“for their work’'s sake.” The
pastor's devetion to his work must
be taken into account.

The pastor receives appreciation,
respect and esteem from the people
as he cuitivates the image of an
elder. Elder is used more than any
other New Testament term to des-
cribe the pastor. The word points to
the dignity of the office. This means
that the pastor should conduct him-
setf so as to gain the respect of the
people.

RELATIONSHIPS: VERTICAL
AND HORIZONTAL

Experience and scripture tell us
that a person cannot be a success-
ful leader unless he is respected by

-5
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Free Will Baptists

Those who are spiritually minded
think nothing of local body captivity.

DISPOSITION FOR GOD’S WORK

Daniel's disposition in the work of
God magnified his ministry for a pro-
jonged period in Babylon, He was
preferred above other court leaders
because of his excellent spirit
(Daniel 6:3). Daniel was a man of
divine genius, and when he spoke
there was wisdom in his speech. He
outshone all others.

The spirit which characterized
Danie!l was genial, tender, sym-
pathetic, seeing something good in
the worst of men. An excellent spirit
raises men to supremacy and other
men are glad when they are raised
for they know the more wealth they
have, the more the poor will have
and the, wiser they are, the better
directed will be the whole nation.

DISCREET IN WALK

Another pillar in Daniel's life was
discreetness in his walk for God
(Daniel 6:4-5). Those who would
enjoy permanent prosperity must
walk so as to be above reproach,
Daniel's purpose and policy were
tested at every point, yet no charac-
ter blemish couid be found because
he was faithful.

The humblest, simptest man
demonstrates his Christianity by
industry, punctuality, faithfulness,

obedience, reliableness in all cir-
cumstances and his ability to bear
the test of analysis and pressure.

DISCIPLINED IN WORSHIP

Daniel was disciplined in his wor-
ship of God (Daniel 6:10). Because
he was preferred above the other
presidents and princes, they des-
pised him. They plotted his death by
flattering the king into establishing a
decree that no one could worship
any god but the god of Darius for 30
days. When Daniel heard the decree
had been signed, he went to his
home and prayed three times a day
as he had been doing.

His response to the king's decree
was prayer. This is what our re-
sponse should be. Rather than fuss-
ing and feuding we shouid give our-
selves to prayer,

Christianity is a divine gift and not
under human decrees, royal patron-
age or imperial direction. |t belongs
to the internal man, therefore every
man must be persuaded in his own
mind.

Daniel, convinced of his duty, per-
formed it. Persecution served as an
occasion to prove once again the
genuineness of his faith. His prac-
tice equaled his profession.

DEPENDENCE ON GOD’S WORD

Dependence on the Word of Goed
contributed to his prosperity (Daniel

6:23). Disobedience to the king’s
decree resuited in Daniel sleeping
with the lions. The day following his
den experience the king came |0ok-
ing for Daniel, visibly concerned
about his welfare.

When the king learned that the
lions had not hurt Daniet}, he ordered
him released. The king realized that
Daniel had been protected by his
God. Daniel believed God. The Word
of God is our authority and anchor in
all circumstances. Reliance upon
the Word of God results in
prosperity.

In all his actions Daniel displayed
the wisdom of God. Those who lack
wisdom are admonished to ask for it
{James 1). Daniel's entire life
pivoted on divine wisdom. Being a
Christian does not give one the right
to act foolishiy. 4

THE SECRETARY'S SCHEDULE

{September 1980)

Sept. 3-5 Louisville, Kentucky —
Planning sessicn for 1981
National Conventicn.

Sept. 8-10 Tennessee State Ministers
Reireat, Central Youth
Camp, Greeneville, Ten-
nessee.

Sept.15-19 Special Services Wood-

stock Free Wil Baptist

Church, Woodstock, Ohio.

East Dayton Free Will Bap-

tist Church, Fairborn, Ohio

Sept. 21
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