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HELPER (From page 3)

A young preacher made a statement
that left a deep impression with me. He
said that many people waste years of
their lives because they say that they
have no special callingin God's service.
Yet, he said, if you see a need and you
can meet it, that's your calling.

There are needs all around us. A
neighbor is lonely—we can visit, call or
send a card,

A young mother needs a babysitter
for an hour or two whiie she does her
shopping. An elderly neighbor needs a
ride to the store or to church.

Someone needs to keep the nursery
onSunday morning—to wash the table-
clothes after a fellowship dinner—to
tend the church library for a couple of
hours—to mow the church lawn or
pull weeds in the flower beds or clean
the building.

These are needs, very realand very
important to the smooth operation of
the body.

How canlbe apeople helper?
It is not something | may gain by
seeking it-—it is a gift of God freely
bestowed on anyone who earnestly
desires a closer walk with the Master,

It is a natural expression of God’s
love through the believer. For in verse
31 of chapter 12 in 1 Corinthians, Paul
wrote, “ . . . covet earnestly the best
gifts; and yet shew I unfo you a more
excellent way.”

And then he began chapter 13—the
great love chapter. “Though I speak
with the tongues of men and of angels
. ... though I have the gift of prophesy
... though } have all faith . . . thoughI
bestow ail my goods to feed the poor

. . though | give my boedy to be
burned, and have not charity (love) it
profiteth me nothing.”

WANTED: People Helper . . . Must
ke wiiling to accept any task large or
small. Long hours—poor working
conditions. Pay often thanklessness
and ingratitude. Provides opportu-
nity to train with the Master Helper.
Apply; John 13:34-35. 4

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mrs. Catherine Judd
teaches the third grade at Richards Efementary
School in West Plains, Missouri. She is a
member of United Free Will Baptist Church,
West Plains.

- Light on Lije’s
Questions. ..

QUESTION: ShouldI pay
tithes on gross income or
net income?

By Wade Jernigan

ANSWER: Abraham paid tithes of all (Genesis
14:20). With reference to Jesus’ parable in
Luke 18:9-14 concerning the two men who
went up to the temple to pray, care should be
taken in studying the words Christ put inta the
mouth of the Pharisee, “ . . . I pay tithes of all|
possess” (v. 12b).

Jacob, following the exampie set by
Abraham, pledged a tithe of all when at Bethel.
“ .. And of all that thou shalt give me [ will
surely give the tenth unto thee” (Genesis
28:22b}.

Moses pens, “and all the tithe of the iand,
whether of the seed of the land or of the fruit of
the tree, is the Lord’s, it is holy unto the Lord.
And concerning the tithe of the herd or of the
flock, even whafsoever passeth under the rod,
the tenth shall be holy unto the Lord” (Leviticus
27:30, 32).

During the days of the Israelite kingdom,
tithing was practiced as first instituted. “And as
soon as the commandment came abroad, the
children of Israel brought in abundance the
firstfruits of carn, wine and oil, and honey, and
of allthe increase of the field, and the tithe of all
things brought they in abundantly” (II Chroni-
cles 31:5).

An ordinance of all the tithe was in vogue in
Malachi’s day (Maiachi 3:10), and all who failed
to practice that ordinance were said to have
robbed God.

Wage earners in variance with the “all”
concept of tithing must contend with scripture,
not man. God is not obligated to one’s income
tax, insurance, social security or union dues—
all those are for the benefit of man. God
warned against culling what income and benefits
were exempt from tithes.

Readers may address thew queshons to Mr. dernigan at P.0O, Box 1088, Nashwille, Tennes-
see J7202, Please imit each question 10 one specific topic, There will be no persanal corres-
RONGENCE regarding 1hose questions which are not used in the magazine, The column will not
necessanly be cansidered the official voice of the dencrmmaiion relative 1o the problems -

volved,







6/CONTACT/Mar. '81

By Williarm S. Deal

hile no marriage can be made absolutely

divorce-proof, as every counselor knows,

there are ways to strengthen the marriage
and greatly relieve the danger of divorce.

Partners who are honest will admit that the strengths
of a marriage come from weathering the tests in daily
living.

A strong marriage may be buiit as much of surviving
the hurts and misunderstandings of life together as on
the times of intimacy, romance and sexual happiness.

The following seven things may be called stepping
stones to the aitar of a long and successful marriage.

~ -

.

Discover how to have fun with
each other.

In my book, Picking A Partner, it is suggested that
“love is not the most important thing in any marriage.”

We have made much of the love impulse in ocur
western society, but the older marriages which were
built upon parental guidance, in which the partners were
more nearly fitted for each other, were more lasting than
our marriages are today. Not that | would go back to
this method of match-making, but it did have its strong
merits.

One thing that makes any marriage successful is the
fact that the couple have fun in so many things that they
do together.

When [ was lecturing to a high school senior class
some time ago about this, the teacher in charge spoke
up and said, “I did not marry my husband because we
were 50 much in love. We married because we had so



much fun in all the things we did together that we just
wanted to keep on doing things together all our lives.
Now, we are both very much in love.”

Companionableness is more important than love in a
marriage. To love someone deeply, vet be unable to get
along with him is sheer misery.

But i two people have so much fun together that
they just don’t want to quarrel, then they don’t need to
worry about loving each other, This will spring up out of
that union as flowers grow in spring.

Use disagreement and conflict to
strengthen your marriage.

Never aliow them to weaken your marital ties.

A very godly older minister used to say, “No two
intelligent people ever yet lived toegether who did not
disagree.”

This is the resuit of each one’s individual personaiity.
Marriage should never cramp personality, but develop
and draw it out.

Disagreements now and then are a compliment to
each other’s personal growth and development.

Marriage mixes two fives which are totally different,
Becoming “one” as Jesus said does not mean the total
dominance of one by the other. Instead, it involves a
series of compromises.

Here are some suggestions about how to handle
disagreement successfully:

Deal with each situation as it arises. Treat each
other as each would wish to be treated.

Be courteous in confronting each other about the
matter af hand, Nothing is gained by storming at
each other and acting childish about it.

Stick strictly to the issue at hand. Do net allow
yourselves to introduce non-relevant issues into
this discussion. They only confuse the real issue.

Try to iisten fully as much as vou tatk. This rule
wilt help vou to hold your emotions in place while
vou discuss the matter at hand.

Try to find some middie ground and compromise
the differences.

Let each such session be a stepping stone to
better relationships in the fufure. Be reconciled as
$00n as you can get the matter setiled, Do not
prolong the pain by continuing to wrangle about it
after it is over.

Life is filled with conflicts. None of us can expect to
escape them, not even in marriage.

The mature couple can manage to overcome all
conflicts and to gain from them strength in the manner
in which they solve the conflict.

Solomon advised that it is an “honor for a man to
cease from strife; but every fool will be meddling”
{Proverbs 20:3).

Never allow yourselves to even think of divorce at

time of confiict. Think positively of how to solve the
conflict without hurting each other. Remember, “Pride
ends in a fall, while humility brings honor.”

Find ways to build each other up.

Let others do the tearing down. Make it a practice to
compliment each other often about many things, as you
did when you were dating. Whatever made for happy
dating times will still help to produce happiness in your
marriage,

Constant cricitism of each other will divide and drive
each away from the other. If Yyou cannot see anything to
compliment in your spouse, then you are certainly in
need of a social eye-correction.

Look for the best in your companion and try to look
iightly at the faults, even as you hope he will at your
faults.

Someone has well said, “A wife tends to be as
beautiful as she is told she is.”

It is also true that a husband will do almost anything
to live up to the compiiments of his wife when he knows
they are sincere and honest.

Never resort to jokes and sarcasm of each other. It is
a thin veil for outright personal digs. While everyone else
laughs at these things, the offended spouse weeps in
heart, even though he or she may manage a wan smile
at the time.

Don't put each other down, Build each other up, even
in company of your friends. You used to be first to
compliment your date at parties, Keep it up now in any
social gathering. It will pay big dividends back at home
when alone.

But remember, a cutting remark has the power of a
deep hurt. As wise old Solomon said, “Death and life are
in the power of the tongue” (Proverbs 18:21).

Sharing with each other is a
strengthening factor in marriage.

When God created Adam He said, “It is not good for
man to be alone” (Genesis 2:18). He gave him Eve to
share with him all of life’s experiences.

God knew even then that there would be SOrrows as
well as joys they would need to share with each other.

One of the sweetest memories of my childhood is that
of seeing mother bury her head in Dad’s chest as he
pulied her close to him when my baby sister died.

In moments of sorrow or extreme pain, there is
nothing like a companion to share such a time with.

When love brings its sweetest fulfiling moments, how
sacred is the sharing with each other its thrills and joys.

Sometimes sharing may be risky business, for there is
no guarantee that the other spouse will understand and
fully share our feelings or jOYS of even sorrows,

But withholding and clamming up at times when we
need to share is even more dangerous. Avoid walking
out and not listening to your spouse when he wishes to
share with you. Such behavior can be a terrible blow.

—
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STRENGTHEN MARRIAGE (From page 7)

It is true here, too, that “a wounded spirit who can
bear?” (Proverbs 18:14).

Paul made it abundantly clear that married couples
are never to refuse each other in sharing sexual
experiences {I Corinthians 7:5).

One source says 85 percent of all divorces occur
because of breakdown in the tender relationship of love-
making and communication (American Institute of
Family Relationships, Los Angeies, California).

When this relationship is no longer shared with love
and tenderness, the marriage is almost at an end. But
this can be avoided by simply returning to the
tenderness and care of the early days of marriage on the
part of each pariner.

Always be ready to share everything with each other
that is important to each one. We need each other as
mates.

Keep always a forgiving attitude
toward each other.

However deep the love and affection between a
couple, there are bound to come those times when they
hurt each other.

Sometimes and inadvertent remark or a thoughtless
action can hurt the other person and he may not even
be aware of his hurt.

But an observant spouse will soon detect that
something is wrong. As soon as this is detected, and the
cause is known, ask forgiveness most sincerely. Never
mind that you did not mean to hurt the other person.
The fact is you did, and this is the fact on which to work,

Even though you were unaware of it, the act or word
needs forgiveness, the same as an intended hurt. When
forgiveness has been asked and granted, one will see
how loving and radiant the offended one becomes
almost in a moment of time. How blessed is the fact of
forgiveness.

Jesus realized this when He told Peter he was to
forgive his brother “seventy times seven” {Matthew
18:22).

Lack of the forgiving attitude between marriage
partners can result in a serious breakdown in spiritual
relationships. If we forgive not everyone from the heart,
we are to have no forgiveness, according to Jesus
(Matthew 18:35).

When we truly forgive we do not bring the subject up
again and again for discussion. To do so is to expose the
fact that in the heart the matter is not yet truly forgiven.

And this may lead to further argument and finally
really hurting each other permanently. Nothing can be
gained by a re-hash of a forgiven matter. Drop it and let
it die forever.

Refuse to ever be jealous of vour
partner.

Love is the all-powerful element in marriage that finds

a bridge across the chasm of what might develop into
jealousy.

If you truly trust someone, you are never jealous of
him. Jealousy is the revelation of the lack of complete
trust,

Jealousy does not so much arise out of deep love for
one as it does out of a lack of confidence in one’s own
self. It is lack of self-confidence as expressed in the fear
that one cannot hold the other's affections, and
therefore, he becomes jealous.

This is often without any foundation in reality, but it is
st as tormenting to the person as though there were
good grounds for the jealousy. Never allow yourself to
be trapped in this feeling.

Even if there were grounds for jealousy, the jealousy
itself never serves any good purpose. Master your
emotions. Look for the highest and the best in your
mate.

When you truly love each other, give your love to
God and to each other. Set it free to make you
supremely happy, and it will return in manifold forms to
bring you joys that you so much desire.

Trust each other completely and that trust will be
repaid amply by each other’s love and care.

Let your faith in Christ shine out
through vour marriage.

Marriage can become a mighty instrument for
righteousness. What is a better testimony to the world
of the vitality of true Christianity than a happy and
successful marriage in this dissolute and godless age of
broken marriages and shattered homes?

As you draw closer to God, draw closer to each other
likewise. Allow the mellow and gentle communion with
God in Christ to permeate your lives as a loving and
devoted couple. It will hallow every day and make for
more and more happiness and complete freedom from
even the minor irritations that so often beset earlier
marriages.

Christian couples face the same kinds of problems
that non-Christians face. Securing food, shelter, health
and a thousand cares of life can all become
monotonous.

But with Christ in your hearts, helping you to pray
together, read the Word together and take every
problem to God in prayer, you will come out far ahead
of the others who do not practice this blessed way of
facing life’s problems,

With your marriage committed to God and your life
fived out in His will, your marriage will find all the
strengths it needs to bring you to a happy ending of life
together in peace and happiness, and as a good example
to younger couples of marriage at its best. &

ABOUT THE WRITER: William S. Deal holds the M.A. degree from
Pasadena College Graduate Schoal, and the Th.D degree from Pacific
Western University School of Religion. He is a California state licensed
counselor in Marriage, Family and Youth relations. He is quthor of the
top-selling book, HARMONY & HAPPINESS IN MARRIAGE.



Books That
Build

Healthy

Famailies

By June Critcher

ave youread a book (even a
small booklet) on marriage

& or parentingduring the past
year? Just one?

Through reading a variety of well-
written books on marriage, your mar-
riage will continue to grow . . . and it
will glow with a sustained radiance.

Reading increases your sensitivity
to others. Reading creates self-aware-
ness.

By reading and applying helpful
principles, vou will see areas where
you need to change. You will discover
ways to improve your marriage. You
wilt learn how to overcome trouble-
some spots in marriage and how to
cope with the dailiness of marriage,
{Every marriage needs an occasional
dash of spontaneity!}

Of course, you will not agree with
every marriage manual you read, but
thoughtful, consistent reading will pro-
duce numerous heips that you can
incorporate into your family life.

Thope you select at least two books
from those recommended in this arti-
cle, and set yvour will to read those two
books this month. After readingthem,

will you pass them on to a couple of

friends to read?

The Measure of A Marriage (Gene
Getz—Regal Books) emphasizes the
total concept of marriage in'the context
of scripture. The author bases his
practical helps on solid biblical con-
cepts which include:

—becoming one

—leaving father and mother

—loving as Christ loved

—submitting to each other

—learning to love

—understanding each other

—meeting each other’s sexual
needs.

The projects and exercises in the
book bring the principies right into the
arena of daily living. A workbook for
husbands and wives is available for use

with this book.

Know Your Child {Joe Temple—

Baker Book House) is one of my fong-
time favorites. Dr. Temple shows the
various shades of meanings of the
word “train” in Proverbs 22:6.

Training up a child in the way he
should go does not mean taking him to
church regularly and having family
devotions daily—as important as these
exercises may be.

To train the child in the way he
should go is to observe his natural
bent, and then encourage and direct
the child according to the ability God
gave him.

After reading Know Your Child, |
began observing our daughter. She
would respond tenderly and compas-
sionately after seeing television pro-
grams that depicted neglected, abused
or deprived chiidren.

During her high school years, when
given the opportunity to select a topic
for aterm paper or speech, she usually
chose “child abuse” or some related
topic.

At appropriate times, [ would say,
“Del, it seems that God wants you to
work with people—perhaps young peo-
ple who have been deprived of love

—
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20 BOOKS (From page 9)

and other needs.”

By listening to our daughter and
watching her response to people with
needs, I was able to encourage her
according to her natural bent, Today,
she is majoring in psycholegy and
anticipating a ministry in Christian
counseling.

I cannot recommend Know Your
Child too strongly!

3

Heaven Help the Home! (Howard
Hendricks—Victor Books) shouid be
in every Christian home.

“God says that if you cannot con-
duct your home life, don’t try to iead in
a public ministry. Actually vou have
nothing to say,” contends Dr,
Hendricks.

Every Christian parent who has
ever wondered how he can communi-
cate convictions to his chiidren in such
a way that those convictions become
not simply second-hand but their own
personal property should read Heaven
Help the Home!

After reading this book seven years
ago, the principle that motivated a
change in my parental thinking was
that relationships always precederules
and they are really more important
than rutes,

Hendricks’principle is: “a child tends
to accept your ideas, your philosophy,
because he accepts you.”

4

Biblical principles are arranged as a
guide for personal study and group
interaction in The Christian Home in
A Changing World (Gene Getz—
Moody Press).

The husband, wife, parent and child
will find this book thoroughly biblical
with solid applications.

5

One of the most practical marriage
manuals ['ve read during the past year
is Try Marriage Before Divorce (James

Kilgore—Word Books).

This easy-to-read book shows how
every couple can experience an inti-
mate, sharing relationship. The writer
gives a helpful plan with exercises the
husband and wife can use to restore
“zip” to their marriage.

Aninvaluable section of the book is
the writer’s unique 30-day self-help
plan for examining and revitalizing
your marriage.

6

The Bible has much to say about
the marriage relationship. And if vou
would like to learn from married cou-
ples in the scriptures how to make the
most of your own marriage and family
life, you will appreciate Qur Children
Are QOur Best Friends {(Mark W, Lee—
Zondervan Publishing House).

Dr. Lee uses couples in the Bible to
illustrate both the best and the worst
in the marriage relationship. His in-
sights into scriptural principles give us
the ideai in Christian marriage.

7

If your heart aches because of a
wayward child, be suretoread Parents
in Pain (John White—InterVarsity
Press}.

The author presents practical sug-
gestions for helping parents cope with
their own guilt, frustrations, anger and
sense of inadequacy.

8

H you want to maximize the rest of
your marriage, you will certainly get a
copy of Long Term Marriage (Floyd &
Harriett Thatcher—Word Books).

The authors interviewed dozens of
couples to discover the ingredients
that produce a satisfying relationship.
These couples, married 20 or more
years, share openly and honestly from
their adventures through the years.

Areas discussed include:

—expectations and reality

—commitment and conflict

—communication and misunder-
standing

—work, money, roles and goals

—sex, romance and children
—growth, security and mid-life trau-

ma

Several years ago | thought | was
doing avery foolish thing by wanting to
relate to my husband the same experi-
ence within a 10-minute time span.

But after reading To Understand
Each Other {Paul Tournier—dJohn
Knox Press), I discovered that women
talk to release an emotion {not to
inform}.

If you want to achieve understand-

ing of vour mate, take an hour to read
this helpful book.

10

If three or four couples in vour
church or community want to enrich
their relationship by spending 12 or 13
weeks searching the Bible for princi-
pies on marriage and family life, use
Two Become One(d. AllanPeterson—
Tyndale House Publishers) as a guide
and ideal workbook.

11

Some of the most powerful teaching
on the teen-age rebellion is found in
What's A Parent To Do?{C. 5. Loveti—
Personal Christianity).

The author deals a hard blow to
parents when he says, ‘‘Rebellious
parents produce rebellious children.”

12

The Art of Understanding Your
Mate (Cecil Osborne—Zondervan
Publishing House) includes many case
histories to help husbands and wives
better understand each other and build
a satisfying relationship.

The book is packed with practical
common sense and psychological in-
sights. The author discusses male and
female differences, women's needs and
problems, eight types of neurotic hus-
bands and eight types of neurotic



wives.

13

If you have difficulty expressing
your feelings freely and want to solve
this problem, read Why [ Can’t Say |
Love You (Jack Balswick-—Word
Books).

“Ireally believe that one of the main
reasons men are less expressive than
women,” says the author, “is that they
devote so much of their time to their
work role which discourages emotional
sharing.

“Men learn to relate to other men at
work where their roles are task orient-
ed rather than socially or emotionally
oriented.”

Learn why husbands, wives, par-
ents, children and friends can’t say, “I
love you”—and what to do to change
the situation.

14

Understanding the Male Tempera-
ment (Tim LaHaye—Fleming H.
Revell Co.} explains how God can
transforrm one’s natural personality
and appropriate the power of the Holy
Spirit in this transformation.

After discovering why you act the
way you do and how to accept your
pariner’s contrasting temperament,
husbands wil} learn from a bibiical
perspective how to set priorities and
conduct interpersonai relationships
that will result in dynamic Christian

living.

For the wife who wants to under-
stand her husband and be an aid to his
fulfillment, and for the husband who
wants to be secure in his masculinity
and wants to relate to his wife, his
children, his Lord and his work,
Straight Talk to Men and Their Wives
{James Dobson—Word Books) is a
must.

The author even has a chapter on
“A Man and His Emotions”—and is
treated exceptionaily well,

16

What Husbands Wish Their Wives
Knew About Morey (Larry Burkett—
Victor Books) will help your family
enjoy financial freedom.

You will, no doubt, destroy vour
credit cards before even finishing the
hook. (Here’s hoping you willl)

As you read this book you will learn
that financial freedom is a matter of
understanding and applying God's prin-
ciples of finance, You will also discover
how much heip the working wife really
gives to the family’s finances.

17

For a fascinating lock at the way
men and women differ, read Sexual
Maturity for Women (Mary Deatrick—
Vision House Publishers).

Oncethe husband and wife discover
their basic differences, they can then
harmonize these differences and use
them as assets in their relationship.

18

Several weeks ago | had a refreshing
and growing experience reading The
Best Half of Life(Ray & Anne Ortlund-
Word Books),

If you are about to enter or are
already in your middle years, you witl
not want to pass up this book. Here
youwill find new vitality and enthusiasm
for your marriage as you defeat nega-
tiveinfluences and set and reach some
meaningful (and measurable) goals.

Just follow the Ortlunds’ sugges-
tions and these middle years can be
the best years of your lifel

19

Honey for A Child’s Heart (Gladys
Hunt—Zondervan Publishing House)
tells all about the imaginative use of
bocoks in family life.

If youwant to help your child devei-
op emotionaily, spiritually and mental-
ly, then introduce him to the fascinat-
ing world of good books. Learn what
makes a good book and who influences

your children.

20

Why Christian Marriages Are Break-
ing Up {Gerald Dahl—T homas Nelson
Publishers) is one of my favorites on
marriage. The author gets right to the
root problems in Christian marriages
and offers positive solutions to these
common problems.

He believes relationships are built
on meeting one another’s needs, and
the more needs that are successfully
met, the stronger the relationship be-
comes.

Dahl says, “Marriages with the ‘plus’
element are characterized by:

--partners who place their relation-
ship above their own personal desires.

—the willingness of both partners
to give each other what they need.

—the ability of both partners to
adjust to changes and growth in the
relationship.

—partners who wifl work at keeping
lines of communication open.

——playful spontaneity.

—the willingness of both partners
to spend time specifically building and
improving the relationship.

——partners who tove Jesus Christ
above all else.

When joy in marriage is restored,
the divorce epidemic will be stopped.”

Reading is a matter of earnest com-
mitment. After evaluating your com-
mitment to what is really important in
your marriage, determine to put Chris-
tian books at the top of your priority
list.

Your basic affections are the things
you drift to during leisure moments.
It's not busyness that keeps you from
reading, but a matter of daily commit-
ment.

Is reading books to improve your
family life really important to you? You
can always find time to do the things
that are important. Couples don’t al-
ways find time to read good books—
they usually take the time.

Will you, today, commit yourself to
putting Christian books at the top of
your priority list? &

ABOUT THE WRITER: June Crifcher is a
member of Horton Heights Free Will Baptist
Church, Nashuille, Tennessee, where her hus-
band, Harold, pasfors. The Critchers have fwo
children—Del Rene and Von Marcel.
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Is the King James the only transla-
tion for the English speaking world

today?

By A. B. Brown

ne of the most contempo-

rary and controversial is-

sues among fundamentalists

today is that of “The King James only”
transiation of the Bible.

Were it not for its alarminginfluence

by a few fanatical adherents, the issue
would ordinarily be too ridiculous to
merit a response.

It is a striking testimony to our
ignorance when the idea of an inspired
and inerrant translation (the King
James) and an almost inspired text
(the Textus Receptus) cangainsucha
wide following.

Let’s get the issue before us. There
are those who reject any English trans-

lation of the Bible other than the King
James. Some even go so far as to
imply that the King James is an inspired
translation {which borders on heresy).

They also will accept only the Greek
text from which the King James was
translated which is the Textus Recep-
tus compited by Erasmus, a famous
renaissance scholar.

Briefly, here is how Erasmus pro-
duced the Textus Receptus. At most,



he had eight texts to draw from when
he compliled the Textus Receptus.

Some maintain that he only had
three, with the oldest going back to the
10th century A.D. He had no Greek
text of the last few verses of Revelation
and, therefore, translated from a Latin
text into Greek.

As a result, he inserted several
words which are not in the Greek
manuscripts, which became a part of
the Textus Receptus from which the
King James was translated.

Since the 1611 translation of the
King James, thousands of Greek manu-
scripts have been found.

We have 32 uncials (written in capital
letters) written on papyri and 170
written on parchment. We have 2320
minuscules (written in cursive), We
also have 1561 Greek lectionaries,
which are sections of the New Testa-
ment from which a man would teach a
Jesson or preach a sermon,

Thus, today, we have 4083 Greek
manuscripts which contain all or part
of the New Testament. In addition, we
also have more than 8000 Latin ver-
sions and more than 100 other ver-
sions. All these added up total more
than 13,000 manuscripts to compare.,

Some go back as far as the fourth
century, The Rylands fragment (a frag-
ment of the Gospel of John) goes back
to about A.D. 125, which is only 30
years remaoved from its author.

From these texts {many of which
are of the Alexandrian family) two 19th
century scholars, F. B. Westcott and
F.J. A.Hort, compiled another Greek
text. Many modern translations are
based upon this Greek text.

However, the Westcott/Hort text,
and any transiation from it, has been
attacked.

Not only this, but there has arisen a
“King James” cult which demands a
total allegiance to the King James
translation. (The movement not only
demands total allegiance to a transla-
tion but regards as suspect anybody
who dares use any other translation.)

Some go so far as to reject any
alternate language or word other than
the words as they appear in our present
day King James.

This would make the King James
translation an inspired translation
which is without a shred of scriptural
foundation and absolutely contrary to
the Bible and the Church's historic
position on inspiration.

The King James fever which infects
fundamentalism is a spiritual sickness.
Fever is often a sign of infection, an
outside organism in the body causing
infection.

The doctrine of an inspired transia-
tion is foreign to the body of Christ. It
flies in the face of several Bible princi-
ples:

THE KOINE PRINCIPLE

For many years people thought the
New Testament to be written in a
special Holy Ghost language because
the Greek of the New Testament
differed so greatly from classical Greek,
the language of the arts, the cuitured
or the educated.

However, it was found that the New
Testament was written in the common
language of the everyday working man,
the language of the streets, vernacular
Greek. That is why the Greek of the
New Testament is called Koine Greek,

The obvious implication of this is
that God intended His Word to be in
the language of the working man or
the common man, for the benefit of all
and not just a select few.

The language of the King James
might have qualified as such when
franslated but is hardly vernacular
today.

THE TWO TRANSLATION
PRINCIPLE

in the days of the writing of the New
Testament, there were two translations
of the Old Testament in use.

One was the Septuagint, a Greek
translation made from the Hebrew in
about 250 B.C. The other was the
Aramaic Old Testament, although not
a transfation in the strictest sense.
(Aramaic was a form of Hebrew but
very different from that of Moses and
David}.

The point is that both are quoted in
the New Testament. If our King James-
only friends had lived in Paul’s day, |
have a feeling that Paul would have
borne their wrath, since he dared to
quote from the Septuagint and not the
older more traditional Aramaic or He-
brew text,

The point being that in those days
God did not pick one translation as the

inspired and reject the other and those
who used it.

THE DIVINE
INSPIRATION PRINCIPLE

The Church has always understood
inspiration to apply only to the original
manuscripts, which we no longer have.

Inspiration has to do with the pro-
cess of inscripturation (the original
recording of God’s Word by the proph-
ets and apostles} and not with transla-
tion.

The phrase in Il Timothy 3:16 rend-
ered “All scripture is given by inspira-
tion” means that all scripture owes its
origin and contents to God’s breath by
the Holy Spirit.

“Holy men of old wrote (not trans-
lated) as they were moved (being
borne along) by the Holy Spirit” (il
Peter 1:21).

On the other hand, the Bible speaks
of, and the church has historically
believed in, God's divine superintend-
ence of His Word.

This becomes obvious when a com-
parison is made between the Hebrew
Old Testament text we have today
{the Masoretic text) and the Isaiah
Scrolls found with the Dead Sea Scrolls,
which go back more than 100 years
before Christ.

This principle is equally clear in the
New Testament. With all the noise
about the supremacy of the Textus
Receptus and the so-called corruption
of the Westcott/Hort text, the vari-
ances are minimum,

It has been said that of the entire
Greek New Testament text, only one
word out of every thousand is in
question, and none of these affect any
major doctrine. All of them put togeth-
er would not constitute over one-half
page of the New Testament text.

Thus, when one holds in his hands
the King James, the American Stand-
ard Version or the New American
Standard Version, he holds the very
Word of God,.

None of these are perfect because
the translators were not inspired.

All are inspired only as they parallel
the original manuscripts. But that is
the very point.

They do closely parallel the original
message of the praphets and the apos-
tles as has been pointed out above.

—
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KING JAMES (From page 13)

There have always been bad transla-
tions. Marcion, a Gnostic heretic, at-
tempted as early as 140 A.D. to purge
the Bible of its “Jewish” elements.

However, down through the centu-
ries God has always maintained a few
good men with enough scholastic ability
and spiritual discernment to produce
good translations and to warn of the
bad ones.

He has obligated Himself to do so.
He promised His providential care in
Matthew 24:35, “Heaven and earth

doxy of Westcott and Hort.

We are told that we cannot use any
translation made from the Westcott/-
Hort text because of their unortho-
doxvy.

So—if one cannot use their text
because of their unorthodoxy, and the
text of Erasmus is the only text one
can use—then one must conclude that
Erasmus was orthodox, and that the
compiler of the recommended text
was a godly, orthodox Christian.

However, that is not the case.
Erasmus, although a man of reai scho-
lastic ability, was a Roman Catholic.

“It is unethical, if not unchristian
to use guilt by association to
destroy the reputation of those
who disagree with your position.”

shall pass away but my Word shall not
pass away.”

THE COMPILER—
COMPOSER PRINCIPLE

Westcott and Hort were nothing
more than mere compilers of a single
Greek text after comparing severai
texts. Erasmus falls into the same
category.

There is a vast difference between
an editor and an author. There is an
even greater difference between the
Holy Spirit, the Composer (in conjunc-
tion with human instrumentality) and
the man who later compared severai
different copies of what Paul wrote
and from these produced a single
copy.

The intrinsic value of the Bible is in
its Composer {(the Holy Spirit via the
various human authors) and not in the
man who compiled or translated it.

THE HONESTY
PRINCIPLE

Those advocating the King James
use as one of their reasons for rejecting
the Westcott/Hort text, the unortho-

Although he lived amidst the refor-
mation and was a contemporary of
Luther, he never left the Catholic
Church. He did, on occasion, speak
out against certain practices and doc-
trines of the Church, but he died a
Roman Catholic. He died as a man
without a country.

The Protestants did not want him
because he never would break with
Rome, and Rome was not toc happy
with him for his criticism.

Luther said that he doubted that
Erasmus ever knew the grace of God.
Of the three men, Erasmus is far the
most doubtful.

Honesty and Christian ethics de-
mand that if the Westcott/Hort text be
rejected on the basis of its corrupt
compilers, the Textus Receptus also
be rejected on the same basis.

This would also include the rejection
of any translation made from the Tex-
tus Receptus, which would include the
King James.

Honesty demands that they tel! us
that the King James we have today is a
far cry from the King James of 1611.

Dr. Paris of Cambridge {in 1769)
revised the spelling and grammar, pro-
ducing over 70,000 changes from the
1611 edition.

Honesty demands that the Church
of today be told how and when God
gave these men permission to tamper
with the King James text, and how and
when God told the Church of today
that the text is now fixed even though
it clearly contains manuscript errors.

Honesty demands that the King
James folk tell God’s Church that the
King James contains a verse that is
universally admitted not to have been
in the original manuscripts (I John
5:7).

Honesty demands that the Church
be told that Erasmus did not have a
Greek text containing the last few
verses of Revelation and translated
these verses from a Latin transiation
back into the Greek, adding words
now known not to have been in the
originals.

It shouid also be noted that their
position would at this point almost
make an unsaved Roman Catholic an
inspired editor who erred.

In conclusion I want to make two
observations. First, in general, those
advocating the King James—only posi-
tion manifest a real spirit of intolerance.

They often attack personalities in-
stead of positions. Their attacks are
often vicious, manifesting a very un-
christian spirit. It is unethical, if not
unchristian, to use guilt by association
to destroy the reputation of those who
disagree with your position.

When a proven man of God is
categorized with Hitler, Stalin, and
Mussolini because all of them used a
translation other than that of King
James, somebody obviously knows
little of Christian ethics.

Second, the devil also knows the
tactic of “divide and conguer.” I am
convinced that the King James issue is
a paper tiger created by the devil to
further divide and therefore weaken
God’s Church.

Finally, | am not advocating that we
throw away our King James Bibles. It
is a good transiation. I use if, preach
from it and feed my soul from it,

However, there are other good trans-
lations. The point that I want to make
is that we not create issues to divide
the Church. &

AROUT THE WRITER: Reverend A. B. Brown
is a member of Gafeway Free Will Baptist
Church, Virginia Beach, Virginia. Rev. Brown
serves on the Commissionon Theologica! Liber-
alism. This article is printed in CONTACT at
the request of the Commission,
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around anywhere,

I thought to myself, “Gordon, 1
hope you're not back in the treatment
area bugging the doctors and nurses
again.” The chief had issued strict
orders to stay away from them.

After further observation, I found
Officer Martin in the ambulance drive
talking to a young lady, who was 50
vards away leaning against a pick-up
fruck.

“What’s the problem, Gordon,” }
asked.

Gordon explained that a couple
had brought the young woman to the
hospital for treatment of wrist slashes—
an obvious suicide attempt. But she
refused treatment and wouldn’t allow
anyone to come near her.

Officer Martin stated that besides
himself, several doctors and nurses
and one hospital chaplain had ali failed
in their attempts to coax the young
lady into the emergency room. In the
meantime, she was bleeding and grow-
ing weaker by the minute.

At this moment, ail I could do was
stare at her and feel a type of compas-
sion that Christ may have feit when He
saw the blind, the halt, the starving
and the unbelieving,

My heart grew heavy, and ! thought
to mysell, “Why must people seek
peace through death, when peace
through Jesus is so very near and so
very available?”

Then | realized that I had to do
something for this young lady, and
quickly. But what?

After a few moments, a thought
raced through my head, “President
Bill Jones taught us at Hillsdale College
to always ask ourselves, ‘What would
Jesus do in a situation like this? *”

After another few moments, I decid-
ed to approach her.

DON'T COME CLOSER!

“Don’t come any closer,” she
screamed, “just ieave me alone.”

“The uniform is frightening her,” |
thought, “I have to do something.”

] blurted, “Ma’am, [ am a police
officer, but I'm also a minister, and I'd
like to talik to you.”

“No, vou just want to take me to
jail,” she replied.

I had to convince her that | wanted
to help. “No ma’am, | assure you there
will be no criminal charges of any kind

brought against you; I just want to talk
to you.”

Her facial expressionwas all | need-
ed to take the final few steps where she
was standing. It was almost as if she
was pleading for help. Just as reached
her, she iurched forward from loss of
strength. I caught her and placed her
in the passenger side of the pick-up
until Officer Martin could bring a wheel-
chair.

As | iooked at her, [ could tell that
she was in her early 20s, probably
attractive at one time, and that she
had numerous scars on her arms and
wrists from previous suicide attempts.

I thought to myseif, “Oh God, what
a waste.”

I CAN'T FIND GOD

While Gordon was on the way with
the wheelchair, she asked me, “Preach,
how can you be a preach and a cop at
the same time?”

I had been asked that question
many times, so | was pretty well re-
hearsed. After explaining that law en-
forcement was something God was in
favor of, 1 convinced her that I was not
such a bad gquy after all. But ] still had
to get her inside.

*¥You know, Preach, God doesn’t
love me,” she said.

Well, I guess I just wasn’t ready for
that statement, because i really rocked
me.

“Carolyn, {by this time] had iearned
her name} what are you talking about?
God does love you,” [ said.

“No he doesn’t, Preach. I've been
searching for Him for 13 years, and !
haven’t found Him yet. He just doesn't
love me,” she insisted.

Then the thought came to me that
with all the printed material and all the
messages that are preached, how could
anyone believe that way? Someone in
this girl's past had failed to tell her
about the love of God—could it have
been me?

Then a disturbing thought entered
my mind, “How many more Carolyns
are there in the world waiting for
someone to tell them there is a loving
God, who is concerned for their wel-
fare?”

Carolyn and | talked for about 10
minutes concerning ways that God
could help change her plight, before |
finally convinced her to go inside and

receive treatment for her wounds, and
some psychological treatment at a
later date,

HELP ME, PREACHER

As we walked inside the emergency
room one of the doctors approached
us to take charge of the situation.

But Carolyn grabbed my arm and
began to plead. “Please don't leave
me. Please don'’t leave me.”

The doctor asked me if | had enough
time to stay with the girl while she
received treatment. I really needed to
be free for other situations that might
arise during the shift, but I found
myself unabie to say no.

After contacting headquarters and
giving them my location for the next
few minutes, I took my position in the
emergency room. | felt very much out
of place.

[ sat next to Carolyn doing nothing,
while three doctors and nurses worked
on her physical wounds.

But the entre time they were treat-
ing her, her eyes never left mine-—as if
she was saying, “Please don’t leave
me. Please don’t leave me.”

The hardest part of this experience
was just beginning—the psychiatric ex-
amination. One of the hospital staff
psychiatrists came down to the emer-
gency room to conduct an examina-
tion of the gir’s mental capabilities,
whichis standard procedure in suicide
attempts.

After the session the psychiatrist
would make a determination as to
whether Carolyn would be allowed to
return home or whether she would be
committed to a place of safety for a
72-hour observation period (in order
to protect her from further harm).

During questioning the young lady
had called me to her side, took my
hand and asked, “Preach, please help
me make the right decision. Please,
help me.”

It was during the questioning that I
could see Satan living up to his billing
as the master deceiver. Previously,
Carolyn had openly admitted that she
needed help, and now I couid see her
slowly backing down from that confes-
sion.

Carolyn began strongly contending

—
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PLEASE, DON'T (From page 17)

that she only needed physical help and
none othet,

“Well, congratulations, Satan.
You've deceived another,” was all 1
could think.

Toward the end of the questioning
period, Carolyn’s brother arrived at
the emergency room and made a
strong claim to take her home—the
only bad part being that he was intoxi-
cated.

After a few moments deliberation,
the psychiatrist decided to send
Carolyn home with her brother, pro-
viding he observed her closely for the
next couple of days.

WHERE DID 1 FAIL?

As Carolyn and her brother left the
hospital, [ had a feeling of tota! failure.
“God, what should I have done differ-

ently that would have caused this
young lady to want to straighten out
her life?” | felt drained.

During the rest of the shift, | had so
many thoughts running through my
mind that it was confusing.

“God, how many more Carolyns
are there who do not even know about
your love? How many will | come in
contact with? Will | have the concern
for them that I should have?”

At that moment | was reminded of
scripture in the book of Haggai, where
the prophet tald the people to “Consid-
er their ways”. Now, more than ever, |
will be reminded to “Consider my
ways” when it comes to withessing
about the love of God.

Since that day, nine months ago,
Carolyn has been brought back to the
hospital twice for wrist lacerations. |
was not on duty either time. The sad
thing is that one of these times she will
probably succeed in taking her own
life, unless someone convinces her

that she is loved by an Almighty God.

Because of this experience, my atti-
tude has changed concerning the testi-
mony that [ have for Jesus Christ, 1
hope each individual wili examine his
attitude toward the youth of America,
and reaiize that, in some cases, if we
do not set the proper example, and
show our love for Christ by telling
others, someone will suffer.

The youth of America, the Carolyns,
have to be won for the Lord Jesus
Christ.

What can you do to help with your
church’s youth program, so that voung
tadies like Carolyn can be preserved
from becoming suicide victims? What
can you do? What will you do? &

ABQUT THE WRITER: Stanley Kanopinskiis a
police officer for the Oklahoma Department of
Human Services. Reverend Konopinski is a
graudate of Hillsdale Free Will Baptist College,
Moore, Oklahoma. He serves as associate
pastor of Trinity Free Will Baptist Church in
Oklahoma City.
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Teacher Guidelines

Safe — Serviceable — Scriptural

By Douglas J, Simpson

e often wait until it is too

late before we come to

grips with questions that
are important to us as individuals and
as a local church.

That is to say, we allow problems to
overwhelm us before we pay attention
to significant matters that could have
eliminated the problems.

Recently, however, Horton Heights
Free Wil Baptist Church, Nashville,
Tennessee, took some steps to help
prevent problems from arising with
regard to its Sunday School teachers.

To be exact, the church voted to
require teachers to ascribe to three
separate statements. These statements
arethe Free Wiil Baptist Church Cove-
nant, the Horton Heights Sunday
School Teacher's Covenant and the
Teacher’s Creed.

The Background

Why did the church vote to require
teachers to ascribe to these state-
ments? The church voted, at least in
part,- because the church’s Christian
Education Committee recommended
the three statements to the entire
congregation.

Why, though, did the Christian Edu-
cation Committee recommend these
three statements?

The committee—composed of four
members—felt that although the
church had no particular preblem in
regard to Sunday School teachers, it
would be a preventive measure, i.e.,
safe, to avoid some problem that might
arise in the future.

Also, the committee thought that
some overail guidelines would be heip-
ful to a new or well-seasoned teacher
in regard to developing a local body of
believers who would be faithful to Free

Will Baptists beliefs and practices.

Consequently, the committee devel-
oped a “teacher’s packet” that will
provide safe, serviceable and scripturat
guidelines for teachers.

The Documents

The three documents included in
the teacher’s packet were selected
and/or developed after a number of
discussions involving the revision of
documents and gathering of warkable
ideas.

Thethree documents were selected
for different reasons.

The Free Will Baptist Covenant
was selected because the committee
wanted to impress upon the teacher
the necessity of denominational beliefs,
values and practices.

The committee assumed that each
teacher would ascribe to the church
covenant, as weil as the Treatise, but
still thought it wise to include the
document as an on-going reminder of
our historic faith.

Ateacher’s covenant was developed
to stimulate and remind the teacher of
certain practical obligations.

The term covenant in this instance,
as in the Free Wil Baptist Church
Covenant, indicates the teacher agrees
with the local church to fulfill certain
responsibilities,

The teacher’s covenant is quite
brief, including fewer than a dozen
items. The items cover such subjects
as visiting people, attending meetings,
giving to the lLord, gathering in the
Lord’s house and so forth.

A much longer list of items could
have been suggested, but the commit-
tee decided that if an extended list was
needed then the church had selected
the wrong type of person to be a
Christian leader to begin with.

Consequently, the committee
thought that the nomination of more
mature Christians for teaching respon-
sibilites would negate the need for an
extended list of responsibilities.

The teacher’s creed was written by
a committee member as a statement
of faith for the practicing teacher. It is
designed to stimuiate the teacher's
recognition of the broad duties that he
or she has as a Christian teacher.

With a strong conviction that there
are certain truths that are crucial, the
teacher is likely to be an influential
figure in shaping the lives of his or her
class members.

Since this creed is original and
relevant to many church needs, it is
quoted in full in the adjoining column.

The work of the Horton Heights
Christian Education Committee may
not be suitable for every Free Will
Baptist church.

On the other hand, the documents
do deal with biblical and practicai
questions that are relevant to any
Sunday School teacher in any local
Free Will Baptist church.

Local churches, no doubt, wiill have
some historical experiences that will
influence them to include some state-
ments and omit others.

Still, the basic beliefs, values and
practices and the overall emphasis of
the Horton Heights teacher’s packet
includes many suggestions helpful to
other churches that are interested in
having a safe, serviceable and scriptural
set of guidelines for their teachers. 4

ABOQUT THE WRITER: Dr. Douglas J. Simpson
is a member of Harton Heights Free Wil Baptist
Church, Nashuille, Tennessee. He teaches on
the faculty of Tennessee State University. Dr.
Simpsan serves on the Free Will Baptist Bibie
College Board of Trustees.
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newsfront

CITY PAYS
TRIBUTE TO
FWB MINISTER

O’FALLON, MO—Mayor George
Mussman proclaimed November 2-8,
1980, as Donald W. Lombard week in
O’Fallon, Missouri, in honor of the 36-
vear-old Free Will Baptist pastor who
was kiilled in a September 17 plane
crash while returning from a seminar
(see CONTACT, November, 1980, p.
20) in St. Louis.

Rev, Lombard, who pastored First
Free Will Baptist Church of O’Failon
for 11 years, was described by O’Fallon
Police Lt. Michael Henry as an “ex-
ceptional minister” who was a shining
image of his profession and well-re-
spected throughout the community.

Potice Chief Dan Granger presented
a certificate of appreciation to Carolyn
{Mrs. Donald) Lombard for Rev.
Lombard’s service as Department
Chief Chaplain. Mayor Mussman and
councilmen presented Mrs. Lombard
with a plagque in memory of her hus-
band’s outstanding service—the plaque
was inscribed with Lombard’s favorite
scripture, Philippians 1:21, “For to me
to live is Christ and to die is gain.”

Flags at the O’Fallon Police Depart-
ment were ordered flown at haif-staff.
Mayor Mussman has set aside a fund
in Rev. Lombard’s memory for the
Chaptaincy Program.

Rev,. Lombard had just been named
Director of the Midwest Region of the
International Conference of Police
Chaplains prior to his death.

RANDALL HOUSE TO PARTICIPATE
IN CHINA BOOK EXHIBITION

NASHVILLE, TN—RandallHouse Pub-
lications has been invited by the Asso-
ciation of American Publishers to par-
ticipate in the United States National
Book Exhibition to be conducted dur-
ing May in the People’s Republic of
China.

The China exhibition opens May 23
in Beijing and runs through May 25,
according to Randall House Assistant
Director Harrold Harrison. The exhibit
will begin simultaneously in six cities.
The other five exhibit cities are: Shang-
hai, Wuhan, Chengdu, Lanzhou and
Shenyang.

Nine titles from Randall House by
Free Will Baptist writers are included
in the 25,000-title, 150,000-book exhib-
it.

The Randall House materials in-
clude three copies each of: Biblical
Ethics by Leroy Forlines; Biblical
Graphics by Roger Reeds; Biblical

Systematics by Leroy Forlines; Chris-
tian Education: AnIniroduction Tolts
Scope, edited by Douglas Simpson;
How To Start A Bible Institute by
Harrold Harrison; Planting and Grow-
ing a Fundamental Church by Roy
Thomas; Romans by Robert Picirilli;
Survey Of The Entire Bible, edited by
H. D. Harrison; Why We Are Happily
Married, compiled by Harold and June
Critcher,

An American company, The Inter-
national Communications Agency,
stored all the exhibition materials in its
Brooklyn warehouse, supplied packing
materials and paid the ocean freight
fransportation-—at a cost exceeding
$300,000.

The Chinese National Publications
Import Corporation agreed to pur-
chase three copies of all books exhib-
ited by participating publishers.

WRITERS’ CONFERENCE TO MEET IN NASHVILLE

NASHVILLE, TN-—A Free Will Baptist
Writer's Conference is scheduled at
Free Will Baptist Bible College, March
13-14, 1981. The conference is spon-
sored by the Sunday School and
Church Training Department.

The conference is designed for both
beginning and established writers and
editors, and provides opportunity for
individuals to develop skills in Christian
writing. Participation is open to lay
persons and ministers alike, including
state paper editors, curriculumwriters,
pastors and students interested in
journalism.

In addition to three General Ses-
sions, registrants will have opportunity
to attend four Workshop Periods, se-
lecting from the following eight work-
shops (two workshops being conduct-
ed sirnultaneously):

Basics of Layout and Design; The
Art of Editing; How to Get Your
Article Published; The Art of Interview-
ing; Researching an Article; What Con-
stitutes Good Writing; Public Relations

Don’t Miss . ..

through Communication (includes
Church Publicity); and Photography
with Your Writing.

Experienced editors and writers will
serve as instructors.

Dr. Robert L, Sumner, assistant
editor of the Sword of the Lord, will
keynote the three General Sessions.
An on-campus banquet is scheduled
Friday at 6:30 p.m., followed by the
first General Session. Saturday activi-
ties commence at 8:45 a.m. and con-
ciude at 3:45 p.m.

Limited campus lodging is available
for pre-registrants {before March 1}.
Advanceregistration fee is $4.50 ($5.00
after March 1). Total cost for preregis-
trants is $28.00, which includes campus
lodging and meals.

For more information write: Free
Will Baptist Writers’ Conference, Dr.
Malcolm C. Fry, Conference Director,
P.0O.Box 17306, Nashville, Tennessee
37217.

Write for aFREE detailed program.

2

| Kihg James Fever (p. 12)

21/CONTACT/Mar. ’81



22/CONTACT/Mar. 81

newsfront

{continued)

Randall Raiders—({Back Row, L.) Coach Wayne Bess, Bill Riddle,
Jerry Daniel, Robert Simcox, Mark Lancaster, Nerlin Perry. (Front Row,
L.) Chris Harrison, John Ballard, Mitch Childress, Don Perry, Tim

Timbs.

RAIDERS STORM TO TOURNEY CROWN

NASHVILLE, TN—The Randall Raid-
ers from Randall Christian Academy
in Memphis won all four of their games
and snatched the first place trophy at
the second annual Free Will Baptist
High Schoot Tournament played Janu-
ary 8-10 on the Free Will Baptist Bible
Coliege campus.

Led by 62" Tournament Most Valu-
able Player Jerry Daniel and 6°5” center
Mark Lancaster, the west Tennessee
quintet blew through preliminary
rounds with 68-:37 and 74-44 romps
over teams from North Carolina and
Missouri.

First-year Coach Wayne Bess said
his talented Raiders used a 1-3-1 zone
defense to icethe tournament title in a

59.57 struggie with Liberty Christian
Academy, Durham, North Carolina.
However their biggest scare came ina
41-40 overtime thriller with a Guin,
Alabama team.

Thirteen schools from five states
participated in the 21-game, double-
elimination tournament. Ten players
were named to the ait-tournament
team, including two from the victorious
Raiders. Tournament MVP Jerry
Daniel averaged 23 points per game,
with his best effort being a 26-point
explosion in the finals.

Coach Wayne Bess, who only grad-
uates one player from his starting five,
smiled, “We should be tough next
year.”

GOVERNOR COMMENDS FLORIDA CAROLERS

TALLAHASSEE, FL—Florida Gover-
nor Bob Graham wrote a letter on
December 30, 1980, citing the “beauti-
ful contribution to the Christmas sea-

son” made by carolers from Lake
Jackson Free Will Baptist Church

when they sang at the governor’s

mansion on December 21,
Pastor J. D. Norris, Jr., said, “Our

people were excited about getting a
chance to witness to Governor Graham
and know he is a Christian.”

Governor Graham lauded the De-
cember efforts of the church by assur-
ing Pastor Norris, “Your personal wit-
ness is a clear example that Christ’s
message is alive today as it was in
Bethlehem.”

FWBBC ANNOUNCES
FACULTY CHANGES AND
STUDENT HONORS

NASHVILLE, TN--Citing his desire
to be involvedin alocal church ministry
at the present, Mr, DougLittle resigned
the Free Will Baptist Bible College
music faculty and moved to Oklahoma
where he assumed a position with
Southern Oaks Free Will Baptist
Church, Oklahoma City.

FWBBC began the 1981 spring se-
mester with Mrs, Lynn Hodges of
Fayette, Alabama, joining the music
facuity following Mr. Little’s resigna-
tion. Mrs. Hodges teaches music
theory, piano, voice and composition.

Mrs. Hodges received her B.S. and
M.Ed. at Auburn University. She has
served as a church music director,
taught at Fayette Academy, and was
choral director for Briarwood High
School in Birmingham. She has been
listed in “Outstanding Young Women
of America.”

In other action, fourteen FWBBC
seniors were selected for inclusion in
the 1981 edition of “Who’s Who Among
Studentsin American Universities and
Colleges.”

The honored seniors were nomi-
nated for “Who’s Who" by the faculty.

The following students received no-
tices of acceptance from the publisher:

Lydia Bozeman—Four Qaks, NC
Chery! Day—Chesapeake, OH
Byron Deel—Madison Heights, Ml
Tamara Efird—China Grove, NC
Keith Fletcher—Johnston City, IL
Sarah Fletcher—Johnston City, IL
Kevin Lauthern—Nashvilie, TN
John Neal-—New Castle, IN
Katrina Pickett-—Dothan, AL

Sam Pittman—Greenville, NC
Tim Rabon—Dothan, AL

David Rhodes—Granite City, IL
Rusty Russell, Jr.—Blakely, GA
Mark Thomas—Nashville, TN

MAGAZINES HAVE A MIKISTRY ... Lo

24V for this
— Magazinp



FWBBC Public Relations Director Paul Ketteman (L) and assistant Frank Breeden display

total on Tally Day.

' FWBBC CHRISTMAS PROJECT NEARS $50,000

NASHVILLE, TN--Free Will Baptist
Bible College’s annual Christmas Proj-
ect—a drive by students and faculty/-
staff to raise general operation funds
for the college over the holidays—
resulted in $45,501.42 when gifts were
totaled in chapel January 8. Later in
the day, the total passed $48,000 as
late gifts came in.

FWBBC Public Relations Director
Pau} Ketteman is confident the final
figure will be over $50,000.

The January tally day opened with
Ketteman announcing that more than
$17,000 had already been counted as
some gifts had been turned in early.
Students then filed from ali parts of the

auditorium past the tally table.

Ketteman anncunced each gift as it
was handed to him, and the name of
the students(s) responsible for raising
it.

Thesingle largest gift was $3,502.75,
turned in by Brian Peters, a sophomore
from the First Free Will Baptist Church
of Newport News, Virginia.

Though short of the $62,500-goal
for the drive, Mr. Ketteman was en-
couraged by the student effort and
announced, “We can underwrite the
gift portion of the general operation of
the coliege for a month as a result of
the Christmas Proiect.”
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PASTOR APPRECIATION AND GOLDEN YEARS CELEBRATION OBSERVED

FLEASANT GRQOVE, AL--Pastor
George Ritter and his wife both agreed
that “it was one of the nicest things
that ever happened o us” when mem-
bers surprised them on Sunday morn-
ing with a “Pastor Appreciation Day.”

Smiling members called Pastor and
Mrs. Ritter to the front of First Free
Will Baptist Church, Pleasant Grove,
and presented them with an engraved
silver coffee service. The pastor even
had to hear someone eise preach in his
pulpit, James R. Woodruff, before the
congregation allowed the Ritters into
the Church Fellowship Room
where a special dinner awaited them.

Later, First Church honored its
members who were 65 and older in a
“Golden Years” celebration. Six golden

years members shared festimonies with
the congregation, including one who

Pastor George
Ritter {(back row}
and “Golden”
years”
celebrants,

had been converted to Christianity in
1914.
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North West FWB Church, Okla-
homa City OK, ended 1980 with eight
adults saved on their bus roufes. Just one
more evidence that bus ministry does not
have to be only children oriented. James
Murray pastors.

Twelve students have enrolled at Ren-
nes FWB Bible Institute in Rennes,
France, according to foreign missionary
Joe Haas. Reverend Haas said that each
of the students is at a crossroads in their
lives seeking God's wili concerning future
schooling, marriage and Christian growth.

Yellow and black ribbons adorn the
buildings at Emmanuel FWB Church,
Sharpsburg, NC. Pastor Dlelmas
Brown said the church purchased vellow
ribbons and displayed them as a sign of
protest against [ran holding the American
hostages. But the black ribbons are display-
ed to remind people of America’s sin of
aliowing legalized murder of moere than
seven million babies through abortion.

Home missionary pastor Ron Scott
said mid-week service attendance at the
First FWB Church, Wheeling, WV,
has climbed into the twenties. Reverend
Scott, his wife Delilah and their three
children, moved to the mission work from
a pastorate in California.

The West Virginia State Moderator
Russell Wright felt the call of God to a
home mission work in Lincoln, NE. Rev.
Wright requests that anyone having friends
or relatives in or near the Lincoin, NE, area
to send their names and addresses to:
Russell Wright, Box 67, Sod, WV 25564.

Lawnwood FWB Church, Tulsa,
OK, has a far ranging Woman’s Auxiliary
group. The auxiliary voted to give each
student from Lawnwood Church $100 to-
ward tuition expenses at Hillsdale FWB
College, Moore, OK. J.C, Morgan pas-
tors.

North Side FWB Church, Phoe-
nix, AZ, turned its property over to the

Arizona State Home Missions Board ef-
fective January 1, 1981, Services were
discontinued in the North Side building.
Mr. Lloyd Moran was appointed to lead
services for the diplaced members.

A delightful episode took place in T rini-
ty FWB Church, Oklahoma City,
OK. [t seems that Pastor DeArthur
Yandeil invited a guest speaker, Rev.
David McDougal who was starting a
new church in Ada, OK. After McDougal
preached, Pastor Yandell chailenged Trin-
ity members to raise $1,000 in support for
the new work within 30 days. To Yandell's
surprise, within five minutes the Trinity
Church had pledged $1,250 to the new
work and within two weeks the money had
been raised and mailed to Rev. McDougal.
Congratulations to both Trinity FWB
Church and the recipient of their good will,
Rev. David McDougal.

First FWB Church, Dothan, AL,
adopted a $116,000 budget for 1981. Accord-
ing to Pastor Jim Turnbough, the bud-
get includes a world outreach program
which will send ten percent of the church'’s
undesignated offerings through the Nation-
al Cooperative Plan.

Here’s another Oklahoma church which
raised scholarship money for Hillsdale
FWB College students. This time it was
First FWB Church,Moore, OK.Pas-
tor Dan Farmer and members raised
$500 to be divided between five students
who attended college from First Church.
This is such a grand idea we hope it
catches on in every state concerning all of
our colieges,

Pastor Charles Wilson of Grace
FWB Church, Oklahoma City, OK,
announced that the church has started a
Christian school. The school enrolled 39
students and includes grades 1-12. Pastor
Wilson directs the school.

Newcastle FWB Church, New-
castle, OK, has begun a day-care pro-
gram according to Pastor Frank Giles.

East Tulsa FWB Church, Tulsa,
OK, got a new parson a few months back.
Nowthey have a new parsonage for Parson
Bailey Thompson.

Attendance at Calvary Fellowship
FWB Church, Fenton, MO, leaped 35
percent this past year, according to Pastor

Jerry Norris. During the same time, of-
ferings increased 20 percent.

CONTACT weicomes the Jefferson
Road Journal publication of Jefferson
Road FWB Church, Sumter, SC,
Mirchael Jones pastors.

First FWB Church, Checotah,
OK, just invested $600 to purchase new
Free Will Baptist hymnals. Charles
Bigger pastors.

When 1980 ended, the drive to secure
funds for the Founders Club of the
FWB Graduate Schoo! had surpassed
$73,000 according to FWB Bible College
President Charles A. Thigpen, Thigpen
launched the drive to finance the graduate
school at the National Convention in Ana-
heim, CA. He challenged the denomina-
tion to raise $250,000 by the proposed
opening date, August, 1982.

Program Director Vicki Adams of
television KWTV-Channel 9, in Okiahoma
City, Oklahoma said she had never heard a
police chaplain deliver any kind of devo-
tional thought on their station but she
thought it was a unique idea. The chaplain
who provided that unique idea turned out
tobe Rev. Stanley K. Konopinski who
in addition to being an officer for the Okia-
homa Department of Human Services is
also associate pastor at Trinity Free Will
Baptist Church, Oklahoma City.

And finally, just so you will not forget
that it rains on the just as well as the unjust.
It seems that Deacon Lossie Young was
called home after Sunday Schoeol. While
Deacon Young had been engaged in study-
ing the Word of God, burglars had broken
into his home and swiped numerous belong-
ings. Young is a member of College
Lakes Free Will Baptist Church,
Fayvetteville, NC. Bobby Glen
Smith pastors. 4
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DOCTRINE {From page 25)

should only be enough to live on
during that year. If that be the case, a
person ends up at retirement age with
no money.

Assuming that a person does not
encounter tragedy before he reaches
retirement age, his working years
should make enough for him to live
after his retirement.

Those who set salaries should keep
in mind that a salary should include
money (1) for general iving expenses,
{2) to live that with moderation a
person can have the appearance of
being a leader if he is in a leadership
role, (3) to handle medical, dental and
insurance payments, (4) to save money
for future needs such as emergencies,
down-payment on a house, chiidren’s
education, and for retirement years
and (5) money for life insurance.

We are not being nice to people
when we pay them a salary that will
accomnplish the things mentioned
above. We are simply doing what we
ought to do.

While Paul was illustrating the fact
that salvation is by grace instead of
works in Romans 4:4, the principle
telis us not to owe a person something
when he works for us.

Paul said, “Nowto him that worketh
is the reward not reckoned of grace
(an unmerited favor}, but of debt (an
obligation). When we pay those who
render Christian service, we are not
doing them a favor; we are fulfilling an
obligation that we have to them.

A fourth factor to consider is that
when a significant amount of money is
necessarily spent on expenses, a dis-
tinction should be made between sal-
ary and expenses,

For example, it is necessary for a
pastor to drive his car in carrying out
pastoral responsibilities. While the num-
ber of miles varies from one pastor to
another, let us illustrate with 15,000
miles per year.

While there is no rate per mile that
all agree on, to make arithmetic easier
let us use 20¢ per mile. This means
that the pastor’s automobile expenses
for ayear should be $3,000. That is not
part of his salary, because he can only
use the money to pay automobile ex-
penses,

What | have said about mileage
should also be used when deciding
what to give evangelists and other

guest speakers. They should be paid
mileage, needs and lodging when such
are involved.

For example, if the round trip was
400 miles and he drove his car, he
should receive $80 for his automobile
expenses, Inflation makes it more nec-
essary than ever before that those
who use their automobiles in their
work be paid for their use. Inflation
also means that we need to continually
reassess what to pay per mile.

When travel time adds a day more
extratime, there is an obligation to pay
for the time spent in travel as well as
time in actual ministry. We should
think about a love offering for someone
only after we have taken care of our
responsibilities to him.

It is not an act of love to reimburse
someone for his expenses and to give
him areasonable wage for his time. [tis
a moral responsibility.

A fifth consideration is that details
of salary setting should include aware-
ness of how income tax laws affect the
case,

Often church-paid workers have
paid more income tax than necessary
if they and the church had followed
proper procedures. Those interested
should check with a tax accountant or
someone else who deals with income
tax problems.

A sixth consideration is to keep
open lines of communication with church-
paid workers about whether they are
suffering unduly from financial stress.
Open lines of communication would,
in my opinion, solve most of the prob-
lems.

Church-paid workers who are
worthy to work in churches would not
expect to be paid money the church
does not have. Certainly, churches do
not want to impose suffering and hard-
ship on their workers.

A seventh consideration is that sal-
aries should reflect not only moral
obligation, but also love, respect and
appreciation. Everybody will be hap-
pier when this is the case.

WHEN THE CHURCH
CANNOT PAY
ADEQUATELY

A church cannot pay in salaries
what it does not have and cannot
reasonably obtain. When they cannot
pay a person an adequate salary, they

should be frank and say so. If they
cannot pay adequately, they should
expect the pastor or other church.
paid workers to supplement his salary
in some other way.

There should be an understanding
about whether this is to be a temporary
or a permanent arrangement, If it is
tempeorary, a review date should be
set. When a promise is made that
salary will be increased as soon as
possible, the promise should be kept.

Suppose a church cannot adequate-
ly pay an evangelist for his services.
Men of God do not want to deny their
services to those who need it because
of inadequate finances.

This is one reason those who can
pay well should give extra to the man
of God. When the time comes that he
is called on to minister among those
who may not be able to pay, he can
thus offer his services without suffering
undue hardship.

There may be needed ministries
that the church may not, for sometime
tocome, be abie to staff with adaquate-
ly paid workers, In such cases, those
who employ the workers should be
frank to say so. It should be under-
standable if there is more rapid turn-
over among such underpaid workers.

When financial reality makes a
change necessary, the person should
feel good about service rendered rath-
er than feeling bad about having to
terminate his services.

It is very thoughtful, in cases of
underpaid workers, for people to help
out with food, clothing and gifts. How-
ever, salaries should never be kept low
based on the fact that people give
them gifts. People should give items
because they love and respect others,
not because they feel sorry for them.

[ do not think church work should
be a means of getting rich. People
shouid expect that they could prob-
ably make more money in secular
employment than church employment.
People should want to work in the
church in order to have a ministry.

At the same time, there is no reason
for pastors and church-paid workers
to constantly be in financial strain, if
that is not the case among people to
whom they minister.

[ hope this straightforward ook will
help accomplish some much-needed
revisions in the approach frequently
used to set salaries of church-paid
workers, &



OUR WOMEN SPEAK

How We Salvaged Our
Church Library

By Sadako Hashimoto

he Waipahu Free Will Baptist

Church Library exists to sup-

port the programs of the
church and to serve the members of
its congregation,

The library committee strives to
establish an organized resource center
which will help to communicate the
Gospel by sight, sound and word, and
to provide Christians with resources
“togrowin grace and in the knowledge
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ™
(Il Peter 3:18).

Under our pastor’s leadership, the
library is planned and equipped for
maximum use by children, adults and
teachers. Much time is spent in prayer
for the guidance and wisdom to see
this project through.

Planned functions

Our library will perform three func-
tions: as a materials center, as an
instructional center, and as a service
center.

The library as materials center will
serve the church by:

Providing instructional materials
which support and enrich the Sunday
Schooland CTS curriculums, Vacation
Bibie School, Children's Church, Wo-
man’s Auxiliary, Master’s Men and
other progratms of the church.

Teacher’s guides, flannelgraph les.
$ONS, memaory verse packets and teach-
ing pictures have been categorized
and catalogued for maximum use and
accessibility,

A Materials
Center

An Instructional
Center

A Service

Center

THE FUNCTION OF THE CHURCH
LIBRARY MEDJA CENTER

Theiibrary as an instrutional center
will serve the church by:

. Providing adequate facilities for
independent study and group
work.,

. Providing information that will train
and assist workers in ali depart-
ments and outreaches of our
church,

. Providing descriptions of and tools
for all jobs that support the pro-
grams of our church.

The library as a service center will

serve the church by:

. Providing an efficient system of
circulating library resource mate-

rials and equipment.

. Providing assistance to all Chris-
tian education teachers and church

members.

. Providing information on newly
acquired media resources and e-

quipment,

. Providing adequate facilities, equip-
ment and supplies for producing

audiovisual materials.

—
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