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RABBIT (From page 3)

Easter’'s message establishes the
truth of Christianity. Jesus was de-
clared to be the Son of God by the
resurrection. The truth of all His teach-
ings was established by the Easter
miracle.

Easter, not the Cross, consum-
mated His work of redemption. A
crucifix with Jesus hanging on a cross
has no place in a Protestant church.
Hewas “delivered for our sins and was
raised again for our justification.”

“He died for all, that they which live
should not henceforth live unto them-
selves, but unto him which died for
them and rose again.” He “lay down
his life that he might take it again.”

The redemption message is “if thou
shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord
Jesus and shalt believe in thine heart
that God hath raised him from the
dead, thou shalt be saved.”

E aster is also the pledge of the resur-
rection of God’s people: “Now is
Christ risen from the dead and become
the firstfruits of them that slept.” Paul
repeats that pledge by saying: “If we
believe that Jesus died and rose again,
even so them which sleep in Jesus will
God bring with him.”

Easter is the pledge of believers ta
live a risen, changed life: “Therefore
we were buried with him by baptism
into death, and, like as Christ was
raised from the dead by the glory of
the Father, even so we also should
walk in newness of life.”

We should five in fellowship with the
living Christ. One theologian has given
these emphases about the resurrected
Christ:

(1) Tolive in a world where Christ is
risen is to five in a world where Christ
is our contemporary,

{2) To live in a world where Jesus is
risen is to live in aworld where Jesus is
Lord.

(3) To live in a world where Jesus is
risen is to live a world where Jesus is
inescapable.

(4) To live in a world where Jesus is
risenis toiive in a world where Jesus is
at work,

The Easter message is an everyday
message. Every first day of the week
(Sunday) is in honor of His resurrec-
tion. Our task is to preach the living
Christ and to invite men and women to
an encounter with the risen and reign-
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ing Lord of iife and history.

Dyed rabbits are cute. Colored eags
are beautiful. But the Easter story is
toc precious to be shadowed behind
beaks and bunnies.

Easter tells of a living Christ who is
in our midst and is pleading for men to
acknowledge Him as a living Savior.

Pink, blue and green rabbits and
purple and red chickens are a poor
substitute for the greatest truth in the
Bible: “Now is Christ risen from the
dead.” 4

ABOUT THE WRITER: Dr. J. D. O’Donnell is
president of Bethel Bible Institute, Paintsuville,
Kentucky,
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Come Weep
With Me

By Odie Nunley

inistering to the bereaved
is a ministry in which every-
one can serve, One of the
ways God shows His love is through
the believer and this can be expressed
in many different acts of kindness.
“Cancer! But he’s just a baby!” My
first experience with death came tome
as a young boy. My nephew was
diagnosed with cancer when he was
only a few months old. I saw my sister
and her family struggle through a year
and a half of much uncertainty before
his death.
The phone rang, bringing the sad

news of a best friend’s death, “It
happened suddenly on the basketball
court, He didn't suffer.”

Still it was hard to understand why
God would take someone with such a
zest for living. Newly married, presi-
dent of the student body, seemingly
well prepared to serve the Lord—his
death seemed such a waste.

It was a beautiful spring day. Driving
home after work, | was making plans
and dreaming about buying our first
house. My dreaming came to an abrupt
halt as the fire chief met me and said,
“You need to go right to the hospitai.
Your son has been burned.”

A beautiful healthy almost three-
year-old. My first born. I wanted to
cry, “No, Lord!” At the hospital |

found my wife with a pastor friend and
neighbors. In less than 24 hours our
son was dead. Our tives would never
again be the same.

Most of the following days are a
blur. But some things stand out-the
Christian friends who sat with us, our
families who came as soon as they
heard, the salesman who gave us his
credit card to make necessary long
distance calls, people who came by
our home before and after the funeral,
friends who cleaned the house and left
food, friends and relatives recalling
precious things about our little Paul,
those who wept with us for our loss.

Through these encounters with
death and other experiences of sorrow
to come, | learned valuable lessons
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that would benefit others to whom |
would minister.

Identify With Them

There are many ways to minister to
the bereaved, And the first is that we
must be able to identify with them.

None of us could go to every situa-
tion and say, “I know just how you
feel,” because in truth, we do not
know just how they feel. In some way
we can weep with them,

When Jesus came to the home of
Mary and Martha and was told that
their brother, Lazarus, had died, “He
groaned in the spirit and was troubled.”
John 11:35 says, “Jesus wept.”

When others saw His tears they
said, “Behold, how he loved him.”
When our Lord saw how deeply His
friends were grieving, His heart was
touched and He identified with them.

Allow Them Toe Mourn

After the funeral of our young son,
we returned to our home. | stood at
the back door looking in the corner of
our yard where Paul spent so much
time playing.

I was crying when my precious wife
came up behind me and said, “You
need to get a hold on yourself. We
must be strong and set a good example
because we are believers.”

We have since realized our mistake.
Mourning is a very necessary and
healthy step to take in recovering from
the loss of a loved one. Many times,
meaning well, we are too quick to urge
our friends to stop their grieving. The
grieving process varies in length accord-
ing to individuals and situations.

We need to recognize the typical
stages of grief, First, there is shock,
then emotional release. Some don’t
have the ability to concentrate on
anything but the lost object. We need
to be aware of symptoms of physical
distress, feelings of depression and
gloom,

Often there are feelings of guilt,
sometimes hostility. There may be an
unwillingness to participate in the usual
patterns of conduct. The healing pro-
cess begins to emerge when there is a
gradual realization that withdrawal from
life is unrealistic. The finai stage is
readjustment to reality.

We need to be there to help our

friends throughthis time, not just after
the funeral, but for many days to
come. When Moses died, the children
of Israel wept for 30 days.

The normal grief process should
not last more than two vears, in most
cases only a few months,

Be A Good Listener

When you arrive at the house where
friends and family have gathered, go
quickly to the relatives of the deceased
that you know and express yourself in
a few words, if nothing more than, “I
am sorry . .. [loveyou ... God bless
UOU.”

Be careful not to get sidetracked
with other friends before you get to the
family. A person should say the good
things that he remembers about the
person who has died.

It means much to a family when a
friend can recall some special event
with the deceased white he was living.

Sometimes afamily member may or
may not want to talk about the death.
If they do want to talk we might just
say, “Tell me about it.” We must be
careful lest we be quilty of interrogat-
ing.

If this was a death where the de-
ceased was terminally il and the family
was prepared, there is not the same
shock as when the death was sudden
or the result of an accident. If it was an
accident and a member of the family
was present or involved, they may
have great feelings of quilt.

In this case be careful not to ask
questions such as, “Did you take him
to the doctor? Did you give him this or
that?” They feel badly encugh without
having to answer such questions.

Don't forget the children in the
family. Listen to them and be carefulin
answering their questions.

Use caution in telling children that a
person who has died has only gone to
sleep, for this may cause them to fear
going to sleep and not waking up.

Be careful in telling children that
Jesus took them to heaven with Him,
for they may decide they want nothing
to do with Jesus if He caused such
hurt.

It may be best to simply tell them
the loved one has died. This is just his
body, the house he lived in on earth,
and his soul lives on; and that someday

we will all be together again.

Go To The Funeral

What an impact it may have on the
elderly when they go to the funeral of a
friend and so few people are there.
They may say to themselves, “When |
die, who will come to my funeral? [t
looks as if no one cares.”

Funeral attendance differs over our
great country, but it seems that we are
seeing a decline in attendance. People
are too busy, or they have jobs and
think they can’t afford to take a couple
of hours off work.

Little do they realize how important
it is to the family to have them at the
funeral. Don’t forget to sign the register
book. Though the family may not
realize you are there during the service,
when they return home and look
through the register, it makes them
feel good to know you were there.

At my Dad’s funeral, one of the
things I most remember is that the
men who worked with Dad or knew
him would introduce themselves, and
instead of expressing so much sym-
pathy, they shared some experience
they had with my dad or what they
remembered best about him. This had
a lasting impression on me.

Send A Card Or Call

Y ou may not think a card will mean
much, but it means more than you
may ever know, We saved all the cards
sent after the death of our son, and
years after his death have re-read
them. It gives us a warm feeling to
know people care.

When the death or funeral is in
another city or state and it is impossible
to attend, a phone call, which is some-
thing very personal, will be long re-
membered.

If you are willing to give a part of
yourself and be directed by the Lord,
He will minister through you by com-
forting and loving the bereaved. You
will find your life richer and more
meaningful.

When you hear the bereaved cry,
“Come weep with me,” be there. A

ABQUT THE WRITER: Rev. Odie Nunley is in
his 10th year as pastor at Guymon Free Will
Baptist Church, Guymon, Oklahoma.
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until inter-church fellowship was not
to be found except with sister
churches.

Doctrinal distinctives had to be so
propounded, so as to forge a
denominational structure, that
fellowship with others was out of the
question.

Friendship for the ministers was fo
be had only among like kind for the
most part. This within itself may have
very well accounted for the rapid
growth and expansion of the fledgling
denomination.

Followship was learned in these
guatterly meetings. Methods,
doctrine, practices and distinctives
were laid down, and all were called
upon to adhere.

When the above stated things
were the order, great crowds
attended. Revivals broke out and
scores of people were converted.
Such were the quarterly meetings in
Early America.

Church reports were read and
heard with interest. Much time was
spent in prayer. Doctrinal preaching
was in vogue. Any differences among
the brethren or churches were
settled. A united effort was called for.
Progress was sought.

There was no problem getting
delegates to attend, Ministers were
required to be in attendance and
obligated to tender a report of
ministerial activities.

FAILING

All of the aforesaid continued well
into the 20th century. Only in recent
years has there been a decline and
deterioration. How does one account
for the late developments?

Some would preach the funeral of
the local associational quarterly and
simply “bury the dead.” Others
would seek to revive, revitalize and
restructure what yet appears to be
able (when weli) to answer an accute
need of ministers and churches.

These seem to be motivated by
Christ’'s admonition to the
congregation at Sardis. “Be watchful
and strengthen the things that
remain, that are ready to die. .. "
{Revelation 3:2).

Maybe if value can be seen, faults
can be detected and corrected and
some new formats can be offered,

the quarterly meeting will be
extricated from the bog.

FINDINGS

Words that may be employed here
to effectively deal with the issue are
tradition, trite, time, trouble and
tiredness.

Segments of the constituency, not
as denominational as they ought to
be nor as appreciative as they should
be of the heritage, have branded the
quarterly meeting a tradition.

For the most part these have
taken an ultra-independent attitude
and for all practical purposes have
become independent in course and
action. Several have already left the
ranks having started the outward
course by despising the quarterlies.

Not ali traditions are wrong. Paul
admonished the Thessalonians in this
regard when he wrote, “therefore,
brethren, stand fast and hold the
traditions which ye have been
taught . . . " (Il Thessalonians 2:15).

There is a sense in which Paul's
further warning could be applied
here: “ . . . withdraw from every
brother that walketh disorderly and
not after the tradition which he
received from us” (Il Thessalonians
3:6),

Webster’s simplest definition for
“trite” is worn out or stale. Stale may
well define some quarterly meetings.
There is such a sameness about one
after another until no life is sensed in
the affair.

Knowledgeable men with planning
wisdom, having ability to lead, should
be elected as officers. Never should
these positions be filled simply
because one is popular or just in
order to give “the man some
experience.”

A well thought out, prayed over,
ptanned program shouid be in the
offing each quarter. This can best be
insured by having a program
committee. No moderator or clerk
should be pressed into duty without
having some type of programmed
outline to follow. Without planning,
we condemn the quarterly meeting.

“Time is of the essence.”

Y esterday, when Free Will Baptist
ministers, in the majority, seemed to
be the most vitally concerned about
the ongoing of the kingdom as

promoted by their denomination,
there was time for the quarterly
gatherings.

Now there is such an emphasis
placed on an expected success until
the conscientious (sometimes
intimidated) pastor feels he must
avail himself of every seminar and
special training class taught by the
so-called successful in order to keep
up. So much time is consumed in
this procedure until one thinks
himself unable to spare the time for
his local associational responsibilities.

Too, in some associations the time
alloted for the sessions has become
so limited untii it’s hardly worth the
effort to attend. Again, fack of
planning can be cited as the primary
cause.

“Don’t trouble trouble until it
troubles you.” It has been said, “I'd
go to the quarterly meeting but
there’s generally trouble.”

Those early foreshadowing
meetings of the first century, in all
probability, came about because of
trouble. Coming together should not
spell trouble, but troubte should
never keep Christians from coming
together. Trouble has been used too
often as an excuse.

Of course, when there is an
agenda to follow, trouble has not
much of a chance to foster or fester.

“In our modern society,” they say,
“folk are too tired to attend.” For
that reason, men for the most part
are excused as delegates and
housewives {as though they do not
work) are sent to expedite business
for the kingdom. Scripture records
that the ark of the covenant was
carried on the shoulders of men
{(Numbers 7:9).

When pastors believe in the
quarterly meetings, male delegates
attend, officers with leadership ability
are elected, programs are planned,
helps are offered and capable
preachers are assigned to preach
doctrinal sermons, quarterly
meetings will resurrect and be
effective again.

Where the case is otherwise, one
will find the quarterly meeting in
quagmire—bogged down. i

ABOUT THE WRITER: Dr. WadeJerniganisa
Free Will Baptist evangelist operating out of
Fresno, Cdlifornia. He is a member of the
Commission on Theologicel Liberalism.
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never bother to make up for the
Sunday missed. This person must be
prompted to attend in order to get his
support.

Another way some people rob God
is to make a generous one-time gift.
However, this gift to the Lord’s work
on an annual basis is smaller than the
widow’s who gives a small amount
regularly.

Another member has a special tele-
vision evangelist he likes, so he sends
to that ministry on a regular basis.
Many of these are self-appointed proph-
ets who devour widows houses by
offering them empty promises which
Peter calls “clouds without water.”

They promise instant success, riches
and healing. All you have to do is send
them an offering. For these gifts these
members get nothing in return not
even a vote: only another letter con-
taining another return envelope for
the next gift.

Wouldn't it be wonderful if everyone
gave to the church what they claim on
their income tax report? [f the IRS ever
starts sending a report to the local
church for gifts reported, it couid
prove embarrassing for some,

For years | never saw the financial
records in churches [ pastored—I chose
not to. However, inrecent years] have
changed my thinking on this. It has
been a real eye-opener for me since |
began reviewing the records.

As I looked over the receipts for a
quarter | found that those who tithed
regularly were the ones who seemed
to be the happiest and had the least
problems. Could it be because they
tithed?

Assorted Thieves

The winner of a national marathon
race disclosed that he received food
stamps from the government while
preparing for the race. | couldn’t help
but think, “Is this what the food stamp
program is for?”

Here was a perfectly healthy young
man, able to work, letting the govern-
ment feed him while preparing for a
race. He also disclosed that he received
money for givingtalks to organizations
but refused to give the amounts, He
said it was a secret.

Stealing applies to the executive
who takes pencils, paper clips and
stamps. It has been said concerning

Harry Truman that he refused to use
even a stamp from the office for his
personal maii.

What about the carpenter who takes
nails, screen wire and materials from
the job for personai use? Or the me-
chanic who takes tools belonging to
others or replaces parts on a custom-
er’s car when it is not needed?

What about the person who tends
to personal business while on company
time? Or the secretary who runs to the
department store to make a purchase
during working hours while the boss is
away’?

Pilfering (stealing by employees) has
become a major problem for many
businesses. It was reported that Jack-
sonville, Florida city employees took
roofing shingles home and had roofed
their own homes with them,

Misrepresentation seemed terrible
when Oldsmobile used Chevrolet en-
gines, But what about preachers who
misrepresent the truth about God?
Some people will miss Heaven because
they listened to the wrong information.

The Right To Possessions

Every mother tells her child, “No,
that doesn’t belong to you; give it
back. You don't take things that belong
to other people.”

This is a mother’s way of telling her
child what God said to Moses, “Thou
shait not steal” {(Exodus 20:15}.

This eighth commandment forbids
us to injure our neighbor by taking his
possessions. [t guarantees each of us
the right to own property and claim
POSSESSIONS,

Albert Barnes says its deeper mean-
ing is found in the tenth commandment,
“Thou shalt not covet.” No human eye
can see the coveting heart. [t is wit-
nessed only by him who possesses it
and by Him to whom all things are
naked and open.

Jesus summed up ali the command-
ments into two: (1) Love God with all
your heart, and (2) Thy neighbor as
thyself.

The first four of the Ten Command-
ments deal with man’s relationship to
God. The other six deal with man's
refationship with man,

Keil and Delitzsch say that God’s
commandments “first of all secure life,
marriage, and property against active
invasion or attack, and then, proceed-

ing from deed to word and thought,
they forbid false witness and coveting.”

Life Is A Possession

Life is guaranteed by God in the
commandment, “Thou shalt not kill.”
Totake alifeis to steal that which God
has given. We did not choose to be
born, but we were a gift from God.

No man has a right to take a life
whether it be his own (suicide) or the
life of another {murder). The command-
ment “Thou shalt not kill” quaranteed
to every person the right to possess
that God-given life.

Anyonewho took thelife of another
was punished by forfeiting his own life.
{Genesis 2:6), The areatest theft in the
universe is to steal a man’s life from
him--even the life of an unborn child.

One’'sMatels APossession

Leviticus 20:10 in simple terms states
God's position on protecting one’s
mate from being stolen by another.
The most subtle of all stealing is to
steal the affections of another person’s
husband or wife.

God's prohibition against adultery
is not only directed against any assault
upon the husband’s dearest posses-
sion, for the tenth commandment
guards against that, but upholds the
sacredness of marriage. It applies
equally to the woman as to the man.

“Thou shalt not steal” applies here
also. To purposely seek to get another
person’s husband or wife is stealing.

Property Is A Possession

The command “Thou shalt not steal”
not only prohibited the removal of
another man’s property, but also in-
cluded injury done to his belongings.

The Pharisees saw this as an out-
ward act. However, Jesus said it was
deeper than the act itself. [t also includ-
ed the thought of sin when a person
brings his gift to the altar and remem-
bers that his brother has something
against him. He is to leave his offering
before the altar and first be reconciled
to his brother.

Possessions should never separate

—_—
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THIEF (From page 11)

the love relationship between a Chris-
tian and another person.

Thelaw protects aperson’s property
with licenses, deeds, titles, patents,
copyrights and other means. However
the greatest protection one has is the
moral character of those around him.
Other people whe have your interest
at heart are your protection. Especially
if it is their desire to please God in all
things.

InLuke 19:8 we find the influence of
the Old Testament law that required a
thief to return more than he had
stolen. Zacchaeus told Jesus that if he
had defrauded anyone he would return
four times as much as he took.

The modern day principle of paying
a fine to the treasury of a community is
not found in the scripture, unless
Leviticus 5:6-19 be interpreted as refer-
ring to such.

Stealing happens today in many
forms from false advertising, inferior
products, improper weights and meas-
ures, kick-backs, flim-flam schemes,
pay-offs, over-charging, bribes and ex-
tortion.

Certain positions require by law
that a man be honest in order to meet

the qualifications for the office. In the
Old Testament a judge appointed by
Moses had to be honest (Exodus 18:21).
In the New Testament it was also a
requirement for bishops and deacons.

The primary source of stealing then
Is a heart that is not right with God. It
does not consider God’s law and has
no regard for his feflow man except as
a means of increasing his own bank
account.

Agur prayed, “Give me not poverty,
lest]steal.” Extreme poverty seems to
be a breeding ground for thieves.
Proverbs also warns us against laziness
that causes a person to steal instead of
working to supply his basic needs.

A great evil of our day seems to be
the fast living pace that causes one to
live above his means and promise
more than his ability to pay.

The temptation to appear rich and
successful has brought many to pover-
ty's door, proving again that the LOVE
of money is the root of all evil.

Stealing has no place in the Chris-
tian life. If you are tempted in this way,
you should ask forgiveness of God and
the person who has been wronged.

TheBlood of Jesus has covered this
sin along with ail the rest, Peter says,

“But let none of you suffer as a murder-
er, or gs a thief, or as an evil-doer, or
as a busybody in the other men’s
matters.” 4

ABOUT THE WRITER: Rev. Leroy Cutler
pastors Immanuel Free Will Baptist Church,
Jacksonville, Florida. The North Carolina native
graduated from FWBBC in 1958. He holds the
Doctor of Ministry degree from Luther Rice
Seminary. Dr. Cutler has also earned a commer-
cial pilat license and has flight instructor rating.
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New From Randall House

This book is different!

It impacts with the reader head-on.
It answers questions Christians are asking.

* What does it mean to be
free?

¢ Can a person truly be free
and Christian in this
century?

® What characterizes
liberated people?

¢ How can | become a
mature believer?

Dr. Douglas Simpson effectively i-
dentifiesand describes immature be-
iievers in the church context. They
aredealt with undersuch categories
as the weak, the offended, the arro-
gant, the abusive, the manipulative,
and the judgmental,

Dr. Simpson provides a scriptural

model for the development of mature

believers.

Randall House Publications
P.0. Box 17306

Nashville, Tennessee 37217

(615) 361-1221

$3.95

Figure 5% of total order for postage it
cash accompanies order, Figure 10%
of totat order for postage and handiing
if cash does not accompany order.
Add $1.00 for postage and handling if
order is less than $10.00. Prices are

fluid and are subject to change with-
out notice.
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“WE BELIEVE IN MISSIONS”

The testimonvy of one church

otal missions giving exceeded

$50,000 in 1980 at Central

Free Will Baptist Church in
Royal Oak, Michigan.

Tom and Patty McCullough, mis-
sionaries to France and members of
Central, were commissioned on June
29th and presented a check for $11,000.

Steve and Becky Riggs, short-term
missionaries to France and members
of Central, returned home to share
their needs with the church on August
31st and received an offeringin excess
of $2,000.

On October 12th, Paul and Amy
Robinson, missionaries to Uruguay
and members of Central, came home
for Paul and AmyRobinson Day. They
received an offering of nearly $6,200,
which greatly encouraged them and
boosted their sluggish account.

Central's Missionary budget for 1980
was $15,000 for undesignated missions
giving alone.

It would be a gross misunderstand-
ing for one to get the idea that Central
Church is full of rich members and
that just by passing a plate, thousands
of dollars could be received at a mo-
ment’s notice.

The burden of missions has been
with people since the church was
started by asmall group of believers in
astorefront building in Highland Park,
Michigan in 1937.

Central’s first pastor, Rev. Raymond
Rigas, became our denomination’s first
Foreign Missions Director, and re-
turned some vears iater for a second
tenure as the church’s pastor.

Other pastors, known and respected
because of their great concern for
world evangelization, include Dr.
Charles Thigpen, president of Free
Will Baptist Bible College; Dr. Joe
Ange, longtimeF oreign Missions Board
member and director of the Christian
Service Department at Free Will Bap-

tist Bible College; and the present
pastor, Rev. Mitton Worthington.

Rev. Worthington, like his predeces-
sors, is a pastor who continually keeps
before his people the needs of a lost
and dyingworld. Members report that
never a week passes but that their
pastor lifts up in prayer the names of
Central’'s Christian workers, mission-
aries and former pastors laboring a-
round the worid.

This increasing emphasis by her
pastors and key lay-people accounts
in large part for Central’s strong,
healthy missionary heartbeat.

Themembership at Centralincludes
no doctors, bankers or lawyers—ijust
regular peopie who have a concern for
missions. There are some mechanics,
tool makers, factory laborers, one or
two engineers, some secrefaries, a
small sprinkling of teachers, a few
buyers and some salesmen.

But when needs are presented and
members are asked to pray for direc-
tion in giving, God burdens individual
hearts, and needs are met.

For instance, on Robinson Day,
one member who had been laid off
work for over a vear, approached the
church treasurer and said that he was
giving a check but would like it held for
a couple of days until he was sure it
would be covered by funds in his
account. When the envelope was
opened, the check was for $500.

Central counts itself especially for-
tunate because it is strategically located
to participate in the Missionary Intern-
ship training program, which all of our
missionaries on the field worked with
the Central Church while in Missionary
Internship training. Twelve Mission-
aries from other evangelical boards
have been privileged to be at Central
when noFree Will Baptist missionaries
were available.

All these missionaries are provided
with salary, housing, utilities, insurance

Compiled by the
Central Free Will Baptist Church Staff

and gas. What a blessing and unique
privilege to be a partner in helping to
develop and thrust forth such a multi-
tude of witnesses.

There is a Prayer Band at Central
that meets each Sunday at 5:00 p.m.
This group alone supports 12 mission-
aries, Other classes or groups in the
church support 10, not to mention
individuals who support various mis-
sionaries.

Not only has the Central Church
been very liberal in her missionary
giving, but also in the givingof her sons
and daughters as well. As has been
mentioned, Paul and Amy Robinson,
TomandPattyMcCullough, and Steve
and Becky Riggs are all from Centrai.

Marcia Ellison, multi-term mission-
ary to Uruguay, was raised in this
church. Mark Paschali, a member of
Centraland a student at the University
of Michigan Medical School, spent the
summer of 1978 working with Dr.
Miley in lvory Coast.

An annual missionary conference is
held each November. This is a highlight
of the year, not only for the church,
but quite often for the missionaries
who attend. Activities are planned that
involve every age group from the very
young to the very old.

As God directed and provided, a
“Ministry to the Missionaries” was
started in 1978. Once a month at no
charge we send a sermon outline,
music and two messages to mission-
aries upon their request.

Each vear Pastor Milton
Worthington leads the congregation in
choosing a verse for the year. The
1980 verse was Proverbs 11:30b
“ ... He that winneth souls is wise.”

Through its unique missionary in-
volvement, this churchis in the process
of extending itself to the far corners of
the world and is having an integral part
in the winning of souls in the regions
beyond. 4
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By Steve Lytle

t is not likely that one Free Will

Baptist in a thousnd is now a

missionary, or plans to be one in
the foreseeable future.

Less than half of all Free Will Baptist
churches are significantly involved in
missions giving. It is not just the ravages
ofinflation that cause so many mission-
ary accounts to be in the red.

Some only give lip service to mis-
sions. One veteran pastor even sug
gested that some Free Will Baptists
might be anti-missions.

Itis time to again look into the Word
of Godfor the biblical basis of missions.
John 20:21 lists six factors relating to
missions, either directly stated or im-
plied.

c

Essentials

—

Ot

Missions

In the words “As my Father hath
sent me,” we discover God the Father,
who is the subject of missions, sending
the Son (the mediating Person of mis-
sions) into the world, which is the
object of missions. Twe of the factors
are stated, and the third is implied.

The same is true n the second
statement: “Even so, send [ you”
Stated explicitly are the Great Com:-
mission, mandate of missions (so send

D), the method of missions, redeemed
men {so send | you).

The final factor is the Holy Spirit,
the power of missions. Though He is
not mentioned by name, He is, never-
theless absolutely essential in the mis-
sionary venture.

TheLordJesus, insending disciples
into the world to preach the gospel,
promised the indwelling presence and
power of the Holy Spirit to energize
and make effective their ministry (John
14:16-17, Acts 1:8).

FACTOR 1: GOD, THE
SUBJECT OF MISSIONS

Missions begin where the Bible be-



i

gins—with God., Paul declares “all
things are of God,” (Il Corinthians
5:18) and that God has done all“to the
praise of his glory” {Ephesians 1:14).

Someone has said, “It is in the very
being and character of God that the
deepest ground of the missionary enter-
prise is to be found.” Missions sterns
from God’s own nature.

One very important dimension of
God's character strides into view—He
is interested in His creatures and has
repeatedly demonstrated His concern
for them. God loves this world of men
as evidenced by John 3:16, “For God
so loved the world . . . ”

“Divine love is that impelling and
dynamic quality in which God moves
out of Himself and in which He related
Himself in all His beneficience and
sufficiency to His creatures” {Peters).

That which demonstrates the reality
of love is its wiilingness to give. God
proved His love for humanity because
He gave His Son. God loved, and God
gave. Therefore, in any consideration,
whether missions or evangelism or
soul-winning, we begin with God.

FACTOR2: THEWORLD,
THE OBJECT
OF MISSIONS

According to John 3:16 the object
of God’s love is the world. Though He
dealt with specific individuals and/or
nations at times in history, the Bible
makes it clear that God cares about ai}
men and wants all to be saved (Il Peter
3:9, [ Timothy 2:4).

Missionary references are sown in
every major section of Old Testament
literature. In Genesis 3:15 when God
promised that the woman’s seed would
crush the serpent’s head, He made
that promise to the entire human race,
inasmuch as Adam and Eve were the
parents of the human family,

In Genesis 12 when God called
Abraham out of idolatry in Ur of the
Chaldees, He gave him a number of
promises. In addition to personal and
national blessings promised to
Abraham and his descendants, God
declared that through Abraham alf
earth’s families wouid be blessed.

Exodus 19:6 reveals that [srael was
to be a mediatorial nation-—“a kingdom
of priests.” They were called by God

as witnesses to the true and living
God.

Later in the kingdom period,
Solomon recognized this truth in his
dedicatory prayer in 1 Kings 8:43,
“That all people of the earth may know
thy name to fear thee as do thy people
Israel...” Though the Lord dealt with
Israel in an exclusive and unique way,
His ultimate purpose was the safvation
of all mankind.

Numerous Psalms are missionary
in nature. Psalms 2, 33:8, 66:1-4, and
98:3 are examples which show that
Israel's psalmists recognized that the
God of Israel was also God of the
nations.

The prophets spoke repeatediy to
and about the nations of the world,
and set forth God's concern for all
men.

Isaiah 45:22 declares: “Look unto
me and be ye saved, ali the ends of the
earth.” (See also lsaiah 42, 43, and
49:6)

New Testament references that the
will of God is to save the whole world
are too numerous to discuss here.
Phrases such as “to every creature,”
“to all nations” “among all nations,”
and “unto the uttermost part of the
earth,” make it abundantly clear that
the object of mission is truly the whole
world.

FACTOR 3: JESUS
CHRIST, THE
MEDIATING PERSON
OF MISSIONS

If we believe the Bible, we must be
convinced that Jesus is the only Savior
this world will ever have (I Timothy
2:5).

As George Peters well stated: “He
alone is the God-man. He alone
is the light of the world, the Bread of
Life, the Door into the fold, the Good
Shepherd, the Way, the Truth, the
Life, the Resurrection. There is no
other nameinwhich salvationis given.”

Jesus Christ is mediator—the Lamb
of God who takes away the sin of the
sin of the world (John 1:29), the propiti-
ation for sins, everybody’s sins {IJohn
2:2). Only through Him and His finished
work is access to the Father possible.

An incident which illustrates this
point took ptace in our work in Panama.
Some of the believers in the Los
Santos province had a sericus confron-

tation with Catholicism.

The local priest became anary be-
cause of the gospel’s impact in one
particular town and reprimanded an
elderly believer: “Why do vou let those
Protestants come here and teach?
They don’t teach you about the Virgin.”

“No,” replied the old man, “but they
teach us about the Son. Which is more
important?”

Jesus is also Master. Though He
once died, He is now alive forevermore,
and holds the keys of death and hell.

TheBible states that ultimately every
knee shall bow, and every tongue
confessthat Jesus Christ is Lord (Philip-
pians 2:11). One day all men of all
nations, of ali races, and of all religions
will confess Him to be Master of the
universe!

This in no way impiies universal
salvation for all, but rather a universal
acknowledgement of who Christ is.

Jesus is the Messiagh, the Anocinted
One of God.

Peter declared that God had made
Jesus, whom the Jews had crucified,
to be both Lord {(Master) and Christ
(Messiah) (Acts 2:36). He alone has
been chosen, designated by God to be
the Savior of mankind.

Jesus Christ was a Missionary. He-
hrews 3:1 states that He is the Apostle
and High Priest of our profession, and
was faithful to the Father who had
appointed Him. This reminds us of His
words in John 20:21: “As my Father
hath sent me . . . ”

An apostle is a sent one, and God
sent Christ into the world on the
supreme mission of redemption. Jesus
Christ was the greatest missionary the
world has ever known. He is our
example in all things, and in what
greater way than in His being a mission-
ary?

We are not mediators, much less
are we masters, nor yet can we be
messiahs. But we can be missionaries,
for “As the Father hath sent me, even
so send [ you.”

FACTOR 4: THE GREAT
COMMISSION, THE
MANDATE OF MISSIONS

Christ declared that all power, or
authority, had been given to Him (Mat-
thew 28:18), and on the basis of that

—
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ESSENTIALS (From page 15)

authority He told us to go and make
disciples. If Jesus Christ is Lord of our
lives, then the Great Commission which
He gaveis not optional, it is obligatory.

We as God’s Churchare not in total
obedience to Him unless we become
vitally involved in doing that which our
Lord and King commanded, And lest
we miss His mandate, the commission
was given five times in the gospels and
Acts, and was the final message Jesus
gaveHis disciples before ascending to
the Father (Matthew 28:19-20; Mark
16:15;Luke24:47-48; John 20:21; Acts
1:8).

The missionary mandate is directed
to all followers of Christ for all nations
and to every creature. This is God'’s
program for the Church.

Many times we see only that need
nearest to us. We can see lost men at
our door, in our community, across
our nation, but sometimes fail to be
concerned about people who live half
a world away.

Occasionally, misguided patriotism
(and | strongly believe in love for
country) causes us to say within our-
selves: “Well, if those fanatics persist
in treating America like dirt, why should
we bother taking them the Gospel?
The Communists are atheists, and are
out to destroy America, so they're of
no concern to me.”

But we dare not let even a virtue as
compelling as patriotism interfere with
the divine mandate. Jesus Christ sends
us to the world, and our highest alle-
giance must be to Him!

If God gives an open door, we
should storm even the gates of the
Kremlin with salvation’s sweet story!

FACTOR 5: REDEEMED
MEN, THE METHOD
OF MISSIONS

God's basic andunchanging method
to reach a lost world with the gospel is
through redeemed men who will go
and proclaim that gospel.

“How shall they hear without a
preacher?” asks Paul. If the myriad
millions who have never heard the
name of Jesus are to be saved, some-
one must go and preach to them.

Eric Fife in his book Man’s Peace,
God's Glory asks a pertinent question:

“Why do 1 preach? He goes on to state
that:

If I preach because I'm paid—that’s
materialism,

If I preach because I enjoy it—that's
selfishness.

If1 preach because I want to help my
church or denamination—that's ecclesias-
ticism.

If1preach becausel want to further the
cause of the mission board—that’s organi-
zationalism.

If I preach because I'm interested in
people—that’s humanitarianism.

Butlfl preach because Christ wants me
to—that’s Christianity.

God’s men preach because they
are compelled by love to be obedient
to Jesus Christ in proclaiming His
salvation both at home and abroad.

I believe the Holy Spirit calls individ-
uals to the ministry of the Word and
then directs them to a work.

Men often confess their calling to
preach, but then draw a curtain around
the United States, or sometimes even
around the state or country where
they live, as if to say that God must et
them do their preaching within certain
geographical confines.

But what’s wrong with preaching
the gospel in another country and in
another language? One of the greatest
joys I've known in the ministry has
been to proclaim the message of salva-
tion in Spanish in the Republic of
FPanama.

In my opinion, there are two things
greatly needed in our denomination.
One is more pastors in our churches
and more ministerial students in our
Bible colleges willing to prayerfully
consider and actively pursue the possi-
bility of preaching the gospel in another
land.

May God deliver us from the typical
invitation for Christian commitment
which says: “God wants to call some
of you young men to preach, and some
of you voung ladies to the mission
field.”

Somethingis tragically wrongwhen
most of those actively seeking a foreign
missionary career are women, As grate-
ful as we are for every volunteer, male
or female, I ask the question: Where
are the men?

We also need missionary pastors to
inject the missionary mandate into the
heart of their church’s ministry. We
must have pastors who will preach
missionary messages, challenge young

people, promote the cause of missions,
and lead their churchesinto real involve-
ment in prayer and financial support.

There is a world out there—five
billion souls-—and over half have never
heard an adequate presentation of the
gospel. If redeemed men don’t go and
tell them of Jesus, who will?

FACTOR 6: THE HOLY
SPIRIT, THE POWER
OF MISSIONS

Christ promised the indwelling
power of the Holy Spirit to enable
redeemed men to fulfil the divine
mandate (Acts 1:8).

We dare not tread on the dangerous
ground of missionary endeavor if we
do not have God’s Spirit within us. He
convicts men of sin and reveals to
them their need of a Savior.

He moves mysteriously in regenera-
tion and comes to take up His abode in
the sout who trusts in Christ. He is the
power of missions.

As we ponder the essentiais of
missions, the six significant factors
from John 20:21, may we prepare our
hearts for the Holy Spirit’s work in our
lives.

Let us saturate our minds with the
Word of God.

Let us be aware of the spiritual
needs of the day.

Let us practice true intercessory
prayer.

Let us use logicai thinking: Why not
me? Why should] not be a missionary?

Opportunity plus ability equals re-
sponsibility. &

ABOUT THE WRITER: Rev. Steve Lytle is a
Free Will Baptist missionary to Panama. He
graduated from FWBBC in 1972, Missionaries
Steve andJudy Lytle have fwo children, Michae!
{6) and Philiip (3).
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FREE WILL BAPTISTS
APPLICATION FOR HOUSING RESERVATIONS

Louisville, Kentucky

July 19-23, 1981

Please fill out form completely
and mail to

Louisville Convention Bureau

P.O. Box 1258

Louisvilie, KY 40201

INSTRUCTIONS:

THE LOUISVILLE HOUSING BUREAU WILL HANDLE
ALL HOUSING APPLICATIONS.

Applications must be submitted in writing on this official
form.

No reservations will be taken over the telephone

Confirmations will be mailed directly from the hotel to
only one person. Please allow at least three weeks for
confirmation.

CHANGES OR CANCELLATIONS: All changes and can-
cellations must be made directly with the hotels.

If you share a room with others, please send in only one
housing application tisting the names of occupants.

Applications must be postmarked no later than June 18,
1981.

Atieasttwo choices of hotels/motelsare desirable. Reser-
vations wiil be filled in order of receipt.

ACCOMMODATIONS DESIRED:

—— Room(s) for one person (one full size bed)
—— Room(s} for two persons {(one full size bed)
. Room(s) for two persons (two double beds)

. Roomi(s) for { ) three or () four persons (two double
beds
. ROOM(s) with twin beds for two persons

———_ Suite-Parlor and { ) one bedroom{ ) two bedrooms

HOTEL OR MOTEL 2nd ChOICE L.t
Tstchoice oo i e s drdchoice ... i e

Planned arrival date .. ... . o i e time............ am.,........... p.m..........

Planned departure date ... . i time............ AM. . e PMo e,

NAMES OF OCCUPANTS Street City State Zip

1

2

3

4

5

6

7
{Names of all parties must be listed. Please print names and complete addresses. Bracket the names of those
staying in the same room. We cannot confirm unless rooms requested balance with number of persens listed).

SEND Name

CONFIRMATION Address

TO: City State Zip

PHONE ( )




NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FREE WILL BAPTISTS

July 19-23, 1981 / Commonwealth Convention Center
Louisville, Kentucky

//
P S
/M/_;\/é}/’“ rEw = ‘gg LOUISVILLE HOUSING MAP
—r i
- = > MAP KEY
AT 7 RIVER ROAD &5
£
3
l ‘ 1 Galt House
' MAIN STREET 2 Hyatt Regency

3 Rodeway Inn
4 Holiday Inn Midtown
5 Convention Center

MARKET STREET
& 3
5 4o
| 5 ; %
E TEFFERSON STREET
& [[2] JL T
o LIBERTY STREET
L
F
%
\’(o
Hotels & Motels
SINGLE DOUBLE TRIPLE QUAD
(1) Galt House* (620} rooms) $38 $44 $48 $52
Headquarters Hotel
(2) Hyatt Regency** {350 rooms) $42 $50 $52 $56
(3) Rodeway (nn*** (110 rooms) $30 $37/39 $45 $51
{4) Holiday fnn Midtown*** {125 rooms} $286 $31 $36 $39

* Children 11 and under stay free in room with parents
** Children 16 and under stay free in room with parents
*** Chitdren 17 and under stay free in room with parents
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being abie to get a book from the sheif
or hang up a coat, the depression of
having to stay in the house day after
day.

The personal things that she has to
depend upon her mother to do. Want-
ing to type faster and use more fingers.
The moments when she loses patience
and almost says something she should
not say.

Because of impaired speech, Sherry
has to repeat her words two or three
times before they are understandabie.
This forces her to select each word
carefully. These are obstacles that
Sherry meets face to face every day!

Sherry’s extraordinary faith and de-
termination began to grow that Sunday
in 1968 when her pastor preached a
message that crushed her heart, Slowly
she wheeled herself down the aisle and
prayerfully wept her way to salvation.

From that day forward she has had
her parents and the Lord Jesus to help

her through those days of struggle and
despair,

Her primary concern now is for the
weli-being of others. She enjoys corre-
sponding with other young people
who may be blind or handicapped in
some other way, even though it takes
her hours to type aletter.

Sherry Johnson is a very special
person who, like many other handi-
capped young pecple in the Free Will
Baptist ranks, exemplify the extra grace
and strength that the Lord gives to
those who need it. If others could
voice their testimony it would probably
sound like Sherry’s . ., .

! used to question God about being
handicapped. [ wouid look to heaven and
say, “Why me? Why am [ in this wheel-
chair?”

For along timel prayed that God would
let me walk. One day God revealed to me
that He had a purpose for placing me in this
wheelchair and that | must accept His will.

Psalm 46:10a says, “Be stiil and know
thatlamGod. ... "l amin apositionto be
still and observe the greatness of the Lord
and the actions of people concerning Him.
I take what | see and try to write short
articles and poems to help people see the
love God has for them.

Although my life is a struggle and often
filled with pain, still my heart is filled with
thejoy of Christ. { like to describe my joy in
Christ as a fountain which constantly sends
a spray of water high into the air, then falls
down over the tiers to replenish the supply.

Through all my ups and downs I have
this abiding joy. ] wear a smile to show
God’s love which is my source of strength.
By the help of God, my dear family and
friends, I have my simple existence.

When God completes his purpose for
my life here, I'm looking forward te going
home and taking my first step on the
streets of gold. 4

ABOUT THE WRITER: Rev. John Gibbs is
Director of Development for the Home Missions
Department. He has been a close friend of
Sherry Johnson for more than a decade.

OUR
READERS
COMMENT

I read with much interest the article, “Why i
Am A Free Wil Baptist” (January, 1981), and
while [ am generally sympathetic, [ do feel that it
had an obvious built-in prejudice that leaves the
impression that the only church for any Christian
is a Free Will Baptist Church!

Alter my conversion, [ joined a Free Wil
Baptist church and spent almost fifteen years
there. | taught and preached Free Wiil Baptist
doctrine faithfully, and as far as{ was concerned
the sun “rose and set” on the Free Will Baptist
denomination; | was totally dedicated to the
cause of the dencmination.

I learned to love and appreciate each and
every one of my Free Wili Baptist brethren. |
learned much, and much of what I believe, |
learned as a Free Will Baptist.

I greatly appreciated their consistency in
Christian walk (a lot of denominations could
learn from them), their firm commitment to the
inerrancy of the scriptures, the blocod atonement,
the virgin birth, the second coming, their faithful
stands on the tenets of Arminian theology, their
belief in the three ordinances, etc.

But over the years I found myseif gradually
becoming disillusioned, not with Free Wil Baptist
pastors or individuals, but with the denomina-
tion!

I feel that as a denomination Free Will
Baptists have several serious weaknesses:

(1) Free Will Baptists are exclusivists at

DISILLUSIONED WITH FREE WILL BAPTISTS

heart. There seemed fo always be a smug
attitude that said that “because  am a Free Will
Baptist 'm just a littie better and a little more
spiritual than those who are not so enlightened”
(this is true of Baptists in general).

{2) While Free Wil Baptists have been greaf
evangelistically, they do not stress maturity in
Christ as they should. This has been one of the
Free Will Baptist denomination’s greatest fail
ures.

{3) Free Will Baptists have a tendency to be
doctrinaily narrow, In much Free Will Baptist
theology, “God is in a box” unabie to work
outside the confines of an already established
set of precepts. Free Will Baptist theology needs
to expand and discover new truths.

{4) Free Wil Baptists are resistant to
“change.” Free Will Baptist are tradition-bound
and are as much caught up in Baptistic tradition
and ceremony as other formal religions are in
their pagan rituals.

| do not for one moment regret the time I
spent as a Free Will Baptist. But it is my
conviction that in my life, continued growth was
best accomplished with a body of believers that
emphasized a teaching ministry in the context of
achurch that was not sorigid in their beliefs and
theology.

Ted Morgan
Fresno, California

ARTICLE WAS UNNECESSARY

There was an article in the February issue of
Contact that gave me some deep trouble. | refer
to “Should A Layman Ever Ask A Pastor To
Resign?” Chuck Snow was the author.

I am sure that the spirit of this article was
good. ! do not challenge the motives nor personal
integrity of the writer, nor do ! question the
content of the article. I just feel that it was all
unnecessary.

I a time when the pastor is facing so many
problems within and without the church,
he doesn’t need instructions or hints given to his
laymen that heip aid his demise. He needs
encouragement to help overcome these prob-
lems,

[ am afraid that what this article has done is
to declare “open season” on pastors who are
trying, under God, to do their best.

Therefore, please don’t give us anymore of
this kind of diet. It really isr’t what we need at
this time.

George C. Lee, Pastor
Victory Free Will Baptist Church
Goldshoro, North Carolina

GOOD TO LAUGH!

The article by Mark Kelton, “The Best
Things Happen to PK’s,” (February, 1981) was
great,

Indeed, preachers and their families do have
the best stories to tell, and they need to be
shared with others.

It is good to Jaugh! Proverbs 17:22,

Marlene Lynn
Van Buren, Arkansas

21/CONTACT/April ‘81



22/CONTACT/Apri] '81

FREE WILL BAPTIST

newsfront

CHURCH NOW DEBT-FREE

PETALUMA, CA—Followinga special
note-burning ceremony in this northern
California city, Pastor Carl K. Young
declared that Petaluma Free Will Bap-
tist Church was free of all debts on
sanctuary and education buildings.

Eighty-nine-year-old Harlin Grogan,
oldest member of the congregation,
helped fire the note. Nancy Martin, the
only remaining charter member, was
present for the festivities, as was the
church’s first convert, Bill Martin.
Martin is now church treasurer,

Rev. Herman Hersey, director of
the Depariment of Retirement and
Insurancein Nashville, was guest speak-
er for the occasion.

Pastor Carl Young is in his 25th
year as pastor of the Petaluma congre-
gation. The church plant, constructed
mostly by volunteer labor, includes a
nine-classroom educational building,
an eight-classroom with auditorium

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION INCLUDED IN ESTATE

CABOQL, MO—The late Vergil J.
Bandy bequeathed $28,243.78 to the
National Association of Free Will Bap-
tists in his iast will and testament,
according to the Texas County, Mis-
souri, Circuit Court, Probate Division.

Executive Secrefary Melvin
Worthington was notified in August,
1980, by an attorney for the Bandy
estate that while the National Associa-
tion was named recipient of the funds,
all monies received were to be distrib-
uted o the Free Will Baptist Home
Missions and Foreign Missions Depart-
ments.

Funds from the Bandy estate were
divided equally between the two mis-
sions departments. An equal amount
went to the Free Wili Baptist Children’s
Home in Greeneville, Tennessee.

Mr. and Mrs. Bandy were members
ofBig Creek Free WillBaptist Church
near Houston, Missouri, where he
served as a deacon. Rev. Delbert
Gayer pastors the church.

Because the Bandys had no chil-
dren, they wanted their estate to con-
tinue in the Lord’s service among the
Free Will Baptist people.

(L) Bill Martin, G. W. Lobaugh, Carl Young, Harlin Grogan, Jim Diamond

youth chapel, in addition to a 300-seat
sanctuary with an 11-classroom base-
ment,

Since the church’s beginning, seven
men have been called into the ministry
from its membership.

MASTER'S MEN CHAPTER UNDERWRITES STUDENT

LEEDS, AL—The Master’s Men chap-
ter of Fairview Free Will Baptist
Church, Leeds, agreed to bring a 26-
year-old Haitian ministerial student to
the United States and pay his first
vear's educational expenses at Free
Will Baptist Bible College.

The student, Efidieu Cayo Raymond,
is completing his first vear’s study,
according to FWBBC Registrar
Charles Hampton. The AlabamaMas-
ter's Men group has invested some
$3000 in Mr. Raymond’s ministerial
training this year.

Raymaond, single and from Port-au-
Prince, graduated from high school in

Haiti where he studied business. lcy
Mae Frederick, a member of the Fair-
view Church in Leeds, had done lay
missionary work in Haiti, where she
met Mr. Raymond and suggested that
he come to America to study at
FWBBC.

TheHaitian minister speaks French
and a little English. He sings in the
Coilege’s Mixed Chorus and works on
campus in the dining hall.

FWBBC Registrar Hampton says,
“ .. this is a story that needs to be
shared. It may serve to challenge others
to do what this Master's Men chapter
has done.”



TWO-DAY TOUR TALLIES 114 DECISIONS

NASHVILLE, TN-—Free Will Baptist
Bible College teachers and students
counted 114 decisions the weekend of
January 24-25, as they visited churches
across North Carolina.

Twenty-seven college representa-
tives held services in 18 churches of
North Carolina’s Coastal Association
and 10 other churches in the state.
They brought back $18,772 in cash,
checkbooks and commitments for the
coliege Development Fund.

Tour snonsor and coordinator
Ronald Creech said, “The Coastal
Association and the North Carolina
churches amazed me. It was one of my
most enjovable weekends.”

The group left Nashville by chartered
bus at 5 a.m. Friday, January 23, and
dropped off college representatives at
points in the western part of the state.
The rest of the group traveled to New
Bern, where they were met by Coastal
Association pastors.

On Saturday, the group attended
the Coastal quarterly meeting where
Leroy Forlines, Joseph Ange and
Stanley Qutlaw preached, A quartet
composed of Rev. Forlines, Joseph
Jones, Bert Tippett and PaulHarrison
sang. Randy Wright, a junior Music
Major from Amory, Mississippi, played
a trumpet solo.

The group gathered for the return
trip to Nashville on Sunday afternoon
and arrived at the college at 5:30 a.m.,
Monday, tired, but rejoicing.

$90,000 SANCTUARY DEDICATED

CONWAY, AR—Mt. Calvary Free
Will Baptist Church, Conway, con-
ducted dedication services for its new
building Sunday afternoon, February
1, 1981.

Fred Warner, pastor of First Free
Wili Baptist Church, Russellvilie, de-
livered the dedicatory message. The
morning worship service was conduct-
ed by Mt. Calvary Pastor Mike
Mutchler. Dinner was served at the
church by the Woman’s Auxiliary with
open house scheduled from1-2 p.m.

Attendance for the Sunday School
hour was 69 with an offering of $762.40.
Approximately 100 persons attended
the afterncen dedication service.

The building was constructed at a
cost of approximately $90,000. The
sanctuary has a 175 seating capacity

with educational space to accomodate
the same number of people. The church
is operating on a vearly budget of
approximately $33,600.

Mt. Calvary was organized May 5,
1978. For more than two years, the
congregation met for worship in a
house located at 1312 College Avenue.
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FWBBC OFFERS SUMMER INTERNS TO CHURCHES

NASHVILLE, TN-—Free Will Baptist
Bible College hopes to place 50 stu-
dents inlocal churches this summer as
part of the Pastoral Internship Pro-
gram, according to Dr. Joseph Ange,
program director.

The 10-week summer internship
outreach benefits both the student
and the church. “The program is no
summer vacation,” Ange said. “It re-
quires enthusiastic service from the

interns and weekly reports of messages
preached, classes taught, people dealt
with and books read.”

Since 1975, an average of 44 interns
each summer have worked and learned
under the supervision of experienced
pastors in 27 states, the Virgin Islands
and three foreign countries.

The interns reported 1,251 conver-
sions and 3,000 rededications during
their 1980 summer efforts. The six-

pe“aker ‘Charles Hampton :
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year report confirmed that students
had preached 2,006 sermons, dealt
with 21,385 persons and distributed
more than 45,000 tracts.

Local pastors are encouraged to
write FWBBC for additional informa-
tion on how they can have interns in
their churches. The address is:

Dr. Joseph Ange

c/o Free Will Baptist Bible College
P.O. Box 50117

Nashville, TN 37205

RANDALL UNVEILS
SPRING/SUMMER RELEASES

NASHVILLE, TN—Christian liberty,
ordination, abortion, and euthanasia
are captured in print and on tape in
Randall House’s new spring/summer
releases, according to Assistant Direc-
tor Harrold Harrison.

Headlining the new publications with
a March 1 market appearance is Dr.
Douglas J. Simpson’s The Liberated
People, an incisive analysis of the
biblical principles of Christian liberty.

Candidates for ordination to the
ministry will find a handy guide in
Preparation For Ordination. The April
release was written by Retirement and
Insurance Department Director
Herman Hersey and contains a valua-
ble bibliography to help build a basic
reference library.

By early summer, Dr. Laverne
Miley’s cassettes and bocklets Abor-
tion: Right or Wrong? and Euthanasia:
Mercy or Murder? will be ready for
students, ministers and laymen to pur-
chase.

The summer guarter, 1981, will also
find the final free issues of Scope of
Christian Education being mailed to
subscribers. Scope will become a quar-
terly publication, combined with the
former Sunday School Superintend-
ent’s Guide and CTS General Direc-
tor’s File of Helps.

The new-format Scope is initially
priced at $1.50 quarterly.
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Pastor Tommy Street of Friend-
ship FWB Church, Ashland City,
TN, wrote to confirm that the church had
90 people saved in 1980 and 85 who
followed in baptism. Rev. Street said the
group had 32 saved in January with 29
being baptized.

Head's FWB Church, CedarHill,
TN, has a 50 percent increase in Church
Training Service attendance. Pastor
Steven Hasty said 60 people attend the
Sunday night activity at the church.

CONTACT welcomes THE COMMU-
NICATOR, publication of the Master’s
Men chapter at First FWB Church,
North Little Rock, AR, The Arkansas
State Master's Men Senator Wendell
Leckbee edits the four-page publication.
This is the first publishing effort by a
Master’s Men chapter in any of the state
organizations. If any other state organiza-
tion is interested in this type publication,
why don’t you write Wendell Leckbee, 1
Amber Lane, North Little Rock, AR.

Pastor GordonSebastian mentioned
to members at Peace FWB Church,
Wilson, NC, aneedfor sound equipment.
The proposed project was explained as
costing $6,000. The group responded so
readily that little time had elapsed before
aimost $5,700 in pledaes for the equipment
had been received.

Y ou never miss a baptistry until it’s cold
weather and you don’t have one. That's
why we congratulate First FWB Church,
Shelby, NC. Pastor Ken Piercy and
members installed a new baptistry during
the month of February.

First FWB Church, Blakely, GA,
celebrated its 50th anniversary on March
29. Pastor Roger Russell and the mem-
bership set aside the entire day to celebrate
50 years in the Lord’s service.

A new churchwas started in lverness,
FL, by Rev. Carlos Baldwin. The group
has been meeting in the Floral City Com-
munity Building in Iverness. Radio and
newspaper advertising resulted in initial
interest with 17 in Sunday School.

A group of 1llinois teenagers spon-
sored a Bible read-a-thon a few weeks
back. It took the East Central District
youngsters 60 hours, 16 minutes to read
the entire Bible aloud. Money raised by the

read-a-thon will be used to pay National
Youth Cenference expenses in Louisville,
KY, this summer.

January was designated Operation
Friendship Month by Bethany FWB
Church, Norfolk, VA, Members got to
know each other better through fellowship
in their hames. It was also a time of getting
better acquainted with their new pastor,
Rev. W. B. Hughes.

Before Mrs. Elma Lou Heath Watson
died, she said that she did not want the
word “died” on her monument. Instead
she wanted the word “transferred” to
appear as a testimony to her faith in Christ.
Her pastor, Bobby Glen Smith,
preached, the transfer service for Mrs.
Watson. She was a member of College
Lakes FWB Church, Fayetteville,
NC.

The Divine FWB Church, Cleve-
land, OH, finished remodelingthe church
building, baptized 16 converts andreceived
13 new members. Hansford Reed pas-
tors.

Pastor Jim McAHister said that 1980
was the greatest year in the history of
FarmingtonFWB Chuxrch, Farming-
ton, MO. He based that observation cn
the fact that 153 joined the church, 130
were baptized and 115 started and finished
the group’s follow-up ministry.

There’s a $288,000 addition under way
at First FWB Church, Raleigh, NC.
Pastor Randy Cox says the church is
adding 10,716 square feet to its present
facilities.

Members of Fellowship FWB
Church, Kingsport, TN, voted to con-
tribute $1,000 doiflars tc the Free Will
Baptist Graduate School. By the way, this
is the same church that last year gave more
than $20,000 to missions, $4,000 to Free
Will Baptist Bible College, $2,000 to Free
WillBaptist Home for Children and invest-
ed $2,100in their radic ministry. Winston
Sweeney pastors.

CONTACT welcomes THE GRAND
NEWS, publication of First FWB
Church, Ardmore, OK. Earl
Scroggins pastors.

Huntsville FWB Church, Hunts-
ville, AR, sponsors a “Dial-A-Devotion”
program for local residents. The ministry is
under the direction of Pastor Lonny
Burks.

And here’s an interesting note. Plain-
view FWB Church, Plainview, AR,
recently had the biggest crowd ever for a
worship service, Pastor Randall
Williams said every seat in the house was
filled. When they got through counting, a
total of 153 people were there.

Pastor Dwyer. 4

First FWB Church, Pocahontas,
AR, votedtobeginthe Poncahontas Chris-
tian Academy according to Pastor Ren
Parker. The academy begins classes this
fall. News of Pocahontas Christian Acade-
my was carried in the first issue of THE
MESSENGER, a bi-weekly publication of
First Church.

Congratulations to Pastor Connie
Cariker, who is in his 20th year at West
Tulsa FWB Church, Tulsa, OK.

Members of Victory FWB Church,
Goldsboro, NC, outfitted Foreign Mis-
sionary Ken Eagleton with a new suit, tie
and shirt. The agroup then sent Mrs.
Eagleton a new dress. Pastor George Lee
said that when the shopping spree was
over, the church then added $500 in cash
to the Eagleton account. Since then the
church gave missionary Tommy Hughes
$400 teo aid him and his family with expenses
concerning a trip home from the field
because of iliness. The church aave $500 to
the Free Will Baptist Graduate Schoot.

Waltonville FWB Church, Wal-
tonville, IL, received 39 new members in
1980, saw 27 first time decisions, 27 rededi-
cations and baptized 22. The agroup also
built a new educational building. Howard
Flota pastors.

Faith FWB Church, Milan, IL,
plans to relocate on West 14th in South
RockIsland where they have purchased 11
acres. Pastor Jim Summerson said
construction on the new facility will begin
this spring.

If you'd like to have a real interesting
article on compromise, why dont you
write Danny Dwyer who pastors Sylvan
Park FWB Church, Nashvilie, TN.
TheFebruaryissue of THE WATCHMAN,
which is published by the Sylvan Park
Church, carries this fine article written by




HISTORY CORNER

By Wiiliam F. Davidson

arlier History Corner articies

showed that the present de-

nomination can be traced to
1727 when Paul Palmer founded the
first General Baptist Church in North
Carolina. By 1794, the last great Gen-
eral Baptist leader was dead and the
movement began fo recognize the
need for a new identity.

Enter the Free Will Baptists

Lemuel Burkitt and Jesse Read,
Regular or Calvinistic Baptist histori-
ans, did their opponents a special
favor in recording, as early as 1803,
that the General Baptist churches had
been known as Free Will Baptists well
before the end of the 18th century.

However, since Burkitt and Read’s
interest was directed toward their own
dencmination, they stopped short of
reveaiing the source of the new name.

R. K. Hearn, a mid-nineteenth cen-
tury Free Will Baptist historian, de-
pended on living witnesses to deter-
mine that the Free Will Baptist name
came as a nickname imposed by the
Calvinistic Baptists.

Hearn relates that General Baptists
in the Conetoe settlements of eastern
North Carolina had gained some suc-
cess during a time of difficulty experi-
enced by the Calvzmstnc Baptlsts
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Nicknames
Are Hard To Shake

In order to reverse the gains, the
Calvinists began a propaganda cam-
paign in which they called the General
Baptists “Free willers,” a slam against
their Arminian position on a “general”
atonement.

By 1812, when the first Confession
of Faith was drawn up, the two names
“General” and “Free Will” were used
synonymously. The use of the two
names indicated that the denomination
claimed a link with the older group on
the one hand, and that it sought to
establish a new identity on the other.

Official Adoption of the Name

Elias Hutchins, historian of the New
England Freewill Baptists, indicated
that the southern group officially a-
dopted the new “Free Will Baptist”
name during the 1828 Annual Confer-
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Although Annual Conference min-
utes are not available before 1829,
Hutchins was a contemporary and
had constant contact with the southern
group. His testimony bears the weight
of an eyewitness.

In any case, the 1829 Minutes for
the Annual Conference indicate that
the name was firmly and officially
established.

Evolution of the Name

Burkitt and Read spelled the name
“Free-will Baptists.” The 1829 Minutes
capitalized the “W” and by the middle
of the 19th century, R. K. Hearn
dropped the hyphen. The Free Will
Baptists were here to stay, Nicknames
are hard to shake. &

OKLAHOMA

Guy Goad t6 Salina Church, Salma
JoelKircher to Eirst Church, Cushmg

. Dawd Archer to! Wesl Tulsa Church Tuisa :
: OK as Chnsnan Education Du’ector from F:rst
E Church Cushmg, QK o 2

“Craig Bickle to Aurpoxt Church Tulsa OK,_
-_-_:.as assocaaie pastor SRrro : AR

27/ CONTACT/ April

81






teaching in the Bible, recognizes the
rights of his people.

Redeemed iaymen have been re-
deemed by the same Savior as the
pastor. They have the same Bible the
pastor has, They have the same per-
sonal and spiritual make-up that he
has. They are indweit by the same
Holy Spirit that dwells in him.

They will stand before God to give
an account of how they have lived by
God's Word just as the pastor will.

This means that the pastor must
diligently study the Word of God and
must by scripture, the power of the
Holy Spirit, and sound reasoning seek
to get the people to follow his teachings
and his plans.

Laymen must be encouraged to
study the Bible and think for them-
selves. This will allow them to develop
as strong Christians.

Forachurch to grow and be strong,
it must have strong lay leadership as
well as strong pastoral leadership. A
strong capable, confident man of God
who is pastor will not be threatened or
intimidated by strong lay leadership.

Strong laymen will not be attracted
to a church where there seems to be
no chance for them to develop their
strength as leaders and use their gifts.

The Pastor And
The Deacons

The pastor is not to be viewed as a
paid employee of the church to be
supervised by the deacons. He does
not serve under the deacons. Rather,
the deacons serve under him.

The pastor is not a hired worker,
but an elected leader, He is supported
as a matter of ethical principle, out of
love and respect so he can give his
time to ministering to the needs of his
people and iead them into a ministry to
others.

While the deacons serve under the
pastor, they are not to be a group of
“yes men” who help the pastor con-
vince the congregation to go along
with the pastor’s ideas and programs.

The deacons give input to the pastor.
They help him remain alert and sensi-
tive to the needs of the congregation.
Thereshould be give and take, but the
pastor should be respected as the
chief leader.

In cases where the pastor is unable
to give the leadership needed by the

church and this seems to be the general
opinion of the congregation, it would
be the responsibility of the deacons to
inform the pastor.

If the pastor so chooses, he can
resign. If he questions whether this is
the general opinion of the people, he
can ask for a vote,

If a church has a history of pastors
leaving because of advice or pressure
from the deacons or any other “power
figure” in the church, it is time for the
church to see if the problem resides
more in the deacons or other “power
figure,” as the case may be rather than
a history of bad experiences with
pastors.

Changes need to be made on the
level where the problem exists.

The Need For
Long Pastorates

It is understandable that there will
be some cases where the pastor will
remain at a church for only a short
term. However, this shouid be the
exception rather than the rule.

A pastor who changes churches
every one to three years never really
becomes all that a pastor is supposed
to be.

The people should respect the office
of pastor, but the full respect that
should be accorded a pastor must be
earned. It cannot be conferred.

The pastor who lves a consistent
life, grows in his understanding of the
Bible, matures in understanding his
people and his work, and becomes
better known in the community will be
ableto have afar greater ministry than
one who sojourns for a short while in
the area.

Churches who have become accus-
tomed to short-term pastors will now
know how to fully recognize a pastor
in the full sense of the work which a
man of God comes and cuitivates their
respect and appreciation aver atonger
period of time.,

It is almost, if not aitogether, impos-
sible to build strong churches without
lang-term pastors.

Supporting The Pastor

When anybody examines the teach-
ing of scripture, there is no room for

debate over whether pastors should
be paid for their services.

In cases where the church cannot
provide adequate income, it is accepta-
bie for there to be an agreement for the
pastor to supplement his income with
additional work.

Thereis no more scriptural support
fo the idea that God will miraculously
meet the needs of pastors whose sala-
ries are inadequate than that He will
miraculously meet the needs of laymen
whose salaries are inadequate.

While the Bible warns all Christians
to avoid becoming too much in love
with money or material things, pastors
and laymen are given the same warn-
ings.

It is neither wrong nor unspiritual
for apastor or other church-paid work-
er to have a concern about the ade-
quacy of their income when they have
been reasonable about what adequacy
means,

The Bible does not set forth austerity
as the ideal for church-paid workers.

I do not mean to imply that all
church-paid workers are underpaid. |
do mean to say that, generally speak-
ing, we need to get away from the myth
that their needs will be supplied regard-
less of what salary is given.

We need to get away from the myth
about how they are supposed to fare.
Those who deal with salary-setting
need to apply the principles of Christian
ethics, a heart of concern, and sound
business principles (sound in the light
of scripture and experience) to salary
setting.

This will no doubt call for much
more attention to stewardshin in meet-
ing the needs brought about by these
changes. When the church becomes
concerned about doing right regarding
church-paid workers, I believe God
wiil honor this on their part.

While a proper relationship between
the pastor and his people, will result in
personal benefits to both pastors and
laymen, I believe it will form one of the
foundation stones toward building
strong and growing churches for the
glory of God and the salvation of
sinners.

For those who have not kept up
with this series and wouid like to see
the scriptural support given for con-
clusions in this chapter, they can find it
in the series “The Pastor and His
People” which began with the January,
1980 issue of CONTACT. a
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