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SWORD /From page 3)

nation.” Slices of American history
only reveal a Christian influence from
time to time. So God asks us to submit
to the government, Christian or not.

QOur tranquil poot of understanding
is rippled by the stone thrown in Acts
5. Luke records the incident of the
apostles appearance before the San-
hedrin.

Peter led his colleagues as they
rebelied under the court order, “We
must obey God rather than men!”

Life was difficult enough without
this thorny issue. Qur plight in deci-
sion-making is that it is not always a
clear-cut matter.

We enioy the security of absolutes,
and we often go to great lengths to
ensure that we are protected from the
intricacies of discernment.

On the one hand we have clear
exhortation to obey authorities, while
on the other hand we see the apostolic
witness of standing up for Jesus Christ
which results in disobedience.

Here is an attempt at guidelines.

We cannot pick and choose
issues based on personal prefer-
ence.

Until issues such as RS exemp-
tions, government intrusion and Water-
gate arose, many churchmen abhored
the thought that government could
never be wrong, especially involving a
war,

Full
insurance is now avail-
able for pastors and
church employees. For

hospitalization

details write:
BOARD OF RETIREMENT
P.O.BOX 1088
NASHVILLE, TN 37202

We must be Christian before
we are American.

Welivein a areat country—Iloveit,
God has richly blessed us. Yet, it is
naive for us to believe that America is
always right in her actions.

The believer must expand his vision
beyvond the Atlantic and Pacific shore-
lines and adopt a Christian world-view.

This may require us to denounce
some of our own policies and activities.
Self-preservation can be a pitfall.

We must never neglect the
sanctity of life.

The sanctity of life often requires
the forfeiture of another life. In the
process of justice, criminals may re-
quire execution and enemies may be
killed.

Our fulfillment of Christian love is
sourced in God because He first loved
us. Therefore, our view of biblical
ethics must spring from His love. The
demand of love does not abrogate the
demand of justice.

Sometimes, war is nof prompted by
hate but by alove for justice. To enter
a war may not be a compromise of
biblical truth, but an adjustment to the
reality of a sinfui world.

It is unfair for justice to be pitted
against love. Creating that rivalry
merely strikes the nerve of emotion
and creates the scenario of a villain
against a good man.

Equally s0, it must be admitted that
much actual warfare and a great deal
of the atrocity perpetrated in the con-
duct of war are utterly contrary to the
requirements of our Lord’s teaching
and are to be unsparingly denounced.
After all, were there no sin, there
would be no war.

War itself is not inherently right or
wrong. When it is wrong, it must be
stopped by a war of justice or a
withdrawal.

When war is proper, it must be
pursued with reluctance, not delight.
Hopes of economic prosperity and/or
getiing even with the adversary are
selfishness, the epitome of sin!

If we find ourselves under divine
compulsion to resist, we should do so
with an understanding that we experi-
ence the consequences of our dis-
obedience.

Government is given to prevent

anarchy. If change is necessary, be-
fievers must work within the frame-
work of government and the law to
rectify the matter.

Until the changes are realized, we
must accept the penalty for unlawfui
behavior. A rebel acts out of personal
maotive. The Christian who resists acts
out of a godly motive.

The rebel breeds confusion and
self-preservation, whereas the Chris-
fian protester can be a light to the
world because he shows a greater
concern for the principle instead of
himself,

Finally, we must be tolerant of
one another.

Christianity often fails into the as-
sembly-line syndrome, that is, every
believer is a carbon copy of Christ so
there is no room for disagreement.
The usual result is tolerance for “my”
view,

Some believers have no concern for
activities outside their circle unless
they will be affected. Others are pas-
sive by nature and flow with the cur-
rent, never asking any guestions.

Many American Christians have
risked their lives so that the present
generation can live in freedom. They
become alarmed when anyone dares
cast doubt on the red, white and blue.

Still again, others have experienced
the governmental chess game where
lives are mere pawns in the hands of
wicked men. They, too, have emotions
and bear scars.

These factions alert us to the neces-
sity of careful discernment of God’s
will for our lives.

May we learn from one another,
{ortifying our minds with God's wis-
dom and sharpening our analyses to
the end that God is glorified through
our obedience to His Word. 4

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Daryl W.
Ellis is a graduate of Free Will Baptist Bible
College and Covenant Theological Seminary.
















Four Financial Principles

First, every family will have to
learn to get by on less. “QOwe no
man” should be a goal for each of us
to achieve.

We must spend a little less than
we receive. This is simply living
within our income, By doing this we
rid ourselves of one big enemy—
paying interest.

Avoid this enemy if at all possible.
There are exceptions, namely real
estate. A big friend of the family, of
course, is earning interest. Establish
a lasting {riendship with savings
accounts!

Second, every family must
develop a plan to get control of
family income and expenditures.

This could be done through a
budget. When you set one up, be
sure to make plans; then work the
plan.

Third, look at the problem areas
of your expenditures and continue to
analyze therm until you are both
willing and able to work out the
problems.

[t is a proven fact that many
people when under pressure or upset
or discouraged, go to a store and
make several purchases as a release.
They will be sorry later when the
depression is gone. Then the budget
is dead. This in turn creates more
discouragement.

Commit yourself to this task and
make it work. After your plan starts
working yvou will be surprised how
much more you and others will have
an improved image of yourself.
Remember, “God doesn’t sponsor
failures.”

A good friend asked me to help
him straighten cut his family finance
problems by bringing his finances
back to a black balance. I asked him
to bring his credit cards,

When we sat down [ took the
scissors {knowing he had a major
credit card problem) and cut the first
credit card in haif. He reacted
strongly as though a friend had died.
He said, “No, please don’t cut any
moere; we couldn't survive without
our cards!”

That was the end of our session. [{
you have the heavy spending habit,
the best way to stop is cold turkey.

Credit cards can be helpful, if vou

use them with control. Use the kind
that have no interest charge if paid
the first month. This sometimes gives
you fwe months without interest or
payment, one month until billing and
another until payment is due and
interest begins.

Make full payment and you have
used someone else’s money without
inferest. Remember, paying interest
is your enemy, but in earning i,
interest becomes your friend.

Fourth, we are judged by the
way we finish our project. Excuses
have a time limit—the older they are,
the weaker they are. Remember,
raise the money before yvou count it,
and count it before you spend it
Then spend wisely.

Here's some advice that has
helped me. Put half your money in
one pocket and half in the other
pocket when taking a trip. Go until
you are out of money in one pocket.
Turn around, then you'll have
encugh to get back home.

[t works, even though it may seem
a simple solution. Most of the best
ideas are simple but effective.

One thing a minister must learn
for certain, is to do more on less,
because a good deal of his success is
found by wise management. No one
has all the answers. But we must
deal with matters the best way we
can, because God expects us to do
S0.

Here are eight questions we
shouid ask curselves for a better
tomorrow:

1. Are there encugh funds and insurance in

case of emeargency?

2 What will my better tomorrow cost?

3. Is my present yetirement plan adequate?
{Our denominational relivement plan is
well worth looking into.)

. 1s Christ included in my future plans?

. What are my priorities for the future?

. Will funds be available for improving my
future?

7. Have any timportant matters been over-

looked in case of death or tragedy?

8. Will my plans for the future develop

Christian attitudes and aspirations?

Loy RPN

It is not easy to plan and prepare
for the future, but it is necessary in
order to provide for those we love.
Those who dor't plan, in most every
case, will be unhappy.

Debts will track us from town to
town, turning {riends to enemies and
putting the monkey on our back.

This usually develops bill panic, beat-
the-check-to-the-bank syndrome,
juggling the bills, and door-bell
spasms!

10 Financial
Commandments

Let us look at ways we can avoid
the above problems and get ideas (o
build a plan for the future or to repair
present plans. Here are 10 financial
commandments:

Planned spending

For fiving comfortably within your
current income, three basics must be
considered—{ood, clothing, and
housing/transportation.

Try to pay cash for your
automobile. This may seem more
difficult now than in past vears
because of inflation, but it can be
done.

After we paid for our first car with
monthly payments, I confinued to
make payments to a savings
account, When the amount was large
enough, we paid cash for the next
car.

If you continue making payments
to a savings account, you will find the
interest you make (which you would
have paid) will earn you enough for a
new car every fourth purchase. You
may notice that your car drives
beiter when you pay cash!

Regular savings

Savings are essential for
emergencies, opportunities, future
spending, special purposes, greater
security and peace of mind.

You may like the plan1 use known
as TME.T.S.: T for 10 percent
tithes; ME for missions and
education, 5-10 percent; T for taxes,
5-10 percent; and S for saving 10
percent of current income. It is a
good starfer plan.

It may look simple, but it wiil put
you on top. The view is better from
up there.

I lived in a parsonage 25 years in
the ministry. I knew | needed a plan,
but dide’t know what kind, until 1
was 44 vears old.

I invested in apartments. [t took
that long to save enough on my

—
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FINANCE (From page 9)

salary. If you don’t own your home,
you should make an investment on a
duplex or apartment from savings so
your appreciation will build up for
future mvestment.

My first $5,000 investment looked
large at the time. This saving
investment has been making the
mortgage payments on the
apartments from the rent received.

There are two years of mortgage
payments left. I don’t know how
much the investment is worth, but
I'm happy | did it.

Home ownership

Home ownership is the best
investment for three reasons: 1) You
can live init; 2) Use it as a tax break
for payment of interest, and 3} Build
up appreciation for resale (keeping
up with inflation).

In California the regular three-
bedroom home built for $10,000 to
$12,000 fifteen years ago now sells
for $30,000 to $95,000. Now that is
inflation!

Get yourself a home somewhere
even if you can’t live in it now. You
can rent it, can’t you?

Insurance

A reasonable amount of insurance
for family protectionis recommended.
It will pay off in peace of mind.

Education

Education is realistic financial gain.
Thousands of Free Wili Baptists have
set aside education funds by buying
church bonds an time through
banks.

Many of these are being used at
present to attend colleges. Just a
little foresight can make a great
difference when the need comes.
Plan it and do it.

Investing

As your saving permits, learn to
use leverage with down payments on
real property that has a future.

The performance has been
outstanding over the past 30 years
and is probably the best investment

available to us from a financial point
of view. There are other investments,
but none [ know of has been as
consistent.

Use credit wisely

Use credit only i you need, not if
you just want. This one fact may
determine success or failure of your
plan.

Watch it! Watch it! Stay happy
with that which you have.

Stay informed as to vour net!

What vou have and what you
think you have can be quite different,
so know what you owe and what is
coming in at all times,

Paul’s statement in [ Timothy 6:17
is instructive, “Be not high minded
nor trust in uncertain riches, but in
the living God, who giveth us richly
all things to enjoy.”

If we don't take care of the things
God gives us, we may not have them
to enjoy. As Christians, we honor
God and bring dignity to Him if we
properly take care of that which He
gives to us.

Keep your financial affairs in
order. Most of the time we are quilty
of complaining about the problems
instead of doing something about
them.

Estate planning

“Let everything be done decently
and in order”-~so it is with
possessions. Make certain that your
family or your designee receives the
possessions with which God has
prospered you. The only way this
can be assured is with a will.

Dan'’t lose your possessions to the
state, but make out a will so these
things will transfer faster and more
completely to persons of your
choice.

Remember, we also now have a
Free Will Baptist Foundation for

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Francis W.
Bovle, 56, is a member of Sanfa Paula Free Wilf
Baptisi Church, Santa Paula, California. He
was direcior of Execufive Church Bonds from
1967-1975. Mr. Boyle served three vears (1975-
1977} as business adminisirator ot Hillsdale
Free Will Baptist College. He is an alumnus of
Free Will Baptist Bible College.

surplus funds. Don’t be careless in
the end.

Be sure to take care of your family
in your will and remember the Free
Will work.

Make the most of that which
vou have for advancement,
health and recreation.

For several years in the ministry,
we saw missionaries come o our
church, give their programs, then
leave. My wife and ] talked about
how we would like to visit them
where they worked throughout the
world, but this seemed impossible.

But after completing my study at
Free Will Baptist Bible College and
maoving to Southern California, we
began a savings account to go to the
mission fieid.

We started with $55 per month.
This was about one week’s salary, so
you see it wasn't easy.

Later we increased the monthly
deposit to $75. When we returned to
Nashvilie and church bond work, |
surged to the new salary level of $125
per week, and we increased the
saving to $100 per month. After eight
years, | began to plan our trip. When
we passed the ninth year of saving,
we gof our passporis, shots and
bought our airline tickets. The
airplane tickets were about $5,000
and that left us $7,000 cash to spend.

We left in October, 1971 and
returned in March, 1972. The trip




was six months long, and we were
guests of 138 missionaries and visited
many other areas of the world.

By the way, [ returned to
Nashville with a few dollars surplus.
This trip was one of the greafest
events in our lives, even though i
initially seemed impossible. We
planned it, and God let us do it!

Harnessing family expenditures
st easy, but it is imperative. There
is never an easy time, but there is
never a better time than now.

You will feel a sense of
achievement when you get your
budget under control, and you will
be much happier too. Besides, whal
can you lose?

When my wife and I moved back
to California in 1977, my health had
fatled some and my doctor told me |
should stop work and change my life
pattern. The doctor had me on five
different prescriptions and told me
things that made me stop and think.

[ took a leave of absence for one
vear while | prayed about what to do.
Fortunately, we had the option to
make this decision because we had
saved over the years.

We purchased a small home and
were able to pay $50,000 cash, which
took most of our savings. We
couldn’t have paid all of the purchase
price if we had wailed, due to
inflation. You cannot know how
arateful we were to the Lord for
helping us at this time by giving us
the ability to save a little and plan for
the future.

By the way, I'm not taking any
medication now and | jog two miles
each morning!

Harnessing your family’s
expenditures requires careful
planning and dedicated work in
order {0 carry it ouf success{uily.

Although vour goal may noi be to
become wealthy, you will have
greater peace of mind and a positive
sell image through an organized
approach to budgetary management.

You can improve, but only if you
set realistic goals and adhere to them
on a daily basis.

In the final analysis, you are the
one saddied with the responsibility
for bridling your desires and keeping
a tight rein on all expenses. A

Light on Lije’s
Questions . ..

QUESTION: Please point
out the distinction between

fruits of the Spirit and the

Christian’s fruits.

By Wade Jernigan

ANSWER: Fruits of the Spirit are produced in
the fertile soil of goodness, righteousness and
truth (See Ephesians 5:9). None of the ingre-
dients for fruit producing soil originate with
man, but God. In respect to man and his
goodness, Paul stated “there is none that
doeth good, no, not one” {(Romans 3:12).
Goodness, from which springs fruit in the
believer, is present because of the Spirit's
indwelling.

And so it is with righteousness., Man's
righteousness is as “filthy raags” (Isaiah 64:6).
God’s righteousness is imputed (Romans 4:6),
Now as to truth, Jesus called God’s Word truth
{John 17:17). With this in mind, one should
take note that the Spirit is oft called the Spirit of
truth (John 14:17, John 15:26, John 16:13).

That fruit which is produced by the Spirit “in
goodness, righteousness and truth” is “joy,
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness,
faith, meekness, temperance” {Galaftians 5:22-
23). Which of these qualities are in man
naturally? Jesus had toleave His peace for man
to have it (John 14:27). Meekness is not
natural. It is not a fruit of man. It is a fruit of the
Spirit. Man learns meekness from the indwel-
ling Christ, by the Spirit.

What then is the Christian’s fruit? First, the
Christian is to bear fruit. Christ in His message
on fruit bearing mentions fruit (John 15:2),
more fruif (John 15:2) and much fruit (John
15:5, 8). Fruit bearing Christians abide in
Christ {John 15:4). Those branches in Christ
that bear no fruit are taken away (John 15:2).
Seeing then that fruit bearing is of such im-
portance and that abiding or taking away rest
on it, a Christian’s fruit must be determined.

Proverbs 11:30 gives an unmistakeable
answer, “The fruit of the righteous is a tree of
life, and he that winneth souis is wise:” Re-
member “a true witness delivereth souls . . .”
{Proverbs 14:25). By life or by language; by
spirit or by speech; by way or by word; a true
witness delivereth souls.

Readers may address their questions to Mr, Jermigan at P.O. 8ox 1088, Nashwville, Tennes-
see 37202, Please it each question to one specific topic. There will be no personal corres-
pondence regarding those questions which are not used i the magazine, The column will not
necessanly be considered the olhicwal voice of the denomination relative 10 the problems -

volved.
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By Jack W. Stallings

hurch discipline is for the

most part a non-existent

entity, There are a few
groups such as the “plain people” of
rural Pennsylvania who still exercise it
and make headlines in doing so, but
their action is considered as archaic
and quaint as their beards, black hats
and bugaies.

Undoubtedly there are a few
churches among more conventional
fundamentalists who still maintain a
sincere and loving watchcare over one
another’s spiritual welfare, but they
are the happy exception and not the
rule.

For the most part, church discipline
has been laid aside as unadaptable to
madern sociefy.

Alongside this must be laid the fact
that church discipline is cleariy taught
in the New Testament. Several pas-

A Pastor Talks About

o
 Discipline

i

sages {Matthew 18:15-17; I Corinthians
5; and Il Thessalonians 3:6, 14, 15)
present this doctrine quite obviously,
Other passages inferentially assume i
(see Nave’s Topical Bible under
Church, Visible, Discipline of).

The doctrine has never been denied
in the orthodox church. it has been
universally accepted and believed. No
prominent person today denies the
doctrine nor advocates its rejection.
Yet it must be admitted that it is not
being practiced in many, many
churches.

Why is this? The answer to this
guestion is obviously complex and the
writer makes no claim to Knowing
what it is. He can only offer a few
suggestions and admit that he himself
is as lacking as anyone.

The Historical Roots

First, there is an historical per-

spective that must be understood.

This concerns the development of the
“gathered” congregation as opposed
to the “parish” congregation.

In Europe there was usually one
church for each village or parish. That
church was usually government sanc-
fioned and was fhe church for the
people of that village, They had to go
to that church. If they were excluded
from it, there was nowhere else to qo.
Also the civil government enforced the
decrees of this type church which
tended to reinforce its disciplinary
authority.

In America, on the other hand,
there were usually many different
churches of varying denominations
fromwhich an individual could choose
the one to his liking. The varicus
churches were, in fact, in compefition
tor people.

These gathered churches, com-
prised of people who came of their
own desire and could easily withdraw



and join another church, found that
the threat of excommunication carried
much less impact than it would have
under the parish system.

When members were threatened
with disciplinary action, they could
just join another church which usually
would be only too glad to have them.

While the gathered church is, in
most respects, preferable to the parish
church, it does have an inherent dis-
advaniage in the area of church dis-
cipline. Of course, the obvious answer
is that the commitment of an individual
to his church should be such that he
would accept its discipline. However,
human nature usually insures that this
is not the case.

Churches should not undercut each
other’s disciplinary efforts by receiving
members who are being disciplined by
another church. Why shouid a man
humble himself, repent and confess in
order fo be restored in his own church,
when he can go down the street with
his rebellion and pride intact and be
received with open arms?

In this context, churches have
found that the only practical effect of
any disciplinary action is that the indi-
vidual invoived changes churches.
This tends to discourage any energetic
effort at church discipline.

Churches desire 1o have as many
people attend as possible but it may be
that they want them too badly to risk
offending and losing any of them
through a consistent program of
church discipline.

The Independent Spirit

Secondly, there is an independent
spirit born of this modern age that
resists all correction and authority.
Peopie refuse to be corrected and
grow angry at rebuke no matter how
meekly or lovingly given. Discipline is
just not tolerated today. All who would
impose it-—parents, schooi officials,
police—are resisted,

Every man insists on being a law
unto himself and doing what is right in
his own eyes. He deeply resents any
insinuation that he has “sinned” or
done “wrong”.

This spirit has affected Christians
far more than they realize. It has made
them much less ready to submit to the
disciplinary actions of the church.
Humbling of oneself, submission to
one another, and open confession of

sin is quite difficult in present-day
conditions.

The Conditioned Relativism

Thirdly, there is a relativism and
permissiveness that has slipped into
the thinking of Christians almost with-
out their knowing it. This makes them
reluctant to condemn anything as ab-
solutely and irrevocably wrong or sin-
fui.

They have been conditioned to feei
that that is an awfully drastic step o
take. They shy away from doing so
without really understandingwhy they
feel as they do. They have been so
conditioned against any form of
punishment or negative expression
that they cannot bring themselves to
take action against evil.

They see evii as preferable to the
negative action required to deal with it.
They are committed to peace at any
price. They do not comprehend that
church discipline is not punitive but
redemptive in nature.

There is unpleasantness in its admini-
stration, but it has in view awonderful
result (See Hebrews 13:11). It takes
moral courage to accept the unplea-
santness and confrontation involved
in church discipline, but the result is
worlh it.

The Personal Sin

Fourthly, there is sin in the lives of
those whose responsibility it is to
maintain church discipline. Their unwik
lingness to deai with sin in their own
lives means that they cannot and will
not deal honestly and seriously with it
in the lives of those for whom they are
responsible.

Even trivial sin, if left unconfessed in
the heart, will deaden one's hatred and
fear of sin to the point where much
worse sin will be tolerated in others.
Church discipline demands a zeal for
righteousness that cannot dwell in the
same heart where secret sin is nur-
tured and condoned.

The Church’s Indifference

Lastly, the main reasonwhy church
discipline is not enforced as it should
be is that Christians just do not care
deeply enough for one another to
bother doing that which is admittedly
difficult, demanding and unpleasant.
The problems entailed are not accep-

table to most Christians today,

It is difficult and unpleasant to dis-
cipline a child, but if the parent loves
him enough he will accept that burden.
Itis difficult and unpleasant to confront
a friend with the truth, but if one loves
him enough, he will do it.

Discipline is always momentarily
unpleasant but it is so valuable in the
tong run that people who really love
each other will exercise it upon one
another.

Christians must be willing to risk
and accept unpleasaniness from time
to time in order to help one another
conquer sin (Il Timothy 4:2; Proverbs
27:6). They must alsoc overcome the
pride which makes every attempt at
admonition an occasion for an ex-
plosion (Ephesians 5:21; James 3:17).

Church discipiine, far from being
punitive, repressive coercion, is aci-
ually redemptive in nature with restor-
ation and spiritual victory as its goal.

It is brotherly love in action. It is
caring deeply enough about each other
to become involved in each other’s
lives and problems. [t is covenanting
“to be open and honest with one
another, and to care enough for one
another to help each other grow cut of
self and mature m Christ.”

It is contrary to the spirit of the age,
but vital to the survival of the church.a

ABOQUT THE WRITER: Reverend Jack W.
Stallings pastors Collinswood Free Will Baptist
Church, Portsmouth, Virginia. Heis an alumnus
of Free Will Baptisi Bible College and Covenant
Theological Seminary.
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Despite the variation in tribal reli-
gions, their ideas of God are re-
markably close to the truth.

By Mark Paschall

he child was delivered by
primitive means in the dense
bush of Africaand immediate-
ly the rituals and dances commenced.

Fetishes were hung all over the
child’s body, and he grew up saturated
by spirit worship, learning a constant
fear of hexings and evil apparitions.
Later, as a young man, he entered
painful and terrifying initiation rites in
hopes of pleasing evil witches and the
spirits of his ancestors.

As a full-grown man, he became the
leader in his village and was well-
versed in ancestor worship and witch-
craft. He never hears he is sinful by
nature and deserves eternal death; vet
as he gazes up at the stars on a clear
night, he becomes partially aware of

APRICANS

his sinful condition.

Paul says in Romans 1:29, “For the
invisible things of him from the creation
of the world are clearly seen, being
understood by the things that are
made, even his eternal power and
Godhead; so that they are without
excuse .. ..”

God had revealed Himself to the
heathen, and they had a spiritual a-
wareness of His character and their
lost condition, but they “did not like to
retain God” in their thoughts, So the
heathen departed from God, and God
gave them over to a reprobate mind.

Yet most heathen people still have
in their thinking and sometimes in
their religion a vague, much-clouded
remembrance of the truths which God
revealed and they rejected. They now
have only an imperfect idea of who
God is. They are separated from the

Almighty, and yet they desperately
search for some freedom from their
sinful nature. The African is a prime
example of this searching.

God has revealed His character to
the Africans, and they have some
understanding of what God is like. In
all African societies, there is a concept
of one Supreme Being who has been
with man from the beginning and is
unchanging.

This is seen in Pygmy proverb, “In
the beginningwas God. Today is God.
Tomorrow will be God.” Paralleling
the words of Hebrews 13:8, the
Gilburyer say, “He is the same today
as He was yesterday.”

The African has a knowledge of
God's omniscience. A very common
name for their marred image of the
true God is “The Wise One,” or “He
Who knows and sees all.”



The Yoruba believe their god to be
“The Discerner cf hearts, Who sees
both the inside and the outside of
man.” This is strikingly similar to He-
brews 4:12 in which we are told, “The
Word of Godis. .. adiscerner of the
thoughts and intents of the heart.”

The African does not have the
Word of Ged as we do; vet he knows
some things regarding God's knowl-
edge.

The African aisc knows semething
of God’s omnipotence; in fact, many
African names for deity actually mean
“All-powerful,” or “The Almighty.” Af-
ricans like to think of things in very
practical terms and so in many tribes
God’s power is accurately envisioned
as in control of nature.

The Banyarwanda say, “The plant
protected by God is never hurt by the
wind.” The Kiga refer to God as, “The
One who makes the sun to set.”
Nature is awesome to the African, and
only an omnipotent God could contrel
it; they know God has the power to do
anything He wills.

God is viewed as merciful, vet just
and holy. No matter what befalls them,
they believe that God can make no
mistakes and “is always right.” He is
the ultimate Judge and the epitome of
justice.

Although the African god is not the
Godofthe Bible, it is in many respects
similar to the true Ged. How shameful-
ly paradoxical that although we have
the inspired Word of God, as a nation,
we do nct have a unified view of God
as the people of Africa do.

Thereligious practices of the African
illustrate his knowledge of man’s es-
trangement from God. Sacrifices and

offerings are so important that some
tribes offer ritualistic sacrifices daily.
They recognize the importance of the
shedding of blood.

Ged personally spoke to the patri-
archs about sacrifices; the people of
[srael were told through their leaders;
we know from God’s inspired, written
Wordthat Christ's shed bleod cleanses
us of our sins. The African senses the
importance of blood and his need for
redemption.

Finally, it is evident that the African
has an understanding of the creation
of man and his estrangement from
God, due to his sinful nature.

There are about as many myths as
to how God created man as there are
tribes, but basicaliy, Africans believe
that man was created by God, in His
image; original man was created male
and female: husband and wife.

According to many stories, the first
man had perfect communion with God
but this was somehow broken and
God and man were separated. There
are many different explanations of
how this happened, but the same
concept underlines all of them; man is
separated from God because man is
inherently evil,

An Ashanti priest declared, “Ged
has created the knowledge of good
and evil in every person and allowed
him to choose his way.”

An Akan proverb warns, “Follow
your heart and your perish.” It is
almost incredibie how closely these
traditional African views follow what is
given to us in the Bible,

Sadly, however, there is one funda-
mental lacking in the African religions.
There is no sacrifice that can correct

the dilerma of man’s separation from
God.

The African has a vague, imperfect
knowledge of what God is like; he
understands His attributes, Herealizes
Godcreated man, but that man through
sinis separated from God. He realizes
if he follows the desires of his own
heart he cannot please God; vet after
thousands of years he still has no
satisfactory form of redemption.

In the words of John Mbiti, an
African theologian, “This remains the
most serious cul de sacin the otherwise
rich thought and sensitive religious
feelings of our people.”

In Romans 10 we read, “How then
shall they call on Him in whom they
have not believed? And how shall they
hear without a preacher?”

God has revealed Himself to the
heathen, but He has committed unto
us the task of telling them the answer
to their sinful nature and resultant
separation from God.

[t is clear that God has completed
His task. Are we doing all we can to
complete ours? &

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mark R. Paschall, a
medical student at the University of Michigan,
AnnArbaor, has served as a summer missionary
in the lvory Coast. He is a member of Central
Free Will Baptist Church, Royal Cak, Michigan.

® Copyright 1980 BobdJones University, Green-
vifle, South Carolina 29614. Reprinted from the
April issue of FAITH for the Family. Used by
permission. All rights reserved. This article may
not be reproduced, in whole or in part, except
for brief quotations in a review, without written
permission from the copyright owner.
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By Raymond Lee

hancellor L. C. Johnson of

Free Will Baptist Bible Col-

lege told students gathered
for a chapel service, “You can win a
battle with a few men if they have
courage and determination. But an
entire auditorium full of people who
have no courage or determination will
not get anything done.”

I'l} alter his statement slightly and
say it like this; “You can win a battle
with a few men if they have courage
and determination, however, an entire
church full of men who have no cour-
age or determination will not get any-
thing accomplished.”

TheProphet Ezekiel put it the way]
like it, “And] sought for a man among
them, that should make up the hedge,
and stand in the gap before me for the
land, that I should not destroy it; butl
found none (Ezekiel 22:30}.

There are different types of fences
available to enclose homes for pro-
tection such as board, chain link and
hedge. In the case of the hedae fence,
it takes many individual planis to make
a strong hedge to keep out intruders.
Only one plant missing from the hedge
opens it to intruders.

The same thing is true in a local
church. A pastor is always in need of
help around the church, and some-
times if is difficult to find men to stand
in the gaps.

The pastor who encourages his
men with effective leadership soon
discovers that those same men have
enlisted others to wark and fill the
gaps.

[ became acquainted with Master's
Men in 1958 when the Oklahoma State
Association met at Lewis Avenue
Free Will Baptist Church in Tulsa. [
was elected temporary president to
moderate the business session for
election of state officers for the
Master’s Men of Oklahoma.

It was a privilege to help with that
organization. Since that time, | have
been affiliated with numerous Master’s
Men chapters, Some of the chapters, |
arm sorry to say, started off as if they
were Sunday School classes with parts
assigned by program chairmen. The
men resented simply standing up and
reading parts.

Can Po

For Your Church

What Mascter's Men

Now these men were doing what
they thought best at the time in order
to put over a successful program.
These type chapters soon lose their
enthusiasm and fold.

I have also been associated with
enthusiastic chapters that reached out
for guest speakers. These chapters
had groups of dedicated men willing to
serve the Lord in whatever capacity
they could be used.

Leaders are men who are willing to
step out front, assume an authority
role, give advice or aid to anyone
seeking help, spiritually or otherwise,

One of our dear ministers once
made this statement, “The man that
stands taller than the crowd is going to
get thrown at.”

For example: Have you ever hap-
pened upon an accident where there
was evidence of bodily injuries, but
peaple were standing around waiting
for someocne to step in and assume a
leadership roie and aid the injured?

It is my opinion that the Master’s

Men group which will mean the differ-
ence between a growing progressive
church and a church that is just ex-
isting, is the group that displays the
characteristics in the LEADERS a-
crostic—Love, Enthusiasm, Ardency,
Dedication, Eneray, Respect and Ste-
wardship.

In all my years with our great de-
rnomination, 1 have noticed that where
pastors are behind their men giving
encouragement to become involvedin
soul winning, visiting the sick, helping
the aged, etc., you also find churches
with Jaymen who become involved in
all phases of denominational endeavor,
including local, district, state and na-
tional outreaches.

[ am at a loss to understand why
some state associations will not allow
laymen to hold office when we have
some great talent amang our Free Will
Baptist laymen. This is a very sad
situation buf very true.

Surely pastors must reahze they
were all laymen at one time in their
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Hves. The laymen is the one to whom
the pastor reaches out when things
aren't going too well, such as church
finances. However, these same pas-
tors sometimes resent the iaymanif he
shows leadership ability and steps out
to perform his duty.

Pastors, there is an old saying,
“You can catch more flies with honey
than with vinegar.” A loving pastor can
get more out of a group of men (even
their billfolds) if he shows love and
appreciation to those men,

| would like to share testimonials
from two pastors and their thoughts
on what Master's Men mean to them
and to their churches.

Rev. Raymond Riggs, pastor of
Good Springs Free Will Baptist
Church, Pleasant View, Tennessee
says, “The Master's Men group in our
church is a very important arm of the
church just like the Woman's Auxili-
ary. [t is not a group to run the church
or take the place of church beards, but
to encourage Christian fellowship and

aid the pastor in any way they can.”

Rev. Billy Walker, pastor of the
Eastside Free Will Baptist Church,
Houston, Texas says, “Our Master’s
Men group has been a means of the
men in our church becoming better
acquainted. { have seen a real spiritual
growth in them. Theinformal meetings
we have at the different members’
homes encouraged the less forward
men to take a more active part in the
group and also in the church.”

As alayman,l am thankful God has
allowed me the privilege of serving
Him and also the opportunity to serve
inour great denomination. [ am thank-
ful for all of the pastors I have been
privileged to work with.

[ am thankful for God-fearing par-
ents who took us children to church
night or day, rain or shine. I started
serving the Lord as a teenager. [ want
to say “Thanks” to a special pastor
who was my pastor when | accepted
Jesus in my life,

This pastor took me under his wing

and allowed me to go with him to
revivals and all church meetings. |
guess this early start instilled some-
thing in me that has made me want to
serve the Lord more and more each
day. This Pastor is Rev. H. E. (Harry)
Staires of Tulsa, Oklahoma,

There 18 an old saving, “Behind
every good man is a good woman.” |
add, “Behind every good pastor is a
group of God-fearing, Bibie-believing
Christian men who love and back up
their pastor in the church endeavors
to see that their church is a soul
winning station and not just another
institution.”

Pastors, | encourage you once again
to encourage your men fo become
leaders, not only in the local church
but also mn all of our denominational
endeavors.

“But Moses’ hands were heavy; and
they took a stone, and put it under
him, and he sat thereon; and Aaron
and Hur stayed up his hands, the one
on the one side, and the other on the
other side; and his hands were steady
until the going down of the sun”
{(Exodus 17:12).

Leading up to this action, Moses
had talked with the Lord who in-
structed him what to do regarding
Israel. Moses told Joshua to choose
men to fight Amalek and that he would
stand on tep of the hilt with the rod of
God in his hand. Joshua was winning
the battle as iong as Moses was holding
up his hands, but he had to have help
from Aaron and Hur.

To me, this is a beautiful picture of a
dedicated pastor who has labored long
and hard in winning souls and minister-
ing to the church flock; a pastor who
no doubt has become tired and weary
from the long hard battles.

But about the time it seems that he
will go down under the load, a group of
men reach out and lift up his hands.
Together the battle is won.

ABQOUT THE WRITER: Raymond Leeis moder-
ator of the Texas Stale Association and the
Central Texas District Association. Mr. Leeis a
Free Will Baptis! deacon and member of the
national Masier’s Men Board.
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By Biliy G. Hanna

am glad to see Free Will Baptists

emphasizing our distinctives. [ say

this at a time when some of our
ranks are chanaing their doctrine in
order to run with and be accepted by
other groups.

A friend of mine who recently left
our denomination, admitted that he
changed his doctrine in order te be
accepted by another group. My doc-
trine is not that easily disposed of.

Perhanps the most distinctive doc-
trine that we hold is the doctrine of
apostasy.

Apostasy

We believe it is possible for one who
has been saved by God's grace to
make shipwreck of his faith, renounce
it, be severed from Christ and fal! from
grace.

This one does by putting Christ to
an open shame, trodding under foot
His blood and counting it an unholy
thing; thus he becomes twice dead
and has his name blotted out of the
Book of Life, and that without remedy.

That is apostasy.

It is not my infention to convince
vou of the possibility of apostasy, nor
to convince you io believe it the way |
explain it. | have no intention of trying

to resolve all the problems connected
with the subject.

Butl do want to remind us of some
things we aiready believe and make
them relevant.

During that darkest hour in human
history at Calvary, an invisible arm
reached through the darkness—the
invisible arm of God’s remembrance.
[t reached back through the corridors
to the very beginning and hauled in the
sin of mankind.

[t brought forth Adam’s dis-
obedience, Cain's murder, Abraham's
lying, Jacol’s stealing, Sodom’s homo-
sexuality, David's adultery, Solomon’s



idolatry and even Lot’s incest.

Christ became propitiation, sacri-
fice and substiiute.

On that day the saints surely sighed
with reliefl. They had been saved on
credif and now the biill was paid on
time. If you want to shout and jump
pews, do it over this, no! over some
experience you can't explain and the
Bible doesni’t endorse.

That day on the cross a divine
exchange was made {See Il Corin-
thians 5:21). God cast aside His right-
eousness, flung it down through the
corridors of yesterday and wrapped it
around everyone who had believed
God. Heflungit inio the fulure and His
righteousness became mine.

When my mother was 60 vears old,
Hedher to the Lord. That night [ asked
her if she would let me show her how
to be saved. She consented and we
went through the Romans plan of
salvation. Looking af me with tears in
her eves, she said, “Son, 15 that all
thereistoit?” [ said, “Mama, if there is
anymore, God did not tell us.” She
was wonderfully saved.

What does all this mean? When we
get to heaven, it will not be because we
started to work for God, because i is
“not of works.” Neither because we
stopped sinning, for it is “His right-
eousness” that enables us to stand
before Him.

Norwillit be because of the strength
of your faith.

Consider two men walking on ice
six feet thick. One has areat faith that
the ice will hoid him, so he skips across
the frozen lake singing as he goes. But
his companion does not have the
same great confidence. He walks a-
cross with great fear and anxiety.

Both cross safely. But was the man
with great faith any safer than his
companion with less faith? Of course
net! It was not the strenath of their
faith that kept them from falling
through, but the strength of the ice.
Their faith simply put them on the ice.
So with our relationship to Christ,

You may trust yourself, But | say
with Bonar: “On merit not my own }
stand, on doings which I have not
done; merit beyond what [ can claim,
doings more perfect than my own,
upon a life [ have not iived, upon a
death I did not die, another’s life,
another’s death, I stake my whole
eternity.”

Having laid that foundation, we
address the possibility of apostasy.
There are three reasons why | believe
in the possibility of apostasy.

Doctrine of God

First, ithe Word of God teaches it.
Chaler, the renowned Calvinist theo-
logian, gives 51 passages that in his
opinion Arminians might use in their
argumen! for conditional security.
Robert Shank, author of LIFEIN THE
SON, gives 85 passages.

Bui the number is not as important
as their value in proving the point,
Some passages stand on their own,
Galatians 5:1-4 warns that “Christ is
hecome of no effect .. . or as the New
American Standard renders it . ..
you have been severed from Christ . ..”
and™ ... fallen rom grace . . . .”

Colossians 1:21-24 assures that
Christ will present as holy and un-
blameable and unreprovable those
who continue in the faith.

H is guite apparent that those who
stand justified continue in the faith. If
there were not a possibility of de-
nartingfrom the faith, Colossians 1:21-24
malke little sense and do an injustice (o
language that was meant fo be undey-
siood.

Hebrews 6:4-6, in bold strokes,
thunders that those who have been
enlightened, tasted of the heavenly
gift, been made partakers of the Holy
Ghost, tasted the good word of God
and the powers of the world to come, if
they fall away, can never be renewed
unto repentance.

But is Hebrews 6 describing aborn-
again behever?

If vou searched the pages of God's
inspired Word, cailed forth the gifted
Apollos from the agrave, summoned
the greatest angelic orator from the
city of light, and even searched the
mind of Ged Himself, vou could never
describe mare beautifully nor more
accurately one who has passed from
death unto life.

Of course, Hebrews 6 addresses
Christians!

Will of Man

The second reason [ believe in the
possibility of apostasy is the will of
man. The hardest thing in theology to
reconcile is the sovereignty of God

and the free will of man.

| have a very simplistic approach to
this problem. When! come to passages
that teach the sovereignty of God, |
just preach absoclute sovereigniy.
When I come to passages that teach
the free will of man, [ just preach free
wil.

Then 1 leave it up to God and
theology professors to harmonize the
two.

I helieve the Bible teaches both.
The Bible certainly teaches “whoso-
ever will,” meaning that man has a
personal will and acts independently.

When 1 observe the behavior of
man, | am convinced that he has a will
of his own. If we say that man has no
will of his own, then God is responsible
for his actions, including sin.

This is not the case. When David
sinned, he did so of his own free wiit, If
man can sin of his own volition, he
certainly can choose whether to con-
finue in the faith. Many object and
refort that a man who has experienced
salvation would never of his own will
turn from Christ.

David, the man after God’'s own
heart, would never in his wildest imagi-
nafion dream that he could stoop to
the depths of depravity where he
would lie, steal, commt adultery and
murder.

Simon Peter, therock, would never
forsake Christ. But just hours after his
solemn oath, he denied his Lord, not
once, but three times!

Weakness of the Flesh

How could one turn his back onthe
glories of heaven? While I do not
profess to understand ali, I do know
that Adam, of his own will, disobeyed
and forfeited the beauty of a perfect
environment and the close com-
munion he had with God.

The weakness of man is the third
reasaon | believe in the possibility of
apostasy. I know that we are more
than conguerors through Him, and
that greater is He that is in us than he
that is in the world; | also believe we
can do all things through Christ who
strengthens us.

But grim reality says we are not
always conquerors, and we do not
always do all things through Christ.

—_—
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APOSTASY (From page 19)

The truth of the matter is that we do
not always avail ourselves of our power
or privilege as children of the King.
Sometimes we are s0 weak we do not
have strength ic call on the power that
is avaiiable.

The Bible mirrors our weaknesses
in those who were casualties of their
own impotence. Righteous .ot was so
weak that he offered his daughtersto a
mob of homosexuals. Moses in a fit of
anger forfeited his right to the pro-
mised land. Elijah, who one day stood
fearless before Ahab and 450 prophets
of Baal, the next day ran at the mere
words of Jezebel.

The New Testament tells us of
John Mark and Demas. Are we not
reminded often enough of weakness
by personal {ailures?

Perilous Circumstances

Seeing that apostasy is possible,
then, what is the path that it takes? We
first examine the circumslances or
conditions for apostasy.

IMMATURITY

[t 15 quite clear that one prevailing
condition of the possible apostate is
immaturity. This is seen in Hebrews
5:11-14 which sets the stage for the
warning of apostasy in chapter six.

Chapter five lectures Christians
who were dull of hearing. They ought
to be teachers but need to be taught
the basics of the faith and were such
that had need of milk. In fact, they
were babes in Christ.

In II Peter 1:10, which also deals
with apostasy, we arefoid® . . . ifye do
these things, ye shall never fall.” Chris-
tian growth is an antidote to faliing
away—thus verifying that immaturity
15 a breeding ground for apostasy.

FALSE TEACHERS

Galatians was written because
some were being turned “ . . . unto
ancther gospel. Which is not a-
other....” The converts were turning
away from the simpie truth of the
gospelto false teaching. Thisis another
circumstance that fosters apostasy.

FLIRTING WITH SIN

Another condifion that puts one on
the path toward apostasy is flirting

with sin. Hebrews 10:26 warns against
willful sin. Peter (il Peter 2:20), in a
description of apostate false teachers,
waves a red flag emphasizing the
danger of becoming entangled and
overcome by the poliutions of the
world that we have escaped.

If one does not take sin seriously,
then he has set foot on a path that
leads to willful sin and entanglement.

REBEILION

Where does the path of the apostate
lead? As one starts down the road
toward apostasy, his steps firsi lead to
a place where the conviction of the
Spirit goes unheeded.

He then rebels against the chastise-
ment of God which God has promised
to all of His people so that we ©
should not be condemned with the
world .. ..7

RIDICULE

Next, he crucifies the Saviour afresh
and puts Himto anopen shame. As far
as he is concerned, Christ is dead.

It is better for him not to have
known the way of righteousness than
to know it and turn away, becauseitis
now impossible to renew him again
unio repentance.

His latter end is worse than the
beginning. His name is blotted out of
the Book of Life, never mare to be
enroliedwith the redeemed. His conds-
tion is without remedy.

There is a time, we know not when, a point we
know not where,

That makes the desting of men for giovy or
despair;

There s alme by us unseen, that crosses every
path,

The hidden boundary between God's patience

and His wrath,
Divine Protection

What is the protection from apos-
tasy? The greatest protection and pre-
ventiveis the Word of God. [tis Ged’s
anlidote for the poison of false teach-
ing, for il is the Truth.

It is God’s innocuiation for the
cdisease of sin for © . wherewithal

“The doctrine of apostasv,

taught properly, is aweap-

on against cults.”

This is unbeiiel, and we are told in
Romans 10:9 that in order to be saved
we must believe that Jesus has been
raised from the dead and that He is
alive,

RENUNCIATION

The apostaie then comes to the
place where he counts the ™ . . . blood
of the covenant, with which he was
sanclified, an unholy thing . . .” He
says there is nothing to His blood, no
more than anyone else’s.

When he does this in his heart, the
ron door of no return slams shut
behind him. Its sorrowful message of
finality echoes as awarning to all those
who have ears to hear,

shall a young man cleanse his way? By
taking heed thereto according to thy
word.”

[t is both God's milk and meat {or
the immaiure. It will bring about
growth and guard against error. But
the Word must be taught, preached,
studied and practiced.

A warm heart will always prove to
be a preventive from apostasy. The
only way to keep a warm heart is to
walk close to God. We find this close-
ness as we go to church, commune
with God and are controlled by the
Spirit.

Work for God will keep us healthy.
As we serve Him, we develop the truth
we have learned in our own hves and



are able to apply it inservice to others.
[_aboring for Christ causes us to follow
in His fooisteps. Mixed with the Word
of God and a warm heart, i quards
againsl stagnation and carelessness.

The doctrine of apostasy, taught
properly, is a weapon against culls, it
makes all realize the terrible risks of
tampering with false teaching.

Apostasy serves as awarningtothe
careless and to the men God has
called to preach. Pastors who believe
that apostasy is possible better be
cifigent in their duties as men of God.

Of ali the things menticned that
people think God wanis preachers to
cdo, the one thing that He lets us know
for certain and without question is that
we are (o feed His sheep and “perfect
the saints . .. .7

The docirine of apostasy is real. It
serves as a caution light to all who
would esteem God's glorious aift of
salvation anything less than the pearl
of great price.

But it is only a caufion and not the
focal point of our ministry. Qur con-
cern ought o be that men come to
know God’s arace and then grow in
thal grace. Il this be the aim of our
minisiry, then few will fall.

As an age of apostasy falls upon us
and the mystery of niquily works
among us, we ought to {ollow Paul's
admonition to Timothy-—

“Take heed unto thyself and unto the
doctrine; continue in them; for in doing
this shall thou both save thyself and
them that hear thee” (I Timothy 4:18). A

ABOUT THE WRITER: Rev. Bitly D, Hama
pastors Trinity Free Will Bapiist Church, Bow!-
ing Green, Kentucky. This article was adapred
from a sermon Reuv. Hanna preached on
November 17,1977 at the Georgia Stale Assoct-
ation.
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Alabama
Arizona
Avkansas
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Flovida
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Idahao

Hinois
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Kansas
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Mississippi
Missouri
New Mexico
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Okiahoma
Tennessee
Texas

Virgin Islands
Virginia
West Virginia
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Executive Office

Foreign Missions

Bible College
Home Missions

Retirement & Ins.

Master's Men
Commission on

Theological Lib.
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April, 1981

April '81
Coop. Design. April '81 Yr. to Date
§1,822.15 § $  375.69 $ 2,208.12
C S 196.98
2,204.06 1,699.41 12,298.95
1,040.93 - 860.30 4,178.32
954.93 (28.52) 812.19 5,173.09
877.60 {123.00) 659.76 3,702.83
- . o 97.93
2,868.78 4,574.69 3,926.30
L. C C 50.00
288.12 S 124.18 675.46
40.00 s 30.00 160.00
2,828.73 (2,828.73) 446 98 8,723.71
574.17 Ce 169.85 856.41
7,527.07 (7,527.07) 4,719.50 24,013.21
138.23 BN S 138.23
530.62 (236.00) 516.33 1,744.54
s L 1,014.00 2,557.64
6,590.15 (6,590.15) 5,816.02 29,314.63
957.68 (225.00) 1,697.96 3,498.84
474.74 AN 576.26 614.74
218.50 (218.50) 254.88 674.92
2,063.87 (80.24) 106.95 4,505.33
C S ... 30.52
$32,000.33 $24,457.95 $109,380.70
$ 9,03835 $(2,422.62) § 6,177.13 $ 36,653.06
5,643.04 {7,723.55) 6,124.93 29,380.37
4,892.92 {2,973.43) 4,880.06 15,999.09
423375 {2,803.57) 4,067.00 14,318.93
2,609.94 {1,217.39) 2,100.55 8,132.41
1,313.33 (560.58) 935.13 4,061.68
26900 (156.07) 173.15 835.17
$24,457.95 $109,380.70
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FREE WILL BAPTIST

newsfront

A Tribute to Reverend John H. West

Prepared by Rev. Glen T, Heed, pastor of Trinity Tempie Free Will
Baptist Church, Tulsa, Oklahoma

everend John H, West passed
R away Friday, April 24, 1981, at

the age of 79 of a massive heart
attack. A memoriai service was con-
ducted Monday, April 27 at Tulsa’s
First Free Will Baptist Church where
he pastored 25 years.

Reverends Harry Staires and Glen
T. Hood officiated. The Okiahoma
Ministers Quartet provided special
music. One hundred one ministers
attended as honorary pallbearers. The
crowd, estimated at 700, overflowed
the church sanctuary and required
additionalseating in one of the depart-
mental assembly rooms.

After the congregation stood and
sang “Amazing Grace,” the memorial
service proceeded as a tribute to “A
man sent from God whose name was
John.”

John West served in the ministry
for nearly a half century. He was a
pastor with a pastor’s heart. He pas-
tored Oklahoma churches in Tuske-
gee, Bristow, Earlsboro, Wewoka,
and for over 25 years, the First Free
Wiil Baptist Church in Tulsa.

In 1970 he retired and assumed a
“Pastor-at-Large” ministry where he
continued helping people in need. He
visited in hospitais and nursing homes,
preached funerals, served as interim

pastor, filled pulpits in Tulsa and sur-
rounding areas where he was needed.

He wrote a 136-page autobio-
graphy—Pastor John. Later he printed

a brief Funeral Manual. He also pub-
lished Optimism, atwice-monthiy news-
letter.

John West was both an educator
and teacher among Free Wil Baptists.
He pioneered in Sunday School. He
built the Sunday School at First
Church, Tulsa, to a high of 722. He
was responsible for setting several
firsts: The first fully organized and
departmentalized Sunday School, the
first teacher fraining courses offered
reguiarly, and he devised a Sunday
School enrolling system different from
the traditional.

He was a member of the National
Sunday School Board over 25 years.
As an educator he taught seminars for

teachers, ministers and deacons. He
was instrumental, alongwith others, in
starting Oklahoma Bible College (now
Hillsdale Free Will Baptist College).

John West was a man of prayer,
cailing the names of his Optimism
subscribers every day in prayer. He
had served as president in the Tuisa
Ministerial Alliance, department head
of the Greater Tulsa Council of
Churches, and member of the Okla-
homa State Association Executive
Board.

The Administration Building at Hills-
dale Free Wil Baptist College was
named in his honor.

John H. West was a man of great
conviction and courage. He was well
known {ar his outspoken beliefs about
how ministers should dress and act.
His standards were high and he con-
stantly pushed for upgrading the min-
istry and Free Will Baptists.

He was a Prince of Preachers, con-
ducting over 1800 funerals and preach-
ing more than 8000 sermons. :

As he went in and out among the ¢
people of Tulsa and surrounding areas,
it could be said, “There was a man
sent from God whose name was John
H. West!”

Reverend John West is survived by
his wife Bessie: one son, John H.
West, Jr. of Tulsa; three grandchildren
and three great grandchildren.

Interment was at Rose Hill Ceme-
tery, Tulsa.




TWISTER DEMOLISHES OKLAHOMA CHURCH

SRy el FWE Church, Tulsa Photos By Jim Wolfe, Tulsa World

BIXBY, OK—More than $100 million
in property damage was reported by
Tulsa/Bixby residents in the aftermath
of April 19°s killer tornados which
destroyed 64 homes and 52 busi-
nesses, including the Liberty Heights
Free Will Baptist Church near Bixby.

About 30 members of the congre-
gation had finished communion and
were preparing for the feet-washing
service Sunday evening, when the

lights flickered off and high winds
whipped open ali the church doors.

Moments later tornadic winds coi-
lapsed the sanctuary, burving wor-
shippers beneath debris and pelting
them with rocks from the shatfered
stone walls.

Miraculously, no one was Kkilled
when the building collapsed. The in-
juredwere transported by ambulances
and private vehicles to St. Francis

(L) Jim Layne, Mrs. McCiellan, Rev. Bill McCleflan

Hospital in Tulsa.

Pastor Bill McClellan appeared on
national television explaining the ex-
tent of damage and how God spared
the members’ lives.

Jim Layne, who was trapped 15
minutes in the wreckage, told Tulsa
Worid photographer Jim Wolfe after-
ward as he photographed Layne sitting
on the church altar, “This altar has
saved me twice in the past 60 days—
once spiritually and once physically.”

The pastor’s wife, Mrs. Juanita
McClellan, was in the choir loft when
the tornado hit. She pulled a steel
chair over her head to protect herself
and a friend while rocks fell on all
stdes. She said later that the steel chair
looked like someone shot it with a
shotgun,

One mile east of Liberty Heights
Free Will Baptist Church, four people
were killed when the tornado leveled a
mobile heme park just outside Bixby.

Barney Jackson, who may have
saved the pastor’s iife when he grabbed
him just as high winds swept Rew.
McClellan down the church corridor,
said three men narrowly escaped
death when the roof crashed. A huge
beam fell directly over the two, but
one end hit squarely on the pulpit, and
it never touched the men.

We praise the Lord,” said Jackson,
“We all had the faith that we’d be alive
when it was over.”

—
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FALL ENLARGEMENT FOR
SUNDAY SCHOOL

NASHVILLE, TN—The Sunday
School fall enlargement campaiagn be-
gins October 4, ends October 25 and
has as its emphasis soul winning and
church growth. The theme is “Count
on Me, Lord.”

As with other similar contests,
Sunday Schools attaining the greatest
percentage of increase over their
Spring average will be named first and
second place winners respectively and
awarded appropriate plagues. The
present size of Sunday Schools does
not prevent opportunity to win in any
division. The divisions are as follows:

Division A over 500 average
Division B 400-500 average
Division C 300-399 average
Division D 200-299 average
Division E 150-199 average
Division F 100-149 average
Division G 5099 average
Division H under 49 average
Division | Newly Established

Entry blanks will be mailed early
enough to reach churches by October
2, 1981. The deadline for reporting
increases is November 6, 1981.

For details, write or call:

Randall House Publications
P. O.Box 17306-—114 Bush Road
Nashville, TN 37217
(615) 361-1221

CHURCH COMPLETES 13-YEAR BUILDING PROJECT

ANTIOCH, CA—On Easter Sunday,
1981, members of Antioch Free Will
Raptist Church, Antioch, celebrated
the resurrection by opening the doors
of their new 8,000 square feel church
at 11 Worrell Road.

The church began plans {o build in
1968, Members saved money to under-
gird the anticipated building. Con-
struction got underway on Novemnber
11,1979, by utilizing a unique financial
prograrm.

Pastor Bob Cantrell aobserved, “I
honestly feel that this buitding program
is a modern day miracle.”

The church building commitiee in
search of financing could only locate
Joan meney at 20-:22 percent interest,
a rate the group considered too high.
They took the matter to the church,
and the membership withdrew cash
from banks, savings and loans, credit
unions and other sources.

Members loaned the money to the
church interest free, in order to build.

The new building has an appraised
value of $500,000, but only carries a
permanent loan of $125,000.

The sanctuary seats 175 comfort-
ably and can be altered to seat 250. In
addition to a sanctuary, the upstairs
contains seven classrooms, pastor’s
study and offices.

The 3,000-square feet, {ully-car-
peted downstairs includes a well-fur-
nished kitchen with seating space for
300 plus.

Dedication services were observed
May 31.

Antioch Church has had two pas-
tors in 27 years. Rev. Roy Pembrook
started the work in Brentwood in 1955
and relocated it at 311 Lawton in
Antioch in 1956, where the church
ministered for 25 years.

The church called Bob Cantrell o
pastor in 1966. Shortly thereafter, the
congregation began growth talks
which culminated in the new building.

FVANS NAMED TO FOUNDATION POSITION

NASHVILLE, TN--Rev. William W.
Fvans has been named Director of

Planned Giving with the Free Wil
Baptist Foundation, established by the
National Association at its annual
meeting July 20-24, 1980.

Evans, 41, araduated from Free
Wili Baptist Bible Coltege in 1962. He
pastors Bellview Free Will Baptist
Church, Colquitt, Georgia. The con-
gregation is assisting in the develop-
ment of the new denominationatl min-
istry by releasing Mr. Evans for part-
time work with the foundation.

“We have watched the hand of God
in the development of this ministry,”
says Herman L. Hersey, Executive
Secretary of the Foundation, “and we
helieve it will enable Free Will Baptists
to better fulfill their stewardship obli-
gation through planned giving.”

Mr. Evans brings to the position 11

years experience as trustee and nine
as chairman, with the National Board
of Retirement and Insurance. He
served pastorates in New Hampshire
and Missouri for 19 years.

His primary goal this first year is
preparatory training through a series
of study programs and seminars in
estate planning., Assisted by Mr.
Hersey, he plans te implement a pro-
gram of will clinics for local church
groups.

Until the duties of the Foundation
require his full attention, Rev. Evans
plans to continue his present pastor-
ate.

He is married to the former Brenda
Hampton and has three sons, Jeffrey,
L ee and Benjamin,



LIBRARY REFUSES BOOK BAN

ELIZABETHTON, TN-—Pastor
Richard Adams’request that the best-
selling novel Bloodline be removed
from Elizabethton Public Library
shelves was unanimously denied by
vote of the Library Board on April 16,

The negative vote came after nearly
three months of forms, preliminary
meetings and adverse pubiicity. Rev.
Adams, pastor of East Side Free Will
Baptist Church, Elizabethton, deli-
vered a 30-minute argument in City
Hall on March 17 calling for the re-
moval of Blocdline. The vote, post-
poned unti April 16, went against
Adams and the majority of the people
present.

Adams told CONTACT, “At the
April 16 meeting, the Board attempted
to have their vote before letting the
public speal. At our request they

heard from the people . . . 95 percent
oi the crowd was in support of us.”

Library Director Joyce Hawthorne
refused to read aloud certain passages
from Bloodline, which Pastor Adams
said were “blatantly pornographic.”

To demonstrate his disgust, Adams
tore apart a copy of Bloodline in the
City Council chambers. Supperters
applauded his action.

Adams acknowledged, “I give
people the right to swim in a cesspool,
but I den’t want to finance it. I do not
feel the taxpayer should finance it.”

In addition to Bloodline by Sidney
Sheldon, Adams’ group also asked for
removal of Once Is Not Enough by
Jacqueline Susann, and Thelnheritors
and The Aduenturers, both by Harold
Robbins.

RANDALL SPONSORS
NATIONAL SOFTBALL
TOURNAMENT

NASHVILLE, TN-—The First Annual
Randali House Invitational Softball
Tournament is slated Augusi 21, 22 in
Nashville, Tennessee.

Twenty-eight teams from across
the denomination are expected to
take part in the Friday and Saturday
slowpitch competition, limited to Free
Wil Baptists. All games will be piayed
at Two Rivers Park.

[t's not too late to register your
church team for this time of compe-
tition and fellowship. For complete
information regarding fees, rules and
accommodations write:

Randali House Publications
Seftball Tournament

P.O. Box 17306
Nashville, Tennessee 37217

FWBBC GRADUATES 72, HONORS 4

NASHVILLE, TN-—In commence-
ment exercises held May 14 in the
college Activities Building, Free Will
Baptist Bible College araduated the
72-member Class of 1981. Thirty-cne
received Bachelor of Arts degrees; 25,
the Bacheior of Science; 11, the three-
year Christian Worker’s Bible
Diploma; and five, the two-year Asso-
ciate of Science in Business degree.

The ciass consists 0f 35 women and
37 men who come from 21 states and
two foreign countries (Brazil and
Spain}. Thirty-five of them are married;
23 married after coming to FWBBC.
One or both parents of 13 graduates
are alumni of FWBBC.

Of the 56 four-year graduates, 14
took pastoral training, 12 studied ele-
mentary education, nine prepared in
music, nine others studied Christian
education, seven finished a combina-
tion music/Christian education pro-
gram, four studied missions, and one
studied history. Al FWBBC agraduates
major in Bible.

Three seniors—Duane Cassida,
Laura Hampton, and Mark Thomas-—
received scholarship awards for main-
taining the highest averages in their
class this year. All three maintained a
perfect “A” (4.0) average for the year,

Dr. and Mrs. L. C. Johnson were
recognized for their many years of

service to the college. Miss Ruby
Mitchell and Mr. Burl Halliburton are
entering retirement and were honored
for their years of exemplary service.

Dr. Johnsen recently announced
that he wouid retire at the close of the
1980-81 schoo! year, concluding his
36-yvear ministry at the college. Mrs.
Johnson retired last year after 12
years of service maintaining the college
mailing list,

Miss Mitchell was given a plaque in
honor of over 14 years served as
college receptionist. Mr. Halliburton
closes more than eight vears as dir-
ector of physical plant maintenance.
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The first annual minister’s retreat for
the state of Florida was conducted April
810 at Camp Mount Pleasant, Bonilay,
FL.. Speakers for the three day event were
Georgia Moderator Damon Dodd, Free
Will Baptist Bible College stall members
Joe Ange and Stanley Qutlaw.

A gentleman by the name of Leo
Haight won ihe award at First FWB
Church, Salem, OR, during the spring
Sunday School enlargement campaign. Mr.
Haight brought the most people to Sunday
School. And do vou know what his pastor,
Jesse Dunn, awarded him? A year’s gift
subscriptionto CONTACT! We think that
is a greal idea.

The first quarter of 1981 at Hilltop
FWB Church, Fuquay-Varina, NC
resulted in 20 new members being received
inlo the church and 24 being bapiized.
Pastor Bifly Bevan said he has witnessed
40 first time salvalion decisions since
January.

The Arthur Lambert (amily is relo-
cating in the northeast in order to start a
FWRB Church in Concord, NH. Those
who may wish to correspond with Brother
Lamberi and send him names ol relatives
or friends in the area can do so by writing;
Northeast FWB Missions, Rt. #6, Box 216,
Laconia, NH 03246.

April 12 was an historic day at First
FWB Church, Russellville, AL.
Pastor Gwyn Pugh and members cele-
brated the retirement of the church debt

on the present building. Guest speaker for
the occasion was Milton Crowson,
FWBRC professor. First Church has been
served by 13 pastors since its organization
in the 1930's.

The South Grand River Association
in Oklahoma sold their campground.
They have divided the yearly interest they
will be receiving on the monies in four
areas—one-fourth each to Home Missions,
Foreign Missions, Hillsdale FWB College,
and ayouth camp fund for the association.
The action was taken in order to climinate
the $7,000 ayear upkeep on camp facilities.
The aroup believes they can rent other
camps more economically than they can
own.

Rev. John M. Henson was honored
in April for 50 years service as a FWB
minister, The occasion was observed near
Hurricane, WV, where Rev. Henson lives.
Heis edilor of the WEST VIRGINIA FREE
WILL BAPTIST, the state publication.

CONTACT welcomes CHURCH LIFE,
publication of Demaree FWB Church,
Visalia, CA. L. A. Yandell pastors.

The men of First FWB Charch,
Wilburton, OK, presented the“Passion
Play” on Easter Sunday morning at the
11:00 worship hour. Pastor Mike Fields
said 179 attended the worship service.
Two people were saved and numerous
others renewed vows with the Lord.

Pasior Bob Shockey of Heritage
Temple FWB Church, Cannons-
burg, KY, says the group began con-
siruction in mid May on a $175,000 sanc-

e What does it mean to be
free?

e Can a person truly be free
and Christian in this
century?

e What characterizes
liberated people?

* How can | become a
mature believer?

$3.95

Figure 5% of total order for postage If
cash accompanies order Figure 10%
of total order for postage and handling
i cash does not accompany order
Add §1.00 for postage and handling f
order 15 fess than §10.00 Prices are
fluid and are subject to change with-
out notice.

Randall House Publications

P.O. Box 17306
Nashville, Tennessee 37217
(615) 361-1221

tuary and basement complex. The 40 x 90
feet structure will be finished by Sepitember.

Attendance has doubled in the last year
ai Beacon FWB Church, Farmville,
NC. Pastor Terry Hardison said at-
tendance surged from 75 a year ago to 150
this Easter. During the past 12 manths, the
congregation has begun supporting Home
and Foreign Missions, the Bible Coliege,
and the North Carolina Minister-at-Large.
Pastor Hardison conducts a radio broad-
cast and writes a weekly article for the local
newspaper. The church is pointing for 200
by January, 1982.

Peace FWB Church, Spartan-
burg, SC, has sponsored a new mission
church. The outreach is called Friend-
ship FWB Mission. Jimmy Shipman
pastors the mission group. Johnny
Bullman pastors Peace Church. Both
works are in the Palmetio Conference in
South Carolina.

A new building is under construction in
Camden, SC. Bethesda FWB Mis-
sion Church is constructing an audi-
torium with 10 classrooms, nursery, office
and storage space. Fred Kirby pastors.
The work is a project of the Sauth Carcelina
Conference Home Mission Board.

Cavanaugh FWB Church plans to
begin a Christian day school this fall.
According io Pastor Carl Cheshier the
new school will use the Abeka curriculum.
The group will start with the first grade and
add one grade each year afterwards,

The Master’s Men of Bethel FWB,
Church, Little Rock, AR, havé 5i the
finishing touches on a new lellowship hall
which they constructed after raising some
$6,000. Pastor Don Brown said the
Master’'s Men donated their time in order
to bring the building to completion. The
new fellowship hail is connected to existing
buildings by two enclosed ramps.

Ceniral FWB ChurchinKansas City,
MO, has relocated at 3200 Blue Ridge
Extension in Grandview. Pastor Howard
Gwartney said the grand opening Sun-
day cn Apnl 26 attracied 147 for Sunday
School and 186 for preaching service.

Pastor Rom Parker of First FWB
Church, Pocahontas, AR, baptized
an 86-year old convert who was saved in
his home during a revival meeting. Pastor
Parker also appeared on Jonesboro's
KAIT Channel 8 television, Monday, May
11, to answer questions Concerning
Christian education and the Pocahontas
Christian Academy sponsored by First
Church.

Bethany FWB Church, Noxfolk, VA,
designated January as Operation Friend-
ship, a month in which members made a
special effort to become reacquainted with
cach other through fellowship in their
homes. W. B. Hughes pasiors. &



: Bible

- Memorization —
_ It'’s More Than
- A Child’s Game

By Rache! Crawford

grew up in a home where the
Word was read and taught daily at

. the family altar. When [ went
away to schooi and to work, [ did not
continue the daily study of God’s
Word. Later | became a pastor’s wife
and God blessed our home with two
children.

Even thoughlread the Word from a
devotional point of view, I found that I
really did not know how to give a
reason for the hope that was in me
except with a few scriptures.

[ wanted our children to have a
basic knowledge of the scriptures. So,
when they became 10 years old, |
enrolled them in a Bible memory pro-
gram.

As [ helped our daughter learn her
verses that first year, the guestion
came ioud and strong: “How can you
ask your children to do something vou
are not wiliing to do yourself?”

My husband and [ both enrolled in
the Bible memory program along with
our children and it changed our lives!

llearned that to hide God’s Wordin
my heart meant more than just reading.
I needed to memorize the scripture
and meditate on it, and let the Holy
Spirit teach and even convict me.

Many times when there has been a
real need in my life or in a neighbor’s
life, the Holy Spirit has brought scrip-
tures to mind o meet that need.

Whenlamsad, there are scriptures
for encouragement. When | am over-
come in a fault, there are promises of
forgiveness. God's Word is there to
meet every need, and the Holy Spirit is
present to bring it to our remembrance.

How many times have you wished
that you knew more about the scrip-
tures? Or said, “! wish I could be asoul
winner,” or “Iwish [ had areater faith?”
Maybe you have said, “] really want to
be a better Christian,”

The reason for these desires is that
God ordained that these things be the
experience of His children. In His
Word He not only commands us in
these areas but gives instruction con-
cerning how they may be accomplished
in our lives,

OUR WOMEN SPEAK
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InI Timothy 2:15 we are command-
ed to study that we might be approved
by God. Proverbs 11:13 tells us that if
we win souls we are wise, In Romans
we find that faith comes from hearing
the Word of God.

Christians have been given the Bible
as the great Guide Book for asuccess-
ful walk with God. Yet, many fail
because they never reaily study the
Book. In other areas of life, years are
spent in preparation for a vocation or
career. Without such study, failure is
imminent.

How much mare should we study
concerning our life in Christ! Other
guide books give only rules and instruc-
tions. The study of God's Word brings
not only knowledge but also wisdom,
understanding, joy, peace, assurance,
hope and even the very presence of
God. 4

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mrs. Rachel Crawford
is Woman’s Auxiliary Study Course Chairman
at Sylvan Park Free Will Baptist Church, Nash-
vilfe, Tennessee, Her husband, Reuv. Robert
Crawford, is emploved ot Free Will Baptist
Bible College in the public relations department,
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