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MEETIN' (From page 8)

question is, what are you right now?
“How far we can go together! But
we'll have to go in love.”

WISH I'D
SAID THAT

“Most Baptist preachersl know any-
thing about are politicians™—W, J,
Hodge, Louisville alderman and a Bap-
tist preacher.

“The ‘up and out’ are just as out as
the ‘down and out’ "—WNAC banquet
speaker Verla Pettit.

“We are morally responsible to pay
for this convention”—-FWBBC Profes-
sor Leroy Forlines addressing floor
delegates.

“i hope it won't be 40 more years
before you came back to Kentucky’—
Ed Hutchinson, chairman of the Ken-
tucky Steering Committee, at the close
of the business session.

“Preach another cne, brother!” -
Presider Richard Cordell at Tuesday’s
Bible Conference.

“l only kinow one Greek word, and
it describes the philosophy of Christ-
ians who don’t witness-—BA-LO-
NEY!"—Richard Adams, Bible Confer-
ence speaker.

. Foreign Missions Booth

. Sunday Morning Speaker Carl Cheshier (AR).

. One prays quietly at altar.

. Free Will Baptist Chaplains Kerry Steedley (L), Larry Cusick,
Robert Cooper.

. Master’s Men Director Loyd Olsan

. Tuesday Evening Speaker Jerry Dudley {OK).

. Missionary Bobby Aycock

. FWBBC Professor Leroy Forlines

.WNAC Executive Commitiee: Back Row—(L) Peagy Outland
{NC), Anne Worthington (TN}, Barbara Fletcher {MS). Front Row—
{L) Geneile Scoit {AR), Cleo Purseil (TN}, Norma Teague (TX)

. Part of large voting delegation,

M OD o~ O o BN

[
=




“I's hard to smile when you have
blisters on your feet”—A moderator’s
weary wife.

“This convention went as smoothly
as any 've ever worked. Al these
peoplewere well-behaved”— A conven-
tion center security guard.

“Most 7:00 a.m. breaklasts at the
National are about as exciting as sogqy
toast -—~Master’s Men breakfast speak-
er Jack Williams.

"“Youcan't make aFree Will Baptist
do anything. But you can love him and
he'll buy a steamboat from vou on the
desert”—E.E.Morris, Pastor's Dinner
speaker.

“It's all been great. | have noregrets
in coming, But it’s an indictment against
the Free Will Baptisi denomination for
us to leave without the money needed
to pay this bili”-—A businessman and
conwention delegate,

ROSES ‘N’ ONIONS

- Convention musicians breathed
a belated sigh of relief when the rented
instruments finally arrived—three
hours behind schedule.

~—And speaking of music, Director
Blaine Hughes' line-up gets better every

e
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MEETIN' (From page 11)

yvear. What talent there was in the
mass choir and in the men’s chorale.

—Three cheers for the ushers, spon-
sored and organized for the first time
by the Master’s Men.

—Many convention-goers had to
pass some sleazy spots in downtown
Louisville to and from their motels.

—“What! No Nursery! How could
they do this?”—Several young mothers
at the meeting.

—It sure is a blessing fo see and
hear Preacher Carl Vallance get
blessed!

—Ohfor a sound system like Louis-
ville's every year—hat’s off to the
sound engineer with the cowboy hat.

—Many commented on high ban-
quet and breakfast prices, but the
cateringand food rated above average.

—Several exhibitors were heard
grumbling about the late set-up time
for booths on Monday.

—And finally, a couple of thank
vous: fo Larry and Kristi Bryan, Melody
Shrewsbury, and Robert West of the
Executive Office staff for some fast
nrinting jobs—and to Clarence and
Jean Lewis of the NYC staff for the
much-needed maps locating nearby
restaurants. &

1. Louisville Alderman W. J. Hodge

(VA)
3. Moderator Bobby Jackson
4. Registration Flurry
5. Pastor’s Dinner

2. Monday Evening Speaker Gene Parisher

ELECTED IN LOUISVILLE 81

The following were elected during the
45th annuat session of the National Asso-
ciation and will serve until the dates
indicated.

GENERAL OFFICERS

Moderator Bobby Jackson (NC)

Assist. Moderator Ralph Hampton (TN}
Clerk Waido Young (OK)

Assist. Clerk Keith Burden (CA)

GENERAL BOARD

1982 Mack Humbles (NM)
1982 Dennis Wiggs (NC)
1983 John Edwards (AL}
1983 Fred Hanson {AC)
1983 Dan O’'Donnell (AZ)
1683 David Joslin (AR)
1983 Doice McAllister (CA)
1983 Robert Owen {FL)
1983 Herbert Waid (GA)
1983 Harley Bennett {1D}
1983 Wallace Malone (IL)
1683 Henry Patterson (IN)
1683 Gaten Dunbar (KS)
1683 Ed Hutchinson (KY)
1683 Lester Horton (MD)
1983 Jerry Barron (MX)
1983 Charles Cooper (MI)
1983 Al Hanun {MS)

1683 Millard Sasser {MQO)

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
1983 Al Hamm (M5)

1983 Millard Sasser (MO)

1983 Gaien Dunbar (KS)
HOME MISSIONS BOARD
1987 Richard Adams {TN)

1987 Rue Dell Smith {AR)
1987 Hober! Ashby {(OH}

RETIREMENT AND INSURANCE
BOARD

1987 Billy Samms (WV)

1987 Earl Hendrix {SC)

1987 Francis Boyle {(CA)

MASTER’S MEN BOARD

1987 Wendell Leckbee (AR}

1987 Jack Forlines (NC)
1987 Wayne Spruilt (TN)

COMMISSION ON
THEOLOGICAL LIBERALISM

1986 Lomnie Siiles (Ml

HISTORICAL COMMISSION
1986 David Joslin {AR)
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if you missed 1 N€ National Association of Free
Will BapﬂStS, JUIY 19— 23 1981, you can still hear all

the key presentations. All of the lectures were recorded as a

professional service to produce clear, verbatim cassette tapes.

Nationwide

AUDIO-NSTATN

EDUCATIONAL SERVICES INC.

3221 Carter Ave., Marina de! Rey, CA 90291
{213) 822-3808

DISCOUNTS

1-12 CASSETTES-$4.000a
13 &up CASSETTES-$3.500a
FREE! Album with Set

Free Revised Programs Sent Upon Request
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OUR
READERS
COMMENT

44 YEARS IN THE FAMILY

| was saved in a Free Will Baptist church 44
years ago. My parents were Free Will Baptists
and my paternal grandparents were Free Will
Baptists.

| give you this background that it might help
you understand when | say that second only to
my love for Jesus Christ is my love for my
denomination.

[ was a member at the same Free Will Baptist
church 33 years, but about {wo years ago ! was
forced to leave because the pastor began study-
ing after Jack Hyles and Elmer Towns and feit
that the only way to have a large church was to
have an authoritarian pastor.

Ifanyone disagreed with him, he was removed
fram leadershipin the church. After seeing six of
the seven deacons leave and most of the older
members leave, | decided it was time for me to
go to another Free Wil Baptist church.,

Soyousee, thisiswhy was so thrilled when
read the article “Before You Leave” in April
CONTACT. As lread, tears came to miy eyes as
[ couldn’t contain the joy that filled my heart.

Praise God—finally, somebody in denomina-
tional leadership spoke out about pastors who
allow independents to persuade them that theirs
is a better way.

Fremember an article in CONTACT that Dr.
Wade Jernigan wrote where he said that what
we don’t need is more independent Free Will
Baptist churches. [ certainly agree with him on
that.

if a pastor can't, with clear conscience, lead
the church he pastors to be a Free Wili Baptist
denominational church, then he should leave
and let some pastor who can, come and pastor
it.

He should not try fo steal the church away
fram the people who labored and sacrificed so
that Free Wili Baptists would have a place to
serve and wilness for Christ in that community.

Here's one real Free Will Baptist who is
standing up for your article.

Verlan Pegues
Anderson, Texas

GIVE US MORE
‘DISCIPLINE’ ARTICLES

I just finished reading July CONTACT. The
article by Jack Stallings on church discipline is
excellent.

| think he exposes several abstacles to the
practice of church discipline. Some of ihe same
factors keep us from standing against worldiiness
from the pulpit.

Relativism and permissiveness do indeed
plague the church. The man of God who does
proclaim the Word of God is blithely ignored.
Qur independent spirit allows us Lo hold our
apinions while disregarding his (and God's).

We need many more such perceptive articles.

Larry D. Hampton, Manager
Editorial Division
Randall House Publications

PASTOR HAILS TWO ARTICLES

First, | want to thank you for printing the
article, “King James Fever”, that has apparently
unsettied many.

The only thing that disturbed me about the
article was that [ thought it was one of the
timeliest you've printed—until the onslaught of
the brethren. Then! began questioning whether
[ was still among the evangelicals, to say nothing
of the fundamentalists!

And then ] remembered reading some time
back that Christians today have basically three
options on this subject.

1. Learn the original language yourself.
Then you will not have to take any-
one’s word for it.

2. Take the word of 17th century Angh-
cans. Today they are called Episcopa-
lians—-as in “high” and “low” church.

3. Take the word of 20th century Evan-
gelicals. There are some questionable
“translations” (falsely so called), but
there are also some excellent, read-
able, and reliable versions.

Pastors should teach new Christians the
differences between Protestant and Roman
Catholic, Methodist and Bapiist, and Southern
and Free Wili Baptists. And they might do them-
selves a favor by putting something to read into
their new converts' hands. The more converts
learn from reading, the less the pastor has to
teach.

Secondly, I again read Dr. Reeds’ article on
denominational distinctives and diversities.
Bravo! Could not have been said better. A
concerted, conscious, and continuing effort
needs to be made on all sides for genuine
spiritual maturity.

May GodinHis mercy grant us wise leaders,
and the grace to recognize and support them for
His glory and the future of our denomination.

Rev. Dennis Pettyjohn, Pastor
First Free Will Baptist Church
Selma, California

1 CAME BACK TO CONTACT!

lappreciate therecent articles n CONTACT.

1had dropped CONTACT because of articles
that were not in good 1aste with my thinking. But
I intend to renew my subscription.

I especially appreciate those articles that
uphold the Free Will Baptist docirines, such as
the ones on leet washing, apostasy, and church
discipline.

[wonder why there is no cry from our people
when articles on other denominations appear
CONTACLCT, and then such a cry arises when
something is said about Independent Baptists?
After all, some of their leaders have called Free
Will Baptists a cult!

We have enough God-called and Spirit-filled
Free Wil Baptists that we do not have 10 be
dependent upon Independents for our work.
We do not need to patiern afler a man'’s super
personality,

Bob Grindstaff

Erwin, Tennessee

DOESN'T ALWAYS AGREE,
BUT RENEWS ANYHOW

Enclosed is my $7.00 check for one year’s
renewal.

[ danot agree with all articles that are printed
in CONTACT. [ was very hurt at an articie last
year about the electric church.

{am soon to be 77 years old, and the electric
church blesses my soul often when I am unable
to get to church.

My husband died in 1971. He was a minister.
| worked alongside him in the music field for 46
years. | am still singing.

I love the Free Will Baptists, but | must say
that some of the clergy and leaders are too
critical of their brethren. God says love and pray
for each other, not tear each other apart.

] had no idea | was going to say all this. But
maybe God guided by pen to say this in real love.

Mrs, Mable Norris
Azusa, California

‘WARNING’ IN GOOD TASTE

i'm glad to send my renewal lor a magazine
that always has something interesting and inspir-
ing to read.

1 appreciated the article by Brother A. B.
Brown on the King James Version (March,
1981} and the warning he gave us. It was donein
qood taste.

Keep up the good work.

Rev. Roy Norie, Jr., Pastor
Easley Chapel Free Wil Baptist Church
Comanche, Texas



Briefcase

JACK WILLIAMS

public school? Should every

church start a Christian school?
Are Christian schools inferior academ-
ically? Are children who attend Chris-
tian schools socially maladjusted?
What about those who do not attend?
Are they condemned to be gobbled up
by an evil society?

Do those questions sound like
somebody wants to fight? Do vou wish
you had the answers? Cne thing is
certain, the case for Christian schools
is finally being heard in Free Will
Baptist circles.

At the urging of numerous readers,
CONTACT magazine is printing two
well-written articles in this issue de-
scribing the Christian school pano-
rama. Please read them carefully. Both
writers are prominent Free Will Baptist
pastors with successful Christian
schools in their churches.

Then take a long look at the list of
Free Will Baptist Christian schools
flourishing throughout the denomina-
tion. You'li probably be surprised.

l s it really a sinto send your child to

We encourage readers
to follow up on the two articles by
writing to the professional agencies
and curriculum publishers listed for
more information,

Let's stop making off-the-cuff re-
marks about Christian schools. Be
informed. If you really want to know,
all you have to do is ask.

Christian schools—a passing fad or
a biblical mandate? Decide for yourself

Let’s Give The
Christian Schools

A Chance

what the Bible teaches, what your
church and your family should do.

Many Free Will Baptists believe
that only a Christian school is biblical
for training their children. Do you
agree? lf you do not agree, why do you
disagree?

L et this be one issue upon which if
you speak, speak from an informed
posifion. And if someone disagrees, at
least listen to what he says.

But wait, being a minority does not
make you wrong. Just as being a
majority does not make you right—it
just gives you control.

Have Christian school
advocates fashioned the great evan-

gelism and training tool for the:

Church? Before you say no, investi-
gate, You owe it to yourself to find out.

What about the numerous small
Free Will Baptist Christian schools?
Does that make them ineffective? The
answer is yes, if you believe that being
small makes a church ineffective.

By the way, just for the record, the
auerage Free Will Baptist Christian

.school enrollment is 150, which makes

it considerably larger than the querage
Free Will Baptist church membership
of 100 . . . if we're playing the bigger
versus smaller game, that is.

Let us lay aside suspicions
and preconceived ideas. Here's your
opportunity to learn first hand. Exa-
mine the Christian school curriculum.
Study the mandates, Hear the argu-
ments, Search the seriptures. Count
the cost.

Is it really education? Is it quality

education? Is it guality Christian edu-
cation? If you find out that the answers
are yes, what will you do?

Because you did not attend a Chris-
tian school is no reason to say that
your children should not. Most of our
denominational forefathers never at-
tended college. But they built a Bible
College in 1942 so that their children
could attend!

When you examine the
Christian school materials, expect to
meet some extremes. Be open when
you hear some say it is a sin not to
send your child to a Christian school.
Youwill hear others say that all Chris-
tian schools are inferior.

Small movements fear persecution,
whereas large movements fear criti-
cisms or questions. While it is true that
the Christian school movement in
Free Will Baptist ranks is small, the
movement is far larger than the 48
Free Wilt Baptist Christian schools, In
fact, it is worldwide. *

Let’s not persecute our own chil-
drenand brethren. But rather let’s ask
questions. Let’s read. Let’s analyze
and evaluate. Let's see what the move-
ment has to say.

We ask all our Christian school
friends to be open to questions, to
supply information, to be ready when
inquirers honestly want to know the
issues.

At the same time, we ask the unin-
formed, the inquisitive to seriously
consider what is available in the Chris-
tian school movement,

Here's the gauntlet. We toss it
down in your living room. 4
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By Richard R. Cordel!

he Christian day school

movement is growing at a

rate of one new school every
seven hours. Thousands of children
and young people have made the
transition from public schools to the
burgeoning Christian day schools all
across the country.

Many young people are entering
junior high and high school who have
never attended a public school. The
second decade of growth and expan-
sionfor church-related schools reveals
that it is more than a fad or passing
fancy.

The current student body at Free
Will Baptist Bible College is composed
of a large percentage of students from
Free Will Baptist Christian day schoals.

The Christian day school is a com-
petitive aiternative to the deteriorating
public school system. But it is more
than that!

Christian day schools are the only
answer today for Christian parents
who are determined to have their own
precepts and practices reinforced.

[t is true that parenis of older
children and teens often fail to see the
danger in the present-day school sys-
tem. Their frame of reference dates
back to their own school days before
the philosophical control of public
schools passed from local leadership
to the federal government.

In order to secure federal aid,
schools had to accept federally ap-
proved programs and policies regard-
less of community desires or moral
standards.

Therefore, in reality we changed
from “public” schools to “govern-
ment” schools. The change has de-
vastated the American school system.

The New Arena

Buring the past 10 to 15 years,
parents, church leaders and many
educators have become disturbed
enough to create a new arena that
screens out atheistic, humanistic and
socialistic thinking, This new arena is
the Christian day school.

It is Christian in philosophy and
methodology. It is educational in pur-
pose and approach, incorporating the
finest methods in pedagogy.




It is, in fact, a return to the biblical
mandate to “Train up a child in the
way he should go. . .” (Proverbs 22:6).

Since school teachers are en loco
parenfus (in the place of parents),
they share a major responsibiiity to-
ward this aim.

ltis a direct violation of God’s Word
for a parent to teach his child, in
precept or practice, those things the
Word condemns. [# is also a violation
of God’s Word to give your child to a
schoal teacher or anyone else who
teaches, in precept or practice, those
things the Word condemns.

Parents have primary responsibility.
Teachers are but an extension of
parental responsibility.

Bible-believing, Bible-practicing par-
ents who understand Proverbs 22:6
and other related truths as a mandate
have spearheaded the Christian day
school thrust.

Like so many other areas, perse-
cution required these Christians to
define their purpose and motivation.
Hundreds of court cases in the 1970's
chalienged and tested the validity of
Christians and their schools.

The action solidified and brought
together thousands of Christians,
many of them Free Will Baptists, who
have come to understand and accept
the Christian day school as a neces-
sary and worthy ministry.

There is afreshness and excitement
about this emerging ministry of the
church. Opportunities for service have
expanded far beyond the dreams of
church leaders of a past generation.

Inthe average Christian day school,
a trained staff functions with a day to
day efficiency that pales the often
floundering efforts of weekly church
programs.

Imagine the comparison between a
daily program and environment that is
geared to compiement the reguiar
program of the church. Think of i,
“Daily in the temple . . . (Acts 5:42).

Some seriously ask, “Is the Chris-
tian day school a dlorified and ex-
tended Sunday School?” The answer
is foundin the purpose of the Christian
day school.

It was not designed to take the
place of, or compete with the Sunday
School or any other program of the
church. 1t is a complement to the
weekly church program,

It is aiso an educational program.
Academic excellence is one of the

chief aims. Remember, the Christian
day school movernent is in the adoles-
cent stage. Many schools are in their
infancy, but they are growing and
developing,

Admittedly, there are schools
where the standard of excellence is
questionable. There are also churches
where this same problem exists, but
we do not forbid them to minister to
those who choose to attend.

The FWB Mandate

Free Will Baptists are getting into
the Christian day schoo! ministry in a
serious way. New schools open every
vear. By the end of this decade there
will be scores of schools ministering
daily in Free Will Baptist churches
across the country.

If the future belongs to those who
prepare for it, our denomination is
solidly laying the groundwork for a
growing Christian day school ministry
in our churches.

The teacher education program at
Free Will Baptist Bible College bhegan
primarily to train Christian teachers
for a ministry in Free Will Baptist
Christian day schools.

The Fellowship of Free Wili Baptist
Christian Day Schools, founded in
1972, has as its primary purpose fo
promote the day school ministry a-
mong our churches and provide a
platform for instruction, information,
incentive, and inspiration to member
schools, prospective schools and their
personnel.

The annual Pastors’ and Principals’
Conferenceis held on campus at Free
Will Baptist Bible College. This gather-
ingattracts representatives from most
Free Will Baptist schools.

Campus students are exposed to
the widest avenue of service ever
made available to Free Will Baptists.
More full-time woerkers are found in
Free Will Baptist Christian day schaols
thanin ali our colleges, national offices
and mission stations,

This seldom stated fact means the
Christian day school is the largest field
of opportunity for Christian service
availabie to Free Will Baptists.

We have not only developed a place
to serve, but we have at the same time
been obedient o our scriptural man-
date,

—
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THE CASE (From page 17)

The following references support
the “mandate” Christian educators
and parents share. Of course thisis by
no means an all inclusive list:
Deuteronomy 6:6-7, 31:11-13; Acts
5:42; Psaims 11:3, 53:1, 84:10;
Proverbs 1:7, 3:5-6, 9:10, 14:12, 34;
19:27, 22:6, 25:28; Ecclesiastes 12:13-
14; Colossians 2:8.

What About You?

Who should beain a Christian day
school? The answer to that question

is, only a pastor and church that really
believe this is a ministry.

For those who are unsure, it is
always advisable to visit and observe
the best Christian day schools in your
area. Even a trip of several hundred
miles and a few days is a small invest-
ment for such a great undertaking.

To beain with a wrong motive will
result in damaging relationships or
painfut changes later that could have
been avoided. T he financialinvestment
is insignificant compared with the com-
mitment that must become a part of
any quality educational institution and
ministry.

Let me make one thing clear at this
point. After my first full decade with
the Christian day school ministry,
there are no regrets about starting.
That is a good feeling. I[f my motive or
commitment had been weak, the
“glory and glamour” would never have
supported me.

Now, what about a school in every
church?

This is the goai of some leaders in
the movement. It seems unrealistic to
me. The alternative to that aim, at
least for Free Will Baptists, is a sirong
school in every area. The primary
purpose would be to serve Free Will

We Operat

g

“ Christian School

By Dennis Wigas

ur church operates a
Christian schocl. The
Monday through Friday
school uses the same facilities the
Sunday Scheol classes use on the
Lord's Day. We believe that both
schools are ordained of God.

On the first day of the week our
trained Sunday School teachers ex-
plain the Bible, point students to
Christ, teach social adjustment, and
help class members to grow in the
spiritual graces.

From Monday through Friday, our
trained Christian school teachers
teach the same spiritual information
plus educational subjects so necessary
for living in this civilized world.

Both schools, separate and yet vi-
tally linked together, operate under
the umbrella of our church,

B began in 1972 with 54 pupils in

kindergarten through grade six.
Using combination classes, the four
teachers used secular textbooks,

eaufort Christian Academy



Baptist families.

Some areas could support more
than one school. There may be dif-
ferences in areas that necessitate ad-
ditional schools to meet the needs of
the various peopie.

Many churches do not have, nor
could they provide, adequate facilities
to accommodate a Christian day
school. Make no mistake about it, the
educational business is an expensive
business regardless of who is doing it.

Some of our churches would elect
not to gear up for such a program, but
would be supportive of a sister church.
They could send students and perhaps

even occasionally financial support.
There are as many ways to lend as-
sistance as there are areas of need.

As you examine the Christian day
school ministry, you must remember
that those involved are not expressing
a preference. They are not simply
multiplying their responsibilities for
activity sake,

Most Free Will Baptist Christian
day schools are administered by those
already heavily involved in ministering
to peaple.

The big question is not whether our
churches need Christian day schools.
Rather, it is “Do our children and

voung peopie need the Christian day
school?”

Your answer will come as you see
them earnestly locking to you for an
aiternative fo the daily conflicts and
conditions.

The Christian day school is not a
“cure all”, but it is a tremendous tonic
for an area of need that we only have
one opportunity to meet—the edu-
cation of our children in a manner that
will not conflict with the teachings of
the Bible-believing church and the
Christian home. &

ABQUT THE WRITER: Rev. Richard Cordell
pastors Guin Free Wilf Baptist Church, Guin,
Alabama,

working in scriptural principles as op-
portunity arose.

After nine years of operation, the
school’s curriculum is totally Bible-
centered. Students in Christian
schools today have advantages that
students in the classrooms of America
have never experienced until just
recently.

From pre-school through grade five,
we use the A Beka Publishing Com-
pany curriculum. From grade six
through grade twelve, our students
are enrolled in the Accelerated Chris-
tian Education program.

Twelve teachers carry on a suc-
cessful academic program that is pro-
ducing committed, young Christians
with high achievement test scores.

Order prevails. Discipline is en-
forced. High moral and sociai stand-
ards exist. The students are happy.

Just watking in the doorway reveals
to wisitors that there is something
different about Beaufort Christian
Academy, a ministry of First Free Will
Baptist Church, Beaufort, North
Carolina.

About 65 percent of our students
come from other churches. Just as
our Sunday Schoal is open to the
community, our Monday school is
provided for those who are interested.

Gifts in the offering plate sustain
the school on the Lord's Day. Gifts
and tuition pay the operating costs of
the week-day school. Both programs
arean act of faith by the same church.

hy operate a Christian
w schoolwhen down the street
is alarge, well-staffed govern-

ment educational center?

First, parents are responsible for
the academic, spiritual, social and
physical well-being of their children,
The home was the first God-ordained
nstitution,

The Church can and must assist
parents in the mandate of rearing their
children in the ways of the Lord. It is
not the state’s responsibility to do
what parents are instructed to do.
Parents have the right to choose the
best for their children.

Second, government schools are
humanistically inclined. Students are
unduly exposed to unsaved teachers,
who often are bent and determined to
destroy a student’s faith in God and
the Bible.

Evolution is taught as truth and not
theory in many classrooms. The
world’s philosophy of materialism and
secularism are emphasized.

Students are insfructed in dancing.
Sex education is taught without the
biblical rules of marriage explained.

Christian schools provide an alter-
native to government schools that
Christian parents want.

Third, the Christian school com-
plements home training, Parents who
teach their children hoiiness, stan-
dards and convictions find that a geod
Christian school confirms and strength-
ens those teachings.

Fourth, parents who send their
children to a Christian school spend
very little time “undoing” or “un-
learning” what the students learned at
school. Sending a child to a Christian
school provides a comiort that only a
parent with a child in that type schoo!
can understand.

ur school exists for three
major reasons: to evangelize,
to educate, and to edify.

Through chapel services, personal
witnessing and Bible classes we at-
tempt to make sure every child is a
born again Christian. Then, daily, we
teach biblical principles for the spiritual
growth of the young believers.

At the same time, we major on
quality education. With an academi-
cally sound curriculum, dedicafed
teachers, limited enrollment and stu-
dents who want to be in this type
school, how can we faii? Yearly test
results continue to reveal the quality
education that students receive at our
church school.

We count it a privilege 1o offer a
Christ-centered education to our
church families and the community.
Our competition might make govern-
ment schools a little better. An aiter-
nate education is being provided.

Christian parents can fulfill God's
mandate to train their children in His
ways, Thank God for the freedom in
America to operate a Christian school.

Should every church provide a
Christian school?

Only if they enter the endeavor as a
ministry. Only if they are determined
to provide the best education possible.
Only if they are willing to hold the
standards and rules high. Only if they
are convinced it is God’s will!

If that’s the way you feel, then begin
a Christian school. It's hard work but a
rewarding ministry. 4

ABQOUT THE WRITER: Rev. Dennis Wiggs
pastors First Free Will Baptist Church,
Beaufort, North Carolina.
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Where Are The Free Will Baptist Christian Schools?

The CONTACT staff expresses
thanks to Mr. James M. Spikes secre-
tary-treasurer of The Fellowship of
Free Will Baptist Christian Day
Schoots for his generous cooperation
in compiling the following comprehen-
sive list of Free Will Baptist Christian
schools,

If any school was inadverdently
omitted from our list, we apologize for
the oversight. To the best of our

knowledge, the information contained
in the list is accurate and up-to-date
through the 1981 school year.

When information was not supplied
to us directly by the schoot principals,
we relied on the iatest data available
from The Fellowship of Free Will
Baptist Christian Day $Schools.

According to the material available
to us at press time, there are 48 Free
Wili Baptis! Christian schools in 16

states (and the Virgin Islands) with a
combined enrollment of 6,534+ stu-
dents. The largest school is located in
Virainia with 410 students, the smallest
in Tennessee with 10 students.

Almost halfl of the schools (22), are
located in the three states—North
Carolina, Virginia and Tennessee.

The list of schools is alphabetized
by states to facilitate ease of location
for our readers.

ALABAMA

Florence Christian Academy
First FWB Church
Florence, AL

Principal: Tom Malone
Students: 215

Liberty Christian Academy
Guin FWB Church

Guin, AL

Principal: Walter Sloan
Students: 172

Victory Christian Academy
First FWB Church

Jasper, AL

Principal: Sam Postlewaite
Students: Unavailable

Vinemont Christian Academy
Soul's Harbor FWB Church
Vinemont, AL

Principal: Dennis Reeves
Students: 75

ARKANSAS

Pocahontas Christian Academy
First FWB Church
Pocahontas, AR

Principal: Don R. Jones
Students: (opens 1981)

CALIFORNIA

Happy Day Express
Baldwin Park FWB Church
Baldwin Park, CA
Principal: Robert Riddie
Students: 32

Oxnard Christian Academy
Oxnard FWB Church
Oxnard, CA

Principal: Charlie Sartor
Students: 110

FLORIDA

FWB Day School
Hollywood FWB Church
Hollywood, FL
Principai Joy Rice
Students: 50

Lake Jackson Christian School
Lake Jackson FWB Church
Tallahassee, FL

Principal: Phillip E. Cook
Students; 103

Wesconnett Christian Academy
Wesconnett FWB Church
Jacksonwville, FL

Principal: Howard Bass
Students: 75

GEORGIA

Brurswick Christian School
First FWB Church
Brunswick, GA

Principal: Unavailable
Students: Unavailable

Glennville Christian Academy
Glennville FWB Church
Glennville, GA

Principal: Richard Barnard
Students: 200

LOUISIANA

Shennandoah Christian Academy
First FWB Church

Baton Rouge, LA

Principal: Samuel Henderson
Students: 50

MISSISSIPPI

Amory Christian Academy
First FWB Church

Amaory, MS

Principal: Eddie L.. Vincent
Students: 73

Martin Hili Christian Academy
Martin Hili FWB Church
Rooneville, MS

Principal: Johnny Sexton
Students: Unavailable

MISSOURI

Cape Christian School
First FWB Church
Cape Giradeau, MO
Principal: Frank Giunta
Students: 21

Farmington Christian Academy
Farmington FWB Church
Farmington, MO

Principal: Gene Wilfong
Students: 143

Fourth Christian Academy
Fourth FWB Church

St. Louis, MO

Principal: Mike Willhite
Students: 31

NEW MEXICO

Faith Christian Schooi
Faith Memorial Chapel
FWB Church

Carlsbad, NM

Principal: Peggy Humbles
Students: 14




NORTH CAROLINA

Beaufort Christian Academy
First FWB Church
Beaufort, NC

Principal: Dennis Wiggs
Students: 140

Bethel Christian Academy
Bethel FWB Church
Kinston, NC

Principal: Mike Paramore
Students: 300

Cramerton Christian Academy
Cramerton FWB Church
Cramerton, NC

Principal: Joanne King
Students; 305

Faith Christian Acadeny
Faith FWB Church
Goldshora, NC
Principal: Russ Moots
Students: 330

Jacksonville Christian Acadermy
First FWB Church
Jacksonville, NC

Principal: Buford Pierce
Students; (opens 1981)

Liberty Christian School
Liberty FWB Church
Durham, NC

Principal: Neil Hearn
Students: 210

Mt. Calvary Christian Academy
Mt. Calvary FWB Church
Hookerton, NC

Principal: J. E. Windom
Students: 193

Raleigh Christian Academy
First FWB Church
Raleigh, NC

Principal: Richard Tippett
Students: 200

Ruth’s Chapel Christian School
Ruth’s Chapel FWB Church
New Bern, NC

Principal: David Thompson
Students: 175

Trinity Christian Schooci
Trinity FWB Church
Greenville, NC

Principal: Van Dale Hudson
Students: 165

West Duplin Christian Acadermy
West Duptin FWB Church
Warsaw, NC

Principal: John Reed

Students; 125

OHIO

Heritage Tempie Christian Schools

Heritage Temple FWB Church
Columbus, OH

Principal: Merle Dempsey
Students: 232

OKLAHOMA

North West Christian Schools
North West FWB Church
Oklahoma City, OK
Principai: L. R. Haggard
Students: 80

SOUTH CAROLINA

Maranatha Christian School
First FWB Church
Florence, SC

Principal: Gary . Donica
Students: 140

Palmetto Christian Academy
Sponsoer: Unavailabie
Fiorence, SC

Principal: Unavailable
Students: Unavailable

TENNESSEE

Chandler Christian School
Sponsor: Unavaiiable
Chandler, TN

Principal Mark Shores
Students: 15

FWE Home For Children
Greeneville, TN

Principal: James Earl Raper
Students: 20

Gorman Christian School
Gorman FWB Church
McEwen, TN

Principal: Roy Helms
Students: 10

Pleasant View Christian School
Sponsor: Unavailable

Pleasant View, TN

Principal: Roger 5. Hood
Students:; 200

Randall Christian Academy
Randall Memorial FWB Church
Memphis, TN

Principal: James M. Spikes
Students: 230

Waoodbine Christian Academy
Waoodbine FWER Church
Nashville, TN

Principal: Joe R. Haas, Jr.
Students: 270

VIRGIN ISLANDS

Free Will Baptist School
FWEB Church

5t. Crois, VI

Principal: Earl Langley
Students: 406

VIRGINIA

Bethany Christian School
Bethany FWB Church
Norfolk, VA

Principal: Gary L. Maines
Students: 200

Bethel Christian Academy
Bethel FWB Church
Hampton, VA

Principal: Lioyd V. Donica
Students: 155

Collinswood Church Scheol
Collinswood FWB Church
Portsmouth, VA

Principal: Tim Jones
Students: 45

Gateway Christian School
Gateway FWB Church
Virginia Beach, VA
Principal: Danny Baer
Students: 410

Peninsula Christian School
First FWB Church
Newport News, VA
Principal: Mark Shores
Students: 321

WEST VIRGINIA

Forest Christian School
Loudendale FWB Church
Charleston, WV
Principal: Glenn Batten
Students: 21

Sophia Christian Academy
Sophia FWB Church
Sophia, WV

Principal: Larry Gunnoe
Students: 62

—
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FOR MORE
INFORMATION
WRITE

MAJO_R CHRISTIAN '
SCHOOL CURRICULUM
- -PUBLISHERS "
A Beka Book Publications. . -
125 St. John Street "~ ..
Pensaco]a FL 32503

A cce]erated Chrlst;an I:.ducat;on

Box 917 - -
I_ewxswl}e TX 75067

Bob Jones Publzcatlons L
Bob Jones Umuersﬂy

Greenville, SC _2___96 14 . )
Alpha Omega -

Huntington Bou%evard
Tempe, AZ .-

Associated Christlan School Pub-
fishers, Inc.-

Box 27115 : '

Endlanapohs IN 46227

MAJOR CHRISTIAN .SCH0.0L
PROFESSIONAL AGENCIES

Assomahon of Chr:&.iian Schools
International . .

Paul Kienel, Execuhue D:rector . -

P.O. Box 4097 -
Wh]ttler CA 90607

American Assocaatxon of Chnsilan
Schools - -

Al Janney, Presndent

Box 32395 -1 s
Wash;ngton D C 20007

Chnstian I_aw Assomatzon
P.O. Box 30290 - = .
Cleve!and OH 44130

Chnshan Lega] Defense
Box 32395 .
Washmgton DC 20007

3Aané you ﬂ)!‘
your g:ﬁd to the...

COOPERATIVE PLAN OF SUPPORT

RECEIPTS:

State
Alabama
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Florida
Georgia
ldaho
Hiinois
Indiana
Kansas
Kentucky
Maryland
Michigan
Missour
Mississippt
New Mexico
North Carolina
Ohio
*Oklahoma
Termessee
Texas
Mirgin fslands
Virginia
West Virginia
TOTALS

Disbursements:

Executive
Fereign Missions
Bitrle College
Home Missions
Retirement & Ins.
Master’s Men
Commission on

Theological Lib.

TOTALS

June, 19581
June’81
Cooyp . Design.
$ . $ ..
199.32
2.749.74
1,193.14
1,093.89 .
1,213.69 {150.05)
895.82 .
185.99
25.00
40.00 s
4.786.25 (4,286.25)
4,825.89 (4,825.89)
984.99 (842.69)
87.01 o
399.56
1,071.60
1,326.04 (1,326, 04)
1,152.51 (275.00)
2,398.85 (2,092.91)
222.50 (222.50)
11‘48.
$24,863.27
$ 6,240.46 (2,340.52)
8,103.21 (7,097.99)
3,744.77 (2,739.55)
2,082.12 (1,333.14)
1,092.37 (363.11)
505.20 {111.01)
9534 (36.01)
524 803. 2f

June 'S80 Yr. to Date
§ 3620 5 220812
o 366.30
241991 19,819.00
1,420.67 6,775.00
1.842.05 7.583.91
995.11 6,755.22

. 200.82

1,364 .6} 5,748.98
o 100.00

24956 1,254 .56

. 25.00

251.07 210.00
1,408.00 16,107.16
5,134.63 35,073.75
1,966.00

. 225.24

369,69 2,701.07
957.20 5,704.04
6,510.91 37,759.47
441.03 5,691.62
152.16 3,079.44
186.00 1,058.42
57.70 4,54%.11

8.05 53.11
$23,894.55  $165,045.34
$ 557584  § 55,122.69
6,224.65 46,263.83
4.881.89 24,675.44
4,038.57 20,351.43
2,063.20 11,657.48
622.11 5,785.26
188.29 1,189.23
$23,894.55  $165,045.34

* This reflects only the gift sent lor the Executive Office. Gifts totaling $8,711.90 were
sent directly to the other departments. Oklahema's gift totalled $10,037.94.

Note: Totalreceipts, including Oklahoma’s gifts sent directly to each department were

$33.575.17.




FREE WILL BAPTIST

newsfront

FIRST CHURCH RETURNS, 70 YEARS LATER

NEW DURHAM, NH-—The First Free
Will Baptist Church in America,
founded June 30, 1780, by Elder
Benjamin Randali, united with the
Northeast Association of Free Wil
Baptists ondJune 12.13, 1981, returning
the “Mother Church” to the Free Wil
Baptist denomination after a 70-year
absence, begun in the 1911 merger
between the Northern Baptist Conven-
tion {now American Baptist Conven-
tion) and the northern Free Will
RBaptists.

The First Church voted unani-
mously inan April 5, 1981, conference
fo affiiate with the National Associa-
tion of Free Will Baptists. The intent of
that vote was completed when the
Northeast Association received the
New Durham Church into member-
ship.

Appropriately, the Northeast Asso-
ciation’s 21st semi-annual conference
metdJune 12-13 at New Durham where
the historic vote was taken. Reverend
Ben Bostic, pastor of Linneus FWB
Church, Houlton, moderated the
meeting.

Free Will Baptist Executive Secre-
tary Melvin Worthington delivered two
messages during the June conference
in First Church.

The following seven-paragraph res-
olution was passed April 5, 1981, by
the New Durham congregation.

WHEREAS, the First Free Will Baptist Church
of New Durham, New Hampshire, holds the
unique historical distinction of being the first
church established by Elder Benjamin
Randail in 1780, and

WHEREAS, this church became the mother
chureh of hundreds more through the untiring
missionary efforts of Elder Randall and his
followers, resulting in a magnilicent chapter
in the history of the Christian church, and

WHEREAS, the historic Free Will Baptist theo-
logical position was somewhat lost through
an amalgamation with the Northern Baptist
Corwention in 1911, when more than half of
the 1,100 Free Will churches in the North
and West joined this aroup, and

WHEREAS, the Northern Baptist Convention,
now the American Baptist Convention, has
i the intervening vears gradually left its
fidelity to the Word of God inmany respects,
and

WHEREAS, this church reaffirms its acceptance
of the basic doctrines, precepts and guide-
lines as set forth in the founding articles of

charter, and wishes to continue anunbroken
observance of the same to the best of our
knowledge and ability.

THEREFORE, be it resolved, that to best fulfill
and carry out the work of this church, and
the furtherance of the teaching of the Free
Will Baptist principles as revealed in the
Word of God, we do hereby present our
desires and intent to affiliate withthe National
Association of Free Wili Baptist Churches of
the United States of America, an evangelical
fellowship organized in 1935 by the remnant
churches of the Randall movement together
with the southern Free Will churches of the
Palmer movement.

FURTHERMORE, we desire to express our
appreciation to the American Baptist Conven-
tion of New Hampshire for its cooperation
and assistance to this church in past vears.
We desire, also, to maintain loving fellowship
with other churches, regardless of denomina-
tion, which seek to maintain a position of
fidelity to the historical fundamental doctrines
and practices of the Christian faith revealed

Melvin Worthington (L)
Mack Owens

Bilt Nehring

Ben Bostic

Al Sims

Bill Smith

in the Word of God. )
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newsfront

{continued)

BIBLE CONFERENCE KEYS
VIRGINIA MEETING

ROANOKE, VA—A one-day Bible con-
ference featuring four speakers kicked
off the 43rd annual session of the
Virginia State Association, according
to Promotional Director Jim Cox.

An estimated 80 delegates and visi-
tors gathered in First FWB Church,
Roancke, for the June 18-19 confer-
ence and state meeting.

The Bible conference theme, “The
Fundamentals of the Faith,” was devel-
oped by Lester Horton, pastor of Fair-
wood FWE Church, Fairfax; Harold
Kilgore, pastor of Indian Creek FWB
Church, Pound; Tag Kilgore, pastor of
First FWB Church, Newport News;
and Home Missions Evangelism Direc-
tor Don Pegram.

When the state association met on
Friday morning, delegates heard an
address by Mike Messer, pastor of
Adwolfe FWB Church, Marion.

Moderator Jack Stallings of Collins-
wood FWB Church, Portsmouth,
stepped down after moderating the
1981 session. Delegates elected Walter
Statzer, pastor of Shiloh FWB Church,
Bristol, as the new moderator.

OUTLAW LEADS
KANSAS MEETING

SALINA, K5—The 20th annual session
of the Kansas State Association met at
First FWB Church, Salina, and heard
Free Will Baptist Bible College Pro-
fessor Stanley Qutlaw preach the con-
ference theme, “Building on a Sure
Foundation.”

Dr. QOutiaw, Bible instructor at
FWRBRC, addressed the state gathering
at plenary sessions on June 18-20.
Some 120 conferees met for worship
and business activities,

Rev. Gary Elder, pastor of First
FWRB Church, Topeka, was re-elected
as state moderator and promaotional
officer.

Free Will Baptist Missionary to lvory
Coast Arilla Wode spoke to the state
Woman's Auxiliary bangquet.

The 1982 Kansas State Association
is slated to meet with the Hutchinson
FWB Church, Hutchinson, Kansas.

KENTUCKY APPROVES $59,000 INSTITUTE BUDGET

NIPPA, KY--Delegates to the 42nd
armual session of the Kentucky State
Association endorsed a $59,000 oper-
ating budget for the Bethel Bible Insti-
tute during business activity June
19-20.

The Bethel budget is down a thou-
sand dollars from 1980-81. The [nstitute
operates year-round with classes at its
Paintsvilie base and at satellite schools
in eastern Kentucky.

Officials reported that Kentucky
Woman's Auxiliaries and Kentucky
churches had responded financially to
help underwrite National Convention
expenses in Louisville July 19-23, with
more than $8,000 raised.

Meeting at Tom’s Creek FWB
Church in Nippa, more than 200 people

heard ModeratorJ. D. O’Donnell gavel
the representatives from 10 Kentucky
conferences through business and
worship activities.

The Kentucky meeting was key-
noted by a Friday evening sermon
from Pastor Clifford Austin of High-
land Avenue FWB Church, Prestons-
burg. Saturday morning, LouisaPastor
James Hayes preached a rousing ser-
mon on denominational loyalty,

Delegates approved arecommenda-
tion that the city of Paducah be sup-
ported in a joint missions project
between Kentucky State Missions and
National Home Missions.

Dr.J. D.O’Donnell was re-elected as
state moderator, and Rev. Richard Van
Hoose as state promotional secretary.

OHIO ASSOCIATION ATTRACTS 400

COLUMBUS, OH-—QOhic Promotional
Secretary Aiton Loveless said that 400
representatives from state churches
registered for the June 25-27 state
association which met in Columbus at
Heritage Temple FWB Church.

The Buckeyes sandwiched three
state-wide meetings info the three-day
flurry—Woman's Auxiliary activities
were sel June 25, while 200 youth met
June 26-27 at nearby Circlevilie Bible
College to complement the state asso-
clation business sessions.

Delegates heard Promotional Sec-
retary Loveless call for reorganizing
the Ohio Bible Institute with prowv-
sions to offer correspondence courses.
Other business centered around dis-
cussion to create a seven-man state
Church Training Service Board to
guide state youth work.

Ambassador Bible Bookstore in
Columbus reported a nine percent

increase in annual sales. The growing
firm has broken its financial records
each vear, with total sales of more
than $1.75 million since opening seven
years ago.

Moderator Frankiyn Harness, com-
pleting his third year, was awarded the
state gavel in appreciation for his serv-
ices. Delegates elected Pastor Clarence
Workman of New Hope FWB Church,
Chillicothe, to succeed Reverend
Harness.

Three speakers preached the
“Christ the Hope of Glory” theme at
this the 43rd State Association. Ohio
Pastors Robert Prichard (Cleveland
FWR Church, Cleveland) and Howard
Kimble (Union FWB Church, Whee-
lersburg) joined Home Missions
Department Director of Evangelism
Don Pegram in preaching “The Lively
Hope,” “The Living Stone,” and “The
Lasting Word” respectively.

ROBIRDS, REEDS ADDRESS INDIANA STATE

LA FONTAINE, IN—Speaking from
[saiah 6, Foreign Missions Director of
Communications Don Robirds told
the 125 delegates and visitors to
Indiana's State Association that they
could know the specific bibiical princi-
ples which produce missions-minded
churches.

Robirds’ sermon was re-enforced
by Dr. Roger Reeds’ presentation,
“The Story of the Bible,” as both men
issued challenges {o the state gather-
ing. Reeds direcis the Sunday School

and Church Training Department.

Indiana Promotional Director Archie
Ratliff, following the June 19-20 session,
said he felt “encouraged aboul the
stale work.”

Moderator Don Troadon gaveled
delegates through business items at
La Fontaine FWB Church.

Reverend Tim Hackett, pastor of
First Bible FWEB Church, New Castle,
was elected moderator {or the 1981-82
fiscal year.



TENNESSEE CHURCH GETS
$4,000 FACE-LIFT

MANCHESTER, TN—Faith Free Will
Baptist Church, Manchester, com-
pleted a $4,000 fund-raising and reno-
vation project this spring, accordingto
Pastor Arthur Lambert.

When the project was completed,
Faith Church had been bricked, new
windows were installed and a new
front entrance-way was constructed.

The women's group at the church
purchased a new sink and cabinets
and had them installed.

As the remodeling work neared
completion, Pastor Lambert told mem-
hers, “I believe God’s house shouid be
the best looking building on the street.

MARYLAND RESOLVES
TOTAL SUPPORT

MARTINSVILLE, VA-—The Maryland
State Association voted three resolu-
tions at its 15th annual session, twe of
which urged pastors and congregations
to rally support for total denomina-
tional enferprises. A third resolution
that unanimously passed reaffirmed
their anti-abortion stand.

Moderator Elzo Bevan and 200 dele-
gates and visitors met June 26-27 at
Woodland Heights FWB Church in
Martinsvilie, Virginia. The Maryland
State Association, because of its sira-
tegic location, includes churches from
seven states in its fellowship.

The groups received a new quarterly
meeting into membership at this ses-
sion with churches from New Jersey
and Virginia.

Keynote speaker Lester Horton,
pastor of Fairwood FWE Church, Fair-
fax Station, Virginia, spoke to con-
ferees on “The Plea for Revival.” Rev.
Burt Hall, pastor of Bethel FWB
Church, Woodbridge, Virginia, deliv-
ered “The Product of Revival.”

Tennessee Pastor WinstonSweeney
{Fellowship FWB Church, Kingsport)
addressed the Friday afterncon
Woman's Auxiliary meeting, while Mis-
sionary Pastor David Reece {Freder-
icksburg, Viraginia) spoke to 150 at a
Friday evening banguet on the subject,
“The Promise of Revival.”

Delegates elected host pastor Raiph
Weaver as the new state moderator
and promational man.

MICHIGAN ELECTS COOPER NEW PROMOTIONAL OFFICER

TRQOY, Mi-—The 25th annual session
of the Michigan State Association met
June 19-20 at Troy Free Will Baptist
Church and elected host pastor
Charles Cooper to the state Promo-
tional Director’s post. Rev. Cooper
was to assume his new responsibilities
immediately.

The registered delegates, ministers
and deacons elected a state Home
Mission Board. Rev. Bill Brown, pastor
of Shiloh FWB Church in Detroit, was
named chairman.

Four out-of-state speakers shared
pulpit responsibilities in the fwo-day
meeting. The four were Executive
Secretary Melvin Worthingion,
FWBBC Director of Public Relations
Paul Ketteman, Foreign Missions
Associate Director Eugene Waddell,
and Manager Larry Hampton of
Randall House's Editorial Division.

Rev. J. B. Varney, pastor of Kirby
FWB Churchin Taylor, was re-elected
as moderator of the state association.

MISSOURI PROBES 80’S MANDATE

LEEANON, MO—More than 600 Mis-
souri Free Will Baptists filled the
Nelson Community Center in Lebanon
ondune 8-11 te launch their 1981 state
association theme, “God’s Mandate
for the 80’s.”

Missouri Promotional Secretary
Clarence Burton reported capacity
attendance each evening for worship
services.

The assembied conferees heard
theme messages by Dr. N. R. Smith,
director of development at Hillsdale
FWB College—“Accepting the Chal
lenge”; Rev. Richard Robinson, pastor
of Thayer FWB Church, Thayer-
“Building the Church™, Dr. Melvin
Worthington, Free Will Baptist Execu-
tive Secretary—“Developing the
Clergy”; Rev. Fred Warner, pastor of

First FWB Church, Russellville, Arkan-
sas—"Choeosing the Concepts.”

When all the state outreach expend-
itures were totaled, Missouri Free Will
Baptists had passed 1981-82 budgets
that topped $750,000.

An area of special concern to dele-
gates was emphasis on development
of aFree Will Baptist retirement village
on 60 acres in Lebanan.

Moderator Dale Skiles was re-
elected to a third term of office.

Steve and Judy Lytle, missionaries
to Panama, spoke to the Tuesday
afternoon Woman’s Auxiliary banguet.
The Evangel Players from Free Wil
Baptist Bible College began the four-
day conclave with a performance Mon-

day evening.
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HISTORY CORNER

Free Wull
Baptists And

The Minuvstry

By Wiliam F. Davidson

t is almost impossible to compre-

nend the changes that we have

experienced in society and in the
church in the short lifetime of this
writer.

We. have come ail the way from
television sets with seven-inch screens
to jet aircraft and men walking on the
moon.

There have also been dramatic
changes in the realm of the church.
Church historians concluded that until
1940, we were involved in a Protestant
synthesis in which Conservative Prot-
estantism dictated the course of
American society.

Businesses closed on Sunday. Un-
saved people were frequently church
attenders. Protestant morals governed
the redeemed and the lost alike, and
almost everybody believed in God.

Historians suggest, however, that
after 1940, the roles were reversed,
and the church married the world. For
most churches today, the world dic-
tates scruples, morality and lifestyie.

But the picture is not entirely dark.
There have been some positive
changes. In the 1940’s, most rural
churches (and most Free Will Baptist
churches were rural or in smaller
towns) had a part-time ministry. Pas-
tors served two or more churches and
often worked a secular job as well.

Few pastors were educated and few
conferences reguired education. Then
changes came rapidly. Churches strug-
gled to support full-time pastors, the
Bible College in Nashville developed a
four-year training program, and col-
leges were founded in California and
Oklahoma.

Just recently, the denomination took
a bold step in the direction of establish-
ing a seminary.

Looking Back

In the alow of present success, it is
easy to forget that there were reasons
for the difficulties of the 1940’s and to
defermine that it was always that way—
the anti-intellectualism, the economic
problems.

The truth is that we really have not
done anything new, we have just
regained the vision of our Free Will
Bapfist forefathers,

The struggle with Lberalism in the
late 19th century that led to fear of
education and the financial crash, and
the wars of the 20th century that left
economic ruin simply ended the prog-
ress made in centuries past.

Free Will Baptists had made signifi-
cant gains in the early 19th century in
missions, in education, and especially
in the improvement of the ministry.

Instructions for Young Preachers

In a series of articies begun in The
Morning Star, an official publication of
the New England Freewill Baptists, in
July, 1834, the paper’s editor attempted
to prepare young preachers for a life-
time of ministry.

Young men were encouraged to
become more “learned.” “After all, the
burden of the ministry soon would fall
on their shoulders and was it not
therefore desirable that they should be
prepared to fill their places in the best
manner possible?”

After further encouragement to
consider home mission work in the
west {Ohio) or mission work overseas,
the editor listed a number of instruc-
tions that would insure success and
God’s pleasure.

1. Consider the desk (puipit) sacred.
{This instruction inciuded a warning
against humor in the pulpit or speaic-
ing out against other denominations.)

2. Avoid any preaching by note.

3. Your text should be meditated and
weli understood.

4. Accustom yoursell to frequency of

writing.

. Letyour preaching be simple, grave,

warm.

. Be punctual.

. Give your whole time 1o the ministry.

. Have littie to do with worldly goods.

Avoid engaging in political affairs.

. Do ali to the glory of God.

(2]
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Though the instructions seem to
advocate extemporaneous preaching,
the third exhortation reguired prepara-
tion and study. Instruction eight also
suggested that interest in material
goods should be replaced by reading
and study of doctrine,

The exhortation to“give your whole
time to the ministry” infers a full-fime
ministry. If that was true, however, the
next instruction was enforced by the
church and the life of the preacher was
one of difficulty and financial strain.

In 1853, in the Pantego-Concerd
Churchin North Carolina, the pastor’s
salary was raised to $25 per year.
was a pattern difficult to break. Until
recently Free Will Baptist churches
seemed to feel that preachers had little
need for financial support, and that
what needs they did have God would
miraculously meet apart from the sup-
port of the church.

However, concern for the preacher’s
welfare and for a “full-time” ministry
was important and finally became the
norm for our churches. It’s exciting to
learn that these elements were already















