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I’'m Building
A Home Missions
Church

By J. Mark Vandivort

Capturing The Vision

hen my Dad was a boy, the
w road to church by horse and
wagon was about an hour’s

ride along Hamilton Creek, crossing
the creek several times where the
stream would meander against a rock
bluff.

Dad tells about Grandfather putting
hay in the wagon in the winter. During
church services the horses were tied
to the wagon so they could eat the hay,
Later the Vandivort brothers, sisters
and parents rode home on the bare
wagon bed.

Grandfather and other Christians
saw the need for a church in their local
community., Two evangelists were
called to preach a revival in the Qak
Grove schoolhouse. One of them,
Rev. George W. Scott, was later to be
my maternal Grandfather.

At age nine, | was saved in the Qak
Grove schoolhouse. Soon afterward, |
saw a neat, white church built. That
church has supported our ministry
through the years.

As a University of Missouri senior, [
answered the call to preach while
attending a growing church in Colum-
bia. While enjoying good services, fine
facilities and many functions of the
church, [ was reminded by the pastor
and church leaders of those people of
faith who started the church in a
remodeled barn after World War i




I have warm memories of seeing a
group within that church dedicate them:-
selves to starting a mission.

Why Start
Another Church?

My call to become a home mission-
ary started in 1959 in the thatched roof
chapel at the Cedars of Lebanon Mis-
ston Station, Pinar Del Rio, Cuba,
where | was visiting.

Each morningtheiate Rev. Thomas
H. Willey called everyone to prayer at
6:00. During one of those meetings |
told the Lord that f would go wherever
He directed.

Some months later God spoke to
me through a prayer request at men’s
prayer band at Free Will Baptist Bible
College. Home Missionary Mack
Owens of Littleton, New Hampshire
had sent a prayer request for a city-
wide revival in St. Johnsbury, Ver
mont.

My heart was gripped with interest
for that area. My wife Louise acknow!-
edged that she too had been thinking
about New England. This led to the
decision to load our possessions into
our 1954 Ford and head for New
Hampshire where we opened the
closed church at Twin Mountain.

During this time, one option avail-
able was to pastor an established
church. But we knew that God’s will
for us was a home missions ministry,

The call for others is equally as
urgent to maintain our established
churches. Beingsensitive and obedient
to the leadership of the Holy Spirit wili
direct us to His place of service.

Whenlaccepted God's call to Fiag-
staff, Arizona, [ knew no one in that
city. But God had given me the convic-
tion that there were people there He
wanted me to reach personally, and a
soulwinning task for our church in its
beginning.

In the New Testament, Philip may
not have known anyone in Gaza (Acts
8:26), but God knew there was a man
in Gaza who would listen to the gospel
and be saved.

Special Demands On
The Home Missions Family

The work of the home missionary is
much easier when he has the emotional

support of his wife and children. I am

thankful for the faithfut help and spirit-
ual support of each member of my
family, We continue to see results of
their witness.

Uprooting children calls for much
prayer for each individual child. Friends
are greatly missed, and sometimes the
distance from loving grandparents and
other relatives is tremendously in-
creased. Favorite pets may have to be
left behind. Ask Steve about “Eloise,”
his beagle. Or ask Bethany about
“Donald,” her duck.

In Missouri, Andy had looked for-
ward to attending the new high school
which had excellent darkroom facili-
ties, where he could improve his pho-
tography skills.

For Phil, leaving his friends was an
agonizing experience. Even five-year-
old Debbie had her own special set of
friends.

Changing cultures brings challenges.
While my wife was trying to cope with
her own emotions, get settled in a
strange house and make new friends,
the children began having potlucks at
school for various occasions.

Without much thought, Louise
would quickly whip up an old Missouri
stand-by recipe such as macaroni and
cheese, A few potlucks later it dawned
on her that the children were bringing
the food home hardiy touched.

Steve informed his mother that all
the other kids’ mothers were sending
Mexican dishes. “But | don’t know
how to cook Mexican food!” she pro-
tested.

Out of desperation, Bethany came
home one day and said, “Mom, I
volunteered for you to bring jello.”
And wouldn’t you know, her teacher
(a man) forgot to refrigerate the jello.

After that experience, Louise sought
the help of a neighbor in Mexican
cooking.

Perhaps other home missions fami-
lies besides our own have experienced
the stress of financial strain. In cur 21
vears of home missions ministry, I
cannot say that there was ever awhole
year without some financiai burden or
crisis.

Sickness, accidents, dental work,
braces, routine eye exams, as weli as
glasses for six of the seven of us—not
to mention the rising cost of living—
are things we cope with from day to
day {a home missions salary does not
exclude faith).

Our faith has been put to the test
many times, and Louise and [ came
through these crises stronger. I cannot
say that living by faith has always been
easy for our children.

Mistakes A Home
Missionary Can Make

A home missionary can . . .

—experience worry and frustration
because his record is not keeping
pace with someone else.

—waste time thinking, “If 1 had the
financial help, good location, kind
of talent that some other person
has, [ could....”

—entertain the idea, “If 1 left, some-
one could come here and really
make things go.”

—be too busy to give individual
attention to his wife and children.

—fail to place the proper value on
planned periods of rest and vaca-
tiorn.

—hesitate to go through open doors
of opportunity while spending
time and effort on some other
worthwhile endeavor until the
opportunity passes.

--give up when victory is just a-
round the corner.

Being Faithful To
A Few

I have driven home from a Bible
study around a family’s kitchen table
feeling exhilaration at having shared
the gospel even with a few.

For several months our Sunday
evening congregation in Flagstaff con-
sisted of our family and two or three
other people.

I remember the Sunday when one
of the children asked, “Daddy, why
don’t we just have Sunday evening
service at home rather than the school
gym?”

[ answered that if we kept going to
the gym, kept praying and sharing
the gospel with friends and neighbors,
that God would give us a Sunday
evening congregation. He did.

Meanwhile, I realized that I must be
faithful to minister to the congregation
that I had. In such cases one must

—_—
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By Deliiah Scott

‘ ‘ et me charge you to
make right and holy use
of thetongue. Itisloose

at one end and can swing either way,
but it is fastened at the other end to
your mouth, and that makes you re-
sponsible for the way it wags.”

This statement was made by that
irascible 19th century evangelist
Thomas Dewitt Talmage, who simply
informs his listeners that they are
responsible for tying off their loose
tongues.

There has been and continues to be

a skepticism among unbelievers about-

the genuineness of Christians. “Are
they what they say they are?” is their
inquiry. Perhaps more than anything
else, loose tongues contribute to this
skeptical attitude.

With everysiroke, the tongue paints
a vivid self-portrait. Words mirror our

—
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LOOSE END (from page 9)

image to others and they soon get a
clear picture of us. Our words are a
dead giveaway.

We are not always what we say we
are, but we are always what we say!

Jesus taught that our words are
fruit that reveal what type tree we are,
good or evil, and that we are con-
demned or justified by our own words.

A minister handed a dandelion to a
woman and asked her to take it and
scatter the seeds over the field. She
did this and returned.

“Now,” demanded the minister,
“gather up all the seeds.” She said, “]
can’t,” “Yes!” he responded, “I know
you can’t; neither can you gather up
the evil words you spoke about vour
neighbors.”

Qur words, once carelessly thrown
to the wind can never be recovered.
Whether they fall in the form of fies,
obscenity, quarrels, harsh rebukes, or
off-color remarks, we can never retract
them.

The harm is done, the hurt inflicted,
and the Christian testimony weakened.
Our vocal seeds inevitably take root
and grow.

Smali, But Deadly

Why is so much emphasis placed
on such a small matter? James an-
swered this when he, while posting it
with danger, warning and poison signs,
compared the tongue to a roaring fire
(See James 3).

Just as a tiny spark can blacken a
great forest, so a few ill spoken words
leave in their wake bitter memories,
ugly scars, and ruined reputations.

The loose tongue is a venomous
serpent. Only asmall amount of venom
injected into the blood stream can
paralyze and kill its victim. And no one
can estimate the crippling, often dead-
ening effects caused by an acid mouth.

James compares the tongue to an
untamed beast because even the wild-
est of creatures can be tamed by man,
but not that small, slippery tongue
which rebels and escapes its confines.
The tongue defies the most rigid, self-
discipline and lashes out at will.

James reminds us that size is no
indicator of strength or ability. The
rudder is small when compared to the
ship, but with it, as with bits in a

horse’s mouth, man controls and
guides it.

In comparison the tongue, small
member of the body, exercises such a
harmful influence “that it defiteth the
whole body,” and “boasteth great
things.” Every area of a person’s life is
affected by the way he talks.

The tongue is small, but deadly.
Theserpent’s enticing tongue brought
death into the world—man’s death
{Genesis 3:1-6).

The tongue of mockery and irrever.
ence against a minister of God brought
death to a crowd of youth (Il Kings
2:22.24),

A lying tongue was listed as the
cause of the sudden death of amarried
couple in Acts 5:1-10.

Loosely passingjudgment and mak-
ing false accusations harm the inno-
cent, and in the most extreme and
bazar case of all resulted in the death
of Christ,

The warrages on. The self-righteous
tongue has administered fatal blows to
many a good name.

Multipurpose Member

The striking contrast of the tongue
is seen not only in its size, but in its
dual abilities. The tongue is man’s
most remarkable multipurpose mem-
ber.

At one moment it utters praises to
God, and the next instant curses His
creation. Onemorningit sings in adora-
tion and the next throws a temper
tantrum, accusing and blaming the
whole world for turning against it.

One hour it quotes the scriptures,
but the next squirms its way out of a
tight spot with a “little white lie.” On
Sunday morningit sings “Holy, Holy is
His name,” and on Sunday afternoon
carelessly uses that name as a byword
to show exclamation.

What an abomination! This ought
not to be. Even in nature there is no
such contradiction found, A spring
does not bring forth both sweet and
bitter water. A fruit tree does not bear
apples one year and oranges the next.

The Transplant

We see then the loose end, the
dangerously loose tongue, capable of
both praising and cursing, completely
out of control, beyond training.

Is there hope? Can we restrain it?
Can we subdue it? Yes, here’s how.

By rendering it harmless through an
organ transplant—a heart trans-
plant—"“for out of the abundance of
the heart the mouth speaketh” (Luke
6:45, Matthew 12:34).

The tongue does not invent or
create evil; it only communicates it.
Something deeper in man is responsi-
ble for what surfaces to the lips.

Our innermost desires and thoughts
will sooner or later be verbalized. That
is why the heart must be the first point
of concern.

Only God can give a heart of love
and peace to replace the old hardened
and harsh heart of hate (See Ezekiel
36:26).

When a man walks away from God
with a new heart, there is no poison in
his tongue. With the Adamic nature
still alive, however, be sure that the old
serpent wili produce more poison.

Just when we think we have our
enemy behind a double barrier of teeth
and lips, he breaks out and fastens his
fangs upon his prey.

We must go to the Word of God
continually, subjecting ourselves to
the Holy Spirit, allowing Him to extract
the venom from our lives daily.

The King’s Language

When the Holy Spirit plants in us
His divine nature, the words of our lips
will indicate it. Those who belong to
the Kingwilt speak the King’s language.

With David we will say, “my tongue
is the pen of a ready writer,” and [ will
“speak of the things . . . touching the
King” (Psalm 45:1).

We teach our children to honor
their parents “for this is the first com-
mandment with a promise,” but have
we taught them the importance of
watching what they say?

Teachthem of Psalm 34:12-13 where
God promised long life and good days
to those who keep their tongues from
evil. Teach them that with the tongue
we praise God our creator. We should
reverence His name as the third com-
mandment teaches.

When the Dead Sea Scrolis were
written, a blank space was left where
the name of God was to be penned.
Later a scribe filled it in using a writing
instrument designated for that word
alone.

How much more should we who



stand in the shadow of the cross honor
His name. His name should only be
uttered in prayer, in praise, or in the
teaching of His word and way, and
only in a manner that will spark awe
and humility.

Bywords which are simply a short-
ened form of the Holy name of Jesus
or God should sound repulsive to a
Christian. QOur children should be
taught to respect the mere mention or
thought of His hame, and taught not to
use it carelessly.

As Christians we must set a guard
on the doors of our lips, Our tongues
should utter only one language—the
King’s language. Pray with David-—-
“Let the words of my mouth and the
meditation of my heart be acceptable
in thy sight O Lord” (Psalm 19:14),

Conclusion

Every Christian then has a small but
deadly member as destructive as a
raging fire, as uncontrollable as a wild
beast, and as deadly as an asn.

We have neither the power nor the
natience to tame this unruly member,
the tongue. By nature we have no
mouth brakes. Inour own strength we
cannot turn the tiger behind our teeth
into a harmless kitten.

This requires an act of God—a
heart transplant and a daily cleansing.
Only the Holy Spirit can conquer and
subdue the tongue—giving us a new
heart, putting the King’s language upon
our lips, and tying up that loose end! &

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mrs. Delilah Scott ond
her husband Ron are Free Will Baptist home
missionaries in Wheeling, West Virginia. She is
an alumnus of California Christian College,
Fresno, Cdlifornia.

Thank Youe for
your g ts to fAe. .

COOPERATIVE PLAN OF SUPPORT
August, 1951

RECEIPTS:
Aug. '§1

State Coop Design. Aug. '80 Yr. to Date
Alabama $ 179.00 (179.00) $ ... % 328354
Arizona - C Co 396.30
Arkansas 3,917.58 L 3,970.40 26,587.09
California 1,264.94 . 949,49 9,456.88
Florida 2,144.47 L 2,773.53 10,479.26
Georgia 760.91 {12.00) 1,190.45 8,368.13
Idaho 99.83 C 117.69 300.65
Iinois 1,287.42 . 1,553.20 8,108.38
Indiana 50.00 . 50.00 150.00
Kansas 186.23 N 250.02 1,642.92
Kentucky . Ca S 25.00
Maryland 40.00 e 40.00 320.00
Michigan 2,88893  (2,826.00) 502.35 21,546.94
Mississippi 1,061.42 (416.94) 100.01 3,578.50
Missoun 5,679.92 (5,679.92) 5,550.00 47,050.92
New Mexico - . o 225.24
North Carolina 1,388.06  (1,029.35) 516.32 4,518.85
Ohio 1,322.74 - 1,290.00 8,198.78
Oklahoma 21,993.68 {14,882.85) 7,907.78 76,184.50
Tennessee 633.89 e 1,343.36 6,708.56
Texas 60.00 e 60.00 7.576.78
Virgin Isiands s e 193.16 1,058.42
Virginia - - 63.39 6,773.10
West Virginia 11.48 C 9.73 75.70
TOTALS $45,000.50 $28,430.88 $252,614.54
Disbursements:
Executive $ 933299 (1,949.55} $ 862773  $ 73439.18
Foreign Missions 17,712.61 (14,501.91) 6,440.28 81,885.81
Bible College 5,639.55  (2,428.85) 4,575.58 35,700.74
Home Missions 8,043.43  {5,651.13) 4,251.06 35,394.92
Retirement & Ins. 2,716.54 (387.21) 2,818.17 16,479.89
Master's Men 1,322.60 {63.49) 1,465.24 8,104.13
Commission on

Theological Lib. 232.78 (43.92) 252.82 1,600.87
TOTALS $45,000.50 $28,430.88 $252,614.54
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By Lester B. Cahoon

iliam Shakespeare asked,
“What's in a name? That
which we call a rose, by
any other name would smell as sweet.”

Inkeepingwith Shakespeare's philo-
sophy, many give little or no considera-
tion to what name or label they wear.

This is not, however, the view
Solomon took. He considered a good
name of more value than silver and
gold (Proverbs 22:1) and precious oint-
ment {Ecclesiastes 7:1),

Why then do so few make the effort
to build a good name? Have they
unwittingly chosen to follow
Shakespeare rather than Solomon?

Solomon’s words speak not only to
our personal character, but also to our
corporate image. We are identified by
the labe! we wear and accept.

When a customer enters astore, he
must decide which of many products
he will buy. How does he do that?
Sometimes by the opinions he forms
from reading labels.

Likewise, as we deliver a message
to a lost world, you can be sure that
the “shoppers” are conscious of our
labels. The labels we manufacture for
ourselves may very well determine our
effectiveness as witnesses for Christ.

I Am a Christian

The primary label for a child of God
is that of a Christian. This may be the
most abused and misused word in the
English language.

The origin of the term is found in
Acts 11:26, “And the disciples were

called Christians first in Antioch.”

God promised that He would supply
a new name for His peopie in Isaiah
62:2. Why did He feel that was neces-
sary? Was it because of the changed
emphases between the Old and New
Testament?

But to place the whole blame there
would be to ignore the fact that God
cast off [srael, “until the fulness of the
gentiles be come in” (Romans 11:5 cf.
vs. 1, 7, 15). The new name was given
to anew people, of anewrace, andina
new place.

Astudy of Acts 11 shows the gospel



extended to the Greeks (v. 20). The
following verses describe many who
believed and made reputations for
themselves that even reached Jerusa-
lem.

The Jerusalem Church sent
Barnabas to examine these Greek
believers. There were so many con-
verts that Saul of Tarsus was brought
in to help.

After a whole year’s teaching by
Barnabas and Saui, the people were
called Christians at Antioch.

Before any of us claim the {abel of
Christian or bestow it on others, we
ought to examine ourselves in light of
the Word.

Have we, as they did, believed and
turned to the Lord {v. 21)? Do our
actions produce news that carries far
{v. 22)? When people look at us, do
they see the grace of God (v. 23)?
Without these characteristics no one
deserves the name of Christ.

Paul would later write that, “if any
man be in Christ he is anew creature”
and that “now then we are ambassa-
dors for Christ.” Only new creations
and representatives of Christ should
be called by the name “Christian.”

I Am a Free Will Baptist

Another name that should be dear
to us is the name “Free Will Baptist.”
Now in the eyes of many, even in our
denomination, such loyalty is labeled
fanaticism.

But if they, like [, had been taught
Roman Catholicism, and had floun-
dered for years upon a sea of theologi-
cal confusion, then they could under-
stand why others feel a deep love for
this denomination.

There is both advantage and disad-
vantage to being a homegrown Free
Will Baptist. Those so blessed never
fought the dilemma of confusion be-
tween truth and loyalty to church
tradition. They sometimes fail to recog-
nize and appreciate that which they
have not earned,

Like ancient Israel in Deuteronomy
6, they live in houses they did not
build, drink from wells they did not dig,
and eat from vineyards they did not
plant.

What does the name Free Will
Baptist represent? There are as many
diverse answers as there are personali-
ties to respond.

Without being sidetracked into the
negative perceptions some outsiders
have of us, it would be fair to generalize
and say we have not always been
careful to present a clear picture of our
character.

Many of our people are reluctant to
use the title “Free Wil,” and cali
themselves Baptists. We have a great
heritage. We follow a correct doctrine.
Why, if we are in the right, do we fear
saying so?

It seems obvious that as the term
Christian has lost its exclusiveness,
and therefore its meaning, the term
Free Will Baptist is too exclusive, and
too meaningful for many to wear.

Jesus warned us to beware of wolves
in sheep’s clothing (Matthew 7:15).
Perhaps the labels we wear can help
distinguish friend from foe.

I Am a Fundamentalist

Many are confused by all the theo-
logical designations. What are Evan-
gelicals? How do they differ from New-
Orthodox, Liberals and Modernists?
Why do we refer to ourselves as
Fundamentalists?

The clearest place to start unravel-
ling such terms is with definitions.
Although my definitions may be sim-
plistic, they are understandable.

Evangelicals believe men are lost
and in need of the Saviour. That
separates them cleatly from the Liber-
als and Modernists who believe man is
innately good, but hindered by a poor
environment,

Fundamentalists are evangelical, but
also hold other doctrines as being
fundamental or necessary. Funda-
mentalists insist on such doctrines as

the infallibility of the scriptures, the
Virgin Birth, separated or sanctified
Christian fiving, and accept the Bible
as the only rule of faith and practice.
Admittedly there are other essential
doctrines, but these are the most
distinctive from some of the evangelical
movements.

There are Evangelicals who are not
Fundamentalists, If they discard just
one of those or other essential doc-
trines, they cease to be Fundamental-
ists. In this wide and varied area, we
find the majority of modern Christian-
dom.

When we receive advertisements for
Christian literature written by authors
we do not know, how can we determine
if they will benefit us? The only way is
by their labels.

I[fthey call themselves Evangelicals,
in most cases they are not Fundamen-
talists. Like the term Christian, the
term Evangelical has lost its exclusive-
ness, thus its meaning.

Because of wolves wearing sheep’s
clothing, new labels must be formed to
distinguish between the true, sincere
disciples of Christ and the formalistic,
ritual of refigion.

Would a rose by any other name
really smel! as sweet? That may work
in botany, but in theology it's danger-
ous. For in theology, a good name is
vitally important.

We must protect and preserve our
distinctiveriess and separation. Let us
proclaim our stand despite the conse-
quences. i

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Lester B.
Cahoon pastors McGregor Chapel Free Wil
Baptist Church, Pontotoc, Mississippi. He grad-
uated from Free Will Baptist Bible College in
1978,

“Enter into His gates with

thanksgiving,

and

into His

courts with praise: be thankful
unto Him, and bless His name.”
Psalm 100:4
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newsfront

{continued)

GUIN PASTOR RECEIVES NATIONAL HONOR

GUIN, AL--In a special presentation,
Rev. Richard Cordell, pastor of Guin
Free Will Baptist Church and Liberty
Christian Academy, was awarded the
Sword of the Spirit Award, according
to Lewis Bridges, vice-president of
Accelerated Christian Education, Inc.
In a letter to Cordell, Bridges said,
“Because of your faithfulness in the
ministry and your contribution to the
lives of young people through Chris-
tian education, you have been chosen
to receive the Sword of the Spirit
Award for the 1980-81 school year.”

Area Coordinator for A.C.E., Rev.
Gayle Surrat, made the presentation.
Recipients of A.C.E.’s highest award
wererecognized inarally at the A.C.E.
International Student Convention held
at Rutgers University in New Bruns-
wick, New Jersey. There were over
4,000 young people and sponsors pres-
ent at the rally.

Five Sword of the Spirit Awards
were presented during the 1981 Con-
vention. Along with Pastor Cordell
from Guin, Dr. Jerry Falwell, Lynch-
burg, Virginia, received the national
honar,

FWBBCLOGS RECORD 40TH
YEAR ENROLLMENT

NASHVILLE, TN—A record 584 stu-
dents enrolled at Free Will Baptist
Bible College for the fall 1981 semester
as the college began its 40th year,
according to Registrar Charles
Hampton,

“The college’s previous record fall
enrollment was set in 1977 when 562
students registered,” he said. Com-
pared tolast year’s 513, this semester’s
enrollment is up by 14 percent. New
students number 224.

The new record does not include
five students who enrolled for a class
being offered for credit toward the
Graduate School, which does not offi-
cially open until August, 1982. The five
are Free Will Baptist ministers in the
Nashville area and all are FWBBC
graduates,

This semester’s student body comes
from 34 states and six foreign coun-
tries. Four Canadian students have
enrolled. Three of these are from the
newly-admitted Atlantic Canada Asso-
ciation of Free Will Baptists, which
joined the National Association of Free
Will Baptists in Louisville last July.

By classes, this semester’s student
body contains 219 freshmen, 157 sopho-
mores, 93 juniors, 73 seniors and 42
special students, Further breakdowns
show that 421 students are single and
163 are married; 311 are men and 273
are women,

As students announce during the
school year that God has called them
to specific ministries, the numbers of
ministerial and missionary students
increase. At registration, 152 indicated
that they were studying for the pastoral
ministry and 81 that they were prepar-
ing for the mission fieid.

The five states with the greatest
number of students in this semester’s
student body are—North Carolina
(99), Tennessee (86}, Alabama (56),
Virginia {49), and lllinois (31).

CHRISTIAN SCHOOL HOSTS AREA WIDE REVIVAL

PLEASANT VIEW, TN—The Pleasant
View Christian School hosted an area
wide revival October 4-9, sponsored
by the 24 Free Will Baptist churches of
the Cumberland Association’s North-
ern Quarterly Meeting.

Evangelist Don R. Pegram, director
of church growth and evangelism with

the Home Missions Department,
preached the six-day meeting.

The three-year-old Pleasant View
Christian School is operated by area
Free Will Baptist Churches, The Octo-
ber revivat was conducted in the
school’s new gymnasium.

Cooperating area churches dis-

missed Sunday evening services and
brought their congregations to Pleasant
View for the revival.

Free Will Baptist Bible College Music
Professor Vernon Whaley directed the
music, including a volunteer mass
choir,



HILLSDALE SLATES MISSIONS CONFERENCE

MOORE, OK—Hillsdale Free Will Bap-
tist College wili conduct its annual
Missionary Conference on campus
November 2-4, according to President
Don Elkins.

Both the National Home and Foreign

Missions Departments will participate
in developing the conference theme,
“That All May Hear.”

Bill Fulcher, newly-appointed mis-
sionary to Hispanic-speaking people,
wilt represent the Home Missions De-

partment.

Missionaries Charolette Tallent
{France), Patrick Dickens (lvory
Coast), Ron Callaway (Spain), and R.
Eugene Waddell, associate director,
will represent the Foreign Missions
Department.

RANDALL HOUSE RELEASES ‘CHRISTIAN STANDARDS’ PUBLICATION

NASHVILLE, TN—Randall House an-
nounced its latest publishing effort,
Christian Standards and Convictions
Without Legalism by Leroy Forlines.
This new booklet contains 15 essays
written during 1978 and 1979 and
published in CONTACT magazine.
Rev. Forlines charts an orderly
course for the Christian by which he

may avoid both license and legalism as
he makes decisions on matters where
the Bible is silent and acts upon them.

Guiding principles for such decision-
making and action are set forth force-
fully and with clarity. None need ever
wonder where the author stands on
such issues,

Christian Standards and Convic-

tions Without Legalism is a welcome
contribution to the field of sparse
material available on the subject of
Christian liberty, The tentative price
has been set at $1.95.

The author is professor of Bible and
Theology at Free Will Baptist Bible
College, Nashville, Tennessee.
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Denomination
Grows Up

By William F. Davidson

ver the past few months,

the “History Corner” has

pointed with some degree
of pride to the long and distinguished
heritage of the Free Will Baptist de-
nomination. No longer do we have to
accept the accusation of larger denomi-
nations that we “must be some new
fly-by-night split off the Baptists.”

History has revealed that Baptists
of our persuasion have been present
since the first Baptist Church was
established in America in Providence,
Rhode Island, in 1639,

The first Baptists in England were
General Baptists (accepted a general
atonement) and would become the
forefathers of the present Free Wil

Baptist denomination. We have been
around a long, long time.

In spite of accumulating age, how-
ever, the denomination has found it
difficult to attain maturity. Though the
New Engiand segment of the denomi-
nation did gain some degree of maturi-
ty, they merged with the Northern
Baptists in 1911 leaving the tiny rem-
nants in the South and the Middle
West much like they had been for their
nearly 200 years of existence.

Like their predecessors, the Free
Will Baptists of the early 20th Century
were characterized by a rural orienta-
tion, lack of interest in education and
missions (few ministers were educated
and the entire denominational mission
enterprise had been lost in the merger
of 1911), small congregations, loosely
organized local conferences, and a
traditional ministry to the lower class-
es.

It was clearly evident that growing
up was far more difficult than growing

older. But as difficult as it was, maturity
was to come and with it the elements
that make up adulthood--both the
good and the not-so-good.

From Sect to Church

It has been suggested that most
churches in America began as a sect
and then evoluted rather quickly into a
formal church. “Sect” here is not to be
considered a derogatory term.

Rather, it points to the childhood of
a Christian group characterized by
informality, extemporaneous preach-
ing, limited organization, an unedu-
cated cleray, requirement for a conver-
sion experience, and a voluntary mem-
bership.

Ruth Bordin in an article entitled,
“The Sect to Denomination Process in
America: The Freewilt Baptist Experi-
ence,” in 1965, suggested that the

—
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HISTORY CORNER (From page
23)

evolution came quite early for Freewil]
Baptists in New England.

By the middle of the 19th Century,
they had established seminaries, sent
missionaries overseas, and developed
carefully organized yearly meetings.
The same changes would come in
other areas, but it would come slowly
and, indeed, in some sense seems to
have been feared and postponed.

Some elements of maturity can be
harmful. We have watched with sad-
ness as many denominations maoved
away from the requirement of an evi-
dent conversion experience for church
membership to an easy believism that
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demands little more than signing an
agreement to support the church.

The shift from extemporaneous
preaching to a more formal presenta-
tion also bears the danger of formalism
and manipulation of the Spirit. But this
does not have to be.

Maturity can be an asset to the
church and to the Kingdom. In fact, it
has been good for Free Will Baptists.
Education for the clergy, expository
messages, and the National Associa-
tion have been positive gains found in
the maturing process.

From the Country
to the City

As late as the 1940’s, the denomina-
tion continued to cling to its rural
character. The average congregation
seldom had more than 100 members
and was found in farmiands outside
more populated areas or in small towns
that catered to the farmers that gave
them support.

Few large Free Will Baptist churches
were to be found. Many doubted that
the denomination could successfully
minister to the needs of the city.

The first steps toward maturity came
on the mission field, especially in South
America where Free Will Baptists be-
gan to establish churches in the larger
cities and then spread their influence
to the outlying areas.

By 1965, American cities began to
feel the impact of the denomination’s
witness. Large city churches began to
appear in Tidewater, Virginia, and in
Michigan.

While most churches still would be
limited to congregations of iess than
300, the denomination notonger feared
the city.

From the City
to the Suburb

Just as the denomination grudgingly
gave up its rural character, it aiso held
tenaciously to its social status. Like
other smaller groups, its ministry tend-
ed to be limited to the working man of
low or average income and again, the
hesitancy coming from fear rather
than from a lack of desire to minister
to a broader segment of the commu-
nity.

When Horton Heights Church
moved from the old headquarters build-

ing to a rather affluent neighborhood
in Nashwville, a number of good people
suggested that it could not work—
Free Will Baptists had never ministered
in such an environment, But it did
work-—in Nashville and eisewhere.

The Gospel is for all men and if
preached faithfuily will meet the needs
of the doctor as well as the farmer. The
denomination had to learn that it did
not serve a “little” God.

From the Pastor’s Study
to the Classroom

When this writer was growing up,
his focal conference required two years
of training for ordination and few of his
spiritual advisors had formal Bible train-
ing at all.

The Bible College in Nashville was
considered to be a nice place for a few
vears of study, but most preachers
considered four years of intensive train-
ing a waste of time. Well, times have
changed.

Our young people are encouraged
to prepare themselves for ministry,
new colleges have been founded,
preachers faithfully and skillfully ex-
pound the Word, and God’s people
are growing up.

From the Conference
to the National

National organization also comes
slowly. The denomination continued
to limit itself to the district conference
level even though the Northern group
had modeled a Yearly Meeting pattern
years earlier.

But in 1935, this “sect” characteris-
tic also fell to the march of progress.
On Tuesday evening, November 3,
1935, in Cofer’s Chapel Church, Nash-
ville, Tennessee, the National Associa-
tion met in its first session.

A denomination was born, duly
organized and drew together confer-
ences from North Carolina, Alabama,
Georgia, Mississippi, Oklahoma, Mis-
souri, Nebraska, Kentucky, Tennes-
see, Texas, and Arkansas into one
national body.

Growth foliowed quickly and statis-
tics presented in the Fourth Associa-
tional meeting in 1940 listed 1,047
churches, 132,270 members, and 1,066
ordained ministers.

While statistics are always sketchy
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UNSEEN GUEST (From page 25)

“I'm sc glad you're pregnant,
Susann,” Dennis murmured, as he put
his arms around me.

“Me too. I don’t want Charity to
grow up without a brother or sister, |
think this baby will be a boy. How do
you like the name ‘David Andrew’?” |
smiled.

“It’s aliright, but ‘Dennis Jr.” sounds
better,” he teased. “December fifth is
a long time to wait for a son.”

On the other hand, Charity took a
little more convincing about this new
baby. She seemed puzzied and hesi-
tant at first.

"“Yes, honey, we’ll have a new baby
at Christmas time! Do you want a
brother or a sister?” [ asked her.

“No,” she whined. “I love vou,
Mommy,” as if the baby would shadow
my love for her.

“But, Charity, you can be my helper.
You can feed the baby and help me
dress it. Won't that be fun?”

That did it for Charity. She rushed
to tell Dennis about her plans for
hoiding and feeding the baby.

My mind focused again on the intra-
venous needle and the hospital bed.
Dennis had spent the night slumped in
a chair next to my bed. Before long, a
doctor making his rounds stopped to
examine my chart.

“¥ou're bleeding too much,” Dr,
Barnes frowned. “I've already gotten a
second opinion from Dr. Williams. We
agree that the symptoms are clear,
The fetus is undoubtedly, uh . . . well,
it's unable to cope with life.”

“How can we know that for sure?”
Dennis quizzed.

[ was relieved he could talk with the
doctor, because my throat had a base-
ball-size iump in it. [ blinked back the
tears, My darkest fears had become
reality.

The doctor said that he would wait
one more day to see what would
happen. After he left, Dennis and I sat
in silence, our hands clasped together.

“Stop it!"” I screamed silently at my
oncoming tears. “I don’t want Dennis
worrying about me.”

“No matter what happens, Susann,”
Dennis consoled, “it’s the Lord’s will.
He knows what’s best.”

That’s when the dam broke. I could
hold my tears no longer. Nor could |
reply.

A few hours later, Dennis went
home to get some rest. [ was alone in
my room, or so | thought. [ later
realized that the “Unseen Guest” had
been there all the time. Suddenly, I felt
stubborn and angry.

“Where are You, God?” [ demand-
ed. “Why are You allowing this to
happen? We traveled 600 miles to
help one of Your churches. Why are
You doing this?”

Anger washed over me, receding as
I crumbled beneath the load. “l need
you, Lord. Let me feet your presence
once again—it has been so long.”

Finally, as my emotions brushed
the bottom of my pit of depression, my
inner feelings leaped out to Him. “Lord,
[ don’t want to miscarry. Will Dennis
and | ever have any more children?
Am | so bad a mother to Charity that
you won't trust me with another child?

“I'm afraid, God. Afraid that I'li
never hold another baby of my own—
['li never hear its soft, rapid breathing
when [ hold it close, Afraid I'll never
again feel the mysterious movements
of life within my abdomen.

“Even though | did complain about

it with Charity, I really don’t mind
changing dirty diapers or potty train-
ing.
“What about this hospital bill?
Dennis hasn't found a job, and we've
only got $10 to our name. What are we
geoing to do? I'm so afraid. Help me to
trust You, Lord.”

My thoughts were jumbled, my heart
broken. | half-heartedly picked up my
Bible on the table next to me. It
popped open at [ John 4:18,

There is ne fear in love; but perfect love
casteth out fear: because fear hath tor-
ment. He that feareth is not made perfect
in love.

My Unseen Guest saw to it that my
Bible opened to that verse, because |
don't recall ever reading it before. 1
read the verse again and again.

“Fill me with Your love, Jesus.
Make me fearless in life's trials. [ know
fear has torment. | know that I can’t
love, but You can love through me. |
dedicate this baby's life to you. What-
ever happens, I'l accept it.”

[ continued weeping, eventually cry-
ing myself to sleep. But [ had soul
peace. I had been in the unmistakable
presence of God.

The following night, I began having
cramps that felt like labor pains. |

phoned Dennis, He came immediately.
On June 22, our son was stillborn.
One day we will see our little David in
Heaven.

Looking back, 1 now know first
hand “that all things work together for
good . . .. " Dennis and I both wil} be
ableto comfort others who experience
similar situations. The ordeal brought
us closer to God and strengthened our
faith.

Not long after we lost David, we
discovered that finances were available
for me to attend Bible College with
Dennis through VA benefits.

Before my heart-to-heart talk with
the Unseen Guest, I fretted over the
hospital bill. He took my fear and
worries away, and provided the money
for the bill, God is not the author of
fear.

The experience of losing our baby
still hurts deepiy at times. But I can
now praise the Lord for what hap-
pened. 1 know that He is in control of
every problem, even though we may
not realize it at the time.

Soon now, if it is in the will of God,
Dennis and [ would like to have another
child.

We never got to know David—we
never even saw him, but we found
again our Unseen Guest. i

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mrs. Mala Susann
Moody, 25, is amember of Horton Heights Free
Will Baptist Church, Nashuilie, Tennessee,
where she and husband Dennis are co-youth
directors.
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Victor Emmett found a hypocrite at Norton Christian
Academy. Her name was Lisa. She was a teacher.

Jo Sim g

With Yoy

By Mirial Gainer

isa took one last lock in the
mirror, patted her short black
curls into place and adjusted

the bow on her blouse. Then, starting
to turn away, she stopped.

Looking at herself more closely she
thought, “Why de 1 continue this ridic-
ulous charade? Every Sunday it's
always the same. [ go, | sing, | smile
and shake hands. Butinside ] know it’s
not the real me. What [ want—What [
wish—Ah well, what’s the use!”

She shrugged, adjusted her smile
and picked up her Bible and purse.
She walked the short distance to
church returning smiles and exchang-
ing pleasaniries about the weather
before entering the cool sanctuary.

Lisa hurried past those who greeted
her to the Sunday School classroom

—
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had struggled on alone.

And what Mr. Emmett said would
happen had happened. Her life was
filled with pretense and the guilt kept
building up.

As Sunday approached Lisa feit
tension mounting. All the excuses she
could think of for not attending she
finally rejected. Too flimsy. Sunday
morning found her in class as usual.
Greetings over, Vic Emmelt once again
took the floor.

“I spoke last week about change
and willingness being the key. Let’s be
more specific. What exactly do you
want to change? What attitude is out
of line with Christ’s leading? Yes,
attitude. For our attitudes are really
the probiems in our lives, since they
govern our actions.

“Think over your attitudes. Choose
one you would like to work on this
month, and let’s put into practice what
we learn as we go along.”

Then, as he quoted Matthew 5:1-9,
he wrote an equation for change on
the board.

v. 3 Aware .

v. 4 Admit : 6 Desire

v. 5 Relax = v. 6/7 Help/Helper
+ v 8 Honest Motives
=y 9 Peacemakers

{Children of God)

He explained his equation. Lisa was
struck by the absolute simplicity of it.
Why hadn’t she seen that before? Cer-
tainly, she had been aware of many
things in her life that needed change,
and even admitted some of them to
herself. But then she strugaled to
change those things through her own
strength. There was one scurce of
failure.

Instead, she should have trusted in
God’s strength and relaxed in the
knowledge that He would do all He
promised. That was it! His strength,
not her own. Trust, not fear. Then
desire,

What had Mr. Emmett said? Oh,
ves, desire was a matter of will. God
has strength and help for us, but we
must make the move toward Him.

As a teacher, Lisa certainly knew
the next part of the equation was true.
To learn the most, teach others. To
grow and change the fastest, help
others. Make positive contributions to
the community.

But to really help, one’s motives
must be pure and honest. In that way

God can show through. The more she
thought, the more excited she became.
Couid it be possible that God would
really work in her iife in this way?
Could pretense and that whole cycle
be stopped and changed?

Then she considered the last point.
Could she become areal neacemaker?
What had he said? First practice recon-
ciliation ourselves. Then minister to
others to help them become recon-
cited. Help break down walls and build
bridges. And finally, the word of recon-
ciliation, LOVE, would be manifested
by behavior and speech.

At home later, she reviewed her
notes {rom the last two Sunday School
classes. Then she studied Philippians
in preparation for the next Sunday.

“How does that all fit together?” she
wondered. Through the week she tried
to put into practice what she had
learned. And this time, she never once
thought of not attending the class. It
seemed so important now to find out
as much as possible.

The next Sunday afternoon, as she
re-read her hurriedly written notes,
she was again amazed at how clear
and icgical it all seemed, and made
note cards of key points as reminders.

The six cards read: Philippians 1:6
~-Be confident that Ged is able to do
something. Philippians 1:21--Be di-
rected by God. Philippians 2:5--Be
like Jesus; have His attitude. Philip-
pians 3:7—Build HIM up. Philippians
3:13-14—Experience daily newness.
And relax: Philippians 4:4—Rejoice,
11—Be content, 13-Be strong, 19
Be supplied.

Lisa arranged the cards in the
kitchen where she could see them
several times a day.

That evening Martha came over for
dinner. As they ate, they discussed
Mr. Emmett’s startling ideas.

“l've read that passage in Matthew
many times,” Martha said, “but it
never seemed to apply to me before.”

“I know what vou mean. What do
you think about this whole concept of
attitude change?”

“Well, I've already begun to try it in
my own life—-"

“Me, too!” Lisabroke in. “Have you
imagined what could happen if we
tried it at scheol, too?”

“Sure have. Maybe Mr. Emmett will
have more ideas next week to help in
that area. Christian schools are great,
but they're not without problems.”

“Is’t that the truth! You know, |
really want to change many things in
myself, and'dlike to help my students,
too. Some of them seem so negative
and really-—-depressed or something. |
think My, Emmett has the right idea.”

Martha thought for amoment. “You
know, | really feel different now. My
own self-acceptance has come a long
way, | used to envy your musical ability
and felt really small and insignificant
comparing mysell with vou and others.”

“I never knew you felt that way!”
Lisaexclaimedin amazement. “Funny,
Pve often compared myseif with others,
too. It sure was a lift to realize that
God made usindividuals, and because
of it there’s no reason to compare.”

“No reason to compare ourselves
to each other. That's so true. After
class, [ took agood, ionglook at myself:
what [ liked; what 1 disliked. My
strengihs, weaknesses. And ] was sur-
prised at what [ found. I had never
thought of myself as creative, 1 quess.
But | realized there are many ways |
really am creative.”

“What do you mean?” Lisa was
excited by her friend’s confession. It
was so similar to what she had been
thinking the past few weeks.

“Well, you know I like to cook.” At
Lisa's nod she continued. “I'm always
trying new things in oid recipes, and |
experiment with recipes of my own.
That’s being creative, | design and
make rugs and wall hangings. Even my
teaching is an outlet for creativity.

“And—well, | could go on, but you
see what I mean, dor’t you? God gave
me my own gifts and abilities. He made
me--ME. So | don’t have to worry
about what others can do or what |
can’t do.

“Actually, what I've learned is to
compare myself with God’s standards
—not the standards of others. That
sounds so obvious, 1 know, but I'd
never really taken it to heart before.”

Lisasighed. “Oh Martha, it’s heiped
me so much to hear you say that. I've
been doing the same thing. f've been
so frustrated because | was ajways
comparing myself to others or fried to
measure up to what others thought |
should be. I never seemed to be con-
fented with what [ could do.”

“Really?”

“Yes, and | was so ashamed and
guilty about it. I never knew any of you
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