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MIRACLE (From page 3)

busy highway. On that day, Olga, too,
withdrew from life.

Then, six years later, Lana Marie
had come! An angel straight from
heaven, a tiny bundle of dark hair and
eyes, spreading joy and light in the face
of despair.

It was at once apparent the child
would be God’s instrument to rescue
her grandmother from a premature
grave. The two had been together
almost every day of Lana’s life. Now,
again, Olga Layne faced the possibility
of a life worse than death.

10:00 a.m.—With hospital arrange-
ments complete, panicky family mem-
bers gather to say good-bye. It is asad
little troupe: mother, father, two grand-
mothers, one great-uncle, and sister,
Ginger, retrieved from school. Lana
crouches in terror beneath the kitchen
table,

I pray: “Father, help me. I am
wasting precious time. My fingers are
trembling, stiff and uncooperative, |
can’t pack Lana’s bags. I need You to
flow through me, that [ might be
strength for my family.”

As we leave, | gather my heart-
broken, older daughter intoc my arms
and whisper against her trembling
cheek. “Don’t worry about Sissy,
Honey. Everything will be all right.
You just pray for her while we’re

AND LA

Then to myself: “Lord, if thisis to be
our trial by fire, cradle us in your
protecting arms.”

At the hospital, Lana’s condition
deteriorates rapidly. Traumatized by
the day’s ordeal, her tiny body shakes
uncontrollably. Temperature and blood
pressure soar; appetite is nonexistent,
Her pallor and dark, hollowed eyes
magnify her illness.

Longing for her safe cocoon of
home and family, Lana endures sterile
hospital coldness by endless bargain-
ing. Clinging desperately to our hands,
she challenges each new test or needle
with: “And after this, may I go home?”

When a nurse takes her from us,
out of sight and far down the corridor,
sadly, we can still hear her pitiful
queries, “And then may I go home?
And then may I go home?”

3:45 p.m.—Lana's cousins wisit
her on their way home from school.
Waving to them, huddled in their car
far below her window, Lana cries
bitterly. A light rain falls. The whole
world seems to be weeping.

Nightfall. Huge jars of urine, packed
on ice, clutter the tiny bathroom next
to Lana’s bed. Alogbook for monitoring
liquids waits nearby. Gifts and flowers
arrive. Banked on the windowsill, they
camouflage the depressing, pewter-
colored paint, Lana sleeps, exhausted.
The room is very lonely.

7:00 p.m.—Lana’s father returns,
trailed by Ginger and two grandmoth-
ers, All bring gifts, but the one most
enthusiastically receivedis a miniature
Christmas tree. Larry had rightly per-
ceived that it will comfort his homesick
child in her strange surroundings. Its
lights burn softly throughout the night.

Saturday, December 13.5:00 a.m.—
Lana is roused from fitful sieep to
begin a new series of tests, All new
medication has been ordered,

Verdict!

1:00 p.m.—In soft, Filipino dialect,
Dr. M. Valera explains that Lana is not
responding to the second battery of
aniibiotics. The bacteria count in the
urine, she says, is 100,000, New drugs
are forthcoming. Are there any ques-
tions?

“Yes, Doctor, What is a normal
bacteria count?”

“Three to four,” comes the reply,
instant and unnerving.

“Three to four thousand?”

“No, I'm sorry. Three to four. Peri-
od!”

“Dear God!”

Inahaze, somewhere, [ hear:; “Thirty-
three percent blood in the urine;
seventy-five percent pus; albumen
count: four-plus.”

The doctor’s melodic accent fails to
soften the ugly words. 1 shake my
head, “Wait, Doctor. I don’t under-
stand . . . about the albumen ... ?”

“It means, Mrs. Layne, that your
daughter is losing protein through her
kidneys. The count should be zero or
no more than a trace. Some patients,
with four-plus albumen, convulse.”

Reeling, I grope for a strong surface
on which to lean. The horrible, mon-
strous truth evolves. I have to know.

“Doctor, with what you know about
my husband’s family’s medical history,
is it possible our little girl has . . . 77}
cannot say the hateful word. Without
supplying the missing term, the doctor
continues.

“We just don't know yet. The lab is
presently growing cultures from Lana’s
urine. When they have ‘grown out,
sometime this evening, i can tell you
more.”

Seeing my stricken face, she hastens
on, optimistically. “You must remem-
ber, Mrs. Layne, there is so much that
can be done today for kidney . . | dis-
orders. Years ago, when your hus-
band’s sister was ill, not so much could
wedo, butnow....”

Deliberately, I block her words with
scriptures from Psalm 23. Comforted,
[ pray, “Lord, walk with us into these
dark shadows, but let us emerge victor-
iously into the sunshine of your love.”

Plunge into the Dark Valley

6:00 p.m.—Grim-faced Dr. Valera
stands in the doorway, her ream of
charts thicker than before. Rising pro-
tectively, | position myself between the
doctor and my weak and sedated
child.

The medicaljargon begins, much of
it lost forever, swallowed up in fear and
shock. But there is no mistaking the
worst of it: “At the very least, first
stages . . . nephrosis of the kid.
neys . . . no response to antibiot-
ics . . . blood pressure, temperature,
still very high . . . intravenous pyleo-
gramimperative to chart future course
of treatment.”



[ have seen the LV.P. (injection of
dye into the kidneys) on TV documen-
taries. I know that the X-ray photo-
graphs obtained are vital in determin-
ing the extent of kidney damage. The
test can be dangerous because of
possible allergic reaction to the dye.
Dr. Valera says Larry or [ will have to
sign for it. “Dear Lord, help us,” |
whisper.

6:30 p.m.—I hear the metallic clunk
of money in the pay phone. The voice
of Phyllis Johnson, our pastor’s wife,
comes on the line.

“Hello.”

“Phyilis?”

“Lorraine, is that you?”

“Yes. Phyllis . . . she has it My baby
has kidney disease. The doctor just
told me!”

Phyllis, caimly: “Lorraine, who is
with you?”

“No one. OhPhyllis, she hasitand!
don’t know if I can bear it!”

“Lorraine, just trust in the Lord,
Honey! We'll be right there.”

Herwords echo: “TrustintheLord.”
There is still hope . . . after all.

Zombie-like, I return to Lana’s dark
room to stare at my baby and the
leafless world outside. A rapid clicking
of heels brings my sister-in-law, Carol,
through the door. | sense that she
knows, although I don’t know how.

Smiling bravely, Carol assures me
that my family is on its way, then she
sits with Lana while I hide and cry. In
the bathroom, I pound my head against
the wall until all the tears, stored up in
years of happiness, are gone.

Bevond Medicine, Hope!

7:00 p.m.—Lana’s roomisjammed;
three ministers, two deacons, a dozen
others. All have been crying; Larry is
still sobbing. | touch his shoulder, kiss
the top of his head, then leave him
alone.

“Brother Johnson, did you bring
the oil?”

Qur trembling pastor fishes in his
pocket for the familiar bottle. He opens
his Bible to the book of James.

[ carry Lana, pale and weary, to the
old blue chair near the bed. I hold her
on my lap while Brother Johnson
reads: “ ‘Is any sick among you? Let
him call for the elders of the church;
and let them pray over him, anointing
him with oil in the name of the Lord:

And the prayer of faith shall save the
sick, and the Lord shall raise himup’”
(James 5:14, 15).

Midnight. A nurse brings in a cot
for Larry. Unable to sleep, we sit in
silence. Advice from well-meaning
friends and family swirls in our brains.
Wegropeindarkness. [ rubLana’s hot
little feet. Larry wants to know what 1
am thinking.

I tell him I am wondering how our
little girl’s chubby, brown legs sudden-
ly became so pale and dry. I say I am
sorry she never got to Disney World,
the way she always wanted to. I tell
hirn [ am numb, incapable of decision,
that | don't know what to do.

“Me, too” he confesses, his eyes
filling with tears. “But, Honey, we
know Someone who has all the an-
swers. Let's pray together, right now,
and ask Him to show us.”

[ sit on the bed, at Lana's feet, my
tired back supported by the cool,
plastered wall. Larry stands beside our
sleeping child. He holds her tiny, needle-
marked right hand in his own, and
places his left hand on her fevered
brow. I am wonderingif I will be able to
feel anything during this prayer. Larry
bedins, as if addressing an old friend.

“Our Heavenly Father, You know
how we love this child and her sister.
We have spared nothing where their
healthis concerned. We are at the end
of our road, God. Neither money nor
medicine can help us, we ask to know
vour will, Lord. And because we love
Lana so much, we beg for mercy in the
name of Jesus.”

Suddenly, Ged is in the room! |
know it! [ feel my soul winging out of
the reach of this world. | am enveloped
in sweet tranquility. Beneath me, the
narrow mattress vibrates with warmth
and energy. | reach out toward the
wall, thinking it is moving quickly away
from me. Fantastic! Peacefull Wonder-
full We rest, for the first time in three
days and nights.

All-Night Prayer Vigil

Unknown to Larry and me, while
we sleep, an all-night prayer vigil is
being held by our brothers and sisters
at Boldman Free Will Baptist Church.

Ten miles away at my parents’
home, the lights burn all night while my
mother telephones believers every-
where. In the pre-dawn darkness, our

pastor proclaims to his wife: “Phyllis
Jean, the burden is lifted!”

2:00 a.m.—A tiny voice, weak but
clear, awakens us with a familiar re-
quest: “May | have some cornflakes,
Mommy? I'm starved to death. What
time is it? 've been asleep a long time. |
didn't eat my supper.”

There are no words to describe that
moment. Few people have been privi-
leged to know the joy that Larry and |
shared, when our child whom we had
thought lost, was given back to us.
There is no price we would not have
paid for that bowl of cereal and milk.

Next morning, we listened in rapt
wonder as an amazed Doctor Vaiera
reported the miraculous changes in
Lana’s condition. We squeezed each
other’s hands and almost burst, when
she actually changed her diagnosis
from nephrosis of the kidneys to hemor-
rhagic cystitis of the bladder.

We cried and laughed. We shouted
and praised the Lord. We hugged each
other and the tiny doctor too. Surely,
God had sent her to our town, only six
months before, to be with us at this
hour. And she had been his faithful ally
in the healing of our child.

But HE was the Great Physician!
And He had come to us in the night.
We had felt Him. He had touched
us...likeamist...like electricity. He
had renewed our spirit.

It was the Lord’s Day, December
14,1975. Almost two weeks until Christ-
mas . . . but the Miracle of Christmas
had already come! 4

ABOUT THE WRITER: Lorraine Layne is a
member of Boldman Free Will Bapfist Church,
Harold, Kentucky.
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Briefcase

_ .

JACK WHLLIAMS

v Uncle Herbert was always
M an obliging sort. One after-

noon just before dark, he
pulled me aside and whispered that he
was going to take me snipe hunting.

Even though I'd never seen a snipe,
when you’re 11 years old and your
Uncle Herbert hands you a gunny
sack with covert orders to hunker
down near the high grass and wait till
he scares up a snipe, that's what you
do.

It took half an hour of crouching
alone in the darkness with my very
active imagination, to. suspect -that
Uncle Herbert hadn’t been altogether
honest with me. It would have taken
longer -if T hadn’t been - afraid ‘that
something big and hairy right shther
out of the swamp and getme. * "~

" Yeah, you're right. It was a hoax, a
harmless hoax, but I still remember it

28 years later. Sn:pe hunts like most_

hoaxes take familiar routes.

- First, there’s the plausible rumor

planted by somebody who knows bet-
ter. Next comes the long wait in the
darkness for the non-existent snipe to
make an appearance. Then the dawning
that you’d ‘been had. And last, the
embarrassing part—facing Uncle
Herbert with an empty gunny sack in
your hand. '

There's a book in my library
titled Famous Biblical Hoaxes, which

Snipe Hunts

And

Hoaxes

exposes 16 clever swindles, some hun-
dreds of years old, that have been
foisted on Bible believers.

Chapter 11 is a real dandy, “The
Description of Christ.” Many people
still believe it, but the well-document-
ed fact is that it’s an ancient ruse.

Chapter five sounds like something
that comes in a plain brown wrapper,
“The Confession of Pontius Pilate,”
It's a hoax too. But it’s interesting
reading. And few can resist chapter
15, “The Lost Books of the Bible.”

The last six years have turned out
new hoaxes as regularly as breakfast
flapjacks at a logging camp. Sincere
Christians make fat targets for flimflam
artists and calloused bamboozlers.

A cleverly thought out hoax, like
the prankster who yells “Fire!” in a
crowded theater, can cause theological
hysteria. Our churches are exploited
by hoaxes kept alive by duped Bible
believers.

The most popular villain
inrecent months is the IRS. One hoax
circulatingin church publications con-
cerns the IRS and social security checks
which were allegedly mailed in July
and August of 1980 with some unusual
check cashinginstructions onthe back.

These reports claim that the social
security check recipients were required
to have identification marks on their
right hands or foreheads for cashing

purposes and that when confronted,
the Federal Agency responsible was
embarrassed because the checks
weren't supposed to be mailed out
until 1984,

But according to Robert P. Dugan,
dJr., Director of the NAE Office of
Public Affairs in Washington, the only
evidence offered for these claims was
comprised of other newsletters repeat-
ing the same allegations or reports of a
distant connection, such as having a
neighbor whose aunt in a distant city
knew someone who got such a check,

But the Frankenstein

hoax of our time seems to be anony-
mous petition RM2493, which since
1975 has been urging Christians to
send one million letters to the FCC in
an effort to keep Madalyn Murray
O’Hair from removing all religious
broadcasting from radio and television.

The FCC hasreceived an avalanche
of mail prompted by this phony six-
vear-old rumor. There is no such peti-
tion before the Federal Communica-
tions Commission. Somebody, some-
where dreamed up this baby to make
us all look like we just fell off a turnip
truck.

Well-meaning people who show up
at your church armed with petitions
for people to sign and rush off to
Washington, should quietly be told the
truth, and their petitions trashed.




Since 1977, a sizzling

petition titled “Jesus Sex Film
Poll” has circulated widely requesting
people to write the Modern People
News and protest the supposed filming
of a movie that depicts the swinging
sex life of Jesus.

After seeing this petition in several
Free Will Baptist church newsletters, |
called the Modern People News and
discussed the matter at length. The
company sent an official statement
explaining that they had never been
involved in the making of such a film.

What happened was that Modern
People News did a reader survey in
1977 for a film company. Respondents
voiced 99 percent oppositiontosucha
film, and after receiving the report
from Modern People News, the film
company permanently abandoned all
plans for making such afalse, tasteless
movie,

But the cards and letters keep pour-
ing in to Modern People News four
years later. Again, it's a hoax. Don't be
caught in this one.

There are numerous others—the
story about a computer that found the
day that stood still in the book of
Joshua; “The Jupiter Effect” theory
which has long since been retracted by
its unfortunate author; “The Commun-
ist Rules For Revolution”--10 fabri-
cated rules supposedly discovered in
1919 by allied forces in Germany and
claiming to be a Communist master
plan to conquer the world. And they're
all bunk.

We're forced to bite the

bullet regarding hoaxes. Why are
Christians so easily hornswoggled?
There are some very good reasons for
it!

First—we trust people. Since we
wouldn’t deliberately spread a lie, we
assume that no one else would. We
batk before accusing anyone of such
blatant, bald-faced lies that accompany
some of these hoaxes.

Second—we trust the authority of
the printed page. We find it quite easy
to question a verbal statement. But if
it's in print, it seems canonized in
permanence and authority. After all, if
you’ve seen it with your own two eyes,
and particularly if you've seen it with
your own two eyes in seven different
“trustworthy” publications . . . .

Third—we don’t want to embarrass
the duped and deceived. We hesitate

to confront those who poliute our
churches and homes with phony peti-
tions and humbug which need to be
investigated, but nobody ever takes
the time to do it. It's better to embar-
rass a friend than be party to deceiving
a community.

Fourth—we relish inside information
that nobody else has. Hoaxes appeal
to our gut weakness for secrecy. We
all fike to get the scoop and know
something before anybody else knows
it.

Fifth—sometimes we see the imag-
ined battle outlined by a hoax as an
opportunity to help, to really do some-
thing. It’s gloriously appealing to a sign
a strongly-worded petition and then
zing it off to some congressman or the
FCC in the mistaken belief that it will
bolster the Christian community and
uphold morals in our country. The
motive may be flawless, but the effort
is fruitless.

Sixth—frankly, we feel a twinge of
quilt if we don’t take action when the
hoax case is presented in sincerity and
genuineness by someone we trust,
Besides, if the problem is as bad as the
petition claims, how could anyone in
his right mind not want to stand up and
do something about it? We would
rather believe a hoax than have to
explain why we won't sign a petition.

Seventh—there is usually a nugget
of truth somewhere in the mixture of
any effective hoax. Hoaxes survive in
the Christian community for the same
reason that cults do. All of them
contain some truth, perhaps distorted,
and they build an entire system around
it.

Eighth—we fall for hoaxes because
it all seems so believable, After all, with
the trouble—the real trouble--that
we've had with Madalyn Murray O’Hair,
removing all religious broadcasting
from radio and televison certainly
sounds like something she might try to
do.

And the IRS has pulled so much
slick tomfoolerly that it seems well
within the realm of possibilities that
they would require the number 666 to
cash a check,

Maybe the bottom line on why
hoaxes persist is that they all seem to
have nine lives each. You canexpose a
hoax in one part of the country and
burn all the phony petitions, but before
vou get back to the office, somebody

else who didn’t get the word has
reproduced 500 copies and wagged
them to 10 Free Will Baptist churches
where the whole thing starts again.

What is a sane course
of action when you are asked to sign a
petition or support a movement that
you think is fraudulent?

Principle number one: Check it out!
Don’t believe it just because it's in
print. If somebody asks for your signa-
ture, verify what you’re signing. Investi-
gate the source. Don't be guilty of
reprinting in your local church paper
what Church “A” copied from Church
“B” without verifying the facts.

It takes much more effort to dis-
prove a hoax than it does to reprint it
and pass it on. Call someone else
before you take action. Call a friend;
call a neighboring pastor. If you're a
Free Will Baptist, call me! | probably
won’t have the answer, but I'll put your
material in my hoax file and start
researching it with you.

Principle number two: Be less eager
to believe the worst. If something is
true, it will keep until you verify it
before it goes away. Truth can stand
any scrutiny. A hoax cannot.

Modern hoaxes are nearly always
about some impending doom or disas-
ter. The general tone of the appeals is
that if we don’t do something today,
the sky will fall. Take my advice and be
at least as reluctant to believe bad
news as you are to believe good news!

Principle number three: Beware of
petition pressure and reprint mania.
Don’t use your church as an expres-
sion of someone's fears and unverified
facts. Anonymous petition requests
cause heartache, misunderstanding
and embarrassment in the long run.

Remember, these petitions that seem
so convincing came from somebody
else who didn’t check themout, just like
you are not going to check them out.

Principle number four: Insist on
more options than signing petitions.
Learn to say no to these well-worded,
highly emotionat appeals.

Robert Dugan pushed theright but-
ton when he said, “We Christians
cannot afford to iook foolish, by fighting
non-existent battles.”

There are too many real battles to
be fought against sin in your commu-
nity, without being caught red-faced
with an empty gunny sack on the way
back from a spiritual snipe hunt. &
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By Charles Hampton

yinterest in this topic is not a professional one. |
make no claim to having a new revelation, nor
do I intend to ever add to the proliferation of
books on this and related topics. However, any individual
who has a family should have a built-in interest in the
subject,

My concernis to remind us what God has to say, not to
quote from the many authors who have contributed to this
field of study. It is more than a study, you see; it is life.
There are many ways of doing things, but I am convinced
that there is a best way, God’s way. | believe we can learn
His mind on this matter by studying the Word.

It is a fairly simple task to give a flow chart showing
“lines of authority” for the home as set forth in Ephesians
five. However, getting those pencil marks off the paper and
into life takes a great deal more effort. It is this gap I want to
help us bridge, and I will not speak as one who has finally
attained. | want to share with you as one who, like you,
sincerely wants to do it God’s way {a bit cross-grain with
the philosophy of the age).

To attain my purpose, I would like to mention two
common misapplications of the passage on family authority
found in Ephesians. On the one hand there are those who
take the attitude that Paul was writing to a specific
audience about a specific problem; thus, the passage is
dated and has no eternal principles to offer our generation.
Obviously women’s lib sympathizers would like that
approach, but that sort of hermeneutics scares me. It
places the uninspired reader in the position of determining
when the inspired writer is speaking to him.




The second type of error, though, may have ruined as
many homes as the first. This is the error made by many
Christian men (preachers too) of demanding an unbiblical
relationship with their wives.

It appears to me that the key relationships which must
be cultivated for a home to be a happy, Christian home
are, individual relationships to Christ, the relationship
between marriage partners, and the relationship between
parents and children. However, if we may take for granted
that both partners are Christians, then everything in the
home is going to turn on a harmonious, biblical refationship
between the married couple. Get that right and you have
hope for the home. Most of this article will be devoted,
then, to that relationship, and to God's instructions
regarding it.

The Bible and Your Family

Your Two Choices

Ephesians 5:14-20 speaks of two ways of fife. The
passage’s contrasts look like this:

(1) Physical— (2) Spiritual--
Debasing life of Ennobling life of
Folly Wisdom

And vs. and

Base pleasure. Highest pleasure.
Leaving only Leaving

Lasting benefits
including eternal life

Bitter dregs
afterwards

Obviously number two is God's choice for all His
creation, but each individual must choose for himself—
God does not compel man *o be righteous. To those who
are Christians, who can bear the instruction, Paul con-
tinues, Those who are living only for self will find his
instruction quite impossible. A new heart is the first
requisite in doing things God's way. It will require the
presence and enabling of the Holy Spirit to receive and do
God's Word. It is not for natural man, nor does it “come
naturally” to the Christian; it requires attention and effort
on our part as well as His help and guidance.

Verse 21 both completes the previous passage and
introduces the next. “Submitting vourselves” conveys the
idea that in Christianity the maintenance of due subordina-
tion in the various relations of life is expected. Then, that
general admonition is illustrated by three particular ex-
amples: wives to husbands, children to parents, and
servants to masters. The very same verses that enjoin
submission on the part of one member of a relationship
also instruct the other member to use authority in the
proper manner and never to abuse power. Particularly,
husbands are taught to love their wives tenderly, fathers
(parents) to treat their children so as to make obedience
easy for them, and masters to treat their servants kindly
remembering that they {masters), too, have a Master in
heaven.

The principal idea here is that Christianity does not
break up relationships in life to produce disorder, lawless-
ness, insubordination, chaos. Rather, Christianity confirms

proper authority while at the same time relieving, lightening
the yoke of those who come under such authority.

What Every Wife Should Know

The key word to wives (vv. 21-24) is submit to, be
subject to, their own husbands. Please note that this
submission is done by the wife as an act of obedience fo
the Lord. The husband is not the Lord, nor is he told to
subjugate the wife. In God’s order of things He has placed
man as the “head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of
the church.”

That is an eternal verity, established and fixed on high,
without regard to what I think about it. But, if I want to do
things God's way, | must recognize the truth of that
statement and settle it in my own heart, like God has
already established it. It is a fool who argues with God, an
unhappy one at that.

Notice further that the wife is to submit to, be subject to,
the husband on the order of the submission of the Church
of Christ. Have you ever felt that God was beating you into
submission, forcing you to do what you did not want to do?
Or, as a Christian, are you desirous of pleasing Him? [s not
securing His pleasure your greatest purpose for lving? I
believe it is.

Just so, if the wife’s greatest desire (next to pleasinz
God) is to please her husband, submission is an act of her
will, the desire of her heart. She can give allegiance to her
husband in everything, except where doing so places her
at odds with her God—then God comes first. Husbands
have not the right to expect their wives to transgress their
conscience and religion in the name of submission. If there
is a difference of opinion on such a point, each partner
should seek to do right and treat each other with due
respect and concern.

The term from which this “submitting” is derived is an
interesting one. The Greek root is primarily a military term
which conveys the sense fo rank under. It is a compound
of two words: to place, appoint, arrange; and order.
Hence, the idea in the active voice is to arrange under, to
subordinate. In the middle voice we have the sense to
subordinate or subject oneself; to bring oneself under
some state or influence; to subordinate oneself. The
middle veice is the one we find in this passage.

For emphasis, let me repeat: This is an act of the wife,
not a demand of the husband, where married couples
choose to please God and gain a happy home in the
bargain.

Note also the “reverence” of verse 33. Reverence is
taken from the Greek word meaning fear. The wife is to
give attention (as to a special duty) to fear (that is to honor,
respect, obey the will of) the husband.

What Every Husband Should Know

Ephesians 5:25-33 presents the responsibility of the
husband. Autherity without responsibility is ruinous, and
God has not left us to ruin, men. The key idea in this
passage is hot to take command, but rather to love. Note

-
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AUTHORITY (From page 9)

further that our love is to be patterned after the love of
Christ for the church. Without doing an exegesis of the
entire passage, it is clear that we are talking about a
selfless, sacrificial love; a love that places the well-being of
the beloved before that of the lover. Husbands should love
their wives with a protective, selfless, even sacrificial love.

Another interesting slant on the type love we are to
manifest is found in 28, 29. Husbands are to love their
wives as they do their own bodies; as they do, they will try
to take care of their wives, because when you get right
down to it we all think very highly of ourselves and will
spare no effort to achieve well-being.

We are to be as thoughtful and loving to our wives,
spare no effort to assure their well-being; protect them
from cold and hunger, and when il seek to restore them to
health (providing for it and protecting from exposure and
want). Part of that well-beingis embodied in the nourishing
(bring up) and cherishing {warm) (defend from cold by
clothing) of verse 29. Just as man will do these things for
himself, he is to do so for his wife. To fail to make such
provision is to fail to fove, and to become worse than an
infidel to boot.

This is not a new doctrine, a new idea. The one-flesh
marriage relationship was ordained of God from the very
begirning (See Genesis 2:24). It has been our confusion
which has led to difficulty in our homes. Too many of us
husbands never forsook our parents to cling to our wives;
we have remained children, selfish and unheeding of the
needs of our wives. Yet God’s Word says in v, 31 that in
like fashion (corresponding to, answerably to) to Christ’s
union with the Church, man is to forsake all others (even
father and mother) for the sake of the one-flesh, marriage
relationship to his wife.

The root word for love in this passage is the Greek verb
which means to love, value, esteem: to feel or manifest
generous concern for; to be faithful toward; to delight in; to
set store upon. It is what one writer has called a no-metive
love. It does not give to get; seeketh not her own. As God is
love and manifests it, we are to have a character of love
that is manifested to our wives without expectation of any
returns.

Do you really want to do something nice for yourself?
Love your wife in this way, and whether you expect the
returns or not, they will materialize. | am persuaded that a
love of this sort will enable a wife to vield the submission to
her husband that God requires without it chafing her. In
fact, if the husband even feels the necessity to demand
such reverence, submission from his wife, he probably has
never known the sort of love Paul writes about here. Do
not fear to love too dearly—that only occurs when one
puts his mate before God. On the other hand, when
demanding enters, joy and happiness in the home has been
lost.

Finally, our love is to approximate our Lord’s in our
untiring efforts to secure the salvation of our wives and our
chiidren. One great need is for husbands to give a model of
Christianity in the home for the family to imitate safely.
While never forsaking the provision of physical, temporal
needs, the Christian husband should always keep one eye
on the spiritual, eternal well-being of his family.

What About the Children?

Those who are under the care and government of their
parents {i.e. still in the home} are cornmanded by God to
be obedient to their parents (See Ephesians 6:1-3). The
exception would be where parents expect of children that
which would transgress their conscience or religion {ex-
amples: lying, cheating, stealing, or prohibition of Bible
reading, praying, worship); in a2l other cases obedience is
the rule.

Children are to honor their parents, also, as an act of
obedience to God for length of days and well-being.
Obedience and reverence of children for their parents is
not an option, it is a divine imperative. It is for the good of
the home, community, church, but especially of the
children themselves.

Mandate For Fathers (Parents)

Fathers, as the divinely appointed heads of homes (See
Ephesians 6:4}), are commanded here to be reasonable in
their requirements of their children. Commands given by
fathers (and mothers) should be proper and reasonable,
making obedience a real possibility for the children.
Unreasonable demands, unjust punishment will lead chil-
dren (provoke them) to lose confidence in their parents
and become rebellious.

Anger and severity on the father’s part may result in
disobedience, rebellion, wrath on the child's part. But in
Ephesians 6:4, God gives the means for proper child
rearing—nurture. This means training, education, instruc-
tion, discipline, and of such nature that the Lord approves.
Admonition means “putting in mind.” The idea is that
children are to be warned, admonished, instructed in the
way, Word and will of the Lord. Once again, the father's
role in the family is seen to embrace the eternal, spiritual
aspects of life.

How To Make It Work At Home
Authority Belongs To God.

Authority in the world, in the home especially, rests
squarely on biblical bases. Itis important to remember that
all authority that exists is ordained of God, and those who
use it need to be wise stewards. After all, then, our
authority is not absolute, it is delegated by God. With that
delegation, He also prescribed the order: God, Christ,
Husband-Father, Wife-Mother, Children.

You Can’t Buy Respect.

Though the Word furnishes the basis, people must live
out the Word. Husbands are to provide love and leadership
for their wives and families, They are to exercise the chief
authority in the home by God’s Word. They will, however,
find that such a role is quite difficult without establishing
the respect of the family, and that must be earned.

The authority of the husband is regulated by the
responsibility to love his wife without reservation. There is
no God-ordained authority without responsibility, and this
is a tremendous responsibility. The wife is called by God to
submission and obedience. This may be the surrender of
some freedom, but consider the security and protection it
assures.
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Children have a fairly easy obligation—be obedient.
However, parents can make this more or less difficult by
their lives and actions, and fathers are ultimately responsi-
ble to God for the conduct of the home and children.

Happiness is Found in Problem-Solving.

When | was a young preacher I had the idea that
Christians only needed to know the Word's statement on
an issue. Once the Word was clear, that would settle it,
and Christians would comply. Let me admit that with age
and experience | have learned it is not quite that automatic,
Particularly, within the family there are misunderstandings
and problems, even when the home is Christian and its
members want God’s best. So, learning to cope with
problems is very important to the family.

Happiness is up to you; husbands, wives, children. You
can admit you have probiems, tackle and solve them, or
you can blame each other and make matters worse.
Happiness is generally found through problem-solving.
Basic to good problem-solving techniques is mutual love
and respect. It only takes two to make a marriage work
happily, but it will require their best efforts and some bit of
problem-solving.

Critical to the problem-solving efforts in a family is the
matter of communication. Most counsellors say the lack of
good communication between partners is the number one
basis for problems within a marriage. Ephesians 4:22-32
has some hints which may fit here:

Be open, honest. ,

Talk to each other; do not blow up or clam up.
Take full share of responsibilities.

Speak to edify, not tear down.

Be forgiving, kind, tenderhearted.

So, keep the communication channels open. Do not quit
speaking because there is a problem. Rather, isolate the
problem—the basic issue (do not mess with symptoms or
peripheral issues), talk it out, make adjustments, then
forget it. Do not make it a personalissue (do not attack one
another} and do not harbor bitterness toward each other.

Belittling, berating words are destructive and have no
place here.

Charles W. Shedd, author of Letters To Karen and
other books, shared seven rules for a good, clean fight.
They may be helpful to you, as they were to his own
marriage. In that light they are listed here: (for a married
couple)

1. Before we begin we must both agree that the time is
right.

2, We will remember that our only aim is deeper
understanding.

3. We will check our weapons often to be sure theyre
not deadly.

4. We will lower our voices one notch instead of raising
them two.

5. We will never quarrel or reveal private matters in
public.

6. We will discuss an armistice whether either of us calls
*halt.”

7. When we have come to terms, we will put it away
untit we both agree it needs more discussing.

Further, remember the value of a good sense of humor at
all times. Be willing to laugh at yourself with your wife or
husband. Come on, admit it, you really aren’t perfect. A
few words that spell magic should be readily available, too;

words like, “I'm sorry,” “l was wrong to . .. ,” “lHove you,”
“Forgive me.”
In the words of Clyde M. Narramore: “ . . . if you're

expecting perfection in your marriage, you are bound to
meet with some disappointment. But if you enter marriage
desirous of making the necessary adjustments even though
there are differences, you will undoubtedly be happy.”
Work at it, give your best to the effort and trust God for the
victory.

Where children are concerned, parents need to keep
some of the same principles in mind, too. Remember, they
are children. That means, by the way, they are real, live
folks who can be hurt, and they need to find love,
consistency and maturity in their parents as discipline is

—
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exercised in the home. A few principles | have gleaned
follow:

1. Children learn what they are taught {much of it by
example).

2. a} Reinforcement for proper action with a reward,
quickly, is effective.

{Rewards should not always be material.)
b) Swift chastening works, too; do not avoid!

3. Respect for parents is learned through proper disci-
pline, and this transiates into respect for other adults.

. Communication is often best after punishment.

. Control is possible without nagging.

. Do not saturate kids with materialism (especially as
rewards); it may suggest that anything that does not
bring material gain is not worthwhile.

7. Avoid extremes in love and control. (You cannot
love too much, but you may do {(or withhold) too
much in the name of love.)

8. You are not perfect—you may even need to say “I'm
sorry” to your children sometimes.

1

Play, pray, work and worship together. When your own
efforts do not suffice seek professional help. (Pastors need
to be first fine of aid, not last.)

Conclusion

Where two Christians are committed to meeting one
another’s needs and are willing to work al communication
as one aspect of problem- solumg, there is no reason for
failure. We are, of course, assuming that each one is willing
to do God's w1ll and do things His way. A wife who is
submissive is not unhappy when she lives with a husband
whose love prohibits him from being dictatorial. Children
can obey reasonable, loving parents who are willing to
discipline consrstently

Moreover, since marriage (and the subsequent family)
is really God's institution, not ours, we have the stewardshtp
responsibility to give it our finest efforts. We will give an
account. We are not ignorant of God’s plan. We may
accept a substitute, but it will always be second best,
Understandably, we are talking about an impossible
situation unless the participants have first acknowledged
the Lordship of Christ. Once a family has embarked on a
unity with Christ, though, other things can be expected to
fallinto place, with some effort on our part. We can have a
happy home, but it will cost us submission to Christ and
living by the Word Can we afford to have it any other way?

May we try to cultivate such love and confidence within
the Christian homes we establish that we can perform our
delegated roles and responsibilities without human coer-
cion{commandments—obedience}. A perfect government
is one where the wish of the lawagiver is a sufficient rule to
the subject. Such is the kingdom of heaven, and our aim
ought to be to make our individual families as much like it
as possible. &

ABOUT THE WRITER: Dr. Charles Hampton is the Registrar at Free
Will Baptist Bible College. He is @ member of Cofer’s Chapel Free Will
Baptist Church, Nashuille, Tennessee.
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POP (From page 13)

my hands at the close of the Sunday
night service. However, the message
of this missionary from Cuba chal-
lenged our hearts so, that we began
right then to give a goodly portion of
our income to the cause of foreign
missions.

My first remembrance of this great
man came through the printed page
when Winford Davis was Promotional
Secretary for the Foreign Mission
Board. He had written to me about the
need of the work in Cuba.

At that time the funds were low.
Free Will Baptists only had four mis-
sionaries on the field—The Willeys,
[aura Belle Barnard, and Bessie Yeley—
and they had not received their salaries
for some five months. The department
was nearty $5,000 in the red. lwondered
how the missionaries could continue
to work without support.

Destination: Cuba

A short time later, I attended my
first National Association in 1942. At
this convention, both Mabel and
Thomas Willey spoke. It was obvious
that they deeply loved the Lord and
had broken hearts for souls every-
where. They also had a deep interest
and desire for the Free Will Baptist
denomination to stir out of sleep and
rally to the cause of missions.

I was a very young minister and not
too informed about the denomination-
al program or the missionary work at
large. However, at this convention,
the compassionate pleas of these mis-
sionaries pushed my concerninto orbit,
A few years later, it was my privilege to
visit the field of Cuba.

Following a flight to the airport in
Havana and a rough automobile ride
along the bumpy road to Pinar, we
arrived late in the evening. Affer a
good meal, we retired to bed. The
Willeys had very modest quarters, and
| listened to the sounds coming from
the next room as they discussed plans
for the next day.

They were outlining the trip so the
Foreign Mission Board members could
see first hand the tremendous need of
the island. As they talked, I could
sense the intensity and sincerity of
their conversation. Later, I heard
Pop’s big frame roll out of bed, as he

got on his knees and committed the
next day’s plans to the Lord in prayer.

Even though the words were some-
what muffled because of the partition,
I could still feel the intensity and the
spirit of his intercessory prayer.

The next morning after breakfast,
we went down to the school where
their children, Tommy and Barbara,
were enrolled. To my amazement, the
school had only two students and one
teacher. The teacher was Olive Van
Syke. | remembered the night before,
how Pop prayed for Tommy and
Barbara to be able to adjust to the
school situation.

After this brief visit, we made our
way to the bus station. | wondered
how we could ever get on board. The
bus had no sides or curtains, just a
frame where people sat three or four
to a seat, with bags hanging out the
side and piled on top.

Brother Willey would greet the peo-
ple and they would seemingly part the
way, eager to make room for “Senor
Willey.” They managed to get our
baggage aboard and we squeezed in-
side with the sweaty, talking mob.

After 30 minutes in that jammed
condition, we finally drove through the
streets of Pinar Del Rio out to the open
highway. For about two hours we
traveled over dusty roads. Now and
then we would stop, and a passenger
would get off while another got on with
two or three chickens under his arm or
a commodity to take to market. One
fellow even had a squealing pia.

Qur destination was the end of the
line. | observed Pop Willey closely as
he mingled with the passengers. He
sat for a while with a Catholic priest
and witnessed to him and prayed with
him. Then he gave his seat to a Cuban
lady and played with the children. All
the Cubans rallied around him beaming
with love. He was totally dedicated to
the cause of witnessing, and he did this
at every opportunity.

We left the blacktop road to travel
dusty gravel roads. It was hot and dry.
There had been no rain for months,
and with no windows in the bus, we
had to tie hankerchiefs over our
mouths to keep from strangling.

We pulled up to a wayside stand for
refreshments, By this time there were
only a few passengers left on the bus.
We had a dlass of warm sugar cane
juice and a guava sandwich. Then Pop

handed us a more palatable sandwich
and a piece of cake which his wife had
fixed,

We finally arrived at our destination—
a small church established with a few
believers. They had erected some
rooms at the back of this thatched-
roof building, where the Cuban pastor
and his wife Jived.

Preaching By Grease Light

I remember so well seeing horses
already saddled and standing by the
building. After introductions to the
pastor and his wife, Pop raised his
hand and pointed to a mountain some
miles away. He spoke in Spanish and
English, and said, “We are going to
have services tonight on the other side
of that mountain.”

[t was thenthat realized the horses
were saddled for us. We drank some
water, brushed aside goats and chick-
ens, and met with the other workers.
Then we mounted our horses. To be
sure, Pop was given the largest horse.
The horses had protruding hipbones
and their ribs could be counted. |
wondered about their ability to carry
us up that mountain.

Brother Willey said, “The Cubans
will lead the way and we will follow
single file.” We had not gone far til] the
trait narrowed to about 24 inches wide.
To our left was alarge precipice and to
our right a mountain wall. We were
told not to rein the horses, because
they had been over the trail many
times, and just to let them have their
way.

I learned a lesson on that trip. If we
could just lay the reins on the Lord and
let Him lead, we would be better off
and further advanced in the cause of
Christ.

Two hours later we crested the
mountain. It was a beautiful sight.

I pulled alongside Pop. He took off
his big sombrero and looked down on
the valley below. The sun was almost
ready to set, but we could see hundreds
of thatched huts scattered through the
valley. One of the Cuban brothers
stated that we were looking at a valley
that was populated with about 12,000
people, most of whom had never heard
the gospel once.

Pop, sombreroin hand, perspiration
streaming down his face, hair dishevel-
ed, raised his hand and said, “Let’s



pray that God will give us this valley for
Christ.” He prayed in Spanish for
some several minutes. His workers
would attest to what he was saving
with groans, amens and sobs. Then,
for the benefit of some of us, he prayed
in English.

Then came the long descent! About
dusk we reached the bottom of the
mountain where they were expecting

Word of God was preached, During
the service, the men removed the
horses’ saddles and refreshed them
for the return journey.

Chicken-Wire Bed

It was a clear night. The moon was
shining brightly, and it seemed I could
reach out and touch it. As we crossed

Pop, sombrero removed,

raised his hand and said,

“Let’s pray that God will give

us this valley .

29

us. Already hundreds of people had
gathered and the host had prepared a
meal. The meal was a roast pig, a
whole one, placed in the center of the
table. We sat on benches, while that
pig's brothers and sisters brushed our
ankles as we ate.

Darkness settled over the valley
before we had finished eating. Our
light was grease in a canin the corners
ofthe rooms. After the meal and some
visiting, we gathered out in the open
for service. Pop had informed me that !
was to preach. You can imagine my
feelings as the great crowd of people
thronged about.

With no place to sit, the dear Cuban
women held their babies on their hips.
There was an elevated platform, and
of course, Pop interpreted the mes-
sage. He felt the power of God, per-
haps even stronger than I, and [ have
never in my ministry been more aware
of God’s presence than in that service.

After finishing the message and
giving an invitation, Pop continued
with such a heart-warming appeal that
every soul in the crowd raised their
hands and asked for prayer, promising
that they would accept Christ as Sav-
iour.

How many of those stood true, [ do
not know. But the appeal and the
consecration and Pop’s rapport
reached the hearts of the people as the

the plains to the foot of the mountain,
we discussed the service and praised
God for the opportunity.

Pop was about in the middle of the
caravan, but he was head and shoulders
above us. We sang songs, gave testi-
mony and just left the travel to the
horses. I can still feel the pulse of this
man of God and his love for lost
humanity. We arrived back at the
pastor’s hut about 2:00 a.m. We were
directed through the chapel to our
quarters in the back,

Mud floor, thatched roof, crates for
furniture, and an elevated hearth where
the cooking was done over charcoals.
The pastor showed Pop and | our
bed--a stake driven into the dirt floor
with a frame around it and over that a
mosquito net, With just a thin sheet
stretched over the chicken wire, used
my pajamas for a pillow that night and
crawled on that wire underneath the
net.

Pop did the same and when he blew
out the light, it became very quiet with
only the moonbeams shining through
the thatched roof. | was tired and sore
as it had beenvears sincel hadsat ona
horse, and the trek had just about
done me in. I thought that Pop wouid
fall through the wire, but in just a few
minutes, he was sound asleep.

I lay there thinking and listening to
Pop snore. All of a sudden there were

shadows darting across the roof! It
seemed that the rats and lizards were
having a convention. | turned on the
chicken wire, trying to get comfortable.
Pop kept shoring.

Just on the other side of the wall, an
old sow with several piglets was bedded
down. Believe it or not, pigs snore. So
between Fop’s and the pigs’ snoring, |
finally drifted off to sleep.

It seemed as if | had only been
sleeping a short time, when I awoke
and smelled smoke., This was just a
short time after the big Atlanta fire,
and I thought the hotel was on fire.
Then | remembered where I was.

The smoke I smelled was coming
from the hearth in the adjoining room
where the pastor’s wife was preparing
breakfast, which consisted of fried
bananas, black beans and of course,
Cuban coffee. As she was cooking |
could hear her singing, “Eng La Cruz
(“At The Cross”} where | first saw the
light.”

l iay there on the wire, the net over
me, looking through the roof, smelling
the smoke, and I thought of my inner-
spring mattress and my downy pillow
at home and all the luxuries of our
land, and still not much happiness, Yet
here was a lady, living in poverty,
singing, “And now | am happy all the
day long.” | said, “Lord, please forgive
me for ever complaining.”

The Man—The Legend

I remember Pop for his consecra-
tion.

During this trip, we laid the plans for

the “Chapels for Cuba” project. The
project was consummated because
our people responded. Those chapels
are still standing today, and the Cuban
church is thriving behind the Iron
Curtain. All because of the consecra-
tion of a man who took the great
commission seriously, and dedicated
his life to carrying out that commission.

I remember Pop on many other
trips such as this. Some taken on
horseback, some by train, some by
bus, some by automobile and some on
foot.

—
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[ remember the first graduating class
of the Cedars of Lebanon Seminary in
Cuba. | remember Pop as he loved his
preacher boys and as he was so thrilled
with that first graduating class. [t was
my privilege to be the speaker and
bring the baccalaureate message.

| remember Pop going into the city
of Pinar and calling on the business
places, telling them about the gradua-
tion. [ remember how they stretched
their money and managed to dress
each graduate as though he was receiv-
ing a Ph.D.

I remember helping Benito
Rodriguez with his black tie and
starched shirt, | remember us sleeping,
the night of his graduation, on a pile of
banana leaves with the grease light. |
remember the warmth and love and
compassion that Pop showed to those
workers.

I remember what a joy it was to
attend the Cuban convention, as they
came by busloads, ox carts, and some
walking. How Pop would greet each
one on the campus with a bear-hug for
the men and a greeting to the ladies.
The very atmosphere was charged
with the love of God and presence of
the Holy Spirit. Yes, | remember!

[ remember Pop as he helped mix
concrete and make the blocks. | re-
member how his heart would break
when it became necessary to dismiss a
warker or discipline or correct one,
How he would weep and pray.

[remember the times that he would
come to the board meetings with a
broken heart and with appeals and
requests that we feit perhaps were
beyond our reach. Yet we would en-
deavor to meet the need and we would
appeal to our people.

] remember the travels in the States
with Pop in missionary conferences,
and setting up itinerates for him, |
remember reviewing the reports as he
would conscientously send them in. A
few times he would go into a small
church where the announcement had
not been properly made to find there
was no one there to meet him. He
would spend the night in the church
building.

[ remember Pop in our home as he
endeared himself to our children. All of
our children loved him, and he would

play with them. I remember one occa-
sion in Norfolk, Virginia, as we were
about to have our evening meal. We
had just sat down when there came a
rap at the door. Our youngest daughter
went to the door and as she openedit,
we heard her exclaim, “Here’s Pop
Willey!”

My wife, Winona, said, “T know now
why | prepared an extra pork chop
and the brussell sprouts.”

He was traveling from somewhere
enroute to North Carolina and went
out of his way severai miles to come
and spend the night with us.

Iremember Pop's concern for souls
everywhere and under all conditions.

One year when the Nationa! Con-
vention was held in Oklahoma, many
of us stopped at Fort Smith, Arkansas
to spend the night before going on in
the next day. Several of us had rooms
in the motel but we were unaware that
Pop was in the area.

The next morning, however, we
learned that he had rolled in during the
night and that he was cut early visiting.
He had encountered a family whose
truck had broken down. Pop attempt-
ed to help them and in the process had
ted this man to the Lord in the back of
his truck.

In his book about Pop entitled Never
Say Can’t, Jerry Ballard penned:

John Wesley wrote autobiographically,
“T'have theught [ am a creature of a day,
passing through life as an arrow through
the air. I am a spirit come from God. |
want to know one thing, the way to
Heaven, how to land safely on the other
shore.” It is said of Wesley, “He acts as
though he were out of breath in pursuit of
souls.”

This describes Pop Willey.

I remember Pop’s concern for the
whole man. He desired not only the
salvation of the souls of men, but he
desired for these, the best in this life.
He did many things to elevate the
living conditions of those to whom he
ministered.

Whether it was purchasing a herd
of goats and carrying them to the field
in an airplane that he might upgrade
the breed of stock, or raising crops
and teaching the natives how to fertilize
their land and grow vegetables, or
purchasing a hearse or taking that
which people would give him here to
distribute amongthe people in Cuba—
Pop was willing to do it.

I remember so well the making of
the film, “Letter To Melitino.” His
excitement and concern at using this
method to get the message out, and
particularly, to let the people in the
States know just what was going on.

[ think it can be said of Pop, perhaps
as of no other man, other than the
Apostle Paul,

Though I be free from all men, yet have |
made myself servant of all, that I might
gain more. And unto the Jews, | became
as a Jew, that | might gain the Jews. To
themn that are without the law, as unto
the law that 1 might gain them that are
without the law {being not without jaw to
God, but under the law to Christ) that [
might gain them that are without law, To
the weak became | as weak, that [ might
gain the weak. [ am made all things to ali
men, that [ might by all means save some.
And this | do for the gospel’s sake, that |
might be partaker with you.

Yes, | remember Pop. I remember
so weli the call] received informing me
of his death. I remember the invitation
to conduct his funeral. | remember the
guietness and solemnity and the anoint-
ing of the Holy Spirit and the confident
feeling that a soldier had gone to rest.

I think 1 could sum up my remem-
brance of Pop Willey in three sen-
tences, and I could talk about them a
long, long time.

I Remember His Consecration
[ Remember His Charisma
[ Remember His Compassion

I remember Pop. a4

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Raymond
Riggs pastors Good Springs Free Will Baptist
Church, Pleasant View, Tennessee. He has
served mare than 35 years with the Foreign
Missions Board as chairman, member and
General Director. Reu. Riggs, 66, began pastor-
ing churches in 1937.
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newsfront

{continued)

ADA, OK-—-The First Free Will Baptist
Church, Ada, Oklahoma, began con-
struction of their new sanctuary and
offices onSunday, September 27, when
the congregation met on the lawn at
11:45 a.m. for the ground-breaking
ceremony,

According to Pastor David Sutton,
theturnkey contractor’s bid is $425,000.
The church, however, plans to com-
plete the job for considerably less by
using volunteer labor in several areas.

Rty

OKLAHOMA CHURCH BUILDS 500-SEAT SANCTUARY

The theme for the year has been,
“Everyone in Bl,” and the church
plans to carry that same theme through-
out the entire building program.

The new building includes a 500-
seat sanctuary and will house the
church offices. The present sanctuary
will be converted into educational
space. Norman Todd of Ada is the
Building Superintendent. Wayne Ray
is the Architect.

PASTOR LAUNCHES TRI-STATE RADIO PROGRAM

WEST MEMPHIS, AR—VeteranFree
Will Baptist Pastor Guy F. Owens
contracted with station KSUD in West
Memphis to air his 15-minute daily
radio program effective September 28.

Owens, pastor of Randall Memorial
FWB Church in Memphis, is weli-
known and respected for his success-
ful radio ministry wherever he has
pastored.

His9:30 a.m, program extends deep
into the tri-state area of Arkansas,
Tennessee, and Mississippi.

Owens moved to the Tennessee
pastorate this summer after serving
several years in North Carolina as
Minister-at-Large and editor of the
state paper.

CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS
EFFECTIVE FEEDERS
FOR FWBBC

NASHVILLE, TN—With the explod-
ing interest in private church schools
across the denomination, Free Will
Baptist Bible College Registrar Charles
Hampton revealed that current records
show that 29 percent of the 1981
freshmen class and 21 percent of the
entire student body came from Chris-
tian schools.

The fall 1981 enrollment at FWBBC
stands at 587 students, including 219
freshmen. Dr. Hampton confirmed that
63 members of the freshmen class
came from Christian schools. The
total number of FWBBC students at
alllevels from Christian schools is 125.

Three Free Will Baptist Christian
schools have 10 or more students
enrolled at FWBBC. The three are
Liberty Christian Acadermy, Guin, AL
(12); Woodbine Christian Academy,
Nashville, TN {10}); and Faith Christian
Academy, Goldsboro, NC (10).

Seven other Christian schools sent
between five and seven students each
to FWBBC this fall. Dr. Hampton says
that “Christian schools are serving as
increasingly effective feeders for
FWBBC.”

There are more than 50 Free Will
Baptist Christian schools in 16 states,
with combined student bodies nearing
7,000.

GEORGIA TEAM WINS
SOFTBALL TOURNAMENT

NASHVILLE, TN—The first annual
Randall House Softball Tournament
was played August 21-22 in Nashville.
The team from First Free Will Baptist
Church, Albany, Georgia, hit and ran
to earn the first place trophy.

First Church, Albany, topped the
23-team field by outslugging First
Church, Columbia, Tennessee, in a
darkness-shortened double-elimina-
tion squeaker. Sylvan Park Church,
Nashuville, finished third.

Albany’s Rodney Glover was named
the tournament’s Most Valuable Player
and earned a spot on the 10-man all-
tournament team. Glover was joined
on the all-tournament team by two
other Albany teammates—Rex Davis
and Ken Stripiing,



ORGANIST JOURNAL PUBLISHES MATERIAL ON FWB HYMNODY

NEW YORK, NY-A survey of Free
Will Baptist hymnody for 250 vears
was printed in the October, 1981,
issue of The American Organist, offi-
cial magazine of the Associated Pipe
Organ Builders of America. The maga-
zine also serves as the official journal
ofthe American Guild of Organists and
the Royal Canadian College of Organ-
ists.

The 900-word article was prepared
by Dr. Vernon M. Whaley, acting

chairman of the Department of Music
at Free Will Baptist Bible College.
Whaley’s manuscript was the eight-
eenth in a series of articles about
denominational hymnody in North
America.

Dr. Whaley's article concluded that
“Hymnological development among
northern and southern Free Will Bap-
tists was well defined, of good literary
quality and strongly Arminian.”

He traced the development of Free

Will Baptist hymnody from 1797 when
Benjamin Randall published a prepared
edition of Henry Alline’'s Hymns and
Spiritual Songs, to the 1964 Free Wiil
Baptist Hymn Book, published by the
National Association of Free Will Bap-
tists.

Dr. Whaley cited three men who
made significant contributions to de-
nominational hymnody—dJohn Buzzel,
David Marks and Robert Pittman.

DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR ENCOURAGED OVER “$1,000,000 CHALLENGE”

NASHVILLE, TN—Free Will Baptist
Bible College Development Director
Ronald Creech is looking for 10 men
who will give $10,000 per vear to Free
Will Baptist Bible College for 10 years.
He has already found five, and feels
that he is nearing the successful con-
clusion of “The $1,000,000 Challenge.”

The concept of finding 10 men who
would give $100,000 each to the college
over a 10-vear period originated with a
North Carolina layman who enlisted

two other laymen to join him in the
challenge, according to Creech. So
far, the challenge has been issued
primarily in North Carolina, with the
help of the men who started it.

Eight meetings have been conduct-
ed across the state with business and
professional men invited to hear the
challenge. Thirty-six Free Will Baptist
faymen have attended the meetings.
Two have committed to join the origi-
nal three, for a total of five.

Others at the meetings agreed to
different methods of giving substantial
support to the college, some even
exceeding the original challenge, says
Creech. More meetings and individual
contacts are now being planned, he
says.

With five men already enlisted,
Creech feels that the conclusion of the
challenge is encouragingly near.

ENLARGEMENT THRUST TIED TO 25-YEAR CHALLENGE

NASHVILLE, TN—Free Will Baptist
Sunday Schools are engaged inadrive
toincrease their Sunday School enroll-
ment by 800,000 by the year 2000, This
challenge was given five years ago by
Dr. Roger Reeds, general director of
the Sunday School and Church Train-
ing Department, to the National Con-
vention in Tulsa, Oklahoma.

The 1982 Spring Enlargement Cam-
paign entitled “Soldiers of the Cross,”

is based on Il Timothy 2:3. The chal-
lenge is to enlist those already in the
church who are (1) Committed to the
Task (2) Conformed to the Image of
Christ and (3) Compassionate in their
Approach.

The usual breakdown of divisions is
determined by average attendance in
the fall quarter of 1981.

The spring campaign begins on Sun-
day, March 7 and continues through

Sunday, March 28, 1982. Sunday
Schools which experience the greatest
percentage of gain over the 13 weeks
average attendance for September,
QOctober, November, 1981 will be de-
clared winners and awarded appropri-
ate plaques denoting first and second
place.

Deadline for entering the spring
campaign is March 5, 1982,

StartingJanuary, 1982

B The Free Will Baptist Pulpit

B Book Reviews bv Tom Marberry
B Bible Studies by Robert Picirilli

Don’t Miss It!
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pastored seven churches in three states.
He retired from his last pastorate of six
years at New Life FWB Church, Lan-
caster, SC,

Pastor Dale Burden of Gateway
FWB Church, Virginia Beach, VA,
celebrated his 16th anniversary as pastor
of the Tidewater congregation this year.

Pastor appreciation day at First FWB
Church, Ardmore, OK, resulted in an
offering for Pastor Earl Scroggins. The
offering was just over $306. Congratula-
tions to the pastor, and thank you to the
thoughtful congregation.

CONTACT welcomes MANNA, publi-
cation of First FWB Church, Pontiac,
MI. Ed Hollis pastors.

The welcome mat is also out to the
newsletter from First FWB Church,
Winfield, AL. Bud Hill pastors. The
CONTACT staff encourages every FWB
Church to put us on your mailing list. We'd
like to hear what's happening in your local
congregation and share it with the entire
denornination,

The last Sunday in August, Pastor
Winston Sweeney entered his 23rd
year at Fellowship FWB Church,
Kingsport, TN.

Pastor Dennis Pettyjohn of First
FWB Church, Selma, CA, presented
the congregation with his five year plan.
The plan included an attendance surge
from 75 to 145 within 12 months and an
attendance increase to 500 by 1986. The
church hopes to open a Christian day
school in two years, establish a Spanish
speaking FWB church within three years
and mother a FWB church in a surround-
ing city by 1986.

Hold on there folks. [t looks like help is
on the way. During a youth retreat spon-
sored by Woodbine FWB Church, 10
young men answered the call to preach.
Ten responded to the cali to missions, 15
were saved and 20 made decisions to
attend Bible College. Jim Walker pastors
the Nashville, TN congregation.

There were reports of 18 conversions
during Vacation Bible School at Mt.
Calvary FWB Church, Conway, AR.
Pastor Mike Mutchler reports 17 bap-
tisms in a three week period.

A special service was conducted Sep-
tember 4 at Jones Chapel FWB
Church, Stelia, MO, to commemorate
50 years in the ministry for Rev. Cecil
Campbell,

Yes, it can be dangerous going to
church on Wednesday evening. Pastor
Dan Farmer of First FWB Church,
Moore, OK, writes that a hail storm
came up during Wednesday night prayer
meeting and damaged several cars. Tell
you what friends, if you've got to have hail
damage to your car, the church parking lot
is the best place to get it. A

Thank UYou for
Your Gifts to the...

COOPERATIVE PLAN OF SUPPORT

RECEIPTS:

State
Alabama
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Florida
Georgia
[daho

linois
Indiana
Kansas
Kentucky
Maryland
Michigan
Mississippi
Missouri
New Mexico
North Carolina
Ohio
Oklahoma
Tennessee
Texas

Virgin Islands
Virginia
Washington
West Virginia

Totals

Disbursemente:

Executive
Foreign Missions
Bible College
Home Missions
Retirement & kns.
Master's Men
Commission on

Theological Lib,

TOTALS

September, 1981

Sept, ‘81
Coop Desiqn. Sept. ‘80 Yr. to Date
$§ 7060 % . $ 3620 $ 3,354.24
- 323.81 396.30
2,645.15 1,814.18 29,132.24
990.46 788.11 10,447.34
1,241.11 S 1,293.16 11,720.37
870.08 {26.00) 93041 9,238.21
1,044.40 1,356.14 9,152.78
ce - 150.00
207.65 150.09 1,860.57
e ... . 25,00
10.00 o 40.00 330.00
4,846.13 {4,346.13} 352.02 26,393.07
614.88 (486.38} 131.34 4,193.38
5,725.20 {5,725.20} 4,340.07 52,776.12
225.24
850.00 (495.00} 542.70 5,368.85
1,517.00 L 844.00 9,715.78
76,184 .50
975.34 (54.76) 765.30 7,683.90
8,753.00  {8,093.83} 366.18 16,329.78
Ce Ce 221.00 i,058.42
139.87 e N 6,912.97
123.30
11.50 - 8.96 87.20
$30,412.37 $14,422 97 $283,026.91
$ 8,968.64 (1,134.23) 8,0563.93 82,407.82
14,466.41  (13,612.04) 1,802.78 96,352.22
3,613.02 (2,758.65) 1,717.67 39,313.76
1,962.61 {1,325.96) 1,447.19 37,357.53
937.01 (317.14) 894.73 17,416.90
374.76 (39.64) 408.65 8,478.89
89.92 (39.64) 98.02 1,699.79
$30,412.37 $14,422.97 $283,026.91
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HISTORY CORNER
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Research
Can Be Painful

By William F. Davidson

istorical discovery can be |
painful as well as pleasant. |
True research, free of bias
and denominational presupposition,
unearths whatever information hap-
pens to be hidden—good and bad, the
expected and the unexpected.
Occasionally, a discovery causes
the historian to rethink his whole thesis
in light of new information, but most
oftenit just reminds him of his humanity
and the limitations that go with it. Such
discovery, however, always brings ex-
citement.
But let’s get back to the story.

There are times when discovery is
hard to handle.

Now You See It—
Now You Don’t

Ordinarily, typesetters are not al-
lowed to read their own typed copy
because they never see their own
errors, They read what they meant to
type rather than what actually appears
on paper. Historians must suffer the
same malady.

In going back through the manu-
script of an earlier work, An Early
History of the Free Will Baptists, the
writer was struck by an article of faith
contained in the first Free Will Baptist
confession of faith published in 1812.

In the excitement of proving his thesis
that Free Will Baptists could be traced
back to 1727, he had overlooked an
important and somewhat unsettling
statement.

When rediscovered, the statement
was so out of character that it was
unbelievable, No other historians had
mentioned it. An extensive article had
been published in a denominational
paper in 1956 that deait almost exclu-
sively with the early confessions, but
the point of doctrine in question was
not mentioned. The periodical used an
1835 revision of the earlier confession
which had substituted a new dogmain
the place of the old. The controversial
statement had ceased to exist.

So it was more travel to get back to




the source. Could it be that Article X
never really existed except in the mind
of the writer? Impossible! It was too far
afield to have been part of a dream.

Free Will Baptists and
Eternal Security

Inthe book, An Early History of the
Free Will Baptists, the author pointed

to a heritage that could be traced back
to 1727 and the General Baptist work |

in North Carolina led by Paul Palmer.
The research led to the study of the
first Confession of Faith published by

the group afterit had begun the transi- :
tion from General to Free Will Baptist |
. available, an 1855 reprinting of the

identity.

The confession proved to be a vital
link in the argument for the other
heritage. It had been signed by James
Roach, who had taken over the last
General Baptist church in 1794, and

by Jesse Heath, an early Free Will |

Baptist. It now serves as a direct
historical ink between the two denomi-
nations. Though the title page still
used the older name, the signatures
made it evident that this was a FFree
Will Baptist document. The title page
was not changed by the North Carolina
segment of the denomination until
rmany years later,

The newer name was used on the
cover of printings after 1901 and was
substituted for “General Baptist” on
the title page of the confessionin 1912.
There is no question but that the
confession served as the first state-
ment of faith for Free Will Baptists in
the South,

As expected, the new confession
was primarily a verbatim copy of the
English General Baptist Standard Con-
fession of 1660, But one article in the
new confession offered the unexpect-
ed—this first confession included the
doctrine of eternal security,

While the articles in the two confes-
sions did not always follow number by
number, it was possible, in most cases,
to find the identical articles in both.
Article X in the Free Will Baptist
confession was different. The sister
article in the 1660 confession had read:

That such who are true believers, even
Branches in Christ the Vine {and whom
he exhorts to abide in him, John 15:1, 2,
3,4, 5.} or such who have charity out of a
pure heart, and of a good conscience,
and of Faith unfeigned, 1. Tim. 1:5. may
nevertheless for want of watchfulness

swerve and turn aside from the same,
vers. 6, 7. and become as withered
Branches, cast into the fire and
burned. . ..

The article continued to agree that
those who remained faithful would not
fall, but the necessity of persconal faith
was evident,

On the other hand, Article X of the
latter confession read: “We believe the

i

Saints shall persevere in grace, and

never finally fall away.” John 10:27, 28
and 29,

Observations

confession indicated that it had been
revised in 1835, At that time, Article X
was removed and the following words
appeared in its place:

We believe that men, not considered
simply as men, but ungodly men, were of
old ordained to condemnation; consid-
ered such who turn the grace of God into
lasciviousness, denying the only Lord
God, and our Lord Jesus Christ that
bought them, and therefore shalt bring
upon themselves swift destruction: but
we observe that they, and such the
Apostie saith because they receive not
the love of the truth, that they might be
saved; therefore the indignation and wrath
of God is upon every sou} of man that
doeth evi, living and dying therein; for
there is no respect of persons with God.
Jude i:4; I Peterii,1: I Thes. i, 10, 11, 12;
Romans ii, 9.

In less than one generation, the theo-
logical atmosphere changed and the
new group firmly committed itself to
the older General Baptist pattern that
would continue to be an important
point of doctrine for the denomination
from 1835 forward.

Possible Sources For the
Strange Doctrine

Without supporting documents, it |

becomes almost impossible torecreate
the discussions that added the new
statement. Jesse Heath wrote in 1827
that when he had come to the denomi-
nation in 1807, there were only five
preachers. Except for James Roach,
who can be traced to the Little Creek
General (later Free Will) Baptist
Church in Green County, North Caro-
lina, the preachers appeared suddenly
on the Free Will Baptist scene and we
know nothing of their background.

It is at least possible that they had
been converts from the Calvinistic
Baptists in the area and that they
simply brought part of their heritage
with them. Whatever their back-
ground, it seems evident that they
initially believed in eternal security.

Since they outnumbered James
Roach by 4 to 1, their voice carried the
day. (It is admitted that the majority
rule here is a calculated guess based
on the group’s decision to include

. Article X).

The victory was a brief one and by
1827, the General Baptist argument

. was regaining the upper hand. In 1835,

Though the revision is not now - thegrowingchurch erased the doctrine

! of eternal security from its confession,

Majoring On Minors

The discovery of the doctrine of
eternal security in the denomination’s
history was a shock to say the least,

i Because it is one of the few doctrines
. that separates Free Will Baptists from

other Baptists in 1981, we tend to
place it on a pedestal and give it more
credit than originally was intended.

Jesse Heath and his North Carolina
colleagues were Free Will Baptists
because they believed in the death of
Christ for all men. The doctrine of a
general atonement made them dra-
matically different from other Baptists
around them. In fact, they were given
the name “Free Willers” in scorn be-
cause they believed that man could
choose to accept or reject Christ as
Saviour. It was the preaching of the
general atonement that gave birth to
the new denomination.

The danger of majoring on the
minor always exists. When one area of
uniqueness becomes community prop-
erty, it is natural to look elsewhere for
elements that will identify and set the
denomination apart.

Such a search for identity is not
necessary. The denomination has
preached a general atonement faithful-
ly for 254 years and most other Baptists
have come to agree. In fact, many
Calvinists have begun to proclaim the
good news fo “all men.”

Here is the goodly heritage—the
faithful preaching of the gospel. In a
world that is dying and destined for
hell, the church must major on the
essentials—“For God so loved the

world that he gave HisenlySon . ... "
A
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OUR
READERS
COMMENT

CHRISTIAN SCHOOL ARTICLES
REFLECT BALANCED JOURNALISM

[ want to say how much | appreciated the
treatment of Christian Schools in the September
CONTACT. The two articles on the subject
were, indeed, “well written” and helpful.

[ was particularly gratified, however, by
comments in “Briefcase” introducing the sub-
ject. This is the kind of balanced, careful thinking
that will enable us to solve the questions that
confront us on this complex subject.

[ can hardly speak highly enough of the
editorial which is, in my opinion, in the finest
tradition of Christian journalism.

Jack W. Stallings, Pastor
Collinswood Free Wil Baptist Church
Portsmouth, Virginia

MINISTER CITES DANGERS IN CHRISTIAN SCHOOL MOVEMENT

I appreciated the articles written on behalf of
Christian schools, as [ am for the Christian
school movement and support it.

However, | disagree with what seems to be
the major premise—that one is duly obligated to
send his/her children to Christian schools lest
they neglect their parental duties.

In response to these articles, one should
keep in mind that it is the duty of the parents to
bring their children up in the ways of the Lord.
The scriptures which were used to support the
Christian school movement speak of teaching
and training our quiverfuls. I feel that one may
do this by proper Christian child-rearing in the
home, church, family devotions, and instruction
in prayer and Bible study.

Christian schools may aid us in our duties in
rearing our children, but they are not the only
means of doing so.

[ see some dangers in the Christian schoot

movement. By pulling our youth out of the
public schools, we deplete an essential witness
for Christ to the lost there. We become exclusive,
and monastic principles have never been instru-
mental in fulfiling the Great Commission,

Seeking to protect our children, we deprive
ourselves {and our children) of opportunities to
win others to Christ. The Lord did not tell us to
withdraw from a society embodied in sin, but
rather, teaches us how to live holy fives in the
midst of it, thereby attracting folks to our Saviour.

Daniel was a youth, aswas Jeremiah, without
the benefit and luxury of Christian day schoois;
yet both men led notable lives and did not
succomb to the secularism or pressures of their
day.

Jerry La Pere, Assistant Pastor
First Free Will Baptist Church
Wesf Coiumbia, South Carolina
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ALABAMA .

John Edwards to Eastside Church
“Dothan, from F;rst Church Decatur e

ARKANSAS

James Mutchler to Pleasant Valley
:Church, Warren, from Mt. Bethel
Church, Rose Bud .

Roy Thompson to Macedoma .
Church, New Edinburg, from Pleasant
‘Valley Church, Warren - "

Vernon Gunnels to Old Reyno
Church, Reyno, from Pleasant Hill -
Church, Plea.sant Hlll CA i

CALH:ORNIA

I_ynn Wood o Garden G rove Church
.Garden Grove, from Flrst Church Moun_
“tain Grove, MO - -

" Louis Nett!eton to Norwalk Church
Norwalk :

_GF_ORGIA

C B. DowdneytoMemonalChurch :
Surrency, from Georgia State Ofﬁce as
Executive Secretary -

Fred WamertoFu'siChurch Albany, .
from First Church, Russellville, AR

.lLLINOlS

- Joey Murphy to Harmony Church
 West Frankfort, fromBaker\nHe Church
. Mt Vernon :

'mssoum

g J. W, O’Neal to Cedar RndgeChurch )
o LongLane from Amity Church, Niangua ..

“Bill Eden to Salem Church Salem, .

- from Beiton Church, Belton
" Raiph Douglas to New Rock Springs
- Church Cabool -
Ollie anht to Wlllow Sprlngs ;
'Church Mountain Grove . - -
- Stanley Jones to First Church Monett
e dim Parker to R:chwoods Church
-Rachwoods :
DaleSlqlestoSouthFremntChurch
3Spnngf|e[d from Frrst Church W%t
: :Plams R s
; BlilKnapp toBuffaioChurch Buﬁ’alo, b
from Cedar Ridge Church, Long Lane -
-Bill Swearingen to Bethel Church El .
'Dorado Springs .G .
~John ‘Shebaum to Waynesw!]e
Church Waynesville '
‘Ron Edgil to First Church, Ftat Rwer,
from Eastside Church, Dot_han AL

i NORTH CAROLINA

L I8C

i '-Church Kmston k%

o -:ster-

Keath Fietcher to Maccr:pme Church '

: Macclesﬁetd

‘Bil] Poteat to Hcpe Church Scot!and X
Neck fmm Pamp]:co Church Pamphco, o

L Johnny PlketoLaurelChurch Char
R _Iotte, from Tabernacle Church, Kinston .
" 'Ronnie Williamson . to:T. bernac]e__'; .

' "_"'OTHER PERSONNEL

I_eona.rd Crowder to Flrst Church :
._'Ft ‘Smith, AR, as visitation minister.
Danny ConntoFirst Church, Moore, .-

= OK as minister of youth and music_:.

Steue Klusmeyer to" Southwest
:Church; Okiahoma Caty, OK as assoct i
“-ate pastor - : N
~rDon | Guthr;e to Spencer Road_'_ :
. Church, Spencer OK, as assoc:atemm -

Jerru La Pere 0 F;rst Church Waﬁt o
Columbia, SC, as assistant pastor, """



MANDATE FOR MORE CHRISTIAN
SCHOOL COVERAGE

[ want to commend the two fine articles in
the September issue of CONTACT concerning
Christian schools. The articles by Richard
Cordell and Dennis Wiggs revealed much that
even those of us in the Christian day school
movement have apparently overloocked.

The fact that the Christian day school is the
largest field of opportunity for Christian service
availabie to Free Will Baptists is one of the most
chailenging facts that {'ve read lately.

It seems to me, if that be true, more space in
CONTACT shouid be considered for these
Christian schools.

I also noticed that at least three Free Will
Baptist Christian Schools were not listed among
the forty-eight. They are: Emmanuei Christian
School, Washington, NC; Ahoskie Christian
Schools, Ahoskie, NC; and Inman Christian
Academy, Inman, SC. Several other churches
have nursery schools and kindergartens.

Again, thanks for the good coverage in the
September issue,

Jack Cox, Pastor
Mt. Calvary Free Will Baptist Church
Hookerton, North Caroling

CONCERNING PSALM 23

[ enjoy reading CONTACT and have been a
subscriber for many years.

Concerning the various speakers at the
recent National Association, | would liked to
have heard Elder Sam Truett’s sermons “The
Sufficiency of the Shepherd” and “The Security
of the Sheep.”

Could we say the sufficiency of the shepherd
guarantees the security of the sheep?

Paui Binkley
Lake Station, Indiana

WON'T MISS A COPY]

I enjoy CONTACT so much that | do not
want to miss a copy. Although | don’t see much
from Alabama, [ have been taking this for along,
long time. ‘

Some of the Free Will Baptist people here in
Alabama might not know that my husband
passed away vears ago. His name was Alfred or
A. M, Roberts,

May the Lord bless the whole staff and every
church.

Mrs. Annie H. Roberts
Wadiey, Alabama

LEGACY (From page 32)

I felt usetess for my Lord that day.
For the first time in my life knew there
was nothing | could do to help them.
Any heip would have to come from
Jesus Christ,

As | sorted through Grandfather’s
personal effects, I discovered items he
considered to be of great beauty and
value. They portrayed the man that |
would commit to the ground.

[ found a glass-encased vanilla bean
that was almost one hundred years
old; a picture album of airplanes that
he piloted in World War I; a large
magnifying glass to help him see during
his last days here on earth; a collection
of books of all sorts and sizes. In all this
I found a man and his legacy.

The termination of his life had made
no impact on the worid, just on me and
mine.

So ended a man. In the eyes of a
grandson, a good man. But my task
still lay before me. [ would bury him in
the morning.

IfIcould, I was to comfort his family
and friends, and let them peer down
the pathway of death into the grave,

I searched my heart to say what
God would say. I remembered a book
of readings for Jewish soldiers and
sailors and retrieved it from the boxes
that I had packed. I searched the book
for something to describe my grand-
father, for something that could give
hope and love. I found it in Psalm 1.

The morning of the funeral was
hard for me. Not just because some-
one | loved had died, but because in
my action as speaker at the funeral, |
would compromise my God.

[remembered the words of Matthew
10:32, “Whosoever therefore shall con-
fess me before men, him will [ confess
also before my Father which is in
heaven.”

That day I was not to confess my
God before men and[ knewit. [ prayed
earnestly for guidance, more earnestly,
in fact, than | had ever prayed before.
A consuming chil! blew over my soul,
and then followed Gaod’s peace.

[t was time and [ was ready. “Happy
isthe man...,” the words fromPsalm
1 were flowing as they had never
flowed before or since, “Happy is the
man that hath not walked in the council
of the wicked . . .. "” And then it was
over,

The message delivered, the man
buried, the last farewells said and it
was done, Done for all of them anyway.
Done for those whose religious beliefs
stopped at the manger in Bethlehem.
But for me the deed was not done.

I still felt great remorse, the remorse
that is always there when a soul is lost.

I knew my grandfather. He was not
a Christian. He denied that Christ was
the Son of God, and he hated Him
because of the many torments he had
toendure because of Christian treatment.
He died far from Christ, lost and
without hope.

The message that needed to be
spoken was a far cry from what was
said. [ knew that as a Christian I could
take io heart the first three verses of
Psalm 1 and knew that my happiness
and eternity were secure.

Onthe other hand, aiso knew that
anyone, whether Jew or Gentile, who
rejected Jesus Christ as personal Sav-
iour wouid be held under the bonds
of the last three verses of Psalm 1 like
the chaff before the wind of God’s
perfect judgment.

Yes, there is another side to that
story. God was righteous in that even
until the last moments of Grandfather’s
fife, salvation could have been his.
Through my life he had opportunity to
see Jesus, But God is a jealous God,
and He was unwilling to substitute
Grandfather’s traditions and religion
in place of love for His Son.

Knowing this gave fresh directive in
my life, I now look daily for positive
ways to serve Christ. Inotonger blame
sin and temptation on my Jewish heri-
tage. Being Jewish is no excuse for
weak faith; it is a reason for unwaver-
ing faith. I must go forward using my
heritage for His glory,

Grandfather died loving the Star of
David, but [ live loving the Son of
David! a

ABOUT THE WRITER: Dan Steigman is a
member of Modesto Free Will Baptist Church,
Modesto, California.
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OUR WOMEN SPEAK

By Janis J. Williams

‘ ‘ elp!” Help!” is the cry
from many young
mothers with children

under three years of age. No one
seems to have the right answer for
these Christian mothers. The problem
is how to keep their children quiet in
church when no nursery is available.

What works for one child will not
work for another. So Mother comes to
church loaded down with toys and
crackers. But all she ends up withis a
noisy and soiled child,

I don’t have an answer for every
child, but { can share what worked for
me with my two children.

It started when my daughter Becky
was two and a half yvears old. We were
to travel by plane from New Orleans to
West Virginia. | needed something to
entertain her while we were sitting so
long in the airplane. I looked in just
about every store in town.

! finally came across a cardboard
book called “What is in Mommy’s
Purse?” Each page had a cardboard
piece to fit init just like Mommy's keys,
lipstick, comb, etc. This lasted long
enough for Becky to put the pieces in
her mouth and tear them,

When I returned home from West
Virginia, I decided to make a book that
would last longer and still keep her
interested. Through trial and error |
came up with a cloth book with card-
board inside to give sturdiness. Then |
placed different things on the pages
like zippers, shoe strings, buttons and
other items.

This not only kept Becky busy, but
it gave her practice in tying her shoe,
buckling her belt and buttoning her
sweater. | kept one page for small toys
that were not noisy so that she could
take them out and put them back in
again.

For different services, I would
change toys. The “Quiet Book” kept
Becky busy during church services,
waits in doctor’s offices and long car

trips. This book not only outlasted
Becky, but [ used it with my second
child, Brad, who was by far the more
active of the two.

The Quiet Book idea may not work
for every child, but it won't cost you
much to try. Here is how to make it:

Articles Needed:

Cardboard 14” x 9”

Poster paper 13" x 8"

Cotton or denim material 15" x 20”

Cotton material 15" x 17"

7" zipper, any color

Large button, size of 50¢ piece

Buckle cut from a material belt

Shoe string, 18"

Scrap material for shoe, doll dress,
pocket

Easy Directions To Follow:

—Fold the 14" x 9” piece of card-
board in half. This becomes the cover
for your book.

—Cover the folded cardboard with
cotton or denim material 15" x 20"
Fold the length of material in haif,
wrong side out. Sew the top and one
side; turn right side out and slip card-
board in the material. Whip the other
end by hand.

—Take the smaller piece of card-
board (like poster paper) 13" x 8” and
foldin half. Cover with a different color
material 15”7 x 17", Sew two sides,
leaving one end open. Reverse material
and slip in cardboard. Whip the re-
maining opening. Now you are ready
to sew the two pieces together,

I have used the sewing machine, but
you must use an extra large needle
and sew very slowly. It can be done
easier by hand using a large needle.

Page One

Place the zipper on the first page.
Whip around the entire zipper to hold
firmly in place.

Page Two

Cut out the shoe from a piece of 6”
material; zig-zag around the edge to
keep from raveling or whip by hand.

Lace the shoe string through the
hole in the top of the shoe {holes
should be sewed by hand to keep from
raveling). Sew this shoe to page by
hand.

Page Three

Sew a piece of material half the size
of the page to form a pocket. This will
hold the doll clothes for the doll on
page four.

Page Four

The doll is made of white material in
the shape of a rag doll. Sew to the
next page by using the blanket stitch
to secure the doll to the page.

Make the doll’s face with colored
pens. The hair and shoes can be
drawn in also. Make a dress and
playsuit for the doll out of scrap print-
ed material. Sew asnap on the doil and
clothes.

Page Five

Make a pocket with a flap (like a
man’s shirt pocket}. Sew the pocket to
the page and place a button on the
bottom part. The flap should come
over the pocket with a bottom hole
sewed either by hand or with a ma-
chine.

Page Six

For the last page, you need an old
belt made of material. Cut the material
leaving 13" on the side of metal buckle.
On the end, buckle the belt and leave
enough belt to sew onto page. This is
so the child can buckle the belt with
ease. Sew the belt to the page.

There are more ideas you can come
up with to add more pages. But you
will need additional material-covered
cardboard to add any more.

One idea would be to make a big
red apple and sew to a page. Make a
small cut in the apple and place a felt
worm inside. Animals can be made
with fur material and sewed to pages.

If you really want to make the book
mean more to the child, embroider his
or her name on the front of it.

Since writing this ali down, I discov-
ered that you canwash this book if you
substitute double-folded heavy plastic
for the cardboard.

Try the Quiet Book, I can almost
guarantee you a quiet child! a

ABQOUT THE WRITER: Janis J. Williams is a
member of Fellowship Free Wil Baptist Church,
Nashville, Tennessee. She holds the B.S. degree
from California Christian College, Fresno, Cali-
farnia, and the B.A. degree in music from
Fresno Pacific College.
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Legacy From The Star Of David

By Dan Steigman

preached the sermon at my grand-

father’s funeral. It was a painful

time because of my tremendous
inner conflicts, Most people will never
understand the daily battle that I qo
through. For you see, { am a Christian
Jew.

The day Grandfather died [ knew
that I would speak at his funeral. My
family, as with many Jewish families,
was Jewish in heritage only. They
were neither inclined to attend any
type of church service nor to call upon
God. Yet, in spite of all this, they were
Jews to the death.

Being a Jew in my family meant that
if you were asked what religion you
were, you always said Jewish. It meant
that if you were beaten up because
yvouwere aJew, you took it like a man.
We were always told that showing
emotion was wrong and wealk,

It meant that as a young child at
Easter or Christmas, you suddenly
became a target for all the kids who
had just spent the previous Sunday
learning how Jews had murdered
Christ, These were experiences that
we were forced to face as a Jewish
family.

Try, if you can, to learn to love
people who persecuted you as a child.
And then try to love their God. If you
succeed, then you will know where ]
had to come from to love God as He
said He was to be loved. At that time
all of us would have been willing to die
before renouncing our Jewishness. |
was no exception.

The day before the funeral, my
father and | headed to the city. |
dreaded the funeral. [t would be a horri-
ble experience because there was no

hope. During the funeral, I could make
no mention of Christ.

Perhaps | was relieved at the restric-
tion, in a way, because if I had truly
spoken of Jesus, { would have had to
tell my family where Grandfather would
spend eternity.

My father and his brother were so
disturbed by what was happening they
could not take care of Grandfather’s
personal effects.

Hehad lived in a retirement complex
with other people in conditions similar
to his, both physically and spiritually.

So many old and sick people watched
me as| cleaned and sorted through his
personal effects that every move was
overshadowed by the dual feelings of
fear and dread.

They seemed to have nothing to live
for and no place to go. They all waited
awkwardly for death, hoping that death
would put an end to their misery, but
fearing even the death they craved as
though something worse was beyond
the dark threshold.

{Continued on page 25)



