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Briefcase

_ M

JACK WILLIAMS

cat at heart, Since childhood ]

wanted to be part of something
alive and creative and bigger than 10
hours on the business end of a hoe
handte.

The first time | called somebody a
fat cat was on a courthouse square in
north Louisiana where teenage country
boys gathered on Saturday night to
torment the townies. After hoeing cot-
ton or hauling hay 12 hours a day
under the boiling Delta sun, we deter-
mined that anybody who only worked
40 hours a week in the shade was a
degenerate fat cat.

It felt good to put that brand on
somebody else, because out on the
farm that’s what most of us were
called. Even though we went to the
field at 6:00 a.m. and stayed until 6:00
p.m., there was always somebody who
got there earlier and stayed later. But
after defining fat cat as a 40-hour-per-
week derelict, | felt safe for life.

Y ou can imagine my dismay
afew years later whenlbegan warking
40 hours a week andhad answered the
call to preach. [t didn’t take me longto
stroke the fur of fat cat in a different
direction.

I remember my burning guiit when
colleagues who worked the same num-
ber of hours | did at the oak flooring
mill, told me in no uncertain terms that
I was getting a free ride on Sunday.
They deeply resented the fact that
anyone paid to hear me preach.

l confess that I've always been a fat

Confessions
- Of A Fat Cat

I discovered that to men who work-
ed in lumber yards or stores, a fat cat
was a preacher. To be a preacher

meant that you were lazy and probably

a thief. It seems that they all knew of at
least one preacher who quahf;ed on
one or both counts.

What a surprise awaited me after |

finished Bible College and began pas- -
toring churches full time. That’s when

I learned that in Christian service the
only job that truly mattered turned out
to be the one from which 1 just re-
signed.

A few church members
and numerous peaple in the commu-
nity at large let the new preacher know
that pastors were considered the com-
munity fat cats. Again, it seemed that
“everyone knew” that pastors slept
past 8:30 every momning and didn’t
work but three hours a week-you
know which three.

They almost made me believe it.
Neither I nor other local pastors could
preach enough sermons, officiate at
enough funerals, conduct enough Bible
studies, air enough radio programs,
visit in enough homes or knock on

enough doors to justify a full time

salary in the eyes of many, many
pecple.

Qddly enough, as soon as [ became
apastor, any number of people thought
that an honorable occupation for me
would be 40 hours a week hauling hay
or hoeing cotton. What [ used to do
was honest work, now that | wasn’t
deing it any more.

In God’s providence, 1
moved from pastoring churches to
another outreach in His vineyard, the
classroom. | became a teacher in a
Bible college. I was both pleased and
awed at the responsibility. But I may
never fully recover from the hurt in
some pastor's eyes when they discov-
ered that as a college administrator, all

[ did was teach 16 hours a week and

direct traffic at the academlc dean s
" desk,

And how could I tell men who
worked 40 hours a week in factories
and stores as] once worked, that] was
only teaching 16 hours? Some got the
impression that I literally only worked
16 hours a week and wondered what

-on earth I did to fill up the rest of my
-time. I found yet another of the nine

definitions for fat cat.

Again, some pastors let me know
that if [ reaily wanted to be meaningful
in God's program, I'd kick the fat cat
image and return to the pastorate.

Oncemorein God’s provi-
dence,  moved from the classroom to
the editor’s chair in a denominational
office. ] thought it was a workhouse.
Others didn’t share that opinion.

[ was amazed to iearn that I had
landed feet first in the ultimate fat cat
position of doing nothing but putting
out a 32-page monthly rag, which could
certainly be done in a motel room in

‘my spare time.as [ junketed cross
country from meeting to meeting at

denominationa! expense. And once
again there came the subtle implication
that I was at best a non-essential, and
aft worst a denominational leech.

But things can only get better from
here. | am now convinced that there
are no areas of service where a man
can work without being somebody’s
fat cat. And as soon as my tenure of
office is completed as editor, I plan to
return o being a pastoral fat cat or
perhaps a classroom fat cat or maybe
a 40-hour-per-week {umber yard fat
cat.

But until I spring from my present
cushy position, my only response to
overgrown tabby accusations is a purr-
ful “Meow!” &
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Challenge?\

to ...

Happened

By H. D. Harrison

n 1976, Dr. Roger C. Reeds, Gen-
eral Director of the Free Will Bap-
tist Sunday School Department,
cast the “25-Year Challenge” before
the National Association of Free Will
Baptists while in session at Tulsa,

Oklahoma.

The challenge in a nutshelt was as
follows. Churches in the denomination
were asked to increase their Sunday
School enrollments from 200,000 to 1
million by the year 2000. The slogan
was thus set forth—From 2 to 1 by 2.

The slogan was emblazoned on
pins. The department postal meter
kicked out letters with “Be one in a
million” stamped on the face. Other

buttons and bumper stickers cried
out, “I am one in a Million.”

Scores of pastors and lay persans
made their way to the altar in Tulsa
dedicating themselves to go home and
increase their Sunday School enroll-
ment.

Some usedthe Attack programas a
launching pad to get their program off
the ground. In short, the challenge was
faced and accepted.




The minutes of the National Asso-
ciation for 1976 show a church mem-
bership of 227,434 and a Sunday
School enrollment of 185,165, These
figures are only as accurate as report-
ing churches which make them or fail
to report at all. Generally speaking,
they are quite inaccurate.

A more accurate instrument of
measurement regarding enrollment
would be Sunday School curriculum
materials which are used by the teach-
er and the student., Such unit sales
made through the Sunday School and
Church Training Department indicate
that enrollment in 1974 approximates
225,678, These unit sales only reflect
student and teacher quarterly sales.

Many of those misty-eyed pastors
got up off their knees, went home and
set to work. By July, 1977, the Nation-
al minutes reveal a church member-
ship of 229,480 and a Sunday School
enroliment of 193,130.

However, the Sunday School teach-
er and student unit sales for 1977
reveal that 237,635 units were sold. A
more accurate reflection, and an in-
crease of nearly 12,000 over the previ-
ous year.

Ensuing years brought the oil cartel
with spiraling gasoline prices and in-
creased infiation. The bus ministry
across the denomination slowed, and
by 1981 had reduced itself to a crawl
while many churches either parked or
sold their buses.

The 1981 National Association min-
utes indicate a church membership of
216,848 and a Sunday School enroll-
ment of 178,203. The more accurate
picture, again, is revealed by the de-
partment’s unit sales to students and
teachers of 233,979,

Please bear in mind that these fig-
ures do not include any visitor’s lesson
leatlets sold, of which there has been
an average of 40,902 per year since
1976.

Neither is TeenMatie counted,
which is used as a quarterly by a
sizeable number of churches. Nor are
Free Will Baptist churches counted
who use only part of our literature or
none at ail. Neither does it account for
literature purchased but not used.

The approximate net increase in
enroliment based on unit sales used by
teachers and students for the six year
period is something over 8,000.

That is not a phenomenal increase.
The25-Year Challenge suggested that

our enrollment should have reached
400,000 by the end of 1980 and that by
1990 it be doubled to 800,000 and
finally to 1,000,000 by the year 2000,

These goals are not impossible
dreams. They can be accomplished.
The 25-Year Challenge alone will not
solve them. It is only a vehicle to be
used, a suggested guideline, or plan of
action.

This is not a fanciful scheme to
involve churches in some new pro-
gram. [t is solidly based upon the
principle set forth in the Great Com-
mission.

[ cannot speak with the authority of
the Apostle Paul when he said, under
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, “And all
things are of God, who hath reconciled
us to himseif by Jesus Christ, and hath
given fo us the ministry of reconcilia-
tion . . . 7 and “Now then we are
ambassadors for Christ . . . ” (Il
Corinthians 5:18, 20).

Neither canl speak with the author-
ity of our Lord when He said, “All
power is given unto me in heaven and
in earth, Go ye therefore . . . 7
{(Matthew 28:18, 19).

Now since Jesus commanded it and
Paulrepeated it, appeal for us to do it.
You see, the denomination is not
accountable to me, but to Him.

You are the key to any kind of
growth in your church. If you do not
set the pace, take the initiative, and
put a plan to work, it just won’t get
done. Increasing Sunday Scheol enroll-
ment is only a means to that end.

Here is an effective plan one church
used successfully. It was called Opera-
tion FRAN. It was simply a plan to
enlist church members to invite their
Friends, Relatives, Associates, and
Neighbors to Sunday School and
church.

Members were given a piece of
paper onwhich they were asked to list
several such friends, relatives, associ-
ates, and neighbors, and to spend
some time praying for the success of
their invitations. In addition, a group of
volunteers met for 15 minutes before
Sunday School each Sunday for a
month to pray for the success of the
simple plan. It worked!

Many were invited; enrollment in-
creased as some came and several
unsaved were saved and many new
prospects were gained.

A recent survey by a reputable
parachurch organization revealed the

following information on how people
came to Christ and joined a local
church.

6-8%-—walked in off the street
2-3%—attracted by some church
program
8-10%—drawn by the pastor himself
3-4%—had special needs met by the
church in its ministry
1-2%—responded through church
visitation program
3-4%—introduced to church
through Sunday School
0005%-—responded through evangel-
istic preaching services
70-80%—brought into the church
through a relative or friend

When we examine our own church
growth, it will generally follow this
same pattern. It has been around for a
long time.

Itwas truein New Testament times.
It is said of Lydia, “she was baptized
and her household” (Acts 16:15}. To
the Philippian jailer it was said, “Be-
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, and
thou shait be saved, and thy house”
(Acts 16:31-34),

In Acts 18:8 we are told that Crispus
“believed on the Lord with all his
house.” See also Luke 19:9, “this
house,”[ Corinthians 1:16, “the house-
hold of Stephanas,” Mark 2:14-15 and
Luke &:39.

These avenues of growth are natural
ways to grow; they are cost-effective
and fruitful. They furnish a backlog of
prime prospects for follow-up, they
bring a sense of accomplishment and
futfiltment to those involved, they can
be the means to winning entire families,
and they use existing relationships
already established.

We are a service agency of the
denomination. We stand ready to as-
sist you in any way that we can. The
filmstrip, The 25-Year Challenge, is
available for you to show to your
leaders and church. We have a variety
of promotional materials available. We
can furnish the information and the
inspiration; you must furnish the per-
spiration.

We'll be iooking to hear from you.
Write us or call us on the toll-free
WATS line at 1-800-251-5762. We want
to help. &

ABQUT THE WRITER: Reverend Harroid
Harrison is assistant director of the Sunday
School and Church Training Department.
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‘ ‘ e does not believe
who does not live ac-
cording to his belief.”

Thomas Fulier, quoted above, builds
his quote on two verses from James:

But wilt thou know, O vain man that faith
without works is dead? {James 2:20).

Therefore to him that knoweth to do
good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin
{dames 4:17).

If we know it is good to do the
church'’s work, it is sin if we fail to do
so. Putanother way, if we really believe
in Christ we follow His commission.

Why is it then that only about five
percent of all church members involve
themselves in the work of the local
church? Could it be that they do not
really believe?

Imagine this scene: A beautiful, Oc.
tober Saturday at a football game. As
vou bask in the sunlight, “vour team”
resplendent in bright new uniforms
runs onto the field (you can truthfuily
call them your team as you attend
every rally, fund raising event and
game; you encourage the coach and
players with ietters, gifts, dinners, etc.).

Your team receives the kickoff,
runs back 10 yards, then goes into a
huddle and stays there untii the officials
telt them “play, do something or forfeit
the game.” The team refuses to leave
the huddle, the game is forfeited. You
leave in disgqust!

Most church members never “leave
the huddle!” They attend church (the
huddle) but fail to involve themselves
in its scripture mandated activities.

Ifear that many who consider them-
selves alive in Christ will hear:

I know thy works, that thou hast a name
that thou livest, and arf dead (Rev. 3:1),

This article is supposed to answer
these two questions, “Why [ am in-
volved in my local church and How?”

Why I Am Involved

Some of the thoughts motivating
my involvement in the local church
follow:

Christ loved me, served me, saved me:
bids me love others, serve them, attempt
to get them to accept Him.

Christ loved the church, gave Himself for
it. I love the church, [ will spend my life
in its work.

1. In a praver group, a woman did
not pray as did others to be free from
drinking, swearing, and other fleshly
sins, rather she prayed:

Lord, please free me from my
easy chair!

The at-ease-in-Zion church has mem-
bers in every denomination, and Satan
couldn’t be happier because he knows
people will go to hell as a result of our
laziness. The redeemed must abandon
their easy chairs.

2. W. lan Thomas writes in The
Mystery of Godliness some lines that
motivate my involvement.

If the way you live your life as a Christian
can be explained in terms of vou, what
have you to offer to the man who lives
next door? The way he fives his life can
be explained in terms of him, and so far
as he is concerned, you happen to be
“religious”~~but he is not!

“Christianity” may be your hobby, but
it's not his, and there is nothing about the
way you practice it which strikes him as
at all remarkable! There is nothing com-
mendabie of which he does not feel
himself equally capable without the incon-
venience of becoming a Christian!

It is only when your quality of life
baffles the neighbors that you are
likely to impress them! It has got to
become patently obvious to others
that the kind of life you are living is not
only highly commendable, but that it is
beyond all human explanation. That it
is beyond the consequences of man’s
capacity to imitate, and however little
they may understand this, clearly the
consequence only of God’s capacity
to reproduce Himself in you.

3. Dr. R. Moody, psychiatrist, inter-
viewed several hundred persons who
had been declared clinically dead (all
vital signs were absent).

He writes that these individuals
reported seeing a light, feeling love and
peace beyond capacity of human de-
scription (joy unspeakable). This light,
described as “God”, “Jesus”, “pure
love” asked them a question that burns
into my mind.

What have you done with vour
life that you want to show me?

I want to have something to show
Him, don’t you?

How I Am Invoived

Beyond almost daily visitation,
church attendance and soul winning
activities, the Lord has motivated me
to: (1) teach a Sunday School class (I
have taught for 24 years), {2) conduct
a Bibie study, {3) participate in Bible
study for Christian Criminal Justice
Officials, (4) participate in the church
rest home service ministry, (5) coordi-
nate the Ten Brave Christians Pro-
gram described below:

The Ten Brave Christians Program
includes the following commitments:

1. Meet once each week to pray
together.

2.Give two hours time each week to
the local church (seif-surrender).

3. Give God 1/10t02/10 of earnings
(self-denial).

1. Spend 5:30-6:00 each morning in
prayer and meditation (self-control}.

5. Witness to others.

The prayer and meditation schedule
follows:

5:30-5:40 Read scripture for the day.
Pray and meditate on this
scripture. Write out in less
than 50 words how this
passage of scripture ap-
plies to our life,

5:40-5:50 Write out one totally un-
selfish and unexpected act
of kindness or generosity
that we will do today.
Name the person, then
act, during the day, vigor-
ously and with love and
compassion.

Keep a written record of
(1) the reaction of the
person toward whom the
kindness is extended and
{2) the effect of this act
upon us personally.
5:50-6:00 Write out carefully how
we would like to build and
develop our life. Go into
great detail if desired.
Take your time. Be
thoughtful and prayerful,
One well prayed out and
thought out sentence per
day would be excellent

progress.
#
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GET INVOLVED (From page 9)

As Ten Brave Christians we pray
for:

1. A sense of divine direction for our
lives.

2. An understanding of the need of
total surrender to His will.

3. Great strength of mind for the
development of self-discipline.

One man in the Ten Brave Chris-
tians Program, who experienced diffi-
culty awakening early prayed “Lord, if
you will help me, [ will get up at 5:30.”

He reported that he immediately
received the thought, “If you will get
up at 5:30, P helpyou.” Soit is, do and
He will help vou.

Remember, “A turtle only makes
progress when he sticks his neck out.”
Stick your neck out, get involved.

Also, remember Benjamin
Franklin’s wise words:

A man who does things makes many
mistakes but he never makes the biggest
mistake of all—doing nothing.

The time urgency of a Christian
with a purpose was captured by Caryle;

The woods are lovely, dark and deep, but
f have promises to keep and miles to go
before | sleep.

Before you sleep, get involved. Ask
yourselves in the morning:

What will I do with my life today that !
want to show God?

And at night:

What have l done with my life today that |
want to show Him?

If we fail to live our lives for Him and
for others, if we fail to get involved in
His church, then whatever faith may
be to others i is quite meaningless for
us, For the faith that counts is the faith
that works. [tis the faith that develops
in us awareness that God is our Co-
worker, and when we know that, we
know peace. &

ABOUT THE WRITER: MalKing s chief investi-
gator for the Ventura County District Aftorney’s
office in California. Mr. King is a member of the
Santa Pauila Free Will Baptist Church, Santa
Paula, California.

RECEIPTS:

State
Alabama
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Florida
Georgia
[daho |
[llinois
[ndiana
Kansas
Kentucky
Maryland
Michigan
Mississippi
Missouri
Naw Mexico
North Carolina
Ohio
Oklahoma
Tennessee
Texas

Virgin Islands
Virginia
West Virginia
Totals

Disbursements:

Executive
Foreign Missions
Bible College
Horne Missions
Ret. & Ins.
Master’s Men
Comm. on Theo.
Liberalism

Totals

‘Chank You For

VYour Contributions

‘Through the

Cooperative Channel...

November, 1981

Design. Non-design. Total Nov.’80 Yr.to date
$  93.00 3157082 § 166382 § $ 5,628.18
. 396.30
4,392.84 4,392.84 5,580.39 36,698.72

1,173.54 1,173.54 834.36 12,849.81

Ce 3,116.17 3,116.17 2,752.50 14,869 88

87.00 1,072.00 1,159.00 1,051.32 11,404 66

. 88.53 88.53 72.14 389.18
1,385.04 1,385.04 1,064 .45 11,773.69

50.00 50.00 50.00 200,00

ce .. C.. 210.55 1916.55

270.00 Ce 270.00 . 370.00

. 70.00 70.00 40.00 440.00
3,963.25 218.76 4,182.01 76.35 33,422.22
384.66 108.95 493.61 B 5,137.86
6,326.36 . 6,326.36 33,528.04 64,598.34
225.24
201.00 472.69 673.69 386.00 6,619.34

.. 1,016.40 1,016.40 1,599.60 11,636.58
18,020.09 9,087.30 27,107.39 6882.57 156,969.60
444,73 344.57 789.30 718.14 9,972.04
2.487.87 17119 2,665.06 226.89 23,242.31
... . .. 242.80 1,058.42

46.78 46,78 4041 7,010.90

.. 11.50 11,50 7.54 110.20
$32,277.96 $24,403.08 356,681.04 $55364.05 $416,940.02
$ 1,385.12 $ 7437.03 § 882215 § 542464 $100,317.51
21,347.02 4,326.33 25,673.35 19,928.95 163,132.91
2,792.18 4,326.33 7,118.51 442523 54,127.14
6,173.07 3,223.50 9,39.63 18,107.24 59,623.96
462,42 3,138.72 3,601.14 2,747.29 25,055.65
68.99 1,696.62 1,765.81 147143 12,335.57
49.16 254.49 303.65 259.27 2,346.84
$32,277.96 $24,403.08 $56,681.04  $55,364.05 $416,940.02




By Matilda Nordtvedt

emember the nursery rhyme?
“Rain, rain, go away, come
again some other day.”

As we grow older we do not want to
wish the rain away. We realize that
without it our lawns, gardens and
fields would wither and die. We need
rain.

We also need pain.

Sometimes our pain is physical—
the steady ache of arthritic limbs, the
sharp hurt that follows an operation,
the throbbing toothache or headache.

Sometimes our pain is mental or
emotional—distress over a wayward
child, anguish over the loss of loved
ones, deeply wounded feelings, a stark
loneliness.

Sometimes our circumstances give
us pain—we jose a job, are unable to
pay bills; we are forced to work with
uncongeniai people; we are tried by
numerous irritations and interruptions
in the home.

It is human to shrink from pain. Yet
painis necessary, a part of our school-
ing for eternity.

What an awesome thought that
God takes infinite care with each one
of us because He loves us so much.
When Job grew a bit cocky, the Lord
challenged him with: “Look on every
one that is proud, and bring him low”
(Job 40:12).

Imagine the magnitude of this task
alone. God must have a time keeping
His children humble! He has to pre-
scribe pain, permit failures and disap-
pointments, and allow criticism.

Sometimes He uses the painful way-
wardness of our own children to bring
us down to where we beiong. Elihu,
one of Job's friends, said of the Lord,
“Who teacheth like him?” (Job 36:22).

We have many things to learn. We
pray for patience, then complain when
God thrusts us into a position where
this grace must be exercised.

We pray to be more Christlike, then
recoil in surprise at the pain that
comes to us. Even Christ learned
obedience by the things He suffered.

When We Weep . ..

We ask to be used of God to help
those in need. God sends us pain to
make us able to help them.

—
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PAIN, PAIN (From page 11)

Mary Verghese, a young medical
doctor of India, was severely crippled
in a car accident. She suffered through
one operation after another with al-
most unbearable pain. At first she
gritted her teeth and endured the pain.

Gradually, however, she came to
the conciusion that she could do bet-
ter than that. With God’s help she
could use the pain to make her a better
doctor. From her wheelchair Mary
Verghese operated on hands crippled
by leprosy.

Now she had a degper understand-
ing of her patients, She had not only
learned to endure pain, she had also
learned to use it for the benefit of
fellow sufferers and the glory of God.

[ did not understand depressed peo-
ple whenwas busy, happy and enjoy-
ing life. Not until | walked through a
dark valley of depression myself was |
able to understand people and lend
thern a sympathetic ear and hand.

Paul talks about this in his second
letter to the Corinthians: “Who com-
forteth us in all our tribulation, that we
may be able to comfort them which
are in any trouble, by the comfort
wherewith we ourselves are comfort-
ed of God.”

The poet said it this way:

Measure thy life by loss instead of gain;
Not by the wine drunk, but by the wine
poured forth;

For love’s strength standeth in love’s
sacrifice;

And whoso suffers most has most to
give.

More Than
Tangled Threads

God uses pain to make us usable in
other ways, too. He had a great plan
for Joseph—ruling all of Egypt and
saving thousands from famine. Joseph
reached his throne by way of the slave
chain, Potiphar’s kitchen, and prison!
Instead of rebelling against these pain-
ful experiences, he used them as step-
ping-stones and opportunities.

Who knows what God is preparing
us in eternity? Will we rebel against the
painful training He is subjecting us to
now, or will we use every adversity?

We often quote Romans 8:28 and
skip over the verse following it, but to
be rightly understood they must be
taken together: “We know that all
things work together for good to them
that love God . . . for whom he did
foreknow, he aiso did predestinate to
be conformed tfo the image of his
Son.”

Yes, even the pain is part of the
process, Everything that God permits
to touch the life of His child, even that
which seems ali bad, works together
for his good. And what is our highest
good? To be conformed to the image
of Jesus Christ,

Pain can draw us to God. In the
17th century Madarme Guyon said that
she had learned to love the darkness
of sorrow because there she could see
the brightness of His face.

Solomon said, “Sorrow is better
than laughter: for by the sadness of the
countenance the heart is made better”
(Ecclesiastes 7

A godly bishop visited a town in
England immediately after a terrible
mine disaster. Speaking to relatives of
the entombed men, the bishop told of
an embroidered bookmark he had at
home. One side of the bookmark was
a mass of tangled threads that looked
like a mistake, but the other side
contained a beautiful pattern with the
words “God is Love.”

Soitis with us. The pain that comes
to us seems senseless, like a bad
mistake, but that is because we are
looking at it from the wrong side. In
eternity we will see the other side and
realize that even when permitting pain,
God is indeed love.

Until that day of clear, unclouded
vision, we accept by faith the fact that
God knows what He is doing in our
lives. Of course we will not look for
pain, but when it comes, we need not
panic and run, nor rebel and grow
bitter. We can use it in the way God
intended.

“All things are yours,” cried the
apostle Paul, “whether . . . the world,
or life, or death, or things present, or
things to come; all are yours” (I Co-
rinthians 3:21, 22).

Even the nasty letter, the unkind
remark, the crushing disappointment,
the unbearable trial. Because you are
God’s, there is treasure in the troubie,
a song in the sob, a purpose even in
the pain! A

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mrs. Matilda Nordived!
is a free lance writer who resides in Grand
Forks, North Dakota.
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Part two of athree part series about the Church
and the media.

The
Free
Will
Baptist
Hour

By Larry Hampton

it down. Relax. Close your
eyes, Now imagine a well-
equipped radio studio.

The technicians are college stu-
dents, broadcasting majors in the com-
munications program at Free Wil Bap-
tist Bible College in Nashville, Tennes-
see. Each one is busily engaged in
some aspect of preparing tapes for the
Free Will Baptisi Hour to be shipped
to stations across the nation.

Dr. Robert E. Picirilli records the
Free Will Baptist Hour in Studio A of
radio station WEFWRB, a 100,000 watt
operation located on the camipus of
Free Will Baptist Bible College. Tapes
of Dr. Picirilli's messages are shipped
to commercial stations around the
nation.

The Bible College Music Depart-
ment provides musical selections for
the 30-minute weekly program. Qut-
standing guest soloists frequently ap-
pear on the program.

In addition to preparing tapes for
the Free Will Baptist Hour, WEFWB
beams Christian programming to the
city of Nashville. Each year the college
graduates a dozen or more young
people who are thoroughly trained to
serve in the mushrooming field of
Christian radio.

The Free Will Baptist Hour is heard
in ai! 50 states and carried on over 200
stations. Each month thousands of
pieces of literature printed by Randall
House Publications are sent free upon
request to radio listeners.

The Bible College also offers a
series of video tapes to churches or
associations sponsoring Bible insti-
tutes. This series features master
teachers presenting study courses in
their fields of expertise.

Back To Reality

You canopen your eves now. If you
don’t see any voung people busily
working in a modern radio facility,
that’s because there are no broadcast-

ing majors at Free Will Baptist Bible
Coliege.

Radio station WFWB doesn’t exist.
Nor does a radio program called the
Free Will Baptist Hour. (The Radio
and Television Board did sponsor a
series of broadcasts in 1954 with Rev.
Homer E. Willis as the speaker.) No
free literature is sent out to listeners.
There are no video tapes available for
use in Bible institutes.

Though none of these ambitious
programs exist, they all could and
should. It’s high time Free Will Baptists
took advantage of the media as a
means of spreading the gospel. It's
high time the denomination produced
aregular radio or television broadcast—
preferably both!

That’s not to say Free Will Baptists
aren’t invoived in the media at all. A
survey of Contact Magazine for 1981
vielded the following information.

JimWalker, pastor of Woodbine FWEB
Churchin Nashville, TN has a 30-minute
Saturday morning program on radio sta-
tion WKDA,



Calvin Evans of Pedro, Ohio has an
extensive television ministry.

Huntsville FWB Church of Huntsville,
AR sponsors a weekly radio program
entitled “The Gospel Call” on station
KURM. Lonny Burks is the pastor.

Pastor George Lee of Victory FWB
Church in Goldsboro, NC has a daily
radio program at 6:35 a.m. Brother Lee
also has a five minute TV program each
evening (M-F) at 6:35 p.m.

Every Sunday afterncon from 3:00 to
4:00, retired FWB minister Ralph A.
Dean conducts a 60-minute radio pro-
gram on WEMM-FM in Huntington, WV.

Dann Patrick of Faith FWB Church
in Goldsboro, NC conducts an hour-long
TV program each Monday evening on
channel 13.

Guy F. Owens has a 15 minute daily
broadcast over KSUD in West Memphis,
AR. The program which is aired at 9:30
a.m., blankets sections of Arkansas, Ten-
nessee, and Mississippi.

Contact listed numerous other in-
dividuals who have had the opportu-
nity to be guests on a radio or televi-
sion program and explain their minis-
try or present a devotional message.

WhatIf. ..

Why should Free Will Baptists
launch a radio broadcast? The an-
swer’s simple. We have the truth. If we
don’t proclaim it, who will? We have
no right to decry the heresy filling the
airwaves if we are unwilling to broad-
cast the truth,

Why should Free Will Baptists spon-
sor a radio broadcast? Surveys reveal
99.9 percent of all American homes
have a radio. Most families have two or
more radios. Many cars are equipped
with a radio. Woridwide, there
is one radio for every four people.

How can this dream become a
reality? The first step might well be the
creation of a Radio-Television Com-
mission. This commission would be
elected by delegates to the National
Convention. At each annual session,
the commission would report to the
national body as do all other boards.

This group would have the responsi-
bility to select target cities to which the
broadcast would be beamed. It would
then be possible to ascertain the cost
of radio time in each market.

To begin, the program might be
carried in areas where there are strong

Free Will Baptist churches. One or
more of these churches could pay for
the air time in their locality. The pro-
gram could be followed by a “trailer”
such as this.

You have been listening to the Free
Will Baptist Hour from Nashville, TN,
Join us again next week when the First
FWB Church of Anytown, USA brings
yotthe Free Will Baptist Hour. The First
FWB Church is located at 123 Main
Street in Anytown. Worship with us this
Sunday. Sunday school begins at 9:45;
morning worship at 11.

(In case you have wondered why I
suggested calling the program the Free
Will Baptist Hour, there are basically
two reasons. First, it immediately iden-
tifies the sponsoring organization. Sec-
ond, it gives an indication of our theo-
logical position,)

In time the broadcast could be
carried in regions where FWB's are
starting works. Some day the program
might be exported to other English
speaking countries around the world.

The Radio and Television Commis-
sion would be responsible for securing
aspeaker for the broadcast. While Dr.
Robert E. Picirilli would certainly be an
excellent cheice, he isn’t lobbying for
the job, I simply chose him as one
exampie of a potential speaker for
such a program.

In a unique sense, the speaker on
this broadcast would be the unofficial
voice of Free Will Baptists. It wouid be
best to have a single speaker, since
this would enhance the listener’s ability
to recognize the program and identify
with the speaker.

While Free Will Baptist Bible College
isn’t the only possible broadcast site, it
is a logical one. A modern, weli-
equipped station on campus could do
double duty as a training facifity for
those interested in a life of service in
this ministry.

The Music Department of Free Will
Baptist Bible College could provide a
wide range of musical offerings. In
addition to a choir, quartets, trics, and
soloists the college also has a brass
ensemble. Of course there are numer-
ous gifted musicians throughout the
denomination who could participate in
this outreach.

The Best Encouragement

Whether or not a denominational

broadcast is ever recorded in radio
studios on the campus of FWBBC, the
Bibie College should be encouraged to
introduce a communications major.
The best encouragement | know of is
the money to underwrite such a pro-
aram.

Randall House Publications is well-
equipped to print materials for wide-
spread distribution. As the denomina-
tional publishing house, its resources
are readily available to be pressed into
service.

Perhaps the most easily realized
aspect of this dream is the production
of video tapes of master teachers,
Imagine a chain of Bible institutes
across the country offering Pauline
Writings taught by Robert Picirilli and
Systematic Theology taught by Leroy
Forlines.

The cost? For under $5000 the
Bible College could purchase the addi-
tional necessary equipment to fiim
class sessions in color and transfer
them to one-half inch video tape. To
use these tapes a Bible institute would
need a TV and a video recorder.

Many people already have video
recorders. If individuals can afford
such a purchase (video recorders start
at $600) for entertainment purposes,
surely an entire congregation could
and would underwrite the purchase of
one to provide a top notch training
program.

George Bernard Shaw - said “You
see things; and you say why? but [
dream of things that never were and 1
say why not.” May FWB'’s dream of
things that never were and bring them
to fruition for God’s glory. 4

ABQUT THE WRITER: Reverend Larry
Hampton is manager of the editorial division af
the Sunday School and Church Training De-
partment. He is a graduate of Free Will Baptist
Bibie College, Covenant Theological Seminary,
emd Wheaton Graduate Schoal.

Coming
Next Month ...

Teenagers
Speak Out!
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WOMAN (From page 17)

ministry based on the providential
qualities and characteristics of
womanhood, which of necessity
placed a great part of her ministry in
mothering and homemaking (Luke
6:13-16).

Interestingly enough, it was the
same characteristics that qualified
Mary, representative of womanhood,
for the ministry of bringing Jesus into
the world.

Jesus approves and
authorizes woman as an
aggressive carrier of the Gospel.

After revealing His messiahship
for the first time publicly to the
woman at the well in Sychar, He
placed no restraint on her as she
rushed away to share the news with
her friends. In fact, at their insistence
Jesus stayed over in Samaria and
many believed in Him because of the
woman’s testimony {John 4:39),

Jesus verified His acceptance of
woman as a trustworthy and valued
disciple with a role in witnessing and
revealing truth. After His
resurrection, He appeared first to
Mary Magdalene and commissioned
her to go to the disciples as the first
carrier of the message that ratified
the good news of salvation—His
resurrection (John 20:11-18).

Finally, Jesus loves
woman. As His life in the world
climaxed with His death,
resurrection and ascension to the
Father, He bought for woman—and
all believers-—identity and status.

Today’s woman, knowing Jesus as
Savior, knows who she is. She
knows she is, who God says she is,
not who the Abrams and Sarais say
she is.

She can rest secure in that
identity and status: a new person
destined to be conformed to the

image of Christ: a sacred temple
housing the Holy Spirit with full
membership in Christ’s body and
God's household; a joint-heir with
Christ, a holy priesthood with
citizenship in heaven; a daughter of
God, child of the King, with all rights
and privileges; a called-out, needed
and wanted disciple, commissioned
to minister.

And, as she walks through the
pages of Jesus’ life in the world, she
discovers His warm acceptance.

Like Hagar, after she came face to
face with the Angel of the Lord, she
declares, “] have seen the One who
sees mel” A

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mrs. Vernie H.
Hersey is @ member of Fellowship Free Will
Baptist Church, Antioch, Tennessee. She is a
free lance writer and is employed in the
Retirement and Insurance Department.




Association

By David Joslin

s Promotional Director for

Arkansas, it falls my responsi-

bility to be the last one to
leave the auditorium long after every-
one else has departed the annual state
convention site.

After checking to see that nothing
of importance has been left behind by
the hastily departed conventioneers,
and that all display tables are emptied
of merchandise and literature from
denominational agencies, I pause at
the altar for prayer to end one associa-
tional vear.

There at the altar another year is
immediately begun, by evaluating that
which has transpired only hours earlier.

It will be another 12 months befare
the next convention, but time passes
fast, so preliminary planning begins

early. Let me tell you how we plan the
Arkansas State Association.

First, we use a four-step plan called
POLE—Plan, Organize, Lead, and E-
valuate. Any state association will fit
into this frameworlk.

The meeting must be prayerfully
planned. Organization must be fol-
lowed by action. When the meeting is
over, the entire associational year must
be evaluated to see where improve-
ments could be made. This makes for
better planning in future sessions.

Six Months Qut

A committee, whether elected, ap-
pointed or delegated, should be re-
sponsible for the program. In Arkan-
sas, the moderator, assistant modera-
ter, clerk, and the promotional direc-
tor are delegated this task by the
association’s constitution.

’:—‘r.f'.
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The promotional director is respon-
sible to implement the plans. The
session to plan the program is usuatly
held six months prior to the state
meeting,

Speakers are selected on the basis
of theme, age (both younger and older
ministers are considered), geographi-
cal location within the state, and the
ability of the speaker to develop the
subject matter.

Our executive committee usually
selects the keynote speaker from out-
side the state. This acquaints our
people with the various phases and
personnel of our denominational work.

m—-
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newsfront

TRUSTEES VIEW FUTURE
NEEDS OF BIBLE COLLEGE

NASHVILLE, TN—The Free Will Bap-
tist Bible College board of trustees
checked several pieces of property,
including a large tract of land, as they
considered long-range plans for the
institution during the semi-annual
board meeting held in Nashville, De-
cember 1-2.

President Charles A. Thigpen says
that the college already has conditional
contracis to buy two buildings near
the campus. He is waiting for a ruling
by the zoning board as to whether
these buildings may be used as dormi-
tories. Both buildings are on the south
side of Richland Avenue, just past the
Activities Building.

The College Administration was
authorized to determine what sites
with acreage are available in the general
area of Nashville, should the college
eventually outgrow its present loca-
tion. Dr. Thigpen stressed that there
are no plans for moving the college
anytime in the near future.

Two factors—an anticipated enroli-
ment growth and the opening of the
new graduate school in August— have
spurred trustees to look into oppor-
tunities to eventually enlarge or move
the campus. Dr. Thigpen said, “The
board is committed to meeting what-
ever rneeds the coliege has, and is
considering long-range plans for the
institution.”

In other business, the trustees noted
that income to the coliege is holding up
well, especially following on the heels
of a gift deficit for 1980-81. General
fund gifts are $42,000 higher through
November than for the same period
last vear.

Martin

Jones

Wiggs

AUTHOR/TEACHER TO KEYNOTE
FWBBC BIBLE CONFERENCE

NASHVILLE, TN—Dr. Alfred Martin,
well-known author and Bible teacher,
will anchor the 1982 Bible Conference
at Free Wili Baptist Bible College,
March 7-11.

Speaking from the conference plat-
form with Dr. Martin will be North
Carolina Pastor Dennis Wiggs and
FWBBC faculty members Joe Jones
and Ken Riggs.

Dr. Alfred Martin filled faculty and
administrative roles at Moody Bible
Institute from 1949 to 1980, and is
presently on the facuity of Dallas Bible
College, Daltas, Texas.

Dr. Martin has written two books
which were published by Moody Press,
and has written eight courses used by
Moody Bibie Institute in their corre-
spondence school. He has co-authored
three books and a Bible study series
with his wife, Dorothy.

Professionally, Dr. Martin served
10 years on the Executive Committee

of the American Association of Bible
Colleges as a member, vice president,
and president. He is a member of the
Advisory Board of the Christian Bible
Society.

Reverend Dennis Wiggs, the other
non-faculty conference speaker, has
pastored Free Will Baptist churches
for 20 years in North and South Caro-
lina. He has pastored First FWB
Church, Beaufort, North Carotina,
since 1971.

The 44-year-old North Carolina na-
tive is a graduate of Bob Jones Univer-
sity and Columbia Bible College. He
served six years on the Foreign Mis-
sions Board.

FWBBC faculty members Joe Jones
and Ken Riggs complete the 1982
speaker team. Jones teaches speech
and drama at the college. Dr. Riggs is
director of student teaching. He joined
the college faculty in 1971.

KANSAS CHURCH TO LAUNCH CLASS FOR THE BLIND

MERRIAM, KS--New Hope FWBRB
Church, Metriam, already has a teach-
er, students and the space for a Sun-
day School class for the blind, accord-
ing to Pastor Virgil Noien.

New Hope Church plans to use 17-
vear-old Becky Lay, a junior at the
Kansas School for the Blind, to con-
duct the class for six other of her
classmates.

Becky Lay, winner of eight medals
ininternational competition at Mexico
City, is active in the mission work in
Merriam. Versatile Becky won three
medais in swimming, four in track, and
one in goalball.

Pastor Nolen says, “I've been so

impressed with this young lady’s abili-
ties that I've asked her to teach a
Sunday School class for the blind here
in our mission work.”

However, Nolen concludes that his
search for a braille Bible may be a long
one since there are long waiting lists
for free copies.

Meanwhile, Becky Lay continues
her daily training program which in-
cludes weight lifting and running. Last
year she ran 12 miles a day getting
ready for the 10-kilometer run before
the Macy’s Marathon. Becky has been
astudent at the Kansas School for the
Blind since the age of five.

—)
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newsfront

{continued)

Cecil and Jewell Campbell

MISSOURI PASTOR
CELEBRATES 50 YEARS
IN MINISTRY

STELLA, MO—Friends, relatives, and
colteagues gathered in Jones Chapel
FWB Church, Stella, on September 4,
1981 to celebrate 50 years in the
ministry for Reverend Cecil H.
Campbeil.

The “This is Your Life” format was
directed by his wife, Jewell Campbell,
and included letters, tapes and cards,
as well as the participation and coop-
eration of many friends from surround-
ing states.

Reverend Campbell was licensed to
preachin the Jones Chapel Churchon
September 4, 1931, He has pastored
15 churches in Missouri and North
Carolina. He currently pastors Oska-
loosa FWB Church in Liberal, Mis-
souri.

The highlight of the 50-year celebra-
tion came when Rev. Campbell’s son
and daughter gave their tributes to the
man they knew as both “Pastor” and
“Daddy.” The moving tributes were
presented by Reverend Lewis
Campbell (Conway, AR) and Judy
Campbell Bird (Washington, D.C.}.

The occasion included appearances
by Reverend Campbell’s 94-year-old
mother; by Loyd and Bertha Johnson,
the first couple he married in 1933; and
by Elbert and Lucille Mallard who
brought taped greetings from Sher-
wood Forest FWB Church in New
Bern, NC.

ENLARGEMENT CAMPAIGN SPARKS GROWTH

NASHVILLE, TN—The annual fall en-
largement campaign promoted by Free
Will Baptist Sunday School and
Church Training Department sparked
substantial growth, with churches re-
portingincrease surges averaging38.41
percent.

The “Count On Me, Lord” theme
was put into practice by participating
congregations from 22 different states.

Special award recognitions go to
the following first and second place
WINNers:

SPRING CAMP,

DIVISION CHURCH AVG. AVG. INCREASE
A 1st First, Farmington, MO 6503 776 2869 %
2nd West Tulsa, Tulsa, OK 568 661.25 16.42 %
B 1st Faith, Goldsboro, NC 470 530 1277 %
2nd Eastside, Elizabethton, TN 407 455 1179 %
C 1st Mt Calvary, Hookerton, NC 369 390.75 .0589%
2nd Wooedbine, Nashvilie, TN 340 342 {0059%
D 1st  Bethany, Timmonsvitle, SC 222.42 348 56.46 %
2nd Horse Branch, Turbeville, SC 216 306.5 4190 %
E 1st Calvary Fellowship, Fenton, MO 158 232.25 4699 %
2nd Yorkshire, Manassas, VA 156 216 3846 %
F 1st Jenks, Jenks, OK 101 149.75 48.27 %
2nd Mti. Calvary, Perryman, MD 112 156 35.29 %
G 1st First, Salem, OR 91 195.25 114.56 %
2nd New Home, Mt, Pleasant, AR 62 109.5 7661 %
H 1st First, Boise, D 10 31 210 %
2nd Laurel, Charlotte, NC 13 33.25 155.77 %
{ 1st Early, Brownwood, TX 10 217 117 %
2nd Crossroads, Effingham, iL 12 19 5833 %

FWBBC LOGS ATTENDANCE RECORD AT “WELCOME DAYS”

NASHVILLE, TN--A record 255 pro-
spective students and their sponsors
attended Free Will Baptist Bible Col-
lege’s fall recruitment event Decem-
ber 3-5, according to Registrar Charles
Hampton.

Visitors came from 68 Free Wili
Baptist churches in 13 states. Girls
numbered 110; boys 77; and sponsors,
68,

The Welcome Days guests were
treated to programs with a holiday
flair. The instrumental ensemble played
Christmas carols in the student lounge
and gave a concert that included a
medley of Christmas songs. The Christ-
mas play, “The Other Wise Man,” was
presented by drama students.

By states, the visitors numbered:

Alabama 30
Colorado 1
Georgia 33
Hlinois 4
Indiana 8
Kentucky 14
Michigan 5
Missouri 11
North Carolina 90
Chio 2
South Carolina 21
Tennessee 32
Texas 4

The next Welcome Days is sched-
uled for April 8-10, 1982. Requests tor
information and reservations may be
sent to Dr. Hampton, in care of the
college.



REV. BEN PIXLEY, 91, WITH THE LORD

FORT SMITH, AR —Reverend
Benjamin Pixley, retired Free Will Bap-
tist minister, died November 6, 1981 at
Fort Smith, Arkansas at the age of 91.

Brother Pixley’s ministry spanned
62 years; he was ordained May 25,
1919. During his active ministry, he
pastored 12 churches, preached more
than 8,000 sermons, organized 10
churches, preached 500 funerals, and
enjoyed an extensive evangelistic out-
reach.

The Rudy, Arkansas native pas-
tored his first church at the age of 29
when the 88 FWB Church near Rudy

called him as pastor. He served there
17 years, The last 16 years of his
ministry he pastored Non FWRB
Church, Calvin, Oklahoma, before re-
tiring at the age of 69.

Reverend Pixley married Mary Lou
Baxter on December 10, 1911. The
couple had six children; Eulima, Belva,
Rupert, Gilbert, Leah, and Emma May.

Funeral services for Reverend Pixley
were conducted November 9, 1981 at
First FWB Church, Fort Smith, where
his sonRKupert pastors. The Reverends
Leonard Crowder, E. E. Morris, and
H. D. Shipley officiated.

RENOVATED RANDALL HOUSE REDEDICATED

NASHVILLE, TN—Fallowing exten-
sive external renovation, the Randall
House Publications building was dedi-
cated anew during special open house
services held December 10, 1981.
Director Roger C. Reeds presided
over the event. Members of the Sun-
day School and Church Training Board
were present since a reqularly sched-
uled board meeting was in progress.
After special music by John Gibbs,
board mernber Dale Burden of Virginia

Beach, Virginia was presented a special
plaque to honor him for 15 years of
writing the Bible Scholar. Reverend
Burden then brought the dedicatory
message.

The prayer of dedication for the
building and department personnel
was led by the Board Chairman Milton
Worthington of Royal Oak, Michigan.

Many friends, national office person-
nel, business associates, and well-
wishers shared the occasion.

Rev. Ralph Hampton, Sr., and son, Jim.

COLLEAGUES HONOR
RALPH HAMPTON, SR.

SHAWNEE, OK--Friends and rela-
tives from across the United States
gathered at Westgate Free Will Baptist
Church in Shawnee, Oklahoma, No-
vember 29, 1981 to honor Reverend
Ralph C. Hampton, Sr.

Ralph Hampton, 66, was ordained
October 29, 1938 at [ron Chapel Free
Will Baptist Church near Blanchard,
Oklahoma. He has pastored 14
churches in Oklahoma, Texas and
California during his more than 40
years in the ministry. He organized the
North Medesto Church (CA).

Hampton served as moderator of
the California State Association for
five years during the 1950’s. He was
also California’s Promotional Secre-
tary for five years. In addition, he has
held numerous posts in various district
associations where he has pastored.

Reverend Hampton, who married
Lucille Jackson on December 3, 1933,
is the father of four sons. Three of
them are Free Will Baptist preachers,
as is his oldest grandson.
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WANTED: RADIO/TV INFORMATION

Later this year, CONTACT plans to
publish a list of all Free Wiil Baptist
radio and television programs. We
need your help to compile the list of
programs.

We are asking every Free Will Bap-
tist pastor, church or individual invoived
in radio and television outreach to
cooperate in this project.

Your program(s) will be included in
the CONTACT list only if we hear from
vou by April 5, 1982,

How many Free Will Baptist church-
es sponsor radio or television pro-
grams? No one knows for sure, but
with your assistance we can have an
accurate count,

FREE WILL BAPTIST RADIO/TV SURVEY

Program Name

Sponsored by

(Church/individual)

Speaker
Day(s) of Week: 0O Mon.

O Tues,

Time of Day Aired

Program Frequency: [0 Monthly
OWed. O Thurs,

Cost of Program

Type Program: ORadio OTV OBoth
Heard/Seen Over Station(s):

How is cost underwritten?

{City) (State)

O Weekly O Daily

OFri. OSat. OSun.

Program Length

(Calt Letters}

When did program(s) begin?

(City, State)

Please send to: CONTACT, P.O. Box 1088
Nashuville, TN 37202

23/CONTACT/Feb. 82



24/CONTACT/Feb, '82

MATURITY, UNITY MARK LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

NASHVILLE, TN—Fifty-eight Free
Will Baptist ieaders from 18 states met
for the 1981 Leadership Conference
December 9-11, at Nashville’s Execu-
tive [nn.

The 1981 theme, “Denominational
Business is Qur Business,” revealed a
marked maturity among the leaders
toward unity, understanding, and
denomination-wide financing, accord-
ing to Executive Secretary Melvin
Waorthington. The agenda included 12
plenary sessions focusing on topics
which ranged from a study of Free Will
Baptist leadership to a call for denomi-
national unselfishness.

State moderators and promotional
officers were joined by National Office
personnel in the three-day business/
leadership probe. Four sessions fo-
cused on financing state and national
projects, while one session dealt with
ministers and taxes.

The conference featured a Thurs-
day evening leadership banquet where
FWBBC Dean Robert Picirilli ad-
dressed 50 conferees on “Denomina-
tional Usefuiness.” In a move to answer
questions concerning denominational
hospitalization insurance, the Depart-
ment of Retirement sponsored a Fri-
day morning breakfast for all the con-
ferees, followed by a 45-minute inter-
change.

Seminar leader Milton Worthington
(M} pled with the leaders not to

(L) Herbert Waid (GA), Gene Norris (iL)

“sacrifice the essential on the altar of
the immediate.” Department of Retire-
ment Director Herman Hersey urged
the men “to develop a system of
stewardship that will move us from
financial management by crisis.”

Other speakers in the 12-session
conference inciuded: Missouri Promo-
tionalSecretary Clarence Burton, Sun-
day School and Church Training Di-
rector Roger Reeds, Tennessee State
University Professor Douglas
Simpson, FWBBC Professor Leroy
Forlines, Arkansas Promotional Direc-
tor David Josiin, Sunday School and
Church Training Assistant Director
Malcolm Fry, and FWE Executive
Secretary Melvin Worthington.

The men traveled to 114 Bush Road
in Nashville Thursday afternoon and
shared in the open house and dedica-
tion of Randall House’s refurbished
property.

(L) Wallace Hayes (TN}, Keith Kenemer (GA)

(L) Billy Walker {TX), Millard Sasser (MO)

(L} Larry Hughes (TN), Archie Ratliff {IN}, Tim Hackett (IN}




FWBBC Dean Robert Picirilii speaks at Leader-
ship Banquet

Quantity

. Denominational Unity
Clarence Burton

— Present Denommahona] Fmancmg
Herman Hersey Do

— Denominational Leadershlp Since
1935 C .
'Roger Reeds

___ The Minister and His Time
M]!ton Worthmgton _

S Denommahcnal Understandlng :
Doug]as Simpson |

ww The Minister and His Taxes
Clarence Lewis

olfenbarger (OH), Clarenge Wérkﬁénx {OH}, Paul Kennedy (CA}

(L) Charles Cooper (M), J. B.

1981 L eadership Conl_'eren_ce Tapes

1-4 tapes $3.00 each
5-8 tapes $2.50 each
9 or more $2.25 each
Complete set $25.00 -

___ Denominational Usefulness
' Robert Picirili

e Denominational Loya]ty C
Leroy Forlines

— PrOJected Denommanonal Flnancmg
Melvin Worthmgton "

S _ Potential Denommatlonal Financing
Melvin Worthington .

—_ Puttmg the Cooperatlve Plan nto
Practice ~ -~ .
Davnd Joslin -

. Denommatlcnal Unselflshness
Malcolm Fry :

arney (M1}, Billy Samms (WV)

Postage/ handling—1-2 tapes, add .50
3 or more, add $1.00

Make checks payable to
Sandy Goodfellow.

For mail orders mail to:
Sandy Goodfeliow
3606 West End Avenue
Nashwille, TN 37205

Name

Address

City State _ _ Zip
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Currently . . .

After spending 17 days in hospitais
recovering froma heart attack, TX Execu-
tive Secretary Allen Moore called to
express thankstoallthe CONTACT read-
ers and other Free Will Baptists across the
United States who prayed for him during
his time of hospitalization. Brother Moore
is now operating on a limited schedule,

They call it the “Hallelujah Hour” at
Donelson FWB Church. As it turns
out the “Hallelujah Hour” is the newly
adopted name for the Sunday evening
service. Members declare that the name is
appropriate. Robert Morgan pastors
the Nashville, TN congregation.
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CONTACT weicomes the newsletter of
Bay Branch FWB Church, Tim-
monsville, SC. Kenneth Upright
pastors.

In an effort to systematically minister fo
many people who request assistance in
some form, members of Calvary Fellow-
ship FWB Church, Fenten, MO,
began a provision closet. Each week mem-
bers bring non-perishable food items and
stockpile them for distribution as needs
arise. Jerry Norris pastors.

The Pilgrim’s In Faith FWB
Church, Kellyville, OK, was organized
December 4, 1981, according to Pastor
Larry Tuttle. The group has purchased
two prime acres on Highway 66 and is the
only church located in a 75-mile stretch on
the highway. Their goal is to have the
$10,000 fand purchase completely paid by
Easter.

With Home Missionary Bil Fulcher
coordinating the effort, Woodbine FWB
Church, Nashville, TN, conducted its
first Spanish-speaking Sunday School class
in November. The new students numbered
five—one from Mexico, one from Bolivia,
and three from Cuba. Jim Walker pas-
tors.

CONTACT welcomes THE MES.
SENGER, publication from the TX Mis-
sion District Association,

Juan of the Cross, a Cuban FWB
pastor and his family, spoke at Holly-
wood FWB Church, Hollywoed, FL,
in November. Juan gave his testimony
which was translated by Tom Willey.
Juan and his family soon left to begin a
mission among the spanish-speaking peo-
plein CA. Larry Montgomery pastors.

Ricky Smith volunteered to mow,
water and trim the church yard at Rocky
Mount FWB Church, RockyMount,
NC, during the summer. He said that he
felt it was a service he could do for the
Lord. He did such an outstanding job that
the congregation presented him with a
framed certificate of appreciation. Glenn
Hill pastors.

Farmington FWB Church, Farm-
ington, MO, conducts a weekly radio
pregram on station KRE! Sundays at 7:30
a.m. During this time, Pastor James
McAHister preaches and plays tapes of
songs from the worship service,

When Pastor Appreciafion Sunday con-
cluded at United FWB Church, Brvan,
TX, Pastor Dale Smith and his wife had
$150 qift certificates each and their two
sons had baseball gloves,

First FWB Church of Early, TX,
was organized in October and cailed Roy
Dale Smith as pastor.

Pleasant Acres FWB Church,
New Bern, NC, celebrated its silver
anniversary in November according to
Pastor Dean Dobbs. FormerPastors T.
O. Terry, Gene Qutland, and Larry
Stevens, were present for the occasion.
The church broke Sunday School atiend-
ance records with a high of 325 and topped
it off with 400 in the preaching hour. The
building fund was launched with a $7,380
offering.

Here’s another item from Farmington
FWB Church in Farmington, MO, [t
seemns that on October 25, 1981, when
1,093 attended on Sunday morning, 86
people made a decision for Christ that day.
Pastor James McAllister said the group
established a new record Sunday School
attendance during October with an 852
average. Congratulations.

Pastor Tommy Street of Friend-
ship FWB Church, Ashland City,
TN, is all smiles. The smiles resulted from
Pastor Appreciation Day which included a
pastoral pay raise, a food pounding and a
love offering of $300.

Mt. Calvary FWB Church, Hook-
erton, NC, voted to give a 54 passenger
bus to a new mission getfing started in
Charlotte, NC, Johnny Pike works
with the mission and Jack Cox pastors
the generous Mt. Calvary Church.

CONTACT welcomes THE CHURCH
BULLETIN, a 12-page monthly newsletter
published by the Route 60 FWB
Church, Kenova, WV, Ed
Hutchinson pastors.

Ground breaking ceremonies for a
$250,000 dining hall were cbserved No-
vemnber 14 at Camp Calebin KY. Guest
speaker for the occasion was Nashville
based evangelist Homer Willis.

We regret to report that the Davisport
FWB Church burned on November 2.
Pastor John Runyon said the fire caused
a total loss of building and furnishings.

CONTACT weicomes THE MES-
SENGER, publication of First FWB
Church, New Castle, DE, Richard
Atwood pastors.

And finally on the lighter side. You
remember reading in the January Currently
column about the AR preacher who
climbed the persimmon tree and shot a
four-peint buck with a bow and arrow?
Would you believe that when Pastor
Randv Scott returned to First FWB
Church in Star City, AR, he and
member Danny Case had to do some
fancy stepping in order to kill a snake that
slithered into the front door during Bible
study! A
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The Free Will Baptist Pulpit

.- Garnett Reid, Pastor

Cross Timbers Free Will Baptist Church, Nashville, Tennessee

'When Poverty Brings Wealth

Scripture—II Corinthians 8:9

Introduction

The letters of Paul abound with beautiful, concise word
pictures of redemption. None of these passages is any
lovelier than this simple 30-word verse, “volumes in a line,”
describing the wonder of salvation.

Set in the context of Christian giving, these words
convey the infinite price God paid to save man., We dare
not spurn such a gracious offer! We must receive Christ
and His redemption by faith; through His poverty, we are
made rich.

Theme: The Son of God left heaven to die on the cross for
sinners so that those sinners might receive the
riches of salvation.

We note three truths that comprise this redemption:

I Redemption’s Person: A Gracious Savior
“For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ . . . ”

A. The fact of His deity—He is God
1. Seen in His titles {Mt. 16:16; Jn. 20:30.31, 1:1,

20:28)

2. Seen in His attributes (Heb, 13:8, 9:26: Gal.
2:20b)

3. Seen in His works (Col, 1:16; Mark 2:5-12; Jn.
5:22)

B. The fact of His humanity—He is man
1. Seen in His names (Mt. 1:23; Lk. 1:31, 19:10; 1
Tim. 2:5)
2. Seen in His characteristics (Lk. 2:6-7, 2:40, 52;
Heb. 2:14, 4:15; Jn. 4:6, 11:35; Mt. 4:2)

II. Redemption’s Price: A Great Sacrifice
#. .. that, though he was rich, vet for your sakes he
became poor . .."”

A, A place of exaltation
1. Present with the Father {Jn. 1:1)
2. Preeminent with the Father (Col. 1:17-19)
3. Glorified with the Father (Jn. 17:5)

B. The act of incarnation
1. The nature of the incarnation (Jn. 1:14; Phil.
2:5-11)
2. The purpose of the incarnation {Heb. 9:26b)

C. A posture of humiliation

1. His servanthood (Mark 10:45; Phil. 2:7)
2. His substitution (Il Corinthians 5:21)
3. His satisfaction (Rom. 3;23-26)

HI. Redemption’s Provision: A Glorious Salvation
“. .. that ye through his poverty might be rich.”

A. This salvation deals with our condemnation.
1. The reason for condemnation (Rom. 3:10, 19,
23)
2. The severity of condemnation (Jn. 3:36; Rom.
5:12; Rev, 20:15)
B. This salvation provides our justification.
1. The meaning of justification (Il Cor. 5:21)
2. The provision of justification {Rom. 3:24)
3. The condition of justification (Gal. 2:16)
4. The result of justification (Rom. 5:1-5)
C. This salvation supplies cur sanctification.
1. The definition of sanctification {Rom. 12:1-2)
2. The development of sanctification {1 Cor. 6:11;
Rom. 6:12-14; [ dn. 3:2)
3. The design of sanctification {(Rom. 8:29)

Conclusion

A beggar known as “Eddie the Monkey Man” died
recently. He was a pari-time panhandler, apparently a
pauper, who lived in a flophouse in Washington, D.C. Yet
upon his death, authorities learned that Eddie left an estate
valued at nearly $700,000. To everyone’s amazement, the
supposed beggar actually possessed a bonanza!

God has provided a far more valuable prize, an eternal
treasure, for poor, undeserving sinners. That price is ours
through His Son, Jesus Christ. In Him we become heirs of
the Father, “having nothing, yet possessing al} things” (Il
Cor. 6:10b). 4
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