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By Matilda Nordtvedt

ome Christians make their

plans, then ask God to bless

those plans. God has not
promised to bless our selfish choices.
He has a plan for every one of His
children, one that glorifies Him.

This matter of finding God’s will
often baffles us, however. If only we
couid see with our physical eyes the
pillar of cloud and pillar of fire leading
us as the Israelites of long ago did,
we would gladly follow. But much of
the time we are uncertain as to
which direction to take,

George Muller, who was used of
(God to care for hundreds of orphans
during his lifetime, learned to closely
follow the Lord’s quidance in all his
affairs. But he did not learn how to
do this in a day.

Y ou may be surprised to learn
that this great man of faith, when a
new Christian, resorted to casting
lots to determine God'’s will, Shouid

How Can

I Find

God’s Will?

he not apply to a certain missionary
society? If he won a prize in the
lottery, he would take that to mean
God wanted him to apply. He won a
prize, applied and was turned down
by the missionary society.

George Muller realized through
this experience that casting lots was
not the way to determine God’s wiil
in a matter. He learned that there
was only one way to determine
God's will—through waiting upon
Him in Bible reading and believing
prayer.

He came to the conclusion that if
he felt any uncertainty whatever as
to a course of action, he should
continue to wait until he was sure.

Sometimes we cannot determine
God's wili for us because we are
already set on our own will, We
imagine we want God's will, but are
really only seeking God's approval of
our own plans,

The people of Judah who
remained in the land after
Nebuchadnezzar carried most of the
nation away captive, asked the
prophet Jeremiah to pray to the
Lord for quidance for them. Should
they remain in their land or go to
Eaypt where they would feel safer
from Nebuchadnezzar’s forces?

They told the prophet that they
woulld do whatever the Lord showed
him was His will for them. But when
Jeremiah told them the Lord wanted
them to stay in the land and that He
would bless them if they did, they
accused him of speaking falsely!

The truth of the matter was that
they had already made up their
minds what they wanted to do—go
to Egypt. When God’s will conflicted
with theirs, they insisted it was not
God’s wilt at all (Jeremiah 42 and 43).

Some years ago | had an urge to
write a letter of censure to a loved
one, criticising him for a certain
course of action. | prayed about it,
asking God if I should or should not
write the letter.

[ should have realized that the
uneasiness and uncertainty in my
heart was God’s way of telling me |
should not write the letter, but |
wanted to, so went ahead anyway.
The letter did no good, only
produced hurt feelings and
misunderstanding. How [ regretted
sending it!

| tearned the hard way not to do
my own will under guise of God'’s
quidance, but to wait for His leading.

At one time in George Muller’s life
he felt led to take a prolonged trip to



Germany for the dual purpose of
strengthening the Christians there
and publishing his “Narrative” (story
of his life) in the German language.
Five obstacles stood in his way: three
regarding finances and two regarding
personnel to take his place at the
orphanages during his absence.

As Muller prayed, the situation
worsened instead of getting better,
but he was not daunted. If it was the
Lord’s will, which he believed it was,
God would remove the obstacles.

He writes: “l had a secret
satisfaction in the greatness of the
difficulties which were in the way. So
far from being cast down on account
of them, they delighted my soul; for |
only desired to do the will of the
Lord in this matter.”

After 40 days of praying, the Lord
sent George Muller a large check
which removed three of the
obstacles. A few weeks later the
others were also removed and the
Mullers were able to leave for their
mission in Germany.

The Psalmist tells us: “The meek
will he guide in judgment; and the
meek will he teach his way” (Psalm
25:9).

Mr, A. T. Pierson, George
Muller’s biographer, comments:
“One sure sign of this meekness is
the entire restfulness with which
apparent obstacles to any proposed
plan of action are regarded. When
waiting and wishing only to know and
do God’s will, hindrances will give no
anxiety, but a sort of pleasure, as
affording a new apportunity for divine
interposition.”

This is the opposite of scheming
or taking matters into our own
hands. | have tried both, to my
sorrow and confusion. When | leave
matters with the Lord, however, He
works everything out to the minutest
detail.

Yes, divine guidance is for every
Christian, It is possible to know
God’s will as surely as we know Him,
if we wait and allow Him to lead. But
our hearts must be willing to do His
will, to want His will and nothing else.
When our own will gets out of the
way, the Lord is able to lead us as
surely as He did the Israelites in the
wilderness. 4
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By Trula Cronk

bird can gonine days without

food, some say, while a man

can go 12 days and a dog 20.
Turtles can go 500 days without eating.
A snake can survive an 800-day fast. A
fish can survive for 1000 days on water
alone, and certain insects will still be
alive after 1200 days without food.

[have often wondered how long the
spiritual man survives when denied his
ordinary food, the Word of God. Job
said, “ [ have esteemed the words of
his mouth more than my necessary
food.”

Qur Lord said, “Man doth not five
by bread alone, but by everyword that
proceedeth out of the mouth of the
Lord doth man five.” To our spiritual
lives the WORD is bread and meat to
eat, milk to drink and honey for des-
sert.

Although the Lord Jesus is the
Living Word, in His flesh He lived and
died and rose again “according to the
scriptures.” When He spoke, His refer-
ence point was the written Word, “it is
written,” “Have ve not read?” “What
saith the scriptures?”

Just as He found in the written
Word the plan for His own earthly life,
He leaves in the written Word the
picture of what He wants our lives to
be.

The Bible is not simply our only rule
book, it is our necessary food. Negiect
it and we either die in our spirits or
remain forever stunted Christians with-
out glow, joy or bounce. The word
pictures in the Bible of what the re-
deemed life should be makes me
hunary for more and more.

The Word of God is power packed.
When stored in the heart it energizes
the total life. Daily Bible study under
the direction of the Holy Spirit and

with the help of competent study guides
is essential to Christian growth. But
the extra vitamin which adds the viva-
city to life comes fram memorizing the
Word.

When mv husband

Dan andl first went to India as mission-
aries, we didn’t know the language well
enough to lead anybody to the Lord,
but the Lord sent to us two teenaged
boys. We knew there were only two
ways we could help them. One was
that we should ourselves be living
epistles displaying the Word in our
behavior. The other was to put God's
Word into their hearts and minds in
their own language.

We persuaded them to memorize
Bible verses in Bengali. We chose 100
verses, and as an incentive promised
them a trip to Darjeeling when they
were all memorized. They set their
minds to the task and in a very short
time could say all hundred verses at
one sitting.

We gave them their week in the
jewel of the Himalayas where people
from all over the world come to look at
Mount Everest. But the pear! of great
price became theirs when each boy
came to believe in the Lord and accept
Him as Savior as the Holy Spirit re-
vealed Him to them through their own
language memorized from God’s
Word.

Throughout our years in India we
gave scripture memorizing a foremost
place as we tried to teach new Chris-
tians to live by the Word. For those
who couldn’t read, it was the only way
they could be sure of having spiritual
food when therewas no onearoundto
read to them.

For those who could read, the
memorized verses gave them a sure
word of testimony which they could
share, even though their own words
might be shy and stammering.

How about vou? Doyou
have enough Word stored in vour
heart to direct a person in the way of
salvation and to give him the assurance
afterwardthat a transaction has actual-
ly taken place?

While most of us, no doubt, keep a
Bible at hand, thereis always a chance
that today may give place to an emer-
gency in which someone will desper-
ately need to find the way home and
the words you can give him from your
heart will be his only hope. Can you

give out of your own storehouse ali he
would need to believe and be saved?

Is there enough Word in your heart
and mind to keep you sensitive to sin
in all its wily forms and to cause you to
seek immediate cleansing? There is
nothing that keeps me more aware of
the right way and more heartbroken
over sin than the frequent repeating of
Galatians 5:19-25.

What a vivid contrast between the
works of my sinful flesh and the Work
of the Holy Spirit bearing fruit through
me, between the awful warning that he
who does the works of the fiesh shall
not inherit the kingdom and the prom-
ise that “He that soweth to the Spirit
shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.”

A voung Indian came
weeping to prayer meeting one morn-
ing. He had been convicted of sin from
reading I Timothy 2:8. “It means,” he
said, “that [ must not lift up my unclean
hands to the Lord.”

Later in the morning Dan found him
still weeping, but now he was con-
fessing his sin and beaging for cleansing

so he could join in the day of prayer. .

He had learned early that “If [ regard
iniquity in my heart the Lord will not
hear me.”

When the heart is filled with the
Word, the Holy Spirit will take that
Word and draw us back to fellowship
unmarred by unforgiven sin.

Is there enough peace-
giving Word in your heart to keep you
from the ravages of fear and to heip
you speak words of assurance to others
who are afraid? The biggest stressor of
our time is the spirit of fear. It is an evil
spirit and destroys our joy, but it can
be cast out by the Word.

When I went to India, | was filled
with the fear of strangeness, snakes,
plagues and leprosy, to name a few.
The Lord gave me a promise which |
memorized and the Holy Spirit used to
save me from fear, “There shall no evil
befall thee, neither shall any plague
come nigh thy dwelling.”

Intimel felt safer in India than in any
other place and actually came to the
place where I could watch a cobra go
slithering down the garden row and go
on picking peas.

Often alone at night in an area
where international bandits found ref-
uge, [ easily went to sieep with this

—
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SPEAK (From page 9)

promise, “I will both lay me down in
peace and sleep for thou, Lord, only
makest me dwellin safety.” The words
of peace were always ready in my mind
when needed.

When [ am hurt by friends or by
enemies, the words of Joseph cometo
my mind, “Ye thought evil against me,
but God meant it unto good.” I can
claim this because I know that nothing
comes to a child of God which does
not first pass muster before the Lord
Jesus Christ.

| was almost paralyzed by fear once
when an invading army was poised on
our border just five miles from our
house. 1 could go up to the roof and
see battle fires at night as villages
burned.

The Lord gave me peace by bringing
to my mind, “Andye shaill hear of wars
and rumors of wars: see that ve benot
troubled: for all these things must
come to pass but the end is not vet.”
One can tolerate great stress when the
heart is rested in the Word.

When grief comes or
loss, are there words of hope banked
in your inner man against which you
may draw to comfort yourself and to
encourage others? The Word is the
Holy Spirit’s instrument and He uses
what he finds already there.

A few days ago a man called me at
work and said, “I want to thank you for
talking with my wife. It made all the
difference.” It was a few choice prom-
ises from God’s Word that had made
the difference.

One day in India I was called to the
next small town to try to help the
police identify a European man who
had been picked up by the railroad
track. He had been robbed, beaten,
stripped and thrown off the train.

Even had I known him before, |
could not have recognized him, but |
did what ! would want somecne to do
should such a tragedy ever happen to
a loved one of mine. I went with him to
a government hospital about 50 miles
away and stood by his bed and fanned
flies and mosquitos away.

He was in a deep coma and was
giving no responses at all, As T held his
hand I began to quote scripture verses
in English and Bengali. He began to
squeeze my hand ever so slightly when
I would quote a verse. Although the
pressure on my hand was slight [ was

convinced that he was a Christian
missionary.

[ went to a phone and didn’t stop
calling until I had identified him and
arranged for his own mission to pick
him up by chartered plane and get him
out to proper medical attention. Three
days later the local police still had not
identified him. His response to the
Word probably saved his life.

Can vou from the Word
stored in your heart take advantage of
daily opportunities to instill biblical
values in the hearts of your children?

Formal teaching of the Bible to our
children is a most solemn obligation,
but the casual situations of daily living
provide the opportunities for making
the Bible live for them. This is alsc a
painless way of storing a significant
amount of scripture in a child’s heart.

At every separation from my son |
always said, “TheLord watch between
me and thee while we are absent one
from another.” As soon as he could
talk he could join me in saying it, so
often had he heard it.

[t was our benediction when he left
each year to go a thousand miles away
to boarding school. To this day the
same benediction finds its way around
the world when he calis us from Bang-
kok, Hong Kong or New Delhi.

When it was time to get up, | headed
off the grumps by saying, “This is the
day which the Lord hath made, we will
rejoice and be dlad in it.” As he took
his vitamins I'd say, “A merry heart
doeth gooed like a medicine.” Or I'd
ask, “What does goodlike a medicine?”
and let him answer.

As he got his bath, I'd say the 23rd
Psalm. By two and a half he could say
all six verses without a pause. Once in
church in Kotagiri, the whole congre-
gation was delighted by the shrill high
voice of a three-year-old saying the
Lord’s prayer without missing a word.

How many times [ used, “For whom
the Lord loveth, he correcteth, even
as a father the son in whom he de-
lights.” 1 settled many verbal fights
among piaymates with, “A soft answer
turneth away wrath, but grievous
words stir up anger.”

I used also “Pleasant words are as
an honeycomb, sweet to the soul and
health to the bones,” and “The words
of a talebearer are as wounds and they
go down into the innermost parts of
the belly.”

We'd play “Church.” He would pre-

side at the make believe organ. For a
sermen’'d say the 10 commandments,
the Apostles Creed or the Beautitudes.
As helearned the verses, we'd change
roles.

Space won't allow me to give more
examples, but the day is filled with
unique opportunities to share the Word
from the heart. Bedtime is amarvelous
opportunity to sit by a child and quote
scripture. The mother’s voice is a
comfort to him, and he falls asleep
hearing God’'s Word.

Scripture memoriza-

tion does not need to be painful for
anyone. With a little imagination and a
willingness to stay with it, you can
store the Word in yvour child’s heart, if
you have first stored it in yours.

We live in an age like the time of
Amos when there is a famine of the
Word in our land. Even among Chris-
tians who are well informed on a wide
range of subjects, there is often almost
illiteracy of the Word.

We are always just one generation
from paganism. Unless we teach the
Word to our children, they will not
know it and they will be pagan, with
neither the will nor the knowledge to
pass on our Christian heritage to their
children.

Reading and studying the Word
nurtures the total Christian life, and
memecrizing the Word refines the
thought fife so that all our decisions
are influenced by biblical values.

The Word stored in our hearts
keeps us always ready to speak for cur
Lord and provides for meditation when
there is time to fill during a sleepless
night or while waiting in a hospital
room or while sitting by the window
watching the birds at the feeder.

We will not see revival in our time
unless we give ourselves to study and
memorizing the Word. The Holy Spirit
can use the Word to cleanse our
hearts of all unnecessary clutter so
that there is room for the full life of the
Spirit within us, 4
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A Modern Parable

By Craig Fry

ppearing as a boy of 16,
Jesus Christ attended Ben
Nixon’s High School to see

what he would find and how people
would treat him,

The Bus Stop

It was a normal school day. Ben
walked slowly to the bus stop. There
waiting for him was a new kid. Ben
introduced himself and the stranger
returned the gesture. “My name is
Jesus,” he said, “I'm a foreign exchange
student from Nazareth.”

“What a weird name,” Ben thought
to himself. Right off Ben noticed some-
thing different about this kid . . . it was
his eyes; they seemed to look right
through him.

Az
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What If Jesus C

s
3

The Bus Ride

Jesus sat next to Ben on the bus.
He started asking deep, personal ques-
tions. He asked about Ben'’s family and
friends and beliefs. Instead of telling
Jesus to mind his own business, Ben
opened up to him.

For some unexplained reason he
felt that he could trust his new ac-
quaintance, When Ben got to the parts
he wasn’t really proud of, Jesus didn’t
look shocked or judgemental, he just
listened.

Second Period Class

Jesus had the same second period
class as Ben, so he took the seat next
to him. Ben asked him to share some-
thing about himself. Jesus said he felt a
deep love for all people, so deep in
fact, that he would gladly die in order
to prove that iove for others. Ben
considered this a bit extreme.

Jesus then said that it was always
his father’s dream that he come to this
school. He talked about eternal life
and abundant living and some other
things that Ben didnt quite under-
stand.

ame
School?

Jesus got in trouble for talking in
class. The teacher told him he had to
stand out in the hall to get “licks.” Ben
felt really bad about this, but Jesus just
turned to him and said he was faithfui
and just to forgive,

The Cafeteria

Ben jokingly asked Jesus about the
food. He mentioned something about
living water and the bread of life. None
of this made any sense to Ben, but he
just shrugged if off as being some kind
of foreign language.

As he thought about what Jesus
was saying, something struck a familiar
chord in Ben's mind. He remembered
an old story he had heard as a kid in
Sunday School. The teacher had talked
of living water and the eternal life
and . . . and a man named Jesus of
Nazareth. Could this be the same guy?

Jesus didn’t pause and went on to
explain his plan for the school. He
acted like he didn’t notice Ben’s open
mouth or startled eyes. Jesus said he
had a three-part pian:

—
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HIGH SCHOOL (From page 17)

1) To show people that life without
God is empty.

2} Tolove each and every personin
such away that they would follow
him unashamedly.

3} To give an abundant life to all
those who love him.

Ben decided to put his trust in Jesus
and his plan. At once he felt joy and
peace and a desire to tell everyone
about his new friend.

Next Day

Ben heard about a group of people
who claimed to be godly, so he took
Jesus to meet them. They had formed
an exclusive club and called them-
seives The Clique.

Jesus wasn’t impressed. He pointed
out that even though they were active
in school government and leaders in
church functions, they acted like
everyone else in school. He said they
were as bad as those who didn’t claim
to know God.

The club president told Jesus that
his methods were too radical and that
he was totally unceol. In fact, they
refused to accept him as a member.
This angered Jesus.

He said that their club would keep
others from tasting abundant life, and
he called them hypocrites. He sat
down in study hall and wrote an article
for the school newspaper about this
experience.

Later in the Week

The school was buzzing. Rumor
had it that Jesus was expelled from
school. Ben asked around and found
aut that the members of The Clique
had engineered the whole thing.

An announcement was made in
homeroom that Jesus Christ was ex-
pelled for being a nonconformist and a
trouble maker.

Note:

As it turned out, Jesus was not expelled
but merely suspended for three days. |
believe his father was able to get him
back in school. 4
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TIME WE STOOD UP

[ ust had to sit right down and write and let
you know how much I enjoyed and appreciated
“Dear Charismatic Friend . ... "I think it is long
overdue.

You spoke the sentiments of my heart and, {
believe, the heart of every honest, Bible-believ-
ing Free Will Baptist.

It’s time we stood up against those who
preach a “super spiritual” doctrine and cause
discord. [ think most of us have had to deal with
these proseiyters and know the hurt they can
cause both the individual and the focal church.

Thanks again for this exceptional and timely
article. I hope it will help us pastors to stand up
for what we believe.

Rev. Kenneth W, Kirby, Pastor
Victory Free Will Baptist Church
McMinnville, Tennessee

HOAXES MEAN RESPONSIBILITY

Great editorial! Your December 1981 brief-
case on Hoaxes gets right to the heart of a very
big problem.

Just because we Free Wili Baptists believe
... The Truth shali set youfree . .. " does not
relieve us of the responsibility fo check out facts.
This responsibility becomes paramount when
one views this drama from the perspective of the
lowly snipe.

Mike Trest
St. Paul, Minnesota
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‘Mike Russell to Mascouta h Church '
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GOOD ENOUGH FOR
THE COURTROOM

January’s editorial, “Dear Charismatic
Friend...,"is by far your best journalistic effort.
No true Free Will Baptist will offer any disagree-
ment.

it was good to read your treatment of the
expression, “If you only experienced what |
experienced.”

Your observation of their “bed fellows” is a
point so often overlooked by those who would
study this error. No major cult, be it a so-called
“Christian Cult” or a non-Christian cult is
without its tongues speaking. Heathen cults all
over the world advocate tongue speaking.

Charismatics not only make the mistake of
making tongues the initial evidence of the Holy
Ghost, but add to the error by making it the
common denominator in fellowship.

If you were the prosecutor in court on this
case, the judge could not help but concur on
your charges,

Dr. Wade Jernigan, Pastor
Way Of The Cross Free Will Baptist Church
Sallisaw, Oklahoma

GIANT STEP IN RIGHT DIRECTION

Thank you for January Briefcase entitled
“Dear Charismatic Friend . ... "

The ever-growing popularity and acceptance
of the Charismatic Movement has many Free
Will Baptists concerned, of whomamone. [ am
especially concerned when this dangerous doc-
trine infilirates our own ranks. It is even more
alarming when it is condoned and accepted in
our ranks.

It is high time that the errors and inconsis-
tencies of this doctrine be exposed. You have
taken a giant step in the right direction by
publishing this article.

Rev. Ray Cornner, Pastor
Friendship Free Wiil Baptist Church
Wilmington, North Carolina

DIRECTORY UPDATE

SOUTH CAHOLINA : ’
Cnldimmy Belt to Ml| Branch Church
Johnsonvxﬂe ) :
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ESCAPED (From page 13)

The Army soon shipped me off o
91C20 School (nursing) where [ met
a young man and married him six
months later. [t was a disaster. He
got his orders for Vietnam four
months after we married and
returned a year later—a man without
a conscience, addicted to drugs.

He beat me several times, so | got
a divorce. While I was in the divorce
process, ! met Tommy, who is now
my husband. Here God was at work
again; I didn’t know that Tommy was
what [ needed.

Tommy was not religious and not
saved when ] met him, but he was
from Nashvilie, Tennessee, a city in
the Bible Belt. He asked me to marry
him.

Tommy said we would never
make it if we stayed in fun-loving
California. There were too many
opportunities to get into trouble, and
no one cared if you did. | was not
close to my family or anyone else, so
[ moved o Nashville with him.

After we married, he spent more
time with “the boys” playing cards,
shooting pool and drinking beer than
he did with me. We had two children.
He worked on and off, and | worked
as a nurse.

A Knock On Our Door

We lived in a dozen places in four
years. [ was to the point that I didn’t
know what to do. | knew our lives
had to change, but nothing [ did
seemed to make any difference,

Then one Saturday as we were
moving into a house in Donelson (a
Nashville suburb), two ladies came to
our door,

They were working with the bus
ministry at Doneison Free Will
Baptist Church. My little girl, Fifi,
was two and a half, but they said that
was fine, they wanted to take her to
church,

The next morning | rode with her
on the bus and had Tommy pick me
up. I did not stay and attend
services. ] will always have a special
place in my heart for those two bus
workers, Eileen Lee and Darleen
Helton. They started us down the
right road.

The next Saturday another
Denelson Church worker, David

Lee, came and visited with Fifi, On
Sunday | walked her up to the end of
our driveway and tet her ride the bus
alone. The next six Sundays she
didn’t want me to walk her up the
driveway-—she could go by herself.

Fifi brought home cards with Bible
stories on one side and pictures on
the other, and she wanted them all
on her wall. So ! got a bulletin board
for her. She called me to her room
over and over, wanting me to read
her the Bible stories she brought
home.

In my own reading, | had come
across the idea that if you want
something or someone else to
change, you must first change
yourself. Not long after | read that,
Donelson Pastor George Lee came
to visit us and led me to the Lord.

Tommy’s Travail

My husband Tommy was born in
1946 in Nashville, Tennessee. His
father had been a sailor. His mother
had five children and a hysterectomy
by the time she was 21. Tommy was
the only boy, followed by four sisters.

Tommy’s dad worked a series of
odd jobs, owned a restaurant and
beer joint till it burned down, then
got into hauling trash. His mother
worked as a waitress, then in a
hospital kitchen, later went to school
and is now a certified dietician.

His dad had a drinking problem
for years. When he drank he turned
mean and violent.

Tommy’s only exposure to religion
came at age eicht when he was left at
his grandmother’s for the weekend
once or twice a month. His
grandmother would waik two miles
to Sunday Schoo! and church every
Sunday. And when she had the
children, she took them with her,

That church closed its doors when
Tommy was nine. It was too far for
Tommy’s grandmother to walk to the
next church, and she didn’t have
transportation. She died when
Tommy was 12.

He started working in a beer
tavern helping his daddy when he
was 13. Expelled from school in the
eighth grade, Tommy looked old
enough o get into bars at the age of
16 without showing an ID card. He
was night manager of a drive-in
market at 17, and prided himself at

being able to drink a half pint of
liquor without getting drunk.

At age 18, Tommy married a
woman who was previously married
and had a year-old daughter, The
Army drafted him in December. He
was 19, Three months and 10 days
after induction, he landed in Vietnam
as a cook, then an M.P. Within six
months, he made the rank of E-4.

While Tommy was stationed in
Vietnam, his wife cheated on him
and blew the $3,300 he sent home—
money he had made gambiing and a
$100 savings bond a month.

Tommy didn’t own a car when he
got out of service. But his wife’s
boyfriend did, because she bought
him one with Tommy’s money.
When Tommy found out, he almost
killed her with his bare hands.

They were divorced, She
continued to receive his savings
bonds and cash them illegally.

The End Of The Line

Tommy was discharged from the
Army in December, 1967 and
returned to Nashville. We were
married in 1969. [ was saved in 1972
(November), and 18 months later
Tommy was saved on May 2, 1974,

That year and a half when I was
saved and Tommy wasn’t, was a
miserable time. The closer [ got to
the Lord and the more active [ tried
to become in church and the maore
the Lord worked on Tommy, the
more he dug in his heels and defied
God.

He would leave the house, drink
and stay out till all hours before
coming home commode-hugging
drunk. Sometimes he did not return
till the next day. I didn’t know where
he was half the time. His drinking
was making him sick and he didn’t
work some days because of it.

The last straw broke when [ went
to worlk and left the children at the
babysitter’'s. Tommy was to pick
them up at 7:00 p.m., and then come
get me after 11:00 p.m. At 11:30 p.m.
[ had to ask my supervisor to drive
me to the babysitter’s and then
home.

1 had no idea where Tommy was.
He came in about 1:00 in the
meorning roaring drunk, sick and
telling lies.

[ told him that his behavior was



affecting the children and that he
needed to talk to somebody. He
finally agreed and talked with then
Donelson Pastor Miiton
Worthington, who led Tommy to the
Lord.

Tommy has not drunk any since,
and [ know where he is 95 percent of
the time. Our home is an entirely
different place.

In 1979 we joined the Fellowship
Free Will Baptist Church where
Tommy has become active in the
church.

Special Children/
Special Love

When [ was 16, having children,
was something I was never going to
do. When I was 19, I knew there
were many children who needed
help. | thought [ might adopt some if
I changed my mind about having
children.

After Tommy and I were saved, it
really came home to me how rich we
were through the grace of God, We
had two heaithy children, Fifi and
Sean, and a loving marriage.

The Donelson FWB Church had a
Sunday School program for mentally
handicapped children. [ saw them,
but didn’t think much about it.

The children were brought on
Sundays from Clover Bottom, a local
facility equipped to deal with their
special problems. At some point, a
program started to move those
children who could function away
from Clover Bottom and into homes
in the community.

I was working for United Parcel
Service at night and had been for 18
months, but [ wasn’t sleeping well
during the day. | prayed about a job
change. | felt needed at home when

Fifi and Sean returned from school
every afternoon.

About the middle of December,
1977, | was approached at church by
a friend who asked if | knew anyone
who would be interested in parenting
a home with four handicapped
children. I told her that sounded like
a full-time job, but if | thought of
someone, | would let her know.

She wouldn't let me go and kept
on talking. Then it dawned on me
that she was talking about Tommy
and me. A little flustered and a whole
lot surprised, I took the phone
number from her.

The next day | called and set up
an interview. Tommy and I had
talked about it, but had not made
any decision. We were just going to
see what it was all about. After the
interview, we were still interested.

f wanted the Lord’s leading, but |
didn’t know what to expect. | now
know what it is to have a burden
grow on you, getting heavier and
heavier.

Fifi and Sean, ages seven and five,
had a part in our decision. They have
always liked a lot going on, and voted
to share their parents, their rooms,
their toys, and their lives with some
people who were not as fortunate as
they.

We all visited another foster home
and then told the agency that we
would like to have some children.

My work at the United Parcel
Service came down to a minor crisis.
[ felt 1 was needed elsewhere, so |
quit, trusting that where God guides,
He provides.

We didn’t have any commitment
from the agency, but within 24 hours
we were in an empty house feeding a
home cooked meal to four children
who were beginning their fourth

living arrangement in a year.

The Lord has truly been our
sheiter in the midst of a gentling
storm.

Those first months with the
children were chaotic. They didn’t
know us; we didn’t know them. We
were an eight-headed monster going
in as many directions.

Now, four years later, we still have
two of the original four children,
along with two new ones. We have
become a family, making alfowances
for the idiosyncrasies of those we
love. The road goes both ways.

Our burden now is light, even
though some days are hectic and
frustrating. But the love and learning
contfinue.

Tommy and | escaped our private
hells because one day sorme of God’s
people cared enough to knock on
our hostile door with a message of
hope. What they gave us, we want fo
give others. i

ABOQUT THE WRITER: Mrs. Dee Kingsmillis a
member of Fellowship Free Will Baptist Church,
Antioch, Tennessee.

Standing {L} Jeff, 20; Fifi, 11; Denise, 18; Tommy.
Sitting (L) Sean, 8; Dee; Danny, 11; Johnny, 6.

CONVENTION HOTELS

Look for Reservation Form in April CONTACT!
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Final installment of a three part series about

the church and the media.

By Larry Hampton

tarting in the predawn hours

each Sunday morning, the

largest religious gathering in
America takes place, drawing almost
130 million people to their radio and
television sets.!

The estimates of some broadcasters
listening audiences have given new
meaning to the phrase evangelistically
speaking.?

Three out of 10 unchurched people
hear or watch a religious program,
generally aworship or crusade service,
each month.?

According to a Gallup survey, fewer
than five percent of the 61 million
Americans not affiliated with any
church could recall ever having
watched a television preacher other
than Oral Roberts (12 percent) or Billy
Graham (11 percent}.4

There is clear evidence that the
electric church acts as a recruiting
service for the local churches.s

The electronic church would substi-
tute acathode-ray tube and a phantom,
non-peoplte church for the church of
real people with real needs and a
gospel to share in the midst of real
lives.® ‘

Religious broadcasting is here to
stay. Many religious leaders are out-
spoken critics of the electric church.
However, there appears to be an equal-
Y vocal group of proponents of reli-
gious broadcasting.

As the preceding quotations demon-
strate, there are those who extol its
virtues, and there are those who ex-
pose its flaws. Who do you believe?
Which side is shooting straight? In
short, which side is the good guys in
white hats?

Who Wears the White Hat?

Truth is on the side of both parties
involved in this debate. There is no
doubt that some broadcasters over-
statethe size of their audience. Wheth-
er intentionally or ignorantly, who can
say.

o Forth
And

roadcast




On the other side of the coin, there
is little reason to doubt that numbers
of unchurched people do watch reli-
gious programs from time to time. The
problem arises when one tries to at-
tach a definite figure to this group of
viewers. It is equally hard to specify
the regularity with which the un-
churched tune in to religious programs.

Intwo recent articles in the January
and February issue of CONTACT, |
urged Free Wiil Baptists to launch a
radio/TV ministry, Perhaps you are
wondering, in light of the controversy
surrounding the electric church, if this
would be wise,

There are obstacles confronting
such a ministry. However, | do not
believe them insurmountable. Let’s
look at some of the problems and
some of the possible solutions,

The Problems Are Very Real

The first hurdle is selecting a
Radic/TV Commission. This group
would be charged with securing a
speaker for the broadcast. Together
they would formulate the format of the
program.

There is no room for the tuxury of
taking pot shots at the selected speak-
er. We must all rally to the cause, not
around a personality. We must lay
aside jealousy and personal ambition if
we are to be successfui in this venture
{or for that matter in any venture
whether it be building a Bible Coliege
or developing alocal church). Suchan
outreach is a team effort. A few
Diotrephes wouid derail any effort.

None of this need imply that there is
no place for constructive criticism. No
person or program should be consid-
ered sacrosanct. Human beings are
fallible.

It is imperative that we constantly
monitor the motives and methods of
religious broadcasters as weli as reli-
gious journalists, Christian day school
personnel, pastors—in short everyone
who is involved in any ministry.

Make no mistake—this is a plea for
eternal vigilance, not a license to tear a
brother limb from limb. All of us can
learn from others. One need not be a
communications expert to see flaws in
the electric church fabric. We must
learn to offer constructive criticism
lovingly, to receive it graciously.

It is important to understand that

no medium can replace face to face
confrontation with the lost. Radio is a
very intimate medium. Television has
the advantage of sight added to sound.
Still, both are largely impersonal.

There is no immediate opportunity
for two-way communication. Phone
counselors and mail follow-up help
lessen this problem. Frankly, it's easier
to preach to a crowd of 200 from the
safety of a pulpit than it is to approach
one lost person face to face. The mass
media are even safer,

churches,” it must engage in follow-
up. Let me share an example of how
this can be accomplished.

The Lutherans have aired several
specials that generated a great deal of
mail. The name of each letter writer
was passed alongto a Lutheran pastor
in the community where he lived, That
pastor contacted each person in his
community who wrote in response to
the special, By this means TV truly
served as an extension of the local
church.

¢

. . . no medium can

replace face to face

confrontation with

the lost.”

It is easy to become entangled with
the medium itself. A smooth produc-
tion easily becomes the end rather
than a means to an end. Unless one
exercises care, he can easily become
better known for his showmanship
than his saintliness.

The Audience Must Be
Respected.

TV is primarily an entertainment
medium. It has been called “bubble
gum of the mind.” People watch it to
keep from thinking. Sinners don’t
watch religious programs for the same
reason they don’t attend local church
services. They're not interested.

Surveys reveal that religious broad-
casting has many viewers or listeners
that are church people. The already
initiated tend to tune in. Religious
programs serve as reinforcement for
their beliefs. There is nothing wrong
with that. We simply need to be aware
of it.

Radic and television are excellent
tools for building awareness of the
gospel. But there is an on-going need
for follow-up. The personal touch is
essential.

If the electric church is to be “a
recruiting service for the local

Unfortunately even religious broad-
casters must be concerned with their
ratings. It's a bit more subtle (“when
you write be sure to include the cail
letters of the station you hear us on’),
but financially strapped broadcasters
must frequently dump stations be-
cause they are not paying their way.

Ideally, support for a program aired
in Topeka comes from Topeka. Truth-
fully, each broadcast is competing
with other broadcasts for the same
audience, and dolars necessary to
“maintain their ministry” {stay on the
air).

We CanAffordls, If We Want It.

Radio and television can be used
effectively to raise money {(common
estimates place the money raised by
all ministries at $500 million). At times
the cost of air time produces the need
for new markets to help sustain a
burgeoning ministry. (It takes maoney
to make money.)

It requires air time to gain support-
ers. [t requires supporters to purchase
more air time. And the beat goes on.
There is a danger that raising money
can become the end of a program

r—
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FREE WILL BAPTIST

OKLAHOMA CHURCH
WAREHOUSES FOOD
FOR POLAND

TULSA, OK—Within two weeks after
martial law closed Poland’s borders
last December 12, the Madison Avenue
Free Will Baptist Church in Tulsa, led
by Pastor Robert D. Hidde, began
collecting money and food iterns for
the people of Poland.

The actions of Rev. Hidde and the
Madison Avenue Church drew praise
in a December 27 story in a local
newspaper, the Tulsa World.

Hidde said that most of the dona-
tiens he collects will be funnelled
through the National Association of
Evangelicals or other similar agencies.
The Madison Avenue Church Wo-
man’s Auxiliary has adopted the Poland
project.

According to Rev. Hidde, commu-
nity response to the project has been
favorable with radio stations giving out
the church office number and urging
community cooperation,

There has been scme criticism of
the church’s activities. Rev. Hidde
reported, “The worst response | have
had was from a ‘Christian’ who called
me a dirty communist, and swore that
he would blow my brains out some
Sunday morning as [ preached.”

Pastor Hidde said that although he
was saddened at the lack of response
from Free Will Baptists at the national
level, “I plan to work for the establish-
ment of a permanent agency at a
national level to respond to needs
such as the one in Poland.”

NAE Executive Director, Dr. Biliy A, Melvin, with Bishap Ting.

BILLY MELVIN AMONG EVANGELICAL
LEADERS TO VISIT CHINA

WHEATON, IL—Ten evangelical
churchleaders from the United States,
including former Free Will Baptist Exe-
cutive Secretary Billy Melvin, visited
Bishop K. H. Ting, chairman of the
Three-Self Protestant movement
and the newly-formed Chinese Chris-
tian Council, in Nanjing, China on
November 19, 1981. The contact was
initiated by the National Association of
Evangelicals (NAE), an interchurch
agency of evangeiical denominations
and churches.

Following an extended visit with
Bishop Ting in which he shared the
conditions and development of the
Church in China, Dr. Billy A. Melvin,
NAE Executive Dlrector and leader of
the group stated: “This initial contact
was significant in building bridges of
understanding between the Church in
China and the evangelical churches of
America.”

The group shared with Bishop Ting
the growth of U.S. evangelical
churches during the past 30 years, and
expressed a desire for open dialogue
and communication with the Church
in China for the purpose of mutual
understanding and informed prayer
support.

An NAE statement regarding the
Churches of China was shared with
Bishop Ting which, in part, said: “We

affirm our sincere love for all the
Chinese people. We wish therm well as
they seek the progress and develop-
ment of their homeland. We pray for
China’s Christians as we ask them to
pray for us.”

Bishop Ting expressed apprecia-
tion for the group’s visit and the prayers
of Christians in America. He said that
200 churches had been re-opened in
China since the end of the Cultural
Revolution in 1976 and that there were
more than one million Christians, ap-
proximately 80 percent of whom wor.
ship in house meetings.

A magazine with a circulation of
30,000 is pubtished monthly to provide
help and guidance for leaders in the
Three-Self Churches and those
churches meeting in houses. In 1980,
50,000 copies of the New Testament
and 85,000 copies of the entire Bible
were published by Chinese Christians
for use in the churches. The number of
Bibles published doubled in 1981.

MAGAZINES HAYE & MINISYRY..
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newsfront

(continued}
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Luther Gibson

Milton Worthington

Bilty Bevan

=

" Fred Lockwood

TUPELO CELEBRATES 50TH ANNIVERSARY WEEK

TUPELQO, MS—More than 360 at-
tended the 50th-year celebration week
October 4-11, 1981 at Tupelo Free Will
Baptist Church, Tupelo, including four
former pastors and the Free Will Bap-
tist Executive Secretary.

Pastor Fred Lockwood and a team
of Tupeio Church members prepared
a 20-page church history for distribu-
tion to those who shared in the week-
long event.

Former Pastors L. C. Johnson,
Luther Gibson, Miiton Worthington
and Billy Bevan appeared with Pastor
Lockwood on the Wednesday 6:00

a.m. “Mornin’ Show" at a local televi-
sion station,

A Tuesday Bible Conference fea-
tured the preaching of Tupelo Church’s
former pastors. [n addition to the ane-
day Bible Conference, two preaching
services were conducted each evening.

Missionary to France Joe Haas and
Executive Secretary Melvin
Worthington shared the pulpit with
the former pastors.

Dr. L. C. Johnson preached the
50th anniversary message on Sunday
morning. The congregation regrouped
at 2:00 p.m. to hear Dr. Melvin

Worthington deliver the dedication
message for the newly renovated
church sanctuary.

Just prior to the 50th anniversary
week, members completed the five-
month renovation project, at a cost of
$115,000.

Pastor Lockwood noted, “At the
end of the construction, the builders
agreed that $200,000 of value had been
added to the church property.”

Tupelo Church was organized in
1931 by Rev. M. L. Hollis at the close of
a revival meeting that had 54 converts
ready for baptism.

CHRISTMAS PROJECT NETS FWBBC OVER $50,000

NASHVILLE, TN—Students and em-
ployees raised more than $50,000 for
Free Will Baptist Bible College during
Christmas holidays, according to Pub-
lic Relations Director Paul Ketteman.

The funds were turned in at a
special Chapel service on January 7.
With funds stif arriving for the Christ-
mas Project, Ketteman felt that the
total would exceed the $53,749.45
raised in the drive last year.

Evenif the drive does not eventualiy
top the previously set goal of $58,000,
Ketteman feels it is asuccess. He cites
the fact that the funds were raised
through student effort, costing the
coflege virtually nothing to raise. Ex-
cept for about $4,500, all the money is
in gifts, sianed checkbooks, and match-
ing gifts from corporations.

The entire college family was chal-
lenged before the holidays to contact
peaple and hold special Bible College
services. Each person was supplied
with a packet containing monthly gift
checkbooks and instructions on how
to use them. The Public Relations
Department also contacted pastors to
ask for their cooperation.

For the second consecutive year,
Brian Peters, a junior from Newport
News, VA, brought in the largest gift.
Several other students brought in gifts
amounting to $2,000 or more,
Ketteman said.

The Christmas Project will substan-
tially boost this year’s efforts to raise
$580,000 to meet the general fund gift
budget by the end of the fiscal year,
May 31, 1982.

NATIONAL BOARD NAMES
OKLAHOMA PASTOR
REGIONAL REP

NASHVILLE, TN—Rev. Ernest
Harrison, Sr. of Henryetta, Oklahoma
has been named a Regional Represen-
tative of the Board of Retirement and
Insurance, according to Director
Herman Hersey.

Rev. Harrison will visit district and
quarterly associations in Oklahoma,
Texas, Kansas and Arkansas. He pas-
tors First Free Will Baptist Church in
Henryetta.

Director Hersey says, “Brother
Harrison is well qualified for the posi-
tion. He has an intense interest in this
ministry, having served on the Board
of Retirement for 12 years.”

Mr. Harrison may be contacted at:
Box 91, Henryetta, Oklahoma, 74437,
{918) 652-7324 for further information.



NATIONAL CONVENTION MUSIC

—Make A Joyful Noise—

ATTENTION: All Musicians, Pas-
tors, Missionaries, Church Choir Mem-
bers!

A fully developed musical program
is planned for the 1982 National Con-
vention which meets in Fort Worth,
Texas, July 18-22.

The past several years have wit.
nessed development of musical minis-
try at the National Convention. In
addition to congregational singing, sev-
eral special ministering groups have
been organized.

A two-fold purpose has guided the
development of these groups: First,
opportunity for Free Will Baptists from

across the nation and around the
world to blend voice and heart in
producing good music; second, op-
portunity for developmental music
ministry to those who attend the con-
vention worship services,

You are invited to become part of
the National Convention ministry in
Fort Worth.

Watch for announcements in CON-
TACT magazine and Free Will Baptist
state papers regarding musical oppor-
tunities which will be available to all
Free Will Baptists who attend the 1982
National Convention.

Chris Stevens hands Pastor Bud Hilt his
50th missionary quarter folder.

ALABAMA QUINTET SAILS TO TOURNEY WIN

NASHVILLE, TN--The Florence
Christian Academy Saints, Florence,
Alabama, won the third annual High
School Basketball Teurnament hasted
by Free Will Baptist Bible Coliege,
January 7-9, according to Mark
Johnson, the college athletic director.

The Saints, coached by Bobby
Montgomery, were undefeated in five
games. The school is affiliated with
First FWB Church of Florence, pas-
tored by Rev. Tom Malone.

Second place went to the Heritage
Temple Hawks from Columbus, Qhio.
The Farmington (Missouri) Christian
Academy Warriors took third place. A
Christian Testimony Team trophy was
awarded to the Miracles from Van
Buren{Arkansas) Christian Academy,
who made their first appearance in the
tournament this year.

Randy Capps, a junior guard from
Florence was selected as the tourna-
ment’s Mast Valuable Player. Seven
other players joined Capps on the All
Tournament Team:

Kirk Addison, Liberty Christian
School, Durham, NC

Ricky Bivins, Liberty Christian
School, Durham, NC

Rod Hutcherson, Heritage Temple
Christian School, Columbus, OH

DaleKopp, Heritage Temple Chris-
tian School, Columbus, OH

Mark Lancaster, Randall Christian
Academy, Memphis, TN

Joe McFarland, Farmington Chris-
tian Academy, Farmington, MO

David Miller, Peninsula Christian
School, Newport News, VA

This year’s competition brought to-
gether nearly 200 players, cheerlead-
ers and sponsors from eight Free Will
Baptist high schools in seven states.
Next year’s tournament is scheduled
January 6-8, 1983.

10-YEAR-OLD BOOSTS
FWB MISSIONS

WINFIELD, AL-—Ten-year-old Chris
Stevens began filling $5.00 quarter
folders for Free Will Baptist Missions
last March, according to his pastor,
Bud Hil! of First FWB Church, Win.
field.

By October 25, Chris, a student at
Liberty Christian Academy in Guin,
AL, had completed his 50th quarter
folder for missions.

He accumulated the $250 in quarters
to fill the folders by “working at odd
jobs and asking people for money.”

Coach Bobby Montgomery and the tournament winning Florence

Christian Academy Saints.
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newsfront

{continued)

CHURCH MESSAGE BIGGER
THAN THE ‘BEAR’

FAYETTE, AL—When the University
of Alabama football tearm was pushing
to make Coach Paul “Bear” Bryant
the ali-time winningest coach last De-
cember, a timely message appeared
on the sign at First Free Will Baptist
Church in Fayette, Alabama.

The sign's message read: “John
3:16 is greater than Bear’s 315."

Church Treasurer Reedus Wheat
said, “It received more comments from
the public than any of our previous
advertising. It puts Bear Bryant’s recent
big win in proper perspective.”

The pastor at First Church is Rick
Cash.

CHURCH OBSERVES GROUNDBREAKING FOR NEW WING

SANFORD, NC—Groundbreaking
ceremonies for an educational wing at
Kendale Acres Free Will Baptist
Church, Sanford, were conducted De-
cember 6, 1981, according to Pastor
Richard Barnes.

The new educational wing will pro-
vide additional classrooms as well as a

fellowship hall for the church. Kendale
Acres Church operates under the di-
rection of the North Carolina Home
Mission Board.

The organizational meeting for the
church was heid in June of 1980, after
the church was reopened in 1978.
Membership stands at 178.

Currently . .

The Fellowship FWB Church,
Kingsport, TN gave $3,600 to the ac-
count of Missionary Joe Haas during a
Christmas drive. Winston Sweeney
pastors.

CONTACT welcomes the LITTLE
BROWN INFORMER, publication of Little
Brown Creek FWB Church, New
Site, MS. Gene Gilbert pastors.

In order to reach out and bring more
peopie to Sunday Schoaol and church, the
congregation at First FWB Church,
North Little Rock, AR purchased a
new 15-passenger Dodge van according to
Pastor Ben Scolt,

Pastor Roy Roach of Richland FWB
Church, Nashville, TN says the con-
agregation had a 64 percent increase in
Sunday School attendance during 1981,
surging from a 78 average in 1980 fo a 123
average in 1981. The group also began a
Master’s Men Chapter and a monthly
church newsletter.

The Master's Men Chapter at Bethany
FWB Church, Tulsa, OK presented a
check for just over $10,000 to Hillsdale
FWB College President, Don Elkins,
during the Oklahoma State Master’s Men
meeting. The check was given for the
Hillsdale Endowment Fund according to
Chapter President Bob Sharpe. By the
way, are you wondering how one Master’s
Men Chapter managed to come up with
$10,000? Here’s how—the group built a
house, soid it, and gave the profit to
Hillsdale College. Ray Gwartney pas-
tors.

Teenagers
Speak Out!

page 16
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Green Tree Bible Study

Robert E. Picirilli

I Thessalonians 2:17—3:13

The Preacher
And His People

he heartbeat of Paul—that’s

I what you see in this passage.

You can summarize it in the

words of 3:8: Now we live, if you stand
fast in the Lord.

Paul's own sense of being alive was
tied inwith the success of his converts.
Let that idea get hold of you, and you
won’t be the same.

So far, Paul has been reviewing his
ministry at Thessalonica. That minis-
try was cut short and Paul and his
co-workers were forced to leave the
city (see Acts 17:1-9). But with Paul,
out of sight was not out of mind (2:17).
He had labored to give spiritual birth
to the Thessalonian believers, and he
had no intention of abandoning them.
So his ministry to them continued.

First, he aitempted to return to
Thessalonica (2:17-20). At least twice
(*once and again,” v. 18) he made
specific plans that fell through.

Satan was at work—the very name
means “adversary.” How Satan hin-
dered we are not told; he has a thous-
and ways. But get this bibiical doctrine
down: even Satan's roadblocks can
come only as God permits (comparell
Corinthians 12:7; Job 1:6—2:8).

It was God’s will that Paul continue
to be interested in the Thessalonians’
spiritual welfare and make plans to
return. It was also God’s will to allow
Satan to stop him. Paui didn't waste
time in frustration and bitterness, He
went on to the next alternative.

Therefore, he sent Timothy to
them (3:1-5).

Notice the cost: being left alone in
Athens {v. 1). That emotion was out-
weighed by another, repeated fwice: “I
could no longer forbear” (vv. 1, 5).
Paul couldn’t stand not knowing how
the Thessalonian believers were doing.

Notice, aiso, Paul’s three objectives
in sending Timothy: to establish the
Thessaionians {v. 2), to encourage
them in the face of the afflictions they
were experiencing {vv. 2.4}, and to
inform himself about their spiritual
progress (v. 5). Timothy could be
trusted on such a mission: note the
three-fold description of him (v. 2).

You can't miss the point: Paul was
anxious (“affliction and distress” v. 7)
about the spiritual lives of the Thessa-
lonians.

His fear is spelled out in verse 5: lest
somehow the tempter have tempted
you and our labor be invain. Apparent-
Iy he had consideredit areal possibility
that their faith could fail and his work
go down the drain. Out of that agony
of uncertainty he sent Timothy.

Consequently, he received
Timothy’s report with joy {3:6-10),

Timothy’s return brought good
news {“glad tidings,” v. 6, is the same
word that often means the “gospel’}.
You don't have to strain to see the
effect it had on Paul: encouragement
(v. 7), thanksaiving (v. 9), rejoicing (v.
9), and renewed prayers for the Thes-
salonians {v. 10).

Verse 8 summarizes it best: the
news that the Thessalonian converts
were standing fast in the faith was like
a new lease on life for Paut. He didnt
“live” unless his people prospered.
Look back at 2:19, 28 and you see that
even clearer.

Paul’s glory and joy were in those he
won to Christ and nurtured in the
faith. His crown would be mature



disciples to present to Jesus at His
return (compare Colossians 1:28, 29).
His whole iife was tied up in his con-
verts.

Finally, he continued to pray for
the Thessalonians (3:11-13). We have
already seen (v. 10) that Timothy's
report renewed Paul’s prayers.

Now Paul includes in this letter the
essence of his “night and day” prayer

Tilt Armageddon, by Billy Graham
(Word Books, 1981, 224 pp., hard cover,
$8.95).
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his is not a book about eschatol-

ogy. It deals with something which
is an inevitable part of life on this
planet, suffering.

Suffering is a fact of life. [t touches
rich and poor, learned and ignorant,
saint and sinner, Throughout history,
Christians have been called upon from
time to time to suffer for their faith.

Yet, suffering is not the exclusive
possession of the Christian. [t touches
everyone to one extent or another.

This book is designed to bring com:-
fort and understanding to the Chris-
tianwho is suffering because of illness,
persecution, or some other difficulty.
It can aiso be of value to ministers and
others who attempt to comfort those
who are suffering.

This volume can also point out to
the non-Christian something of the
hope and comfort which are available
to him in Christ.

In this work, Dr. Graham answers
some difficult questions. For example,
he answers the question, “Why doesn’t

for them, and there are three main
petitions: for another-opportunity to
visit them (v. 11; compare v. 10); for
their abundant increase in Christian
love (v. 12); and for their establishment
in holy living (v. 13). That, too, has
standing before Christ as its motive,
The iesson of this passage is power-
ful. When God’s servant is committed
to the spiritual welfare of those he
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God remove ail suffering from the
world?” Certainly He has the power to
do it,

Graham suggests two answers.
First, if God were to destroy all evil, He
would have to destroy all evil men.
This God does not do because He
would rather transform evil men than
destroy them.

Second, if all evil were removed
from the world, man would have noth-
ing but good to choose. That would
destroy man’s freedom of choice; he
would become nothing but a robot.

Dr. Graham presents the important
place which suffering occupied in the
ministry of Jesus. He points out that it
is through the blood of Christ that the
sinmer is justified and cleansed. In
shedding His blood, Christ suffered,
and suffered greatly.

Since Christ suffered so much, the
Christian should not expect to be
protected from suffering. Many times
in the scriptures, we are warned that
suffering is a portion of the Christian’s
lot in life.

This book also speaks of the things
which the Christian can do to prepare
for suffering and then to endure it
when it does come.

ministers to, he will not spare himself.
Like Paul, he will be open to the pain of
caring thus for others. His own sense
of well being will depend on how they
do.

But the greater the possibilities for
agony, the greater the potential for
joy. And what we invest of ourselves in
making and nurturing converts will not
go unnoticed when the Lord comes. &

First, the Christian can make sure
of his relationship with God. Second,
he can learn to walk with God in daily
life. Third, he can strengthen himself
with the Word of God. Fourth, he can
fortify himself with prayer. Fifth, he
can realize the nearness of God at all
times,

These things will not protect the
Christian from suffering, but they can
make him able to deal with it much
more effectively.

One very helpful section points out
how the Christian can bring help and
comfort to those who are suffering.
Another valuable portion deals with
the subject of death and how the
Christian can better understand it.

This is a book that many Free Wil
Baptists should find helpful. It can be
vatuable for those who are themselves
suffering. It can perhaps be even more
valuable to pastors, relatives, friends,
and others who deal with one who is
suffering.

This book is a tittle sobering. It
points out that suffering is not just an
illusion; it is real, very real. Yet the
author reminds us that, “The will of
Godwill never take uswhere the grace
of God cannot sustain us.” &
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