











Briefcase
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JACK WILLIAMS

hey taught me a new song my
I “first year at Free Will Baptist
"Bible College. At the time |
thought it somewhat presumptuous
for the opening stanza of the college
alma mater to suggest that God’s
Nashville address was 3606 West End
Avenue,

But two decades later, I'm not so
sure it was presumptuous after all.
Fact is, 've come to believe that
“Within these halls we love so well,
God (does) dwell in majesty.”

Given enough time, any denomina-
tion's educational institutions should
touch the entire movement, That goes
double for Free Wili Baptists.
FWBBC's influence casts the longest
shadow among denominational agen-
cies. Check the evidence.

The FWBBC Alumni As-

sociation totals 4,523 strong, including
more than 500 ministers. This speaks
well of the school’s commitment to
train local church leaders.

But where the college has touched
the denomination most dramatically is
its 40-year track record training home
and foreign missionaries and extend-
ing horizons in both church planting
and worldwide evangelism.

We have 95 home missionaries now
serving; 43 of them prepared at
FWBBC. That percentage escalates
with foreign missions. Of 157 foreign
missionaries who have and are serving,
144 studied at FWBBC. With these
statistics in hand, it is beyond me how
anyone can seriously question the

Does God Still Live
On West End Avenue?

school’s vision and commitment to
missijons, strong local churches, and
evangelism. : '

© More to the point—a 30-
-~ year analysis (1951-1981) of national

leaders revealed that 26 of 43 national
association officers were FWBBC
alumni. The same analysis ‘showed
that of 197 national board members
for the Foreign Missions, Home Mis-
sions, Bible College, Sunday Schooi
and Church Training, and Retirement

“-Departments, no fewer than 91 were

FWBBC alumnt.

And pushing further—a five-year
survey (1975-1980) of FWBBC stu-
dentswho completed the new Teacher
Education program verified that of the
54 who were teaching anywhere, 48
were employed in Christian Schools,
and six in public schools.

Through 1981 (including student
fees}, the denomination has pumped
over $22 million into the 9.6 acres and
19 major buildings which comprise the
Nashville campus. With this long-term
investment at stake, we are well ad-
vised to be careful stewards and not
throw the baby out with the bath water
in a moment of recklessness.

Let’s not kid ourselves
about it; severe crificism has ham-
strung the coliege for three years.
Some of that criticism is warranted,
but much of it is just plain fussiness.

Be that as it may, we can’t exempt
any denominational agency, including
FWBBC, from criticism. Honest grous-
ing is still the prerogative of the consti-
tuency.

It doesn’t take a Ph.D. to spot the
difference between constructive criti-
cism, which is always appropriate, and
malicious criticism which is never ap-
propriate. When FWBBC needs its
ears thumped, interested parties should
take a number and line up outside the
president’s office.

Criticism is like fire. A little in the
right place gives light, but a lot in the
same place burns down the house.

If admitting loyalty to and pronounc-
ing a blessing on FWBBC is offensive,
then so be it. How in the world can we

be anything but pleased as punch with
that which we ourselves have built?
Thecollegeis as much an indispensable
part of the woof and fabric of Free Wil}
Baptists as the Cooperative Plan and
Sunday School literature.

There is another point of
view, however. Some brethren have
announced plans for a new college on
the east coast to meet needs which
they feel are not being met. Is there

room for another college? Is there

sufficient need to justify another col-
lege? In my opinion, the answers to
both gquestions are yes and ves.

It is plainly unrealistic to insist that
FWBBC, Hillsdale FWB College and
California Christian College are meet-
ing all educational needs of Free Will
Baptists. We're too diverse for that,
and it’s time we came to terms with the
fact.

Nobody should oppose the birthing
of a new school--if it’s consistent with
the Free Will Baptist Treatise and true
to the Bible. We don’t need just one
more school; we could use a half
dozen more. The needs among us are
such that they won't all fit into our
present educational setup. This should
not be viewed as a problem, but an
opportunity.

Each college must fill its distinctive
role. But let's not forget that the
fountainhead of them all is FWBRC,
and that to a large extent, what we
have accomplished as a denomination
since 1942 began in the FWBBC class-
rooms.

Is FWBBC still worthy of

your confidence and support? Let me
put it thisway . . .. o
For the past 18 years, my wife and |
have cultivated and pruned a little
brown-eyed Free Will Baptist. On
August 21 we will bundle her clothes
and dreams in the back seat of our car,
prayerfully drive her across town, and
commit her future to our friends at
Free Will Baptist Bible Coliege.
[want my daughter to sing the same
song [ learned 20 years ago and dis-
cover for herself that “God dwells in
majesty” at 3606 West End Avenue. &
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od,

and Me

By Margrette E. Hughes

ighteen years ago, when [

first came to Free Will

Baptist Bible College, | had
just spent the most miserable year of
my life. [ had gone to a college near
my home, because it was near my
home, knowing that it was not God's
wili for me.

If you have lived any time in
known disobedience, then you know
what ! mean when I say miserable,
Not a day went by that [ was not
convicted of my disobedience.
Finally, [ said yes to the Lord and
came to Free Will Baptist Bible
College.

Only the Lord and I knew how
happy I was. The joy of obedience
was just as great as the misery of
disobedience. I was so happy that I'm
sure at times I came across as being
silly and giddy.

My husband expresses it this way,
“It's just like pulling into a safe
harbor after being in a storm.”

It was such a relief not to watch
every word [ said for fear that
someone would make something
ugly out of it, not to flinch at the
sound of someone taking the Lord’s
name in vain, no more coughing from
smoke being biown in my face, being
able to attend a basketball game and

not smell liqguor on someone’s
breath. I had finally found a crowd
where ] fit!

I learned so much that first year.
Everything revolved around the
Word of God.

The rules never bothered me. |
didn't even mind washing dishes in
the cafeteria to help pay my bills. I
was happy. [ was in God’s will and
nothing else mattered.

Those three years ! spent at Free
Wil Baptist Bible College were the
most important years of my life. In a
real sense, they prepared me for the
rest of my life. They made me strong
enough to weather three vears in
nursing school and come out with
my same faith and convictions.

Little did I know that the Lord was
preparing me for another role
associated with the Bible College.
After graduating from nursing
school, I met a young man who was
to be my husband. He answered the
call to preach and we were married.

[ was to come back to Free Will
Baptist Bible College. This time as
the breadwinner, so my husband
could prepare to preach the gospel.
The Lord blessed me with a good
job. I was asked to teach at the
school of nursing from which
graduated.

I was off on weekends, worked the
7-3 shift and at a better salary than
the general duty nurse, | was blessed
to see another life shaped into the
image of Christ through the influence
of Free Will Baptist Bible College.

In September, 1981 | returned to
Free Will Baptist Bible College again
in vet another capacity. My husband
was to be working in public refations
and I was to open a student health
office.

I find that little has changed. The
Word of God is still given the central
place on the campus. It is still taught
as the infallible Word of God. It is
still our guide for standards of dress
and manner of life.

However, | have seen one change,
The students, there are many more
of them. They come to us out of a
more polluted society, with more
problems. More and more come
from broken homes, bringing with
them the problems that come from
broken homes. The faculty and staff
need your prayers that they will have
wisdom when dealing with these
problems.

In a few short years | hope to be
associated with Free Will Baptist
Bible College in yvet another way, as
a mother. | have three children. I can
think of no greater thrill than to have
all my children attend Free Will
Baptist Bible College, and no greater
disappointment than for them to
attend another school.

| know I can safely trust them to
this schoot for the preparation that
they will need for life. &

ABOUT THE WRITER: Margrette Hughes,
B.A.,R.N., isdirector of student kealth services
atFree Will Baptist Bible College. She is married
to Larry Hughes, public relations assistant at
the college.
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RECEIPTS:
State Design. Undesign. Total April’81 Yr, to Date
Alabama 3 197.00 $ 18797 % 38497 § 182215 § 391817
Arizona 00 00 .00 00 11131
Arkansas 00 409291 4,092.91 2.204.06 14,652.64
California 00 577.69 977.69 1,040.93 4,529.00
Florida 00 1,148.14 1,148.14 954.93 6,100.05
Georgia 1,308.66 1,042.39 2.351.05 877.60 5,603.83
Idaho .00 00 00 00 117.67
litinois 5,326.17 3,739.38 9,065.55 2,868.78 10,417.52
Indiana .00 80.62 80.62 00 130.62
Kansas 217.35 296.00 513.35 288.12 1,025.05
Kentucky .00 .00 .00 00 157.00
Marytand .00 10.00 10.00 40.00 130.00
Michigan 1,972.81 .00 1,972.81 2.828.73 14,355.36
Mississippi 493.23 22382 717.056 574.17 3,060.00
Missouri 5811.99 .00 5811.99 7.527.07 22,908.03
MNew Mexico 216.60 144 .40 361.00 138.23 351.00
North Carolina 45.50 413.00 458.50 530.62 2470.46
Ohio 105.00 1,14.73 1,209.73 .00 5,357.13
Oklahoma 23,080.70 6,552.31 29,633.01 6,590.15 111,392.32
South Carolina 00 .00 .00 .00 25.00
Tennessee 1,500.05 950.21 2,450.26 957.68 4,764.01
Texas 5,183.40 359.35 5,542.75 474.74 15,075.89
Virgin Islands .00 00 .00 218.50 .00
Virginia .00 00 00 2,063.87 235,03
West Virginia .00 1463 14.63 00 182.32
Totals $45,458.46 $21,337.55  $66,796.01 $32,000.33 $227,079.41
DISBURSEMENTS:
Executive $ 1,301.91 $9,161.5] 31046342 §$ 903835 §42,170.12
Foreign Missions 28,122 .58 3,104.90 31,227 .48 9,643.04 104,240.24
Bible College 5,867.15 3,104,90 B,572.05 4,892.92 26,077.83
Home Missions 9,556.27 231344 11,869.71 4,233.75 38,068.61
Retirement & Insurance 435.61 225258 2,688.19 2,609.94 10,595.25
Master's Men 106,78 1217.58 1,324.36 1,313.33 5,009.61
Commission on

Theological Liberalism 68.16 182.64 250.80 269.00 917.75
Totals $45,458.46 $21,337.55  $66,796.01  $32,000.33 $227,079.41

CONTACT
SUBSCRIBER
SERVICE

label

Attach your mailing to all

correspondence.
Mail coupon to:
CONTACT Magazine !

P. 0. Box 1088
Nashville, Tn. 37202

Please check below:

{ ) Change of address. Affix current
mailing label; enter new address
below. Please allow 4 10 6 weeks,

[} New Subscription, Fill
below.

{ )} Renewai. Affix current mailing labei;
check coupon beiow.

in coupon

Name

Address

I Csty

State Zip

{ ) Please send a one year subscription of
CONTACT — $7.00.

{ )} Payment enclosed, |

)} Bill me.

7/CONTACT/JULY 82






By Sam Wikinson

id you hear about the foot-

ball player who was in the

most important game of the
year? He recovered a fumbie and ran
toward the goal post. His teammates
realized he was headed the wrong
way. One of them tackled him just
short of the end zone.

At halftime the young man sat alone
in the locker room with his head in his
hands. Every time someone looked at
him or spoke to him he cringed with
embarrassment. He was dejected and
overwhelmed with his error. The coach
announced that allwould return to the
field and play. The tocker room empiied
and the young man sat there alone.
The coach went to him and encouraged
him to return to the game.

“] just can't go back out there and
face the other players and all those
fans after what | did,” whispered the
player. With a tone of understanding
the coach told him to go play for the
game was not yet over, The embar-
rassed, almost defeated player re-
turned and plaved a strong second
half.

In God’s family many members are
trying to overcome and live with some
wrong doing in the past. They are
finding it frustrating, painful, embarras-
sing. It is a constant thief of their
spiritual happiness and power,

What does one do when he is
suddenly confronted with some embar-
rassing happening from his past? Is
there any heip for him? Are there any
principles in scripture which will help
him face a past drug problem, a past
jail sentence, a past immorality or any
other past sin committed before or
after conversion?

(God does, in His wisdom, portray in
the Bible men who had such problems:
David, who ventured into the tragic
sins of adultery and murder; Peter,
with his denial of the Lord and jail
sentences; and Paul, who persecuted
the Christians and spent years in jail.

How did these men deal with past
sins and go on to fulfilling and prosper-

ous lives for God? They faced them
just as we must face them today.

Repent and Confess

There are three steps which, when
carried out, give victory over anything
that one has to face from the past.
These steps are: confess and repent of
the sin; believe and be assured God
has forgiven the sin; expect and plan
for a confrontation with the sin in the
future.

True confession and repentance
require a correct view of sin. One must
realize that sin deserves judgment and
demands cleansing.

Also, one must take full responsibil-
ity for sin. There cannot be any ex-
cuses for the sin or placing of blame on
someone else.

David, in the confession and repent-
ance of his sins with Bathsheba, makes
this clear when he cried, “Have mercy
upon me, O God, according to thy
lovingkindness: according unto the
multitude of thy tender mercies blot
out my transgressions. Wash me
thoroughly from mine iniguity, and
cleanse me frommy sin. Far [ acknow!-
edge my transgressions: and my sin is
ever before me. Against thee, thee
only, have I sinned, and done this evil
in thy sight: that thou mightest be
justified when thou speakest, and be
clear when thou judgest.”

When one confesses and repents
toward God with a right view of sin, he
has a godly sorrow that causes him to
turn away from that sin.

Believe the Forgiveness

Following confession and repent-
ance, one must be truly convinced
that the sin or sins committed are
forgiven. This assurance that God is
keeping His promise and that sin or
sins will no longer be held against the
person is so necessary.

There can be novictory when faced
with past iniquities if there is no assur-
ance that God has forgiven. A constant
belief in God's forgiving power is neces-
sary.

John said, “If we confess our sins,
he is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins, and to cleanse us from all unright-
ecusness.” One must believe this, His
faith must rest on this promise of
forgiveness.

David was assured of God’s forgive-
ness when he wrote, “Purge me with
hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me,
and I shall be whiter than snow.” Men
may not forgive nor try to forget, but
God does forgive and forget.

Expect a Confrontation

The last step is for ane ta expect
and plan for his past to return and face
him. Satan will see that this happens.

Satanis an accuser and a disturber.,
With these attributes he will take every
opportunity to accuse you and bring
into your life things which will disturb
you. When one is not expecting Satan
to do this and not preparing for it, the
adversary has the upper hand. This
brings defeat in the person’s life, which
is exactly what Satan wants.

A definite strategy must be made to
apply God’s truths. One can start
preparing for this confrontation with
the past by putting into practice James
4:7-8. He advises one to submit ta
God., resist the Devil, and draw nigh to
God.

The whole armour of God-—belt of
truth, breastplate of righteousness,
shoes of the preparation of the gospel
of peace, shield of faith, helmet of
salvation and sword of the Spirit—
must be used at all times to quench al}
the fiery darts of the evil one.

David had a good plan when he
said, “Then will | teach transgressors
thy ways; and sinners shall be con-
verted unto thee . . . and my tongue
shall sing aloud of thy rightecusness.”

Stay busy in the Lord’s work and
He will make the bones which were
broken to rejoice.

No wrong committed in the past
can frighten us if it has been repented
of, its forgiveness is assured, and if
Satan’s bringing it up again is expected
and planned for. 4

ABOUT THE WRITER: Rev. Sam Wilkinson
pastors Surrency Free Will Bapfist Church,
Surrency, Georgia.
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young man just out of college
went job hunting, He carefully
4 2 prepared a resume’ for pro-
spective employers in which he gave
pertinent information concerning him-
self, his educational attainments, char-
acter and business references, and
personal expectations as to working
schedules and salary,

Dressed neatly but conservatively,
he set out to check several good leads.

Roldly and confidently he went from
place to place, courteously and effi
ciently stating his purpose for coming
and filling out applications for employ-
ment at each place.

At about the same time a young
minister just out of seminary and seek-
ing employment pursued an entirely
different course in finding a position,

He did not go in person to prospec-
tive pastorates but rather sought out
men in his profession to submit his
name to a pulpit committee seeking a
candidate. More importantly he had
been praying specifically for the Lord
to designate the area in which his
ministry would be most effective. He
confidently and expectantly awaited
the leadership of the Holy Spirit in the
matter.

Contrast this young minister’s ex-
perience with that of an older preacher

Y%

‘- @&\\ LN

who decided that he had been in his
current pastorate long enough and
wanted a change. On his own he made
a list of all the churches in the sur-
rounding area without pastors and
proceeded to visit each one.

At the close of each service he
asked for and received permission to
speak briefly, at which time he revealed
his reason for being present and re-
quested a meeting with the pulpit
committee, His tour was unproductive:
the response in each place was, “don’t
call us, we'll call you.”

In each of these three cases there
was one thing in common: men seek-
ing employment. The man seeking a



secular job followed accepted proce-
dure in his quest, as did the young
minister.

The older minister, even though he
should have known better, ignored
ministerial ethics governing the seek-
ing of a pastorate, which says in effect,
“In the Christian ministry, the man
does not seek the position; the position
seeks him,”

The gquestion arises then: “How
shalla shepherdwho has no flock, find
sheep?”

Trust the Holy Spirit

The first and most important rule to
be observed by the minister in this
connection is to rely on the leadership
of the Holy Spirit. This is the oniy way
by which one can be assured of a
useful and satisfying ministry:

A preacher who goes into any field
of labor without the clear and definite
leadership of the Holy Spirit is en-
dangering spiritually {and many times
physicaily, cf. [ Corinthians 11:30-32)
not only his own life, but the lives of
those whom he would serve.

In this connection the young minis-
ter is often perplexed and at a loss to
know how to determine the will of
God. Romans 12:1-2 gives the biblical
answer:

{1) Present your body to the Lord with
no strings attached, spiritually pure.

(2) Prectude all personal ambitions of a
worldly nature.

{3) Prove God's wilt for your renewed,
rejuvenated, regenerated life.

C. E. Colton answers the question
with this observation:

In making known His will {o man God
has always used human instrumental-
ity . .. In most cases the preacher need
not expect God to make known His will
by writing across the sky or by giving
some fantastic and phenomenal vision. . .
Usually God makes known His will
through the expressions of others. This
being the case, the preacher must learn
to ask God for a revelation of his will;
then he must look for that revelation in
the experiences and movemenis of men.
{The Minister’s Mission, by C. E. Coiton,
Zondervan Publishing House, Grand
Rapids, Michigan, 1961, pp. 25, 26.)

Press Each Opportunity

While waiting for God's will to be
reveaied, young ministers should take
advantage of every opportunity to
preach. Some novices want to start at

the top with a premium salary and all
the fringe benefits, Unless opportuni-
ties for preaching afford a direct pipe-
line to such a pastorate, they are not
interested.

Just two years ago, a man in his
middle 40’s, a popular and highly suc-
cessful high schoot basketbali coach,
surrendered to God’s call to the minis-
try. Opportunities to preach opened
up everywhere, in other denomina-
tional churches as well as Free Wil
Baptists. He took advantage of every
one of them and has been constantly
in demand.

In the meantime he and his pastor
were praying for God's will to be
revealed as to the future ministry of
this young minister. Today he is happily
settled in the place of God’s calling
enjoying a fruitful ministry.

Cultivate Friendships

The young minister should cultivate
friendships among his fellow ministers,
the older ones as well as those of his
own age group. In this way he is
enriching his own fife while at the same
time placing himself in a position which
could lead to the pastorate.

When a fellow minister is asked to
make a recommendation to a church
locking for a pastor, he will usually
{and wisely so) recommend someone
whom he knows well. This is in no
sense to be considered “wire pulling”
or church politics.

What could be more natural and
right than that God should work
through preachers to get the proper
shepherd and sheep together?

R. N. Barrett, in Ethics of the Minis-
try, says, “It is not improper to ask
some influential brother to propose
your name, that the church may know
who is available . . . . ” This request is
solely for the purpose of getting the
individual before the church. The rest
should be left entirely to the church
and the Holy Spirit.

Many of our states now have Execu-
tive or Promotional offices with fuli-
time secretaries. As a rule an up-to-
date registry of available ministers is
keptin these offices. Churches looking
for pastors often seek the cooperation
of these offices in securing candidates
for the pastorate.

The young minister would do well
to submit his name (and if requested, a
resume’} to the office in his state or the

state to which the Holy Spirit is leading
him. At one time the National Home
Missions office offered this service
also and probably still does.

Build Solid Reputation

What about the older minister who
is seeking a pastorate or who wants to
change pastorates? Again Barrett
writes, “As a general rule after a man
has had some experience and has
acquired some degree of reputation,
his work will speak for itself.”

An elderly minister was forced into
retirement due to failing health. After a
few vears of rest and medication, his
health improved to the point that he
felt led of God to get back into the
pastorate. Just a casual word dropped
in a ministers’ meeting one day was ail
that was needed. In a few weeks he
had several doors opened to him.

This in itself is a testimony as to the
value of godly, dedicated and tireless
pastoral service. Not only is it blessed
of God, it also earns the appreciation
and respect of God's people in the
churches.

Advancingyears do not necessarily
make one old. As long as one can stay
young in attitude and in heart, he is a
candidate for further and useful ser-
vice. His experience and wisdom are
traits beyond commercial evaluation
to any church,

A true shepherd, one who truiy
loves and constantly strives for their
best interests, will not be long without
sheep. &

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Damon C.
Daodd pastors New Home Free Will Baptist
Church, Colquitt, Georgia. He has written
several books including two on Free Will Baptist
history—The Free Will Baptist Story and March-
ing Through Georgia.
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INCIDENT (From page 13)

Clyde’s face took on that far-away
look again.

“Please go on,” | begged. “What
happened after everyone received their
reservations?”

“They just stood there,” Clyde mur-
mured, trance-like. “They stood in
total silence, huddled in a tiny group,
while all around them, this huge crowd
began to form in tight lines along the
street.

“Every doubter and scoffer in
Walkertown and Clark County had
come to ridicule that tiny band of
believers when their freedom train
failed to show up.”

“What about the ticket clerk,” |
asked. “What was he doing all this
time?”’

“Well, at exactly 12 o'clock he closed
the window and hung out a sign which
said: CLOSED. NOMORE TICKETS
AVAILABLE. Then he took his place
in the group.

“About that time one of the town
clowns smarted off about running out
of time to get your tickets and where
was the train and stuff like that. It was
a funny feeling, I'll tell you, all those
people standing and staring at an
empty train track.

“The air was as tense as a banjo
string. Those with the red tickets
huddled more closely together. Some
were weeping. | hese were comforted
by the pastor of the Baptist Church.
He kept teliing them to be patient, that
it wouldn’t be long. He was right.”

“The train pulled m!” | finished,

excitedly, putting another reel into the
recorder at the same time.

“The most beautiful machine [ ever
saw,” Clyde said, smiting broadly. His
eyes lit up as he described the train.

“At first it was just a sitver speck on
the horizon, then a long, shiny, silent
bullet. Finally we could see it clearly,
but we had to shade our eyes whenthe
sun bounced off her sides. In just
seconds from the moment we spotted
her, she glided noiselessly into the
station.

“Beautifull Really beautifull All
chrome and glass—crystal windows,
I'm sure. She was at least 300 feet Jong.
She gave one long blast, like nothing I
had ever heard before, then youcould
have heard a feather drop as those
people got on board.

“Nobody was joking now., Mouths
hung open in disbelief, hats came off in
respect, but no one was laughing . . . ex-
cept the folk with the tickets. They
were shouting and hugging each
other . .. and telling their kin goodbye.

“A few people from the throng in
the streets began to crowd around the
closed ticket booth. One man pounded
onthe door, screaming for a ticket. He
never got an answer.”

“That is amazing, Clyde,” [ told him
earnestly.

“Amazing?” He laughed. “What |
am about to tell you now is amazing.
It's about the crew on that train. ¥You
see, there were these handsome young
men with shining faces, dressed in the
grandest white suits you ever saw.
They came out of the train in droves to

receive the tickets and accompany the
bearers on board.

“Then the conductor appeared in
the doorway. He wore a white robe
trimmed in gold. There was a dead-
ening silence in the whole town as he
looked straight into the eyes of the
crowd and said seven words that cut
our hearts asunder.”

“What did he say, Clyde? What?” ]
asked frantically.

Clyde looked directly at me as he
recounted those infamous words with
great sadness. “ ‘Depart from me. |
never knew you.”” he said. “And that
was the last we ever saw of that train
and those people to this day.”

After hearing Clyde Baker’s story, |
spent a solid month researching my
information. ! haunted the “morgue”
of every newspaper from Walkertown
toNashville. I became a railroad station
“bum,” pouring over every logbook
and schedule recorded in the year
1919.

The president of the railroad line
informed me that there had never
been a chrome coach in the history of
his company, let alone one with crystal
windows, then he laughed at me. My
story was rejected by both the Nash-
ville Banner and the Davidson County
Gazette.

“Who wouid believe atale like that?”
they mimicked.

I did. Would you? i

F.W.BAPTIST

“How much farther are you going to drive
before you stop and get the alr condidoner
fixed?”

“Cheese and crackers! Cheese and crack-
ers! For the last 200 miles, When are we
gonna get some real food?” ‘

“Iwish you'd left me at Grandma’s. Why are
you dragging me to the Convention?”

“Moses! Was It ever like this?”
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D The Free Will Baptist Pulpit

~‘ Leo Potete, Pastor

Peoples Free Will Baptist Church, Justice, 1llinois

Making Sin Appear To
Be Sinful

Scripture—~Romans 7:13

Introduction

In these days there are preachers, churches, even entire
denominations who no longer preach against sin to make it
appear sinful.

Perhaps if we preached more on the fundamentals of the
faith and followed the examples of godly men, we would fare
better in our fight against sin.

I. We need to preach and teach more about basic biblical
principles.
A, The Reality of Helt
1. Christ preached 56 times on hell, 24 times on heaven.
His last sermon was on hell (Matthew 25:31-46).
2. Helt is not only for Satan, but for all who follow him.
3. The Bible describes hell as an eternal, literal and terrible
place of torment, where the lost wili be separated from
God forever.
B. The Necessity of Separation
1. The Bible commands it {(Isaiah 52:11; II Corinthians
6:17).
2. The Bible describes it (Deutercnomy 22;5; H Corinthians
11: Psalm 1:1; Proverbs 4:14).
3. The Bible warns of consequences of not being separated
(Il Chronicles 19:2; [ Kings 11:2, 4).
C. The Fear of God
1. Without fear of the Lord, or respect for God, we can't
expect to grow into mature Christians (Proverbs 9:10).
2. Fearing God causes men to depart from evil (Proverbs
16:6).
3. Fear those in authority. We wouid rather run down our
leaders than show respect (Ephesians 6:5).
Il We no longer follow the examples of godly men.
A. Nathan who preached to David (Il Samuel 12:1-14).
1. He told a king that he sinned. We won't even tell our
kids.
2. He made sin appear so sinful that it angered even the
sinner (v. 5}.
3. He preached i so hard that David could not deny it. He
said, “[ have sinned” (v. 13).
B. Peter who preached to Ananias and Sapphira {Acts
5:1-11).

1. Made the sin of greed appear to be an abomination to
God, a sin which Americans commit daily.

2, GaveSapphira a chance to confess, just as God gives us
a chance {wv. 8, 9).

3. Result made sin appear sinfu to those who heard of it (v.
11},

C. Paul who preached to Felix {Acts 24:22-27).

1. Paul feared no man, but let the power of God work in his
life, something we’re afraid to do today.

2. Paul's sermon:
Righteousness—not our’s, but God’s.

Temperance-—a virtue which Americans have deserted
and churches are afraid to teach.

Judament to Come-—people have afear of the unknown
and if the unsaved people of our country knew of their
judgment to come, they would surely tremble.

3. Felix’s reaction:
He trembled—how many people tremble when we
preach?

He sent Paul out—preachers today don't get sent away,
they run away.

D. Christ who died on the cross.

1. He was stripped naked, that is what sin does to one
(John 19:23).

2. He made sin appear so sinful, that God the Father
turned His back on Him for three hours (Matthew
27:45-46).

3. He became sinfor us and that sin was so ugly that Christ
was bevond recognition (Isaiah 52:14).

4. Christ appeared sinful in the sight of God, so that we
might appear sinless, if we choose to accept Him as our
Lord and Savior.

Conclusion

When we realize how sinful we are in the sight of God, it
should make us beg for mercy. We have to accept the fact that
when we sin, no matter whoit is, or what the sinis, we sin against
a God who demands righteousness. 4
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BEWARE (From page 17)

HUMANISM

JACK W. STALLINGS

Humanism
By Jack W. Stallings

S tallings outiines the historical development of Human-
ism. An important milestone on this journey was the
emergence of the theory of evolution. The author regards
Humanism “as the philosophy of evolution.”

Humanism “systematizes evolutionary conceptsinto
a far-reaching and comprehensive philosophical system. It
gives practical expression to the many implications of
evolutionary thought and clearly distinguishes them from
Christianity.”

Stallings labels Humanism as “the threat to Chris-
tianity in the last two decades of the twentieth century.”
He cites two reasons why Humanism poses a threat. The
first is its strength. The second, its doctrine. This ancient
philosophy has burgeoned in recent years. In the early
1950’s the World Council of Churches identified Humanism
as the chief rival of Christianity. It is no less imposing
today.

Humanists inciude college professors and govern-
ment leaders within their ranks. According to one survey,
two-thirds of American coliege students consider them-
selves “humanistic.”

Proponents of Humanism feel “the present age may
be characterized as predominately humanistic . . . . ”
Christian writers do not disagree. Francis A. Schaeffer
believes “we are indeed very, very far down the road
toward a totally humanistic culture.”

Abortion, homosexuality, situation ethics, rejection
of absolutes, and the acceptance of evolution all underscore
the pervasive influence of Humanism.

The author lists eight foundational teachings of
Humanism: {1) Atheism. (2) Evolution. {3} A Mechanical
View of Man. (4} The All-sufficiency of Man. (5) Man-
centered Ethics and Values, (6) Earth-centered Happiness.
{7) A Socialist Global State. (8) A Program of Implementa-
tion.

The implications of point eight are especially un-
nerving. Humanism“is not just one of the many theoretical
philosophical systems . . . . [t is a program of action. It is a
plan for transforming society.”

Humanism by Jack W. Stailings is a frightening look
at one of the most widespread philosophies of the day. If it
arouses even one believer from his indifference, it will
provide a valuable service.

PROPHETS
OF
PROGPERITY

A Biblical Examination of the
Healrh and Wealith Philosophy

Lonnie Skiles and Lerov Forlines

Prophets of Prosperity—
A Biblical Examination of the
Health and Wealth Philosophy

By Lonnie Skiles and Leroy Forlines

P rophets of Prosperity—A Biblical Examination of the
Health and Wealth Philosophy is divided into two sections.
The first, “Modern Trends in Health and Wealth Philoso-
phy,” was written by Lonnie Skiles. The second chapter,
“The Health and Wealth Promises Under The Scrutiny of
Scripture,” was written by Leroy Forlines.

Skiles takes note of the prevalence of the health and
wealth teaching in contemporary Christendom. He proper-
iy assessed the reasons for its popuiarity when he wrote
“When the church loses its pilgrim spirit, it loses its longing
for Heaven and develops a taste for this world and the
things of this world.”

Forlines examines the verses which allegedly teach
this erroneous doctrine. He points out a common violation
of a basic tenet of biblical interpretation. One cannot
ignore the context of scripture if he wishes to arrive at a
proper understanding of scripture.

Forlines takes a biblically sound approach to exegesis
of the so-called “health and wealth promises.” While he
acknowiedges “Promises can be found in the Word of
God,” he also warns us “we must be careful that we
interpret them in the context of scripture.”




Forlines points out that miraculous events in New
Testament times were “signs.” They occurred for three
reasons: “(1) They were performed by Jesus as a sign of
God’s approval upon Him, His claims, and His message.
(2) They were performed by the apostles as a sign of their
apostleship. (3) They were performed by the aposties and
a few others as a sign of the truth of the New Testament
revelation of the gospel and the new relationship of the
Holy Spirit to believers,”

Miracles are no jonger necessary for any of these
reasons. T hus, these reasons are not a valid cause for
miracies today. Therefore, one should not expect the
miracuious in the abundance promised by the prophets of
prosperity. ‘

One particular aspect of Forlines’ treatment of faith
is quite instructive. He distinguishes between specific faith
and general faith. “Specific faith is faith in a specific
promise of God.” “General faith is faith in the goodness of
God, the love of God, the mercy of God, the power of
God, the wisdom of God, etc., which causes us to cast our
cares upon Him (I Peter 5:7) but it does not give us
assurance about the exact way God wili deal with a
matter.”

The auther cautions that “Answers to prayer must

take place in the framework of God’s purposes.” He adds
“Our lives must be submitted toa God so that His purposes
can be worked out by whatever means He chooses.”

This booklet contains a great deal of wise counsel.
Perhaps none is mare pointed than this. “God means for
the Christian life to be rich with meaning. He wants us to
have basic peace and happiness. [f we have good health, let
us thank God, but let us not judge those who do not have
good health. If we do not have good health, let us draw on
that ali-sufficient grace of God that enables us to be
contented regardless of circumstances.

“If we have an abundance of material possessions, let
us remember that there are people who are equally as
spiritual that have deep financial concerns. If we feel that
we have more than our share of problems, let us learn to
say with Paui with regard to tribulation, distress, persecu-
tion, famine, nakedness, peril or sword, “Nay, in all these
things we are more than conquerors through him that
loved us"” (Romans 8:35, 37). 4

ABOQUT THE WRITER: Reverend Larry Hampton is manager of the
editorial division at the Sunday School and Church Training Department.
He is a graduate of Free Will Baptist Bible College, Covenant Theological
Seminary, and Wheaton Graduate School.
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READER SUGGESTS ABETTER IDEA

Let’s unstack the National Offices.

After reading your recent article (April)
about unstacking the boards, | have come up
with this idea, Let's deciare all the National
Offices vacant.

You see, all the heads of our departments
and all their employees live in Tennessee! How
awful. This is nothing short of old fashioned
denominational politics. 1 am sure that all of
thern now think and act like Tennesseans and it
is just not fair to the other states.

] say that every state deserves to have a
national employee living in their state. This way
they will be sure to have someone who thinks
like them. (Never mind the long distance drive
each weekend to Ohio, Oklahoma, California,
Florida and so on—something more important
is at stake.}

Sound illogical and absurd? No more than
your suggestion of unstacking the boards.

One good thing, if we unstack the National
Offices then we would at least get to vole on a
new CONTACT editor.

Reverend Dann Patrick, Pastor
Faith Free Will Baptist Church
Goldsboro, North Carolina

‘SOUR GRAPES’
CAMOUFLAGES TRUTH

“The Taste of Sour Grapes” in the May
CONTACT camouflaged the real dispute about
the state of affairs at Free Will Baptist Bible
College.

May CONTACT refrain from thrashing god-
iy men in the future as these men refuse to
worship the “sacred cow™ at 3606 West End
Avenue,

Reverend Bobby Glenn Smith, Pastor
Coilege Lakes Free Will Baptist Church
Fayetteville, North Carolina

OUR ENEMY IS US!

Thanks for “The Taste of Sour Grapes”
which appeared in the May issue.

[t seemns that our Free Will Baptist denomina-
tionis now facing the greatest battle ever against
Satan, In times past, we have fought against
outside intervention. We stood firm to hoid off
government money and power from telling us
what to do and how to teach.

Now, it seems, the great problem we face is
our own “so-called” denominational leaders,
who by their own admission, would split the
school and the denomination to prove or have
their own way.

Can we not agree, in love, 1o disagree
without destroying everything our spiritual fore-
fathers have fought, bled, and died for in order
to give us this greaf denomination?

While | do not totally agree with what
Brother Forlines believes on the wineissue, [ will
defend his right as a Free Will Baptist teacher to
teach his view on this subject.

Reverend Edward Hutchinson, Pastor
Route 60 Free Will Baptist Church
Kenova, West Virginia

PASTOR SQUEEZES SOUR GRAPES

Your “Briefcase” article in the May, 1982
issue of CONTACT accurately titted would be
“The Taste Of Fermented Grapes” (alcoholic
wine). | believe that is the issue from which you
derived your “take-off” title.

Your crusade cry for “academic freedom” in
“the third danger” is strange. What do you
mean? We do not have that now, For example, a
professor believing in eternal security cannot
remain as a teacher at Free Will Baptist Bible
Coilege. Your context use of the term would
permit such a professor tc stay.

Now, in the name of “academic freedom”
(your term}, we have at least one profegsor who
says that Jesus made and drank fermented
wine, in his opinion. This casts a shadow on the
sinlessness of Christ far it makes the drinking of
intoxicants the only thing God condones in
moderation and condemns to hell for in excess {§
Corinthians 6:9, 10; Galatians 5:21).

If this is embraced as a part of “academic

freedom” what next; two Isaiahs, inspiration for
certain of the 14 hidden (apocrypha} books, or
the Bible as just inspired concepts and not the
very word of God?

Before all join in a rousing chorus of “horse
laughs,” may [ suggest you get several church
history books that trace the pattern of main line
denominationa} educational institutions. Those
dealing with Methodist, Southern Baptist and
Presbyterian denominational colieges will serve
to document the “Pandora’s box" of “academic
freedom.” “Academic freedom” for these de-
nominational schools was tantamount to com-
plete loss of control.

How much will we write off and/or embrace
in the name of “academic freedom?” Think
about it,

Reverend Randy Cox, Pastor
First Free Will Baptist Church
Raleigh, North Carclina

DOWN WITH STRAW MEN

| appreciate the timely editorial in the April
issue, | am sure it will not win many new friends
insome circles. In any case those things need to
be said and have needed to be for some time.

it is a shame that some of our men are
muzzled by their position and cannot speak out
on issues of grave importance without “offend-
ing” segments of the denomination, which in
turn harms the Bible College and other arms of
the National financially. [t will take courage to
stand true to God's Word and the freedom of
grace when issues raised have such spiritual and
high emotional impact. May God give the grace
needed and discernment necessary to separate
truth from chaff.

I became a part of the Free Wil Baptist in
1967. Two years later | answered the call to
preach and in the intervening years | have seen
several straw men erected in the name of
spirituality by about the same group of men.

The first was over the priority of Evangelism
vs. Edification, then the uproar over “'to bus or

not to bus.”

The last several years have been taken up
with the so-called mandate for Christian day
schools. Of course one is not too spiritual to
disagree with some of these pets of the more
separated.

If memory serves, all of these have been
more or less touted as the fitling of the gap o hait
the downward plunge of America into hell. | find
no such promise in God's Word. All of these
have a place, but I still think the central geal is
win and teach the lost, not be spiritual police-
men.

Some may have forgotten that there is
strength in numbers as well as unity. If Godisto
use us we need both to meet the needs of a
world system geared to destruction and the
downfall of all that is godhy.

Reverend Ron lvey, Pastor
First Free Wili Baptist Church
Warren, Arkansas

DISAGREED IN PAST, BUT NOW . . .

Your “Sour Grapes” article could have been
called “Sour Stomachs” by the reaction you wilt
receive. Paul's instruction to Timothy to use a
little wine for stomach sake will hopefully be
remembered by all who are upset.

Inthe past [ have disagreed with you on your
stand against associating with other denomina-
ticnai groups and independent churches. But
"Sour Grapes™ hits squarely at a problem among
Free Will Baptists. Until a few years ago 1 didn’t
believe it existed, but it is very evident now.

It seems that Free Wili Baptists don’t want to
discuss some of the things other churches and
denominations discuss. We have to draw lines
and hurl accusations in order to be spiritual.
Thought, no matter how small it may be, will not
be tolerated.

What is so sad for me is that men [ have
admired and wanted to be like are now saying
believe everythingl say and you can be a part of
us. They do want power and every year at the
Bible Conference the campaign for more power

begins by discrediting someone or something,
Where is the unity Paul told us to maintain
within the Body?

Now my stomach’s upset, Paul, why didn't
you tell us what vou meant by wine. [ need some
relief.

Reverend Deon Walker, Pastor
Pardue Memorial Free Will Baptist Church
Clarksville, Tennessee

MAGAZINES HAVE A MiNISTRY. .

ey
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FREE WILL BAPTIST

ANGE LEAVES FWBBC POST

NASHVILLE, TN—Dr. Joseph G.
Ange, 59, resigned his position asFree
Will Baptist Bible College’s Director of
Religious Activities effective May 15 to
enter full-time evangelism and confer-
ence work.

Reverend Ange came to the Bible
College in 1972 after 20 years as a
pastor of Free Will Baptist churches in
Tennessee, North Carolina, and Michi-
gan. He completed 10 years with
FWBBC, his original job description
finally expanding to include roles as
campus pastor and director of Chris-
tian service.

“l already have 53 revivals sched-
uled,” Ange confirmed to CONTACT
in early May. His previous experience
has included 400 revivals in 20 states
and four foreign countries.

“I have been three years coming to
this decision,” Ange reflected. “I'd like
to give the next 10 years to evangelism
and helping local pastors.”

Brother Ange has been a noted
church builder in his pastorates—both
materially and spiritually. More than
2,000 converts and $2 million in church
buildings dot his background. He also
launched daily radic and weekly tele-
vision ministries. During his pastorate

at Central FWB Church, Royal Oak,
Michigan (1957-1966), Sunday Schooi
attendance topped 1,038.

In 1964 the Greater Detroit Sunday
School Association named Reverend
Ange “Pastor of the Year.” Bob Jones
University conferred the honorary
Doctor of Divinity degree on him in
1971.

Dr. Ange’s wife, Hazel, will travel
with him in the new evangelism out-
reach. He will be headquartered at 606
McDonald Court, Nashville, Tennes-
see 37217, Phone (615) 361-6226.

Ange says, “I am willing to serve the
Free Will Baptist people anywhere
God leads. The size of the church and
geographical location makes no differ-
ence.”

DEPARTMENT ANNOUNCES SPRING SUNDAY SCHOOL CONTEST WINNERS

NASHVILLE, TN—Sunday Schools
in 27 states notched victories through
participation in the Soldiers of the
Cross Sunday School enlargement
campaign.

Enrollments arew and attendance
increased as new prospects were
brought under the power of the taught
and preached Word.

A net increase of almost 51 percent
was recorded by those reporting.
Churches reported a 50.76 increase
over the fall quarter’s average attend-
ance, 1981.

Appropriate awards are being pre-
pared for those first and second place
winners listed.

The Fall 1982 enlargement cam-
paign is entitied Qutreach ro the Un-
reached and will be held October 3-31.

CAMP. FALL AVERAGE
DIVISION CHURCH AVG, AVG, INCREASE
A 1st First, Farmington, MO 688 676 1.78%
2nd  {None}

B {No Entries}
C 1st Wocdbine, Nashvilie, TN 433 352 23.01%
2nd Collinswoed, Portsmouth, VA 369.75 311 18.89%
D Ist  Sunnylane, Del City, OK 398 214 85.98%
2nd  Grace, Arnold, MO 267 206 29.61%
E ist Cavanaugh, Ft. Smith, AR 290 193 50.26%
2nd  Sulligent, Sulligent, AL 211 155 36.13%
F 1st  Ambassador, Cincinpati, OH 235 121 94.21%
2nd  Hazel Deli, Sesser, IL 169.75 105 61.67%
G 1st  Sheraton Park, Greensboro, NC 187 86.61 108.68%
2nd  Harmony, Parkville, MO 108 55 96.36%
H 1st  First, Vancouver, WA 63 10.8 483.33%
2nd  Gospel Light, Bonne Terre, MO 52 16 225 0%
[ 1st First, East Greenwich, RI 38 20 90.0%
2nd  Pilgrims In Faith, Sapulpa, OK 39 24 62.50%



1982 WRITER’S CONTEST WINNERS NAMED

NASHVILLE, TN—The fifth annual
Writer's Contest, sponsored by Free
Will Baptist Sunday School and Church
Training Department, resulted in en-
tries from 10 states in six of the seven
categories according to Dr. Malcolm
C. Fry, Assistant Director. The foilow-

Short Story

1st Place: “Incident at Walkertown”
By Billy R. Maynard
Pikeville, Kentucky

2nd Place: “James 5 Made the Differ-
ence”
By Thelma B, McNew
Nashville, Tennessee

3rd Place: No Title
By Elaine Presnell
Marion, North Carotina

Play/Skits

1st Place: “Choose You This Day”
Dolores Payne
Ina, Illinois

Poetrvy

1st Place: *Psalm of Eastertide”
By T. O. Davis
Waynesboro, Mississippi

ing are the winners in each category.
This annual contest is not only a
help to prospective writers, but may in
the years to come prove beneficial to
many readers in our denomination.
Several of the entries revealed poten-
tial in the field of Christian writing.

2nd Place: “Naaman”
By 1. Bennie Turner
Andrews, South Carclina

3rd Place: “Raptured”
By John Best
Greensboro, North Caro-
lina
4th Place: “In the Wilderness”
By Rebecca Purkey
Chesterfield, Indiana
Tract
1st Place: “The Question of the Wise
Men”
By 1. Bennie Turner
Andrews, South Carolina
Book
1st Place: “Miracies Unceasing”

By Wanda Reece
Seabrook, Texas

FWB MISSIONARIES HELP INAUGURATE BIBLE PLAZA

ARARAS,BRAZIL—Free Will Baptist
Missionaries Ken and Marvis Eagleton
were among a group of Christian com-
munity leaders who took part in a
special Bible Plaza inauguration on
April 27 celebrating the 111th anniver-
sary of the city of Araras.

(L) Mayor and Mrs. Valdemir
with Ken and Maruis Eagleton.

The new public plazais immediately
across the street from the Free Wil
Baptist mission in the Maraba’ area of
Araras. A special marker engraved
with the words “Bible Plaza—Love
God above all things and your neighbor
as vourself” was unveiled during mid-
morning ceremonies,

Araras Mayor Valdemir G. Zuntini,
several city councilmen, a member of
the State House of Deputies, plus a
large gathering of area residents were
present for the inauguration.

Among the activities, a short Bible
message was given by the representa-
tive of the evangelical churches of
Araras and prayer was made thanking
God for the public recognition of His
Word by city officials. The messenger
contrasted this occasion of recognition
of the Bible with past history when the
Bible was burned in the public square.

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
KEYSNEWMEXICO MEETING

ALBUQUERQUE, NM—Free Will
Baptist Executive Secretary Melvin
Worthington addressed the 14th an-
nual session of the New Mexico State
Association April 16-17 in Albuguer-
que, Worthington spoke twice to the
65 ministers, delegates and visitors on
the conference theme “Equipped for
the High Calling.”

Delegates authorized a committee
to revise the state constitution. The
committee wiil report at the 1983 ses-
sion. In other action, delegates pledged
themselves and the eight New Mexico
churches to help clear up indebtedness
on the church property at Albuguer-
que where Home Missionary Bill
Adkisson ministers.

Rev. Karel Smith was named state
promotional officer for New Mexico,
replacing Carlsbad Pastor Pat
Burttram. Smith plans to start a new
church in Roswell. The state Home
Missions Board allocated $1100 to
Reverend Smith to assist him in the
Roswell project.

Moderator Mack Humbles fed the
two-day session. Peggy (Mrs. Bill)
Adkisson spoke to 25 at the Woman’s
State Auxiliary banquet on Friday eve-
ning.

The 1983 association meets April
15-16 at Faith Memorial Chape! FWB
Church, Carlsbad.

Urbana, Ohic Pastor Roger Childers wel-
comes new members, Nancy Knotts (L),
age 99, and her sister Sibie Nichols, age
101. See Currently for more information.
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FWBBC SMASHES ‘WELCOME DAYS’ ATTENDANCE RECORD

NASHVILLE, TN—A record 356 pro-
spective students and sponsors at-
tended Free Will Baptist Bible College’s
spring Welcome Days recruitment
drive in Nashville, April 8-10, accord
ingto Dr. CharlesHampton, organizer
of the semi-annual event.

The previous record was 332, who
attended the spring, 1980, Welcome
Days. Dr. Hampton noted that most of
thevisitors came from North Carolina
(54), Alabama (41} and Tennessee
(40).

Some 96 churches from 20 states
sent students to the three-day campus
stay. For the first time Welcome Days
guests came from Arizona and Wis-
consin. The 1982 total included 95
boys, 164 girls, and 97 sponsors.

The Evangel Players gave a special
performance of “World Without End”
for Welcome Days guests. The Coliege

Choir presented their 1982 springtour

program, “Faithful To His Calling.”
The college’s instrumental ensembie
also performed for the visitors.
Friday activities inciuded wvisits to
classes, chapel, and interviews with
teachers. Sponsors were treated to a

reception, courtesy of the Public Rela-
tions Departmerit. The gym and pool
were open Friday afternoon and
FWBBC students presented a special
variety program for the visitors. A pair
of evening basketball games climaxed
the Welcome Days schedule.
President Charies A. Thigpen,
pleased with the response to Welcome

Days, said, “We thank God for the
record number who came. [t is thrilling
to know that there are hundreds of
young people who want to learn mare
about the ministry of Free Will Baptist
Bible Coilege.”

Welcome Days are scheduled for
December 2-4, 1982, and April 7-9,
1983.

CALIFORNIA ACADEMY WINS MODEL STATUS AWARD

SANTA PAULA, CA—The Herman
Lewis Christian Academy, operated
by Santa Paula Free Will Baptist
Church, SantaPaula, has been award-
ed model status for 1981, accordingto
Principal Marc Hatwig.

The 86-student academy uses the
Accelerated Christian Education cur-
riculum. All full-time academy staff
members are alumni of California

Christian College, Fresno. Pastor Cecil
Spurlock is also a CCC alumnus.

Mr. Hatwig related, “The city ac-
cepts and supports our school. We
have more applications than we can
take.”

The academy reports that 70 per-
cent of its students are on the honor
roll. Five students have been converted
this school year.

The school offers courses for stu-
dents from kindergarten through the
12th grade. It started with an enroli-
ment of 53.

Mr. Hatwig confirmed, “Qur experi-
ence with the school has fulfiled our
highest expectations for our stu-
dents.”

FWB PASTOR RIDES WITH POLICE

BERKELEY, MO —Police Chief
Robert E. Woerther says the year-oid
Berkeley Police Department’s Chap-
lain Ride-A-Long Program serves as a
release valve for the officers, and the
fact that the chaplains are there has a
calming effect on the officers.

Free Wili Baptist Pastor Nick Hollis
of First FWB Church, Berkeley, be-
came part of the twice aweek program
“not to be a psychologist or a crying

towel, but something that was some-
where between the two.”

The Berkeley program assigns local
pastors to ride in patrol cars and offer
counsel and guidance to the officers.
Officers, as well as supervisory person-
nel, acknowledge that the program is
beneficial,

Lieutenant Terry Carty said, “] think
it's great. A policeman sometimes
needs helpin a different way than other

persons in the community.”

Pastor Hollis remarked that he often
has to identify himself as a minister at
the scene of a crime since “most
people think I am a plainclothes of-
ficer.”

Hollis says he considers the Ride-A-
Long program a part of his regular
pastoral duties.
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Green Tree Bible Study

Robert E. Picirilli

I Thessalonians 5:12-28

The Christian’s Life In The Church

lot is packed into this conclud-
A ing part of | Thessalonians.
Some call it a “miscellaneous”
section, with so many brief exhorta-
tions. But there is a pattern, one that
can be seen in terms of the believer’s
relationship to the local church. (By
the way, youwill find here the basis for
several things in our church covenant.)
R espect for Church Leaders is the
subject of verses 12, 13. Note,
first, their three-fold “work™:; they “la-
bor” among believers, a difficult, tiring
toil; they are “over” the others, which
literally means they “stand before”
them as leaders with responsibility;
they “admonish” the church in a kind
of instruction that literally “puts in
mind.”
Then note the Christians’ obliga-
tions to these leaders: to *know” them
(to respectfully recognize them be-

cause of the place they fill) and to.-

“esteem them highly in love” {a loving
regard for and honor of them).

Most important, notice the connee-
tionwith the last part of verse 13. Only
when leaders lead aright and others
follow with respect can there be true
peace within the fellowship.

bligations within the Fellowship

are dealt with in verses 14, 15.
No doubt the leaders just referred to
will have special responsibility here,
but every believer owes it to every
other believer—especially within a locat
church—to fulfill these duties.

First, the unruly must be warned,
“Unruly” means disorderly, out of line.
“Warn” is the same word as “admon-
ish” in verse 12. The disorderly need
the instruction that will put them in
mind of their behavioral duties.

Second, the feebleminded need
comfort, “Feebleminded” s not used in
our modern sense, but refers to the
discouraged, those on the verge of
giving up. They need someone to rush
to their side and give them encourage-
ment,

Third, the weak need support.
“Weak” means spiritually ailing, not
healthy and strong. “Support” literally
suggests holding oneseif against some-
one to help hold them up.

Fourth, all need patience, which
means longsuffering. The “all” couid
include sinners, but the context ap-
pears to emphasize the needs of fellow
Christians.

Verse 15 sort of sums it all up as
seeking others’ good at all time, regard-
less how others treat us. And that

definitely applies to sinners as well as
to saints. Even so, the main point of
these verses is clear: we need one
another in the Christian life. We are in
this together, and will make it or fail
together.

onstant Christian Attifudes are

taught in verses 16-18, three brief
commands that are worth volumes.
Each one has dual emphasis on a
continuing experience, in the action of
the verb and in the adverbial phrases
that say “all the time.”

Be rejoicing at all times {v. 16). This
is the shortest verse in the Greek New
Testament, but it sure isn’t a small
truth,

Be praying “without ceasing” (v,
17). This doesn’t mean 60 minutes
every hour around the clock, but
regularly, without lapses in one’s prayer
life.

Be giving thanks in every circum-
stance (v. 1B)—not necessarily for
everything, but for God's goodness
and grace that are ours in all circum-
stances, pleasant or not.

Yes, these attitudes are for individ-
uals, but they are experienced at their
best when they are also experienced
and manifested in the whole congrega-
tion’s life.



R esponse to Spiritual Manifesta-
tions is the one subject through-
out verses 19-22; these instructions,
too, have special meaning for the on-
going activities of the local body of
believers. In Paul’s day, with the New
Testament incomplete, revelations for
the church were still given to prophets;
“spiritual” manifestations, therefore,
needed careful testing {and still do; cf.
1 John 4:1).

The genuine work of the Holy Spirit
should not be quenched (v. 19), nor
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Church Growth and the Whole Gaspel:
A BiblicalMandate, by C. Peter Wagner
{San Francisco: Harper and Row, 1951,
208 pp., hard cover, $12.95).
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his book is designed for readers

who have a serious interest in the
study of missions. It is not designed for
the novice but for the student who is
acquainted with current trends in mis-
sions.

C.Peter Wagner served 16 years as
a missionary to Bolivia; he presently
teaches in the Fuller Seminary Schoeol
of World Mission in California.

In this volume, he presents an elo-
quent defense of the Church Growth
Movement which was founded in 1955
by Donald McGavran. The Church
Growth Movement presents a some-
what unique approach to missions. It
emphasizes the multiplication of local
churches which shouid be controlled
and directed by native Christians from
the earliest possible moment.

The movement also emphasizes the

should the prophets’ messages be
“despised” (set at nought, v. 20). In-
stead, spiritual activity should be tested
(“prove,” v. 21); that which tests out as
good will be heid fast (v. 21), but that
which tests out as bad will be avoided
(v. 22}

How do we test the movements and
men that ask us to recognize them as
of God? By applying the Word of God
to their teaching and practice. And it is
our duty to do just that before we
follow or support.
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use of studies and surveys to determine
which groups and sub-groups within a
given culture are most responsive to
the gospel at a given time. According
to this school of thought, missionary
personnel should be concentrated
among those groups which are the
most responsive.

Leaders of the Church Growth
Movement stress what is called the
Homogenous Unit Principle. By this
they mean that in Third World coun-
tries, people like to worship with those
who share their culture. Therefore,
missionaries should start different
churches each cne working with a
particular tribe or ethnic group. Mis-
sionaries should not attempt in the
early stages to mix people of different
cultures within the same church,.

The Church GrowthMovement en-
counters criticism from several
sources. Some argue that too much
attention is devoted to evangelism and
counting the number of new congrega-
tions. Critics feel that more attention
should be given to meeting the social,
economic, and paolitical needs of peo-
pie.

he Conclusion to the Letter is

verses 23-28. First is a closing
praver (v. 23} for their entire preserva-
tion, and an expression of confidence
{v.24) that the prayer will be answered.
Next are three concluding requests:
for prayer for Paul and his helpers (v,
25}, for greetings to all believers (v,
26); and for a public reading of the
epistle {v. 27). Finally (v. 28), there s a
benediction that leaves believers where
they must always be left, in the hands
of the grace of God. &

The Homogenous Unit Principle
has also drawn criticism by those who
feel that it defends racial segregation
and racial discrimination,

Wagner defends the Church Growth
Movement against these and other
charges. He argues that Christians do
have a certain responsibility to improve
social conditions, but according to the
Bible, the primary emphasis in missions
shouid be upon making new converts
and founding new congregations.

He defends the Homogenous Unit
Principle by saying that Christians
should never condone racial discrimi-
nation. That is not what the Church
Growth Movement wishes to do at all.
It is simply recognizing the fact of lie
that it is easier to win people to Christ
when those people share the same
cuiture.

In his book, Wagner effectively ana-
lyzes current missions thinking. He
interacts with a number of leading
authorities in the field. This volume is a
little technical. It should be read, how-
ever, by missionaries, pastors, mission
board members, and others with a
special interest in missions. A
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