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CONVENTION (From page 9)

Resolution number eight involved a
rising vote of thanks to the officers of
the National Association, the conven-
tion planning committee, and all na-
tional workers. Both resolutions passed
without opposition.

Delegates refused to consider reso-
lution number nine which called for
“strong disapproval” of the Free Will
Baptist Bible College’s publication of
“The Record Speaks.”

Resolution number 10, a denuncia-
tion of alleged iiberal trends in the
National Association of Evangelicals
aimed at vindicating the withdrawal of
the National Association from the body
10 years ago, failed.

One final motion was offered from
the floor, to encourage denominational
unity. In particular, it encouraged every
member of the denomination to pray

for one another. '
Tennessee Promotional Secretary

Raymond Rigas asked to address the
delegates. Riggs, long-time denomina-
tional stalwart, implored delegates to
worll together in unity to further the
cause of Christ. He admonished the
denomination’s leaders not to quibble
over non-essentials.

Following Riggs’ elomuent state-
ment, North Carolina Pastor Dann
Patrick requested permission to speak.
Patrick praised the spirit and content

of Rigas’ emotional speech. He then
reminded delegates that Free Will Bap-
tists must guard against blind denomi-
national loyalty. He underlined the
point that purity must take precedence
over peace. The motion calling for
unity and prayer passed without dis-
sent.

One last item of business stood
between the convention and adjourn-
ment—the election of general officers.
Moderator Bobby Jackson, Assistant
Moderator Ralph Hampton, Clerk
Waldo Young, and Assistant Clerk
Keith Burden were all re-elected with-
out opposition.

As Raymond Riggs prayed the bene-
diction, the denormination breathed a
sigh of relief. By an overwhelming
majority the voting body had agreed to
disagree. What’s more, all the dele-
gates had pledged themselves to work
together and pray for one another.

Highlights of Reports

*The Executive Office announced
that Cooperative Plan receipts for
1981 topped $471,000.

*The cost of an individual subscrip-
tion to CONTACT will climb to $8.50
January 1, 1983. The Church Family
Plan subscription rate will jump to
$7.50 at the same time. Blame it on the
U.S, Post Office.

*Master’s Men counted 226 local
chapters in 28 states with a member-
ship of 2,664 at the close of 1981.

For the first time since Master’s
Men has had a fuli-time, paid general
director, the department ended the
year in the black!

*Board of Retirement assets in-
creased 21 percent or $7,442 a week,
The retirement fund topped the $2
million mark.

*Home Missions has averaged one
new missionary per month for the last
four years. Thirteen home missionary
families were approved for service in
1981, Eight home mission churches
became self-supporting last year.
Walter Minor entered Rhode Island in
1981, leaving only eight states with no
Free Will Baptist churches. Income
soared to a record high $1.3 miliion.

*The Commission on Theological
Liberalism announced publication of
two new booklets, Humanism and
The Prophets of Prosperity. Rev, Jack
Stallings authored Humanism. Rev.
Leroy Forlines and Rev. Lonnie Skiles
teamed up to write The Prophets of
Prosperity: A Biblical Examination of
the Health and Wealth Philosophy.
The Commission’s booth did a land
office business selling over $600 worth
of booklets,

*The Sunday School and Church
Training Department renovated the

1. Lucy Lima

Burton
4. Pastar’s Dinner
5. Raiph Staten

2. Texas Moderator Raymond Lee
3. Missouri Promotional Secretary Clarence




exterior of its building last vear. The
facility located on 9% acres valued at
nearly $300,000 houses nearly $500,000
worth of equipment.

Dr. Roger C. Reeds finished 20
vears as General Director of the de-
partment.

Bobby and Sue Aycock resigned as
missionaries to Brazil, Bobby wili teach
missions at Free Will Baptist Bible
College. Sue will work in the Registrar’s
Office.

Seven new missionaries have been
approved to go to Missionary Intern-

“I love us in spite of us.”

—Ravmond Riggqs
Tennessee

“What a pilgrimage has been made! What a

journey lies ahead!”

—Ralph Staten
Tennessee

“It’s not courage but a lack of sense that gets
us preachers into trouble.”

—Bailey Thompson
Oklahoma

*Foreign Missions reported spon-
taneous development of new works
led by nationals in the countries of
Brazil, Panama, and Ivory Coast. Three
church buildings are under construc-
tion in Brazil. The first national pastor
of the growing congregation in Bon-
doukou, Ivory Coast, has been in-
stalled.

ship this fall. Income for 1981 totaled
$2,065,216—an increase of $291,707
over the previous years.

*Free Will Baptist Bible College has
concluded 40 vears of service to the
denomination. This past year was the
school's largest with an enrollment of
648 students from 35 states and six
foreign countries. There were 75 inthe

1982 graduating class.

The Graduate School wilt open this
fall with a projected enrollment of 10 to
15 students, Dr. Robert E. Picirilli will
serve as Dean of the College and the
Graduate School. Dr. Robert Woodard
and Rev. Ralph Hampton will teach in
the Graduate School alongwith Picirilli.
Patton II will house the Graduate
School.

Miss Phyllis Rivers died June 19,
1982. A loan fund has been established
in her honor. Miss Rivers taught busi-
ness courses at the College for more
than 20 vears.

The College purchased three addi-
tional buildings on Richland Avenue
during this year.

*WNAC reports Co-Laborer maga-
zine circulation is approximately
18,000.

The Minister's Wife is sent free
twice each year to approximately 2,500
rainisters’ wives,

This year’s Creative Writing Contest
attracted 276 entries from 84 women
in 21 states and three foreign coun-
tries.

Cash gifts to missions, missionary
objectives and Bible Colleges were
$226,196.64. Non-cash gifts totaled
$58,673.64 including $34,000 in gifts to
the missionary provision closet,

—_—

1. George C. Lee
2. Richard Cordell at mike
3. Irvin Hyman
4. Tom Hughes
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. Gmsm ormcnens

'GENERAL BOARD

: 1983 Charles Harns {CO)
1984 Bill Adkissor (NM) -
721984 Dennis Wiggs (NC).
11984 Walter Minor:{NE Assoc. )
1984 Jesse Dunn {(NW Assoc. )
1984 Delmar Sparks: (OH) e
~.-1984 Jack Richey (OK).
1984 Willie Justice (SC)
"i:1984 Raymond Rigas: (TN
=:1984 Billy Walker (TX) "
".” 1984 Sigbee Dilda {VA)
1984 Carl Vallance (WV) -

 ExECUTIV - COMMITTEE
: '-:.1984 Carl Uailance {WwV)

1984 Jack Richey (OK)
. '1984 Rayrnond nggs (TN)

1988 Tom Malone (AL) .
A)

s COMMISSION ON:

: :.'ELECTED INFORT WORTH 82

The fol!owmg were elected dunng the. ;

_ _'46th annual sess:on 0! the National Asso-
.vclatioh and
=__md1cated :

"t:l 'he__dates

Moderator Bobby Jackson (NC) :

. Assist. Moderator Ralph Hampton ("I'N)
.Clerk Waldo Young (CK). :
: :Assnsl Clerk Keith Burden: (CA

" FREE ‘W'ILL BAPTIST BKBL_E o

COLLEGE TRUSTEIL
1988 Bob Ketchurn (OK)

1988 Lew19 Perry.(

FOREIGN MISSIONS BOARD S

1988 Norwood Gibson (SC) L
1988 Robert Tnmble (MI)
1988 Jtm Waiker {TN). R

SUNDAY scuoon_'ANb .

CHURCH TRAINING BOARD._; -

] 15988 Eugene Hales (AL)
- 1988 Jim Shepherd (MO)
-_ 1988 Ml]ton Worthmgion (Ml)

"_'MASTE SMENBOARD* =

1987 Dwight Fletchor (MS).."
: 1987 Paul Moore (IL)

" *These men were elected to fill the.
i unexpired terms of Bili Creel (AL)'-'

THEOLOGICAL LIBERALISM ey

'_ 1987 Leroy Forhn@ (TN)

- HISTORICAL CO_MM_lsSiON .

1987 Jack Williams (TN)

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION MESSAGES ON CASSETTE TAPES

The cost of the tapes is $3.00 each. Payment must accompany order.
Select the tapes you wish to order by circling the number and placing the

1982
Convention
Tapes Available

quantity desired in the appropriate boxes.

Tape
Number

S e

0N

10.
11

12

13.
14.
15.

Subject

CONVENTION MESSAGES

Clarence Burton/Sunday Morning Worship
Nate Ange/National Youth Conference
Don Pegram/“Doctrine of the Scriptures”
Ben Scott/“Doctrine of Salvation”

Bill Fulcher/“Doctrine of Stewardship™

BIBLE CONFERENCE

John Edwards/Bible Conference
Tom Lilly/Bible Conference

Bailey Thompson/Bible Conference
Richard Kennedy/Bible Conference

MORNING MANNA

Irvin Hyman/Morning Manna #1 - #2
Irvin Hyman/Morning Manna #3 - #4

WOMAN’S NATIONAL AUXILIARY CONVENTION

WNAC Leadership Seminar

Mary Ruth Wisehart/dune Rolen

Tommy Hughes/WNAC Missionary Service
Mabel Willey/WNAC

Norma Gabler/WNAC Fellowship Dinner

MEET ‘N’ EAT

Rodney Whaley/Music Ministries Breakfast
Robert Morgan/Hillsdale Luncheon

Alton Loveless/Master's Men Breakfast
Charles Thigpen/FWBBC Alumni Luncheon
Ralph Staten/Pastor’s Dinner

Please Complete the Following:

Total
NAME Quantity Ordered ...
ADDRESS Total Tape Cost
CITY STATE ... ZIP ... PLUSPOSTAGE:

PLEASE SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER; DO NOT SEND CASH.
ORDER FROM: Sandy Goodfeliow/500 Wilclay Drive/Nashville, Tennessee 37209

1.5 tapes $1.50
6 or more tapes 2.00

Total Amount Enclosed

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: Sandy Goodfeliow

Quantity




GIVE YOURSELF AWAY

.. lhey first gave their own selves lo ,
the Lord and unto us by the will of God.

1982 WNAC Report
By Lorene Miley

he WNAC booth in the con-

vention display area hinted at

what to expect at the 47th
annual session of the Woman’s Na-
tional Auxiliary Convention meeting
July 19-20, 1982, at the Tarrant County
Convention Center, Fort Worth,
Texas.

“Give Yourself Away” monopolized
a massive red heart flanked by gifts
and pictures. An arrow, “Through
Mission Action,” pointed to gift boxes,
suggestive of ways to give ourselves
away—our tolerance, faith, love, joy,
hope, time, kindness, appreciation,
etc. Another arrow, “Through Writ-
ing,” indicated past and current win-
ners in the 10 years of creative writing
contests sponsored by WNAC,

The musicians gave themselves to
the Lord and to us, Pianist Mitzi Burks
and Organist Emma Ellis, both Texans,
accompanied Carole Carner, Tulsa,

Oklahoma, as she opened the conven-
tion with the theme song, “Give of
Your Best to the Master.” Judy Puckett
and Jean Marie Rogers, Oklahoma,
joined Carole in speciai music. Lucy
Lima, former missionary to Cuba, sang
a medley of songs.

The speakers “first gave their own
selves to the Lord and unto us by the
will of God” (Il Corinthians 8:5).
Tommy Hughes, missionary to Brazil;
Mabel Willey, veteran missionary to
the Latins, and Pat Thomas with the
Home Missions Department, used this
theme scripture to focus attention on
Christ and our privilege in giving our-
setves to Him.

Norma Gabler and her husband,
Mel, Longview, Texas, have devoted
more than 20 years in giving themselves
totheLord and the children of America
in improving school textbooks. Mrs,
Gabler related her experiences to the
fellowship dinner guests on Tuesday
evening and Mr. Gabler autographed
their book, Textbooks on Trial.

The WNAC officers gave them-
selves to the Lord and to us in the
Leadership Seminar on Monday after-
noon. More than 150 women partici-
pated in a skit, “Power of Influence,”

directed by Mary Ruth Wisehart and
presented by the WNAC officers. June
Rolen challenged leaders to “Improve
Your Serve.”

Nineteen creative writing contest
winners were awarded prizes in token
appreciation of their willingness to give
themselves away in art and writing.

Delegates gave themselves away to
others as they approved a resolution
awarding a $700 scholarship to a Pana-
manian student, the fiancee of Raul
Sanes who was assisted last year from
the National Student Fund.

Delegates also approved a resolu-
tion designating the next three years
for an in-depth emphasis on the three
departments of work: 1982-83 Mission
Action, 1983-84 Mission Study, and
1984-85 Mission Prayer. Because of
this convention, the women already
have a head start in giving themselves
away through mission action. &

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mrs. Lorene Miley is
editor of Co-Laborer Magazine.
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. Briefcase ..

_ ™,

JACK WILLIAMS

9 the last man in the king-
l M dom who should write
about the evils of bor-

rowing money, since I pay about as
much in interest for a car as the
original sticker price. But if the school
of hard knocks counts for anything,
P've earned the right to speak on falling
victim to usury. So here goes.

My family finances have been in
trouble for years, not because of impul-
sive buying but impuisive giving.

Christian workers are easy marks
when it comes to giving. We get so
wrapped up in a church, a school, an
organization that we feel responsible
to make it go, even if it means great
personal sacrifice.

We accuse ourselves of
selfishness if we have one dime left
over at the end of the month that’s not
faith-promised to some worthwhile
project. After all, millions are hungry
and two-thirds of humamt Y have never
heard the gospel. .

No, you can’t out- gwe God And,
yes, G_od loves a cheerful giver, But it’s
painful to smile. when you just gave
away the September car payment.

Friends, I've given for all the right
reasons and for most of the wrong

l mpulswe .

" ones. i beileved 1t when some brother
- hooted, “Give till it hurts.” That was -
. ‘the easy part. | tried it when he stage- - -
‘whispered, “Now give till it quits hurt- -

ing.” Hah! It never quit hurting.

The last thing I wanttodois
discourage generous giving, but there
is a point beyond common sense and
biblical principle when it becomes sin
to give. I know, 've been there.

I remember going to the bank when
a wolf appeal was made by some
church organization and borrowing
$500 or $1,000, not once, but several
times. And then] felt quilty for wishing
I hadn’t done it when the payment
book arrived.

Yet the next time the wolf howled,
back I went to a different bank to
borrow and stave him off another day.
But it was all for God's work | kept
tellingmyself, the needwas real and so
was the wolf.

Meanwhile, my family finances fell
through the cracks that separated
stewardship from idealism. 1 stayed
depressed and moped through the
first and 15th of every month. To me,
the money rmeant nothing except a
means to an end--get the job done.
But to the bank, Brother, it was all
business,

To make a bad thing worse, | co-
signed bank notes for friends, After ali,
someone did that for me. The differ-
ence was that my conscience and
character drove me to honor the debt,
I soon discovered that was not the
case with some of my friends,

I could kick myself when | recall
borrowing money we desperately
needed to pay for a fellow's flying
lessons. Then there was the time I co-
signed a note at a finance company
and tied up our furniture, the car, both
kids . . .. That was dumb. Especially
when the friend began missing pay-
ments. ' '

| rap

What’s been the result of- o
'fall this?: We have not been able ‘to
' bridle my impulsive giving curse. 1f
"anything can be worse than stinginess,

perhaps it’s impulsive giving.

| later discovered that some who
gave what | gave did so because they
had greater resources. For them it was

inconvenient; for us it was disastrous. .

Do 1 regret any of my impulsive
aiving? You betcha! Every dollar!

Don’t get me wrong—I don't regret
the tithes and offerings. That’s biblical
and what | should have done.

Oh, l know I've been taken on a few
rides by slick operators and my willful
ignorance of biblical borrowing and
giving principles.

I haven’t quit giving. But | listen to
the whole story now before | reach for
my checkbook or run to the bank,

What have we learned
from my mistakes? For one thing, we
scissored our credit cards, all 17 of
them. We're back to a cash and carry
policy again, except for automobile
purchases. | stopped co-signing bank
notes, I'm still holding a $450 reminder
that bounced through the bank twice.

I've rediscovered that God’s plan of
tithes and offerings frees the individual
from false guilt. I no longer feel like a
selfish man if we have $100 in checking
after the month's expenses.

{warn fellow pilgrims that impulsive
giving can be worse than 10 miles of
bad road, and that some religious fund
raisers are not above using emotional
intimidation and browbeating tech-
niques to bankroll pet projects.

We're not there vet, but we're slow-
ly making our way back to the solid

13

Bible base to ¢ ‘Owe no man anyth:ng .

(Romans 13:8).

I'm seriously considering startmg
the South Nashville Chapter of Bor-
rowers and Co- Slgners Anonymous
Anyone care to join me? 4
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Thanks . . .

... for Listening

By Nathan Ruble

hostess decided to test how
well people listen. Serving
canapes, sheremarked, “Do
try one. ['ve filled them with strych-
nine.” Not a single guest hesitated.
“Lovely,” they said. “I must have your
recipe,”

Individuats spend 80 percent of their
waking hours communicating in one
way or another. Of that time, approxi-
rmately 45 percent is spent in listening,

The conditions within and without
the church point to the fact that we are
doing a lot of hearing but not a lot of
listening. Divorces, suicides, unsaved
people, stunted Christians and split
churches arejust a few of the problems
that stand as memorials to the fact
that there is a breakdown in listening.

Some well known examples of bad
listening are the sinking of the Titanic,
the bombing of Pear] Harbor, the
incident at Jonestown, Guyana, and
the recent fatal crash of an Air Florida
jet in Washington, D.C. Messages
were sent in each of these tragedies,
but listening broke down,

Listeningis a learned behavior, so it
can be improved. There are three
things we can do in order to improve
our listening ability,

More Than Hearing

First we must understand that lis-
teningis more than hearing. LymanK.
Steit, an authority on communication,
defines listening as more than merely
hearing what someone else is saying.

He goes on to state that there are
three other important components:
Interpretation of what is said, which

leads to understanding; evaluation,
which involves weighing the informa-
tion and deciding how to use it, and
finally, responding, based onwhat was
heard, understood and then evaluated.

He contends that when all four
stages are taken together, people on
the average listen at an effective rate of
only about 25 percent.

Adopt Listening
Principles.

Second, we can adopt some princi-
ples of good listening to help us im-
prove. Try the following:

—Listen infently to what is being
said, This will take concentration, for
according to Margaret Line most of us
speak at 120 to 180 words a minute
and think af four or five times that rate.
We can tell when our mind is outrun-
ning the mouth for when this happens
unnecessary movement of the hands
or feet, daydreaming, or second guess-
ing the speaker by completing his
sentences for him often occur.

—Plan to share the message with
someone else. This can be done by the
child of God whether the message is
public or private. If it is public, share it
with another person, If it is private,
share it with the Lord in prayer.

--Takenofes. Listeningis enhanced
as onelistens intently enough to record
what is being said.

-—Be willing to take some responsi-
bility for the success of the communi-
cation by encouraging the speaker
with appropriate comments and re-
$ponses.

—Trytofind the speaker’s purpose
and adapt to his thinking. It may be
that he is merely informing or enter-

taining, but he may be asking for help.
In any case look for the purpose.

Practice Listening.

Finally, practice listening. In this
case practice really does make perfect.

Knowing how to listen is not an end
in itself. There should be preparation
made for listening. This involves what |
am as well as what | know.

Preparation must begin with a will-
ingness to listen. While in Bible Col-
lege, a group of us ministerial students
were discussing preachers we had
heard preach. Each of us pointed out
the merits of our favorite speaker
when one student spoke up and said,
“I don’t like to hear anyone preach but
myself.”

While this man was joking, his state-
ment expresses one of the real hin-
drances to truly hearing what others
are saying, for many people are willing
to talk but few are willing to fisten, The
admonition of God’s Wordis, “ . . . let
every marn be swift to hear and slow to
speak ... "” (James 1:19).

Preparation must also include a
willingness to get involved. Involved in




the pain or the joy of those we hear. It
may cail for a nod of the head or a
word of encouragement. It may mean
bearing another’s burden or even bear-
ing arms of opposition, for one cannot
long remain neutral when one has
truly listened.

Jesus encouraged involvement as
He urged His disciples to weep with
those who weep and rejoice with those
who rejoice.

Plan To Respond.

When one has truly listened there
will be a response to what has been
heard. For the Christian this response
will open the doors of personal reward
and service.

Christian growth and God’s bless-
ings are just two of the rewards availa-
ble to those who will respond to what
they have heard. James stated this
when he wrote “ . . . whoso looketh
into the perfect law of liberty, and
continueth therein, he being not a
forgetful hearer, but a doer of the
work, this man shall be biessed”
(James 1:25).

Not only are we to consider what
God will do for us but what He will do
for others through us. Service to God
could be described as a response that
comes from listening to the Word of
God. A part of this service is sharing of
our faith with others, Listening is a
great part of witnessing.

The expression of God’s concern,
compassion and love for man is dis-
plaved through a listening servant.
People are crying out to be heard and
helped.

Henry David Thoreau expressed
man’s desire to be heard when he
wrote, “The greatest compliment that
was ever paid me was when one asked
me what [ thought and attended my
answer,”

With just a moment of reflection, |
feel that each of us should cry out to
God, “Thank you for listening to me.”
We should then turn to those around
us who have given us their time to
listen and cry again, “Thank you for
listening to me.”

Finally we should pray, “Lord, help
me to listen.” &

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Nathan
Ruble pastors Fordland Free Will Baptist
Church, Fordland, Missouri. He is a 1970 gradu-
ate of Free Will Baptist Bible College. Reverend
Ruble is moderator of Missouri's Greater Spring-
Jield Area Associafion.

‘Chank You For
Vour Contributions...

COOPERATIVE
CHONMEL

free Will Baptist

an

... Chrough the

Cooperative Channel

RECEIPTS:

State
Alabama
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Florida
Georgia
idaho

Hinois
indiana
Kansas
Kentucky
Maryland
Michigan
Mississippi
Missouri
New Mexico
North Carolina
Ohio
Oklahoma
South Carolina
Tennessee
Texas

Virgin Islands
Virginia
West Virginia
Totale

DISBURSEMENTS:

Executive

Foreign Missions

Bible Colleae

Home Missions

Retirement & Insurance

Master’s Men

Commission on
Theological Liberalism

FWB Foundation

Convention

Hillsdale FWB

Totals

June, 1982
Design. Undeasign. Total June’$l Yr. toDate
¥ 18153 § 278188 $ 296341 $ o § 720446
.. 111.00 111.00 199.32 222.31
2,353.40 2,353.40 2,749.74 21,018.76
864.99 864.99 1,193.14 6,658.16
. 1,437.62 1,437.62 1,093.89 9,612.30
1,067.91 B84.63 1,952.54 1,213.69 10,092.50
218.78
7.274.24 1,383.88 B,658.12 895 .82 24,749.93
130.62
98.80 167.12 265.92 18599 1,598.19
25.00 157.00
cae 10.00 10.00 40,00 200.00
4.256.72 115342 541014  4,786.25 22 88397
908.96 553.25 1.462.21 984.99 4,522.21
4,567.12 c. 4,567.12 4,825 .89 34,383.47
500.00 Ce 500.00 87.01 861.00
1,260.00 573.00 1,833.00 399.56 5,328.59
7.022.64 1,192.40 B.215.04 1,071.60 15,379.62
14,469,656 7,15972 2162937 1,326 04 164,017.93
1,126.19 1,176.46 230265 1,152.51 7,983.18
3,946.71 195.92 4,142.63 2,398.85 19,278.52
. 22250
241.54 241.54 . 476.57
. 11.48 166.95
$47,080.47 $22,24023  $69320.70 32486327 $357.199.32
$ 1,072.88 $ 930578 31037866 $ 924046 § 6308595
32,138.33 329825  35436.58 8,103.21 169,841.60
7,142 58 329825  10,440.83 3,744.77 42,660.26
5,512.67 2,457.56 7.970.23 2,082.12 54,773.50
346.69 2.392.89 2,739.58 1,092.37 16,610.63
77.22 1,293.45 1,370.67 50520 8,024 .88
49.80 194.06 243.85 95.14 1,462.20
640.00 640.00 640.00
100.00 Co 100.00 . 100.00
$47,080.47 $2224023 $69320.70 32486327 $357,199.32
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FREE WILL BAPTIST

newsfront

KANSAS VOTES FWBBC
SUPPORT RESOLUTION

HUTCHINSON, KS—Delegates to
the 21st annual Kansas State Associa-
tion passed a resolution voicing sup-
port of Free Will Baptist Bible College
and expressing confidence in the col-
lege staff,

The June 17-19 session met at First
FWB Church, Hutchinson, and at-
tracted 100 delegates, ministers and
visitors, according to Clerk James
Brewer.

Guest preacher Paul Thompson,
pastor of Heritage Temple FWB
Church in Columbus, OQhio, preached
afive-part sermon series on the associa-
tion theme, “Work for the Night is
Coming.”

Woman’s Auxiliary Banqguet speak-
er Sandra Payne spoke Friday after-
noononthe subject “Have You Heard?
Have You Told?”

Moderator Gary Elder was re-
elected to a second term.

TOM’S CREEK CELEBRATES 106 YEARS

Before renovation

$50,000 renovation later

NIPPA, KY —Morethan 400 members
and guests crowded into Tom’s Creek
FWRB Church, Nippa, on June 27 to
climax three days of homecoming fes-
tivities, according to Pastor James K.
Caudill.

Tom’s Creek Church observed its
106th anniversary in the Paintsvilie,
Kentucky area. Members gave ahome-
coming offering in excess of $5,300 to
help retire a $10,000 expansion in-
debtedness.

Nine-year Pastor James Caudillwas
honored with a surprise “Pastor Ap-
preciation Day” on Sunday in conjunc-
tion with the other activities. Pastor
and Mrs. Caudill were presented with
an engraved serving tray while mem-
bers filed by them to individually ex-
press their appreciation.

Some 140 participated in a Friday
evening feet washing service which
began the annual homecoming.

Church officials noted that during
Pastor Caudill's tenure at Tom’s Creek,
473 members have been added to the

rolls. He also led the group in a
$50,000 building project which was
paid for on the church’s 100th anni-
versary in 1976.

Tom’s Creek Church is the oldest
Free Will Baptist Churchin Kentucky,
dating back to June 26, 1876. It is the
home church of the late Reverend
Millard Van Hoose who helped organ-
ize the current National Association of
Free Will Baptists in 1935,

The Tom's Creek Church has filled
a significant role in the political life of
the Paintsville community and the state
of Kentucky. Members of the church
have held various positions of political
influence, including state senator, state
auditor, county court clerk, judge,
sheriff and jaiter.

Pastor Caudill credited the maturity
and dedication of his members for the
stability and community leadership dis-
played by the Tom’s Creek Church.

CONTACT Editor Jack Williams
spoke during the Saturday and Sunday
hormecoming program.

‘ANDY’ WORKMAN, 70, EVANGELIST/PASTOR, WITH THE LORD

WAVERLY, OH--The Reverend
Andrew Allen Workman, 70-year-old
Free Will Baptist evangelist and pas-
tor, died June 21, 1982, at Portsmouth,
Ohio. Funeral services were con-
ducted June 23, 1982, at Daileyville
FWB Church, Waverly.

Three Free Will Baptist ministers
officiated—Rev, Car] Dunn, Rev. John
Henson, andRev. Forrest Chamberlin.
Eight Free Will Baptist ministers served
as pall bearers.

Brother Workmian had completed
49 years in the ministry; he was licensed
to preach in 1933 and ordained in
1934. During his lifetime, he pastored
five Free Will Baptist churches in Ohio
and one in West Virginia.

Reverend Workman, a native of
Wayne County, West Virginia, left a
job with 10 years seniority at the
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad on Sep-
tember 29, 1950, to enter the ministry
full time. He conducted more than 900
revivals before the Lord called him
home.

Heinvested four years as evangelist
for West Virginia's Brotherhood Con-
ference. He was QOhio’s first state
evangelist, filling that position 1951-
1958.

Brother Workman logged more than
30,000 miles annually preaching revi-
vals, even in his later years. In a 1978
interview with CONTACT Magazine
regarding his favorite sermon, the fiery

mountain preacher confirmed, “It has
to be the cross, preaching on the
cross, telling folks of the Lord’s death.
I like Romans 5:8 for my text.”

The father of seven was a preacher,
revivalist, pastor, and church organizer
who (in his words) “in 49 years preach-
ing, I've never been called on the
carpet for the way | lived.”

Perhaps the finest tribute paid to
Andrew Workman came from his
youngest son Clarence, moderator of
the Ohio State Association, who when
asked about the hardships of being
reared in an evangelist’s home said, “I
wouldn’t have had it any other way.”



OHIO PREPARES FOR 1983
NATIONAL CONVENTION

COLUMBUS, OH—Five men were
appointed to the 1983 National Con-
vention Steering Committee by dele-
gates to Ohio’s 44th annual state as-
sociation which met at Heritage Tem-
ple FWB Church in Columbus, June
24-26.

The Buckeyes will host the July 17-
21, 1983 National Convention in Co-
lumbus. With 12 months preparation
time remaining, four pastors and the
state promotional secretary were
named to help coordinate national
activities.

Steering Committee members in
addition to Promotional Secretary
Alton Loveless include pastors Roy
Hutchinson (Fairborn FWB Church,
Fairborn), Delmar Sparks (Westerville
FWB Church, Westerville), Arnold
Pollard (Puritan FWB Church, Ham-
den), and Paut Thompson (Heritage
Temple FWB Church, Columbus).

More than 400 delegates and visitors
gathered in Heritage Temple FWB
Church, Columbus, to hear reports,
endorse budgets and conduct the
state’s business. Moderator Clarence
Workman guided delegates through
the session under the conference
theme, “Christ, The Light of the
World.”

Two major resolutions won ap-
provai-—one, a resolution of support
for Free Will Baptist Bible College, and
the other supporting the President’s
school prayer amendment.

A state youth board was formed to
coordinate vouth activities. The board
was instructed to secure a state youth
director.

Three pastors—Floyd Wolfenbarger
(Arkansas), Billy Samms (West Vir-
ginia}, and Clyde Perry (Qhio)—
preached sermons focused on the
conference theme.

The state Woman’s Auxiliary hon-
ored 35 pastors in Ohio whose
churches have auxiliaries, and ex-
pressed appreciation for all the state’s
pastors. Promotional Secretary Alton
Loveless was awarded a plaque for his
work in serving as a pastor to the
pastors. Genny Waddell (Nashville,
Tennessee) spoke to the state auxiliary
members during their Thursday eve-
ning banquet. The 400-member state
auxiliary adopted a $7,500 missionary
budget.

KENTUCKY GEARS FOR CHURCH TAXATION FIGHT

KENOVA, WV—The Kentucky State
Association passed a resclution June
19 opposing enforcement of an 1891
iaw that calls for church property to be
taxed, including buildings, furnishings,
buses, vans, land, etc.

The 90-year-oid law was apparently
dug out of mothballs by an Ashland,
Kentucky lawyer who had been on the
losing side of a struggle between liquor
interests and churches. Pastors at
Kentucky’s 43rd annual state associa-
tion said that they felt the unearthing
of the 19th century law was a retalia-
tory move by the liquor industry to
punish churches for opposing expan-
sion of liquor interests.

Delegates asked Grayson FWB
Church Pastor William Johnson to
prepare a letter voicing Free Will Rap-
tist opposition to church taxation and
to send copies to the mayor of Ashland,
the Kentucky governor, senators,
other responsible public officials, and
the media. Johnson was pastoring in
Ashland during the liquor confronta-
tion,

Kentucky Promotional Secretary
Richard Van Hoose was named pro-
gram chairman in charge of organizing

an annual state-wide evangelistic con-
ference. The one-night, one-day revival
conference will meet in the fall of the
vear and include a speaker from each
of the state’s 10 conferences.

Delegates agreed to move the Ken-
tucky State Youth Conference to the
third Saturday of May each year in-
stead of its customary June meeting
time, in order to give music and arts
and competitive activities winners
more time to prepare for the National
Youth Conference.

A resolution urging unity and sup-
port of ail state and national projects—
with special emphasis to full support of
Free Wil Baptist Bible College—won
hearty delegate approval,

State Moderator Lincoin Varney
gaveled the June 18-19 meeting
through a seven-hour session on Sat-
urday. The state meeting was hosted
by Route 60 FWB Church, Kenova,
West Virginia.

The Woman's Auxiliary reported
gifts topping $9,700 to state and na-
tional projects in 1982.

The 1983 state association will meet
June 17-18 at Lovely FWB Church,
Lovely, Kentucky.

FALL ENLARGEMENT CAMPAIGN SET

NASHVILLE, TN—The annual fall
Sunday School enlargerment campaign
sponsored by Randall House is de-
signed to inform, inspire and stimulate
an active lay participation. The mate-
rials are simply written, colorful, rela-
tively inexpensive and easy to use.
This year's fall theme is “Qutreach To
The Unreached.”

The campaign will organize compe-
tition on the basis of average Sunday
School attendance during the Spring
Quarter, 1982 (March, April, May) as
foltows:

Division A over 500 average
Division B 400-500 average
Division C 300-399 average
Division D 200-299 average
Division E 150-199 average
Division F 100-149 average
Division G 50-99 average
Division H under 49 average
Division [—Newly Established

This enlargement campaign will be-
gin on Sunday, October 3, 1982, and
continue through Sunday, October
31,1982. Sunday Schoois which exper-
ience the greatest percentage of gain
over the 13 weeks average attendance
for March, April, May, 1982 will be
declared winners and recognized with
appropriate awards denoting first and
second piace.

The present size of Sunday Schools
does not prevent any church from
being eligible to participate. Campaign
materials are available from the Sun-
day School and Church Training De-
partment. The deadline for entering
the campaign is October 1, 1982,

m——-
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CHURCH PAYS TRIBUTE TO PASTOR HAROLD PITTS

NORTHPORT, AL—The Reverend
Harold A. Pitts was honored by friends,
colleagues, and relatives on June 20 at
First FWB Church, Northport, where
the 69-year-old minister pastors.

Hundreds of letters praising Brother
Pitts and recalling significant moments
in his ministry were collected in alarge
basket and presented to him during
the morning service.

Travis Ray Carter, member of the
Northport FWB Church where Piits
serves, led the tribute session detailing
the Mississippi native’s early life and
milestones in his church and denomi-
national work.

Brother Pitts, ordained to preach in
1938, was the first Alabama Free Wi}l
Baptist minister to leave farming and
launch full time into the pastorate. He

organized four Alabama churches and
subsequently pastored churches in
Alabama, North Carolina, and Ten-
nessee.

Pitts has been widely used in de-
nominational outreach and has served
in leadership capacities the past 40
years as Alabama state moderator,
assistant moderator of the National
Association, and moderator of three
district associations in Alabama and
North Carolina.

More than a dozen men have an-
swered the call to preach under Rev-
erend Pitt's ministry, Pitts has con-
ducted numerous revival meetings in
19 states. He has twice preached at
Free Will Baptist National Conven-
tions.

Travis Ray Carter said of Pitts dur-

Pastor & Mrs. Harold Pitts

ing the time of tribute, “We're just
thankful it's never too dark nor too
late for Brother Pitts to go and help
those in need.”

350 ATTEND CALIFORNIA STATE ASSOCIATION

EL SOBRANTE, CA—More than 350
delegates and visitors to the 39th an-
nua! California State Association
gathered for the Friday evening mis-
sionary service June 18 to hear Home
Missionary Bob Jude preach “Con-
tinue to Visit the Lost.”

Missionary Jude was one of six men
who spoke on the 1982 theme “Con-
tinue in the Faith.” Other devotional
and sermon speakers included Cali-
fornians Lynn Wood, Vernon Jones,
andJonathan Yandell; FWB Executive
Secretary Melvin Worthington, and
Foreign Missionary Joe Haas.

The June 17-19 meeting convened
at Sherwood Forest FWB Church, El

Sobrante. The State Woman's Auxil-
lary sponsored a luncheon with pro-
ceeds going to the Jerry Webb ac-
count. Some 25 guests attended a
California Christian College Alumni
Breakfast.

Clerk Ron'Young said that delegates
passed a resolution affirming that
Christ neither made nor drank fer-
mented wine, and that all denomina-
tional institutions and agencies be re-
quested to teach the same position.

Moderator Richard Kennedy was
re-elected to a second term.

The 1983 session will meet June 16-
18 at California Christian College.

GIBBS, SMITH, CREECH ADDRESS INDIANA MEETING

NEW CASTLE, IN—Home Missions
Director of Development John Gibbs,
Foreign Missions Director Rolla Smith,
and FWBBC Director of Development
Ronald Creech delivered major ad-
dresses to the June 1819 Indiana
State Association which met with First
Bible FWB Church in New Castle.

Indiana Promotional Secretary
Archie Ratliff said that more than 200
Hoosiers gathered to conduct business
and hear the preaching.

Reverend Gibbs spoke on “Chris-
tians With an Extra Kick,” Reverend
Smith on “Bread for Others,” and

Reverend Creech on the “Whole Duty
of Man.”

Delegates endorsed the National
Convention $10 per church represen-
tation fee, and passed the responsibil-
ity to secure the fee on to local associa-
tions.

State Home Missionaries Mike Lake
(Elkhart) and Robert Helms (Evans-
ville) gave progress reports and re-
ceived reaffirmations of support.

Moderator Tim Hackett was re-
elected for a second term. The 1983
state meeting will convene June 17-18
at First FWB Church, Fort Wayne.

MICHIGAN COMMISSIONS
STATE PAPER

ECORSE, Ml—Delegates to the 26th
annual Michigan State Association in-
structed officials to begin printing a
state paper this fall, according to Pro-
motional Secretary Charles Cooper.

More than 185 attended the June
18-19 conference which met at Seventh
Street FWB Church in Ecorse. Dele-
gates endorsed a $27,550 state budget
to include national fees, general fund,
youth camp, and missions.

The state adopted the Lansing mis-
sion project as a state-wide project for
1983. The Lansing work had been
underwritten by the Wolverine Asso-
ciation prior to the vote in June.

In other business, churches were
encouraged to support the Coopera-
tive Plan. Promotional Secretary
Charles Cooper said, “We made his-
tory this year. We're setting goals for
our state; we took a big step forward
when we adopted a state budget.”

Keynote speakers for the state as-
sociation included FWBBC President
Charles Thigpen, Home Missions Di-
rector Roy Thomas, and Sunday
School and Church Training Assistant
Director Malcolm Fry.

Moderator J. B. Varney was re-
elected. The 1983 session will meet
June 17-18 in the Wolverine Associa-
tion,
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