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By Chuck and Violet Cox

dward Conklin said, “The

probability of life originating

from accident is comparable
to the probability of the unabridged
dictionary resulting from an explosion
in a printing shop.”

Even so, Evolution versus Creation-
ism is very much in the news today.
And every student, at some time in his
educational process, will be confronted
with the teachings of evolution. If it
does not happen in elementary or high
school, it may happen on an under-
graduate or graduate level. Or the
confrontation in one’s mind may be
the resuit of television programming
or vocational associations.

It is important to establish the fact
that whether or not one believes in the
evolutionary processis a spiritual prob-
lem. No person who truly believes in
the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior will
deny the Genesis record of divine
creation. Thus, our main objective
should be to win our children to Christ
and ground them in His Word.

There are certain scriptures that
our children should be very familiar
with. The first two chapters of Genesis
are foundational and essentiall Impor-
tant verses to memorize are:

Psalm 119:160—*Thy word is true
from the beginning . .. .”

Isaiah 40:8—“The grass withereth,
the flower fadeth: but the word of our
God shali stand forever.”

Hebrews 11:3-—“Through faith we
understand that the worlds were
formed by the word of God . ... ”

IPeter 3:15—“But sanctify the Lord
God in your hearts: and be ready
always to give an answer to every man
that asketh you a reason of the hope
that is in you with meekness and fear.”

The “theory” of evolution is not
really that at all. A theory is something
that must be able to be proved and
tested. Since neither of these are pos-
sible, evolution is simply reduced to
being a belief.

As parents, we should be acquainted
with the beliefs and assumptions chat-

acteristic of evolutionists. We should
also provide literature on the subject
for our children. If we are not knowl-
edgeable about the claims of evolution,
we will not be able to point out its
errors.

It is equally important to be well-
read regarding creationism. There are
those who teach that God created just
the basics, and then things evolved
from that point.

This view is contradictory to the
Genesis record. We must instruct our
children that God planned and created
this world with a divine purpose. The
Genesis account plainly declares that
God brought forth each creature “after
its own kind.”

Because of genetics, there may be
many species in a kind, but no creature
has ever departed from its own kind
and become a completely different
Creature.

Logicaily, students in private Chris-
tian schools will encounter evolutionary
concepts at alater point in their experi-
ence. Thus, this academic pressure is
delayed and they are able to concen-
trate on other things.

However, we must be sensitive to
the fact that thousands of Free Will
Baptist young people across our nation
are not located near a Christian school.
And some who are cannot take advan-
tage of them because of financial limita-
tions or family restrictions.

The following suggestions are of-
fered for parents and children who feel
pressured because of the teaching of
evolution,

Free Wiil Baptist Sunday Schools
should teach at an early age that God
made the sun and moon and stars. He
then made all the animals, and finally
He created Adam in His own image.
The teenagers could have a period of
Bible studies in which they study the
scriptures and learn verse by verse
how to refute the beliefs of evolution.

In areas where Free Will Baptists
have youth rallies, a Christian teacher
or scientist could be invited to share
with the teens, and encourage them to
stand firm in their biblical beliefs con-
cerning creation,

Our children shouid be taught to be
respectful of teachers and those in
charge. It is far better not to argue. A
student who takes a Christian ap-
proach or viewpoint in writing term
papers, doing science projects, or mak-
ing speeches will have a far greater

impact on a teacher than one who tries
to have the last word in class.

A teacher may occasionally seem
biased, unfair, or unreasonable toward
a student expounding a biblical view-
point. If this be the case, a parent
should speak to the teacher, and to
the principal or superintendent of
schools if need be.

Onereason Creationismisn’t taught
in our schools is because teachers
don’t have the teaching materials. Ask
your school superintendent to write
these companies for samples:

Institute for Creation Research
2716 Madison Avenue
San Diego, California 92112

Beka Books

Pensacola Christian Schools
125 St. John St.

Pensacola, Florida 32503

Bob Jones University Press
Greenwille, South Carolina 29614

Christian Schools International
P.O. Box 8709
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49508

Association of Christian Schools Int’l.
P.O. Box 4097
Whittier, California 90607

Some excellent materials that you
can donate to your school or church
library are Evolution And The High
School Student and Creation And
The High School Student by Kenneth
Taylor of Tyndale House Publishers,
Wheaton, Illinois, The Institute for
Creation Research (address above)
offers these:

Dinosaurs: Those Terrible Lizards
by Gish

Scientific Creationism by Morris

Adventures on Ararat by Morris

Evolution: The Fossils Say No! by
Gish

Crash Go The Chariots by Wiison

From Evolution To Creation—A
Personal Testimony by Parker

Creation: Acts? Facts? Impacts

Remarkable Birth of Planet Earth
by Morris

Biology: A Search For Order In
Complexity by Moore and Slusher

It would be a wonderful thing for
some Christians to be on local and
state Boards of Education. Why should
we leave all curriculum decisions to
non-believers? Support candidates

.
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of Laymen

Do?

By Jack Williams

Acts 13:36—"For David, after he had served his own generation by the
will of God, fell on sleep, and was laid unto his fathers.”

want to help answer one of the

most frequently asked questions

in my ministry—What can a lay-
man do?

The Bible answer is to serve vour
own generation,

What qualities did God have in
mind when He declared that David
made his generation better? While
reviewing David’s strengths, | discov-
ered something new about the man—
David was a layman!

Oh, but it takes a well-balanced,
adaptable man to serve an entire gen-
eration. One who avoids one-issue
polarization and shallowness. David
was that kind of man.

DAVID: A MAN FOR
HIS GENERATION

The Entertainer

David was both a musician and a
well-known song writer, Dozens of his
songs are still published in a book
called Psalms.

David concerned himself with time-
less themes. He wrote about men’s
hurts and disappointments. He painted
rnoving word portraits of their dreams
and victories, their angers, their defeats
and heartbreaks, their storms and
calms.

The Accomplished Vocalist

David knew how to sing. He could
sing the restlessness out of sheep and
the fear cut of men, When David sang,
he left his listeners near the green
pastures and the still water. He sang

away the bear and the lion in hard-
working lives.

When you sing away the bitterness
for a lonely person or chase away
heartache, you've got to know how to
find something besides high “C”,

But if you can do that, if you truly
know the Shepherd and can take
others where the Shepherd is, you will
discover that there is always room for
the man who cares enough to sing his
generation out of captivity and back to
God.

The Skilled Instrumentalist

Take the time to read 1 Samuel 16.
It’s the moving account of a king who
had become vile and wicked, a man
from whom the Spirit of God had
departed. The kingwas Saul. He called
a boy, a lavman, named David to take

—
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LAYMEN (From page G)
his harp and soothe the king’s troubled
spirit.

David knew how to coax sounds
from a harp that quieted fears in the
night. But what made David worth
listening to was how he performed
without a microphone in his hand. And
that’s what makes any musician worth
his salt—how he walks when he thinks
nobody is watching.

The Rancher

David did more than run with the
guitar pickers and harp strummers.
He worked for a living as a sheep
herder, a sheep rancher if you please.
He was often required to lay his life on
the line.

David’s skill as an entertainer, vocal-
ist, or instrumentalist could not fore-
stall the day when he could no longer
sing away his problems.

One dark night alion growled at the
edge of his flock, and no matter what
note David sang the lion wouldn't
leave. He pulled harmony from the
harp, but the lion still growled. David
had to lay his life on the line between
his responsibility and the predators.

There will come that day in your life
when no matter how well yvou plan,
problems will stalk you until you do
something about them. You must con-
tend with the bear and the lion for the
life of the sheep.

Some problems won't go away un-
less you confront them. Predators are
loose in every community—growling,
hungry, eager, destructive. A layman
who would serve his generation must
know when to put his life on the line.
The bear won't listen to your music.
The lion doesn’t care how well you
sing.

David thought it commonplace and
but his duty to challenge the wild
beasts of his day. If you serve your
generation, you will have to confront
the wild issues of this day.

The Soldier

David knew about military life. Read
[ Samuet 18:5. This is the beginning of
his military career,

David went out whithersoever Saul sent-
him, and behaved himself wisely: and
Saul set him over the men of war, and he
was accepted in the sight of all the
people, and also in the sight of Saul’s
servants.

Four traits must be true of an
individual in order tosoldier effectively,
and they were all four true of David.

He went where he was sent (5a).

Wherever Saul said go, David went.
A laymanwho will serve his generation
and be God’s soldier must always go
where he is sent.

David could take orders. Some folks
can give them but can’t take them.

He could follow directions. It takes
an unusual man to clearly follow direc-
tions and get it right every time.

He stayed where he was put (5b).

David not only went where he was
sent, but he stayed there once he
arrived. Saul placed him over the men
of war.

There is a scandaious difference
between nurse-maiding a group of
clover-munching sheep and being Top

What made David
worth listening to
was how he

performed
without a
microphone in
his hand.

Sergeant to a pasture full of seasoned
soldiers.

David graduated from shepherd boy
to military commander and was handed
the marchingorders for Saul’sarmy. It
was a different life altogether from
farming or strumming. His lack of
training was offset by his tireless zeal.

David learned one thing well while
soldiering—to become totally identified
with his present situation.

Earlier in his life, he identified totally
with the bear situation when the bear
stepped out of the bushes. He handled
the bear, and he handied the lion. But
one day a bigger problem stepped out
of the forest, and the problem’s name
was Goliath.

It finally happened to David, a think-
ing problem called him by name. Some-
where down the road you will have to

call the bluff of the giant in your
community. And by the way, it was not
a bluff in David’s case.

Goliath was serious. He came
dressed for the occasion, brandishing
a gleaming spear and packing a sharp
sword, He was a cool, professional
killer who threatened to feed David to
the vultures.

There are problems in your com-
munity big enough and mean enough
to pull your church apart and pull you
apart with if, unless you move out of
the way. It takes a special layman to
serve his generation when it’s high
noon and Goliath is out in the street
kicking up dust and swinging a killing
sword.

He was accepted by his friends
{5¢c).

He was the people’s man—reach-
able and concerned. Beware of men
who, after God honors them with a
degree of success, become unap-
proachable and aloof.

David was a soldier’s soldier. When
they had a problem the commander
listened. We who would be in God’s
army and serve our generation must
be accepted by our friends. We cannot
isolate ourselves from them.

David’s position didn’t sour him,
and his authority didn’t unmoor him
from common sense.

He was trusted by his enemies (5d}.

The Bible says that the servants of
Saul accepted David. Now it doesn’t
take much of an imagination to figure
out that Saul’s servants were instructed
to keep an eye on David.

Word gets around if you pack a
grudge against someone. It was no
secret in Israel that Saul hung a price
on David's head. But David lived so
consistently that even his enemies
could set their clocks by him.

It's essential that your friends trust
you, but do your enemies trust you?
It’s a testimony to your integrity when
even those who disagree with you
know that you are trustworthy.

David studied and understood his
enemies as well as his friends, He had
the finest collection of enemies of his
day; he chose them as carefully as he
did his friends.

The Politician

David eventually rose through the
ranks from being a folk hero, a farmer,
arancher, a musician, until one day he



became king. A king who loved God.
A leader who was called “a man after
God’s own heart.”

Even as king, David knew to repent,
how to face responsibility. Laymen
make great sinners and great saints!
They don't weasel out of it if they are
guilty, nor retreat to a false show of
humility i they're not.

David, being a layman, was willing
to write Psalm 51. No preacher in the
country would have written that. You
couldn’t hire a preacher to write those
anguished verses. But a layman could
and did.

David loved God. He was loyal to -
God’s purpose. InI Chronicles 29, the
Bible tells how that after David poured
himself into God’s work, he was denied
his dream to build the Temple.

Instead of puffinglike a toad on a lily
pad, David told the people that God
wanted somebody else's thumbprint
on the Temple.

Nowl like preachers, but it is laymen
whose affections must be placed on
the house of God and who must be
loval to God’s purpose, even if it
means giving up your dream.

Many laymen are willing, like David,
to bury themselves in obscurity and let
somebody else’s name be chiseled on
the cornerstone. Laymen have been
doing that sort of thing for years, and
preachers have been getting the credit.

Ask who built a certain church, and
some preacher is sure to be named.
But that group of fine laymen in the
congregation probably poured the
foundation, iaid the bricks, and paid
the bills.

David, as a political leader in his
generation, looked for the Messiah. If
you step into the political arena, and
some laymen ought to, by all means be
godiy.

David served his generation as a
political leader, and in doing so he
looked for the Messiah so intently that
they named a city after him, It's called
the City of David. An angel swooped
down through an open field one long-
ago night and told shepherds they
could find the King in the City of David
(Luke 2:11).

David looked for the Messiah so
intensely that they named the Messiah
after him! A biind man cried out one
day, “Jesus, thou Son of David, have
mercy on me” (Mark 11:47}. Imagine,
the Son of God named after a layman!

David touched his entire generation.

That’s what one man did. What will
vou do to touch your generation?

WHAT CAN YOU DO?
For Your Church

There’s a spectacular story in Acts
6 about a church with more preachers
than they needed. A church where
preachers ran everything and made
every decision. Oh, the church grew,
but one day a big fuss started. When
preachers do it all, you can ook for
trouble,

It seems that some widows weren’t
getting fed. Well, you know the story.
You've read it over and over again.

But those preachers were good

Don’t make your
pastor do what
Peter, James, and

John could not
do—run
everything.

men who finally wised up. They sought
help from the taymen in that congrega-
tion.

The entire sixth chapter of Acts
talks about that church in Jerusalem.
The preachers listened to God and
gave responsibility to the laymen in
order for the work to go forward.

The preachers called a prayer meet-
ing and decided that God never in-
tended for them to handle everything.
They needed somebody else to run
the business.

Preachers are notorious business-
men. Too many churches have gotten
into financial trouble because preach-
ers were poor businessmen and didn’t
know it, and nobody had the nerve to
tell them.

But back to Jerusalem. This church
left the decision with the people. They

didn’t call in an expert. Instead, they
went to their knees and called God.

When they got through praying,
God told them to look for some holy
men, good men, men of wisdom, and
men of good report, Guess what? That
description exactly fit seven laymen in
the Jerusalem Church!

Godgave the church seven deacons.
He’s been giving the church deacons
ever since, and most of them have
been holy, good men. Don’t make
your pastor do what Peter and James
andJohn couldn’t do—run everything.

The preacher cannot do it all. Most
preachers don’t want to do it all. But
it’s up to laymen to position themselves
so their abilities wili not be wasted.

The laymen in Acts 6 stepped for-
ward shoulder to shoulder with the
preachers. There is no gap in the
community hedge when men step for-
ward and hoist their responsibility.

Laymen surged forward in answer
to prayer. There was a far greater
effectiveness once the laymen got in-
volved. In fact, the Bible says that as
soon as these laymen took hold, “the
Word of God increased and the num-
ber of the disciples multiplied greatly,
and a great number of the priests were
obedient™ {v. 7).

That’s what you can do for your
church. Step forward and assume re-
sponsibility. Cooperation always brings
effectiveness. Who knows what great
servant of God may emerge from
seeming trouble.

Y ou see, the squabble in Jerusalem
could have divided the church and
caused hard feelings for years. But
when the folks prayed, from that trou-
bie and turmoil, there came forth
stalwart leaders.

The Bible says that Stephen
emerged full of faith and power and did
great wonders and miracles among
the people. A layman did that? He did!

Stephen took the message where it
was needed the most, right out into
the market place. He confronted the
false teachers. He conquered their
arguments, and he caused them to
panic. The Bible says they could not
stand before his reasoning.

To be sure he caused more trouble
in the community. When Stephen toid
what God was doing, there was a fatal
confrontation between him and the

-
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LAYMEN (From page 11)

champion of the local Pharisees, a
young man named Saul of Tarsus.

Stephen touched Saul with his death.
Laymen, it may take you pouring your
life into that community to really touch
it. Youmay only touch the community.
But you touch a Saul in your commu-
nity, and that Saul may touch the
world!

A layman influenced Saul who be-
came Paul who startled the known
world. He wrote half the New Testa-
ment and revolutionized missions.

Don't be afraid of trouble in your
church. [t may be the very thing God
will use to Jaunch some good laymen
into assuming responsibility. It hap-
pened in Jerusalem. [t could happen in
your town.

For Your Neighbor

What can you do for your neighbor?

The preacher preached on Heaven
one Sunday night. The next morning he
met the banker who told him, “Preacher, [
heard your Heaven sermon last night,
but you never did tell us where it was.”

Said the preacher, “Do vou really
want to know?”

“Certainly do,” the banker responded.

The preacher drew him aside, “You
see that little cabin on the mountain side?
There’s aman up there who has been flat
on his back for months. He's seriousy ll.
His wife has a new baby. My wife's up
there now washing their clothes, They
have very little to eat. If you want to know
a little bit of Heaven, you take some
groceries and a oad of coal and you go
up there and kneel by his bed and offer a
prayer.”

The next morning they met again in
the street. The banker was in a hurry,

“Where are you going in such a
rush?” the preacher asked.

“I'm going back to Heaven for a few
minutes before the bank opens!” smiled
the banker.

What can you do for your neighbor?
If you really want to get a littie bit of
Heaven down here, vou do for your
neighbor what the Book says. You
help him shoulder his responsibility.
As a layman you have that ability.

The four greatest abilities for a
layman are responstbility, accountabil-
ity, dependability, and availability.

For Your Pastor

Consider the Parable of the Lost
Shepherd as told by Jorge De
Barros .. ..

God counted the shepherds every day. The
leader of the region counted them every month.
The treasurer counted them every week.

Ninety-nine shepherds went {o the yearly
assembly and gave their reparts, Optimists by
nature, they told about resounding victories and
preferred to keep silent about the days in which
like the Prophet Elijah they desired to die. The
congregation burst forth in applause. Amens
and hallelujahs were heard.

Only the secretary consulting his list noticed
that one pastor was missing. He sounded the
alarm and the conjectures poured in. “Well, has
he returned to his net?” someone asked.

“Is he deserving of Luke 9:62 and not fit for
the kingdom because he has put his hand to the
plow and turned back?”

The agenda was heavy, and the business was
urgent and it was late, and nobody went out to
search for him. They rationalized, he’s got light.
He'll find his way here.

At the close of the meeting, the man hadn't
appeared, At the last minute they organized a
search committee, He was not found in the arms
of a stranae woman. He was not found in the
banks or financial circles of the city. He was not
found in the bars drowning his frustrations in
bottles of wine.

They found him dead in the loneliest site of
the land. His autopsy revealed some strange
things. One of the causes of death was exhaus-
tion. The report said that the pastor carried a
load teo heavy for any human being. Wouild that
be the reason why lately he had been groaning
and crying?

The man had stacked up in his soul all the
sorrows of his people. His ears were overflowing
with secrets heavier than iead. His arms gave
out in the never-ending task of lifting from the
ground people who were desperate to reach
Heaven.

[ his pockets they found endless columns of
goals at all levels, and lists of inescapable
responsibilities and programs. They verified that
the man died of loneliness. Resting on the
premise that he had light and knew the way,
even his friends neglected him. No one held up
his arms.

Alone, he had resisted the virus of illness that
eats away from head to foot. Alone, he had faced
the wolf of inflation that devours salary and
makes it fook like a sanctified tip. He resisted the
serpent of temptation ali by himself.

Alone, he struggled against the lion of nega-
tivism. Discouragement prostrated him with
devastating blows. Finally, caught in the web of
criticism and bitten by poisonous tongues, the
man just gave up and died.

When the sheep from neighboring towns
heard what happened to that leader, they made
an unorthodox decision. The flock left the green
pasture, left their still water, rushed out in
search of their own shepherd.

What can vou do as a layman?
Serve your congregation. Serve your
church. Serve your pastor. Serve your-
self. Give yourself to God.,

Letit be said as an epitaph to you as
it was to David the shepherd king, “He
served his own generation by the will

of God and was laid unto his fathers.”a
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CALVARY (From page 13)

The twin pillars of His crucifixion
and resurrection support Peter’s
preaching in the early chapters of
Acts. These two subjects, sensitive as
they are, inspired the Apostles to
preach, pray, and practice godliness
to such a degree that God crowned
their efforts with daily converts.

Why is it then that we try to avoid
the subject of death? In our culture
such discussions are often considered
morbid and crude. Rather than seeing
death as transport to another life, we
are preoccupied with the glory of the
present.

As a result, many Christians do not
know how to react when the crucifixion
of Christ is mentioned. Should we be
elated at His sacrifice and triumph? Is
it appropriate to feel sad and avoid the
subject?

The great danger of indecision is
that it can lead to indifference. Few of
us discuss or study that which brings
us discomfort or confusion.

If the death of Christ was so impor-
tant in A.D. 33, have the intervening
centuries blurred its significance? We
might be tempted to think so if the only
measuring rod is the infrequency of its
mention in most pulpits, but not if we
consider how Christ’s death leaps from
every page of the New Testament.

We need to study how to arrive ata
sound biblical attitude, and then cher-
ish those passages and truths with
renewed love. To build our own emo-
tional response, it will help us to survey
thereactions of those who were there.

The Crowd
At Calvary

A variety of attitudes clashed at the
time of the crucifixion. Consider the
soldiers who sought revenge against
Christ although they were not sure
why. They were told that He had
opposed Caesar, but no one could
identify His insurrection.

What of the priests and scribes who
reviled and railed against Him? They
mocked and scorned Him for the
supposed arrogance He had shown in
teaching the people without their ap-
proval.

Then there were the crowds who
resigned themselves to what was hap-
pening. They were almost completely

indifferent as they watched Jesus walk
the path. This was not the first time
they had seen such a sight. They felt
uninvolved and unmoved.

Finally, there was a small group
who ruefully watched and regretted
what was happening, Peter was some-
where nearby remembering his denial
of the previous night and weeping
bitterly, as were the other Apostles
who tried to understand why they had
all run when the soldiers came to
arrest Him.

They loved Him and trusted His
wisdom, yet when they could not
understand His surrender, they
doubted and forsook Him. John was
mentioned as being at the foot of the
cross. “He whom Jesus loved” stood
watching his closest friend die.

Four R’s At Calvarvy

How is it possible for there to be so
many different reactions to the same
event? People do not change! Just as
those who were there acted with such
awide range of emotions, people today
reflect the generation who saw Jesus
die.

REJECTION

What is the difference between the
soldiers and our society? We see peo-
ple every day who ignore God'’s ad-
menitions to five holy. We often wor-
ship with those who wear the name of
Christ but love this world. We en-
counter many who laugh us to scorn if
we talk and act as Jesus did when He
was on earth.

Is that not what they did? They
railed, they reviled, and they made
sport of Him. We may convince our-
selves that we are too sophisticated to
nail Him to a literal cross today, but
our rejection and rebellion sting with
even greater sorrow.

REJOICING

As unlikely as it may seem, there
are still those who rejoice at His death
today. Surely no one in a Christian
nation would take advantage of Easter
to make a financial qain, would they?

Those who manufacture candy and
similar products promote the Easter
bunny philosophy. Restaurants and
grocery stores make bundles from
special Easter meals.

Clothing stores and manufacturers
advertise and cultivate the idea of
buying new suits and dresses for Easter
Sunday. Is this much different from
the Roman soldiers who cast lots for
His garments? Is there really that
much difference in following the cus-
toms of our time and the soldiers
following the orders of their superiors?

Sometimes even His disciples are
ensnared by such a philosophy. This
helps the scornful to justify their cold-
heartedness. What would Jesus do in
our place? Would He devote Himself
to rejoicingwith the world, or might He
dedicate His efforts to reminding the
world about the significance of the
sacrifice? Would He use His extra
money on new clothes, or on a speciat
offering to His church?

Paul said in Philippians 2:5 “Let this
mind be in you, which was also in
Christ Jesus.”

Imagine what wouid happen if all
the people in fundamental Bible-believ-
ing churches made Easter a time of
prayer and service to God, and ignored
the fanfare and fun of candy, clothes,
and creating business for the world!

REPENTANCE

Another attitude demonstrated at
the cross was the attitude of repent-
ance. The thieves hanging beside Jesus
knew what He was going through.
They not only saw it, but they were
experiencing it. Like the others, both
thieves mocked Jesus at first. As the
Lord endured His pain without com-
plaint or threats of vengeance, He
touched the heart of one of those
thieves.

Not only in the case of the thief, but
also the centurion recognized that he
had crucified a righteous man (Luke
23:47). Although we cannot be sure, it
appears likely the gospel witnesses felt
this centurion repented. Perhaps they
included this event in all three Synoptic
Gospels to emphasize that even those
who have rejoiced at His death could
find repentance.

RESPONSIBILITY

The final attitude revealed at the
crucifixion was the recognition of re-
sponsibility. In John 19, Jesus gave
“the disciple standing by whom He
loved” a new responsibility—to care
for His mother, Mary, whom He loved.



All Christians, however, were given
a new responsibility at the crucifixion.
Prior to Jesus’ death, God had not
directly ordered His children to carry
the message of His glory to those who
had not yet heard.

Now, however, there is no question
that we are required to carry the
message of “Christ and Him crucified”
to all the creatures of the earth.

It is this attitude of responsibility
that sets us apart from the multitudes
of churches that pretend to be Chris-
tian today.

Prior to coming to the Free Will
Baptist denorination, I had no idea
that God placed His message in the
hearts of men to go forth and to tell

others. | had the concept that if |
thought and felt the way | should
toward God, His Son, and His sacrifice
that [ was fulfilling God's Will for my
life.

How do you feet about the crucifix-
ion? Few who read these words will be
guilty of the revenge, the reviling or the
railing of the Romans and the priests.

But are we involved in rejoicing that
dishonors Christ and distracts from
the significance of His sacrifice? Most
importantly, have you felt as the thief
that you needed to repent?

Jesus died and emptied Himself
because He knew we needed to repent,
and He knew there was only one
possible payment for our sins. To read

of Christ’s death and not repent, is to
make His death meaningless as far as
you are concerned.

But if you have repented, do you
feel a responsibility to carry this mes-
sage to others? Remember, someone
taught you, told you of Him, and tried
to gquide you toward “the peace that
passeth understanding.”

Will you give yourself to do the
same for someone else? How do you
feel about the crucifixion? | feel re-
sponsible, because He died for me,

and responsible to tell others about it.

'
ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Lester
Cahoon pastors First Free Will Baptist Church,
Kingstree, South Carolina.

OUR
READERS
COMMENT

COLLEGE BOOSTER WRITES

| appreciated Briefcase in the July issue. You
were right in saying that the college has been
criticized. [ myself have heard some of that
criticism.

Although I didn’t go to the Free Will Baptist
Bible College, | have a great love for it. | believe
some great men of God have graduated from
the college. Our church supports the college
and always will.

We are really blessed to have a Bible College
in Tennessee. | like what you said in the article—
God does dwell in majesty.

You all at the college and at CONTACT
keep up the good work and do your best for the
Lord.

Gary L. Mitchell
Greeneville, Tennessee

‘BLINDLOYALTY’ OFFENDS READER

I am writing in regard to Jack Williams’
article in the July, 1982 issue of CONTACT
Magazine.

The tast paragraph was particularly offensive
tome. " ... God dwells in majesty” at West End
Avenue.

I visited the college last summer and I never
sensed God's presence there, Only empty build-
ings were evident everywhere.

Doesn't God dweli in the heart of every
believer?

Sounds like Jack Williams has a blind loyalty
to the college.

Mrs. Billie Bird
Houlton, Maine

RIGHT ANSWER, WRONG QUESTION

The question put forth in Briefcase in the
July issue was, “Does God Stil Live on West
End Avenue?” I'm sure He does. There is no
doubt in my mind that He indwells the lives of
many fine Christian people at that address.

That is really not the question among Free
Will Baptists today. The question is not, “Does
God Still Live on West End Avenue?”, but was
His Son Jesus a teetofaler from alcoholic bever-
ages according to Proverbs 20:1, or was He
really a winebibber as accused by His enemies?
Also was He a bartender at the wedding or did
He abide by Habakkuk 2:15? I'm sure Free Wil
Baptists will let their views of Jesus be made
known,

Solomon said, “He that justifieth the wicked,
and he that condemneth the just, even they both
are an abomination unto the Lord" (Proverbs
17:15}.

Claudie Hames, Pastor
First Free Will Baptist Church
Bakersfield, California

SIGNS UP FOR FIVE YEARS

Enclosed please find my check for $35.00 for
CONTACT for the next five years. My husband
and I look forward to receiving the magazine
every month.

We enjoy every article. We also feel that we
can stay better informed about the affairs of the
National Association by faithfully reading CON-
TACT.

We look forward to receiving the September
issue . . . to read the report of what went on at
the National Convention.

We support your work with our prayers.

Mrs, Alma B. Worthington
Ayden, North Carolina

‘NO DOUBTS’, SAYS
PREACHER’'S DAUGHTER

[ was looking back through old CONTACTs

the other day and | came across an article in the
February, 1981, issue that ] thought was interest-
ing.
The title of it was “The Best Things Happen
to PK’s.” [ am a preacher’s daughter and | can
say without a doubt that the best things do
happen to preacher’s kids.

Ruth Long
Tupelo, Mississippi
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TWO CHURCHES MERGE,
PURCHASE 20 ACRES

DICKSON, TN—The Bear Creek
FWB Church and Robinson’s Chapel
FWB Church, both of Dickson, Ten-
nessee, merged in July to form the
United FWB Church, according to
Pastor Wayne Lankford.

The two rural congregations owned
less than two acres between them and
were struggaling to maintain services,
when members voted to merge the
groups to form a single congregation.
The name, United FWB Church, was
selected. The combined congregations
conducted their first service on July
25,1982,

More than 150 attended the first
service, followed by a fellowship din-
ner. A Sunday evening business meet-
ing resulted in the decision to sell both
the Bear Creek and Robinson’s Chapel
properties and purchase 20 acres in
Dickson on Highway 46, the main
artery leading into town.

Plans call for the erection of a new
church building, and the construction
of a Christian school as soon as possi-
ble.

Dean Long {at podium) argues against a proposed amendment that would allow beer
consumption in Salina parks. Long was among 20 people who spoke against the measure.

KANSAS CHURCH SPEARHEADS LOCAL BEER FIGHT

SALINA, KS—Two Free Will Baptists
helped aroused citizens thwart efforts
to permit beer drinking in Salina's
parks on Sundays by convincing city
commissioners 1o reverse a 5-0 vote
supporting the beer-drinking ordi-
nance.

Through the efforts of Bill Lepping
and Dean Long, both members of
First FWB Church, Salina, city com-
missioners voted 3-1 on June 30, 1982,
to reverse theit June 28 ruling fo
amend the city code to allow Sunday
beer drinking in the city’s parks.

The amendment defeat halted free
beer promises by organizers of Salina’s
Skyfire Fourth of July golf tournament
at Municipat Golf Course.

Bill Lepping, eight-vear-member of
First FWB Church and member of the
official church board, charged city

commissioners with ignoring citizen’s
opinions on Monday, June 28, when
they unanimously passed the beer
amendment on first reading in spite of
vigorous protests.

Lepping kept his promise to return
with others who opposed the ordi
nance when the matter came up for
second reading on June 30.

Feliow Salina Churchmember Dean
Long joined Lepping for the June 30
encounter, Long, full-time general edu-
cation director at First Church and
director of the Salina Police Chaplain
program, argued convincingly against
the ordinance.

Following 90 minutes of testimony—
overwhelmingly against the change—
the commission voted 3-1 against the
amendment they had unanimously
passed two days earlier.

MARYLAND PASSES ‘RIGHT OF SUPPORT’ RESOLUTION

Perryman, MD—The Maryland State
Association passed a resolution recog-
nizing “the right of each individual
church and minister . . . to support the
school of their choice, and. .. that this
will in no way become a line of fellow-
ship among us.”

The resolution was prompted by
controversy concerning Free Will Bap-
tist Bible College and the proposed
establishment of another college.

The 16th annual State Association

met June 25-26 at Mt, Calvary FWB
Church, Perryman, under the theme,
“The Lordship of Christ.” Ministers
Hubert Bennett, John Hall, and W. H.
Steele spoke during the session.

Officials reported that four new
churches were added to the associa-
tion during the year. Reverend Lester
Horton was elected moderator and
promotional secretary for the coming
year.



ARKANSAS ENDORSES $762,000 BUDGET FOR 1983

CONWAY, AR—Delegates to the 85th
annual Arkansas State Association
approved 1983 state and national out-
reach budgets topping$762,000 during
the August 10-12 meeting at Camp
Beaverfork, according to Promoticonal
Secretary David Joslin.

Joslin reported a jump in state
cooperative plan receipts from
$118,000 to $128,000 in 1982. The
state-owned and operated Christian
Supply Bookstore in Conway boosted
sales 20 percent this year.

In other action, delegates changed
the state’s reporting schedule from a
fiscal to a calendar year, bringingstate
projects more in line with National
Association reporting practices.

State C.T.S. Director Jim Pursel
told delegates that 1,156 youngsters
participated in the five weeks of vouth
camp this summer at Camp Beaver-
fork,

More than 530 delegates, ministers,
and visitors registered for the State
Association. Officials noted that 239
churches from 17 district associations
reported.

A resolution commending Arkansas
Governor Frank White for his assist-
ance in easing bureaucratic pressure
on Christian day schools in the state

won strong delegate approval.

The three-day State Association
included state-wide meetings of the
Master's Men and Woman'’s Auxiliary.
Free Will Baptist Executive Secretary
Melvin Worthington spoke during the
Master’s Men Dinner August 11 on the
subject, “Wilt You Be The Man?”
Missionaries Jean Deeds and Bessie
Richards addressed the Woman's
Auxiliary conferees.

Five ministers preached on the State
Association theme, “Behold, He
Cometh"”--Lonny Burks (First
Church, Huntsville), Bob Thompson
{Cavanaugh Church, Fort Smith),
Floyd Wolfenbarger (First Church,
Russellville), KenHaney (First Church,
Jonesboro), and Larry Hughes (Nash-
ville, Tennessee).

Music for the State Association was
provided by youth groups that partici-
pated in the State CTS Music and Arts
Festival.

The Tuesday afterncon Bible Con-
ference featured two guest preachers—
OklahomaExecutive Secretary Lonnie
DaVoult and Foreign Mission Associ-
ate Director Eugene Waddell.

Moderator Carl Cheshier was re-
elected.

INSTITUTE OF GOLD REOPENS, ENROLLS SIX STUDENTS

© MONTERREY, MEXICO--The Bible
Institute of Gold in Monterrey re-
opened in January, 1982, after being
closed 10 vears, according to Home
Missions Director Roy Thomas.

The Institute enrolled six students
inseveral courses; including Bible Sur-
vey, Faise Sects, Evangelism, John,
and Christian Education. The Institute
reopened under the direction of Jesus
(Chuy) de la Rosa.

Director de la Rosa reported that
students came from three Mexican
FWB churches and a mission. Local
Free Wiil Baptist churches assumed
responsibility to provide food for stu-
dents during the first semester.

The fall semester began in August,
but the Institute faces numerous short-
ages in office equipment, books, dormi-
tory suppties, and kitchen utensils.

Reverend de la Rosa said that since
many of the items needed by the
Institute cannot be carried across the

Mexican border without difficulty, cash
gifts sent to the National Home Mis-
sions Department earmarked for the
Mexican Institute would be the most
practical manner in which to meet
current needs,

Director Chuy de la Rosa

VIRGINIA PASTOR
COMPLETES 25 YEARS

FAIRFAX STATION, VA—Pastor
Lester Horton marked his 25th year at
Fairwood FWB church, Fairfax Sta-
tion, on dJuly 11, according to Church
Clerk Ruby Angel.

Reverend Horton and his wife L ottie
were each presented with 25-year
plaques in the morning worship ser-
vice. The surprise 25-year celebration
also included a guest speaker, Pastor
William Steele of First FWB church,
Bedford, Virginia,

Horton served one vear as assistant
pastor at Fairwood Church (October,
1956-duly, 1957) before assuming full
pastoral duties in 1957. Under his
leadership a 600-seat auditorium,
chapel, and educational facilities have
been erected. Some 32 preachers have
entered the ministry during his pastor-
ate at Fairwood.

The Tennessee native has been
widely used in denominationai activi-
ties, currently serving on the General
Board of the National Association, as
chairman of the Maryland State Home
Missions Board, and member of the
Board of Directors for Southeastern
Free Will Baptist College.

Horton has preached revivals in
more than 20 states. For 24 years, he
has conducted the Sunday morning
broadcast of the “Light of Life” radio
program on WCKW in Warrenton,
Virginia. He has helped organize 22
Free Will Baptist churches.

Brother Horton’s other activities
include 20 years on the ordaining
council of the Northern Virginia Quar-
terly Conference, several terms as
state and district moderator, and a
four-time Holy Land tour guide. He
authored a booklet, “A Product of
Grace.”

Lester Horton announced his call
to preach on Memorial Day in 1955,
He has served as pastor of Fairwood
FWB Church for 25 of the 29 years the
church has been in existence.

e
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Currently . . .

The Mt. Calvary FWB Church,
Hoolkerton, NC, began a clothing out-
reach in connection with their bus ministry.
Pastor Jack Cox indicates that the cloth-
ing ministry will be available for aduits as
well as children.

Pastor Lester Davis of Cabool
FWE Church, Cabool, MO, says that
payment on a $44,000 loan the church
attained in 1975 took some unexpected
but delightful turns. It seems that as the
churchtreasurer made monthly payments,
they discovered that extra payments were
being made by some unknown person—
sometimes as much as $3,000. At any rate,
in mid-March of this vear, the loan balance
stood approximately $14,000. Church
Treasurer PaulineWhite attempted to make
a payment oniy to discover that the entire
$14,000 had been paid by an anonymous
donort

Freeman Chapel FWB Church,
Stewartsville, MO, held a dedication
service June 6 for a newly-completed edu-
cational addition which included class-
rooms, pastor’s study, foyer, and complete
kitchen and dining facilities. Pastor
Vernon Maggart presented a surprise
gift of §1,000 from the church to Darrem
Verbicl, the church musician, who had
been selected to tour Europe with a choral
group. Missouri Promotionat Secretary
Clarence Burton delivered the dedi-
catory address.

Piqua FWB Church, Piqua, OH,
reported 17 conversions during a revival
meeting, followed by 14 baptisms. Jack
Blackburn pastors.

A revival in Greenview FWB
Church, Dayton, OH, resuited in 15
conversions and 23 new members, accord-
ingtoPastor Norman Livingston. One
of the deacons, Lonnie Marshall, answered
the call to preach during the meeting.

Pastor Keith Perkins of Hillsboro
FWB Church, Hillsboro, OH, reports
28 conversions in a nine-day revival.

There was a rather interesting title on a
small paragraph in the weekly paper at
First FWB Church, Russellville, AR.
The paragraph was titled “New Suit Pre-
mieres July 11.” The eye-catching para-
graph was signed by the pastor, Floyd

Wolfenbarger. A church love offering
had resulted in the addition to the pastor’s
wardrobe.

Unknown at the time to Bobby
Braswell, his 9.year-old daughter,
Michelle, wrote a letter inwhich she gave
appreciation to her father and said a num-
ber of nice things about him. As a result of
theletter, Bobby was chosen Father of the
Y ear by the Goldsboro Merchants Associa-
tion in Goldsboro, NC. He is a member of
Victory FWB Church, Goldshoro,
George C, Lee pastors.

CONTACT welcomes The Paper
Pulpit publication of First FWB
Church, Cushing, OK. Joei Kircher
pastors.

South Carolina’s Eastern Conference
honored three maderators with plaques of
appreciation earlier this year, A 20-year-
plaque was awarded to George Williams
in honor of his late father, T. Arthur
Williams, who served the conference
1940-1960. A 9-year-plaque was awarded
to Hovt Powell for moderating responsi-
bilities 1962-1971. Brother Powell pastors
Grace FWB Church, Manring, SC.
Pastor Joe Cagle of New Prospect
FWB Church, Pamplico, SC, received
a 10-year-plaque for serving as moderator
of the conference 1971-1981,

The Bethel Bible Instituie, Flo-
rence, SC, conducted its first com-
mencement exercises in May. Dr, L. C.
Johnson, former president of Free Will
Baptist Bible College, delivered the Com-
mencement address. Course completion
certificates were given to 19 students. BBI
is a ministry of the South Carolina Confer-
ence of Free Will Baptists.

Twelve people were baptized in Sugar
Creek at Bentonville FWB Church,
Bentonville, AR, and one was saved at
the water’s edge. Ace F erquson pastors.

Pastor Lonnie Burks reports that
attendance at Huntsville FWB
Church, Huntsville, AR, stayed above
the 160 mark this spring. The church also
reported 12 conversions, 4 rededications,
13 baptisms, and 6 who joined the church.

Phillips Chapel FWB Church,
Springdale, AR, gave a three months
report showing 27 conversions, 19 bap-
tisms, and 14 new church members. Loy
Counts pastors.

The Trinity FWB Church, Okla-
homa City, OK, is sponsoring a daily
radio program at 10:00 a.m. Monday

through Friday over station KYBE.
DeArthur Yandell pastors.

Accordingto the West Virginia Free
Will Baptist, official publication of the
West Virginia State Association, a
MacArthur, WV, couple left provisions in
their estate for the Free Will Baptist
Home for Children located in Greene-
ville, TN, to receive over $73,000.

Henry and Rosemary Long gave a
qift of $4,000 for landscaping and church
improvements to the Butterfield FWEB
Church, Aurora, IL, Pastor J. Reford
Willsom reports that the church completed
anew outdoor sign as well as the purchase
of office equipment, dupticator, and over-
head projector.

The Sherwood Bible Institute, outreach
of Sherwood FWEB Church, E}
Sobrante, CA, conducted their third
annual end-of-the-vear banguef earlier this
summer,; 25 persons were in attendance.
Rev. Harry Henandez directs the Insti-
tute,

First FWEB Church, Dothan, AL,
purchased a second van to assist in out-
reach ministries. Pastor Jim Turnbough
said the church purchased the 12-passen-
ger Ford van for $1,500.

And here is another van purchase . . . .
Pastor Ron Edgil says the 15-passenger
Plymouth van purchased for use at First
FWB Church, Flat River, MO, will be
used for class outings, senjor citizen minis-
try, youth ministry, and other church re-
lated activities.

Bill and Vada Reeves invested 26
years of service in youth camps in Missouri.
OnJune23, the tabernacle at the Missouri
Youth Camp was named “Reeves Worship
Hall” in honor of Bill and Vada Reeves. A
crowd of 700 people gave astanding ovation
to Bill as he stepped forward to receive a
plaque commemorating his many years of
service.

Here is a church that really encourages
members to attend the annual National
Association. First FWB Church, Jop-
lin, MO, voted in their annual business
conference to give $75 to each aduit mem-
ber who attended the 1982 National Con-
vention. Jim Shepherd pastors.

TheVillage Chapel FWB Church,
Ceres, CA, celebrated it's 25th anniver-
sary in June. Guest speakers included
Mayor Sal Cannella, County Supervisor
Gary Condit and former pastor Joe
Mooneyham, Adrian Condit pastors. 4
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Green Tree Bible Study

Robert E. Picirilli

Haggai 2:10-23

When God’s Blessings
Are Restored

message doesn’t necessarily
A have to last long to have long-

lasting effects. Haggai's short
work proves that. The three basic
messages of Haggai's book, all
preached in one year, said and ac-
complished much.

The first message (1:1-15), on the
first day of the sixth month {our Sep-
tember), succeeded in arousing the
Jews to rebuild the temple.

The second message (2:1-9), on the
21st of the foilowing month, addressed
their discouragement.

The third message came two months
later (our December} on the 24th of
the month (at 2:20, we might set off a
fourth message, but the same day was
involved,

wo Questions about Holy

andUnclean introduce the third
message in verses 10-14. As verse 11
indicates, Haggai directed questions
to the priests, as the ones with chief
responsibility to teach God’s law.

The first question (v. 12) was wheth-
er the priest’s garment, while carrying
the “holy” (consecrated) flesh of the

sacrificial animal, would make holy
anything it touched. The priests an-
swered, correctly, NO: according to
[eviticus 6:27 only the garment itself
was made holy.

The second question (v. 13} was
somewhat in reverse: if a person,
made ceremonially “unclean” by
touching a dead body, were to touch
something else, would that also be
made unclean? Again they answered,
correctly, YES (see Numbers 19:22).

Verse 14 makes the application: the
curse which the Jews had experienced
{see 1:10, 11} was because they were
unclean spiritually and thus defiled
everything they touched, including the
sacrifices they offered.

The subtie distinction is this: the
presence of God’s aitar and the sacri-
fices offered on it did not so consecrate
their fand and crops as to guarantee
blessing in spite of their sins.

But their own wicked sloth and self-
centeredness (that had caused their
neglect of God’s house, for one thing)
had so defiled them that God had
brought drought and crop failure on
them.

We learn from this that the indirect
effects of sin are, in some ways, passed
on mere broadly than those of holy
nfluences. We cannot brush aside the
effects of wrongdoing by laying claim
to the presence of a priest or an altar

or achurch. But when we are spiritual-
ly impure, we adversely affect every-
thing that comes under our influence.

he Restoration of God’s

Blessings is the subject of verses
15-19. As had been implied by the two
questions in verses 10-14 {above), the
troubies they experienced were direct-
ly from the [Lord as judgment/chastise-
ment for their sin.

Verses 16, 17 refer to crop failures
and shortages. A heap of sheaves of
grain that would normally yield 20
measures, threshed, had vielded only
haif that much. The grape harvest that
would be expected to produce 50
buckets of juice at the wine press had
produced but 30.

And this resulted from blasting and
mildew (diseases of grain) and hai,
which affected the grapes and vines,
too.

But then had come Haggai’s preach-
ing (chapter 1} and the people had
experienced revival, setting out again
to rebuiid the temple. The work is
definitely going forward. As of this day,
Haggai says, the curse is ended and
God’s blessings have been restored
(wv. 18, 19).

One can hardly help thinking of
David’s experience in Psalm 51; when
we are wrong, everything is wrong; but
when we get right with God, our
spiritual famine is ended and the re-



freshing rains of revival bring us new
joy. How we need that in these days!

Renewed Promise of the

Salvation of the Kingdom of
God is provided in the final verses
(20-23), given on the same day. The
point is essentially the same as already
seen in 2:6-9,

God is yet going to overthrow the
kingdoms of this world—their thrones,
their might, their armies, their re-
sources—and replace them with the
kingdom of God. As Daniel had seen

HelpingPeople Grow, byGaryR. Collins
{Santa Ana, California: Vision House,

1980, 360 pp., paperback, $6.95).
C the iife of the Christian com-

munity today than it has ever
been before. Pastors and laymen are
often calied upon to give formal or
informal counseling to individuals
facing various kinds of problems. We
should always remember that to offer
comfort, help, and encouragement to
a person in difficulty is an important
part of the gospel message.

This volume is a collection of essays
by different authors who present a
variety of approaches to Christian
counseling. Almost all authors come
from within the evangelicat tradition;
they regard the Bible as the Word of
God and the final authority for the
Christian counselor. They reflect, how-
ever, considerable diversity in their
understandings of just what Christian
counseling is and how it should be
done.

In a brief review like this, there is

not sufficient space to discuss all their
approaches in detail, but considera-

ounseling is more important in

it, the stone from the mountain, cut
out without hands, would crush the
world’s kingdoms and fill the whole
earth (Daniel 2:31-45). The blessings
being restored to the Jews in Hagaai’s
day were just aglimpse of the promised
blessings of the full salvation of the
kingdom of God.

Note that this part of Haggai’s mes-
sage is addressed to Zerubbabel spe-
cifically. He was David's descendant,
then governor under the Persians. As
such, he represented David’s royal

Top Shelf

Thomas Marberry

tion will be given to a few of them.
According to David Carison, the Chris-
tian counselor combines the biblical
roles of priest and prophet. The Chris-
tian counselor not only comforts, lis-
tens to, and talks with a counselee; he
also convicts him and confronts him
with the lordship of Christ in every
area of his life. .

Paul Tournier underlines the use of
dialogue in counseling. He encourages
the counselee to frankly discuss his
difficulties and problems. As the dis-
cussion process progresses, Tournier
offers encouragement and support.
He does not stand in judgment over
people, but rather encourages themto
find the forgiveness and healing power
of God.

H. Newton Maloney has adapted a
secular approach to counseling, trans-
actional analysis, and brought it into
the Christian realm. At several points,
however, he readily admit the weak-
nesses within this system which result
from its secular origin. He moves
beyond the secular foundation to
Christian truth.

Jay E. Adams presents a popular
approach to Christian counseling
which has come to be known as “nou-
thetic counseling.” Adams is quite

line, culminating in Jesus Christ as the
seed of David who reigns over the
kingdom of God now and forever.

The promise of Zerubbabel, then,
would be fulfilled in Jesus Christ. he is
God’s signet ring, God’s chosen (v.
23). As Keil and Delitzsch put i
“Jesus Christ has raised up the king-
dom of His father David again. . . it will
never be crushed and destroyed, but
will break in pieces all these kingdoms,
and destroy them, and will itself endure
forever,” 4

critical of modern psychology and psy-
chiatry. He doubts their value in Chris-
tian counseling. His approach is bibl:
cal; he confronts the counselee with
God’s requirements and then works
to help him bring his life in line with
those requirements.

[Lawrence J. Crabb, Jr., takes a
different approach. He seeks to use
both the findings of modern psychology
and the teachings of scripture in his
system, He champions the idea that
mature Christians in the locat church
should be trained to do counseling
work,

The last two chapters in the book
are written by the editor, G ary Collins.
He examines the distinctives and the
future of Christian counseling. These
important chapters point out basic
differences between Christian and
secular counseling.

This book should be read by pastors
and others who are involved in the
ministry of counseling. In particular,
thevolume can help Christian counsel-
ors to see the variety of different
approaches which are available. [t can
also provide a great deal of information
about books and other helps which
are available on the subject of Christian
counseling. &
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The Free Will Baptist Pulpit

" Lester Horton, Pastor

Fairwood Free Will Baptist Church, Fairfax Station, Virginia

INTRODUCTION:

Calvary is mentioned by Christians more often than any
other location on Earth. To some it is a tourist attraction. To
others it is used in song titles for Christian music.

To the two thieves it meant justice; to Barabbas, judgment;
to the Moslems, a cemetery; and the list could go on.

Let us consider what Calvary meant to:

I. The Savior:

A, Fulfillment of Scripture—Matthew 16:21
“And as Moses lifted up the serpentin the wilderness, even
so must the Son of man be lifted up” (John 3:14).

B. Facing the Shame—~—Hebrews 12:2-3
“] gave my back to the smiters, and my cheeks to them that
plucked off the hair: I hid not my face from shame and
spitting” (Isaiah 50:6).

C. Finishing our Salvation—dJohn 19:30
“Andl, if ] belifted up from the earth, will draw ail men unio
me. This he said, signifying what death he should die”
{John 12:32.33).

1. What Calvary Means fo the Saints

A, Redemption—Colossians 1:14

“Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with

The Meaning
of Calvarv

B,

C.

Reconciliation—II Corinthians 5:18-19, Ephesians 2:16
“And, having made peace through the blood of his cross,
by him to reconcile all things unto himself; by him, 1 say,
whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven”
{Colossians 1:20).

Refuge—Exodus 12:13

“Much more then, being now justified by his biood, we
shall be saved from wrath through him” {Romans 5:9).

. What Caluary Means to the Sinner

A. Compassion—Lamentations 3:22

“But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with
compassion on them because they fainted, and were
scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd” (Matthew
9:36).

. Cleansing—Isaiah 1:18

“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us
our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (]
John 1:9).

. Confirmation of Love—dJohn 3:16

“Greater love hath no man than this, that a man fay down
his life for his friends” (John 15:13).

Conclusion

Calvary is spelled with seven letters, God's number of

corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain
conversation received by tradition from your fathers; but
with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without
blemish and without spot” (I Peter 1:18-19),

perfection, and appears only one time in the Bible (Luke 23:33),
This is sufficient, for God only had one Son to give.

“For by one offering he hath perfected forever them that
are sanctified” (Hebrews 10:14). &4
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HISTORY (From page 25)

his health, his vocation, his time to the
higher calling of the gospel ministry.

Piace’s diary offers an example of
Randall’s complete commitment in the
account of a winter time baptismal
service.

... Then all repaired to a river near
by. Theice on the river was fifteen inches
thick, and steps were cut into it to favor
Elder Randall, as he was then very feeble
and sick of consumption . . ..

When the baptism was over, on ac-
count of Elder Randall's feeble heaith,
they retired to the house to give the hand
of fellowship. After whichthe elder prayed
again, but coutd not rise from his knees
until two youngmen. .. helped him to his
feet.

Randall continued to preach for the
next few nights though he was so weak
he had to lean against the wall for
support., Physical needs seemed to
take second place to his concern for
souls.

A Glimpse at
the Man’s Lifestyle

Benjamin Randall modeled the
Christian experience in lifestyle as well
as commitment. Even in light of the
rigid standards of the day, his example
was above the ordinary. The diary
included Randall's personal testimony:

. .. | have always tried to follow
Jesus . . . to be holy, separated from sin
and the company of sinners—only when
1 could do them good. No man has ever
seen my horse tied at a store or tavern
any longer than 1 couid possibly do my
business and be off . . . .

1 have always avoided all public places
of amusement and thelike. [ was neverin
a court of justice in all my life. Evervthing
like jockeving, trafficking, and trading for
gain, | have studiously avoided.

The testimony is revealing. Benjamin
Randali was a disciple of Christ, careful
in his lifestyle, not anidler, not material-
istic, committed to his task.

The diary has offered more than a
brief trip into the past. There are
lessons to be learned from this new
acquaintance with Benjamin Randall.
Because of his commitment and his
simple lifestyte, God was able to use
him throughout 30 vears of ministry.
God still uses this kind of Christian. A

~

20 Proofs
of a
Faithful Steward

By Jean Rasmussen

You are the Lord’s steward in giving and living if . . .
1. You set aside a regular offering for God from
what you receive (I Corinthians 16:2).
2. You increase the percentage of your giving as the
Lord directs (Il Corinthians 9:6).
3. You try to be an example to others in your giving
{Matthew 10:42).
4. Y ou give cheerfully from the heart (Il Corinthians
9:7).
5. You do your giving in secret (Matthew 6:1).
6. You place your timein God’s hand (Psalm 31:15).
7. You are mindful of the needs of widows and
orphans (James 1:27).
8. You are not a surety for strangers (Proverbs
11:15).
9. You are rich in faith {James 2:5).
10. You give thanks always for all things to God
(Ephesians 5:20).
11. You make wise use of your money and talents
{(Matthew 25:23).
12. You confess Jesus as Savior before others
{Matthew 10:32).
13. You keep God’s precepts diligently (Psalm
119:4).
14. You have submitted yourself to God {James 4:7).
15. You study to be quiet and to work for the Lord {1
Thessalonians 4:11).
16. You are not weary in well doing (Il Thessalonians
3:13).
17. You show the fruits of the Spirit in your living
(Galatians 5:22).
18. You have a clean heart and a right spirit (Psalm
51:10).
19. You practice humility and apply your heart to
God's instruction (Proverbs 23:12).
20. You praise God and are careful in your conven-
tion (Psalm 50:23),

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mrs. Jean Rasmussen s a free lance writer who
resides in Wenonah, New Jersey.
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raise The Lord,

m A4 Runner!

By Margaret Speer
A Free Will Baptist Marathoner

of my 40th birthday and lifted up

from a bed of affliction (bleeding
ulcers and numerous other
problems). That's when the Lord
introduced me to a life that was
totally foreign to me.

The first major change was, of
course, in the spiritual realm. God
gave me the faith to believe that |
John 5:4 means what it says, along
with all the other scriptures God has
applied to my life.

God then showed me through the
scriptures that my body was
impaortant to Him, that it was
miraculously made (Psalm 139) and

l was saved just a few days short

that even though I had abused it, He
wanted to use it to teach me and to
reach other people with the gospel
and the message that our bodies are
the temple of the Holy Spirit. Many
things being done with Christian
bodies today do not bring any glory
to the Father.

The first step in His program for
me began with jogging. As |
mentioned earlier, I was in extremely
poor health, so the best I could do in
the beginning was to jog 50 paces
then walk 50 paces to catch my
breath, then jog again. [ started with
10 minutes a day and increased the
time daily as my body began to
respond to the exercise.

These wonderful bodies that the
Lord gave us contain 639 muscles,
and | don't believe the Lord makes
mistakes, so | imagine that He
intended us to use all of them. As |
began doing warm-up exercises in

order to jog there were some very
tender moments. But as | continued,
the soreness was replaced with a
feeling of energy and well-being that |
had not known previously.

It took several months of
consistent effort to jog one mile non-
stop. Oh, how i praised the Lord at
the end of that jog. What a feeling of
accomplishment! But the best part
was the realization that He was able
to give me the strength to do it.

If anyone had suggested to me
then that [ would in a few short years
run a 26.2 mile marathon, I would
have said they were lacking
something in the mental department.
It had nearly done me in to struggle
through that first mile.

Each time I jogged I would go a
little farther and try a little harder.
The same thing applies in our

—
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