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ometime around Thanksgiv-

ing a mini-drama will unfold in

the church basement after
CTS. It will go something like this—
the pastor of your church will say to
the associate pastor {or CE director,
or music minister), “Well, what have
vou got planned for Christmas?”

Thanksgiving is definitely NOT the
time to start thinking about church
Christmas activities, Maybe July is
even too late. January might be a good
time to start.

Standard Publishing Company rec-
ommends that you start planning for
next year's Vacation Bible School right
after thisyear’'s VBS, Why not try that
same approach with the Christmas
program? When you plan actually de-
termines what you plan. Let me sug-
gest a dozen or so ideas,

CHRISTMAS PLAY

Now, that’s innovative, since no-
body has Christmas plays. However,
there is a type of play in which every-
body can participate and enjoy.

InJuly or so, start taking pictures of
people in particular scenes—Mary and
the angel, Mary and Elizabeth, Joseph
and the angel, efc.

Get peopie in costume and shoot
the scene in the summer or fall. Have
the pictures made into slides. Get
someone to narrate the slides for you
on a cassette, and add some orchestra-
tion in the background.

By November, it can be ready to go,
and you can show it anytime, or as
many times as you wish. You could
even take it to retirement homes, or
shut-ins.

CANTAT

Another brilliant idea. But wait—if
it's done right, the whole church can
participate in this, too.

Choose a simple cantata with famil-
tar songs and SAB (soprano, alto,
bass) arrangements. Buy enough
books so every three people can share
one. Have the music director or pastor
do the narrations.

This will cost alittle money (probably
a lot of money), but the books can be
used again for special numbers by the
choir. If you start planning in January,
you should be able to raise the pur-
chase price. {Also, you can be very
selective about your cantata.) Or, you
can write your own cantata, and have
the congregation sing out of hymnals,
alternating with solos, ensembles, and
narration.

CHRISTMAS BROADCAST

In Mountain Grove, Missouri, one
vear, the Ministerial Alliance was asked
by the radio station to arrange a
Christmas broadcast. Every funda-
mental church in town was involved
and we had a great time. The broadcast
was scheduled for the Saturday after-
noon before Christmas.

This would be very practical for a
larger church in a small town to do on
its own. It might even be arranged for
free.

»

LIVING NATIVITY SCENE

This would be subject to weather
conditions, of course, but if your church
has a good location on a busy street,
you can probably attract a lot of
attention.

Using real animals would be nice if
you could make sure someone was
available who knew how to handle
them. Run it for three consecutive
nights, and schedule different people
to play the parts every night. In Novem-
ber, this may seem monumental, but
indJanuary, you can plan it and iron out
all the wrinkles.

CHRISTMAS DINNER
THEATRE

Maybe you can combine your
Christmas program and your annual

Christmas dinner (if you have one).

Rent aNational Guard Armoryor a
public school activity room. Have a big
potluck dinner, clear the tables, and
then seitle back and watch a good
play.

CHRISTMAS EVANGELISTIC
DINNER

This is a variation on the Dinner
Theatre idea. Instead of making it
exclusively a church affair, invite your
unsaved friends and family to a good
potluck dinner, to be followed by an
evangelistic devotion.

YOUTH/SENIOR CITIZENS
PARTY EXCHANGE

Have the Senior Citizens Sunday
School Classes prepare a party or
dinner for the teenagers. Then, the
next week, have the teenagers prepare
a party for them.

This might give a family to some
lonely elderly person twice during the
holidays, and it could be just what your
teenagers’ appetites need to serve
others and to share their time.

CALENDAR PARTY

It might be a good idea to have a
party in December where teens and
adults can suggest what kind of activi-
ties they want during the year. Come
to the party knowing what is already
scheduled, and ask them to come with
school calendars and some idea about
their vacation dates.

CHRISTMAS FAST

Everyone gains weight during the
holidays, so this activity would be
beneficial both physically and spiritual-
ly. Pick out specific needs to pray for,
and have a participation goal in mind.
The money saved on meals might be

—
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Single,
but Not

By Patty Hiltibidal

urry! The 1982 Christmas
season is here and, more
than likely, you are behind
in your schedule. There are presents
£ wrap, parties to plan, cookies to
ake, and an odd assortment of addi-
#Zonal tasks competing for your im-
mediate attention.

Here it is December again, and it
s2ems that once more the world has
gone Santa Claus crazy. But wait just
& moment. Who said the Christmas
#pason has to be so packed with
arties, presents, and pressures? If
hristians are not extremely cautious,
ihey can be swamped by the hurried
fwliday confusion that brings frustra-
#ton instead of real Christmas joy.

To many {perhaps most), Christ-
z1as is just another hustle-bustle holi-
ay. We become so involved in the
zush of activities that we overlook the

—
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SINGLE (From page 9)

season’s main objective~~reaching out
and giving a little of ourselves to others
in the name of the One who reached
out and gave so much to us.

As a single Christian, I am stricken
several times during the vear, and
especially holidays, with slight cases of
“singles complexitis.” This holiday dis-
ease is common among the unmarried
and can have devastating effects both
physically and spiritually. Sufferers
tend to look solely at their own prob-
lems and cease to be a blessing to
those whose lives they touch every
day.

For a single adult the Christmas
season can be a special time of visiting
friends and neighbors who may also be
frustrated and who long for someone
to show them love and attention. How
easily we become so involved in our
own self-centered worids that we fail
to pause and do some little service for
others. We are usually much too busy
and concerned with our own fears and
frustrations to step out and make
someone else’s Christmas brighter.

[ often find myself adrift in my own
problems and fail to see a world filled
with lost and lonely people, searching
for ways to solve their everyday prob-
lems.

As a teacher in a small Christian
school, I have wanted to give up and
quit several times in the past months.

The large responsibilities and small
results of my efforts were almost more
than I could handle,

The difficult task of consistently
teaching Christian principles is hard,
aggravating, and frustrating, After
mopping kool-aid, breaking up fights,
settling unnumbered arguments and
drilling endless phonetic charts, the
longing to quit teaching grows great.
Y et ] continually remind myself that as
a Christian teacher my primary obliga-
tion is to become involved with my
students. If | don’t, who will?

By our reluctance to give of our-
selves, Satan takes full advantage of
our selfishness and gathers a good
harvest of hardened hearts. It is tempt-
ing to hurriedly go on our way. The
fun, frills, and large paychecks the
world has to offer are often more
appealing than waiting on the Lord.

Lookingback on the past year,l am
filled with praise for my Savior who
gave me a newfound confidence in
learning to follow His leadership even
when my desires pulled in another
direction. If we stop dwelling on per-
sonal problems and start reaching out
to others who have just as many trials,
then Christ can take, bless, and use
our willingness for His glory.

Christmas should be a special day,
set aside not only to praise God for His
blessings, but also to thank Him for
the peace He brings us through His
Son.

Christ was alone {single) on this
earth, but He brought joy and peace
into the lives of all who trusted in Him.
There are many who may be single
and alone, but this is not an excuse to
be a discouragement to those around
us,

Jesus was never too busy to befriend
those in need; yet we who claim to be
Christians and have time to bring
happiness to others, usually quietly
turn and walk away.

Duringthis Christmas season let us
try to slow down our hurried prepara-
tions, step out of our shells of loneli-
ness, and shovel some Christmas
cheer into the lives of others.

Christmas, 1982, could be the begin-
ning of a whole new outlook for you.
Reach out to the lonely, discouraged
people who need to be encouraged
and show some true Christian love. &

ABOUT THE WRITER: Patty Hiltibidal is @ 1979
graduate of the Free Will Baptist Bible College
in Nashuille, Tennessee. She teaches at Wes-
connett Christion Academy in Jacksonville,
Florida.
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By Morris Chalfant

i

oyouremember O, Henry's
famous Christmas story
“The Gift of the Magi”? We
tend to snicker at this tear jerker in
these sophisticated days, but the fact
remains that few other characters—
real or fictional—have ever portrayed
the Christmas spirit as well as did O.

H

Henry
Della.
In case you've forgotten, Della cut
off and sold her long hair to buy Jim a
chain for his treasured pocket watch.
Unknown to Della, Jim had also sacri-
ficed by selling his watch to buy a set of
beautiful combs for Della’s long hair.
Modern cynicism says, “They
should’'ve known better than to crawl
out on limbs like that.” Contemporary

—

s destitute couple, Jim and
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WALKING (From page 11)

realists would call Jim and Della a
couple of sentimental fools. Even with
our colorful gift catalogs, advertising,
and gift advisers, lots of us still make
fools of ourselves at Christmas—and
not because we sacrifice like Jim and
Delta.

No Christmas ever dawns that
doesn’t bring its own disappointments,
regrets, and plain old sulking. When
our gifts fail to elicit the right response,
it's usually because, unlike Jim and
Della, we failed to give a part of
ourselves.

One Christmas in Africa, a mission-
ary was given many gifts. Each one
was treasured by him, for it repre-
sented love. But his favorite was a gift
that could not be seen or touched. A
man came to himwith his gift, a simple
one. The missionary knew the man
came from a village deep in the jungle,
rmiles away.

“Thank you, my friend, but you
should never have come so far alone,
and through treacherous jungle.”

“But, Sir,” the smiling native replied,

N GEORGlA :
- BanyHeadncktoPmeLeve]Ch ch
o -Chater from First Church, Dublin 25000

2 Cochran

JackLysakertoFlrstChurch Dubhnf' i
’Randy Sloan to New Hope Church RSO

“the walk was part of my gift to you.”

Gifts wrapped in tissue and ribbon
may be exciting and beautiful, but the
pretty wrappings are torn and tossed
aside. The gifts are enjoyed for awhile,
then they wear out and are gone, even
forgotten, But what we give of our-
selves lives on.

“And when they were come into the
house, they saw the young child with
Mary his mother, and fell down, and
worshipped him: and when they had
opened their treasures, they presented
unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense,
and myrrh” (Matthew 2:11).

The material gifts at Bethlehem
were secondin importance—they gave
of themselves first.

It is possible for you to give Christ a
gift this Christmas. I speak not of
monetary gifts, although many will do
that. The rmost precious gift you can
give Him, and the gift He wants above
all others, is yourself!

For many years Christ has been
knocking at the door of hearts declar-
ing: “Behold, I stand at the door, and
knock: if any man hear my voice, and
open the door, | will come in . ”
(Revelation 3:20).

: -Church Co]umbus

: 'Lucaswﬂe

“Don Patrick to Long. Run Church ':3 e
2 1okt Church, Macclesfield, NC_ as pastor.

Many have kept Him outside, how-
ever. We have been so busy with our
homes, farms, friends, business, and
church activities that we have not
taken time to open the door.

How patient He is! He will not force
His way in, for either we will open to
Him, or else He will never enter. Do
you know why He waits so patiently? It
is because He loves you. He loves you
more than any earthly love, for His
love took Him to Calvary to die in your
place.

Softly and tenderly He is still callmg
In every Christmas carol, every scrip-
ture reading, every Christmas glft He
is saymg, “Give Me thy heart!” How
easy it is to do just that. Realize your
need of Him, confess your sin to Him,
and receive Him as your persona]
Savior.

Will you do that—right now—and
make it your Christmas gift to Him?
The burden of guilt will roll away, the
joy of salvation will flood your soul,
and it will be the best—and most
important—Christmas you have ever
known. A

ABOUT THE WRITER: Morris Chaifant is a
free lance writer who resides in Norwood, Oho.
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Handicapped

Your
Church

And The

Community

By Sheila D. Scarborough

ouldn't someone else do it

better? Why would any

church feel compelled to be-

gin a work with retarded persons? Do
you feel led?

These questions might be asked of

a missionary candidate to a foreign

country, but why would God have to

“call” someone to work with the re-

tarded? Do these crippled minds and

misshapened bodies experience the

love of God? Can those so handi-

capped be assured that the Heavenly

Father could care for them personally?
The answer of course is yes!

The local church must become in-
volved as a support unit for families
that have retarded members. The en-
tire family of a retarded person des-
perately needs to be encouraged and
helped. They are constantly asking for
loving support, whether outwardly or
silently. The local church by its very
nature should be eager to respond.

But the church has a responsibility
to go beyond appearances to the heart
of any matter (I Samuel 16:7).

For a churchto be accessible means
more than curb cuts, ramps, handi-
capped parking areas, enlarged rest-
rooms, non-shp surface materials,
handrails, blunt doorsills, pews set
apart to accommodate wheelchairs,
braille or large-print hymnals.

Being accessible means remember-
ing the Lord’s words that no sin or
shame is connected with a disability,
and that the church’s mission to the
world includes persons with handi-
capping conditions as active doers in
that mission, not merely receivers of it.

loss or limitationis not a handi-
A cap until it comes in contact

with an object or society which
creates a barrier to what the person
wants to do. Jesus met and dealt with
many disabled persons. He gave a
living example of sensitivity and re-
spect for these individuals. Canwe do
less?

Families with handicapped mem-
bers need a listening ear. Handling and
coping are big barriers when a mental-
lv retarded or handicapped person
enters the family. Ministering to their



emotional and spiritual needs are vital,
Listening is the beginning of accept-
ance and support.

We must realize that feelings of
inadequacy or awkwardness are all
natural and honest. The family strug-
gles to overcome the element of fear
just as church members do. We must
show our love as well as His love to
help these families maintain hope.
Families need added help, and they
sometimes wonder why the church
supports other areas and fails them.

Families need a respite from their
continuous 24-hour duty. Husband
and wife may need a together time or
time to spend with a non-handicapped
sibling. Could you provide that respite?

“I need a special loving person who
would help with Richie during the
regular worship service,” says Jane
Gibbs whose 14-year-old severely men-
tally retarded son cannot be taken to
service because of seizures and occa-
sional loud behavior. “My husband
attends one service and ! another,”
she concluded.

speak as the mother of an eight-
] year-old multiply-handicapped

daughter. I am blessed that the
Lord has spoken to two special loving
persons who see that my handicapped
daughter is taken to junior church
services on Sunday mornings, freeing
me o enjoy the worship service with
my husband.

But many parents are not so fortu-
nate. They withdraw from the church
because they feel their handicapped
member will not be accepted by the
church family.

One mother said, “I just can’t cope
with the pity and individuals saying
‘The poor thing.’ I get that at the
grocery and department stores. | don't
need to go to church for it.”

This mother’s comments should
cause us fo see that as a church we
need to get involved with the families
and the handicapped individuals them-
selves; learning their personalities and
learning to recognize and develop that
unique individual who lies beyond the
handicapping condition.

This can be done in various simple
ways. Try associating with people in
your own community, Learn who your
neighbors are and determine if this
need is as close as your doorstep.

Associate with a retarded loved one
or volunteer your services at agencies,
schools, or group homes that work

with these individuals. (Contact the
local Association for Retarded Citizens
in your area.) God can and will speak
in a number of ways to place the
burden of these special people on the
hearts of prospective workers.

etarded people dont always
R get what they are entitled to

get. They have been taken
advantage of or completely ignored
through the years. Christians should
want to seek to correct this unfairness.
The compassionate and sensitive
Christian should rise to the occasion
when a fellow brother or sister in the
Lord is wronged.

The abilities of many retarded indi-
viduals are often overlooked. It be-
comes a challenge and a joy to help
develop and lead retarded persons
into an experience with the Lord.
They are His creation, although they
may be damaged and difficult to look
upon. They still have the potential for
loveliness because they are created by
God.

But God has so composed the body,
giving more abundant honer to that
member which lacked, that there should
be no division in the body, but that
members should have the same care for
one another, And if one member suffers,
all members suffer with it; if one member
is honored, all the members rejoice with
it. Now you are Christ’s body, and indi-
vidually members of it (I Corinthians
12:24-27 NASV.).

My handicapped daughter, Shawna,
learns acceptance and love from those
she comes in contact with at church,
She recognizes the choruses about
Jesus sung in Sunday School, and in
God's time may experience a spiritual
truth from the puppet ministry she
excitedly views in junior church.

The other children see her as being
a part of their service and are very
protective and caring of her needs.
They realize she needs supervision
and offer to sit with her during services
in junior church. Shawna has learned
what it means to sit quietly during a
worship service. By being with her
non-handicapped peers, she is learning
best by having role models. These
very individuals could be used by God
to open her heart to the understanding
of God'’s love.

I am most appreciative of these
special loving persons, whether young
or old, that God places in my daugh-
ter’s path to enrich her spiritual life.

Almost any retarded person can
blossom like a rose in an atmosphere
of Christian love and support.

odwill use those who know and
G love and understand. Investi-

gate what a ministry there
could be in working with the handi-
capped. You may feel the warm sensa-
tion of God’s call in your heart. You
can cultivate a desire to work with the
retarded. A continuing exciting dedica-
tion on the part of a Christian worker
makes it easier to begin this work in a
church,

The church needs to support the
family in their adjustment period, in
their financial crises, assistance in
child-care, establishment of a class or
an extended worship service for the
handicapped member.

Help is needed to secure alternate
loving persons to sit through services
with the child or adult and provide
family respite. If the attention span is
short, some loving person can take the
individual on a long walk explaining
the wonders of God’s creation.

Accept and include brothers and
sisters of the handicapped individual;
pray for the family and handicapped
individual daily; show love and Chris-
tian support,

This ministry should be pursued in
all our churches. Families of retarded
individuals need love and sup-
port . . . need you. A work of this sort
can and will survive in a church where
there is an atmosphere of acceptance.

This type ministry should be a total
church program. It should never be
considered extra or as an extension
but a corporate part of the church. To
see a special person flower and know
that you or your church contributed to
it, brings a blessing from God experi-
enced in total. This blessing will be felt
by every church member in every area
of the church life.

Should you consider starting a min-
istry to the handicapped in vour
church? a

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mrs. Sheila D.
Scarborough is a member of Cofer’s Chapel
Free Will Baptist Church, Nashuille, Tennessee.
She graduated from Free Wiil Baptist Bible
College in 1970.

Mrs. Scarborough wrofe a similar article
titled “Are They Our Responsibility?” for the
November, 1981 issue of CONTACT.

She was appointed by Nashville Mayor
Richard Fulton to his advisory commitfee for
the Office of the Handicapped.
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CHRISTMAS (From page 17)

“besugo,” the Christmas fish. The meal is topped off with
“turron,” the traditional Christmas candy.

On the morning of December 25, while the more
devout Catholics make their way to the early “mass of the
rooster” in neighborhood cathedrals to honor the baby
Jesus, born again believers wili be singing praises together
to the King of Kings and Lord of Lords in a special
Christmas service in some Evangelical churches,

December 28 is the day of jokes and pranks, called
“innocent ones days,” sort of a Spanish April Fool’s day.
Festivities continue through the week until December 31.
The old year is put to bed and the new year springs to life as
the 12 tones of the “Old Tower Clock” ring out in the
downtown square.

Instead of singing “Auld Lang Syne,” each individual
gulps 12 grapes between the first and the last toll, to bring
good luck throughout the year. All over the country,
pleasure seekers party, drink and dance throughout the
night, and all the way to January 5.

January 5 is the day of gala fiestas and parades inthe
streets of most cities and villages, as children anxiously
await the appearance of the wisemen, laden with gifts and
mounted on camels {or on horses in smaller villages).
Madrid displays a fantastic parade with beautifully fighted
floats as thousands of spectators line the streets hours in
advance to get choice spots to see this majestic event.

Then all make their way home, and the children fall
asleep awaiting the visit of the wisemen. If they have been
good all year, they wil find toys and treats in their shoes,
but if they have been bad, they will find only a chunk of coal
as a reminder to be good next year.

Whether in America or Spain, seasonal pleasures
remain the same, because man'’s fallen nature is universal.
The only difference is the cultural wrappings. Let’s reevalu-
ate what we do with our time and money duringthe festive
days of our Lord’s birth.

Let's unselfishly share what we have received through
grace as God’s Christmas gift with those next door and
those 6,000 miles across the ocean; with those who have
never heard, and those who are surrounded by the truth,
yet sadly do not possess the truth. 4

ABOUT THE WRITER:
Reverend Dock Caton is a
missionary to Spain. He lives
in Madrid, He is a graduate
of Free Will Baptist Bible
College, but also attended
Oklahoma Bible College
fnow Hillsdale Free Will
Baptist College) and Calt-
fornia Christian College.
Dock earned the Master of
Arts Degree at Grace Theo-
logical Seminary.

Christmas
In
Brazil

By Florine Coscia

‘ hristmas in July! Well, no, not really in July but in
the middle of the summer.

We arrived in Brazil in September, so the shock of
celebrating Christmas on one of the longest, hottest days
of the year was really strong that first year. Then we
thought about the traditional Christmas tree, only to
discover that there were no small pine trees available.
Brazilian Christmas trees usually sport dry branches
painted white or silver and are decorated with colored
balls. .

We went out and bought a potted rubber plant. At
least it was green!

It is common for Brazilians to buy new clothes for
Christmas. Of course this means summer dresses, sandals
and short-sleeved shirts. Exchanging of Christmas gifts is
not very common in Brazil. Most families buy new toys for
the small children. The toys are given to them the day they
are bought instead of waiting until Christmas day.

Many of our Brazilian friends tell us that Christmas is
a sad time, because this is an occasion when we can really
see that a few people have a lot of material possessions
while many people have very little. Another sad aspect to
us is the common custom of drinking wine during this
season. They say wine makes people merry and helps
them have a merry Christmas.

Tradition says that arooster crowed when Jesus was
born, therefore, the Catholic Church has a “Rooster
Mass” at midnight on Christmas Eve. The women prepare
a big meal, and then after the mass the family eats before
going to bed. Christmas day is usually quiet because most
people sleep almost all day.

Thanks to the transforming power of the gospel, we
have seen these customs change in the lives of the
Christians. They have learned the joy of receiving God’s




great Gift and have experienced true happiness in Christ,
They no longer attend the Rooster Mass. Many of them do
continue the Christmas Eve meal with the family gathering
after a spectal Christmas church service or drama repre-
senting the birth of Christ,

Yes, we still miss the snow, the green tree, and the
presence of our loved ones at Christmas. But we have felt
the joy and the presence of our Lord because Brazilian
Christians usually invite us to their homes to share the
Christmas Eve meal with them,

After all, we are all in the same spiritual family
because Christ came to this world to reveal OUR Heavenly

Father. And that’s what Christmas in Brazil means to us.
A

ABOUT THEWRITER: Mrs.
Florine Coscia and her hus-
band, lLouis, have been
missionaries to Brazil since
1964. The North Carolina
native is a graduate of Free
Will Baptist Bible College.

By Robert T. Bryan

e're the only folks in Goumere (Ivory Coast,
w West Africa) opening presents this Christmas

morning, and our Christmas tree is the only one
in town.

In fact, if it weren’t for the children being out of
school and announcements on the radio wishing everyone
“doyeux Noel,” most people in Goumere wouldn’t know it
is Christras at all.

And it really wouldn’t matter to most of them. After
all, why should the Muslim celebrate the birth of Christ?
He believes that a greater prophet, Mohammed, came
later bringing God’s final revelation. And to the animist
sacrificing another chicken to appease evil spirits, Christ-
mas is just another day.

Even to Christians, Christmas doesn’t mean gifts
and trees and Santa. Rather, it means special services and
fellowship in the family of God.

Christmas Eve, we ali gather for a service—some-
times to go marching and singing through the village to
draw people back for a play or message—which may last
until near midnight. Then early Christmas morning, we
come back again to pray, sing and preach our joy.

That afternoon, the whole “family” gathers to eat. No
one is in arush (except the watch-conscious missionary),
and the meal begins when the yams, rice, ground corn and
the sauces arrive, whenever that may be.

Visiting Christians from outlying villages only add to
the festivities. The fellowship and talking go on late into the
afternoon.

No one is hurried and harried about buying qgifts or
going to parties or decorating the house and the tree. In
fact, by U.S. standards, these Christians don’t celebrate at
all.

But then, neither do they lose sight of the fact that
Christmas means that unto us a Savior is born, who is
Christ the Lord. Anything beyond that is simply unneces-
sary. 4

ABOUT THE WRITER:
Reverend Robert Bryan
serves as a missionary fo
lvory Coast, West Africa.
Reverend Bryan is a gradu-
ate of Free Will Baptist Bible
College (B.A.) and Syracuse
University (M.A.). The
Bryans were appointed to
the field in 1968. Robert’s
responsibilities have been
primarily in teaching and
literature production, includ-
ing eight months as interim
director of the Evangelical
Publications Center in
Abidian.
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NATIONAL RETREAT ATTRACTS 1,160 FWB WOMEN

HOT SPRINGS, AR--More than 1,100
Free Will Baptist women from 22 states
gathered at the Arfington Hotel in Hot
Springs on September 23-24 for the
second National Auxiliary Retreat, ac-
cording to Lorene Miley, editor of Co-
Laborer Magazine.

The theme for the 1982 retreat that
was two years in the planning was
“The Woman God Sees.” Keynote
messages were delivered by former
missionary to India Trula Cronk, North
Carolina tape ministry specialist
Rudene Kennedy, and former WNAC
Executive Secretary Eunice Edwards.

Eight workshop leaders directed
sessions designed to help women in
the practical aspects of Christian living—
Living Above Frustrations (Peggy
Davis—OKY); Forgiving{Dorothy Cox—
KY), Witnessing (Eva House—MS);
On Being Vivacious (Joanne King—
NC); Being Hospitable (Laura
Thigpen—TN); Getting Organized
(Brenda Evans—KY), Being All God
Wants You To Be (Nancy Trimble—
MI); and Unconditional Surrender

{Helen Sanders—NC).

Fifteen home and foreign mission-
aries were on hand for the Friday
afternoon “Missionary Hour” featuring
music, testimonies, and a parade of
missionary fashions, in which mission-
aries modeled clothing from their fields
of service. Conferees responded with
a missions offering of $2,788.

Missionary to dapan QOlena McLain
who admitted that she came to the
retreat weary from travel, said, “The
messages and seminars met my needs
in such a marvelous way that [ came
away refreshed.”

Perhaps the most significant evalua-
tion of the retreat came from Ashiand,
Tennessee’s pioneer auxiliary worker
Agnes Frazier, “The retreat at Hot
Springs was the best meeting of Free
Will Baptist women that! have attended
in47 years of Women's Auxiliary activi-
ties.”

The third retreat is scheduled Sep-
tember 6-8, 1984 at Ridgecrest, North
Carolina.

TENNESSEE MASTER’S MEN IN SMOKY MOUNTAINS RETREAT

GREENEVILLE, TN—Sixty-three men
met at the campgrounds near Greene-
ville as the Tennessee Master’'s Men
conducted their first annual retreat
September 17-18.

After the evening meal on Friday,
the men gathered in the Tabernacle
for singing and worship. Successful
Knoxville businessman Elbert Farley
from the Wooddale Free Will Baptist
Church presented the first of three
challenges regarding stewardship. His
topic was the “Blessings of Steward-
ship.”

After a coffee break the men moved
to an open campfire and one by one
stepped forward to give personal testi-
mony and share prayer requests, This
time of sharing and fellowship was led
by electronics instructor Keith Walkley
from the Liberty Free Will Baptist
Church in Millington, Tennessee.

Around midnight the men sang and
prayed together and then retired for a
short night of rest in cabins at the foot
of the Smoky Mountains.

Saturday morning early devotions
were led by Sparta, Tennessee layman
Gary McBride. After breakfast the
campgrounds echoed with group sing-
ing and special music by Rick and Tim

Word with the world.

Polston from Fellowship Free Will Bap-
tist Church inNashuville, and by Harvey
Crain fromLimestone, Tennessee who
served as retreat music director,

Mr. 1. L. Stanley spoke on the topic
“Stewardship of Time and Talents”
and shared the leadership of God in
his life during the past 70 plus years.

The final speaker was Tennessee
Master’s Men Activity Director John
Riley from the Wooddale Church in
Knoxville. His topic was “Stewardship
ofthe Truth,” a challenging exhortation
for men to be faithful in sharing the

General Director Loyd Olsan (L), TN Master’s

Men President Jim Lauthern

Missionaries in Costume

BIBLE COLLEGE
CONVOCATION TO
INAUGURATE
GRADUATE SCHOOL

NASHVILLE, TN—Free Will Baptist
Bible College will hold a special service
on December 7, 1982, to inaugurate
the new graduate school, according to
President Charles A. Thigpen. The
graduate school opened in August
with nine ministers enrolled in a one-
year program leading to a Master of
Arts in Pastoral Studies.

The convocation is scheduled for
&:00 p.m. in the college’s Memorial
Auditorium. Graduate School Dean
Robert Picirilli will bring the principal
address. President Thigpen will pre-
side. Special music by the College
Choir and the Instrumental Ensemble
is planned.

The graduate school’s opening is
the culmination of denominational
plans beguninduly, 1976 by the National
Association of Free Will Baptists. Al-
though the first program is for minis-
ters, other programs are expected to
be added asinferest in graduate studies
grows and as the need for more thor-
oughly trained workers increases.

The administration invites Free Will
Baptists across the denomination to
pray for the new graduate school and
to attend this special service.
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Currently . . ===

When the Crossroads FWB
Church, Effingham, IL, turned 70-
weeks old in September, Pastor John
Hollis set a goal to have 70 present on the
70th Sunday—71 people were present for
Sunday Schoot and morning worship. The
group is meeting in a house but is looking
for larger facilities to rent.

A Missouri FWB minister, Rick
Dablemont, has begun a ministry geared
primarily to youth which includes street
evangelism, testimonies of “Juveniles for
Jesus,” and other avenues of expression.
Rev. Dablemont serves as Juvenile Proba-
tion Officer and Detention Supervisor for
the 25th Judicial Circuit Court.

The King's Way FWB Church,
Springfield, MO, cobserved 10th anni-
versary activities in August. Pastor Dan
Talbott says the church has a member-
ship of 93. Former Pastor Gene Terry
delivered the afternoon anniversary mes-
sage.

The Evergreen FWB Church, lola,
TX, observed Pastor Appreciation Day in
honor of Pastor W, A. Richards. The
day included a surprise luncheon and
money tree for Pastor and Mrs. Richards.

Pastor Richard Cordell said mem-
bers of Guin FWB Church, Guin, AL,
made 794 contacts one week in September,
The weekly community contacts enable
the church to have a constant ministry in
the local community.

According to Pastor Tom Keylon,
members at Bethel FWB Church, Al-
len, OK, took just 53 days to erect their
new sanctuary which will seat 200. The
church was started in November, 1981.
The newly constructed building contains
4,000 square feet of floor space and includes
eight classrooms, as weil as a pastor’s
study.

When the church feeds the pastor, it
usually doesn’t make news. But when the
pastor feeds the entire church, that is a
news item. It happened at Bear Point
FWB Church, Cisne, IL, onSeptember
21. Pastor Bill Howard and his wife
prepared a meal for the entire church
famnily. Pastor Howard and his wife started
cooking at 4:00 a.m., and 12 hours later, a
90-ib. pig had been roasted and was ready
to be served to the 80 members who
shared in the unusual meat.

The East Alabama Bible Institute
opened classes at St. Mark FWB
Church, Phenix City, AL, according
to James Allen, registrar. The institute
enrolled 17 students for classes this fail.
Classes meet on Monday and Friday eve-
nings and use the basic ETTA teaching
materials.

September 12 was Pastor Appreciation
Day at First FWB Church, Pleasant
Grove, AL. Pastor GeorgeRitterand
his wife received some original cards from
the teen class. Mrs. Ritterwas presented
with a crystat bell, while Brother Ritter was
given a walnut desk set with two pens and
digital clock.

CONTACT welcomes THE GOSPEL
COURIER, publication of First FWB
Church, Sikeston, MO. Wayne Hale
pastors.

Friendship FWB Church, Rose
Bud, AR, dedicated its new sanctuary in
August. Arkansas Promotional Director,
David Joslin was quest speaker. Pastor
Sidney Sawrie said the completed sanc-
tuary cost an estimated $55,000. Friendship
Church was organized in 1932 with 11
charter members.

The Spencer Road FWB Church,
Spencer, OK, voted to begin a Christian
school by 1984. Pastor Waldo Young
said the group plans to start with preschool
through fifth grade with traditional type
training. The church vote called for $25,000
to be in the treasury before building began,
Projections call for construction of a 4,000
square feet building by late 1983.

The Blue Point FWB Church,

Cisne, IL, sponsors a weekly 15-minute
radio program at 5:45 p.m., Sundays. Pas-
tor Clifford Donoho speaks over radic
station WNOI in Flora, IL. The programis
named “Blue Point Vespers.” By the way,
the church threw a surprise birthday din-
ner for Pastor Donoho and bought him a
new three-piece-suit.

Pastor Walter Sumerlin says the
Charlottesville FWB Church, Char-
lottesville, VA, organized on May 12.
The group has a comfortable meeting site.
They ordained two deacons in September,
Pastor Sumerlin requested continued
prayer support for the mission work’s
financial needs, citing the need for such
items as hymnbooks, filing cabinets, a used
van for Sunday School, office desk, etc.
interested parties may contact Brother
Sumerlin through the National Home Mis-
sions Department.

The Wesconnett FWB Church,
Jacksonville, FL, celebrated its 25th
anniversary this fall with 100 in attendance
for Sunday School and 197 for morning
worship services, according to Pastor
Howard Bass. Guest speakers included
Rev. Elro Driggers and Rev. Fred
Lockwood.

Pastor Jim McAHister reports that
70 people took part in the Thursday night
visitation in September at First FWB
Church, Farmington, MO. The 70
visitors included 32 men. The growing
church averages more than 270 riders per
Sunday on their nine bus routes.

Mrs. Lavergne Hanson was hon-
ored for 15 years’ service to Saint John
Valley Bible Camp in Canada this fall.
Camp Director Otis Derrah, Jr., pre-
sented an inscribed tray to Mrs. Hanson
who had labored as a counselor, dining
room and kitchen staff, camp chief, and
with ceramics. Mrs. Hanson is the wife of
Fred Hanson who pastors the Upper
Brighton FWB Church in Hartland,
New Brunswick, Canada.

The Columbia FWB Church, Co-
lumbia, MO, celebrated its 14th anni-
versary on September 12 according to
Pastor John Postlewaite. The occasion
included a seven minute tape from Home
Missionary Mark Vandivert who began
the church as a national home missions
project in the summer of 1968. Charles
Edwards prepared a historical review for
the 14th anniversary. A



Green Tree Bible Study

Robert E, Picirilli

A STUDY IN PHILIPPIANS

The Christian Mind

he November column sug-

gested the value of studying a

theme in a scripture portion,
and used joy, in Philippians, as an
example. Philippians also has the
Christian’s mind as one of its important
themes.

One's “mind” is the way he thinks,
and that undergirds ail behavior, We
have to think Christianity before we
act that way,

The basic word for mind (Greek;
phroneo) occurs 12 times in Philip-
pians--—always as averb rather than as
a noun. The references are: 1:7; 2:2
(twice); 2:3; 2:5; 3:15 (twice); 3:16;
3:19; 4:2; 4:10 (twice). All of these are
translated “mind/think” except in 4:10,
“care/careful.”

There are four other verses where
different Greek words are used, also
translated “think” or “mind(ed)™: 1:27;

2:20 (where the word is psyche, “soul”
or “self” }; 4:7 (the word is noema,
“mental faculties™); and 4:8 (the word
is logizomai, “consider”).

Without space to analyze all pas-
sages carefully, we can look at some of
the main characteristics of the Chris-
tian’s way of thinking that Paul is
concerned about.

FIRST is “likemindedness” or
“same mindedness.” Note 1:27; 2:2;
3:16; and 4:2—and compare Romans
12:16. This characteristic applies to
oneness with other believers: we are
to “mind the same thing™ notice in
these verses the close association with
words like one, together, same, iove,
accord.

Essential to the life of a church is
harmony and unity of mind, sharing a
common outlook, purpose, conviction,
And that, obviously, is of great value to
the Lord. We should value it, too,

SECOND, is “lowlimindedness,”
which is another way of rendering the
word “humility.” In 2:3 and 2:5 we

have this instruction, along with a
clear statement of what it will mean
and with Christ given as our example.

Thelowly mind means we will esteem
others better than ourselves (v. 3} and
look out for their concerns in prefer-
ence to our own (v. 4). That is the
“mind” Jesus had {v. 5) and which
should be in us. Humility is thinking
rightly about oneself—and, because
rightly, lowlily.

THIRD, Paulis concerned that we
be “heavenly minded” rather than
“earthly minded.” You see thisin 3:15,
19. He exhorts us to be “thus” minded,
and “thus” refers to the way He was
minded (vv, 13, 14} in considering that
He had not yet laid hold of His goal but
continued to press on toward the
upward call (standing before the Lord).

That is the opposite of those who
“mind earthly things” (v. 19). As Paul

o
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GREEN TREE {From page 23)

puts it, our citizenship is in Heaven {v.
20), and that means our minds should
be on things there rather than things
here. No doubt, some have said Chris-
tians can be “so heavenly minded they
are no earthly good”—but most of us
have it the other way around.
FOURTH on our list is “peace of
mind,” and 4:6, 7 tells us the secret of
that. We should not be careful/anxious
about “things” {the Greek word is
merimnao, to be anxious, tense, dis-
tracted) but should put our concerns

Encyclopedia of Bible Difficulties by
GleasonL. Archer (Grand Rapids: Zon-
dervan Publishing House, 1982, 476 pp.,
hardback, $16.95).

he Bible contains many per-
I plexing problems withwhich the
serious student of the scriptures
must deal. Difficult Bible passages
cannot be simply ignored; a serious
attempt should be made to understand
and correctly explain them. Because
of his great facility with biblical lan-
guages, Gleason Archer is well quali-
fied to undertake the task of explaining
these difficult passages.

The fact that a passage is difficult to
understand does not mean that the
passage is in error. That two passages
of scripture seem on the surface to
contradict one another does not mean
that one of them must be in error. A
better understanding of the passage or

before God in prayer, with thanks-
giving. Then God’s peace will keep
(Greek: phroureo, guard, garrison)
our hearts (emotions) and minds {men-
tal facuities).

FIFTH, Paul speaks about what
we may call “wholesomemindedness,”
in4:8,9. We should think on, consider,
reflect on wholesome, spiritual things—
things that are (1) true, {2) “honest”
(literally, reverent or venerable), (3)
just (upright), (4} pure, (5) “lovely”
{(worthy of love/affection), (6} of good
report {that is, well spoken of), (7)
virtuous {morally excellent), and (8)
praiseworthy.

Top Shelf

Tbomas Marberry

passages involved may offer an expla-
nation of something which appears to
be an error or contradiction.

Archer points out that some diffi-
culties result from incorrect copying of
Greek and Hebrew words. Also, some
problems in interpreting scripture are
the result of poor translations. He
demonstrates that often a better
understanding of the original Greek,
Hebrew, or Aramaic can clear up
many problems.

Recent archaeological discoveries
have helped to clarify difficult passages
by providing better insight into the
language and culture of biblical times.

One helpful section of this book
describes the kinds of errors which are
likely to arise when documents are
copied by hand. Archer explains how
scholars examine and compare early
hand-written copies of the Bible in an
effort to recognize these copyingerrors
and reconstruct the original text.
Scholars have been so successful in
this that today we have very reliable
texts of the Old and New Testaments.

The point here is that what we think
about enough, we will become. What
we refiect on is finally reflected in us.
Then we should focus on the good, the
true, the noble, the uplifting, and our
minds will be shaped accordingly.

Romans 12:2 speaks of the Christian
mind as one renewed, transformed
from conformity to the spirit of this
age. Surely Philippians helps us under-
stand some of the characteristics of
that new way of thinking.

And surely it is in the power of the
Word of God, which is the expression
of His mind, as we live in it, to shape
our minds in just these ways. A

Another helpful section of this book
decribes how New Testament writers
used Old Testament quotations in
their writings. Sometimes they quoted
from the Hebrew version of the Old
Testament; sometimes they quoted
from the Greek version known as the
Septuagint.

There are, to be sure, several places
where Free Will Baptists will not agree
with his expianations of difficult pas-
sages.

For example, Free Will Baptists will
not agree that God decides through
his foreknowledge whether a child
which dies in infancy will be saved or
lost.

Also, Free Will Baptists will not
agree with Archer’s argument that
Christians may never fall from grace.

In spite of these areas of disagree-
ment, this is a volume which I can
recommend. This volume can help the
Christian to better understand his
Bible. In particular, it helps to assure
the Christian that the Bible which he
studies teaches truth and not error. &
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Index, Volume XXIX
Jan.—Dec., 1982

KEY TO INDEX: Articles, authors and Newsfront items are
arranged in three separate divisions.

In part one, articles are listed in order of title, author and
number of the page on which they appear. The author’s division

is alphabetized according to last names. The Newsfront index is
alphabetized in four main sections; churches, personalities,
national ministries, and state ministries.

—Compiled by CONTACT Staff

ARTICLES

A

A Cail To Arms, Steven R, Hasty
Accept One Anocther!, Gene Getz
A French Christmas, Janice Webb

May, 32
November, 27
December, 16

All Things Good and Bad, Tim Caldwell October, 29
Are The Heathen Still Lost?, Jim Combs April, 2
A Thanksgiving Trilogy, William S. Deal November, 8
Atlantic Canada Association of Free Will

Baptists, The, Fred Hanson January, 2
B
Be Ready To Speak, Trula Cronk March, 8

Beware: Cults And False Doctrines, Larry Hampton  July, 16
C
Care and Feeding Of The Pastor's Wife, The,

Kathy Tippett Henderson August, 8
Christianity On Camera, Danny Dwyer February, 30

December, 18
December, 16

Christmas In Brazil, Florine Coscia
Christmas In Panama, Larry Inscoe

D

Decade Of Miracles; The Home Missions Story,
Roy Thomas November, 10
Don't Hold Your Pastor Hostage, Charles Ferguson August, 3

F
Free Will Baptist Foundation, The,

Foundation Staff January, 9
Free Will Baptist Hour, Larry Hampton February, 14
G
Get Involved In Your Local Church, Mal King February, 8
God, FWBBC and Me, Margrette Hughes July, 6
God’s Requirement Is Faithfulness, Richard Lewis April, 4
Go Forth and Broadcast, Larry Hampton March, 18
H
He Is Risen, Jay R, Overman April, 6
Helping Men Grow, Wendell Leckbee May, 18
Helping Your Child Cope With Evolution,

Chuck and Viclet Cox October, 6
How Can | Find God's Will?, Matilda Nordtvedt March, &
How, In The World, Does Jesus Feel About

Woman?, Vernie Hersey February, 16
How To Cali A Pastor, Ralph Staten June, 6
How To Freshen Church Publications, Billy Tabb May, 2
How To Live With Your Past, Sam Wilkinson July, 8
How To Plan A State Association, David Joslin ~ February, 19
How To Survive A Sunday Schoot Enlargement

Campaign, Jack M. Speer May, 28
I
I'd Rather Be A Pastor, Richard Kennedy August, 11
Incident At Walkertown, Billy R. Maynard July, 12



Invitation To The 20th Century, Larry Hampton ~ January, 15
I Walked Through The Valley Of Depression,

+ Matilda Nordtvedt November, 12

Jd

Jesus Drank Wine—Never!, Joe R. Haas, Sr, July, 28
L

Let Me Not Fall Into The Hand Of Man,

Wade Jernigan January, 12
Longevity In The Pastorate, Croft M. Pentz August, 16
M
Minister And His Taxes, The, Clarence Lewis March, 2
Ministering To The Ex-Offender,

Allen D. Hanson ) February, 2
Missionary Unaware, Etta Crittenden November, 14
Mother 1.O.U., Marjorie Cooney May, 6
My Call To The Pastorate, Herman

Greenwoed, John H. West August, 20
N
New Pharisees, Branson Woodard May, 17

o

Only Christmas Tree In Town, The,

Robert T. Bryan December, 19

| 4
Pain, Pain, Go Away, Matilda Nordtvedt February, 11
Pastoring The Smaller Church,

Carroll G. Alexander August, 14
Praise The Lord, I'm A Runner, Margaret Speer  October, 27
Preaching In The Classroom: A Misalliance,

Branson Woodard April, 14
Putting Christians In Their Places, Howard Bass Qctober, 6

s

Single, But Not Alone, Patty Hiltibidal
Streets Of Fort Worth, The, Larry Hampton

December, 9
September, 2
T

Take Me Back To Calvary, Lester Cahoon October, 13
Teenagers Speak Out!, John Blakely, Jr., Sherri Bryan,

David Hall, Becky Williams March, 16
Thanks For Listening, Nathan Ruble September, 18
They Don’t All Come Back, William S. Deal January, 6
They Think No One Cares, Yvonne Thigpen December, 2
Tragedy Of Divorce, The, Leroy Forlines January, 17
Turn Your Radic On, CONTACT Staff dJune, 22
Twelve Days Of Christmas, The, Dock Caton December, 17
Two-Hatted Preacher, The, W. C. Combs August, 6

w

Walking Is Part Of The Gift, Morris Chalfant December, 11

We Escaped From Hell, Dee Kingsmilt March, 13
What Can Your Team Of Laymen Do?,
Jack Williams October, 9

What Happened To Evangelism?,
Trymon Messer
What Happened to the 25-Year Challenge?,

September, 20

H. D. Harrison February, 6
What If Jesus Came To High School?, Craig Fry March, 11
What Your Church Can Do At Christmas,

Greg McAllister December, 6
When A Shepherd Needs Sheep, Damen Dodd July, 10

When Death Strikes--Will My House Be In Order?,
William Evans November, 16
When You Care Fnough To Do The Very Least,

Connie Bomar June, 19
Where Is God’s Money Going?, Sandy Adams April, 30
Wha’s In Charge Here?, Larry Hampton dune, 32
Why Don't We Speak In Tongues?,

d. D, O'Donnell October, 2

—
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