

















acquaintance with our historical roots.

Baptist groups owe their originmore
to the English Reformation than to the
Protestant Reformation. The English
Reformation began when King Henry
VI of England broke with the Roman
Catholic Church.

Developments occurred in Queen
Elizabeth’s reign (1558-1603) that are
significant in understanding the roots
of our heritage. Many felt that the
Church of England reformation had
not gone far enough, that it still had
too many similarities with the Roman
Catholic Church. These people wanted
a pure church based on the authority
of the Bible. This group came to be
known as Puritans.

Two groups of Puritans emerged—
those who believed that the Church of
England could be reformed from with-
in, and the separatists. The separatist
Puritans lost hope that the Church of
England could be reformed from with-
in, opting to pull out and start new
churches.

The concern of separatist Puritans
was with doctrinal and ethical purity,
form of worship, and form of a church
government. Separatists were agreed
in their rejection of the episcopal form
of church government. Some chose
the presbyterian form of government
while others insisted that congrega-
tional church government was the
form taught in scripture.

Baptists had their beginning in the

Puritan separatist movement. Their
concern was for a church that sub-
mitted itself to the authority of the
Bible.
The first Baptist churches were: (1)
orthodox in doctrine, (2) separatists,
(3) practiced believer’s baptism rather
than infant baptism, (4) committed to
congregational church government,
(5) committed to Puritan ethics, and
(6) Arminian rather than Calvinistic.

The first Calvinistic Baptist church
was organized about 30 years after the
first Arminian or General Baptist
church.

The origin, growth, and develop-
ment of Free Will Baptists in America
has given us a heritage committing us
io the six major points that concerned
the first Baptists in England.

Our heritage has been separation.
We may need to be stronger in our
commitment that it is not our practice
to enter into religious cooperation
with those who are unorthodox in

their theology.

Free Will Baptists are Fundamen-
talists, although we were not a part of
the Fundamentalist-Liberal contro-
versy fought mainly between groups in
the Northern Presbyterian and North-
ern Baptist denominations. While not
being a part of the controversy, our
sentiments were clearly with the Fun-
damentalists. We have had a greater
affinity for those who pulled out of
liberal denominations than those who
hoped to reform them from within.

We are not simply Fundamentalists
as distinguished from liberalism, We
are Fundamentalists as distinguished
from New-Evangelicals who do not
take the separatist position. Any broad
reading of the literature written about
Fundamentalists and New-Evangelicals
(they use the name Evangelical) clearly
reveals that we would be considered
Fundamentalists.

While Fundamentalists are united
on major doctrines and on the general
principle of separatism, there are a
variety of opinions that create tension
and division among Fundamentalists.
As a whole Free Will Baptists are
Moderate-Fundamentalists rather than
extreme or Hyper-Fundamentalists.

While most Fundamentalists owe
their present existence to separation
from a denomination that was cor-
rupted with liberalism, such is not the
casewith Free Will Baptists. We prob-
ably have the distinction of being the
oldest Fundamentalist denomination
in America.

Based on this brief look at our
heritage, | would conclude that:

1. We are orthodox in doctrine.

2. We practice theological separation.

3. We are a Baptist group which means;

a) We practice believer’s baptism.

b) We practice baptism by immer-
sion.

¢) We are committed to congrega-
tional church government.

d) We believe in the priesthood of
the believer.

4. Our belief in moral separation causes
us to take moral convictions more
senously than most Christian groups.

5. We are an Arminian group which
means:

a) Our belief in unlimited atonement
and conditional election commits
us to aggressive worldwide evan-
gelism.

b) Our belief in the possibility of
apostasy helps us be less inclined
toward cheap-easy believism than
those who hold the popular con-
cept of once saved always saved.

6. We are a denomination as distin-
guished from those who are not affili-
ated with any type of fellowship or
association of churches.

I believe our heritage is that of a
biblically-based group that has been
built on God-honored principles. It
deserves our deepest loyalty and most
faithful support.

Denominational Loyvalty Re-
quires An Alert Concern That
We Continue To Be Faithful To
Our Time-Honored Commit-
ments.

The Church has had its problems in
every period of history. It has had to
deal with error not only from without,
but also from within. There will never
be a time before the return of Christ
that the Church will be free from
concern about error within.

Denominational loyalty requires us
to be concerned not only for our local
church, but for the welfare of the
whole denomination. This means that
when occasions call for it we will speak
out on issues and engage in criticism of
that which, as we perceive it, threatens
our basic commitments as a denomina-
tion.

While we must engage in criticism,
it is important to keep in mind that
criticism, if not conducted properly,
can have devastating results. I know of
nothing that underlines the weaknesses
and inconsistencies of good men more
than controversy. Yet, we do not want
to be without controversy.

We must subject our methods and
approach in controversy to the author-
ity of the scriptures. Those who engage
in controversy must be mature in their
Christian experience, strong in their
commitment to ethical principles, and
men of good reputation.

It is a mistake for the young and
immature to play major roles in con-
troversy. They can seriously hurt
themselves and other people in the
process.

There are some marks of maturity
that help maximize the good results in
dealing with issues and minimize the
negative results.

One of these marks is found in the
words of our Church Covenant: “We

—_
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with the principles of scripture and our
Church Covenant.

Denominational Lovalty Re-
quires Us To Know The Differ-
ence Between Ourselves And
Those With Whom We May As-
sociate Outside Our Denomina-
tion.

We want to protect our identity and
stay true to our heritage, but it is
impossible to live in isolation. The
momen! we associate with others we
bring ourselves under the influence of
ideas that are different from ours.

] do not suggest that we isolate
ourselves. However, if we are around

herson who is conservative but not a
ratist, we must realize that we are
separatists and not be influenced by
his non-separatist position.

If we company with those who do
not have standards as high as we do,
we need to be careful not to be influ-
enced by their weaknesses. We need
to remember the words of our Church
Covenant,

We promise by His grace, to love and
obey Him in all things, to avoid all
appearance of evil, to abstain from all
sinful amusements and unholy conformity
16 the world, from all sanction of the use
and sale of intoxicating beverages, and to
provide things honest in the sight of all
.

Our ethical roots are unguestionably
in the Puritan tradition.

When we get outside our denomina-
fion we probably have more affinity
(and also more difficulty) with groups
like the Baptist Bible Fellowship and
the Independent Baptists than with
any other well known group or groups.

At the same time there are some
important differences and we need to
know what they are lest our own
historic and biblically-based commit-
ments become weakened or cor-
rupted.

All Baptist groups have been histo-
rically committed to congregational
church government, which means that
the authority of the church rests in the
congregation. lam not as informed as |
wanl to be on church government
among Independent Baptists.

However, based on what [ have
learned, it seems that from a practical
viewpoint the functional authority of

the congregation in many, if not most,
of these churches is not adequate to
bereferredto as congregational church
government.

This is a cause of deep concern
because, historically, to speak of bap-
tistic church government and to speak
of congregational church government
was to say the same thing.

The role model of the Independent
Baptist is far more of an authoritarian
model than is justified by scripture. In
fact, the Bible clearly condemns the
authoritarian model (Matthew 20:25,
26 and [ Peter 5:3). The biblical model
is that of the shepherd-flock model.

In the January, 1980-April, 1981
series of articles, “The Pastor and His
People”, published in CONTACT, 1
made a thorough study of everything
the New Testament says on pastoral
authority. The Bible calls for strong
pastoral leadership, but it grows out of
caring for the people, gaining their
respect, and out of the power of
persuasion rather than one whose
word is law. This is in keeping with
what is said in our Treatise concerning
the pastor:

The Pastor, who preaches the Word of
God, ministers to the needs of the mem-
bers, and exercises general leadership
within the congregation.

In our association with Independent
Baptists, let’s be sure that we are not
influenced to change our biblically-
based view of church government and
pastoral authority.

Wealso do not accept the Independ-
ent Baptist concept that there is some-
thing inherent about a denomination
which guarantees that some day it will
go liberal. We are not where some
denominations were before the Fun-
damentalist-Liberal controversy.

They had liberals in their pulpits,
their classrooms, and on the mission
fields. Such is not the case with us.
There has never been a time in our
history when there were more men
among us who, if necessary, would go
to the wall to see that our denomina-
tion does not go astray.

We must not let those who have
little knowledge of our denomination
upset us and cause us to push the
panic button.

Because of their belief in once saved
always saved, the Independent Baptists
believe that if a person makes a profes-
sion of faith he is saved and cannot be

lost even though he manifests no evi-
dence of salvation. It is hard to com-
pete numerically with people who take
such an approach—an approach that |
call cheap easy-believism. | am aware
of the fact that they try to get people to
live better, but at the same time they
are willing to take such to be valid
conversions.

When we hear the Independents
speak, read their literature, and listen
to their tapes, we need to understand
how these important differences be-
tween us and them affect their method-
ology. If we do not, the end product
will be the weakening of our own
commitments.

[ am not opposed to having some
contacts with outsiders, but when some
among us become intimidated about
the name Free Will Baptist, when it is a
touchy issue to preach in some of our
pulpits on our view of perseverance, |
think we have a right to be concerned.
[ am sure that only a few such cases
exist among us, but even afew are too
many.

IV.

Denominational Lovalty Re-
quires Us To Support Denomi-
national Enterprises.

| realize that a person has a right, if
he thinks a department or institutionis
in serious error, to not support it. We
should begin on the premise that we
will support denominational enter-
prises. We should depart from that
premise only if we have serious rea-
sons.

To support does not mean that we
cannot criticize. Regardless of how
many improvements [ may think may
be needed, | do not know of a depart-
ment or institution among us that is
not worthy of support. &

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Leroy
Forlines teaches theology at Free Will Baptist
Bible College, Nashville, Tennessee.
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They were later machine-gunned and
killed by the Germans.

One other sergeant and | deter- tl‘a“k you Fo’n

mined to fight a little longer and were
rescued by some American tanks. ’ -
Two days later we were given replace- yOUI' COﬂt"ll’Ut’OﬂS 2o
ments and continued our drive into
the heartland of Germany, only to
discover the bodies of our comrades
who did not persevere 30 minutes
longer.

The Lord always seems to know
when we need help. We only need to
be faithful, like Paul who instructed the

ship crew to stay in the boat in Acts . .
27:31. It was midnight and very dark, COOPERHTIVFI Free UWill Baptist
but the big possum was about ready to ClmmmEL AN

walk for them.

Consider the incident with the disci-
ples in Matthew 14:22-27. Jesus told
them to get into a ship and cross to the I tl‘rougl‘ t"e
other side. The night was dark and the
wind contrary about 2:00 a.m. They ”
were where the Lord told them to be, C Oopel‘dtlve Clldﬂﬂel

doing what He told them to do.
Their responsibility was to keep

their boat headed in the right direction October, 1982
and l_((;aep paddling. Then came Je:;us RECEIPTS:
walking on the water and the wind
ceased. The big possum walked for State Design. Undesign. Total Oct. '81Year to Date
them in their darkest hour. Alabama $ 15400 § 24535 § 399.35 $ 61012 $ 11397.66
What of the h ible st £f . Arizona .00 00 .00 .00 359.38
, atolhe horrible story of lamine Arkansas 00 331964 331964  3,173.64 35,434.74
in Il Kings 6-7 and the siege by the California .00 1,067.37 1,067.37 1,228.93 10,765.95
S orian arru? : Florida 35.00 L095.02 113002 33.34 15,432.30
%;\,’?,l"”‘,,‘j?rlﬁy‘ The night had gotten so Georgia 2,563.56 0500 296856  1,007.45 21,893.89
da?'k that the peop!e were eating thel'r Hawaii 0 00 0 00 125.00
children to stay alive. In 7:5, at “twi- }ﬁaho g : 00 .00 ” 00 65%2;2
Lo X inois 12,310, 341144 1572147  1,23587 794.
hg}l\i, four lepers discovered that .the Indiana 00 00 0 00 206.79
big possum had walked for them just Kansas 00 00 .00 65.98 1,934.31
- Kentucky 00 00 .00 75.00 357.00
Maryland 00 60.00 60.00 40.00 370.00
Michigan 00 00 00 2,847.14 35,513.68
everybody. Mississippi 00 114.45 114.45 450.87 6,722.74
NG Missouri 6,239.40 00 623940 549586 60,298.86
YENEVE - b
)Wl,ﬁ«/ll(,‘v‘e many pastors and soul N Moxico o % £ o Va26 06
winners give up too easily. A farmgr North Carolina 60.00 400.00 460.00 576.80 7,453.72
woulld never make a crop if he quit 82:0h0 77.00 1,705.00  1,782.00 904.40 2?2,23-42
T . ahoma 21,184.69 724532 2843001  53,677.71 630.38
when he hit the f1r§t stump.‘ A war South Carolina 0 0 ‘% 00 55 00
would never be won if the soldiers quit Tennessee 104.62 2,329.89 243451 1,498.84 12,812.87
when they lost a fight. We cannot win Texas 3,983.06 33094 431400 424747 35,036.54
them all I like thi Idier’ i Virginia 00 00 .00 51.15 676.90
wim ali, 1 like this soidier's prayer. West Virginia 197.00 00 197.00 11.50 393.95
Totals $46,908.36  $2172942 $68637.78 $77,232.07  $617,250.28

Lord, as | enter this furious battle
Help me win every fight that [ can.
I3ui when 1 must feel the enemies steel DISBURSEMENTS:
[.ord help me to be a man.

Executive $ 1,18577  $9439.63 $10,62540 $ 908754  $104,812.95

. . Foreign Missions 28,055 50 313391  31,189.41 41,0734  294,834.70 3
%0, Iriends, when you are discour- FWBBC 2,748.87 313391 588278  7,694.87 71,609.82 9

wed and feel that everything you Home Missions 14,407.32 233504 1674236  12,869.80  101,446.95 <
S o . Retirement & Insurance 395.64 2,273.62 2,669.26 4,037.65 27,797.61 Y
touch furns to dust, it may be that Master's Men 66.27 122897 129524 209147  13.373.03 2
A one more valley and over one Commission on Theological B

IR . Liberalism 48.99 184.34 233.33 343.40 2,434 55
more ‘hllyl,‘th\e big possum could be FWE P 1 %0 o0 P 100,67 ﬁ
waiting for you. A Convention 00 00 00 00 w0 | S
Hillsdale College 00 .00 .00 00 100.00 @)
ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Lawnie B. Totals $46,908.36 $21,729.42 $68,637.78 $77,232.07  $617,250.28 O
Coffman pastors Yorktown Free Will Baptist -
Church, Star City, Arkansas. L)













feed at the feed mill. He never came
back home. He suffered a massive
heart attack and died before they
reached the hospital.

Ruby, my husband and I, and our
children were in a state of shock. It just
didn’t seem possible that Wash
wouldn’t be here anymore. Asllooked
down at his body in the coffin, | kept
wondering, “Wash, where are you
now? Oh, if [ only knew where you are!
IfI knew that you were with the Lord, 1
could feel better about this. I don’t
mean that the sorrow would be gone,
but you’'ve worked so hard—at last,
you're at rest—if only [ knew where
you'll spend eternity.”

Four years have passed since that
day. Ruby and [ have talked a lot about
Wash. Things that the man said who
was with Wash when he died indicate
to me that he was ready to die. Also,
Brother Keefer felt that Wash had
made a change.

| said something to Ruby one day
about the way Wash acted when the
kids kissed and hugged him. She said,
“You know, Wash never felt that he
was worth very much.”

| guess he felt that he wasn’t worthy
of our love. Well, he was worth so
much-—he was worth a testimony |
failed to share with him. Had I told him
what Christ had done for me and how
he had worked in my life, he may have
wanted Christ in his life earlier. | was
50 close to him—why didn’t [ tell him?
] I thought there would be a
hetier time—but always, not right then.
Or maybe someone else would do it. |
jusi wasn't ready.

| have to believe that Wash is with
the Lord. There are people who are
quiet about spiritual matters. [ feel that
Wash was this type person. I wish he
could have known how worthy of our
love he was. He deserved so much
more out of life than he received. But,
you know, Wash never wanted any-
thing other than the simple, quiet life
that he had. He was happier, perhaps,
than most people.

But Wash, I wish you knew how
much you were loved and how very
much you are missed. There’ll always
be that empty spot that came when
you left us and you'll always remain in
my heart. A

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mrs. Joyce Watsonisa
member of First Free Will Baptist Church,
Murfreesboro, Tennessee.

Who Subscribes to
CONTACT?

Check Your State!

CONTACT subscribers live in all 50 states. The
followinglist shows how many people in each state receive
CONTACT, as well as how many Free Will Baptists live in

each state.

Are you included as a CONTACT subscriber in your

state?

State

Alabama
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Florida
Georgia
Hawaii

Idaho

lllinois
Indiana

lowa

Kansas
Kentucky
Maryland
Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Montana
New Mexico
North Carolina
Northeast
Northwest
Ohio
Oklahoma
Pennsylvania
South Carolina
Tennessee
Texas
Virginia
West Virginia

TOTALS

CONTACT
Subscribers

366
15
759
443
46
276
291
12
6
466
178
4
139

Number FWB

in State

21,180
263
26,532
4,323
241
5,261
10,587
44

141
2,239
2,124
130
576
15,613
1,710
3,969
12
4,599
16,129
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enemy. Destructive conflict is
common when polarization occurs.

eDrop outs result from a loss of
the dream and ongoing feuds within
the church family.

A church doesn’t have to move
through the entire cycle from health
to disease. In fact, the point of the
health cycle is to help congregations
find out where they are and revitalize
themselves by redefining God’s will
for them as a corporate body.

Churches aren’t doomed to die if
they seek, find, and do what God’s
kingdom requires of them. Health,
not disease, is God’s general
intention for congregations.

Healthy congregations plan off
their dream and live on the up-side of
the model. By contrast, deteriorating
congregations are problem-solvers
and find themselves sliding down the
back side of the curve.

Marks Of A
Healthy Church

Several marks describe the
healthy church. Here are eight
qualities characteristic of church
health.

eHealthy congregations focus on a
specific dream of their ministry.
Effective groups use a mutual vision
to glue them together. In churches,
the dream centers on redemption.
After all, salvation is the one-word
summary of the Bible.

The fundamental dream, for me,
centers on Jesus’ preaching of the
kingdom of God. He spoke of it and
its redemptive power more often
than any other issue in his ministry.
To be like Jesus, then, means to take
God's kingdom seriously. And the
kingdom of God is as basic and
applicable for congregations as it is
for individual Christians.

Since every local congregation has
a unique personality, all churches
don't look or act exactly alike. Their
dreams, while similar in general
ways, take on specific, personalized
qualities as the dream is lived out in
their local settings. The important
issue is: can your church answer
directly when asked, “What does
God want from our church here and
now?” The congregation needs to
respond to this question as a group.

In other words, the answer given
by the pastor or a small cluster of

- members isn't necessarily a dream

for that congregation.

eHealthy congregations develop a
doctrinal agreement around their
dream. Theological consensus
provides a solid foundation for
ministry.

My guess is that Baptist churches
sing their theology more than they
talk about it. A clue to
congregational belief is the hymns
and songs sung repeatedly, with
feeling, and largely from memory.
More than doctrinal debate or Bible
verses quoted, the natural and
enjoyable sharing of musical praise
provides a corporate consensus
about theology for many
congregations.

eHealthy congregations are goal-
oriented. Church goals furnish a
method for implementing their
dream.

Good goals grow out of the
dreaming, talking, listening, and
decision-making processes of a
congregation. Broad participation in
goal-setting is essential for one
practical reason: folks work for the
goals they help shape.

eHealthy congregations organize
themselves to carry ouf their dream.
Organizational structure supplies the
muscle and sinew for activating the
dream.

Baptists have a mission vision, so
we’ve organized mission boards. As
a denomination, we've stressed the
Bible and structured our churches
into all-age Sunday Schools to teach
the Bible. If your church has
organizational units supporting no
portion of your dream, your
congregation is overorganized, Your
church is underorganized if it has
aspects of its dream which are
unsupported by organizational
structure.

eHealthy congregations live out
their dream in active ministry.
Ministry is the proof of the dream.
Ministry links hearing and doing: it
incarnates our vision into enacted
faith. A balanced mix of dreamers
and doers are needed to make a
congregation both visionary and
active,

eHealthy congregations use
nostalgia as an early warning signal.
An overt longing for the Golden Age
of the past is a reminder that the
congregation is losing touch with its

dream. Nostalgia tells church leaders
it’s time to renew the dream.

eHealthy congregations fight fair.
The only place without conflict is the
cemetery. Otherwise, groups with
ideas, vitality, and goals experience
conflict from time to time.

Healthy churches find
constructive ways to deal with their
differences. They stay up-to-date
with their disagreements and deal
with them before they grow out of
proportion. They look for solutions
which advance the dream.

Dissenters are valued in healthy
churches. In fact, diversity is
necessary koinonia, or fellowship.
The New Testament Church was
made up of a wide range of folks—
Jews and Greeks, free and slave,
male and female, young and old.
Diversity makes for disagreement;
disagreement makes for better goals
and a sharper dream—if conflict is
constructively channeled.

o[-{ealthy congregations
periodically redream their dream
and plan off of it. Organizations age
and drift away from their dream as
time passes.

Periodically, it’s essential for
congregations to redefine their
dream. Planning, based on their
redemptive vision, turns dreams into
deeds. Dreaming provides the
biblical vision of the kingdom of God
for a church; planning is the
organizational health skill which puts
hands and feet to the dream.

Doom or Dream

No church is forced to face its
death passively. It can define its
kingdom dream rather than die. The
road to church health is to dream
again. Christ’s kingdom hasn’t
changed. Our churches have only to
dream it again. A

Reprinted from The Baptist Program (October,
1982). Copyrighted by the Southern Baptist
Convention Executive Committee. Used by
permission.

Dr. Robert D. Dale is professor of pastoral
leadership and church ministries at Southeast-
ern Baptist Theological Seminary, Wake Forest,
North Carolina. This article is adapted from his

book To Dream Again.

Note: Dr. Dale’s book, To Dream Again, is
reviewed this month by Tom Marberry. See
“Top Shelf” for Dr. Marberry’s comments and
analysis.
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ALABAMA ADOPTS COOPERATIVE PLAN

BIRMINGHAM, AL—The Alabama
State Association in its 63rd session
voted to recommend the Cooperative
Plan of support to member churches
as the means to underwrite state and
national outreach ministries. The vote
came during its November 11-13, 1982
meeting at Forestdale Free Will Baptist
Church in Birmingham following a
year-long study by a five-man commit-
tee appointed in 1982.

Funds channeled through the Ala-
bama Cooperative Plan will be distri-
buted according to the following for-
mula: 65 percent to remain in the state
work, 35 percent to be forwarded for
the national Cooperative Plan. State
funds will be allocated to the following
agencies: State Home Missions (15%),
Pastors and Workers Conference
(15%), Children’s Home (10%), General
Fund (10%), State Retirement and
Insurance Board (10%), and the Chris-
tian Education Board (5%).

More than 100 ministers were among
the 403 registrants when the state
association endorsed Southeastern

FWB College as a Free Will Baptist
institution worthy of financial support
and as a school to train students.

Delegates reaffirmed previous action
to invite the 1987 National Convention
to Birmingham.

The State Executive Committee
concludedits one-year study regarding
the future of the Alabama Children’s
Home and recommended that the
Home continue operation.

In other business, delegates re-
quested that Executive Secretary
Melvin Worthington make arrange-
ments for a meeting involving all con-
cerned persons and denominational
leaders to be held in Nashville regard-
ing denominational difficulties, and that
the express purpose of such a meeting
be to resolve differences and avoid
falling victim to Satan.

The Association passed a resolution
affirming Alabama’s stand that Jesus
neither made nor drank alcoholic wine
and “respectfully requesting that the
FWBBC faculty and staff not advocate”
any other position. Copies of the reso-

lution were forwarded to the FWBBC
President and Board Chairman as well
as national department directors.

Moderator John Edwards was re-
elected for a seventh term and Clerk
RayRitch for his 19th term. According
to Clerk Ritch, all state funds will now
be channeled through the newly cre-
ated state treasurer’s office. Walter
Jaggers of Decatur was elected as
freasurer.

Seven sermons, a Master’'s Men
Breakfast, and a Woman’s Auxiliary
Banquet completed the state agenda.
Missionary Pastor Mickey Kirkland
(Montgomery) preached the keynote
message.

TheMinisters and Deacons Meeting
on November 11 spotlighted sermons
on the theme, “Essentials to a Living
Church.” Pastors Bud Hill, William
Atkinson, and James Walden devel-
oped the theme. Joining Reverend
Kirkland with State Association
preaching assignments were Pastors
Mike Harrell, Duane Taylor, and Gene
Hales.

200 ATTEND MISSISSIPPI STATE ASSOCIATION

IUKA, MS—Officials reported that 200
delegates and visitors attended the
1982 Mississippi State Association
which met November 5-6 at First FWB
Church in luka.

Moderator Luther Gibson said the
Mississippi churches committed them-
selves to give more assistance to the
new home mission work in Gulfport.
Missionary Pastor Ralph Hester, who
heads up the Gulfport project, esti-
mated that between $60,000-$70,000
would be needed to stabilize their
building needs.

Delegates appointed a two-man

board to advise and assist Editor Billy
Tabb in preparing and gathering arti-
cles for the monthly state paper, The
Mississippi Messenger.

Home Missionary Hughes Ellis
preached the state association’s key-
note address Friday evening. Missis-
sippi Pastor Al Hamm (Victory FWEB
Church, Columbus) delivered the Sat-
urday morning address.

A one-day Bible Conference featur-
ing sermons by four Mississippi pastors
preceded the state meeting. The Bible
Conference speakers included Robert
Hesselmeyer (Beech Springs Church,

Mrs. Eunice Edwards, former
WNAC Executive Secretary, spoke at
the State Woman's Auxiliary Banquet
onthe subject “Woman With A Vision.”
Mission Pastor Ralph Hester addressed
the Master’s Men Prayer Breakfast.

The 1983 State Association meets

November 4-5 at First FWB Church,
Tupelo.
Saltillo), Malcolm Garrett (Community
Church, Corinth), J. L. Gore (Faith
Church, Jackson), and Milton Fields
(First Church, Columbus).

TENNESSEE ADOPTS $714,000 BUDGET

COOKEVILLE, TN—For the first time
in its history, Tennessee Free Will
Baptists adopted a state budget, ac-
cording to Clerk Garnett Reid. Dele-
gates to the 45th annual state associa-
tion endorsed budgets topping
$714,000 for 1983, which included
quotas from state and national depart-
ments as well as anticipated state
Cooperative Plan receipts.

In other business, delegates author-
ized a four-person Historical Commis-
sion to prepare a Tennessee state
history for the 1985 Jubilee National
Convention, The publication will in-

clude the state association history as
well as histories of the Children’s Home
in Greeneville and local associations.

Nearly 300 people registered for the
November 8-10, 1982 session which
met at Cookeville FWB Church in
Cookeville. That registration total re-
flected 85 ministers.

Delegates were informed that a new
state home missions project for Paris,
Tennessee has been approved with
Missionary Hughes Ellis.

Three ministers preached messages
on the state association theme, “All
Sufficiency in All Things.” Keynoter

Stanley Outlaw, FWBBC professor,
spoke Monday evening. Pastors Jim
Walker (Woodbine FWB Church,
Nashville) and Danny Dwyer (Sylvan
Park FWB Church, Nashville) ad-
dressed the state association on Tues-
day and Wednesday.

The Tuesday Bible Conference fea-
tured Pastors W. L. Kell (Keenburg
FWB Church, Elizabethton) and Guy
Owens (Randall Memorial FWB
Church, Memphis). Oak Ridge Pastor
Jim Dunlap spoke duringthe Master’s

Men Breakfast.
»

21/CONTACT/Jan. 83






SUNDAY SCHOOL SPRING ENLARGEMENT CAMPAIGN SET

NASHVILLE, TN—The Sunday
School and Church Training Depart-
ment announced its March 6-27, 1983
Spring Enlargement Campaign, “Al-
ways Abounding.”

Churches, for purposes of friendly
competition, are grouped in different
divisions based upon their average
Sunday School attendance for the
months of September, October and
November, 1982. New works estab-
lished since November will be listed in
a separate category, Division . These
churches should use the attendance

on the first day of Sunday School as
their average.

Sunday Schools attaining the great-
est percentage of increase over the
base figure will be named first and
second place winners respectively and
awarded appropriate plaques. Present
size of a Sunday School does not
prevent opportunity to win in any
division. The divisions are as follows:

Division A over 500 average
Division B 400-500 average
Division C 300-399 average
Division D 200-299 average

Division E 150-199 average
Division F 100-149 average
Division G 5099 average
Division H under 49 average
Division [—Newly Established

The present size of your Sunday
School does not prevent you from
being eligible to win in your division.
Campaign materials are available from
the Sunday School and Church Train-
ing Department. Entry blanks must be
postmarked no later than March 4,
1983.

RANDALL HOUSE INTRODUCES NEW BOOKLETS

NASHVILLE, TN—Seven new book-
lets by two Free Will Baptist authors
were released November 15, 1982,
accordingto Randall House Marketing
Manager Fred Green.

The booklets, written by Evangelist
Don Pegram and WNAC Executive
Secretary Cleo Pursell, sell for $1.00
each and address a number of timely
subjects.

Triumph Quer Sufferingand Facing
Death and Dyingwere written by Mrs,
Cleo Pursell. Triumph Quer Suffering
discusses the reasons for suffering,
the response to suffering, and, the
triumph over suffering.

“Explaining Death to a Child” and
“Preparing for Your Own Death” are
but two of the practical sections in the

booklet Facing Death and Dying. This
booklet will also be helpful to anyone
working with terminally-ill persons.

The remaining five booklets were
prepared by Reverend Pegram. The
titles are:

America: Christian or Pagan
Sinning Against The Holy Spirit
Why We Do Not Speak In Tongues
Sheep Among Wolves

Great Churches: Today’s Essential

The booklets by Pegram are sermon
oriented, but would be beneficial to
ministers and laymen alike.

All the materials may be ordered
fromRandallHouse, Box 17306, Nash-
ville, TN 37217.

The Valley View Free Will Baptist Church (L), Loudon, TN, has remodeled the church
parsonage at a cost of $35,000. Allen Presley pastors.
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Green Tree Bible Study

Robert E. Picirilli

John 17:1-5

Jesus’ Praver in His Hour

ohn 17 really is “the Lord’s
J prayer.” He prayed often (on at

least 25 different occasions men-
tioned in the gospels), but this is the
only lengthy prayer recorded. We
sometimes call it His high priestly
prayer.

It was prayed on the eve of Christ’s
crucifixion, the upper room or between
there and Gethsemane. Apparently, it
was prayed out loud, with the disciples
hearing.

Often in His ministry Jesus had said
that His “hour” had not come. This
prayer begins: “Father, the hour is
come.” Whenyoureadit, read it in the
shadow of the cross.

The prayer can be divided into
three main parts. The first part is
verses 1-5, and the petition is “Glorify
your son.” The second part is verses
6-19, a prayer for the disciples present.
The third part is verses 20-26, a prayer

for the whole body of disciples, includ-
ing future believers. In this first study,
we look, at the first part.

The central petition of the section
is: “Glorify your son, that the Son may
glorify You” (v. 1). Notice the repeating
of this relationship, in reverse order, at
the end of this part: “l glorified You
upon the earth . . . and now glorify me”
(vv. 4, 5). The glorification of the Lord
Jesus and the glorification of the Father
go hand in hand.

Verse 2 gives us our first indication
of what glorifies each. In the Father’s
giving to the Son “power (Greek:
exousia, authority) over all flesh,” He
glorified Him. In one sense, God had
already determined to give this to Him.
In another, the transaction was not
finished until Jesus’ death and resur-
rection: then He could say, “All au-
thority (same Greek word) is given to
me in heaven and earth” (Matthew
28:18).

Verse 5 expands on this: the glorifi-
cation of the Son includes returning
Him to the honored position He had
with the Father (literally, “at the Fath-
er’s side”) before the world existed.

That is the position of authority the
Father willed to give Him at the com-
pletion of His work, and it culminated
in the resurrection and ascension.

Back to verse 2. In Jesus’ giving
eternal life to believers, He glorified
the Father. And how did He accom-
plish this? Verse 4 answers: “[ glorified
You in finishing the work which You
have given me to do.” That “finished
work” of our Lord was completed in
His atoning death and bodily resurrec-
tion. As Jesus prayed this, that work
was as good as done: He saw it clearly
and had made His commitment. And
in that finished work is the means of
giving us eternal life.

Soverses 1,2, and4, 5 speak of the
glorification of the Son and of the
Father—of the Son by giving Him all
authority, restoring him to the position
of honor at the Father’s side; of the
Father by finishing the work assigned,
and thereby providing eternal life for
the disciples.

And right in the middle (v. 3) we
learn what “eternal life” is: knowing

r—>
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