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What
The
Bible
Says

Worldliness

By Steve Lytle

orldliness by dictionary
definition means being "of
this world, temporal or

rather to the world system separated
from and opposed to the God of
Heaven (see John 7:7,8:23, 14:30; I
Corinthians2:2; Galatians6:14; Colos-
sians 2:8; and James l:27).

That being the case, worldliness is
interested in the temporalrather than
the eternal, the secular instead of the
sacred, and the pleasure and well-
being of man rather than the will of
God.

We agree with Virginia Pastor Dale
Burden who wrote in CONTACT
(October, 1978) that worldliness is
"thinking and living like the world.
Living for things that feed the flesh and
foster pride."

secular: opposed to heavenly, spiritual,
etc. . . . devoted to or concerned with
the affairs, pleasures, etc., of this
world."

On the other hand, W. E. Vine says
that the "world" is "the present condi-
tion of human affairs in alienation from
and opposition to God." The Greek
word is cosmos, and does not in this
case refer to the inhabited earth, but

In his commentary on the book of
Romans, Dr. Robert Picirilli concludes:

The world is really the spirit of the age.
The world system is a whole way of life,
under the supervision of Satan (the god
of this world), and carefully organized to
express the philosophy, the mind ol the
wicked one.

From this basic introduction to the
subject, two general observations
emerge. One, worldliness is not pleas-
ing to God. Two, it is harmful or
detrimental to the believer.

Worldliness is not pleasing to God.
This is made abundantly clear in pas-
sages such as I John 2:15 ("lf any man
love the world, the love of the Father is
not in him.") andJames4:4 ("friendship
of the world is enmity with God . . . ").

Worldliness is sin. It is contrary to
the nature of God, and comiretes with
God for the affections óf men. The
worldly person is conformed to this
world (Romansl2:2), and follows the
dictates of the "god of this world" ([
Corinthians 4:4). Thus, he cannot
please the Lord.

Worldliness harms the believer. If
the first observation be true, we can
take the second for granted.

Worldliness makes God the enemy
of the believer (James 4:4)! The love of
God cannot operate in his life (l John
2:75).He is spiritually weakened, and
divided in his loyalties (Matthew 6:24),
and unable to bear spiritual fruit
(Romans 8:5-6). His life is mediocre at
best, and certainly not what the New
Testament envisions as normal for a
dedicated believer in Jesus Christ.

Spirit of Worldliness
Let us now consider how the sin

and spirit of worldliness operate in the
lives of God's people. Generalþ, we
relate worldliness to life's externals-
to certain outward manifestations
which to us indicate lack of dedication
to God and a worldly heart.

Depending on the period of history
and the culturalconditioningof a given
society, such practices as theater at-
tendance (movies), card playing, ball
games, long hair on men and women
wearing makeup have been interpreted
by a larç segment of evangelical Chris-
tianity as beingworldþ, and not proper
for a born again believer.

There is often an underlying biblical
principle governing our attitude toward



certain of these practices (i.e., I Corin.
thians 11:14-long hair on men as
blurring the distinction between the
sexes). I am a firm believer in applying
biblical principles to life's situations.

However, I feel that in confronting
the problem of worldliness we fre-
quently treat the symptoms instead of
the disease. We condemn certain prac-
tices that we view as beingworldly and
feverishly treat the symptoms, while
allowing the disease to remain latent in
the believer's life. As Martin Lloyd-
Jones puts it:

The world is so subtle, worldliness is
such a pervasive thing, that we are all
guilty of it, and often without realizing it.
We tend to label worldliness as meaning
certain particular things only, and always
the things of which we a¡e not guilty . . . .

Worldliness is all.pervasive and is not
confined to certain things.

We also tend to equate spirituality
with outward conformity.I do believe
there should be a certain amount of
conformity and similarity among be-
lievers in a given culture, simply be-
cause we are all born again people and
share in common the divine nature
which produces holiness (Ephesians
2:8-10; II Peter 1:4ff).

But at the same time, outward
conformity does not guarantee a spirit-
ual Christian. Because a person does
not attend movies does not mean his
heart is pure. Because a girl wears
modest length dresses (and I'm all for
modesty, decency, and propriety in
women's clothing), does not mean she
is modest.

In reality, worldliness is a sin of the
heart, mind, and will, and must be seen
as such in order to be dealt with
properly. I fear that Satan has a field
day among Christians over the issue of
what constitutes worldliness.

The more conservative brethren
see other evangelical Christians who
perhaps are more broad minded with a
shorter list of "don'ts" as beingworldly
and compromising. The more con-
servative are criticized as practicing
legalism.

Attitude of Worldliness
Worldliness is a spiritual disease

affecting (1) attitudes, (2) values, and
(3) the overalloutlook on life. We need
not only to understand it better, but
also to lay a foundation for the spiritual

surgery necessary to cure it.
Lloyd-Jones calls worldliness rran

attitude towards life." Many Christians
are acceptant, tolerant, and even
friendly toward the world system.

For example, we learn to be worldly
when we watch offensive television
programs and find ourselves laughing
at a humorous remark, even though it
contains filthy language. We are mis-
erable captives of time and space when
we read or hear of injustice, of atrocities
being perpetrated, of the hunger and
suffering that are destroying millions,
and we remain unmoved, and all too
often, uncaring.

Worldliness means that we are self-
centered instead of others-centered. It
means we become immune to and
jaded by the sin that rampantly runs all
around us ruining men's lives and
sending them to an eternal hell.

But let us remember that if our
friendship lies with this world, or our
acceptance and toleration as well, our
attitude is wrong, and we are at enmity
with God.

Values of lüorldliness
Our values reflect our true spiritual

condition. When a comfortable, pros-
perous, things-oriented life becomes
the dominant goal of our lives, for
example, other, more important con-
siderations such as church, family,
Bible reading, and cultivation of the
spiritual life are ignored entirely or
receive token recognition. Thus our
value becomes warped and we "lay up
treasures on earth" (Matthew 6:19).

For many, peer pressure and the
desire to be accepted is a false value by
which decisions are made, especially
by young people.

Instead of weighing the possible
impact of a contemplated action in
light of God's Word, a teenager will
often allow the incorrect value (i.e.,
what's expected or desired of him by
his peers) to determine what he does
or does not do. Thus it is obvious that
before a person does worldly things,
he first has a worldly heart.

Outlook of Worldliness
Finally, let's see worldliness as an

outlook on life.I think that especially in
the Sermon on the Mount, and more
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WORLDLINESS lFrom page 3)

specifically in Matthew 6:19-34, the
Lord Jesus clearly shows us the danger.
Of course, one's outlook on life is
closely related to both his attitudes
and values, so much so that it may be
impossible to separate them. Outlook
on life includes both attitudes and
values.

Jesus warns about unspiritual atti-
tudes and unbiblicalvalues in regards
to "things" in Matthew 6:19, "Lay not
up for yourselves treasures on earth;"
and in verse 24,"Y e cannot serve God
and mammon."

In verses 25-34 He teaches that
worry over the future and preoccupa-
tion even with the legitimate cares of
life are also subtle forms of worldliness
which threaten us far more often than
we realize,

Worldliness then is an ever-present
danger and we must face it. "The
danger of worldliness should be
made . . . real to our people," writes
Pastor Dale Burden. But how can this
best be done? As Robert Picirilli, com-
menting on Romans I2:2 wriles:

Nor can we avoid this conformity (to the
world) simply by making out a list of a few
specific'worldly' thingswewill not partici.
pate in. No, the world's philosophy cuts
too deep for that, and touches on values,
standards, ideals, ambitions, fashions-
in short, every thing about life . . . . We
have got to be determined . . . to refuse to
let the world's'mind'set our life-style.

Four Ways To
Cure Worldliness

I offer four suggestions, which I feel
constitute a biblical cure for worldli-
ness.

NUMBER I: We must truly loue God
and our fellow man.

"Thou shalt love the Lord thy God
with allthy heart, and with all thy soul,
and with all thy mind. This is the first
and great commandment. And the
second is like unto it, Thou shalt love
thy neighbour as thyself" (Matthew
22:37-39\.

Dale Burden was correct when he
wrote, "We can warn of worldliness,
name sin, lay down allthe prohibitions
possible, and still not cure . . . worldli-
ness. The sin of loving this sinfulworld
can only be cured by finding a greater
love."

In his outstanding book True Spir'
ituality,Dr. Francis Schaeffer suggests
that we are "to love God enough to be
contented, and . . . to love men enough
not to envy." Surely if this kind of love
is present in our hearts, there will be
no room for loving this world, and this
horrible sin willbe struck a death-blow.

NUMBER 2: We must be heavenly
minded people, saturating our minds
with theWord of God and the thíngs
o/God(Rom ans 72:L,2 and Colossians
3:1-4).

Not only must we separate our-
selves from the world system, not
allowing ourselves to be fashioned in
its mold, but we must also be "trans-
formed by the renewing of your mind."

"lt is the mind that is the center of
the transforming activity of the Spirit
in the life of the believer," declares
Charles Ryrie.

The world would "brainwash" us
with its philosophy, values, and stand-
ards. We must not allow this to happen.
Instead, we must be"brainwashed" by
the Holy Spirit using the Word of God.
"Thy word have I hid in mine heart that
I might not sin against thee" (Psalm
119:11). Daily Bible reading and medi-
tation, along with memorization of the
scriptures are necessary. Training our
minds to think on the things of God
(Philippians 4:8) will bear the blessed
fruit of holiness.

NUMBER 3: Order the priorities of
your life.

God's Word teaches that we must
"seek ye first the kingdom of God, and
his righteousness; and all these things
shall be added unto you" (Matthew
6:33).

This is the answer to the problem of
wrong attitudes, worldly values, and a
time and space centered outlook on
life. Decide that God is going to be
number one in your life, and that other
biblical priorities such as family, the
church, and Christian service are going
to take precedence over temporal
matters.

I suggest that we read and reread
such passages as I Timothy 6:6-11;
Philippians 4:11-13; and Hebrews 13:5
to give guidance in this area.

NUMBER 4: Learn to apply biblical
principles to speciÍíc sifuofíons of hfe.

In order to avoid the Devil's worldly
traps and even "the appearance of
evil," we must discover biblicalprinci-

ples and let them guide us in making
correct decisions. Professor Leroy
Forlines states:

It is through the application of principles
that the Bible remains an uÞtodate
book. lf it were not for the application of
principles the Bible would be obsolete.
Situations change; principles are perma'
nent.

Charles Ryrie suggests four princi
ples to help us decide in cases of things
which are questionable. First, "Use,
but do not abuse the world."We are in
the world, but must not be of it, nor
must we allow even that which is good
to dominate us.

Second, he adds that we may"enjoy,
but not love the world" (l Timothy
6:17). In other words, we are free to
enjoy that which God gives us in His
Providence, but we must not set our
hearts on it to the exclusion of a vital
relationship with the Lord.

Third, "never hinder the growth of
another Christian." God's Word pro-
hibits us from doing anything which
may hinder another believer's spiritual
growth (l CorinthiansS:13). We should
always take into account the prevailing
conviction of the majority of God's
people, and at times be willing to nof
do certain things which we may feelas
perfectly permissible for the sake of
the total body of Christ.

Finally, Ryrie says "we must do all
to the glory of God" (l Corinthians
10:31). This verse is the key principle
for the Christian, and if we honestly do
everything to magnifu , exalt, and honor
our Lord, this world system willhave
no hold on us.

A famous philosopher once said,
"Show me your redeemed life and I'll
be inclined to believe in your Redeem-
el."

May God help us to confess the sin
of worldliness, and then by His grace
rededicate ourselves to live so that this
world can see the transforming power
of the gospel in those of us who call
ourselves Christians. r

ABOUT THE WRITffi: Reuerend Steue Lytle ís

a Free Will Bapfr'sf missionory to Panamo' The
North Corolina natiue earnd the Bachelor ol
Arts degree at Free Will Boptist Bible Collese.



Briefcase

feel better about my denomination
than the farmer who sent his wife
an anniversary card with the bitter-

sweet message: "l've never met a
woman who would make a better wife
than you. But I'm stilllooking."

I'm content being a Free Will Baptist.
And I can think of at Ieast l0 good
reasons why you should be one.

We belieue the Bible. AII of itl
We do not warn members to avoid
certain Bible verses because we're
afraid they might contradict what we
teach.

I went to a man's home for supper
22 years ago. He saw my well-marked
Bibleand asked, "Doyou mark out the
verses you don't believe?" I was horri-
fied at the thought. (Maybe he was
joking with me; at least, he smiled
when he said it.)

If it's in the Bible, FWBs believe it
book, chapter, and verse. Bible history,
science, geography, philosophy, theol-
ogl, sociology-we believe everything
the Bible says.

We preoch the Bible. NoFWB
preacher is ordained to preach any-
thing except the Bible. Free WillBap-
tist ministers are only authorized to
give sermons, lectures, and talks on
what is found between the covers of
the Bible.

In fact, every preacher promises to
preach the truth or surrender his
credentials if he by misconduct or false
doctrine ever breaks the vow.

We practice the Bible. Admit.
tedly, we find it easier to believe the
Bible and to preach it than to practice

w
Ten ReeHnnH

ttlhU Yuu Shnuld Be
A Free ttlill Baptist

it. But FWBs take living what the Bible
teaches as serious business.

We do not prize theoreticalChris-
tianity, but one that makes a difference
in practicallivingand results in changed
lives.

We acknowledge the priest-
hood oÍ the belieuer. No authority
in theFWB denomination attempts to
umpire between the individual believer
and God.

Every FWB believes that he is per-
sonally responsible directly to God for
his every thought, action, and attitude.
He knows that if he doesn't come to
terms with God, there aren't enough
preachers in the world to pray him
right when he's wrong.

We recognize the autonomy
of the local church. What that
means is every FWB church holds title
to its own property, calls its own
pastor, elects its own officers, transacts
its own business, and in generalstands
or falls on its own merits.

No authority in the denomination
can reverse a decision made by a local
church. We trust each other to do the
business of God like men of God.

We affirm the freedom of the
u.rill. That's why we're called "Free
Will" Baptists. We believe that God
gives every man the ability to choose
whether or not he wants to be a
Christian, and then leaves man's free
will intact as he determines whether or
not he chooses to remain a Christian.

We make good citizens and
good neighbors. You can count on
FWBs to vote in every election, be-
cause we care about this country. We
like to have our say and we don't
hesitate to plug our candidates and
pullthe voting levers.

I'd rather have an FWB for a neigh-
bor than anybody else. If you have an
FWB neighbor, you know your home
is safe as wellas your wife and children.
Most of us mow our yards, too.

W e admit that we have prob-
lems. Free Will Baptists are great
folks, but we don't always agree with
one another. Andwe're human enough
to admit it.

We see this as a strength, not a
weakness. Living with our different
points of view adds a dimension of
intellectual and spiritual honesty that
you don't see every day.

We haggle over little issues and
hammer out areas of mutual agree-
ment on big issues. But we still hang
together. We're that much of a family.

We've had some hard knocks, but
we've bounced back every time. We
know what it means to work together
and listen to the other guy's point of
view.

W e promote worldwide euan-
gell'sm. While we believe that the
local church is autonomous, we also
believe in getting together to pool our
resources and skills to reach the world
with the gospel.

Home and foreign missions is one
note found in every churih. We believe
that Jesus meant what He said about
going into all the world. We feel respon-
sible for everybody everywhere.

We know we aren't the only
people going to heaven. And are
we glad! We're so happy that others
preachJesus and care for lost human-
itv.

But we like the way we do things
better than anyone else. We don't
claim exclusive rights to God and His
promises. We don't want to throw
mud on anybody else's church sign.
However, we are what we are by
choice.

If someone comes to your house
from the local FreeWill Baptist church,
open the door and invite him in. You'll
be glad you did!r
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Leave
Your

P e,ople
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By Jakie Creech

an, did I skin their
hides and then tack
them to the wallyes-

terday!" "This preacher lowered the
boom in that sermon. I let that crowd
have it with allfours.""l tore those folk
out of the frame."

"That old biddy went home with all
of her feathers plucked." "l am going
to keep raking them over the coals
untilthey get on the stick."

Have you heard similar statements
when the preachers in your area get
together for Monday morning coffeû
Sad to say, sometimes these words do
fall from the lips of some of us "tender,
concerned, compassionate servants
of God and faithful shepherds of the
sheep of God's fold."

There's no doubt the Bible teaches
us to preach the Word and to reprove
and rebuke when reproof and rebuke
are needed. But we also need to
remember the rest of that verse,
" . . . exhort with oll longsut't'ering and
doctrine (teaching)" (ll Timothy 4:2).

This is one of those areas where
pastors need to learn the lesson of
longsuffering in order to be the spiritual
leaders of the people. Somewhere
back down the line, some faithfulshep-

herd of God's fold exercised a lot of
longsuffering grace with us.

We all love to see people get saved
and begin to grow in the Lord. What a
joy to see their zealousness in their
new-found faith. As they become
rooted in the Word of God, we see
their lives almost transformed before
our eyes. Their spiritual lives blossom
and soon the fruit of the Spirit is quite
evident. We know that God has been
at work to bring them to maturity.

However, most of us also know the
frustration of seeing those come into
the church who, regardless of how
much you try to help them, just do not
seem to progress. When you think
they are about to the place where you
will begin to see some fruit, something
happens that sends both you and
them into the slough of discourage-
ment.

That's when you feel that all your
labor has been in vain. You do not
doubt their profession, but you surely
do question their progress. Instead of
giving up on these folks, I think it's
time we tried something else.

You Don't Have To Be The
Holy Spirit.

First, it helps to know that you are
not the Holy Spirit and that you cannot
do His work. We must not feelthat the
spiritual progress of our people is left
entirely up to us, If that weak person is
genuinely saved, then the Holy Spirit is
at work in his life too.

The truth of the matter is that the
weak saint is not yielding himself to the
Spirit's direction so that he can be
brought to maturity. We might per-
suade him to do what we want, but if
he does not do what God wants him to
do, he will never mature.

Instead of beating that poor, weak
sheep over the head and raking him
over the coals, we will have to earnestly
pray lor him and u,'ifh him that he will
yield to the working of the Holy Spirit
in his life. He needs to be helped not
hurt. As you know, it does not take
many hard licks to killa sheep that is
already weak and ill.

Waít For The Crop To Grow.
Second, don't think that you have

to know exactþ how deep-rooted every
plant is in your vineyard. Certainly, we
must be concerned that each plant is
rooted and grounded in the Lord and
producing fruit. However, they may
have developed more than we realize.

My hobby is raising a garden and
rooting plants like azaleas and rhodo-
dendrons. Sometimes I have some
plants that are just not growing as I
would like to see them grow. Signs of
life are there, but they are not produc-
ing. I know something is wrong, but I
do not go down the row and pull up
every weak plant and inspect its root
system.

Sometimes you feellike doing that,
but instead, you dig around them and
add a little fertilizer and keep them
watered, and before long, you have



healthy plants. To have pulled them up
would have meant their sure death.

No, you do not lower the boom on
them nor jump on them with all fours.
Those weak ones need some tender
love and care. Again, most of us need a
lesson in longsuffering. We want super
plants producing super fruit in a super
short period of time.

Leave The Judging To G od.

Third, do not feel that you have to
be the final authority and judge of
every person's spiritual maturity and
development in your church. If you do,
you are going to face some shocking
disappointments.

Again, we know that the pastor will
stand before God to answer for his
ministry and, like Paul, we want to
present all our people as "chaste vir-
gins." However, I have found that
some that I thought were the most
mature, when the real test came,
proved to be the least mature. On the
other hand, some I thought to be
unspiritual turned out to be the most
spiritual.

Those seemingly mature ones had
met rny standard of maturity but failed
God's, while some others failed to
measure up to my measuring stick,
but God had done a strong work in
their lives.

When Jesus warned against the
Pharisees' hypocrisy in the Sermon on
the Mount, He made it clear that many
things we do forHim must be done out
of the reach of other men's awareness
and seen only by God in secret (Mat-
thew 6:18) in order to obtain His
approval. So it is not always those who
appear to be mature who are mature.

May God help us as pastors and
teachers of His people to firmly "Preach
the Word." We must ever be "instant
in season, out of season." There is
always the place to "reprove, rebuke"
in our ministries, but let's never forget
to "exhort with oll longsulfering and
doctrine" (ll Timothy 4:2).

We just might begin to see more
realspiritual progress among our weak
sheep if we leave them alone and let
God work in their lives. r
ABOUT THE WRtTffi: Reuerend Jakie M.
Creech has completed six yeors os postor ol
Prospct Free W ill Baptist Church, Dunn, N orth
Carolina. He groduated lrom Free Will Baptist
Bible College in 1961 and subsequently pastored
churches in G eorgio and South Carolina belore
ossuming his presenf posílíon.
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Ifave Yorr Reúrrrrred rlls l.ov e?

By Morris Chalfant

an air of excitement hung
over Rome that February
14,4.D.269. Young men

had been sacrificing to the wolf
destroyer god during the previous
two weeks, hoping that the crucial
drawing of a girl's name would bring
happy companionship for the coming
year.

This heathen feast of Lupercalia
was not significantly affecting the
band of Roman Christians, except
that special prayer was being made
for one of their finest members, a
physician named Valentine. His
powerful witness and compassionate
treatment of persecuted Christians
had resulted in imprisonment.

There seems little doubt that
Valentine had been communicating
to members of his family by means of
homing pigeons with messages
pricked on heart-shaped violet
leaves-messages like, "Remember
your Valentine," and "l love you."

February 14 would be his
execution day. Claudius Caesar II
was infuriated by Valentine's prison
work for Christ. Asterius the jailer
had been converted, and his blind
daughter healed through prayer.

Guards led Valentine to the
execution site where he was
martyred. But over the centuries
Valentine has come to represent
love. The day of his martyrdom has
become a day to honor love.

Whether the story is true, we do
not know. But wouldn't this be a
happier world if people expressed
their love for each other more often!

And wouldn't we be better
Christians if we expressed more
clearly and more constantly our love
for Christ!

We need to get back into the habit
of loving Jesus and letting other
things take a secondary place. We
need to return to our "first love."

While walking past a church one
day, a man saw a young boy come
out, allby himself. It was not Sunday,
so the man asked, "Was there a
service in church today?"

"No," the boy replied. "l was just
praying."

Thinking the lad might have some
problem that required help, the man
then asked, "What were you praying
for, son?"

The little boy answered. "Nothing.
I was just loving Jesus."

There is no higher occupation for
a human being than loving Jesus.
When Christ was asked which was
the greatest commandment, He
replied: "The most important one is
this: Hear, O Israel, the Lord our
God, the Lord is one; love the Lord
your God with allyour heart, with all
your soul, with allyour mind and

with all your strength" (Mark 12:29,
30 NIV).

Valentine's Day has become a
yearly reminder that a search for
love is one of the great quests of the
human heart.

If you have sought in vain for
satisfying love, if you cannot find love
in your heart for others or in their
hearts for you-open your heart to
God's love as revealed in the
sacrificial death of His Son for you.
Your search for satisfying love will be
at an end, and your soulwilldrink
deeply from the wells of salvation.

When receiving a message of love,
one has a choice-to either accept
or reject that message. God,
knowing His own creation had the
choice of accepting or rejecting His
love overtures, nevertheless
continued to send them. At one
point in time His "Word was made
flesh, and dwelt among us" (John
i:14).

Allhas been sent by Him who
cared enough to send the very best.
"For God so loved . . . that he gave
his onþ begotten Son" (John 3:16).

What is your response to God's
Valentine? Have you returned His
love?r

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Morris
Chaïant is a pastor/writer/missionory who
resides inNoruood,Ohio.He hos urriften seuen
6ooks.



By Anne Worthington

hy is it that everyone loves
a baby . . . untilit's time to
keep the church nursery?

Every church I have attended has had
a major problem getting someone to
keep the nursery.

It has been my experience that
either the mothers of the babies, young
teens, or the same sitter, disgruntled
few staff the nursery Sunday after
Sunday. Somehow we have failed to
realize that maintaining the nursery is
just as much a ministry as teaching
Sunday School or any other position
one may hold in the localchurch.

ln 1972 when my pastor husband
and I moved to the First Free Will
Baptist Church in Albany, Georgia we
found a lovely, well-furnished nursery,
but the same old problem-no one
willing to staff it.

We had a growing church, with
babies being born regularly. We real.
ized that in order to attract and keep
couples with nursery age children we
would have to provide a nursery with a
reliable staff.

Our young teens were eager to
help, but mothers were reluctant to
leave their babies with them. At the
same time, the mothers didn't want to
take up permanent residency in the
nursery every service. So a workable
plan had to be activated.

We called a meeting of all the women
of the church, including the teens.
(Teens make capable, reliable nursery
workers, but should be teamed with
adults.)

It was suggested that if enough
women would volunteer, no one per-
son should have to stay in the nursery
more than once a month. This meant
that they would keep the nursery at
their appointed time each month and
would not be called upon until the
same time the next month. We were
amazed at how many women, young
and old, were willing to assist on that
basis.

At that point I posted a list of
Sunday and Wednesday services, along
with the names of those on nursery
duty. Obviously, those who taught
Sunday School or sang in the choir
had to be scheduled during evening
services. Some of the older women
preferred fifth Sunday responsibility

because they would be called upon
only once every quarter.

Twelve women were asked to be
monthly chairmen. (Herein lies the
key to success.) I was the overall
coordinator, seeing to the needs of the
nursery. But the monthly chairman
was responsible for callingeach worker
each week to remind her of her duty.

The monthly chairman was also
responsible for checking during each

service to make certain there was
adequate staff. Other duties included
laundering the crib sheets weekly and
reporting any supply shortages to the
nursery coordinator. I might add that
it is essential to calleach worker each
week, if you want to be successful.

Copies of the nursery staff list were
given to each worker at the beginning
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NURSERY (From page 9)

of the church year. A copy was given
to the church secretary so she could
include the names in the weekly bulle-
tin, along with the name and phone
number of the monthly chairman.

Each month a copy of the staff list
was given to the chairman for that
month. This list included the names
and telephone numbers of all the work-
ers.

If a worker was unable to keep the
nursery at her appointed time, it was
her responsibility to get a substitute or
inform the monthly chairman so she
could make arrangements.

At the beginning of the new church
year, another meeting was called and
we began again. Some withdrew their
names; others were added. The sched-
ules of some changed so the list had to
be revised. Some years the staff had to
be increased, other years decreased.

At one point we had a baby boom
and had to increase our staff to 22
workers a week, but after a couple of
years the baby boom ceased and we
decreased the number of workers ac-
cordingly.

In all my experiences in the church
nursery, this proved to be the most
workable method. The idea has been
passed on to other churches and has
worked well for them.

Why not give it a try! It will give
women, who perhaps don't feel quali-
fied to do anything else, a place to
serve.

By the way, don't limit workers to
women. We used husbands and wives,
especially during evening services, be-
cause our nursery was in a building
separate from the sanctuary, and the
women were somewhat apprehensive
about staying alone.

Keep in mind, the secret to success
is the monthly chairman doing her job,
and the nursery coordinator following

up to verify the results.
Everyone loves a baby. . . especially

when she/he is not stuck in the church
nursery with it every Sunday!t

ABOW THE WRITER: Mrs. Anne W ort hington
is o member ol Donelson Free Will Baptist
Church, Noshuille, Tennessee. S he is completing
10 yeors on the Womon's Nofionol Auxiliory
Convent ion Executive Committee.
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Keynote Speaker
and Workshop
Sessions Leader
T. A. Noton
Author of "Thieues"
"The Joy of Writing"
and writing articles.
Pub./Editor of
"The Christian Writer."

Sponsored by Randall House Publications
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Multiple Workshop Sessions

May 13-14, 1983
Free Will Baptist Bible College
Nashville, Tennessee

For Additional lnformation Write:
Free Will Baptist Writers' Conference
Dr. Malcolm Fry, Conference Director
P.O. Box 17306 o Nashville, Tennessee 37217
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By Marvin Bryant

hy is it that when some-
thing happens, God is al-
ways called on the carpet

13:24-30 for a sample of this type
reasoning.

When the crime was first discov-
ered, the prosecuting attorney (the
servants) began with, "Sir, didst not
thou sow good seed in thy field? From
whence then hath it tares?"

Jesus quickly declared God not
guilty by stating, "While men slept, his
enemy came and sowed tares . . . and
went his way."

Some big name sinners like Elvis
Presley and John Lennon have come
and gone, but the seed remains and
the tares are thriving. And what was
said by the permissive parents? "lt's
only a passing fad." But the fad failed
to fade. Some of our old timers
preached on short-haired women, but
the big need of today is someone to
preach on long-haired men.

Our churches bounce with songs
that have Christian lyrics and a hard
rock beat. And the defense is, "lt
keeps the young folks from going out
into the world!" Why should they? We
have brought the world into the
Church!

When allis said and done, it's David
in Saul's armour. It didn't fit David and
it won't fit our youth today. If we can't
win the battle against the giant of sin
with a slingshot-gospel and the God of
Israel, let's give up and go home.

Unisex has become so prevalent
that it's difficult to tell the boys'choir
from the girls'. Some of the unmanli-
ness has worked its way into the
pulpit. The last time I checked, I
Corinthians 11:14 and Romans 12:2
were still in the Bible and still backed
by the authority of God.

While I'm sure to be labeled as an
old fuddy-duddy, at least I'll not be
branded an old faddy-daddy. When we
go door knocking and the Brigham
YoungYahoos and the Russelite Rene-
gades outshine the Baptist Boys, I
become somewhat alarmed and a-
shamed.

Jesus said, "lt all happened while
we slept." Brethren, let's wake up
before Free Will Baptists become so
tare infested that only the judgment
can sort them out! r
ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Moruin
Bryont postors Winters Free Wiil Baptist
Church, W inter s, Colîlornia.
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Short-term/Long-lerm

Educational Opportun ¡ties
Among

Free W¡ll Baptists

By Larry D. Hampton

he Great Commission is both
the mandate for missions and
the charter for Christian edu-

The church must take seriously
both aspects of Christ's two-fold com-
mand. Without discounting our com-
mitment to evangelism, let us consider
our efforts in edification.

Free Will Baptists have a long his-
tory of involvement in education. Al-
though the denomination has only one
national four-year college, educational
opportunities abound. The article sur-
veys avenues open to those who desire
to be better equipped to serve the
Lord.

Sunday School
For over 200 years, churches have

taught Bible stories in this most famous
school. The Free WillBaptist Sunday
School and Church Training Depart-
ment (also called Randall House Publi-
cations in honor of Benjamin Randall,
founder of the FreeWillBaptist move-

E ment in New England) publishes a full

; line of Sunday School curriculum for
,P every age group.
S While Nursery andPreschoolmate-
U rials are on separate two-year cycles,

f the Primary and Junior lessons follow
Z a common three-year cycle. Bible
R stories are used to teach Bible truths

$ appropriate to the child's level of un-
É clerstancltng.

Teen and adult Sunday School
studies develop according to a seven-
year cycle spanning the entire Bible.

While Sunday School does indeed
convene on Sunday, some have
charged that it little resembles a school.
With the advent of electives this charge
is less valid.

Randall House has published the
following electives: Romons (V olumes
1,2 and 3), Galatians, Hebrews, Sur'
uey ol Church History, Precepts t'or
Practíce, Biblical Ethics, Free Will
Bapt ist D oct r ine s, and F r ee W ill Bap-
físf Missions, Missionories, and Theír
Messoge.

These electives are a part of the
curriculum for The Sunday Morning
Bible Institute. To receive a Bible
diploma, an individual must complete
12 units of study (three years) as
prescribed by the Sunday School and
Church Training Department which
conducts the program. For complete
details about SMBI, write:

Randall House Publications
P.O. Box 17306
Nashville, TN 37217

Church Training
Church Training materials are avail-

able for children (from age 2) through
adults. In addition to the core curricu-
lum, several electives have been pro-
duced for use in Church Training
groups. These include TheMinistry ol
Music, Teacher in Training, andThe
Ministry of Ushering.

Bible Institutes
Between two and three dozen Bible

Institutes dot the Free Will Baptist

landscape. Some areas have several
institutes. Others have none. For in-
stance, in the California's Bay Area
the Richmor¡d School of Ministries
and the Sherwood Bible Institute are
located in neighboring towns.

Some institutes are permanent,
others move about. Kentucky's Bethel
Bible Institute furnishes the teachers
while churches provide the class-
rooms.

The Ohio Bible Institute may be the
most ambitious. Their catalog lists 150

courses available as correspondence
courses year round.

One of the more recent schools to
open is East Alabama Bible Institute
which meets at St. Mark Free Will
Baptist Church in Phenix City. David
Kemper and Ronnie Knighton are the
instructors.

While the curriculum for these insti-
tutes varies, many schools use books
published by the Evangelical Teacher
Training Association (ETTA). Alterna-
tive curriculum is available. The elec-
tives described earlier could be used
profitably in an institute.

Randall House has published "a
basic Sunday School Training Course
of Free Will Baptists" which could
serve as a Bible institute curriculum.
The five titles in the course areOrgan-
izing and Deueloping a Free Wíll Bap'
físf Sundoy School, Commissioned
To Communicate, Pupil Profiles, Dis-
cipling and Developing, and Foifh For
Today.

Perhaps there is not an institute in
your area. If you are interested in
starting one, Randall House can tell
you how. Harrold Harrison has devel-
oped a guide entitledHowToStart A

T
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Bible Institufe. It's a bargain at$i2.75
per copy.

Short-term Training
Roger C. Reeds, generaldirector of

theSunday Schooland Church Train-
ing Department, conducts Sunday
School Revivals across the country.
The Sunday School and Church Train-
ing Department also schedules two-
day mini-conferences called a Confer-
ence for Developing Christian Leader-
ship.

Staff assisting Mr. Reeds in these
conferences are Malcolm C. Fry and
Harrold D. Harrison. Arrangements
for either of these services can be
made by calling the Sunday School
and Church Training Department. The
toll free number is 1-800-251-5762.

LIFE (Lay Involvement for Evangel-
ism) is a new three-night training
session tailored to the needs of the
local church. Jim Lauthern, assistant
director of Randall House Publications,
Ieads this ministry. If you would like to
schedule a seminar, contact Mr.
Lauthern at Randall House Publica-
tions.

The annual Writers' Conference
sponsored by Randall House Publica-
tions is slated for May 13-14 at Free
WillBaptist Bible College. Thomas A.
Noton, editor of The Christían W ríter
will be the keynote speaker and a
workshop leader. Inquiries about the
conference should be directed to
Malcolm C. Fry, conference director.

One of the most unusual training
programs in operation is the Pastor's
School of Farmington Free Will Baptist
Church of Farmington, Missouri. (See
CONTACT August, 1981, page 18.)

Pastor Jim McAllister calls it "a
practical, in-depth crash course for
ministers in the areas of church man-
agement, administration, pastoral
preaching, financing and visitation."
As only two ministers can attend at a
time, there is a waiting list for the one
to two week school. To make reserva-
tions, write:

Farmington Free Will Baptist Church
305 West Columbia
Farmington, MO 63640

Colleges
CCC

The California State Association of
Free WillBaptists operates a four-year
Bible college in Fresno. California
Christian College, which moved to its
Fresno campus in 1966, offers the
Bachelor of Science Degree in Theol-
ogy. While allstudents major in Bible,
one can elect to minor in biblical
languages (a major is also available),
education, pastoral training, missions,
or music.

CCC also offers a two-year Bible
Diploma which includes Bible, general
education, and Christian training
courses. Summer school courses are
offered on demand.

FWBBC
Free Will Baptist Bible College is

located in a residentialsection of Nash-
ville, Tennessee, the "Athens of the
South."The college, accredited by the
American Association of Bible Col-
leges, has grown from a two-year
institution with nine students to a four-
year college with more than 500 stu-
dents.lt is owned and operated by the
National Association of Free Will Bap-
tists.

Now in its 40th year oÍ operation,
the school offers both BA and BS
degrees. Although every student must
major in Bible, it is possible for a
student to earn a second major in one
of the following disciplines:

Bachelor of Arts Degrees
English
Pastoral Training

Bachelor of Science Degrees
Elementary Education
Secondary Education (This major is

tailor-made for those students in-
tending to teach Bible or English
at the high school Ievel.)

Church Music
Christian Education

(A person may earn a major in
Church Music and ChristianEdu-
cation which combines courses
from these two fields of study.
This particular program is espe-
cially geared for the individual
who anticipates a ministry in a
local church as Director of Music
and Christian Education.)

For the person interested in Bible
training and Nursing, it is possible to

complete the Bible major at Free Will
Baptist Bible College and finish RN
requirements at a regular school of
nursing.

A student can structure his own
second major by combining courses
from different fields of study. For in-
stance, consider these possible com-
binations:

Business/Christian Education
Missions/Church Music
Missionsffeacher Education
Business/Church Music
Missions/Christian Education

A major consisting of any of these
combinations, or a similar one, must
be approved by a faculty committee.
The college is eager to help the student
design a program of study that meets
his needs.

The college offers minors in English,
History, Music, Christian Education,
Pastoral Training, Missions, Elemen-
tary Education, and Foundations of
Education.

The Christian Worker's Bible Di-
ploma is a three-year program of study
intended to prepare a student for an
effective ministry in his chosen field
without further education. The basic
difference between this course of study
and the four-year degree programs is
the reduced general education require-
ments.

The college also offers.two two-year
degrees. The first is an association of
Arts Degree. The requirements for
this degree include 20 semester hours
of Bible and theology as well as 43
semester hours of general education
courses.

The Associate of Science in Busi-
ness Degree curriculum includes
courses in Bible and theology, and
general education as well as business
classes. Basic skills courses are offered
in typewriting, accounting, and short-
hand.

Each summer the college conducts
five weeks of summer school. Course
announcements are made in the early
spring each year.

Last fall the college inaugurated a
graduate school. The school offers a
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OPPORTUNITIES (From page 13)

one-year program for ministerial stu-
dents leading to a Master of Arts in
Pastoral Studies.

Hillsdale
Hillsdale Free Will Baptist College

of Moore, Oklahoma, is a Christian
liberalarts college. Hillsdale is owned
and operated by the Oklahoma State
Association of Free Will Baptists. It is
accredited by the Oklahoma State
Regents for Higher Education and is
authorized to offer appropriate Associ-
ate in Arts Degrees (two-year degrees)
and the Bachelor of Arts in Theology
Degree.

Those taking an Associate's De-
gree can concentrate in Biblical
Studies, Christian Education, Mis-

sions, Church Music, Business, Ele-
mentary Education, Secondary Educa-
tion, History, English, or PhysicalEdu-
cation.

The BA in Theolog requires a
Bible major with each student free to
select a minor. Minors are available in
Pastoral Ministries, Christian Educa-
tion, Missions, and Music. A Christian
Education minor can specialize in local
church ministry or prepare to be a
Christian school teacher.

Hillsdale offers courses each year in
an abbreviated summer term.

Since 1975 Hillsdale has offered a
comprehensive program of External
Studies. Home study courses are avail-
able in Bible, church history, church
administration, English, American his-
tory, American government, missions,
psychology, and other related areas.
The cost is nominal-$30 per semester
hour which includes textbooks and
other necessary materials.

For further information, contact
Thomas L. Marberry, Director of Ex-
ternalStudies.

Southeastern

Southeastern Free Will Baptist Col-
lege will open in Virginia Beach, Virginia
in the fall of 1983. President Randy
Cox is now gathering student pros-
pects. Southeastern, which is to be a
liberal arts college, will emphasize
"Bible content, preaching, soul win-
ning, local church, practical methods,
and scholarship."

The areas of study which will be
offered in the new four-year institution
are pastoral ministry, missions, and
youth ministry.

Southeastern Free Will Baptist Col-
lege will be owned and operated by
FreeWill Baptist churches. The college
will be governed by a Board of Direc-
tors who will come from supporting
Free Will Baptist churches.

For complete details of any program
outlined in this article, see the catalog
of the particular school offering that
program.

For additional information about
any of the educational institutions listed
in this article, write directly to that
institution.

California Christian Colleæ
4881 E. University Avenue
Fresno, CA 93703

Free Will Baptist Bible College
3606 West End Avenue
Nashville, TN 37205

Hillsdale FWB Collese
P.O. Box 7208
Moore, OK 73153

Southeastern FWB Colleç
P.O. Box 4919
Florence, SC 29501

Elbert Hubbard said"An education
is a conquest, not a bequest; it cannot
be given it must be achieved." This list
of opportunities for conquest is pro-
vided with the hope that you will
achieve an education and thereby be
better equipped to serve our Lord.t

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reuerend Larry
Hompton is manager ol the editonal division at
the Sunday School ond Church Training De-
partment. He is a graduote ol Free Will Baptist
Bible College, Covenont Theologicol S eminory,
ond Wheoton Graduate SchæI.

ANNOUNCING

F¡fth National
Master's Men Conference

Theme: Faithful In Service
I Corinthians 4:2

April 14-16, 1983
Camp Linden, Linden, Tennessee

Bill Ezell
Conference Director

For further informalion write:
Master's Men Department

P.O. Box 17306
Nashville, TN 37217
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By Alma Worthington

he date-Monday, Novem-
ber 5, 1973. The place-a
Woman's Auxiliary meeting

at church where I was responsible for
the Thanksgiving program.

That Monday had been a runaway
for me. On top of my normal home-
making duties,l sat through a frustrat-
ing class learning how to prepare in-
come tax forms.

Sometime late that afternoon I fin-
ished with the Auxiliary program-
studying the lesson, marking scripture
I wanted to use, and making a poster
to illustrate main points.

My husband volunteered to accom-
pany me to the meeting that evening.
He planned to visit friends while I met
with the Woman's Auxiliary.

My problems started during the
business when burning pain slammed
through my chest and constricted my
breathing. I thought I would choke.
Pain knifed down both arms and my
chest, and threatened to be more than
I could bear.

As I stood to begin the program, I
was rocked by a sensation of floating
on a cushion of air. Everything, every-
body seemed to be floating. The pain
sharpened; I could hardþ speak. I
asked for someone to dismiss the
group, then grabbed my coat and
stumbled toward the car, praying that
my husband Wilbur would be waiting
for me. Thankfully, he was.

As we turned homeward, I whis-
pered to him that I was having a heart
attack. Hewanted towhisk me rightto
the hospital emergency room, but I
preferred my doctor's office.

I urged Wilbur to stop at the first
house where he saw a light. A few
minutes later we pulled into our neigh-
bor's driveway, explaining that we had
to make a phone call. My neighbor
asked the people using the party line
to release it, telling them that we had
an emergency. (l learned later she
knew I was in agony.)

Doctor Dixon, my physician, an-
swered his phone immediately and
said he wanted me in his office as
quickly as possible. It didn't take
Wilbur Iong to drive the two miles.

After examining me, Doctor Dixon
said that something had happened to
my heart. He called the rescue squad
and the hospital and made arrange-
ments to admit me.

As attendants rolled me .into the
rescue truck, I thought, "Oh, I need
someone to help me pray." I was
deeply aware that Christ had died for
me and that through Him I had direct
access to God to pray for myself.

I remembered that whenJesus died
the truth of His death ripped open the
veil in the Temple. I concentrated on
that fact. On the way to the hospital,l
prayed, "Lord, I feel sure that I am
going home to be with You this very
night. I have often thought about dying
and now I am going to see You face to
face."

I thanked Him for my salvation. I
asked forgiveness for all my sins of
commission and omission, thanking

Him for His promise to forgive those
who asked forgiveness.

Calm and quiet washed over me.
The pain subsided. By the time I
reached the hospital,l knew firsthand
about the peace that only Christ can
give. I knew that whether I lived or
died, everything was all right.

The doctors confirmed that I was
seriousþ ill, and scooted me into in-
tensive care. I stayed in the hospital25
days, including Thanksgiving Day. It
took a year to get my strength back,
but today, a decade later,l am able to
do anything I want to do.

I ran head-on into a major heart
attack and lived to tell about it. I've
since been told that 95 percent of the
people who have the kind of attack I
did never recover! I'm convinced that
knowing Christ and being able to pray
made me calm in those first critical
minutes.

Through my long convalescence,l
asked that He guide the doctors and
nurses who took care of me. He did,
and many times took charge, causing
things to happen that neither I nor my
doctors could explain.

No, I am not afraid to die. I'm sure
when that time comes, I won't have to
face death alone. Until then, I'll keep
trusting and serving Him. r
ABOUT THE WRITEßr Mrs. Alma B.
Worthington resides in Ayden, NorthCarolina.
She ís flre mofher ol Free Will Boptist Executiue
Secretary Melvin W orthington.
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(Philippians 2:1930)
By Malcolm C. Fry

nselfishness is depicted in
the occasion of this epistle to
the church at Philippi.

Learning of Paul's imprisonment, the
flock had sent Epaphroditus, who was
possibly their pastor, to convey their
gifts to him, with assurances of their
unchanged love and pledges of prayer
(4:18).

They had wanted to send earlier,
but "lacked opportunity", possibly due
to poverty and/or persecution (4:10).
In sending Epaphroditus back without
delav (2:25-30), Paulsends this epistle
with him. We may wellbe glad, then,
that those dear Philippians sent their
love-gift to prisoner Paul, for as a
result this priceless little epistle came
to them-and to us!

Unselfishness Defined
"Unselfish (ad¡.¡; unselfishness

(noun); not selfish; putting the good of
others above one's own interests; al-
truistic; generous" (Webster).

"Self-denying, selfless, liberal, gen-
erous, considerate, charitable, self-
sacrificing, humane, ungrudging, lav-
ish, unsparing, big-hearted, benevo-
lent" (The Synonym FinderRodale).

Can we possibly live up to that?
What a challenge to the Christian
community!

U nselfishness Described
Paul repeatedly told the Roman

Christians of his concern for the Philip-
pians and asked for someone to volun-
teer to go to them. The people had
listened to him, agreed with him, pro-
posed the motion that "something
should be done," seconded it, passed
it unanimously and done nothing about
it.

He couldn't get anybody to go to
Philippi. Why? Because he couldn't
find anyone to "care" for their well-
being (v.20). The reason was not that
they didn't care, and it wasn't that they
couldn't care enough. They were all

careful about seeking "their own, not
the things which are Jesus Christ's"
(v.21).

They didn't care enough about the
work of the Lord among the Philip-
pians to regard it as their privilege to
make an investment of themselves in
other people. The person who cares
for his own things to the exclusion of
the things of God and the needs of
people has missed the boat of Chris-
tian service.

Dr. H. A. Ironside told the following
story at a Bible Conference: A small
Christian sect of an exclusive tempera-
ment was holding a convention. Out-
side the auditorium there was dis-
played the motto, "Jesus Only." A
strong wind blew the first three letters
away. "Us Only" is too often the spirit
shown by Christians of narrow vision.

What does that imply of a denomina-
tion? To our credit, the reverse proved
true as evidenced by receiving the
Canadian churches into our fellowship
in July, 1981 at our annual convention
in Louisville, Kentucky.

According to the 1981 minutes,
three representatives from the Primi-
tive Baptist Denomination, New
Brunswick, Canada, met with both the
Executive Committee and the General
Board. A letter was read from this
group officially requesting affiliation
with the NationalAssociation of Free
WillBaptists, and thus becoming the
Atlantic Canada Association of Free
Will Baptists. A motion was moved,
seconded and carried to adopt this
recommendation from the General
Board and seat the three delegates on
Wednesday , July 22,1981.

Unselfishness
Distinguished

Timothy and Epaphroditus were un-
selfish! We dare not miss a phrase in
verse 20-"likeminded"-which
means much more than "being of the
same opinion." It is really "like-
souled." Some serve the Lord as if
they are doing Him a favor, and others
serveHim as if He backed them into it,
and they can't get out of it. But praise
the Lord, there are those likeTimothy

and Epaphroditus, who serve with
soul!

Timothy and Epaphroditus were
Christian in name and in nature.
When I was but a lad, I slept in our
unfinished upstairs-an attic, if you
please. Many were the wintry morn-
ings when it was my lot to hop out of
bed onto the cold linoleum-covered
floor.

The only heat in the house was
downstairs as my father banked the
stove each evening. Now there was a
difference between linoleum and con-
goleumas one was cheaper-which, I
don't know, but I am certain that we
had the cheapest. Though neither
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Adapted from a workshop presented at the 1981
Free Will Baptist Leadership Conference.

H. Arrctrong Robens

generated heat, the difference was
that one had cork all the way through
and the other was like veneer with the
cork only partially through.

Timothy and Epaphroditus were
Christians through and through! Note
Paul's decision "to send Timotheus"
(v. 19) and "to send Epaphroditus" (v.
25). He knew there was no question
about their prompt obedience, nor of
their consulting their own conveni-
ence.

U nselfäshness Directed
Consider the spirit of unselfishness;

here are what one might call three

directions of help:
First, Ourselues-"all seek their

own" (v.21). The word"all" is a strong
word, according to Wuest. It means
"the whole of them, one and all, with-
out exception are constantly seeking
their own things, not the things of
Jesus Christ."

It is a common trait to look out, or
after, number one. The number one
priority among today's college stu-
dents, according to the 1981 Carnegie
Council on Policy Studies in Higher
Education, is "looking out for number
1." Me first philosophy makes glitter
and gold a part of the driving force for
this generation.

Even when folk do good things, it is
only to gain kudos and a reputation for
themselves. Compare the hypocrites
of whom Jesus said: "to be seen of
men," "that they might have glory of
Men" (Matthew 6:2Í).I-is their god;
Sef-is their goal; Me, Me, Me-is
their slogan.

Preacher Talmage said, "How
much more beautifulis care for others
than this everlasting taking care of
ourselves." This pathetic condition of
self-seeking is the curse of Christen-
dom in general and of the ministry in
particular.
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UNSELFISHNESS (From page 17)

Paul's words are a scathing indict-
ment against the awful sin of selfish-
ness. Genuine Christian love "seeketh
not her own" (l Corinthians 13:5).

Selfishness appears in (1) seeking
our own pleasure and comfort to the
neglect of that of others-trying to get
the best of everything for ourselves;
(2) seeking our own honor and credit-
wishing ill to one's rivalso that we may
reap the advantage; (3) seeking to
overbear others with our opinion; and
(4) seeking our own salvation-allun-
concerned about the salvation of
others.

Second, Ofhers-"who will natural-
ly care for your state" (v. 20). Most
people help only when Christ's gain is
compatible with their own. This was
not so withTimothy. This verse shows
his outlook. To be known as one who
is always on the lookout to see when
and how to help others is not a bad
reputation to possess or gain.

Compare our Lord, "He saved oth-
ers" (Matthew 27:42). Unselfishness
does not advance, enrich, nor gratifiT
itself at the cost and damage of others.
Like love, it never seeks its own to the
hurt or to the neglect of others.

Third, Our Lord-" the things which
are Jesus Christ's" (v.21). It is implied
here, (1) that it is our duty to be willing
to sacrifice "our own" things, if it be
the means of advancing His cause; and
(2) that frequently this is not done by
professing Christians, for few are will-
ing to lay aside what they regard as
"their own" in order to advance His
cause.

The inference here is that those
who help others help Him. We also
know how the opposite of that is true,
for we remember how the Living Lord
said to Saul, "Why persecutest thou
Me?" (Acts 9:4). It was the Christians
he was hurting. Yes, and in so doing,
Paulwas hurting our Lord.

We recall, too, the words of our
Savior, "lnasmuch as ye have done it
. . . done it unto Me. Inasmuch as ye did
it not . . . did it not to Me" (Matthew
25:40,45).

All this apart, there are those, and
Timothy was one of them, whose lives
are devoted, not consciously to their
own interests, but to the concerns of
the Lord-who care, above all else,
that His Name shall be honored among
men, that His kingdom shall be fur-

thered through the world, and that His
Willshall be done in earth as it is done
in heaven (Matthew 6:9-10).

What is sought? (1) the glory of
God; (2) the good of others; (3) the
greatness of Christ's cause! To illus-
trate this, I call to your attention the
formation of the Church Training Ser-
vice Department in 1964 and then the
ultimate merger of the Church Train-
ing Service Department and the Sun-
day School Department in 1978.

Relative to the first, the 1963 Min-
utes relate the following:

We recommend the adoption of the
following special report of the Executive
Committee relative to a denominational
youth program:

The special committee appointed by the
executive committee of the NationalAs.
sociation to explore the needs of our
youth and the extent to which the needs
were being provided met in session on
April5, 11)63, in Nashville, Tennessee.

This meeting was preceded by extensive
and careful research on the part of three
sub-committees. One sub.committee
surveyed what was being done for youth
within our own ranks, a second studied
the operation of youth organizations in
other denominations, and a third investi
gated the programs offered by independ-
ent youth organizations.

After hearing the reports of these sub-
committees and discussing at length the
needs and possible solutions for a satis-
factory youth emphasis in our denomina-
tion, the committee submits the following
report.

Whereas, there is a need for definition
and clarification of the purpose of existing
agencies working with youth and the
need to draw together under one depart-
ment the youth program which is pres€nt-
ly scattered among the Woman's Auxil-
iary, League and Master's Men, and

Whereas there is a need for new impetus
in our youth work, and

Whereas there is a desperate need for
the provision and promotion of leadership
and teacher training,

Be it, therefore, resolved that our de-
nominational youth program be centered
in one dynamic program designed to
capture the interest and meet the spiritual
needs of all our youth thus winning them
for Christ and the Church.

Be it further resolved that a national
youth director be employed to give full.
time service in implementing such a
program throughout our denomination.

Be it further resolved that the League
Board be expanded to seven members to

allow for larçr participation and that this
board undertake the responsibility for
developing a complete youth program.

Be it further resolved that this youth
program be launched January 1, 1965,
thus giving the existing departments
workingwith the youth eighteen months
to phase-out of their present youth em-
phasis.

Be it further resolved that a budget of ten
thousand dollars be authorized for the
planning of the youth program and the
preparation of literature and other mate-
rials for 11),65.

Note particularly the conclusion
which epitomizes unselfishness di
rected!

ln conclusion, the committee would like
to recognize and express sincere appre-
ciation to those agencies within the de-
nomination such as Woman's Auxiliary,
League, and Master's Men which have
rendered an invaluable service in seeking
to challege and meet the needs of our
youth. lt has been their fa¡thfulness
through the years which has brought us
to this hour of opportunity as we seek to
launch a total program, built upon exist-
ing youth organizations, to challenç our
youth and win them for Christ and His
service (19i3 Minutes of the National
Association of Free Will Baptists, page
l6).

The following year in Kansas City,
M issouri, the National Association met
and approved allproposals as wellas
the name change from League to
Church Training Service (CTS) ( 1964
Minutes, page 51).

Ironically, 14 years later in the same
city and state the NationalAssociation
met and adopted the following resolu-
tion:

Whereas there is a noticeable duplication
of the various phases of the work of the
Church Training Service Department
and the Sunday School Department in
such areas as promotional, billing, and
shipping, etc., and,

Whereas the ministries of these two
departments compliment one another,
and,

Whereas the Church Training Service
Department has had an increasingly difñ-
cult time in meeting its budget, therefore,

Be it resolved that the two departments
be merged into one . . . (1978 Minutes,
page 86, also paçs 8 and 12 for ratifica-
tion).

Unselfishness Dividend
"Unselfishness is the lovely cure for
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Charles A. Thigpen, President

Free Will Baptist Bible College, Nashville, Tennessee

Have You Left Your First Love?
Revelation 2:l-7

INTRODUCTIONi
The Lord knows the condition of every church. He is the

all-powerful God who accurately evaluates each church and each
member. Here he addresses the church at Ephesus, praises the
people for many excellent characteristics and admonishes them
for their one great lack.

How does your church measure up? How about you? This
message should be taken personally by each individual.

I. The Lord Commends the Ephesian Church
A. "l know thy works" refers to their good works (Ephesians

2:8-10; ll Corinthians 5:10).
B. They had developed Christian patience.
C. "Thou canst not bear them which are evil." They were

loyal to truth and did not want growth at the expense of
righteousness.

D. "Thou hast tried false apostles."They vigorously defended
the faith.

E. They had endured suffering, "borne."
F. "Thou hast not fainted." They had persevered, endured.
G. "Thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitans." These were

those who put the clergy above the laity.
Il. The Lord Condemns the Ephesian Church

A. "l have somewhat against you, thou hast left thy first love."
Our Lord says, "One thing is wrong, you don't love me as
you used to."

B. They had substituted service for devotion.
1. They had the Martha complex (Luke 10:3842).
2. Peter failed Christ because of his lack of love for Christ

(John 2l).

3. The first and great commandment is to love Christ
(Matthew 22:36-38).

Ill. The Lord Commands the Ephesian Church
A. "Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen."

l. Remember your conversion experience.
2. Remember the joys and delights of your Christian life.
3. Remember your devotion to Christ, His Word, the

Church.
"Where is the blessedness I knew

When first I saw the Lord?
Where is the soul refreshing view

Of Jesus and His Word?"-William Cowper
B. "Repent"

l. This is a l80-degree turn-a change of mind, heart and
attitude.

2. View your condition as God sees it, confess it, and turn
to God accepting His forgiveness.

3. This means loving Christ supremely (Luke 14.25-26).
C. Renew your commitment to Christ

1. "Do the first works." This speaks of faith and obedience,
2. Give evidence of a changed life: Return to the Lord, His

Word, prayer, Bible study; the fellowship of other
Christians.
"My Jesus I love thee, I know thou art mine

For these all the follies of sin I resign.
My gracious Redeemer, my Savior art thou,

If ever I loved thee, my Jesus, 'tis now."

-anonymous

faction and friction in the churches"
(J. Sidlow Baxter). Many a potential
Absalom in our ranks has abdicated
his position in order to further the
cause of Christ, rather than his own
cause. Result? No split or faction.

Just the opposition of what has
been described in Philippians2:21 "For
all seek their own, not the things which
are Jesus Christ's;" a rare but beautiful
grace-for it is being like Jesus, it is an
element of Heaven itself.

The spirit of self-esteem and self-
importance breaks fellowship. There is
no other way to carry out God's
program with success apart from deny-
ing self. We must do away with all

self-seeking.
If each board or committee, each

department or individual division, were
to insist on separate group advantages,
nothing would be gained beyond strife
and division. Lehman Strauss said,
"When we yield to selfishness, we lose
in the end."

If only we would sit longer at Jesus'
feet and learn of Him we would imbibe
some of the selflessness of the greatest
Servant of all. Serving God as a de-
nomination through unselfishness may
not add up in earthly dollars and
"sense," but it's hard to match the
fringe benefits . . . or the retirement
plan!

May the time soon come when all
selfishness shall be dissolved and the
time, talent, and wealth of the whole
Church shall be regarded as conse-
crated to God, and employed and
expended under the influence of Chris-
tian selflessness.

May we pray for a great baptism of
unselfishness and Christian love as in
the first days of the Church. What
healings would occur. What revolu-
tions would be brought to pass!t

ArcUT THE WRITER: Dr. Malcolm C. Fry ís
ossisfonf director ol the Sunday School ond
Church T r aining D epar t ment.

^öó

lj
q)
fl.
F
O
Fzo
O
à
FI



TDADDNSHI

I
p

I 2
t0C()NFDRDNCD

I
I

DECEMBER CONFERENCE'LOOKS AT LEADERSHIP'

NASHVILLE, TN-Sixty-nine Free
WillBaptist leaders from 16 states and
Canada met at Nashville's Executive
Inn December 8-10 for the 1982Lead-
ership Conference.

The 1982 theme, "Looking at Lead-
ership," featured 13 seminars and a
45-minute slide presentation spotlight-
ing churches in the Atlantic Canada
Association of Free Will Baptists. Eight
of the 13 seminars focused on the
specific problems and challenges of
leadership, including a one-hour open
discussion of denominational prob-
lems.

Free WillBaptist Bible College pro-
fessors keynoted the conference, lead-
ing six of the major seminars, including
Ralph Hampton, "Concepts of Leader-
ship;" President Charles Thigpen, "The
Leader and His Training;" Former
FWBBC Chancellor L. C. Johnson,

"The Leader and His Credibility;" and
Dean Robert Picirilli, "The Challenge
of Leadership."

Missouri Moderator Millard Sasser
and Tennessee Executive Secretary
Raymond Riggs spoke on "The Co-
operation of Leadership" and "The
Leader and His Task".

Two seminars were designed to
aid editors of state papers. Former
N ashville B anner Religious News Edit-
or Bob BellJr. conducted a "How to
Write Better Copy" session. Randall
House Assistant Director J im Lauthern
showed the editors "How to Improve
Layout and Design."

Thursday afternoon of the confer-
ence featured a question and answer
session by Internal Revenue Service
Taxpayer Service Specialist Pat
Warner, who was quizzedon a variety
of general and technical problems fac-

ing local churches.
Former CONTACT Editor Eugene

Workman led an in-depth analysis of
Form EX-101, the white, multi-copy
form used by local churches to report
to the district, state, and national
associations.

Free WillBaptist Bible College Reg-
istrar Charles Hampton presented a
well-researched seminar on "Extension
Training and the Graduate School,"
and called on the denomination to be
innovative in meeting the educational
needs of Christian workers.

Participants at the Leadership Con-
ference received a 7O-page notebook
which included workshop outlines as
wellas listings of 1983 State Leaders,
State Association Meetings, and State
Papers.
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l. Raynrond (L) and Ken Riggs
2. Clarence Burton (L), Millard Sasser
3. Paul Kennedy (L), Raymond Lee, James Raper
4. Gospeliers Quartet
5. Bob Bell Jr.
ó. Lonnie Davoult (L), Charles Cooper
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l. Ralph Hampton (L), Ronald Creech
2. Leadership Banquet
3. L. C. Johnson (L), Melvin Worthington
4. Pat Warner
5. Fred Hanson (L), Richard Adams

1982 Leadcrrhip Confcrc¡c. T.pc.

Quantitf¡

- 
Concepts of Leadership
Ralph Hampton

- 
The Leader and His Training
Charles Thigpen

- 
Ho¿u To Improve Your Layout and
Design

Jim Lauthern

- 
Hour To Write Better Copy
Bob Bell Jr.

- 
The Leader and His Task
Raynrond Rigç

- 
The IRS and Your Church
Pat Warner

l-4 tapes
5+ tapes
Complete set

Qua¡tiþ

- 
Can Anything Good Come Out of
Form EX 101?
Eugene Workman

-The 
Leader and His Credibility

L. C. Johnson

- 
The Cooperation of Leadership
Millard Sasser

- 
The Leader And His Conflicts
Melvin Worthington

- 
Extension Training And The
Graduate School
Cha¡les Hampton

- 
The Challenge of Leadership
Robert Picirilli

Postagdhandling-l -4 tapes, add $1.00
5 or more, add $1.50

Moke checks pøloble to
Sandy Goodlellow

For mail orders mail to:

Sandy Goodfellow
500 Wilclay Drive
Nashville, TN 37209

Address

$3.00 each
$2.50 each
$25.00
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FREE WILL BAPTIST

trewsfront
19&I FWB YEARBOOK

E}(PERIMENT FTRST OF
ITS KIND

NASHVILLE, TN-The 1983 Free tyV ill
Baptist Yearbook, a new project to
combine the 1982 National Convention
M inut es wit h the Chur ch D irectory, is
available for purchase from Randall
House Publications . The Yearbook is
the first such publishing venture in
modern FWB history.

One complimentary copy of the
FWB Yearbook will be shipped to
each FWB church as per instructions
of the National Convention which met
in Fort Worth, Texas last July.

The Minutes section oÍ the Year-
book includes minutes from the 1982
National Convention as reported by
Clerk Waldo Young, as well as lengthy
reports from each of the national de-
partments, commissions, and other
agencies.

The Church Directory section in-
cludes a list of FWB churches and
pastors by states, and a cross reference
designed to help in locating pastors
and churches.

Material in the Church Directory
section was obtained directly from the
272 quarterly meeting clerks through-
out the nation. Church Directory Co-
ordinator Melody Shrewsbury re-
ported an 88 percent response rate, as
188 clerks updated the church/pastor
information in their areas.

The I 9&3 Yearbook also lists general
denomational data, including national
department personnel, national board
members, state papers and editors,
state promotional personnel, full-time
evangelists, as well as tabulated statis-
tical information.

lfl

Ryrie Scott Truett Thigpe¡

NOTED AUTHOR TO LEAD FWBBC CONFENENCE
NASHVILLE, TN-Dr. Charles C.
Ryrie, well-known author and theology
professor, will keynote the 1983 Bible
Conference at Free WillBaptist Bible
College, March 6-10.

Joining Dr. Ryrie as conference
speakers are North Carolina Pastor
Sam Truett, Arkansas Pastor Ben
Scott, and FWBBC faculty member
Jonathan Thigpen.

Dr. Ryrie has been professor of
systematic theology at Dallas Theolog-
ical Seminary since 7962. He served
four years (1968-1972') as president of
Philadelphia College of Bible. He holds
both the Th.D. (Dallas Theological
Seminary) and the Ph.D. (University
of Edinburg) degrees.

Dr. Ryrie has written more than 20
books on Bible doctrine and theology,
in addition to his best known effort.
The Ryrie Study Bíble,

Reverend Sam Truett (37) pastors
West Calvary FWB Church in Smith-
field, North Carolina. TheSouth Caro-
lina native will bring four messages
during the Bible Conference.

Truett isa graduate of the University
of South Carolina and Bob Jones
University. He has served as assistant
moderator in both the North and
South Carolina State Associations.

and as clerk and treasurer of the
North Carolina State Association.

Reverend Ben Scott has pastored
First FWB Church, Little Rock, Ar-
kansas for 11 years. He began preach-
ing at age 20 and has pastored for 38
years in Ot<lahoma, Missouri, and Ar-
kansas.

The S8-year-old minister has two
sons in the ministry, Randy, who pas-
tors at Star City, Arkansas; and Fred,
who is associate pastor in Batesville,
Arkansas. His wife, Genelle, is presi-
dent of the Woman's National Auxiliary
Convention.

FWBBC faculty member Jonathan
Thigpen will preach three messages
during the conference. Thigpen (31) is
professor of Christian education in the
college's Christian ministries depart-
ment. He is a graduate of FWBBC and
Temple Baptist Theological Seminary.

Reverend Thigpen was assistant
director of the Church Training De-
partment (1973-1976). He pastored
three years in Tennessee (1976-1979)
and served as Christian education
consultant (1979-1980) for Randall
House. Thigpen served five years as
National Youth Conference Coordi-
nator.

CHURCH HONORS PASTOR'S 25 YEARS

SOUTHGATE, Ml-Reverend Leo A.
Worley celebrated 25 years as pastor
of Southgate Free Will Baptist Church,
Southgate, on October 10, 1982. The
church honored Brother Worley with
a Pastor Appreciation Day.

Numerous friends and business as-
sociates were present for the occasion,
including Southgate Mayor Robert
Reaume. Church members gave Pas-
tor Worley a gold watch as well as
other gifts.

Special letters of recognition were
read from President Ronald Reagan,
Michigan Governor William G.
Milliken, Attorney General Frank
Kelly, and State Representative
Thomas Anderson.

In his 25 years at the Southgate
Church, Pastor Worley has used radio
and television to broaden his ministry.
He began a television program in the
1950's.



CONVOCATTON LI\UNCHES FWBBC GRADUATE SCHOOL

Graduole School Deon Robert Picirilli

FWBBC President Charles Thigten greets
uisifors.

Gary and Dottie Wright

NASHVILLE, TN-The Graduate
School of Free Will Baptist Bible Col-
lege was officially inaugurated on De-
cember 7,7982 in a formal 90-minute
convocation in the college's Memorial
Auditorium.

Flanked by robed faculty members
and moist-eyed denominational lead-
ers, College President CharlesThigpen
told the nearly 500 guests and students
that FWBBC was recommitting itself
as well as the new graduate program
to loyalty to the Word of God, to the
God oÍ the Bible, to the Gospel that
saves man from sin, to the spreod of
the Gospel, to the concept of excel-
lence, and to the type of Christian
liuing that reflects Christ.

The Graduate School Dean, Dr.
Robert Picirilli, gave the convocation
address in which he spoke of "The
Challenge of Education for the Minis-
try." Citing the Christian ministry as a
ministry of the Word of God, of the
Church, and unto the Lord,Dr.Picirilli
spoke at length about the primary
need to train pastors.

He cautioned against an anti-intel-
lectualism that refused to thoroughly
prepare men to handle the Word of
God. Stressing that there is no higher
calling than pastoring, Picirillitold lis-
teners that the pastor's people do not
need to hear what he thinks, but what
God thinks.

President Thigpen recognized num-
erous guests and friends who had

gathered for the convocation, including
the Founders CIub (individuals who
gave $1000 or more to the Graduate
School), the Executive Committee and
National Moderator, national depart-
ment directors, pastors, missionaries,
Hillsdale FWB College president,
FWBBC Board members (past and
present), and FWBBC employees (past
and present).

Executive Secretary Melvin
Worthington brought greetings from
the denomination, reminding guests of
the two graduate study committees
which were appointedinT9T6 and the
work those committees did in making
the Graduate School a reality.

Dr. Thigpen announced that the
first Graduate School scholarship had
been established by Gary Wright of
California, The Oscar Wright Gradu-
ate Scholarship.

Dr. L. C. Johnson, formerpresident
and chancellor of FWBBC, prayed the
prayer of dedication.

Specialmusic was provided by the
College Choir and the Instrumental
Ensemble under the direction of Dr.
Vernon Whaley and Rodney Whaley
respectively.

An alumnus remarkedat the historic
occasion, "What a majestic sight. What
a majestic idea. Seeing men and women
whose dark hair has grayed while
teaching at FWBBC now offering
themselves anew to the future and to
God for Free WillBaptists!"

HAAS RESIGNS MISSIONS POST; NAMED P.R. DIRECTOR AT SOUTHEASTERN COLLEGE

NASHVILLE, TN-Veteran Free Will
Baptist Foreign Missionary Joe Haas
notified the Foreign Missions Depart-
ment in November, 1982 that he was

I
¡

resigning to accept a position as public
relations director with Southeastern
FWB College by mid-1983.

Southeastern President Randy Cox
told supporters in a November letter
that both Joe and Barbara Haas will be
teaching at the schoolwhich is slated
to begin classes this fallon the campus
of Gateway FWB Church, Virginia
Beach, Virginia.

The Haases were commissioned to
foreign service in April, 1967. After
completing language study, they moved
to Rennes, France where they built a
strong work.

Prior to their missionary service,

the Haases pastored 16 years in North
Carolina, Virginia, Tennessee, and
Oklahoma. Joe was converted at age
12 in Tupelo, Mississippi. He met his
wife, Barbara, while bothwere studying
at Taylor University. They have five
children.

In President Randy Cox's an-
nouncement concerning the Haases,
he reminded supporters of South-
eastern College's 1983-84 projected
budget of $325,000, and encouraged
financiàlsupport to undergird the pro'
gram.
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$5(),ü)o ADDITION COMPLETED lN LOUISVTLLE

tt(ewsfronl
(continued)

GEORGTA PASSES
MAJOR RESOLUTTONS

MACON, GA-Georgia Free Will
Baptists adopted six major resolutions
at their 46th annual session which met
November 18-20, 1982 at White Oaks
Free WillBaptist Church, Macon.

The three most significant resolu-
tions concerned scientific creationism,
Free Will Baptist Bible College, and
differences of opinion. Delegates en-
dorsed a six-paragraph resolution in
support of teaching scientific creation-
ism in Georgia public schools.

Later, delegates approved a vote-
of-confidence-and-appreciation resolu-
tion concerning the administration,
faculty and staff at Free Will Baptist
Bible College.

The voting body then called on
members of the denomination to re-
solve differences of opinion with mutual
respect and the power of Christian
unity.

Officials reported the creation of a
three-person State Association Audit-
ing Comrnittee to audit the books of
the various state agencies, instead of
using outside business firms. Commit-
tee members must be accountants or
have five years professional bookkeep-
ing experience.

In other action delegates elected a
three-man Bookstore Committee to
prepare guidelines for the state book-
store operation.

Georgia Executive Secretary
Herbert Waid said the state adopted a
$240,000 budget for 1983. The figure
reflects support for allstate as wellas
all national ministries of the denomina-
tion.

Surrency Pastor Samuel Wilkinson
preached the keynote address Thurs-
day evening introducing the state as-

E sociation theme, "The Fruit of the'^ Spirit is Love." He was joined on the
F state program by Pastors BillRobinson

(¿ Blanton (Decatur Church, Decatur).
É Georgia Master's Men conducted
Z their fifth annual meeting and breakfast
R on November 20 at thã Ramada Inn.

5 Layman Wayne Elliot, guest speaker,
ñ gave his testimony.

LOUFVILLE, KY-First Free Will
Baptist Church, Louisville, completed
a 2,800 square foot fellowship hall in
January at a cost of$50,000, according
to Pastor Lincoln Varney.

The 40 x 70 foot brick structure
houses six SundaySchool classes and
will serve as an all-purpose building,
including junior church activities. The
new hall features ten foot ceilings,
moveable wall dividers and a kitchen.

PastorVarney said the church plans
to place only folding chairs in the
fellowship hallso the building can be
adapted for a variety of uses.

Work on the all-purpose building
began in October, 1982. Members
volunteered labor, working most Sat-

urdays and many evenings to hold
down construction costs.

Until the fellowship hall was com-
pleted, three Sunday School classes
met in the church sanctuary which
was built in 1968. Pastor Varney
praised the members for their foresight
in erecting the new building.

He said the group hopes to begin
construction of a new $100,000 sanc-
tuary in 1984, a plan which, when
completed, will enable them to turn
the present sanctuary into Sunday
Schoolrooms.

Pastor Varney serves as the Ken-
tucky State Association moderator
and is a member of theNationalBoard
of Retirement.

ENLANGEMENT CAMPA|GN TOUCHES 23 STATES

NASHVILLE, TN-Churches in 23
states reached out in their communi-
ties through the Fall, 1982 Sunday
School and Church Training Depart-
ment enlargement campaign, Ouf-
reach To The Unreached, and re-
corded average increases of more than
32 percent.

DIVISTON CHUßCH

A lst First, Farmington, MO
2nd (None)

B lst Faith, Goldsboro, NC
2nd (None)

C lst Collinswood, Portsmouth, VA
Znd Woodbine, Nashville, TN

D lst Horse Branch, Turbeville, SC
2nd Emmanuel, Wabash, lN

E lst First, Salem, OR
2nd East Side, Muldrow, OK

F lst Grayson, Grayson, KY
2nd Jefferson Road, Sumter, SC

lst Crystall Hill, Lawton, OK
2nd First, Tulare, CA

H lst Chapel Hill, Brownwood, TX
2nd First, Okmulçe, OK

The Spring 1983 enlargement cam-
paign is entitled Always Aboundíng
and will be held March6-27.

The increase was based on the
percentage of growth in attendance
over the previousSpring quarter aver-
age.

Special recognition will be given
those listed below who excelled in
percentage of increase in the various
categories.

CAMP. FALL
AVG. AVG.

688 62

AVEßAGE
TNCBEASE

3.17%

15.59%

4231%
1.Ø%

æ.49%
t9.ü2%

59.08%
56.58%

58.25%
47.ú%

8t.82%
46.46%

131.67%
131.05%

¿l8l

481 338
372 36ó

303 234
2M 205

262 t&.7
238 t52

163 103
175 ll9

t20 6
95.2 65

27.8 12

u4.6 49.6



ILLINOIS CHURCH IN 2OTH ANNIVERSARY'CELEBRATION OF PRAISE'

AURORA, IL-The Butterfield Free
Will Baptist Church, Aurora, observed
a "celebration of praise" at its 20th
anniversary in November, 1982, ac-
cording to Pastor J. Reford Wilson.

Three former pastors were on hand
to help members recall milestones
along the way since the church began
as a mission in the home of Mrs. Rose
Slamans with five people present in
August, 1961. Former pastors Larry
Montgomery and Jim Walker preached
during the anniversary celebration.

Twenty years ago the church met in
the Aurora YMCA, East Aurora High
School, and the Odd Fellow's Hall
before purchasing property at Butter-
field Road and Farnsworth.

The church, sponsored by lllinois
Home Missions Board, organized with
19 charter members on November 11,
7962, and called William Buster as its
first pastor. After Reverend Buster
resigned to start a new church in Elgin,
the Aurora congregation called W. S.
Mooneyham as pastor. Under Dr.
Mooneyham's leadership, the church
nurchased 3.5 acres in North Aurora.

Reverend Jim Walker served as the
church's first full-time pastor 1964-
1969, and guided the group in erecting
their first unit building in1967 . Dr. Billy
Melvin was interim pastor, 1969-1970.
Reverend Larry Montgomery pastored
the church 1970-1978 and led the
group to incorporate an expanded

community ministry, as well as to
purchase a parsonage and construct a
two-story educational building.

Reverend Wilson came as pastor in
1979. ln addition to regular services,
he has led the family-oriented church
to involvement in jail ministry, nursing
home, and hospital outreach.

Jim Walker (L), J. Relord Wilson, Rose Slontons, Larry Montgomery, Billy Melvin

DIRECTORY UPDATE
ALABAMA

Byron Meyer to Liþrty Church, Law-
ley from Mt. Pleasant Church, Brilliant

Harold Pitts to First Church. Tusca.
loosa from First Church, Northport

Tim Hackett to First Church. Dothan
from First Bible Church, New Castle, lN

ARKANSAS
BillCrank to OKean Church. OKean

from Bible Church, Odessa, TX
Lonnie Wages to North Heights

Church. Texarkana from Stewart
Church, Tatum, TX

CALIFORNIA
Jack Crews to Faith Chapel Church,

Rodeo

NONTH CAROLTNA
Fred Lockwood to Grace Church,

Greenville from Tupelo Church, Tupelo,
MS

Jack Cox to Liberty Church, Durham
from Mt. Calvary Church, Hookerton

OKLI\HOMA
Mike Wade to Calvary Church, Nor.

man from Christ's Church, Corpus
Christi. TX

Roger Ballard to Wilburton Church,
Wilburton

DID YOU HEAR THAT

sls ?.t? t T0L0 Yîu
GOD S/6,VJ fHE

PN€ACH€â'S PAVCHECK // /

DADDY, DOES THE BOSS

ALI¡/AYS SIGN THE PAYCHECKS?

SOUTII CAROLINA
Paul Clayton to Hill Side Church,

Florence from Unity Church, Johnson.
ville

Johnny Evans to Little Bethel Church,
Johnsonville

Tommy Martin to Unity Church,
Johnsonville

YES ,SON.
. WHY2

OTHER PERSONNEL
Tommy Bryson to New Life Church,

Lancaster, SC as associate pastor
Terry Rowland to First Church, Lex-

ington, OK as youth minister from First
Church, Enid as associate minister

Richard Brown to First Church, Deer.
field Beach, FL, as music and youth
minister.
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The 68 churches in Tennessee's
Union Acsociation closed out their
fiscal year reporting 1,713 conversions.
Clerk Carl Gallahin says the association
has 132 ministers who preached 8,M6
sermons duringthe year. The group reports
a total membership of 7,290.

Pastor Stanley Konopincki sent
word that attendance at Shady Nook
FWB Church, Oklahoma Cit!¡, OK,
climbed from 38 in August to 7l in Novem-
ber. He reported six conversions, six re-
dedications, six baptisms and 11 new mem-
bers.

Members at Firet FWB Church,
Cheeter, SC, presented Paetor and
Mre. J. B. Smith a check for 93,000 in
appreciation for their l7 years of service at
the church. The special presentation was
made on Pastor Appreciation Day during
the morning worship hour. Pastor Smith
came to First Church in 1965.

Seventy-six years ago he was born in a
log cabin. He turned down a contract to
play baseball with the Pittsburg Pirates. He
was converted at age38 and began preach-
ing eight years later in 1953. The pastor's
name is Walter E. ßameey. Firct FWB
Church, Rock Hill, SC, was organized
by Brother Ramsey in 1959 with 49 persons
present. This past September, the church
honored him with a Pastor Appreciation
Day for his 23 years of service.

The Trinity FWB Miccion con-
ducted their first services on November
21,7982 in Columbuc, OH. Clifford
Ball and Robert Maynard presided at
the service which attracted 3l to Sunday
School and 71 to morning worship. The
group meets in the old location of Herit.
age Temple FWB Church, Colum-
bus, which was located on WelchAvenue
in the city.

Pastor Adrian Condit of Village
Chapel FWB Church, Ceree, CA,
gave the invocation at the state capitol in
Sacramento when new officials were ad-
ministered their oaths of office on Decem-
ber 6, L982. One of the newly elected
officials was Pastor Condit's son, Gary,
who was elected to serve as Assemblyman
of California's 27th district.

The Friendchip FWB Church,
Wilmington, NC, broke its homecoming
attendance goal with 74 people present
according to Pastor Ray Conner. Sep-
tember, 1982 was designated homecoming
month for the church with each Sunday
getting a special emphasis. During the

youth Sunday emphasis, young people of
the church taught all Sunday School
classes, gave testimonies, and provided
special music for the worship service.
Attendance gradually built during the
month from 48 on September 5 to 74 on
September 26.

Pastor Lucian Baker reports 37 peo-
ple saved in two months at Pleacant Hill
FWB Church, Delaware, OH. He has
baptized 20 converts and received 20 new
members.

Foreign missionary Carlisle Hanna
was guest speaker at Little Star FWB
Church, Lake City, SC, when the
group dedicated their 2,100 square feet
fellowship building last October. Accord-
ing to Pastor Van Powell, cost for the
construction was held to $28,000 since the
people volunteered their labor. The con-
struction progressed as money was raised
so that when the building was completed it
was debt free.

Pastor Bobby Blackburn announced
the opening of the Grove Citv FWB
Mieeion at 3975 Arbutus Avenue in
Grovc City, OH. The first service con-
ducted in October had 38 in attendance.

For more than 50 years the Hazel
Creek FWB Church, Kirkcville,
MO, met in theHazelCreekUnion Church
building which was constructed in 1896.
However, as of September 12, 1982, the
group moved into a building of their own.
Pastor Tom Drake says a building fund
was begun in i980 which resulted in the
construction of the new brick edifice.

The New Life FWB Church, Lan-
cacter, SC, dedicated their children's
church according to Pastor David
Anders. What makes the dedication so
distinctive is that the group constructed a
building designed especially to meet the
needs of children. The 600 square feet
building was completed in September, 1982.
Some 58 children were on hand for the
dedication activities.

Pastor Allen Lemone reported 37
decisions at Calvary FWB Church,
Union, SC, in a revival meeting. This
number included 12 conversions and 25
rededications.

The Smyrna FWB Church, Alton,
MO, celebrated its 100th anniversary on
November 7, L982. The church was or-
ganized in 1882 by Rev. A. J. Jonec with
13 charter members. The last surviving
charter member, Delphia McCullough,
died in 1958. The present pastor is lUayne
Adrian.

A new 250-seat sanctuary plus educa-
tional space and a fellowship hall were
dedicated at New Hope FWB Church,
Fredericktown, MO, last summer.
David Kirby pastors.

Pastor Richard Atwood and mem-
bers of Firet FWB Church, New Cas.
tle, DE, broke their attendance record on
October 24 when 205 people came to
church. The attendance record came on a
special push called FRIEND DAY.

During a six-week push to up the aver-
age riding their buses to Sunday School,
bus captains at Farmington FWB
Church, Farnington, MO, averaged
385 per bus. The biggest day came on
November 14 when 504 riders came on the
buses. Jamec McAllicter pastors.

Pastor Dale Burden called it Gate-
way's greatest day. According to church
officials, the Gateway FWB Church,
Virginia Beach, VA, set a new record
in Sunday School when 1,591 attended.
There were 7,762 in church Sunday morn-
ing including 107 military personnel, 54 of
whom had never attended before.

Pastor Claudie Hamee says that
souls were saved on 50 out of 52 Sundays
in 1982 at Firct FWB Church, Bakers-
ñeld, CA. During a special missionary
Sunday for Mikc Cricwell, the church
raised more than $2,000 in missionary
support for Brother Criswell as well as
seeing seven saved during the services.

The Lockman Foundation of La-
Habra, CA, made a grant to the FWB
State Office in California for the purchase
of 1,000Spanish Gospels of John according
to Executive Secretary Paul Kennedy.
The gospels will be distributed by the l0
Free Will Baptist Churches in Mexico.

The Oak Park FWB Church, Pine
Bluff, AR, saw attendance skyrocket
from 166 inMarch, 1982 to313 inOctober.
Pastor John Gilliland reports 29 persons
on visitation.

The Holme¡ville FWB Church in
New Bruncwick, Canada, paid off the
outstanding debt on its parsonage accord-
ing to Pastor Otic Derrah. The $ó5,000
parsonage was completed in 1980.

After 51 active years in the ministry,
Rev. A. F. Fergucon has retired. Brother
Ferguson was pastoring the Mt. Olive
FWB Church in the East Texas District
at the time he announced his retirement at
age 73. He preached his first sermon in
1928 in Arkansas, and since then pastored
15 churches inTexas, California, Oklahoma
and Mississippi.

Rev. Alfred A. Coursey died on
June29,1982, after 50 years working in the
Free Will Baptist denomination. Brother
Coursey was ordained to the ministry in
July, 1935. Blindness forced him to resign
his last pastorate in 1970. During his minis-
try, he helped organize five churches in
Oklahoma.

The Urbana FWB Church, Ur-
bana, OH, organized a Bible Institute



which begins in February, according to
Pastor Roger Childerc. He said the
institute will use the ETTA curriculum to
teach three classes. The institute is a new
branch of the Ohio State Frce Will
Baptict Bible Inctitute. Childers ex-
pects to draw approximately 30 students
from the Urbana, Woodstock, and Spring-
field areas. The six-week courses meet on
Monday nights at the Urbana Church.

Did you know that Pastor Kevin
Francic of First FWB Church, Jack-
conville, AR, and three members of his
church serve on the Jacksonville City
Council? That is taking a very active
interest in the local community.

Firct FWB Church, Ruaeellville,
AR, decided to buy a bus for use in
Sunday School. Pastor Floyd
Wolfenbargersaid an offering in excess

of $2,600 was received toward the bus
project.

And did you hear what happened at
West Sidc FWB Church, Jackcon-
ville, SC? It seems that during a spirited
Sunday aft ernoon gospel singing somebody
sang a snake out of the woodwork who
promptly made his way toward the altar
before some brave saint fatally intervened.
Merrit Floyd pastors. 

^

Top Shelf

Frecdom and Faith edited by Lynn R.
Buzzand (We¡tchc¡tcr, lllinoir: Cro¡r-
way Bookr, 1982, 168 pp., hardbach,
$r4.95).

eligious freedom is one of
America's most cherished liber-
ties.lt is guaranteed by theFree

Exercise Clause of our Constitution.
Yet, many Christians feelthat religious
liberty is being threatened in this coun-
try in a way that it has never before
been threatened.

The Christian Legal Society, an
association of Christian launTers, shares
this concern. The organization spon-
sored the publication of this book in an
effort to challenge the Christian com-
munity of this country to be more
aware of what is going on today.

FreedomondFaifh is a collection of
essays by different authors. Space
does not permit examination of every
essay, but this review hopes to cap-
ture the main thrust of several of the
more important ones.

Lynn Buzzard documents the ever-
increasing role of government in Amer-
ican society. Governmental regulations
now affect many areas of life which
were strictly private areas a few years
ago. Traditionalrespect for the law is
being lost because of this.

Buzzard also points out that
churches are entering many areas of
life previously considered secular.
These factors have set the stage for
confrontations between churches and
the state.

Francis A. Schaeffer states that
even the very foundations upon which
our legal system is built are changing.
In earlier years, divine revelation was
the foundation stone upon which our
law code was constructed. That is
changing as secular humanism be-
comes more important as the basis of
the law.

William Ball, an outstanding consti-
tutional lawyer with extensive experi-
ence in church-state cases, examines
the impact of several important Su-
preme Court decisions upon Chris-
tianity in this country.

Dean M. Kelley examines areas
where churches and other religious
organizations have come under in-
creasing scrutiny from state and local
governments aswellas from the federal
government. Even grand juries have
interrogated church workers about
the internal affairs of churches.

In his insightful essay, Bernard
Zylstra discusses how Christians can
use the provision of the Constitution
to defend religious rights. Charles
Colson presents some ways in which
Christians can become involved in
improving the criminal justice system.

Two of the eassys are devoted to
church-state relationships in the Soviet
Union. These €ssays contain a great
deal of information which is useful to
Christians.

This book is sobering. It brings us
face to face with developments in our
country which we would rather ignore.
Yet, we must face them if our tradition
of religious liberty is to be preserved.
This is a book which I heartily recom-
mend. A
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l$ John 17:6-19

Jesus' Prayer for His Disciples

hink what it would be like to
hear Jesus pray for you! That is
exactly what happened during

the high priestly prayer of Jesus in
John 17. The main part of that prayer,
verses 6-19, was for the very disciples
who listened as He prayed aloud.

There are three main petitions, on
behalf of the disciples, in this prayer.

But first, in verses 6-8, the discþles
are ídentifiedas the ones to be prayed
for. And an interesting description it is,
based (v. 6) on the fact that they were
first of the world but were given to the
Son by the Father. We have not saved
ourselves.

How did it come about? Verses 7,8
answer. Jesus gave them the words
that the Father gave Him (v. 8), which
includes manifesting God's name (re-
vealing His character) to them (v. 6).
Thus Jesus demonstrated that He
came from the Father (v. 8) and re-
ceived from the Father what He gave
others (v. 7).

Consequently, the disciples are
those who received the truth Jesus
gave them (v.8);who belíeued in Him
as one God sent (v.8); who came to
knou., that He and what He taught
them was from God (vv.7 ,8);and who
kepf His word (v. 6).

'f'he first petition for the disciples
I then present is: Keep them in

your name (vv.9-13). The reason for
this petition is in verse 1la: Jesus was
preparing to leave the world to return
to the Father, while the disciples would
remain in the world.

Verses 12, 13 expand on this: while
present, He had kept them, guarded
them (with only one, Judas, lost to
Him); but He is about to go back to the
Father and offers this prayer before
He departs. They willtherefore know
that His going does not leave them
vulnerable, and they can have fulness
of joy with Jesus'presence and power
as real to them as before.
'T'he second petition is: KeeP them
I Írom the evil one (vv. 14, 15). The

disciples must not think there will be
no opposition. The world will hate
them, as it did Him (v. 14). And behind
that is the evil one himself (as v. 15

should be read), enemy of Christ and
those who are His. The disciples are
not to be removed from the conflict,
but kept in it (v. 14).

T he third petition is: Sanctily them
I in the truth (vv. 16-19). To be

sanctified is to be set apart as a
possession of the Hoþ God. This is to
be accomplished by theWord, which is
the truth (vv. 17, 19).

The battle between God and the
evilone is truth against falsehood, and
the disciples will be identified and
fortified in possessing the truth Jesus
has revealed to them.

Again, they are not to be removed
from the battlefield; indeed, they are
sent into the world as Jesus Himself
was (v. 18).

All of this applies to us, too. And
further, we learn about a Christian's
relationship to the world: he is original-
ly out of the world (v. 6), but still
present in the world (v. 11); even so,
he is not of the world (v. 16) and so will
be hated by the world (v. 14); most
important, he is sent into the world
with the truth (v. 18). ¡
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BY DONNA MAYO

he bottom of the last inning,
and the Wildcats were ahead
by one run. "OK, boys," en-

couraged Coach Finley, "lt's our turn
to take the field. Keep up the good
work!"

Marty looked at Tony who was
pounding his fist into his glove. "VVe've
just gotta win," said Tony with a note
of urgency in his voice. This was the
season's first Little League game, and
it meant a lot to the Wildcats.

"Three to two," said Marty as he
looked at the scoreboard. "We can do
it." As he took his position in right
field, Marty could see his parents,
sister, and brother sitting on the
bleachers. The Lane family came to all
of Marty's games, and today they were
planning a picnic after the game.

"Hold 'em, Wildcats!" cheered
Megan, Marty's twin sister. "Don't let
'em score!"

"Hold'em, hold 'em," mimicked
Jeff, who was just three and too small
to understand what he was saying.

Marty and all the Wildcats wanted
nothing more than to "hold 'em." They
would win if they kept the Eagles from
scoring.

Winners!
The Eagles'first batter hit a single,

and the next one struck out. The third
batter was out on a fly ball. As the next
batter came to the plate, Tony, who
played first base, yelled back to Marty
in right field, "Watch him. He usually
hits that way."

Martywatched intently as the batter
hit the ballin his direction. He reached
up to catch it, but was blinded by the
sun. He missed the fly by a few inches,
and the batter, as well as the man on
first, scored. The Eagles went ahead 4
to 3, and Marty's heart sank. "How
couldl miss it?" he grumbled to himself.
"l've lost the game."

The game was over, and the Wild-
cats had lost.

Marty, his eyes on the ground,
slowly left the field. "You played a
good game, Son," said Mr. Lane as he
put his arm around Marty's shoulders.

"Good?" questioned Marty in sur-
prise. "l lost the game, Dad. If I had
caught that fly it would have been
over, and we would have won."

"But it's not your fault," encouraged
Megan. She hated to see him so sad.

"lt is too my fault," argued Marty.
"l'm just a loser."

"Come on, Marty. Why don't we
take a walk while your mother and
Megan get lunch ready?" offered Mr.
Lane.

"All right," agreed Marty without
much enthusiasm. "l wish I wereTony.
He would have caught that ball."

"Marty, don't say that," answered
his dad. "l'm glad you aren't Tony."

"You mean you're glad I missed the
ball?" Marty asked with a confused
look on his face.

"No, I'm sorry you didn't catch that
fly," replied Mr. Lane. "But I'm still
glad you're you and not someone
else."

"Why, Dad? There's nothing special
about me. I can't play ballas good as
Tony, and I don't make good grades
like Megan, and-"

"Nothing special?" Mr. Lane inter-
rupted. "Of course there is something
special about you. Do you know how
many hairs you have on your head?"
Mr. Lane asked as he tossled Marty's
sandy hair.

"What?" Tony frowned in surprise.
"Do you know how many hairs are

on your head?" his dad asked again.
"Of course not," replied Marty,

"but what does that have to do with
anything?"

"lt just proves how special you are.
God knows exactly how many hairs
you have. He has each one numbered."

"\,¡Jow, that's pretty neat," ex-
claimed Marty.

"Now do you think Godwould take
time to count your hair if you weren't
special?" coaxed Mr. Lane.

"l guess not," admitted Marty. "But
I stillwish I were more like Tony. He's
such a good ballplayer."
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LANES (From page 30)

"Marty, see that tree over there?"
Mr. Lane pointed to a tall oak. "Go
find me two leaves that are exactly
alike."

Marty walked to the tree and started
comparing the leaves. After a few
minutes of comparingsizes and shapes
he looked up at his dad. "Each one is
different. I can't find any that are just
alike."

"Well, let's try those buttercups
over there," continued Mr. Lane. "See
if any of them are just alike."

Marty and Mr. Lane approached a
clump of bright yellow flowers. Marty
knelt to examine them. "They're all
different too," he said.

"You know why?" asked Mr. Lane.
"Because God likes variety. Wouldn't
it be boring if all the trees and all the
flowers were just the same?"

"l guess so," answered Marty. "Hey,
I remember my teacher saying that no
two snow flakes are alike either."

"You're right. And no two people
are alike. God made each one different
on purpose. He made you just the way
He wanted you and Megan just the
way He wanted her and Tony just the
way He wanted him. Now, Marty, do
you think God makes mistakes?" asked
Mr. Lane seriously.

"No, sir." Marty shook his head.
"Of course He doesn't. God didn't

make a mistake when He created
Marty Lane. He made you just like you
are Íor a reason. And you know that
God doesn't make junk."

Marty was beginning to feelbetter.
"lf God knows exactly how many hairs
I have, He loves me too much to let me
be junk."

"Or a loser," added Mr. Lane. "Just
because you can't play ball like Tony,
that doesn't mean you're a loser. You'll
find out what you do best. Everybody's
different, but we are allspecialto God.
In fact, we are allwinners with Him."

"Peter,Marty, are you two ready to
eat?" called Mrs. Lane from the picnic
table across the park.

"Coming," answered Mr. Lane.
"Hey, Dad," said Marty with a gleam

in his eye, "l bet you're glad there
aren't two of me."

"Why do you say that?"
"Because then there wouldn't be

any fried chicken left for you!" shouted
Marty as he bounded across the field
feeling like a realwinner deep inside.r

NEWS OF THE
RELIGIOUS
COMMUNITY

TOP METHODIST COURT RULES
FOR HOMOSEXUAL ORDINAT¡ON

LOUISVILLE, KY (EP)-The top court of the
United Methodist Church says that nothing in
church law prohibitsordination of a homosexual,
and specific decisions about it no¡,¡ rest with
regional units. ln existing church law, "we find
no provisions making same sex orientation a
disqualification from ordination," the church's
Judicial Council said.

Its ruling came on a challenge by the church's
Rocky Mountain Conference to action by Bishop
Melvin E. Wheatley Jr. in appointing an avowed
homosexual to the staff of a Denver parish.

MUSLTMS CLAIM EUROPE trylLL BE
ISLI\MIC W]THIN A FEW DECADES

MUNICH/STUTTGART, Germany (EP)-Mus-
lims are counting on Europe becoming Islamic
within the next few decades. They also expect
that their religion will have the highest number of
adherents worldwide. As explained in AlJslam,
the "Magazine of Muslims in Germany", these
expectations are grounded in the fact that
people everywhere are turning to lslam because
it is "bestsuited to solve the problems of all
eras."

The magazine, which is published inMunich,
states "¡f the human civilization is to be pre-

sewed from destruction, then lslam is the only
religion for the world of tomorrow".

lslam is described as a universal message of
peace in this world and the next. The magazine
go€s on to point out that Muslims have been
very fertile-in most lslamic countries the annual
population growth rate exceeds two per cent.
Then there are the converts to lslam. These two
factors combined have brought the number of
Muslims almost up to the 1,000 million mark.

The number of Christians is estimated at
l,¿l00million. Hinduism hasS&l million adherents
and Buddhism 274 million. According to Al-
Islam the numberof Muslims has already peaked
the 50 million mark in seven countries: Bangla-
desh, China, lndia, lndonesia, Nigeria, Pakistan
and the USSR.

It is also reported that in a total of 53 states
Muslims represent over half of the population.
The Federal Republic of Germany is stated as
having 1.5 million Muslims, the German Demo-
cratic Republic 101,000. The fact that Christianity
is no longer taken for granted in Europe and that
it is increasingly the subject of criticism and lack
of understanding is thought to b€ opening doors
for lslam.

MILLIONS WILL GET SCRIPTUßES
FOR THE FTBSTTTME

NEW YORK (EP)-The world's Bible Societies
are involved in translations that will soon bring
new books of the Bible to speakers of tl6ó

languages. Some portion of God's Word already
exists in most of these languages, usually a
Gospel. As each translation comes off the press
it means yet another step towards an entire
Bible in that language.

Details of these and other translation projects
tallying 574 languages in all are listed in an 85-
page report issued by the United Bible Societies
(URS), the slobal partnership cwering all aspects
of Bible work which the American Bible Society
helped found after World War ll.

One language soon to have an additional
translation is Fon, spoken by 836,000 æople
who live in the southern half of Benin in western
Africa and spill over into the adjoining country of
Togo. Another is Pakpak Batak, sometimes
known as DairiBatak, the language of 1.2 million
tribal people in lndonesia. The report lists
projects in 108 languages to replace old transla.
tions with new.

O'HAIR TO CRUSADE AGNNST.T(X) CHBISTIAIì" SCHOOL B(X)KS

AUSTIN, TX (EP)-Taking a cue from the
fundamentalist Christians, followers of atheist
Madalyn Murray Otlair plan to crusade across
the country against school books that offend
them. "We see this as a rescu€ operation, in a
way," Otlair said.

The groupwillstart looking first for textbooks
in Colorado and upstate New York that they
think are too Christian for comfort. A Christian
fundamentalist attack on textbooks in a sub
urban Denver school district prompted the
atheist counterattack. The fundamentalists
thought the books weren't Christian enough.
The atheists think they're too Christian.

Billy Talley, an advertising writer who heads
the Colorado chapter of Otlair's American
Atheists, said he hopes to "just neutralize them
(the Christians) so that allspecial.interest groups
will stay out of the school system." Talley said he
will file formal complaints about books he ñnds
offensive.

O'Hair said textbooks erroneously teach
that America is a Christian nation, founded on
Christian principles. ln fact, she said, the found'
ing fathers believed God created the world and
then abandoned control over it.

American Atheists, which has 57 chapters in
39 states, maintains that atheists easiþ out'
number fundamentalists in this country. O'Hair
said many atheists haven't come out of the
closet." O'Hair estimates 20 to 27 percent of the
population is atheist. She called the Christian
textbook outcry "a move to return us to the
most idiotic religious fundamentalism that one
can possibly suppos€."
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esus served notice on the
church at Ephesus that all was
not well when He boldly de-

cþred". . . thou hast Ieft thy first love"
(Revelation 2:4).

The active, aggressive, and assertive
beehive church in 1983 faces the same
danger of becoming so consumed by
programs that its love for the Lord
diminishes.

Any church which becomes growth-
centered, gift-centered, goal-centered,
group-centered, or giving.centered,
rather than God.centered does so at
the price of its first love.

Some churches wantJesus present.
Others want Him prominent. But He
will have the pre-eminent place or no
place!

Efficiency and enthusiasm are cold,
deadly words when first love is sacri-
ficed on the altar of get-it-done.

Consider the following truths in the
letter to the church at Ephesus (Reve-
lation 2:1-7).

The Inventory
Christ commends the church for its

progressiv eness-they were an active
and aggressive group.

He commends it for its persever-
ance-they stayed with the work.

He commends the church for its
potience-inspite of attempts by advo-
cates of error, they patiently tested the
error and maintained a firm endurance
amid those who sought to draw them
away from Christ.

Christ commends them for their
doctrinal pu rity-they refused to toler-
ate those in their midst who were evil.

Christ further commends their per-
cepfion-they lived with those who
claimed to be apostles, saw through
their masks, and called them liars.

The Indictment
Having commended them, the Lord

charges the Ephesian church with
dwindling devotion.

They had not changed their doc.
trine, their deeds or their deportment.
Theirs was not a declension of the
head, hands or habits, but ofthe heart,
which is far more grevious. This church
had a serious defect that was not
visible to the human eye.

You see, it is possible to display
right doctrine and right deeds in order
to hide a defective heart. It is so
gradual that the guilty party is the last
to know.

Joseph Parker said it, "The head
may be right while the heart is going in
a wrong direction. Remember, techni-
cal theology will never save a soul.

"lt is right to denounce heresy. We
are bound by our covenant with Jesus
to resist the devil, in what guise soever
he may reveal himself. But, beware
lest while you are having the deeds of
theNicolaitans your love is decreasing.
It is not enough that you are able to put
a multitude of heretics to flight; you
must watch your love-fires, and con-
tinually supply them with the fuel of
heaven."

The Instruct¡ons
Christ counsels the church to re-

member from whence they had fallen,
to remember how it once was.

Who can argue with Barnes?"Noth-
ing is better adapted to affect a back-
sliding Christian or a backsliding
church, than to call to distinct recol-
lection the former condition-the hap-
pier days of piety."

Christ counsels them to repent.
Repent means to change one's mind

or purposes, thus affecting their con-
duct.

They are counseled To repeat the
first works. These works refer to those
which were done when the church was
first established, to engage at once in
doing what they did in the first and
best days of their piety.

Let them read the Bible as they
once did. Let them pray as they once
did. Let them go about their Christian
duties as they once did.

The Incentive
Without repentance, Christ de-

clared that He would personally come
and disband their church. That's tough
language and straight talk.

The eye of Jesus is marking every
declension. And as our love declines,
His anger burns. There is a limit to His
forebearing meekness. Those who
continue to offend Him shallbe with-
out defense and stranded helplessly in
the path of His fury when judgment
strikes.

Those who would not leave their
first love-Christ Himself-must post
a daily quiet time when they regularly
meet the Lord by perusing the scrip-
tures, praying in the Spirit and putting
away sin.

He who will not love Christ su-
premeþ soon discovers that he cannot
love Christ at all!r

The Secretary'e Schedule

February l3 Ohio Minister's Retreat
Big Prairie, OH

February 12 LiÞrty FWB Church
Millington, TN

February 17-18 SC State Association
First FWB Church
Florence, SC

February 2l-27 Sherwood Forest FWB
Church
El Sobrante. CA
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CONTACT

P. O. Box 1088

Nashville, Tennessee 37202

Second class postage paid at Nashville, Tennessee

the
SUPPORT OFALL

is the
CONCERNOFALL

The Free Will Baptist Foundation can assist you in your continual
support of all Free Will Baptist ministries.

o Local church

o State & associational ministries

¡ Cooperative plan of support

o National Departments

For details write:
Free Will Baptist Foundation
P.O. Box 1088
Nashville, TN 37202

FREE WILL BAPTIST FOUNDATION


