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I wish to memorialÞe Arthur Forte,
dead the second year of my ministry,
poor before he died, unkempt, ob-
scene, sardonic, arrogant, old, old,
lonely, black, and bitter-but one
whose soul has never ceased to
teach me.

From Arthur, from the things this
man demanded of me, and from my
restless probing of that experience, I
grow. This is absolutely true. My
pastoral hands are tenderized. My
perceptions into age and pain are
daily sharpened. My humility is kept

soft, unhardened. And by old, dead
Arthur I remember the profounder
meaning of my title, minister.

It iscertainþ time,now, tomemori-
alize teachers, those undegreed, un-
asked, ungentle, unforgettable. In
memoriam then: Arthur Forte.



By Walter Wangerin, Jr.

rthur lived in a shotgun
house, so-called because it
was three rooms in a dead

straight line, built narrowly on half a
city lot.

More properly, Arthur lived in the
front room of his house. Or rather, to
speak the cold, disturbingtruth, Arthur
lived in a rotting stuffed chair in that
room, from which he seldom stirred
the last year of his life.

No one mourned his absence from
church. The man had a walk and a
manner like a toad, a high-backed
slouch, and a burpingcontempt for his
fellow parishioners. Arthur's mind,
though uneducated, was excellent. He
had written poetry in his day, both
serious and sly, but now he used
words to shiv Christians in their pews.
No one felt moved to visit him when he
became housebound.

Except me. I was the pastor, so
sweetly young and dutiful. It was my
job. AndArthur had phoned to remind
me of that.

But to visit Arthur was grimly sacri-
ficial.

After severalmonths of chair sitting,
both Arthur and his room were filthy. I
do not exaggerate: roaches flowed
from my step like puddles stomped in;
they dropped casually from the walls. I
stood very still. The TV flickered con-
stantly. There were newspapers strewn
allover the floor. There lay a damp film
on every solid object in the room, from
which arose a close, moldy odor as
though it were alive. But the dampness
was a blessing, because Arthur
smoked.

He had a bottom lip like a shelf.
Upon that shelf he placed lit cigarettes,
and then he did not remove them until
they had burned quite down, at which
moment he blew them toward the
television set. Burning, they hit the
newspapers on the floor. But it's im-
possible to ignite a fine, moist mildew.
Blessedly, they went out.

Then Arthur would increase the
sacrifice of my visit by first motioning
toward a moist sofa of uncertain color,
and then speaking deadly words: "Have
a seat, why don't you, Reverend?"

Nor did he make my job (my minis-
try! you cry. My service! My disciple-
ship! No-just my job) any easier. He
did not wish a quick psalm, a profes-
sional prayer, devotions. Rather, he
wanted sharply to dispute a young
clergyman's faith.

Seventy years a churchgoer, the
old man narrowed his eye at me and
argued the goodness of God. With
incontrovertible proofs, he delivered
shattering damnations of hospitals (at
which he had worked), and doctors
(for whom he had worked over the
years): "Twenty dollars a strolling visit
when they come to a patient's room,"
he said, "for what? Two minutes' time,
that's what, and no particular news to
the patient. They leave that sucker
feeling low and worthless. God had
listened to their heart, and didn't even
tellthem what he heard! Ho, ho!" said
Arthur, "l'll never go to a hospital. Ho,
ho!"

And somehow the failure of doctors
he wove into his intense argument
against the goodness of the Deity.
When I left him, I was empty in my soul
and close to tears, and testy, my own
faith in God seeming most stale, flat,
unprofitable at the moment. I didn't
like to visit Arthur.

Then came the days when he asked
for prayer, scripture, and Holy Com-
munion, all three.

The man, by late summer, was
failing. He did not remove himself from
the chair to let me in (l entered an
unlocked door), nor even to pass urine
(which entered achair impossibþ foul).
The August heat was unbearable. I
had argued that Arthur go to the
hospital. He had had a better idea. He
took off all his clothes.

Naked, Arthur greeted me. Naked,
finally, the old man asked my prayers.
Naked, he opened his mouth to receive
Communion. Naked. He'd raised the
level of my sacrifice to anguish. I was
mortified. And stillhe was not finished.

For in those latter days, the naked
Arthur Forte asked me, his pastor, to
come forward and put his slippers on
him, his undershorts, and his pants.
And I did. His feet had begun to swell,
so it caused both him and me unutter-
able pain in those private moments
when I took his hard heelin my hands
and worked a splitbacked slipper round
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rom the beginning, I did not
like to visit Arthur Forte.

Contents
March, 1983

2The tfiaklng oî a Mlnlster
Walter Wangerin, Jr.

5 Brlelcase: EYerybody'e
Wrong But lflel
Jack Williams

6 Ju¡l Me and My Boy
Rodney Whaley

8 Dlvorce ln the Parconage
Raymond Riggs

11 Pa¡lors . . . Men o¡ God
Gloria Keylon

12TaRe Heart, Ìtlom and Dad

14 The Sfale of Our Publlca-
tlons
Frank Breeden

18 Latler-Day Jesug
Frank T. Slaughter

21 Elght Flnanclal Facts About
Ñ(BBC
Robert Picirilli

22 F ree W I I I Ba ptltt N ewslront
24 Top Shell

Thomas Marberry

25 Currently
26 The FreeWlll Baptlst Pulpll

Fred Hanson

27 Green Tres Blble Study
Robert Picirilli

28 On Llttle Lanes
Donna Mayo

29 Bulldlng True Fellowahlp
Floyd Wolfenbarger

31 The lYllcslons Mandale
Melvin Worthington

Edltor-ln€hlcl! Dr. Melvln Worthlngton
Edlton Jack Williams
Edltorlrl A¡¡l¡trnù¡: Kristi Bryan

Melody Shrewsbury
Clrculrlþn: G€neva Trotter
Prlnlcd by Rmdrll Housc PuUlcrllont

Yolumc XXX. No. 3

CONTACT (USPS 130-660J, published
month ly by the Nalional,Ass oc¡dt¡on ol
Free Wiil Baptists. Post OlÍice Box
1088, Nashville, lennessee 37202. Ad-
dress all correspondence and subscrip-
tions to th¡s address. Suöscrþflon rafes:
1 year, $8.50; church lamily plan 87.50
per year; church bundle plan,67 cents
pet copy. lndividual coples 75 cents
each. Second c/ass postage paid at
Nashville, Iennossee. Copyr¡ght pr¡vi-
legos, reserved o, 1983 Member ol the
Evange I ical P ress Assoøafion.

-)>



co
!o
(J
¡.
ro

t<

Fz
OI

MINISTER (From Page 3)

it; when he stood groaning aloud,
taking the clothing one leg at a time,
when I bent groaning so deeply in my
soul. I dressed him.

He leaned on me and I touched his
nakedness to dress him, and we hurt,
and his was sacrifice beyond my telling
it. But in those moments I came to
know a certain wordless affection for
Arthur Forte.

(Nou read me your words, "minis-
try," and "service," and "discipleship,"
Íor then I began to understand them:
then, at the touching of Arthur's feet,
when that and nothing else was what
Arthur yearned for, one human being
to touch him, physically to touch his
old flesh, and not to judge. In the most
dramatic terms available, the old man
had said, "Love me.")

The last week of August, on my
weekly visit, I found Arthur prone on
the floor. He'd fallen out of his chair
during the night, but his legs were too
swollen and his arms too weak for
climbing in again.

I said, "This, is it, Arthur. You're
going to the hospital."

He was tired. He didn't argue any
more, but let me call two other mem-
bers of the congregation. While they
came,l dressed him-and he groaned
profoundly. He groaned when we car-
rjed him to the car. He groaned even
during the transfer from cart to wheel-
chair; we'd brought him to emergency.

But there his groaning took on new
meaning.

"l'm thirsty," he said.
"He's thirsty," I said to a nurse.

"Would you get a drink of water?"
"Nor" she said,
"What?"
"No. He can ingesf hothing until his

doctor is contacted. No."
"But, water-?"
"Nothing."
"Would you contact his doctor,

then?"
"That willbe done by the unit nurse

when he's in his room,"
Arthur, slumped in his chair and

hurting, said, "l'm thirsty."
I said, "Well, then, can I wheel him

to his room?"
ttl'm sorry, no,tt she said.
"Please," I said. "l'm his pastor. I'll

take the responsibility for him."
"ln this place he is our responsibility,

not yours," she said. "Be patient. An

aide willget him up in good time."
O Arthur, forgive me for not getting

you water at home. Forgive us 20
minutes'wait without a drink. Forgive
us our rules, our irresponsibility.

Even in his room they took the time
to wash him long before they brought
him drink.

"Why?" 1pleaded.
"We're about to change shifts. The

next nurse will call his doctor. All in
good time."

So Arthur, whose smell had trig-
gered much discussion in the halls,
finally did not stink. But Arthur still
was thirsty. He said two things before I
left.

He mumbled, "Bloody but un-
bowed." Poetry!

"Good, Arthur!" 1 praised him with
all my might. Even malicious wit was
better than lethargy; perhaps I could
get him to shiv a nurse or two.

But he rolled an eye toward me for
the first time since entering this place.
"Bloody," he said, "and bowed."

He slept an hour. Then, suddenly,
he started awake and stared about
himself. "Where am I? Where am I?"
he called. I answered, and he groaned
painfully, "Why am I?" I have wept at
the death of only one parishoner.

Since the hospital knew no relative
for Arthur Forte, at 11 p.m. that same
night they called me. Then I laid the
telephone aside, and I cried as though
it were my father dead. My father.
Indeed, it was my father. Anguish,
failure, the want of a simple glass of
water: I sat in the kitchen and cried.

ut that failure has since nur-
tured a certain calm success.

I do not suppose that Arthur con-
sciously gave me the last year of his
life, nor that he chose to teach me.
Yet, by his mere being; by forcing me
to take that life, real, unsweetened,
bare-naked, hurting, and critical; by
demanding that I serve him altogether
unrewarded; by wringing from me first
mere gestures of loving, and then the
love itself-but a sacrificial love, a
Christ-like love, being love for one so
indisputably unlovable-he did pre-
pare me for my ministry.

My tears were my diploma, his
death my benediction, and failure my
ordination. For the Lord did not say,
"Blessed are you if you know" or
"teach" or "preach these things." He

said, rather, "Blessed are you if you do
them,"

When, on the night before His cruci-
fixion, Jesus had washed the disciples'
Í,eet, He sat and said, "lf I then, your
Lord and Teacher, have washed your
feet, you also ought to wash one
another's feet. For I have given you an
example, that you also should do as I
have done to you. Truly, truly, I say to
you, a servant is not greater than his
master; nor is he who is sent greater
than he who sent him. If you know
these things," said Jesus, "blessed are
you if you do them" (John 13:14-17).

Again and again the Lord expanded
on this theme: "Drink to the stinking is
drink to me!" One might have learned
byreadingit....

But it is a theme made real in
experience alone, by doing it.

And the first flush of that experience
is, generally, a sense of failure, for this
sort of ministry severely diminishes
the minister, makes him insignificant,
makes him the merest seruonf, the
least in the transaction! To feel so
smallis to feelsomehow failing, weak,
unable.

But there, right there, begins true
servanthood, the disciple who has,
despite himself, denied himself.

And then for perhaps the first time,
one is loving not out of his own bowels,
merit, ability, superiority, but out of
Christ: for he has discovered himself
to be nothing and Christ everything.

In the terrible, terrible doing of
ministry the minister is born. And
curiously, the best teachers of that
nascent minister are sometimes the
neediest people, foul to touch, un-
worthy, ungiving, unlovely, yet haughty
in demanding (and then miraculously
receiving) love.

Arthur, my father, my father! So
seeming empty your death, it was not
empty at all. There is no monument
above your pauper's grave-but here:
itis here in meandin myministry. How-
ever could I make little of this godly
wonder, that I love you?r

Reprinted lrom Christianity Tday (September
17, 1982). Copyrighted by Christianitv Todoy,
1982. Uæd by permissrbn.

Walter Wangerin, Jr., author ol the award-
winning Book of the Dun Cow (Harper and
Row, 1978), postors in Euanstille, Indiana.



Briefcase

ive months ago a publisher sent
me a review c opy of, Pøl Peeues,
a 24-carat collection of saintly

giggles compiled by a fellow with a
golden sense of humor.

Pew Peeves dredges up all those
things that ever got your goat in the
Lord's work, and you wished some-
body would muster the gall to say
something. Well, somebody named
Thom Schultz finally did.

My favorite peeve is on page 46
where this wild-eyed character draped
in a baggy T-shirt spreads his arms in a
classic messiah pose and is explained
by the vintage Schultz line: "People
who think they have the gift of im-
maculate perception': the way they
see things is surely the way God sees
things."

The reason I like old baggy shirt so
much is that he reminds me of me.
And if you try hard, you may even
admit to yourself that you, too, have
the gift of immaculate perception.

The trufh ic that at times every-
body displays immaculate perception
symptoms. We really have to fight the
impulse to write off anyone who dis-
agrees with us, whether it be how to
interpret Revelation 20, which version
of the Bible to read, or what makes a
good editorial.

Of course, we didn't corner the
market on the immaculate perception
problem in the late 20th century. The
New Testament Pharisees had the
curse. They knew enough Old Testa-
ment prophecies to figure out that the

Euerybody'sWrong
But

IUIe!

Messiah would come as a King to lead
Israel. They just couldn't handle it
when He scooted into Jerusalem strad-
dling a donkey!

The Pharisees also faced the same
dilemma with John the Baptist who
they said had a devil (Luke 7:33), but
who Jesus said was both the Elüah of
prophecy (Matthew 11:14) and the
greatest man born of woman (11:11).

Now I take great comfort in
the fact that men as close to the
situation as those first century Phari-
sees completely misread it. At the
same time, it is disconcerting to know
that we can study and reason with all
the professionalskills at our disposal,
and still so misjudge a great man that'
we paint horns where God hung a
halo. Perhaps that's one of life's Iittle
woolly worms that we must learn to
accept. ,^

At least, if we know we are prone to
speak first and get the facts later (and
aren't we all), we can police ourselves
to be a little less heavy-handed about
issuing edicts and pronouncing decrees
in the name of God.

But the hole in the road is the
guy who's practically bed-ridden with
immaculate perception and doesn't
know he's got it! He runs data through
his mental computer and announces
results, confident that no thinking man
could possibly disagree, sure in himself
that God concurs with his flawed logic.

Most parents fallinto the immacu-
late perception rut when it comes to
music and TV programs. Those who
swoon at the big band sound and
discover their true identities through
John Wayne reruns need a stiff sniff of
ammonia when they learn that Junior
prefers Barry Manilow and "Joanie
Loves Chachi."

Pastors collide with the immaculate
perception syndrome when Alice

Joybell insists on lavender carpet in
the new sanctuary while Fred
Workshoe prefers brown shag. Have
you ever tried calmly discussing op-
tions with Alice who has "prayed and
found the face oÍ God in this matter"
and Fred who just can't stand purple?
Believe me, Fred hasn't got a prayer.

No matter what you eay, there
willbe enough good people who have
given the issue just as much effort,
analysis, and prayer as you, an{ yet
reached such unbelieveabþ different
conclusions, that it'llmake you wor¡der
if sitting down to negotiate a comþo-
mise is nearly as bad as .you first
thought.

On those things that truly matter,
we already have God',e'spinion clearly
spelled out-the dèity qf Christ, salva-
tion by faith, inspiratìoñ of scripture,
the death, burial and resurrection of
Jesus, the second coming, and other
foundation doctrines.

But there is enough variety built
into God's plans on every levelthat it's
a waste of our time haggling over the
only way to do a thing or the /írsf
priority, or some other will-o-the-wisp
idea.

It'e kind of like trying to select
the perfect bird. No fowlis bird enough
to wear the title. A humming bird is a
wonder of nature, but we also need
buzzards. And the world's most per-
fectbuzzard, while he is everything he
ought to be, makes a lousy humming
bird. Well, I'm sure you get the point.

If we can stop confusing personal
preferences with divine absolutes, we
just might be able to work together.

The worst we could do is listen to
the other guy's opinion. That alone
may so astound him with our maturity
that he willdo a backflip to learn what
makes us so Christ-like. I think it's
worth a try. A
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ake up, Son!
Guess what today
is?" Roddy's 3'8",

zß-pound body turned lazily and
stretched, his eyes refusing to open.
"Today we go to the Vandy game!"

Both eyes popped open. With

adrenalin pumping and a million
dollar smile on his face, my five and a
half year old namesake bounced out
of bed into my arms.

As my wife prepared breakfast,
Roddy and I rehearsed the events we
would follow in this well-planned day:
first, we would drive to the
automotive store and purchase items
for the car, then we would return
home and practice our football drills.

At 11:30 a.m., we would leave for
Dudley Field, home of the Vanderbilt
Commodores. At the game we would
eat hotdogs for lunch, cheer our
team to victory, buy a souvenir,
watch the band, use the binoculars,

listen to the play-by-play
announcer on tne

radio, and sit close to
one another to stay
warm. After the
game, we would eat
at hl's favorite
restaurant.

Sidestepping papers waiting to be
graded, a concert program begging
to be typed, and, yes, even last-
minute touch-ups on my Sunday
School lesson, I thought of the
events that had led to this big day.

It allbegan five weeks earlier
when, after another responsibility at
the college where I teach had
claimed severalevenings from my
family, I told my two children they
could each pick a day and Daddy
would take them to whatever activity
they would like to attend.

Karen, my seven-year-old, chose
to attend an all-day marching band
festivalat a nearby university. Roddy
chose a footballgame.

I felt certain that he would be
content with a local hish school
game ($2 a ticket), or maybe, since
Daddy was an alumnus, a game at
nearby Middle Tennessee State
University ($3 a ticket). Fat chance!
Daddy had bragged about Vanderbilt
University's winning season so much
that Roddy couldn't live with
anything less than a "Vandy" game

($11 a ticket!).
Three weeks before the

game, I bought the tickets and
showed them to old bright

eyes. At this point we
figured we needed the
Lord's help, so every
night at bedtime when
Mommy prayed for

the usual,
t "...takecareof

Roddy, give him a
good night's sleep,
help him be a good
boy at kindergarten

tomorrow;" Roddy
and Daddy were
praying, "Lord, on
November 13, help

us not to be sick,
help it not to be
too cold, and help
it not to rain!"

We began the
countdown-18
days tillthe
Vandy/Virginia

Tech game; 17

days tillNovember
13; 16 days until
the big day.

Every afternoon
possible,l
came home

-1,v-
f-'
I

--f...'-:'

F
()
L.
rtt

ã
F(J
Fzo
O
è

'fu$Jl4s)-Ætdî
WBov [:



early so we could run our football
drills in the back yard. We practiced
passing, catching, hand offs,
pitchouts, tackling, and sacking the
quarterback (The short guy, that's
Roddy, was always the sacker; the
tall guy, that's me, was always the
sackee!).

And, of course, we had to use the
names of the Vandy footballplayers:
"Whit Taylor drops back to pass," or
"Allama Matthews catches a pass in
the end zone lor a touchdown." Our
drills usually ended in one-on-one
scrimmages with Daddy tackling
Roddy and tickling him untilhe
fumbled the ball.

Recovering the fumble was never
as rewarding as seeing my blonde-
haired, red-faced boy laugh so hard
his eyes squinted.

The day before the big day, we
listened to the television weather
report with great interest. Was God
going to answer our prayers? The
weatherman said it would be clear,
but cold. Of course, by this time no
"cold" would be "too cold."

That night at bedtime Roddy
prayed, "Lord Jesus, let tomorrow
be a great day for'just me and
Daddy'." Those words warmed my
heart as I made finalpreparations for
the day for "just me and my boy."

Strange, but being in the ministry
and teaching at a Bible College
seems to take so much of my time
away Írom my family. Of course, it's
always explained away as "the Lord's
work." Like everybody else, I have
plons for putting my family first,
along with a lot of flowery lessons
and sermons about it. But now that I
was about to spend a day, one whole
dag with my boy, it took on the
significance of a national holiday.

I wondered if this shouldn't be the
norm rather than the exception.
Certainly I believed God's Word to
be true when it said "train up a child
in the way he should go and when he
is old he willnot depart from it."

And I preached sermons on
"Fathers provoke not your children
to wrath; but bring them up in the
nurture and admonition of the Lord."

To be quite honest, I made a
specialeffort to discipline my kids
properly so as to set a good example
as a Christian father. Besides, it
makes me look good when my
children behave properly.

But could it be that controland
behavior correction without proper
times of "just me and my boy" could
provoke my children to wrath?
Could it be that fervor for my
"ministry" could cause my own
children to reject "the way they
should go" and the Christ I so want
them to serve?

Could it be that taking Roddy to a
footballgame was indeed my
ministry and "the Lord's work" he
specifically gave to me and me
alone?

As departure time for the game
neared we began packing for the trip
across town: pom poms, toboggans,
gloves, binoculars, radio, a quilt, and,
oh yes, the tickets. We parked some
distance from the stadium. That
didn't seem to matter. This day had
suddenly taken on new meaning.I
was doing the Lord's work!

As we entered the stadium, the
expression on Roddy's face made the
price of those tickets seem
insignificant. He was amazed at the
mammoth stadium, and thrilled at
the "Go Vandy" toboggan given to
him as a promotional item. How
good it felt to be doing the Lord's
work!

Br-;fore taking our seats some
distance from the playing field, we
walked down as close as we could to
see the players as they hustled
through pre-game warmups.

We had rehearsed those numbers
time and again: #lO-Quarterback
Whit Taylor; #80-AllSEC Receiver
Allama Matthews; #34-Norman
Jordan ; *16-All-American Punter
Jim Arnold. And of course, Coach
George Mclntyre.

Roddy's big blue eyes and broad
smile followed the ballas the kickers
booted it 50 or 60 years through the
uprights and into the seats.

Then we took our seats and
settled back to cheer the
Commodores to victory. It almost
seemed that the Vanderbilt squad
had a 12th man on the field playing
"just for me and my boy," for Vandy
led at halftime 24-0 against one of the
country's top defenses.

I tellyou, I felloven¡¿helmingly in
love with that little five-year-old
seated beside me. Every time the
Commodores scored or made an
important first down, I would hug
Roddy and shake him up and down.

As he told his mother when we got
home, "We didn't need our pom
poms; Iwas Daddy's pom pom!"

Vanderbilt's players gave me
plenty opportunities to make Roddy
my pom pom by beating Virginia
Tech,45O.

As we left the stadium, I felt a joy
no other spectator had, for I had
been actively engaged in the Lord's
work, while developing a new love
for my boy. I watched him as we
walked, trying to make gestures like
Dad, seeing teenage boys and
looking at me as if to say, "Dad, I'm
as big as they are!" We ate at his
favorite restaurant, Captain D's; he
chattered non-stop while I listened.

When we got home, he rehearsed
every detail with Mommy-"They
kicked the ball 10 miles high!" "1 was
Daddy's pom pom!" "Vandy smeared
'em!"

Severalmonths have passed now;
the Vanderbilt Commodores finished
the season with an 8-3 record, and
memories of my whole doy with
Roddy stilllinger around the house.
He has his rowdy moments, and
each day requires doses of parental
correction for him, but I'm amazed
how much more responsive he is.

Did it cost to spend that time with
my son? Oh, yes! The schoolwork
stillhad to be done, and there was
another child waiting at home who
needed a whole doy with Dad. My
lovely wife and I needed specialtime
together also.

The monetary costs were also
high, at least for me they were. That
one day of activity with my boy cost
approximatelv $SS. But you know
what? If I had to drop $35 for any
reason, I can't think of a better cause
than "just me and my boy!" 4

ABOUT THE WRITffi: Rodney Whaley is o
member ol the music laculty at Free Will Boptist
Bible Collqe, Noshuille, Tennessee.
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By Raymond Riggs

he first attack that Satan
made on the human race was
on the home.

Today we live in a very complicated
society. We also live in a very polluted
society, and confusion is rampant
throughout our land.

One of the reasons that our society
is in such chaotic condition is because
of the violation of the original law
concerning marriage.

Divorce! Preachers today are faced
with this problem in every church. Not
only are they faced with it among their
members, preachers are faced with
the problem of divorce in the parson-
age.

I would like to present what I think
is God's standard, and what is my opinion
regarding divorce today, particularly
among preachers.

I shall divide the subject into three
categories:

The Scriptural Content
The Social Consequence
T he S pe cit' ic C onclusion

The Scriptural Content
Concerning Divorce

The Mosaíc Law of Dívorce

When a man hath taken a wife, and
married her, and it come to pass that she
find no favour in his eyes, because he
hath found some uncleanness in her:
then let him write her a bill of divorce-
ment, and give it in her hand, and send
her out of his house.

And when she is departed out of his
house, she may go and be another man's
wife.

And if the latter husband hate her,
and write her a bill of divorcement, and
giveth it in her hand, and sendeth her out
of his house; or if the latter husband die,
which took her to be his wife;

Her former husband. which sent her
away, may not take her again to be his
wife, after that she is defiled; for that is
abomination before the Lord: and thou
shalt not cause the land to sin, which the
Lord thy God giveth thee for an inherit-
ance (Deuteron omy 24:.l -4).

The Law of Grace

It hath been said, Whosoever shall
put away his life, let him give her a writing
of divorcement:

But I say unto you, That whosoever
shall put away his wife, saving for the
cause of fornication, causeth her to com-
mit adultery: and whosoever shall marry
her that is divorced committeth adultery.

(Matthø¡,¡ 5:31-32)

The Pharisees also came unto him,
tempting him, and saying unto him, Is it
lawful for a man to put away his wife for
every cause?

And he answered and said unto them,
Have ye not read, that he which made
them at the beginning made them male
and female,

And said, For this cause shall a man
leave father and mother, and shallcleave
to his wife: and they twain shall be one
flesh?

Wherefore they are no more twain,
but one flesh. What therefore God hath
joined together, let not man put asunder.

They say unto him, Why did Moses
then command to give a writing of di-
vorcement, and to put her away?

He saith unto them, Moses because
of the hardness of your hearts suffered

you to put away your wives: but from the
beginning ¡t was not so.

And I say unto you, Whosoever shall
put away his wife, except it be for fornica-
tion, ar¡d shall marry another, committeth
adultery: and whoso marrieth her which
is put away doth commit adultery.

(Matthew l9:3-9)
And the Pharisees came to him, and

asked him, ls it lawful for a man to put
away his wife? tempting him.

And he answered and said unto them,
What did Moses command you?

And they said, Moses sufered to
write a bill of divorcement, and to put her
away.

And Jesus answered and said unto
them, For the hardness of your heart he
wrote you this precept.

But from the þginning of the creation



God made them male and female.
For this cause shall a man leave his

father and mother, and cleave to his wife:
And they twain shall be one flesh: so

then they are no more twain, but one
flesh.

What therefore God hath joined to.
çther, let not man put asunder.

And in the house his disciples asked
him again of the same matter.

And he saith unto them, Whosoever
shall put away his wife, and marry an-
other, committeth adultery against her.

And if a woman shall put away her
husband, and be married to another, she
committeth adultery.

(Mark l0:2.12)
Whosoever putteth away his wife,

and marrieth another, committeth adul.
tery: and whosoever marrieth her that is
put away from her husband committeth
adultery.

(Luke 16:18)
And unto the married Icommand, yet

not l, but the Lord, Let not the wife
depart from her husband:

But and if she depart, let her remain
unmarried, or be reconciled to her hus.
band: and let not the husband put away
his wife.

But to the rest speak I, not the Lord:
lf any brother hath a wife that believeth
not, andshe be pleased todwellwith him,
let him not put her away.

And the woman which hath an hus-
band that believeth not, and il he be
pleased to dwell with her, let her not
leave him.

For the unbelieving husband is sancti.
fied by the wife, and the unbelieving wife
is sanctified by the husband: else were
your children unclean; but now they are
holy.

But if the unbelieving depart, let him
depart. A brother or a sister is not under
bondage in such cases: but God hath
called us to p€ace.

For what knowest thou, O wife,
whether thou shalt save thy husband? or
knov¿est thou, O man, whether thou
shalt save thy wife?

But as God hath distributed to every
man, as the Lord hath called every one,
so let him walk, And so ordain I in all
churches.

(l Corinthians 7:10.171
For the woman which hath an hus.

band is bound by the law to her husband
so long as he liveth; but if the husband be
dead, she is loosed from the law of her
husband.

(Romans 7:2)
The wife is bound by the law as long

as her husband liveth; but if her husband
be dead, she is at liberty to be married to
whom she will; only in the Lord.

(l Corinthians 7:39)

The Social Consequence
Of Divorce

The term diuorce,of course, simply
means to dissolve the marriage con-
tract. Ifyou have read these scr¡ptures

honestly and sincerely, it is not difficult
to come to the conclusion that from
the beginning, God intended a man to
have one wife and woman to have one
husband as long as they lived.

However, we realize that today this
principle is being violated constantly.
We see the consequences of it on
every hand. To dissolve a marr¡age
contract is to indelibly imprint a scar
upon one's life that will be carried to
the grave.

We see the consequences in the
lives of children whose parents are
separated and divorced. Perhaps the
mother will have the children during
the week, and the father has the right
to take them for the weekend.

Children usually love both parents,
but they are torn between parents,
and as a result, we see among young
people today rebellion, confusion, and
suicide. The truth is, we are told that
the suicide rate is higher among teen-
agers in our nation than among any
other age group.

Much of this is caused by the dis-
solving of the marriage relationship
and divorce.

We also see the consequences of
divorce in the economic life of our
society. Usually (and justly so) the
husband will have to provide child
support or pay alinrcny if the divorce is
granted.

Often this means the husband will,
in reality, have to help support two
families. In our economy this produces
a hardship. It not only produces hard-
ship on the divorced husband and the
wife, but it means that funds which
could be used to help propogate the
gospel are often absorbed in the un-
necessary expense of divorce.

We also see the consequence of
divorce in religiouslife. Seldom will the
husband and the wife who are divorced
attend the same church.

And if and when they do, you can
rest assured that there is an estranged
feeling that often grieves the Holy
Spirit. This somehow short-circuits
the power of God in preaching the
gospel and causes the church to be
less influentialin reaching the lost.

Each of you who reads these lines
knows by your own experience and
observation that there are sad conse-
quences and unpleasant situations in
every Íacet of our society because of
divorce.

For this reason, we must return to

the teaching of scripture to our young
people, of the sanctity of marriage,
and for them to be sure before they
choose a mate, that it is the one they
will be willing to live with throughout
their earthly life.

Unfortunately, many preachers are
caught up in the divorce mania. If and
when this happens, it usually means
the end of that man's ministry. There
may be exceptions to this rule (l
Timothy 3:2), but in most cases, if the
preacher is divorced (regardless of the
cause), his ministry is in jeopardy and
his usefulness minimized.

The Specific Conclusion
If you willread closely the scriptural

content on the subject of divorce, you
willdiscover that there are exceptions,
and in my opinion, under certain cir-
cumstances, there are grounds for
divorce and remarriage.

I see one such circumstance in
Matthew 5:32. It seems to me that if
the marriage vow is broken and infidel-
ity is committed, that the spouse a-
gainst whom the sin is committed has
the prerogative to divorce his or her
spouse and is Íree to marry again, if
he or she so desires.

However, even if there has been
infidelity between husband and wife, it
is far better for them to be reconciled
and forgive and forsake their sin and
continue to live together in harmony
and peace. This, not only in order to
please the Lord and show His mercy,
but especially for the benefit of the
children.

Remember, adultery is not the un-
pardonable sin! On the other hand, if
reconciliation cannot be reached and
this sin is committed, it seems to me
that scripture gives the liberty for
divorce and possibly remarriage.

The Pharisees were trying to trap
the Lord Jesus by asking Him this
question. They wanted the privilege, it
seems, to grant the divorce Í.or every
insignificant, trivialthing. This the Bible
does not allow.

There seems to be another excep-
tion, and in my opinion, a right for
divorce and perhaps remarriage in I
Corinthians 7:13-15.
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DIVORCE (From Page 9)

In this admonition from Paul, we
reach the conclusion that at no time is
a Christian authorized to put away a
spouse, whether a believer or not, as
long as that spouse, particularly the
unbeliever, is willing to remain. But if
the unbelieving spouse chooses to
depart and does so, then, Paul says, a
brother or sister is not under bondage
in such cases.

I cannot find inGod'sWord wherea
believer is ever given the right to put
away a companion, except for fornica-
tion. If infidelity is committed, if the
marriage vow has been violated, and
adultery is the sin, and reconciliation
cannot be achieved, then in my opin-
ion, the one who was sinned against, is
as free as though they were dead.

Also, in my opinion, it seems the
scripture concludes that if the unbe-
lieving depart, after the believer has
tried to live right and to be the kind of
example that God expects, and then
the unbeliever continues to resist, and
leaves on their own volition, then the
Christian is not under bondage. This
would give the right to marry again,
only in the Lord.

I have endeavored to make it clear
that these statements are the opinion
of the writer. I am sure that many
would not agree whole-heartedly with
my position.

I conclude that unless there are
justifiable grounds, as so described in
the scripture, that preachers should
not unite people in marriage who have
living spouses.

On the other hand, if we are con-
vinced that infidelity has been com-
mitted, and reconciliation is impossi-
ble, and that they could not live in
peace,or if the divorce was secured or
initiated by the unbeliever, then the
Christian is free, even to remarry, so
long as he or she marries another
Christian.

It appears that divorce, perse, does
not necessarily mean immorality has
been committed. It becomes adultery
when the one who initiated the divorce
remarries, unless the divorce was
granted because of adultery or fornica-
tion.¡

ABOW THE WRTTER: Reverend Roymond
Ríggs is promotionol secretory lor theTennes-
see Sfote Associotion ol Free Will fuptists.
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The home is a busy place when
there is a family. The phone rings; kids
come and go. Children are a blessing
from God, and basically busy little
people. Dad needs quiet time to medi-
tate on his day's happenings and to
relax.

After this, the children start settling
in for the evening. Dad listens to their
experiences, talks with them, some-
times seriously and sometimes laugh-
ingly.

Finally, when the kids are off to bed
and the house is quiet, Dad and Mom
talk and make decisions.

As a wife, watching this routine day
after day (and I'm sure I don't stand
alone in this), I watch in amazement as
my husband's energy is renewed for
another day.

I ask myself "Why? What did God
see in him to call him into such an
important work? Where does the
strength for this new task come from?"

Let me tellyou about my husband,
the minister of God.

Fírsf, he loves the Lord. If you ask
him why, his answer is "Because He
brought me out of the deep miry clay,

and His love and mercy will stand ever
true. If He can do this for me, I can do
something for others, namely leading
them to the Kingdom of God."

Second I believe the Lord chose
my husband because of his dedication.
Jesus Christ is first in his life. The eyes
of the world, it seems, are on our
husbands at one time or another,
whether they are pastors or laymen,
seeking to find fault. Always trying to
trip them up with worldly stumbling
blocks, to find out just how sincere
they really are.

Through what he has learned in
Matthew 5, his outreach to the com-
munity has become greater. He has
grown in the Lord. He is sensitive to
the needs of the people in and about
the town, because of the love of God
conveyed through him to them.

I, as this man's wife, am happy and
glad to be at home when he gets there.
Our children respect their father and
look to him for guidance as a spokes-
man of God. His input to our home is
equally as important as his input to the
community.

I thank the Lord every day for my
famiþ at home and our family in Christ!

ArcUT THE WRïTER: Mr s. Glorio Keylon is a
member ol Bethel Free Will Boptist Church,
Allen, Oklahoma, where her husband, Tom,
posfors.

By Gloria Keylon

e always hear it: Any Chris-
tian growth starts at home. I
believe this to be true.

If we are not faithfulin little things,
we'll not be faithfulin a greater work.
The home front should be a haven of
rest, peace, and quiet for any member
of the family, especially for the minister
of God.
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ake,

one of our pastor friends turned "hip-
pie." Shortly before that, the son of
one of the missionaries we know left
his wife and two children to live with
another woman.

A well-known evangelist's son of
our acquaintance was jailed for shoot-
ing a man in an argument over a card
game.

To come closer home, our own son
was temporarily suspended from the
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Christian high schoolhe attended, for
smoking. Later we learned that he was
going to places we did not approve and
drinking. It nearly broke my heart
some time later to catch him with
liquor on his breath.

Financial reverses, disloyalty of
friends, illness, even death itself-none
of these crush the Christian as much
as the waywardness of his own chil-
dren.

Christian parents today are literally
"worrying themselves sick" over their
children. "Where have we failed?" they
ask themselves in anguish as they see
their children turn their backs on God
and His standards.

I am sure we can safely say we have
all failed in one way or another. We
have tried with God's help to bring up
our children in His way. We have
taken them to Sunday School and
church, had family devotions in the
home, tried to set a good example.

But sometimes we have failed, made
devastating mistakes. Now we look
back and ask, "Am I to blame for my
child's waywardness?"

God, throughSolomon, says, "Train
up a child in the way he should go, and
when he is old he will not depart from
it" (Proverbs 22:6). Did He give this
promise to perfect human beings who
never fail or make mistakes? I think
not.

He gave this reassurance to Chris-
tian parents who sincerely try, though
often clumsily, to bring up their chil-
dren in the nurture and admonition of
the Lord.

What can we do for our erring
children? We can't spank an l8-year-
old and put him to bed without supper.
We can deny him the use of the family
car, but we can't deny him a certain
amount of freedom.

We can't watch over him every
minute to see that he doesn't do the
things that he shouldn't. We can't
force him to read God'sWordoreven
listen to it when it is read.

For allpractical purposes the train-
ing period is over. Now we must let
him go and trust God to carry out His
part of the bargain.

"We must commit Larry to the
Lord," my husband often tells me
when I lie awake wondering where our
2O-year-old son is and what he is doing
at two o'clock in the morning!

Often phrases from the Bible come
to me in those long, weary hours,

rebukes to my unbelief: "Yet in this
thing ye did not believe the Lord your
God" (Deuteronomy l:32);". . . Ac-
cording to your faith be it unto you"
(Matthew 9:29); "Why are ye so fearful?
How is it that ye have no faith?" (Mark
4:4ü.

When we pray for our loved ones
we want to see the answer immediately,
but this is not always possible. God
does not force anyone into His king-
dom. It takes years, sometimes, and
many adversities to bringsome people
to see their need of God.

Perhaps we are praying incorrectly,
asking God to shield our children from
hardship when hardship is exactly
what they need.

One Christian couple prayed for an
unsaved son for years with no evident
results. Finally, in desperation, they
asked God to bring anything into his
life that would wake him up to see his
need of Christ.

Things began to happen almost
immediately. Through a series of cir-
cumstances the son lost his position
and prosperity. In a short while he who
had made his million found himself
hopelessly in debt.

Although this man has not yet
yielded to God, his young married
daughter has, and his wife is seriously
considering it. There is evidence that
God is at work in this family in answer
to the parents' prayer of desperation.

Of course we are concerned about
our children, and rightly so, but are we
worried? God has shown me that
worry is disobedience to Him. It is
unbelief-a sin.

Paul says, "ln nothing be anxious,
but in everything by prayer and sup-
plication, with thanksgiving, let your
requests be made known unto God"
(Philippians 4:6). He promises God's
peace to those who follow this simple
formula.

"Lord, the next time I wake up at
night with that panicky feeling (where
is my boy and what is he doing?), help
me to remember that You love him
even more than I do. You are the only
Onewhocan really help him. AndYou
have promised that You willin answer
to my prayer of faith.

"Lord, instead of fretting, help me
to thankYou forwhatYou are doingin
his life ø,ren though I cannot see it.
Help me to see that my part is not to
nagandworry but tocommit my loved
one to You, then to trust and rejoice.

"Thank You, Lord, in advance, for
what You are doing and are going to
do. Thank You for taking this heavy
burden and giving me peace. Amen."

Update: I wrote this article 12 years
ago. Since that time nearly every way-
ward son or daughter I mentioned has
come to Christ and is faithfully serving
the Lord today, including the one who
served time in prison, the ex-millionaire
and his wife, and our own son. Take
heart, Mom and Dad. God willdo the
same for your loved ones. A

ABOUT THE WRITffi: This article was pre-
pred by a lree lonce writer who prelers fo be
anonymous,
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The State
Of Our

Publicatíons

By Frank Breeden



t's been nine months sínce your
last state meeting. You're anxious
to know how the new state mission

project is doing, who's pastoringwhere,
which Bible Bowl team won the com-
petition, and the latest needs of your
favorite missionary.

ln just a few months you'll be back
at the state association. Hopefully,
you can catch up on the news there . . .

if you get to go. Wouldn't it be nice to
have a way of keeping up with all this
news on a regular basis?

There is a way! If you subscribe to
one of the20 state papers published by
Free WillBaptists, you're able to keep
up with news from your state and the
whole denomination.

Did you know that Free Will Baptist
state publications have a combined
364 years of experience bringing the
news to their people? Our states spend
about $83,000 a year to keep almost
56,000 subscribers informed. On a
more personal level, that's an average
of about $1.48 a year per subscriber.

It is the duty of these editors to
gather the news in its correct form,
edit it, get it ready to be printed, run it
through a press somewhere at a rea-
sonable cost, and send it to their ranks
before the news goes stale-some as
often as 12 times a year. Most of them
do it with no subscription charge.

Free Will Baptists have nothing to
be ashamed of when it comes to the
overall quality of our publications. Sure,
the editors know their publications
can be improved, and they're working
on it.

However, to do the job they do year
in and year out, with the funds and
facilities they have to work with, it's a
miracle we have the quality level we
do.

Of the fourwomenand 16menwho
edit these publications, half are pas-
tors, business people, and housewives
who have to squeeze the task of printing
a paper into their spore time.

The other half are employed full
time as state promotional men who,
more often than not, burn the midnight
oil to crank out another issue just in
time because of other pressing duties.

Were it not for dedicated spouses,
secretaries, and volunteers who assist
the editors on every issue, a state
paper just might not be possible in
some areas.

While it is not true in every case, the
content of the publication a state pro-
duces is a pretty good barometer of
that state's work. The areas where we
have a large concentration of estab-
lished and growing churches maintain
a healty state office which can produce
a more costly and detailed publication.
Such is the case with Arkansas, Cali-
fornia, Georgia, Missouri, North Caro-
lina, Ohio, South Carolina, and Ten-
nessee.

On the other hand, it's amazing
what states like Alabama, Florida, Kan-
sas, Mississippi, and West Virginia, to
name a few, can do without the benefit
of a state office. Canada has one of the
best looking publications and serves
under 20 churches.

Many of these publications have
distinctives which set them apart from
the rest. For instance, Missouri has
the oldest paper among us. the Gem
has been telling Missouri's story for 53
years. Missouri and Ohio papers have
the distinction of being printed by
RandallHouse Publications in the same
magazine format as CONTACT.

North Carolina has the largest circu-
lation of all the papers. The Witness
reaches 8,900 people every other
month. More copies of Editor Tom
Lilly's newspaper are distributed an-
nually than any other paper we have-
in excess oí 53,000.

Alabama holds several distinctives.
It is the only paper printed by a state
mission board, and is the most expen-
sive publication printed. The Alabama
Free Wíll Baptíst Dþesf, edited by
Rev. Dennis Kizzire,spends about 690
per copy, or $15,000 a year. It is also
the youngest of all20 publications.

Pastor and Bible Institute President
BobShockey mails an attractive news-
sheet which holds the record for being
the most economical. The Bethel
Echoes goes to approximately 3,300
people, 12 times a year, for only 6Ç per
copy. It is funded by the Bethel Bible
Institute and serves the Kentucky State
Association.

T he Amb assodor, O hio's magazine,
edited by Alton Loveless, is the only
publication which pays its bills partially
with income from advertising. For $20
per column inch, an ad can be viewed
by the 5,200 Buckeyes and others who
receive this paper every other month.

Although each paper takes a little
different approach, they allare seeking
to regularly inform their constituents

about the work Free WillBaptists are
doing. Not only do they provide a
constant source of news, they also
prove to be an excellent resource in
researching the past. Some of our
most important history can be found
by perusing a stack of old state publi-
cations.

What should you be getting from
your state paper? Your state publica-
tion should give you something that
you can't get anywhere else. So if all a
state publication does is to reprint
CONTACT, it is waste of paper, time,
and money.

Even though a good recap of de-
nominational news is needed, the ma-
jority of the paper should inform you
about your state. If the editor is not
freeto travel the state and gather this
news, the people should take it upon
themselves to send important news to
the editor, regularly.

Don't complain about your area of
the state never getting any coverage in
the state paper when you haven't sent
in anything. The biggest need, most of
our editors would tellyou, is the need
for more news items and articles from
the people.

If you're doing something that
works-building a new sanctuary,
starting a Christian School, burning a
mortage, experiencing revival-tell
somebody!

There are certain ingredients for
which every Christian publication
should strive: quality printing, clear
pictures, correct spelling and grammar,
good paper, and attractive layout and
design, to name a few.

Besides this, there are other ingredi-
ents which can be built into a paper
over the years to make it a well-
rounded state publication. Here's a
sampling of the ingredients now found
in the 20 state publications now in
circulation:

Editorials
State Board's reports
Historical section
Youth articles
Financial reports
Humor
Ministerial chançs
Evangelism
Youth Camp
Obituaries
State Missionaries
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PUBLICATIONS lFrom Page 15)

Conference Reports
Special events
Master's Men
Sermons
National Association
Educational news
Pastors available
Advertising
CTS competition
Poetry
Children's Home
Church reports
Denominational news
Woman's Auxiliary
Missionary profiles
Reader's letters
Sunday School Campaigns
Churches available
State Association
Pastor helps
Itineraries

Many editors have definite plans for
their publications. Alabama is consid-
ering cutting back on the size and
possibly going to newsprint. David
Joslin of Arkansas is attempting to
enroll the remaining 37 percent of their
churches who have yet to subscribe to
TheVision.

The lllínois Newsletter, edited by
David Shores, has plans to expand
from a mimeographed sheet into a
magazine format to allow for more
material. Norwood Gibson has plans
Íor The Informer oÍ South Carolina to
move to a monthly publication.

Tennessee's paper, TheEcho, plans
a 6,000 increase of the mailing list,
according to Editor Raymond Riggs.

With all these improvements, and
possibly the addition of some new
state publications, the Free Will Baptist
news network seems headed for a
promotion. In spite of the billions the
news industry will spend this year to
inform the world, there will still be a
need for the men and women who
crank out nearly 500,000 copies of
Free Will Baptist state publications
each year to continue doing so.

Subscribe to your state paper. Sup-
port it with your papers and finances.
Send in news items, articles, and even
address corrections. Suggest ways that
it can better serve your state. It's the
best way we have of telling our story
on the state level.

If we don't tell it, who will? r

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reuerend Frank
Breeden is public relofions ossistant at Free Will
Boptist Bible Collese. He is a member ol
Donelson Free Will Boptist Churcå, Noshuille,
Tennessee.
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Latter-Day Jesus
What the Mormons reø,lly think about Jesus.

By Frank T. Slaughter

ll ,l ormon doctrine and theol-
I U I ogy may be the most com-
I - L plicated arrangement of
facts, distortions, and myth ever de-
vised.

On the surface, the Mormon view
of Christ seems no different than the
orthodox Protestant view. The Latter-
DaySaints go to great efforts to appear
to be Christian.

But the fact is, an examination of
their system willshow that Mormons
have an entirely different concept of
Jesus Christ than do orthodox Chris-
tians.

Mormon Sources
of Authority

Literary
The Mormon doctrine of Christ is

not based on the Bible alone. They
develop their teachings from five
sources which they consider authorita-
tive.

The Latter-Day Saints base their
system on four books. The Pearl ol
Great Price, wrilten by Joseph Smith
contains their articles of faith. Doc-
trines and Couenants contains revela-
tions given to Joseph Smith and a final
revelation given to Brigham Young.

The Book ol Mormon contains an
alleged account of two waves of immi-
gration to the American continents, as
a result of the dispersion of peoples at
the Tower of Babel.

The first group, the Jaredites, mi-
grated to CentralAmerica. Because of
internal wars the Jaredites were de-
stroyed.

The second migration was that of a
Jewish family, led by Lehi, which set-
tled in South America and became two
great nations. The Nephites were those
who followed God's commandments.
The Lamanites were those who re-
belled against God.

In A.D. 34, Christ appeared to the
Nephites, preached the gospel, insti-
tuted baptism and communion, along
with the Priesthood and other cere-
monies. After a period oÍ 200 years,
the Nephites and Lamanites became
hostile toward one another. The
Lamanites destroyed the Nephites.

The history of these people had
been recorded by Mormon on golden
plates and buried in the hill Cumorah.

In the final battle between the
Lamanites and the Nephites, all the
Nephites were killed except one,
Moroni. Moroni, the son of Mormon,
then added additional plates. Four
hundred years later, in 1823-27, Moroni
(now an angel) appears to Joseph
Smith revealing the whereabouts of
the plates.

Mormons claim that II Corinthians
13:1, "ln the mouth of two or three
witnesses every word shall be estab-
lished" is substantiation that the Book
of Mormonis a witness on the western
continent, the Bible on the eastern.

The King James Version of the
Bible is another authoritative source in
the Mormon system. The Latter-Day
Saints have a translation of the Bible
known as the Inspired Version, but
use the King James because the In-
spired Version was never completed
by Joseph Smith.

From their understanding of II Co-
rinthians 13:1, then, the Bible and the
Book of Mormon are witnesses of the
same Christ. Even though they believe
the Bible is subject to correct transla-
tion, the Latter-Day Saints stress that
there is no conflict of authorities.

The facts show, however, that there
are many glowing contradictions be-
tween the Bible and the Book of
Mormon. By stating that the Bible
must be correctly translated, Mormons
have a way out when conflicts occur.

The President

Their President is the fifth source of
authority for the Mormon church. The
President is a "revelator."

Doctrines and Covenanfs contains
revelations to Joseph Smith. The state-
ment that the head of the church is a
source of authority from God, known
as the President, comes from a work
by Joseph Smith.

Mormons accept that Joseph Smith,
and subsequent heads of the church,
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pass on to the church revelations
direct from God. The authority of the
President is firmly established because
the Latter-Day Saints believe the Presi-
dent is "aseer, a revelator, a translator,
and a prophet having all the gifts of
God." What he says can become the
doctrine of the church.

Consequently, their doctrines are
never settled and can be added to.

Mormons do not accept any author-
ity outside themselves. When consid-
ering the Bible, the Bible is accepted
only as far as it is "correctly trans-
lated."

Neither the Book of Mormon nor
any of their other sources carry that
same stipulation. Therefore, when con-
sidering their view of Christ, be as-
sured that it is theirs and not something
they developed from other sources.

Jesus In Eterniþ Past
Orthodox Christiaqity professes

that Jesus Christ is a member of the
Godhead and as such is eternal. He
had no beginning, He always was, and
always willbe.

Mormons believe that Christ is a
spirit-child as are all of us. We all had
spirits which existed prior to our
bodies, begotten by God and later
born into the eternalworld.

Christ's relationship to us is simply
that He was first; He is greater in
degree, not in kind. We allexisted as
spirits; He was first to take a body
upon this earth.

We might think that this brings
Christ down to the levelof man, but in
the Mormon system it means that
individuals are on the same level as
Christ.

Christ and the Trinity
Mormon teaching concerning the

Trinity is most confusing. Sometimes
they teach what could be understood
as an orthodox view, while at other
times they teach there is only one God
not a Trinity, and still again the plurality
of gods.

In the Book of Mormon (ll Nephi
32:2L and Alma 11:zl4), the Trinity is
taught. From Ïeochings of Joseph
Smifh this is refuted and the plurality
of gods is given.

Since Mormons believe that God
reveals new truth through the Presi-
dent, their views can change. The
current view is that of plurality of gods.

All Mormons are spirit-children of
Elohim and willone day be as God is.
They will be God themselves which
must negate any concept of a Trinity
as orthodox Christianity professes.

Jesus as Creator
The Latter-Day Saints attribute the

creation of "this earth" to Jesus Christ.
He was, however, helped by: Michael
who was Adam, perhaps Noah and
Enoch, Abraham, Moses, Peter, James
and John, and possibly Joseph Smith.

This theory does away with Christ's
omnipotence. It also implies that others
(pre-existent spirit-children) had power
to create.

However the Mormon idea of crea-
tion is different-they believe that
nothing is created, but organized. All
matter has always existed and was not
created. Matter had no beginning and
will have no end.

The word create is redefined as
organize. So when it is said that Jesus
created the world, they mean some-
thing else altogether.

Jesus On Earth
The orthodox Christian teachings

about Christ becoming a man are
taken from the Bible, which teaches
that the virgin Mary was found preg-
nant without the aid of a man, that the
Holy Spirit caused her to receive the
seed of Jesus without physical union.

Mormons believe that the Father
cohabited with Mary, a mortal, and
she conceived in the normal manner.
An immortal God cohabited with a
mortal.

This givesJesus a specialplace and
rank because of His unique birth, not
unlike myths of Greek and Roman
Iiterature.

Christ's Worl¡
Instead of man being separated

from God and unable to be reunited
except through Christ, Mormon teach-
ing is that God used Adam's fall to
bring man to Him.

Christians believe that the atone-
ment Christ offers is the onþ way to
restore men to God;Mormons believe
they can pay for reunion. Joseph Smith
says that those who die without the
knowledge of the gospel will have to
pay for their transgressions. They also
profess to believe that through the
atonement of Christ all men may be
saved.

Confusing, until one knows the
Latter-Day Saints have two levels of
salvation. Universal salvation is avail-
able to all because Christ died and,
thereby, everyone will be resurrected.
Individual salvation is to those who
believe and obey.

If one does not believe and obey
now, he will later. All their statements
lead one to believe salvation can be
attained before or after physical death.

Christians believe that people who
do not accept the atonement of Christ
at death willhave no more opportunity
to be saved. Their separation from
God leaves them in Hell. The atone-
ment loses its significance if it means
that all men will have universalsalva-
tion. Man then has no need to be
saved or to fear Hell.

One wonders what the significance
of the atonement is to the average
Mormon. The demands of justice re-
quire the atonement, but man is indi-
vidually savedas he believesand obeys.
The absence of the absolute necessity
for Christ's atonement makes it diffi-
cult or maybe even impossible for an
orthodox Christian to understand what
Mormons mean when they say faith is
necessary to salvation.

To complicate the issue even more,
Mormons do believe in Hellfor a small
group of the worst sinners.

The atonement then became an act
whereby all men are saved in a uni-
versal sense. Individual salvation then
becomes what the Mormon is seeking.
Since Christ's atonement is applied to
all, individual salvation becomes the
more significant aspect. Individual sal-
vation involves being accepted into
the CelestialKingdom.

The Celestial Kingdom is where
one may dwell in the presence of God.
The Terrestrial Kingdom and Telestial
Kingdom willbe where those who are
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LATTER-DAY (From Page 19)

not individually savedwill live eternally.
The Terrestrial for those who were
morally clean or received the gospel
after death, the Telestial for the un-
clean.

The work of Christ then only plays
a part in salvation in the Mormon
system, rather than being the most
important point as in Christianity.

Christ and Baptism
Mormons believe that through re-

pentance and faith and remission of
sins by baptism one is saved. Baptism
is essential.

Because the "restored gospel" was
given to Joseph Smith in 1823, allwho
died before have no remission of sins.
The Mormon belief in baptism for the
dead is the result. By acting as a
substitute, for the dead, one may be
baptized for them, making them able
to meet the requirements of salvation.

Baptism as a symbol of entrance
into the family of God becomes a

legalistic means of meeting a require-
ment.

Christ and Polygamy
Nowhere in the Bible is there any

reÍ,erence to Christ having been mar-
ried. Mormon teaching, however, tells
us a different story.

Brigham Young stated that Mary,
Martha, and Mary Magdalene were
Christ's wives. The marriage feast
when Jesus turned water into wine
was an occasion of one of His mar'
riages.

The early Mormon church taught
and practiced to some degree, polyg'
amy.In later years the church discour-
aged the practice because of the con'
flict with the government. Although
the law prohibited their practice of
polygamy, their teachings have not
changed.

The Bible does not teach that Christ
was married, much less a polygamist.
This is a clear example of a Mormon
view being fabricated to satisfy the
teaching of their system.

Conclusions
The Bible teaches that it is a com-

plete and final source, yet Mormons
ignore its teachings by insisting it is
only correct as properly translated.

Christ was a spirit'child just as we
allwere; the difference being that He
was first.

The Mormon doctrine of the Trinity
is made up of a series of conflicting
statements.

Their teachings destroy the omnipo-
tence of Christ because He was helped
in the creation of the earth by others.

The miraculous is taken out of the
incarnation.

The work of Christ is obscure. A
person does not need to be saved to
avoid Hell; he can pay for his sins. All
men are saved, but go to different
places determined by how good and
moral they were.

Baptism is not a symbol of dying to
self and beingborn anew in Christ, but
is an act whereby one assures his
place in a higher Mormon heaven.

Christ was not single; He was mar-
ried to at least three women, maybe
more.

The god of the Mormons is not the
God of the Bible; their christ is not the
Christ of orthodox Christianity.

What of the Mormons? Heresy
simple and straightforward! t
ABOUT THE WRITEß: F rank T. Sloughter is o
member ol Horton Heights Free Will Boptíst
Church, Noshuille, Tennessee, where he serues
as a deacon ond os Sundoy School Superin'
tendent. Mr. Slaughter is a 1972 graduate ol
Free Will Baptist Bible College.

DIRECTORY
UPDATE

GEORGIA
Len Blanchard to Lyons Church,

Lyons
Chester Rineer to First Church, Val'

dosta

NOFTHCANOLINA
James Avery to Faith Church, Cary

from Rivervia¡¡ Church, Bettendorf, l,A

James L. Carrington to Mt. Olive
Church, Plynrouth

David Nobles to Meadow Brook
Church, Black Mountain from Hearon
Circle Church, Spartanburg, SC

Wade Parker to Tippetts Chapel
Church, Clayton

Joseph Wallis toFive Points Church,
Washington from Faith Church, Cary

OTHER PENSONNEL
R. Dean Stone to First Church, Ada,

OK as associate pastor and youth minis'
ter from Wilson Church, Ada, OK
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THIS WIEK'S SPEAKE,R , IV'IR. \^iATERS,

WILL BRING US AN OBIECT
LESSON BASID ON THE STORY OF
,.T}IE CROSSING OF THE RED SEA,''



By Robert Picirilli

s you consider raising or giving
money to Free Will Baptist
Bible College, you naturally

want to know how much the college
really needs financial support at this
time. That would always be true; add
to that the fact that there has recently
been serious misinformation distrib.
uted about our financialsituation, and
the need for specific facts is even
greater than usual.

Fact *l: The excess of income
over expenditures (general fund) last
year was $50389.92 (nof 9225,000 as
wrongly reported from a mid-year fig-
ure).

Fact #2: The budget for the cur-
rent year has a built-in deficit (excess
of planned expenditures over antici-
pated normal income) of 984,000.

We hoped to coverthisdeficit by last
year's excess; but since last year's
excess was jùSt-óver $50,000 (fact #1),
we thus started this year with an
expected $34,000 deficit. (And this
was known when Dr. Thigpen's appeal
letter went out last spring.)

Furthermore, student income this
year willbe somewhat lower than was
anticipated in thj¡-budget.

Fact #3: It was wrongly reported
that the value of our general fund at
the end of 1980-81 was 9354,000. Two
serious errors were involved in that
report.

First, someone apparently got this
figure from the total "assets" reported
and forgot to subtract the "liabilities"
total on the next page. That error
alone makes a $150,000 difference!

Second, they must not have under-
stood that included in those "assets"
was a figure of $249,000 or¡ed to the
generalfund account from the building
fund account-thus, money we do nof
houe (and simply carried on the books
as an asset in case the building fund
can ever raise it and pay it to the
general fund).

The truth, then, is at the close of
1980-81, after subtracting liabilities
from assets, and not counting the
amount owed to the general fund by
the building fund, the ocfuol"balance"
was $¿10,989.28 ín the hole!

Fact lf4: The college does have
combined annuity and endowment
funds of a little over 9200,000, as
reported. What was not reported was:
(1) these funds cannot be expended
for generalfund operation;(2) they are
much too lou.r, as endowment funds
should be, providing only 910,000 to
$12,000 (in interest income) for general
fund use each year.

Fact #5: The college does have a
student loan fund of $200,000 as re-
ported: that, too: (1) cannot be used
for general fund operation; (2) is very
insulficient for needs.

It "revolves," of course, as some
pay back and others borrow, but every
year we have to send students to the
bank to borrow at more expensive
interest rates because our fund is not
enough to cover all needed student
loans.

Fact 116: If, as reported, we in-
herited an estate (as of last June, or
any other date) of $100,000 to 9150,000,
we know nothing at all about it. We
have no idea as to the source of such a
rumor.

Fact #7: The women's dorm does
nof pay its own way (as incorrectly

reported), and has to be supplemented
from general fund income.

Fact lf8: All other buildings on
campus are not "paid for." (1) The
three new houses on Richland cost
$264,500, with mortgages assumed of
$125,000. (2) In addition to that, and
the balance on the women's dormitory,
the buildingfund nou.rowes the general
fund (see fact #ì, above) $483,773.82.

ln Conclusion
Wewillbe happy to show the books

to anyone who desires to confirm this
information for themselves. Mean-
while, there are two sides to the pic-
ture. On the one hand, the picture
shows a serious and urgent need, as
much as always and even more.

On the other hand, so long as our
people continue to support generously,
as always, we do not expect a financial
crisis. You can give or encourage
others to give, knowing that there is a
real need. l
ArcUT T'riE WRITER: Dr. Roturt Picirilli is the
dean at Free Will Boptist Bible College, Nosh.
ville, Tennessee.
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MALCOLM FRY TO LEAVE RAI\¡DALL HOUSE

NASHVILLE, TN-Dr. Malcolm C.
Fry, S4-year-old assistant director of
the Sunday School and Church Train-
ing Department, announced that he
willbe leaving the department following
the 1983 National Convention in Co-
lumbus, Ohio.

In notifying Director Roger Reeds
and the Board of his decision, Dr. Fry,
who will complete 72 years'service at
the national level this July, said his
plans were indefinite beyond the fact
that he believed it to be God's will for
him to return to the pastorate at this
time.

Prior to leaving the pastorate in
1971 to accept a position with the
Church Training Service Department,
the Michigan native had pastored more

than 15 years in Arizona, Texas, Ten-
nessee, and Louisiana.

Dr. Fry served as general director
of the Church TrainingService Depart-
ment 1972-L978, at which time he,
along with Sunday School Department
Director Roger Reeds, led the two
departments in merger proceedings.

Since the departments merged into
the Sunday School and Church Train-
ing Department, Dr. Fry has had major
responsibilities in the areas of confer-
ences and curriculum. He directs the
National Youth Convention and the
annual Writer's Contest and Writers'
Conference. He also organizes confer-
ences on Developing Christian Leader-
ship and exhibits for Randall House
Publications at Sunday School and
Christian education conferences and
conventions.

ln addition to conducting work-
shops and seminars, Dr. Fry oversees
the editorial division of the Sunday
School and Church Training Depart-
ment.

Dr. Fry has written seven books,
He is an accomplished vocalist and
has made three albums. He earned the
master of education degree from the
University of Arizona, and the doctor
of ministry from Luther RiceSeminary.

Malcolm and Mae Fry say they
consider the past 72 years rewarding
to both of them, especially in the areas
of writing, training and youth.
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FREE WILL BAPTIST

Irewsfronl
FWB PENSION BENEFITS

TOP $1OO,00O

NASHVILLE, TN-The Free Will Bap-
tist Retirement Pension Plan has paid
out more than $100,000 in benefits
since its organization in 1969, accord-
ing to Director Herman Hersey.

The $100,000-mark was reached on
December 31, 1982, Director Hersey
confirmed.

Pension PIan benefits include disa-
bility, death and retirement income for
ministers, lay employees, and minis-
ters'widows.

Approximately 600 ministers, mis-
sionaries and church or denomina-
tional employees currently participate
in three plans offered through the
retirement program.

Pension funds now held in trust
total$1.9 million with an average daily
increase of $1,000.
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SAPULPA, OK-The Pilgrims-in-
Faith Free Will Baptist Church con-
ducted dedication services on Novem-
ber 7,1982, commemorating comple-
tion of a 3,600-square foot sanctuary
and educational area, according to
Pastor Larry Tuttle.

The all-day services were attended
by more than 150 members and guests.
In less than one year, after beginning
with 25 charter members and no place
to meet, the group now averages 44 in
Sunday School and 58 in morning
worship.

Reverend Bill Ketchum preached
the dedicatory message Sunday after-
noon. Moderator Joel Kircher of the
Central Area Quarterly Meeting gave

NEW CHURCH DEDICATED IN OKLAHOMA

the prayer of dedication.
Memorials in the form of sanctuary

furniture donated by individuals and
families in memory of loved ones were
dedicated in the service also.

A communion and feet washing
service was held Sunday evening.

The church began in August 1981
as a seven-member group that met in a
Kellyville home for prayer meeting.
The group met in homes, an area
restaurant and the Creek County Fair-
grounds before completion of its per-
manent home on Highway 66.

The church purchased two acres in
January 1982. The mortgage for the
land was cleared in June, and the
church celebrated with a "mortgage

burning" on June 6.
The next day, a construction loan

was signed with American National
Bank, and groundbreaking was held
July 11.

The new building was constructed
at a cost of $1 1.11 per square foot. The
congregation and others wired the
building, insulated and painted the
walls, installed the heating and air
conditioning systems, and did the trim
work.

"This church stands here as a tribute
to the Living God and our Savior
Jesus Christ and as a testimony to
what the faith, prayers, desire towork,
and sacrifice of a few of God's people
can accomplish," said Pastor Tuttle.



COLUMBUS, MS-First Free Will
Baptist Church, Columbus, burned
the note which frees all the church
property from debt. The note was paid
off 10 years in advance of its due date.

The church owns properties on
Main Street as well as a house adjacent
to the church on 19th Street and a
parsonage in East Columbus. Addi-
tional properties have been acquired
for parking on 18th Street and at its
intersection with Main Street.

Total church properties are valued
at one million dollars. Auditorium and
educational space can accommodate
over 600 people.

First FWB Church began in 1934 as
the result of a tent revivalwith Rever-

MISSISSIPPI CHURCH BURNS NOTE

end M. L. Hollis. The originalbuilding
was completed in 1935 and the church
was formally organized on July 6,
1936, by its first pastor, Brother Hollis.

In 1953 the first addition was com-
pleted under the ministry of Dr. J. D.
O'Donnell. Added at that time were
eight Sunday School rooms. ln 1962,
during the pastorate of Reverend Paul
Ketteman, the fellowship hallwas com-
pleted and the auditorium renovated.

The church had a fire in7964 which
damaged most of the building. Further
renovation was done under the leader-
ship of Reverend Randy Cox. Several
years later, a massive building program
was undertaken. A new auditorium,
Sunday School rooms and church

offices were built on an adjacent lot.
The old building received a face lift
inside and out in order to provide for
outside beauty and inside classroom
use.

First Church has enjoyed a promi-
nent place in its community for over 46
years. It served as the site Íor the1942
NationalAssociation and was the place
where Free Will Baptists decided to
organize and build Free Will Baptist
Bible College.

Over the years the church has seen
many of its youth commit themselves
to Christ, the church and the denomi-
nation. The present pastor, Reverend
Milton Fields, is a product of the
church.

CHURCH SETS
ATTENDAI\¡CE RECORD

FLORENCE, AL-First Free Will Bap-
tist Church, Florence, shattered their
old attendance mark by 100 when
1,266 worshipers crowded into their
facilities on October 3L,7982.

Officials reported that 616 came on
buses, also breaking the previous bus
hish by 101, a record set one year
earlier.

Pastor Tom Malone said the pri-
mary goal for the "Camp Meeting
Sunday" was to catch the camp meet-
ing spirit with fervent preaching and
spiritual singing. The congregation had
been praying for weeks for personal
and church-wide revival.

The secondary goalwas to break all
existing attendance records. Sunday
School was called off that day to allow
for a specialcombined service.

Home Missions Director Roy
Thomas preached during the morning
service, which resulted in numerous
decisions, including 10 for salvation.

The group planned a specialtime of
testimonies from members who re-
membered the camp meetingsof years
ago.

During Junior Church activities,
some 30 boys and girls responded to
the gospel invitation. There were 565
in Junior Church.

OKIJ\HOMA PASTOR TAPPED FOR EVAII¡GELISM POST

His only pastorate is his present
one, where he has labored 2l years.
During that time he led the congrega-
tion to an attendance high of 1,205 in
Sunday School. He has distinguished
himself by his genuineness in commu-
nicating to people, not only in his local
church, but also on the state and
nationallevels.

Brother Cariker has held numerous
offices in the Oklahoma State Associa-
tion. He is currently a member of both
the Oklahoma State and the National
Sunday School Boards.

He has been effective in communi-
cating church growth methods to pas-
tors, sharing practicalideas on how to
build church attendance and develop
soul winners.

Reverend Cariker and his wife, GIo,
have two daughters, Tracy, who is a
senior at Hillsdale Free Will Baptist
College, and Jan, who is a sophomore
at Free WillBaptist Bible College.

NASHVILLE, TN-The Home Mis-
sions Department has named Rever-
end Connie Cariker, pastor of West
Tulsa Free Will Baptist Church in
Tulsa, Oklahoma, as the new director
for its Division of Evangelism and
Church Growth.

Reverend Cariker, well-known pas-
tor and church builder, has preached
in Free Will Baptist churches from
coast to coast. He has been widely
used in evangelism and church growth
conferences, Bible conferences, re-
vivals, and as a speaker at the National
Association.
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Top Shelf

Goldie Brietol with Carol
McGinni¡, Whcn lt'¡ Hard to For-
give (Wheaton: Victor Book¡' 1982'
167 pp., paperback, $4.95).

his month I have the privilege of
reviewing a book which is co-
authored by a Free Will Baptist.

The volume grows out of the personal
experience of Goldie Bristol.

Mrs. Bristol's 21-year-old daughter,
Diane, was brutally raped and mur-
dered in 1970. Three years after Diane's
death, her assailant was captured,
convicted, and sentenced to life in
prison.

This tragedy was, ofcourse, a crush-
ing blow to Goldie, her husband, and
other family members. Because of
their Christian commitment, Goldie
and her husband did not become
bitter and filled with hate. They were
deeply hurt, but their lives were not
consumed with hatred for the man
who had done this terrible thing to
their daughter.

After some months, they found that
they were even able to pray for their
daughter's murderer. Eventually, they
met him face to face and expressed to
him their forgiveness. They also shared
with him the forgiveness of Godwhich
was available to him.

As a result of this experience, Goldie
began a systematic study of the Chris-
tian concept of forgiveness. She spoke
to a variety of Christian audiences
concerning the importance of forgive-
ness in the Christian life. This book
presents something of her conclusions.

In this book Goldie and Carolassert
that forgiveness is essential to a well-
rounded Christian life. The message of
Christ is a message of forgiveness.
The ministry of God is a ministry of
forgiveness.

Forgiveness is not a natural human
quality, but it is a command of God. It
is a spirit and an attitude which a
Christian can develop when he fully
surrenders his life to Christ. Forgive-
ness is costly, and it means that the
Christian must be willing to give up
revenge.

Yet a Christian who does not de-
velop the ability to forgive is headed
for serious spiritual problems. Anger,
hatred, bitterness, jealousy, and envy
will grow and fester if there is no
forgiveness. The inability to forgive
may eventually separate a Christian
from other people and from God.

These authors present a number of
suggestions which can help Christians
develop an attitude of forgiveness.
They also point out that forgiveness
does not mean an indifference to evil
or that one condones that which is
wrong.

Forgiveness is a powerful thing. It is
so important to the Christian life that it
cannot be overlooked. Perhaps the
counsel of Goldie and Carol can help
each of us to further our own Christian
growth through forgiveness. t

tt(ew3fr(onl
(continued)

.ALWAYS ABOUNDING',
THEME FOß SPRING

ENLARGEMENT CAMPAIGN
cf)

T NASHVILLE,TN-Theannualspring
E Sunday School enlargement campaign
€ is designed to remind participants of
$ the resurrection and second coming of
O the Lord.
É The "Always Abounding" theme
2 features the rising sun, and was a-

R dopted for two reasons, according to
$ Sunday School and Church Training
ñ Department officials.

First, the context of the theme
verse (l Corinthians 15:58) is the resur-
rection. The rising of the sun each
morning speaks symbolically of the
resurrection.

Second, the rising sun also speaks
of the comingof theSon of Righteous-
ness, the Lord Jesus Christ.

The spring campaign is four weeks
in length, beginning March6, 1983 and
concluding on March 27.

The campaign willorganize comp€'
tition on the basis of average Sunday
School attendance during the Fall
quarter, 1982, as follows:

Division A over 500 average
Division B 400-500 averag€
Division C 300-39 av€rage
Division D2ú-m av€rage
Division E 150-19 averag€
Division F 100.149 averag€
Division G 50-99 average
Division H under 49 averaf¡e
Division l-Nørly Established

The present size of your Sunday
School does not prevent you from
being eligible to win in your division.
Campaign materials are available from
the Sunday Schooland Church Train-
ing Department. Entry blanks must be
postmarked no later than March 4,
1983.



Currently .

CONTACT welcomes The Maryland
Neweletter, publication of the Maryland
State Association of Free Will Baptists.
Lester Horton edits. The association re.
ported five new churches which joined the
fellowship in 1982.

The Fainvood FWB Church, Fair-
fax Station, VA, completed a new par-
sonage for Pastor and Mrs. Lecter
Horton. The pastor and his wife moved
into the new home in November. A combi-
nation dedication/household shower was
conducted on November 20.

Members at Winfi eld FWB Church,
Winfield, AL, began "Operation Door-
bell" in January with a three-month goal of
making 500 contacts in January, 750 con-
tacts in February, and 1,000 contacts in
March. Bud Hill pastors.

This is somewhat belated, however the
news is worthy of attention-Victory
FWB Church, Jackeon, TN, wel-
comed a special speaker one Wednesday
evening. He was Bob Roce of Pasadena,
TX, the man responsible for reprinting
Charles Spurgeon's original sermon series
The Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit.
Vernon Long pastors.

Pastor Joe G rimmett of Firct FWB
Church, Tuccon, AZ, has baptized 11
since his arrivalas pastor last summer. The
church continues to increase in attendance
with a steady growth.

The 9th annual Ohio Minicterc'Re-
treat met February 1-3 at Big Prairie,
OH. Ohio Pastor Hobart Achby and
FWB Executive Secretary Melvin
Worthington addressed the ministers
during the three-day conference.

Firct FWB Church, Moore, OK,
voted to raise $1,000 toward the construc-
tion of the State Executive Office Building
which is to be located on the Hillsdale Free
WillBaptist College campus. Dan Fatrner
pastors,

Seven Free Will Baptist churches in
North Central Arkansas organized a new
quarterly meeting last fall. All seven
churches were members of the Old Mt.
Zion Association and will continue opera-
tion as a quarterly meeting of the associa-
tion. The seven churches are: Berryville,
Eureka Springs, Green Forest, Harrison,
Oak Grove, Pleasant Valley, and White
Oak. Harvey Butler was elected as
moderator.

The Mt. Calvary FWB Church,
ConwayrAR, reported its highest attend-
ance in its five-year history on October 21,
1982, when233 attended Sunday morning.
City officials were present and were hon-
ored with plaques of appreciation. The bus
ministry reported a high day of 75. Pastor
Mikc Mutchler said, "This month
marked our second year in our new build-
ing and we were thrilled to exceed our goal
of 200."

The First FWB Church of Sike¡-
ton, MO, announced a one-year increase
of 179 percent in Sunday School according
to Pastor Wayne Hale. First Church is a
new work in the Sikeston area, and Pastor
Hale concluded, "This shows there is a
church which cares about the community.
It shows that the church is here to stay and
will not give up in the face of adversity."
Rev. Hale completed one year as pastor at
First Church in November 1982.

Pastor Luther Sanders was the re-
cipient of a Pastor Appreciation Day at
Garner FWB Church, Garner, NC.
The occasion included a dinner in honor of
the pastor and his wife, and a gift of 9141
from the various Sunday School depart-
ments and auxiliaries of the church,

White Oaks FWB Church, Ma-
con, GA, observed its first annual College
Day on December 5, 1982 according to
Pastor Billy Sharpcton. The church
had set a goal of$1,000 prior to the service.
Guest speaker Stanley Outlaw, a pro-
fessor at FWBBC, was informed that the
College Day gifts totaled more than 92,200!

Officer Harry Larcen received the
Award of Merit from the Orlando, Florida
Police Department. Officer Larsen was
working an off-duty job in uniform when he
responded to a fight between three bikers
and an occupant of a sedan. He prevented
serious injury to the innocent victim and
also managed to save the lives of the
attackers by his calm, professional man-
ner. Officer Larsen moved to Florida from
Rocky Mount, NC, where he was a
member of the Rocl¡y Mount FWB
Church where Glenn Hill pastors.

However, on the other side of the
ledger, thieves broke into the parsonage at
Spencer Road FWB Church,
Spencer, OK, and hauled off numerous
items which belonged to Pastor Waldo
Young and his family.

Fall Welcome Dayc at Free Will
Baptist Bible College, Nashville, TN, at.
tracted 188 visitors from 46 churches in 14
states, according to Registrar Charles
Harnpton. The biannual event was con-
ducted December 2-4. Spring Welcome
Days are scheduled for April 7-9.

The High Teen Class at Firct FWB
Church, McMinnville, TN, led by
Teacher Edwin Fletcher were encour-
açd to give$100 to the account of Mission.
ary Jerry Pinkerton. According to Pastor
Robert Bryant, the group not only gave
$100 to the Pinkertons but also surprised
the pastor with a $100 Christmas gift.

Pastor Tim Eaton reports ¿18 new
people enrolled in Bible study at Victory
FWB Church, Kancac C¡ty, MO.
The Bible study averages 75 in attendance,
a 25 percent increase over last year.

The mission work at Lanca¡ter, CA,
has adopted a name at last, according to
Pastor Ron Young. The nameselected is

Central FWB Church.
The Concord FWB Church, Con.

cord, CA, celebrated its32nd anniversary
in November 1982, according to Pastor
ßon Wood.

Pastor CliffMulline reports 17 adults
converted and added to the membership
at Lompoc FWB Church, Lompoc,
cA.

Sunday School and Church Training
Director Roger C. Reede was the prin-
cipal speaker for dedication services at
Country Side FWB Church, Vicalia,
CA, on November 7, 1982. Pastor Jamec
Cox welcomed a full house of guests and
members to the afternoon dedication ser-
vice. Guests included California Christian
College President John Snith and Cali-
fornia Executive Secretary Paul
Kenncdy.

Some 30 fruit baskets were distributed
by the ladies of Arnold View FWB
Church, Creal Springe, IL, during the
Christmas season, accord¡ng to Pastor
Ivan Ryan.

Pastor Jerry McArthur reports a
first at Firct FWB Church, Wichita,
KS. The group celebrated a "Bring Christ-
mas Home" dinner, a time of fellowship
and gathering together of friends and family
to celebrate the Lord's birthday. Some 66
members and guests attended the special
dinner.

Northview FWB Church, Statec-
ville, NC, conducted a special "Grand-
parents Day," according to Pastor Fred
CurtinJr. Pastor Curtin recognized each
senior citizen by having them stand before
the church and give the congregation
opportunity to express appreciation for
years of service to the Lord and the local
church.

The West Calvary FWB Church,
S¡nithñeld, NC, conducted a home-
coming and bond burning ceremony on
October 17, L982, according to Pastor
Sam Truett. The occasion helped com.
memorate the paying of all indebtedness
on the new sanctuary which was con-
structed in 1979 at a cost of $80,000.

Pastor W. H. Calvert celebrated 20
years at Firct FWB Church, Gas-
tonia, NC, in December. Members were
not satisfied to just say thank you to Pastor
Calvert for his 20 years-they presented
him with the keys to a new Mercury
Marquis. Well done, First Church!

And this last one is for all those readers
who can't memorize scripture-Deacon
Don Wilcon of Shenryood Forect
FWB Church, El Sobrante, CA,
quoted the Sermon on the Mount (in case
you forgot, that means Matthew chapters
5,6,7) during the Sunday evening service
on November 28. Milburn Wilcon pas-
tors. A
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The Free W¡ll Baptist Pulpit

Frcd D. Hanlon, Partor

Upper Brighton Free Will Baptiet Church, New Brun¡wick' Canada

The Farmer
And

Scripture: Mark 4:1-20

¡NTRODUCTTON

Usually regarded as the parable of the sower and the seed,
this discourse might more readily be referred to as the story of
the soils.

Deep spiritual truth emerges here as we focus on the soil's
condition, comparison, and content. Fields and yields are of
paramount importance and indicative of spiritual productivity.

We know by experience and observation there is a natural
law of sowing and reaping. This, however, is not only an
agricultural law, but most importantly, a law of spiritual life.

L The SOWER (Mark 4:3)
A. COMMIITED to the job.
B. CONFIDENT in harvest laws.
C. CONSISTENT in labor.
D. COMPASSIONATE in attitude.

II. The SEED (Mark 4:14)
A. CERTIFIED. The Word of God is always "good" seed.
B. CAST. "ls the seed yet in the barn?"
C. COVERED. The Word, given by witness, example, or

teaching, may be hidden in the heart and later take root.
D. CULTMTED. We "break up the fallow ground" (Jer.

4:3) and by prayer and service we stimulate and encourage
gro¡¡th.

III. The SOIß. A variety of actions and qualities characterized
the fields.

A. SATAN STOLE the seed. He is the biggest "thief in town.
The soil was impenetrable.

B. SELF STARVED the seed. This plot was stony and
shallow, with a limited amount of top soil to receive the
seed. The soil was superficial.

C. SOCIETY STRANGLED the seed. This field may have
been excellEnt in quality, but it was infested with weeds
and thornsl The soil was preoccupied.

D. SPIRIT SUSTAINED the seed. Plowing and fertilizins
have readied the soil. The ground is impregnated, culti-
vated, and eventually joyfully and thankfully harvested.
The soil was prepared.

coNctus/oN
Mark may be short on discourses and teachings, but he is

long on action and service. Among the lessons to be learned are;
1. Harvest time shall come.
2. Much comes from little.
3. Fruitfulness comes through death (John 12:24).
4. Like comes from like (Galatians 6:7).
5. When we cease to grow, we begin to die.
6. The increase is most valuable when ripe, mature.
7. The tares and wheat all grow together.
8. Harvesting doesn't alter the product's character.
9. Harvest is followed by judgrnent.
In light of Mark 4:1-20 and Galatians 5:22-23, are you a

Fearful, Fretful, Frightful, or Fruitfu I Christian?

The Four Fields
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Green Tnee Btble Strrdy
Robert E. Picirilli

John 17:2O-26

Jesust Prayet
for the Church to Come

he -last section of Jesus' great
high priestly prayer, versel20-I 26, is a prayer for the whole

body of the disciples, present and
future. Jesus was not content just to
pray for those who heard Him on that

of a light or inconsequential oneness.
The meons of this oneness is also

seen in verse 2l: "one in us.', Our
relationship to one another is a mani-
festation of our relationship to God.
Note also verse 23: ,,1 in ihem, and
thou in me."

The purpose of this oneness is
clear, too: "that the world may believe
that thou hast sent me" (v.2i; also v.
23). Christian unity is a testimony to
the world of the identity and powãr of
Jesus Christ, as welt aé of Göd,s lová
(v.23).

The glory of this oneness is the
point of verse22.Glory (Greek, doxa)
is a-key word in this whole prayer: thâ
Father's_ glory, the Son's glory, anã
ultimately the church's. Tne iuorã
means "honor": Christians are hon-
ored by being made one to reflect the
glory, work, and love of God.
T h" second petition is, that theyI may be with Christ where He is
(v.24). Throughout the gospel ofJohn.
one of the themes is that Jesus wai
sent from God into the world and was
going to go back to His Father. Now
Jesus prays that His disciples will
ultimately be with Him where He is in

glory and see His glory as betoved of
the Father.

And_that implies that the church,
se,gíng His glory and being with Him,
willshore in His glory þ.22, again)!

f he third, and final, petition is, fhofL the loue which the Father loued
Ujyyitnmay also be in them(w.25,
?6). That Jesus was loved by thé
Father (vv.23,26) is at least pãrt of
whalis meant by the glory He häd w¡th
the Father (v. 5). Thus, too, with us:
wg-a!e glorified in being made objects
of His love, and this ls the greãtest
honor we can ever have.

. ThatcomestopassontybyChrist's
being in us (v. 26); in ourselves, we
c_ould never be eÍÍectively loveá by
God. And underlying this js the trutÉ
that in Christ's work-by manifesting
the Father's name/chaiacier and tove-I
we have been made God's chitdren,
one in His family. r

original occasion. He broadened the
prayer to incorporate all who would
afterward believe through the original
disciples' word: and thai inctudes-vou
and me. Jesus prayed for us.

. Three petitions He prayed for the
church of the entire new Testament
age.

f he first is, that they may all be oner 
. 
(vy. 20-29). This unity was obvi-

ously heavy on Jesus' heart. lt has
already been mentioned, in the previ-
ous section, in verse 11. Now Jesus
returns-to that petition for emphasis,
saying it twice in verse 21, once in
verse22, and again in verse 23.

The sfondord for this oneness is
expressed in verse 2l as the unity of
the Father and the Son. In one ."ñse,
ofcourse, the church's unity can nevei
beexactly that, but in using this stand-
ard Jesus does not leave uãfree to taik
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BY DONNA MAYO

9 pancakes and chores. Mrs. Lane
placed the last stack of pancakes on
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ALOVELETTER

aturday morning at the Lane
house always meant two thin6-

the table andsat down with her family.
"What's on the agenda today, Honey?"
asked Mr. Lane.

"l thought Megan and I would clean
out the attic. Maybe we can find some
things to donate to the bazaar at the
Christian school," she answered.

Marty chuckled, "Sounds like you're
going to have a fun time, Megan."- "Oh, hush," Megan answered'
"You're going to have to work too."

"That's right, Son," said Mr. Lane.
"l thought we menfolk would get
started on the yard. Jeff, you can help
pick up trash, sticks, and rocks and
move them out of the waY of the lawn
mower. Marty can start mowing, and
I'lldo the trimming."

"Goody!" squealed three'year'old
JeÍf."lwanna help."

"Now that's what I like to see,"
smiled Mr. Lane, "a cheerful worker."

Mrs. Lane looked at the twins and
said, "You two could learn a lesson
from your little brother."

"Mom, we really don't mind help-
ing," answered Megan.

"No," added Marty, "but let's get

started so we can finish up in time for a
little softball this afternoon."

Mr. Lane and the boys headed
outside while Mrs. Lane and Megan

climbed up the folding stairs to the
attic. "Megan, why don't you start
going through those boxes," said Mrs.
Lane as she pointed to a stack of
boxes containing old toys of Marty's
and Megan's. "Anything that you don't
want we'll box up for the bazaar."

Megan began sorting toYs while
Mrs. Lane went through an old trunk.
"Oh, look, Megan, can you believeyou
were that small?" she asked, holding
up one of Megan's baby dresses.

"That's so cute," shrieked Megan.
'Did I really wear that?" she asked,
joining her mother at the trunk.

"You certainly did," answered Mrs.
Lane. "And look, Marty had this little
outfit to match." Megan plunged into
the trunk, and Mrs. Lane enjoYed
recalling when each small outfit was
worn.

"What's this?" asked Megan, pulling
out a bundle of envelopes tied with a
faded blue satin ribbon.

"Oh, Honey, those are mY love
letters," gasped Mrs. Lane as she took
the bundle and eagerly began untying
the ribbon. "l didn't know they were in
there."

"Love letters?" questioned Megan.
"Who from?"

"Your dad, of course," answered
Mrs. Lane. "Right after we were mar-
ried your dad was sent to the war in
Vietnam. I wrote him everY daY, and
these are the letters he sent me. It was
hard being apart-we had onlY been
married three weeks when he left-
but our letters kePt us in touch and
made things easier."

"Oh, that's sweet," rePlied Megan
wistfully. "l hope somebody writes me
love letters some day. And just think,"
said Megan eyeing the unusual stamp
on the top letter, "these came from
half way around the world."

"ln a way you've alreadY received a

love letter," said Mrs. Lane mysteri'
ously. "And from a lot farther away
than Vietnam."

"What are you talking about?" ques'
tioned Megan.

"l'm talking about the Bible," replied
Mrs. Lane as she drew a large familY

Bible from the box. "lt's a love letter all
the way from heaven from God to
man. From God to you."

"l never really thought of the Bible
as a love letter before," said Megan
with a trace of doubt in her voice.

"Oh, but it surely is," added Mrs.
Lane. "As much as Your dad and I

loved each other and tried to express
it in these letters, they can't compare
with the love in the Bible. The greatest
love story of all is God's love for men.
That's what the Bible is all about-the
love of God that sent His onlY Son to
die for our sins."

"Yeah," agreed Megan, "that's really
love."

"Sometimes," continued Mrs. Lane,

"l wondered if my letters would ever
reach your dad so far awaY, but theY

always did. Even though we were
thousands of miles aPart we each
knew what the other was doing and
thinking because of the postal system."

"That's almost like a miracle when
you stop and think about it," answered
Megan.



"Yes," agreed Mrs. Lane, "but the
real miracle is that the Bible has
reached us. Did you know that it took
about 1600 years for 40 different men
to write the Bible?"

"\À,low," replied Megan, "that's a
long time and a lot of writers for one
book."

"But remember, there is just one
author," added Mrs. Lane, "and that's
God. He inspired each man with His
special message, and it is all found
right here in one book."

"Now that's a miracle," declared
Megan.

"Oh, I remember how I used to long
for the mailman to come and how
excited I would be to receive a letter
from your dad. I'd tear open the envel-
ope and read it before I even got back
to the house. Then I would reread it
again and again to make sure I hadn't
missed any thing,"

"You know," added Mrs. Lane
seriously, "that's the way Christians
ought to treat the Bible. But too often
we leave our Bible on the shelf to
collect dust. I would have never done
that with one of my love letters."

Megan thought of the times when
she knew she should have read her
Bible but didn't. She felt a little guilty.
"But I'll do better," she said to herself.
"l didn't realize how special the Bible
really is."

"Mom," Megan said aloud, "why
did you keep all these letters for so
long?"

"Well, Honey, I really can't explain
it. They just meant so very much to
me. Since I couldn't have your daddy
here, they were the next best thing. It
was like having a part of him here until
he came home. And after he came
home I couldn't bear to part with
them. I treasured them too much."

"That's like the Bible too," con-
cluded Megan. "We ought to treasure
it."

"You're right. We ought to love
God's Word," said Mrs. Lane. "And
we should read it and reread it untilHe
comes to take us home with Him. Just
like a letter, the Bible keeps us in touch
and makes things easier until that Day
comes."

"Hey, Mom, I know one more way
that your love letters and the Bible are
alike," said Megan with a grin.

"How's that?" asked Mrs. Lane.

"You hide them," Megan answered.
"You hid your letters up here in the
attic-"

"But your aren't supposed to hide
your Bible, Megan," interrupted Mrs.
Lane thinking her daughter had missed
the whole point of the discussion.

"Oh yes you are," replied Megan. "

'Thy word have I hid in my heart."'
Mrs. Lane shook her head and

groaned. "l think we better get back to
work."

Megan giggled as she approached
the boxes of toys with a new zeal and
determination to read her "love letter."^

CONVENTION HOTETS
Look for Reservat¡on Form in Aprit CONTACTT
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Building True Fellowship

By Floyd Wolfenbarger

very person in the congregation
has a vital role in the ministry of
true fellowship. The early church

grew by combining the proclamation
of the truth with the fellowship of the
saints. That program stillworks today.

The need is for us to rediscover the
fellowship of the saints. We have no
problem as a denomination proclaim-
ing the truth. The Word of God is our
rule of faith and practice. There is no
doubt about that.

However, modes of fellowship
change as society changes. In the early
years of our American heritage, fellow-
ship was linked to survival. If a man
didn't get help from neighbors, he
might starve on the frontier. He in turn
owed an unwritten debt to help his
neighbors.

Times have changed. Gone are the
days of barn raisings and all-night
wakes. The agricultural engineer and
the mortuary scientist have replaced
the friend-in-need, friend-indeed.

Someone invented the word con-
venience and poisoned our interde-
pendence. It's more convenient to buy

advertisíng than invite someone per-
sonally.

It's more convenient to hire a
preacher to be a professional hand-
shaker than to take the time to wel-
come visitors and risk burning the
roast we have prepared exclusively for
our family.

As a result, few visitors see anything
but "Christianity on parade." Folks
need to see Christianity lived out in
our homes and at play.

We shouldn't confine fellowship to
periods of time around church. Do
fewer things alone. Take someone
with you fishing or hunting.

For a cookout, invite another family.
If you can't afford the extra steaks or
hot dogs, tell them to bring their own.
You can at least share the charcoal.
Teach a friend to cross-stitch or mac-
rame. It does not have to be devotional
to be fellowship.

Every town needs a friendly church
where folks find it easy to make friends.
Why can't it be yours?t

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Floyd
WoVenfurger posfors Firsl Free Wü hptist
Church, Rus*llville, Arkonsos.



OUR
READERS
COMMENT

MISLED SHOULD MOVE ON

There is no such thing as an undenomina-
tional church.

If you speak in tongues, you can classiþ
yourself in that group.

If you practice sprinkling, you identi& with
the Methodists.

lf you believe in eternal security, you are of
the Calvinistic persuasion.

So why bring division and split the church by
trying to force your beliefs on our denomina-
tion? Nowhere in Free Will Baptist history
(creed, covenant, treatise, etc.) has the tongues
doctrine been taught.

By one Spirit we're baptized into the Body of
Christ (l Corinthians 12:12,131. Until this hap.
pens, on€ is not even a Christian. lt's the
individual who has the Son who also has life
(John 5:12).

Some claim that a person gets saved, then
later goes back to get the Holy Ghost, then
speaks in tongues. Ho'.r.rwer,l Corinthians 14:10
teaches that there are many voices (languag€s)
in the world and that none of them is without
signification. They will speak Chinese, Japanese,
Spanish, etc. (By the way, in this same chapter
on the tongues issue, the women are told to
keep silence in the churches. See v. 34.)

Acts 18 and 19 tell of Apollos who was
mighty in the OId Testament scriptures, but he
only knew the baptism of John. After the
crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus,
the Holy Spirit came to indwell believers. Apollos
and the other believers had to be baptized þ the
Holy Spirit into the Body of Christ.

No,v the Holy Spirit convicts us, regenerates
us, baptizes us into the Body of Christ, and
indwells us the moment of conversion.

Reverend Elmer Keener, Pastor
Victory Free Will Baptist Church

Canton. North Carolina

PA,STOß BOOS NOVEMBEß ANTICLE

The article entitled "Accept OneAnother" in
the November 1982 issue is another indication
of the direction that many Free Will Baptists are
beginning to take concerning issues of separa-
tion and standards of Christian conduct.

I realize that some churches and pastors
have standards that othe¡s do not agree with
completely. However, ¡t seems that the writer
and proponents of the article in question would
accept those who have low, if any, standards,
but refuse to accept those who have high
standards.

ln the article one paragraph mentions an
unidentified Bible-preaching pastor and his pas.
toral preference for short hair on men and his
church's standards for membership. lt is evident
that the writer who is exhorting us to accept one
a¡rother does not accept this dear brother.

Althoush the pastor is unidentified, I dare
say he probably is pastor ofone of the larger and
more fundamental churches in America. Thus,

in reality, the writerof thearticle is saying"if you
are as modern¡stic or more so than I, then I will
accept you."

l, for one, would rather have a pastor who
dictates "World War ll hair styles" and wins
souls for Christ than to have a pastor who
hobnobs with the world and lets souls die and go
to Hell.

What bothers me is not the mention of the
unidentified pastor, but the fact that our Ieaders
would publish such an article that can only result
in greater division among Free Will Baptists.

lf we are truly seeking unity in our ranks, Iet
us return to the Free Will Baptist Covenant that
we all agreed to keep when we became a part of
this great denomination.

Reverend James Avery, Pastor
Faith Free Will Baptist Church

Cary, North Carolina

PASTOR PRAISES WRTTER'S SPUNK

Joyce Watson's letter to the editor, published
in the January issue of CONTACT, under the
title"Spirit of Articles Wrong", said it. Shesaid it
like it was, is and shall be among caring,
committed, conscious Free Will Baptists.

Not many would be willing to gird up their
intestinal fortitude and attack the "too bitter" or
the "too sweet" of articles covered by Watson.
Even though that is true, all with whom this
writer has talked, agree that "the spirit" was
wrong. They applaudJoyce for having the ability
to write so clearly about the "bitter-sweet" of
articles that show bias.

Prima donnas have no place in the parson-
age, pew or parish. First Ladies are in the White
House not Free Will Baptist churches. My
nearly zl0 years in the ministry have not revealed
planned mistreatment of the pastor's wife.

More congregations have come under the
wrath of the discontented "parsonage boss"
than vice versa. Women expecting a "kind of
urorship" from the pastor's llock should examine
their real purpose in the work.

Since God called a man's wife "helpmeet",
wery wife should learn biblically the true mean'
ing. Some have interpreted that word to mean
"helpmate", and that gives a false view of the
wife's position.

All have heard "that for every good pastor
there's a good wife behind him." That may be

çnerally true, but is not necessarily so in every

instance. Among Free Will Baptists there are
preacherswhomust carryon their ministrywith
"untoward" or "outright against" wives.

If a woman in the parsonage will keep her
husband happy and ready to perform his pas-
toral duties, she should be content. She should
share in his honor and successes but not seek
singular honor.

One thing that has contributed to the mis-
taken view of some preacher's wives is the ill-
thought statement, "Rev. and Mrs.
Whohaveyou" are pastors at First Church in
Podunk. A wife of the pastor is not a co-pastor in
a Free Will Baptist Church, Such an expression
should never be voiced. Pastors'wives have an
honored position according to God's Word. To
live within the biblical framer¡¡ork is to be richly
rewarded.

Let there be no "hags, bags or brags" in the
parsonage. Possibly, the aforesaid should be
taken one step further in each case. Let there be
no hogs in the parsonage. No bogs in the par.
No brogs in the parish.

If a pastor's wife neglects her looks, sits
unmoved in the service, and boasts among the
parishioners, she can expect to be treated
accordingJy in all three areas.

Dr. Wade Jernigan, Pastor
Way of the Cross Free Will Baptist Church

Sallisaw, Oklahoma
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Several years af¡o, I completed a question.
naire concerning what articles I read in CON.
TACT Magazine. My answer was the entire
magazine.

This still holds true even though many
changes have been made over the years. Such
changes can be found in the recent issue of
which I consider an "ldea" book much like the
family magazines that come into my home.

Such articles as, "What the Church can do at
Christmas" and "Your Church and the Handi-

READEN LTXES IDEA B(X)K'IMAGE

capped Community," are good examples of the
idea image.

I also noticed that your readers comment
with some ideas as towhat you can do withyour
magazine. So, while others are giving their
advice, I have some advice for those who
disagree conceming the Free WillBaptist stand
on modem day tongues.

I advise them to unite with those whom they
are in agreement. We are accused of leaving out
part of the Bible, when the truth is, that they are

adding to it with such terms as, "Slay in the
Spirit," which has no Bible basis.

I appreciate CONTACT more today than I

did in the past, and I recommend this Christian
magazine to every Free Will Baptist home. The
local church needs good ideas to reach their
communities for Christ and to train its members
in His way. Keep the ideas comingoi"iä."

Anderson, lndiana
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THE SECRETARY SPEAKS

MÍssÍons
Mandate Tlll: )iÂlloN^1. Âss(x lAltoN of

Free Will Baptists

By Melvin Worthington

issionary zeal is lagging in
many churches. One might
expect minimal missionary

interest among groups who do not
believe the whole Bible, but when
those who call themselve s F undamen-
folisfs downplay Christ's commission,
we face a serious problem.

The missionary enterprise is not
elective but essential, not optionalbut
an obligation. Any claim to obedience
which does not manifest itself in com-
pliance with Christ's commission is a
shaky transaction at best.

According to L. E. Maxwell, "The
whole Bible, read aright, is a mission-
ary book. Bible teaching, expounded
aright, begets missionary going and
missionary giving. The gospel mes-
sage, proclaimed aright, produces out-
reach among all nations."

The Truth Asserted
Jesus left no doubt what He had in

mind when he announced,'All power
is given unto me in heaven and in
earth." Power means authority.

The Scope of Christ's authority
encompasses all that is heaven and in
earth. His power is complete and His
claim is universal.

The Source of Christ's authority is
in the counsels of the eternal Trinity
where Jesus, as Son of man, is ap-
pointed heir of all things-that He is
the mediator between God and men.
that the salvation of all who ar" saueá
is laid upon Him, and that He is the
great fountain of mercy, grace, life,
and peace.

The Suffíciency of Christ's power to
redeem His people, gather His Church,

and defend His chosen is the encour-
agement needed by those engaged in
the missionary enterprise.

The Task Assigned
Christ sets forth the task in which

His followers are to be engaged.
The task assigned begins with

Evangelism. All men must hear the
gospel. Bishop Ryle was correct when
he thundered, "lt may be well ques-
tionedwhethera man knows thevalue
of the gospel himself, if he does not
desire to make it known to all the
world."

Caution should be exercised lest
we get distracted from our assigned
responsibility-to evangelize the
world. Our main business must be
proclaiming the gospel, telling the
world that there is a balm in Gilead.

Few men have understood this truth
more clearly than Joseph Parker,
"Christianity starts men upon no little
errands. Christianity has no merely
short journeys for its propagandists to
undertake. Every journey is a Iong
one. There is no stopping place for
Christian evangelists until the knowl-
edge of the Lord spreads itself over the
globe."

The task assigned continues in Edu-
cation. Those who have been evangel-
ized must be instructed and taught to
observe all the commandments of
Christ.

The Christian instructor has still
fallen short of his task unless those he
instructs learn what Christ's com-
mandments are and learn to observe
them.

The task assigned concludes inEdi-
fícation. Those who have been evan-
gelized and educated must grow in the
grace and knowledge of Christ.

The Tender Assurance
The missions mandate not only in-

cludes the power and the program of
Christ, but also the presence of Christ.
Having announced His power and
assigned His personnel, Christ then
assures them of His presence.

He tenderly reminds them, "Lo, I
am with you alway." There is no
vagueness; it is a solid fact. By His
spirit, His providence, His counseland
guidance, He would accompany them
as they fulfilled the commission He
assigned. He would strengthen, direct,
and assist them in the work.

The tender assurance includes the
Promise-"lam with you". This de-
notes certainty and is the speech of
the One who is highly exalted. lt
covers all the dimensions of time from
was, to is, to willbe.

The tender assurance includes the
Presence. More comforting words
could not be given than, "l am with
you." Though left alone like orphan
children in a cold, unkind world, the
disciples must not feel deserted, for
their Master was with them. We must
everbe mindful that Christ is with us.

We are unfaithful ambassadors if
we fail to respond to Christ's commis-
sion while allowing those around the
world to perish in their sins unwarned
and never knowing the way of life.

What will you do about the missions
mandate?t
The Secrelary'r Schedul e

M¡rch 7-tO Bible Conference, FWBBC,
Nashville, TN

M¡rch 12 Arizona State Association,
First F-WB Church, Phoenix,
AZ.

March 13-18 Heritaç FWB Church,
Fredricksburg, VA

March 2l-27 First FWB Church,
Farmington, MO
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P. O. Box 1088

Nashvllle, Tennessee 37202

Second class postage paid at Nashville, Tennessee

"Creativity"

Ë

w

"Preparing a
News Release"

Williams

March 13-14, 1983

3rd Annual On Campus
Free W¡tl Baptist Free W¡ll Baptist

Writers' Conference Bible College

T. A. Noton
Author of "Thieves"
"The Joy of Writing"
and writing articles.
Pub./Editor of
"The Christian Writer."

Banquet address and 2 workshop sessions consisting of 3 subjects each.

Total Cost $40.00

Includes registration and 3 meals.
* Limited lodging available upon request.

For Particulars Write:
Dr. Malcolm C. Fry, Director
Free Will Baptist Writers' Conference
P.O. Box L7306 o Nashville, Tennessee37217

"Analysis"

HamptonTippett


