

















early s0 we could run our football
drills in the back yard. We practiced
passing, catching, hand offs,
pitchouts, tackling, and sacking the
quarterback (The short guy, that’s
Roddy, was always the sacker; the
tall guy, that’s me, was always the
sackee!),

And, of course, we had to use the
names of the Vandy football players:
“Whit Taylor drops back to pass,” or
“Allama Matthews catches a pass in
the end zone for a touchdown.” Qur
drills usually ended in one-on-one
scrimmages with Daddy tackling
Roddy and tickling him until he
fumbled the ball.

Recovering the fumbile was never
as rewarding as seeing my blonde-
haired, red-faced boy laugh so hard
his eyes squinted,

The day before the big day, we
listened to the television weather
report with great interest. Was God
going to answer our prayers? The
weatherman said it would be clear,
but cold. Of course, by this time no
“cold” would be “too cold.”

That night at bedtime Roddy
prayed, “Lord Jesus, let tomorrow
be a great day for ‘just me and
Daddy’.” Those words warmed my
heart as I made final preparations for
the day for “just me and my boy.”

Strange, but being in the ministry
and teaching at a Bible College
seems to take so much of my time
away from my family. Of course, it’s
always explained away as “the Lord’s
work,” Like everybody else, | have
plans for putting my family first,
along with a lot of flowery lessons
and sermons about it. But now that |
was about to spend a day, ore whole
day, with my boy, it took on the
significance of a national holiday.

I wondered if this shouldn’t be the
norm rather than the exception.
Certainly I believed God’s Word to
be true when it said “train up a child
in the way he should go and when he
is old he will not depart from it.”

And ] preached sermons on
“Fathers provoke not your children
to wrath; but bring them up in the
nurture and admonition of the Lord.”

To be quite honest, | made a
special effort to discipline my kids
properly so as to set a good example
as a Christian father. Besides, it
makes me look good when my
children behave properly.

But could it be that controt and
behavior correction without proper
times of “just me and my boy"” could
provoke my children to wrath?
Could it be that fervor for my
“ministry” could cause my own
children to reject “the way they
should go” and the Christ | so want
them to serve?

Could it be that taking Roddy to a
football game was indeed my
ministry and “the Lord’s work™ he
specifically gave to me and me
alone?

As departure time for the game
neared we began packing for the trip
across town: pom poms, toboggans,
gloves, binoculars, radio, a quilt, and,
oh yes, the tickets, We parked some
distance from the stadium. That
didn’t seem to matter, This day had
suddenly taken on new meaning. [
was doing the Lord’s work!

As we entered the stadium, the
expression on Roddy’s face made the
price of those tickets seem
insignificant. He was amazed at the
mammoth stadium, and thrilled at
the “Go Vandy” toboggan given to
him as a promotional item. How
good it felt to be doing the Lord’s
work!

Before taking our seats some
distance from the playing field, we
walked down as close as we could to
see the players as they hustled
through pre-game warmups.

We had rehearsed those numbers
time and again: #10—Quarterback
Whit Taylor; #80-—All SEC Receiver
Allama Matthews; #34—Norman
Jordan; #6—All-American Punter
Jim Arnold. And of course, Coach
George Mclntyre.

Roddy’s big blue eyes and broad
smile followed the ball as the kickers
booted it 50 or 60 years through the
uprights and into the seats.

Then we took our seats and
settled back to cheer the
Commodores to victory. It almost
seemed that the Vanderbilt squad
had a 12th man on the field playing
“just for me and my boy,” for Vandy
led at halftime 24-0 against one of the
country’s top defenses.

[ tell you, I fell overwhelmingly in
love with that little five-year-old
seated beside me. Every time the
Commodores scored or made an
important first down, I would hug
Roddy and shake him up and down,

As he told his mother when we got
home, “We didn’t need our pom
poms; [ was Daddy’s pom pom!”

Vanderbilt’s players gave me
plenty opportunities to make Roddy
my pom pom by beating Virginia
Tech, 45-0.

As we left the stadium, I felt a joy
no other spectator had, for | had
been actively engaged in the Lord’s
work, while developing a new love
for my boy. I watched him as we
walked, trying to make gestures like
Dad, seeing teenage bays and
looking at me as if to say, “Dad, 'm
as big as they are!” We ate at his
favorite restaurant, Captain D’s; he
chattered non-stop while [ listened.

When we got home, he rehearsed
every detail with Mommy—“They
kicked the ball 10 miles high!” “I was
Daddy's pom pom!” “Vandy smeared
!em! b4

Several months have passed now;
the Vanderbilt Commodores finished
the season with an 8-3 record, and
memories of my whole day with
Roddy still linger around the house.
He has his rowdy moments, and
each day requires doses of parental
correction for him, but I'm amazed
how much more responsive he is.

Did it cost to spend that time with
my son? Oh, ves! The school work
still had to be done, and there was
another child waiting at home who
needed a whole day with Dad. My
lovely wife and | needed special time
together also.

The monetary costs were also
high, at least for me they were. That
one day of activity with my boy cost
approximately $35. But you know
what? If I had to drop $35 for any
reason, { can’t think of a better cause
than “just me and my boy!”

Fy

ABOUT THE WRITER: Rodney Whaley is a
member of the music facuity at Free Will Baptist
Bibie College, Nashuille, Tennessee.
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God made them male and female.

For this cause shall a man leave his
father and mother, and cleave to his wife;

And they twain shall be one flesh: so
then they are no more twain, but one
fiesh.

What therefore God hath joined to-
gether, let not man put asunder.

And in the house his disciples asked
him again of the same matter.

And he saith unto them, Whosoever
shall put away his wife, and marry an-
other, committeth aduitery against her.

And if a woman shall put away her
husband, and be married to another, she
committeth adultery,

(Mark 10:2-12)

Whosoever putteth away his wife,
and marrieth another, committeth adul-
tery: and whosoever marrieth her that is
put away from her husband committeth
aduitery.

(Luke 16:18}

And unto the married | command, yet
not I, but the Lord, Let not the wife
depart from her husband:

But and if she depart, let her remain
unmarried, or be reconciled to her hus-
band: and let not the husband put away
his wife.

But to the rest speak I, not the Lord:
I any brother hath a wife that believeth
not, and she be pleased to dwell with him,
let him not put her away.

And the woman which hath an hus-
band that believeth not, and if he be
pleased to dwell with her, let her not
leave him.

For the unbelieving husband is sancti-
fied by the wife, and the unbelieving wife
is sanctified by the husband: else were
your children unclean; but now they are
holy.

But if the unbelieving depart, let him
depart. A brother or a sister is not under
bondage in such cases: but God hath
called us to peace.

For what knowest thou, O wife,
whether thou shalt save thy husband? or
knowest thou, O man, whether thou
shalt save thy wife?

But as God hath distributed to every
man, as the Lord hath called every one,
so let him walk, And so ordain | in all
churches,

(I Corinthians 7:10-17)

For the woman which hath an hus-
band is bound by the law to her husband
so long as he liveth; but if the husband be
dead, she is loosed from the law of her
husband.

(Romans 7:2)

The wife is bound by the law as long
as her husband liveth; but if her husband
be dead, she is at liberty to be married to
whom she will; only in the Lord.

(I Corinthians 7:39)

The Social Consequence
Of Divorce

Theterm divorce, of course, simply
means to dissolve the marriage con-
tract. If you have read these scriptures

honestly and sincerely, it is not difficult
to come to the conclusion that from
the beginning, God intended a man to
have one wife and wornan to have one
husband as long as they lived.

However, we realize that today this
principle is being viclated constantly.
We see the consequences of it on
every hand. To dissolve a marriage
contract is to indelibly imprint a scar
upon one’s life that will be carried to
the grave.

We see the consequences in the
lives of children whose parents are
separated and divorced. Perhaps the
mother will have the children during
the week, and the father has the right
to take them for the weekend.

Children usually love both parents,
but they are torn between parents,
and as a result, we see among young
people today rebellion, confusion, and
suicide. The truth is, we are told that
the suicide rate is higher among teen-
agers in our nation than among any
other age group.

Much of this is caused by the dis-
solving of the marriage relationship
and divorce.

We also see the consequences of
divorce in the economic life of our
society. Usually (and justly so) the
husband will have to provide child
support or pay alimony if the divorce is
granted.

Often this means the husband will,
in reality, have to help support two
families. In our economy this produces
a hardship. It not only produces hard-
ship on the divorced husband and the
wife, but it means that funds which
could be used to help propogate the
gospel are often absorbed in the un-
necessary expense of divorce.

We also see the consequence of
divorce in religious life. Seldom will the
hushand and the wife who are divorced
attend the same church.

And if and when they do, you can
rest assured that there is an estranged
feeling that often grieves the Holy
Spirit, This somehow short-circuits
the power of God in preaching the
gospel and causes the church to be
less influential in reaching the lost.

Each of you who reads these lines
knows by your own experience and
observation that there are sad conse-
quences and unpleasant situations in
every facet of our society because of
divorce.

For this reason, we must return to

the teaching of scripture to our young
people, of the sanctity of marriage,
and for them to be sure before they
choose a mate, that it is the one they
will be willing to live with throughout
their earthly life.

Unfortunately, many preachers are
caught up in the divorce mania. If and
when this happens, it usually means
the end of that man’s ministry. There
may be exceptions to this rule (I
Timeothy 3:2), but in most cases, if the
preacher is divorced (regardless of the
cause), his ministry is in jeopardy and
his usefulness minimized.

The Specific Conclusion

If you will read closely the scriptural
content on the subject of divorce, you
wil discover that there are exceptions,
and in my opinion, under certain cir-
cumstances, there are grounds for
divorce and remarriage.

| see one such circumstance in
Matthew 5:32. It seems to me that if
the marriage vow is broken and infidel-
ity is committed, that the spouse a-
gainst whom the sin is committed has
the prerogative to divorce his or her
spouse and is free to marry again, if
he or she so desires,

However, even if there has been
infidelity between husband and wife, it
is far better for them to be reconciled
and forgive and forsake their sin and
continue to live together in harmony
and peace. This, not only in order to
please the Lord and show His mercy,
but especially for the benefit of the
children.

Remember, adultery is not the un-
pardonable sin! On the other hand, if
reconciliation cannot be reached and
this sin is committed, it seems to me
that scripture gives the liberty for
divorce and possibly remarriage.

The Pharisees were trying to trap
the Lord Jesus by asking Him this
question. They wanted the privilege, it
seems, to grant the divorce for every
insignificant, trivial thing. This the Bible
does not allow.

There seems to be another excep-
tion, and in my opinion, a right for
divorce and perhaps remarriage in |
Corinthians 7:13-15.

—
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DIVORCE {From Page 9)

In this admonition from Paul, we
reach the conclusion that at no time is
a Christian authorized to put away a
spouse, whether a believer or not, as
long as that spouse, particularly the
unbeliever, is willing to remain. But if
the unbelieving spouse chooses to
depart and does so, then, Paul says, a
brother or sister is not under bondage
in such cases,

I cannot find in God's Word where a
believer is ever given the right to put
away a companion, except for fornica-
tion. If infidelity is committed, if the
marriage vow has been violated, and
adultery is the sin, and reconciliation
cannot be achieved, then in my opin-
ion, the one who was sinned against, is
as free as though they were dead.

Also, in my opinion, it seems the
scripture concludes that if the unbe-
tieving depart, after the believer has
tried to live right and to be the kind of
example that God expects, and then
the unbeliever continues to resist, and
leaves on their own volition, then the
Christian is not under bondage. This
would give the right to marry again,
only in the Lord.

I have endeavored to make it clear
that these statements are the opinion
of the writer. [ am sure that many
would not agree whole-heartedly with
my position.

I conclude that unless there are
justifiable grounds, as so described in
the scripture, that preachers should
not unite people in marriage who have
living spouses.

On the other hand, if we are con-
vinced that infidelity has been com-
mitted, and reconciliation is impossi-
ble, and that they could not live in
peace, or if the divorce was secured or
initiated by the unbeliever, then the
Christian is free, even to remarry, so
long as he or she marries another
Christian.

It appears that divorce, per se, does
not necessarily mean immorality has
been committed. It becomes adultery
when the one who initiated the divorce
remarries, unless the divorce was
granted because of adultery or fornica-
tion. A

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Raymond
Riggs is promotional secretary for the Tennes-
see State Association of Free Will Baptists.
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RECEIPTS:
State Design. Undesign. Total Dec.’81Year to Date
Alabama $ 103.00 $ 105959 § 118259 § 22142 $ 1287125
Arzona 00 69.99 69.99 298.52 429.37
Arhansas 00 3,905.69 3.905.69 3,125.34 42,675.02
California 1,250.88 1,250.88 870.79 12,873.53
Florida 106.11 2932.70 3.038.81 33.33 18,504 .44
Georgia 3,025.567 420.00 3.445.57 973.59 29,386 .31
Hawai 00 00 00 .00 235.00
Idaho 00 00 00 .00 444.12
Titinois 9,384.04 2,775.72 12,159.76 907.56 77.954.12
Indiana .00 00 00 .00 275.00
Kansas 501.34 512.90 1.014.24 776.68 2,948.55
Kentucky .00 416.78 416.78 32.00 923.78
Maryland .00 00 00 130.00 460.00
Michigan 2,940.22 690.59 3,630.81 5353.61 45,788.94
Mississippi 89.39 507.43 59682 869.51 8,326 91
Missouri 11,303.89 00 11,303.89 4.277.84 78,239.82
Mew Mexico .00 00 00 .00 1,401.90
North Carolina 265.00 60547 87047 580.20 8,749.19
Ohio 800.00 00 800.00 1,478.40 23,727.39
Oklabhoma 16,772.92 7.888.79  24651.71  29.717.97 329,105.99
South Carolina 00 00 00 .00 25.00
Tennessee 167.90 614.10 78200 1416.47 15,932.24
Tenas 2,464.32 68561 3,149.93 2 888.82 £5,851.65
Virginia 00 00 00 .00 770.49
West Virginia 270.52 28 59 299.11 00 1,194.20
Interest 00 285.00 285.00 600.00 285.00
Totals $48,194.22 $24,64983 $72.844.05 $54,552.05 $769,379.21
DISBURSEMENTS:
Executive $ 2,538.67 $ 819904 $10,737.71 § 9088.88 $126,067.11
Foreign Missions 28,949.57 4,194.97 33,144.54 28,140.21 365,299.56
Bible College 3,990.77 4,194.97 B,185.74 5537.61 87,154.58
Home Missions 11,2569.07 3,125.65 14,384.73 7.298.61 125.577.25
Retirement & Insurance 805.96 3.043.38 3,849.34 275498 34,401.73
Master’s Men 202.42 1,645.09 1,847.51 1.467.51 16,543.81
Commission on Theological

Liberalism 127.00 246.72 373.72 264.25 3.049.46
FWB Foundation 175.00 .00 175.00 .00 275.67
FWB Children’s Home 36.39 00 36.39 .00 36.39
WNAC 109.37 00 109.37 00 109.37
Convention .00 00 .00 00 740.00
Hillsdale College 00 00 00 00 115.97
Historicat Commission 00 00 00 00 8.31
Totals $48,194.22 32464983  $72,844.05  $54,552.05 $759,379.21




By Gloria Keylon

e always hear it: Any Chris-
w tian growth starts at home. |
believe this to be true.

If we are not faithful in little things,
we'll not be faithful in a greater work.
The home front should be a haven of
rest, peace, and quiet for any member
ofthe family, especially for the minister
of God.

The home is a busy place when
there isa family. The phone rings; kids
come and go. Children are a blessing
from God, and basically busy little
people. Dad needs quiet time to medi-
tate on his day’s happenings and to
relax.

After this, the children start settling
in for the evening. Dad listens to their
experiences, talks with them, some-
times seriously and sometimes laugh-
ingly.

Finally, when the kids are off to bed
and the house is quiet, Dad and Mom
talk and make decisions.

As a wife, watching this routine day
after day (and I'm sure | don’t stand
alone in this), lwatch in amazement as
my husband’s energy is renewed for
another day.

[ ask myself “Why? What did God
see in him to call him into such an
important work? Where does the
strength for this new task come from?”

Let me tell you about my husband,
the minister of God.

First, he loves the Lord. If you ask
him why, his answer is “Because He
brought me out of the deep miry clay,

Pastore...
Men of God

and His love and mercy will stand ever
true. If He can do this for me, I can do
something for others, namely leading
them to the Kingdom of God.”

Second, [ believe the Lord chose
my husband because of his dedication.
Jesus Christ is first in his life. The eyes
of the world, it seems, are on our
husbands at one time or another,
whether they are pastors or laymen,
seeking to find fault. Always trying to
trip them up with worldly stumbling
blocks, to find out just how sincere
they really are.

Through what he has learned in
Matthew 5, his outreach to the com-
munity has become greater. He has
grown in the Lord. He is sensitive to
the needs of the people in and about
the town, because of the love of God
conveyed through him to them.

I, as this man’s wife, am happy and
glad to be at home when he gets there,
Qur children respect their father and
look to him for guidance as a spokes-
man of God. His input to our home is
equally as important as his input to the
community.

I thank the Lord every day for my
family at home and our family in Christ!

ABQUT THE WRITER: Mrs, GloriaKeyilonisa
member of Bethel Free Will Baptist Church,
Allen, Oklahoma, where her husband, Tom,
pasfors.

11/CONTACT /March '83



12/CONTACT /March 83

By A Mother

few days ago we learned that
one of the girls in our church,
daughter of a Christian
mother and barely 16, is pregnant.
The headlines of our local paper
recently announced that the son of
one of our Christian acquaintances
was arrested for selling marijuana.
About a year ago the daughter of

one of our pastor friends turned “hip-
pie.” Shortly before that, the son of
one of the missionaries we know left
his wife and two children to live with
another woman.

A well-known evangelist’s son of
our acquaintance was jailed for shoot-
ing a man in an argument over a card
game.

Tocome closer home, our own son
was temporarily suspended from the
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t’'s been nine months since vour

last state meeting. You're anxious

to know how the new state mission
project is doing, who's pastoring where,
which Bible Bowl team won the com-
petition, and the latest needs of your
favorite missionary.

In just a few months you'll be back
at the state association. Hopefully,
you can catch up on the news there. ..
if you get to go. Wouldn't it be nice to
have a way of keeping up with all this
news on a regular basis?

There is a way! If you subscribe to
one of the 20 state papers published by
Free Will Baptists, you're able to keep
up with news from your state and the
whole denomination.

Did you know that Free Will Baptist
state publications have a combined
364 years of experience bringing the
news to their peaple? Our states spend
about $83,000 a year to keep almost
56,000 subscribers informed. On a
more personal level, that’s an average
of about $1.48 a year per subscriber.

It is the duty of these editors to
gather the news in its correct form,
edit it, get it ready to be printed, run it
through a press somewhere at a rea-
sonable cost, and send it to their ranks
before the news goes stale—some as
often as 12 times a year. Most of them
do it with no subscription charge.

Free Will Baptists have nothing to
be ashamed of when it comes to the
overall quality of our publications. Sure,
the editors know their publications
can be improved, and they’re working
on it

However, to do the job they do year
in and year out, with the funds and
facilities they have to work with, it's a
miracle we have the quality level we
do.

Of the four women and 16 men who
edit these publications, half are pas-
tors, business peopie, and housewives
who have to squeeze the task of printing
a paper into their spare time.

The other half are employed full
time as state promotional men who,
more often than not, burn the midnight
oil to crank out another issue just in
time because of other pressing duties.

Were it not for dedicated spouses,
secretaries, and volunteers who assist
the editors on every issue, a state
paper just might not be possible in
some areas.

While it is not true in every case, the
content of the publication a state pro-
duces is a pretty good barometer of
that state’s work. The areas where we
have a large concentration of estab-
lished and growing churches maintain
a healty state office which can produce
amore costly and detailed publicaticn,
Such is the case with Arkansas, Cali-
fornia, Georgia, Missouri, North Caro-
lina, Ohio, South Carolina, and Ten-
nessee.

On the other hand, it's amazing
what states like Alabama, Florida, Kan-
sas, Mississippi, and West Virginia, to
name afew, can do without the benefit
of a state office. Canada has one of the
best looking publications and serves
under 20 churches.

Many of these publications have
distinctives which set them apart from
the rest. For instance, Missouri has
the oldest paper among us. The Gem
has been telling Missouri's story for 53
years. Missouri and Ohio papers have
the distinction of being printed by
RandallHouse Publications in the same
magazine format as CONTACT.

North Carolina has the largest circu-
lation of all the papers. The Witness
reaches 8,900 pecple every other
month. More copies of Editor Tom
Lilly’s newspaper are distributed an-
nually than any other paper we have—
in excess of 53,000.

Alabama holds several distinctives.
It is the only paper printed by a state
mission board, and is the most expen-
sive publication printed. The Alabama
Free Will Baptist Digest, edited by
Rev. Dennis Kizzire, spends about £9¢
per copy, or $15,000 a year. It is also
the youngest of ali 20 publications.

Pastor and Bible Institute President
Bob Shockey mails an attractive news-
sheet which holds the record for being
the most economicai. The Bethel
Echoes goes to approximately 3,300
people, 12 times a year, for only 6¢ per
copy. It is funded by the Bethel Bible
Institute and serves the Kentucky State
Association.

The Ambassador, Ohio’smagazine,
edited by Alton Loveless, is the only
publication which pays its bills partially
with income from advertising. For $20
per column inch, an ad can be viewed
by the 5,200 Buckeyes and others who
receive this paper every other month.

Although each paper takes a little
different approach, they all are seeking
to reguiarly inform their constituents

about the work Free Will Baptists are
doing. Not only do they provide a
constant source of news, they aiso
prove to be an excellent resource in
researching the past. Some of cur
most important history can be found
by perusing a stack of old state publi-
cations.

What should you be getting from
your state paper? Your state publica-
tion should give you something that
you can't get anywhere else, Soif all a
state publication does is to reprint
CONTACT, it is waste of paper, time,
and money.

Even though a good recap of de-
nominational news is needed, the ma-
jority of the paper should inform yeou
about your state. If the editor is not
free to travel the state and gather this
news, the people should take it upon
themselves to send important news to
the editor, regularly.

Don’t complain about your area of
the state never gettingany coverage in
the state paper when you haven't sent
in anything, The biggest need, most of
our editors would tell you, is the need
for more news items and articies from
the people.

If you're doing something that
works—buiiding a new sanctuary,
starting a Christian Scheol, burning a
mortage, experiencing revival—tell
somebody!

There are certain ingredients for
which every Christian publication
should strive: quality printing, clear
pictures, correct spellingand grammar,
good paper, and attractive layout and
design, to name a few.

Besides this, there are other ingredi-
ents which can be built into a paper
over the years to make it a welk
rounded state publication. Here's a
sampling of the ingredients now found
in the 20 state publications now in
circulation:

Editorials

State Board's reports
Historical section
Youth articles
Financial reports
Humeor

Ministerial changes
Evangelism

Youth Camp
Obituaries

State Missionaries

|
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PUBLICATIONS (From Page 15)

Conference Reports
Special events
Master's Men
Sermons

National Association
Educational news
Pastors avaitable
Advertising

CTS competition
Poetry

Children’s Home
Church reports
Denominational news
Woman's Auxiliary
Missionary profiles
Reader’s letters
Sunday School Campaigns
Churches available
State Association
Pastor helps
[tineraries

Many editors have definite plans for
their publications. Alabama is consid-
ering cutting back on the size and
possibly going to newsprint. David
Jostin of Arkansas is attempting to
enroll the remaining 37 percent of their
churches who have yet tosubscribe to
The Vision.

The Ilinois Newsletter, edited by
David Shores, has plans to expand
from a mimeographed sheet into a
magazine format to aliow for more
material. Norwood Gibson has plans
for The Informer of South Carolina to
move to a monthly publication.

Tennessee’s paper, The Echo, plans
a 6,000 increase of the mailing list,
according to Editor Raymond Riggs.

With all these improvements, and
possibly the addition of some new
state publications, the Free Wil Baptist
news network seems headed for a
promotion. In spite of the billions the
news industry will spend this year to
inform the world, there will stilt be a
need for the men and women who
crank out nearly 500,000 copies of
Free Will Baptist state publications
each year to continue doing so.

Subscribe to your state paper. Sup-
port it with your papers and finances.
Send in news items, articles, and even
address corrections. Suggest ways that
it can better serve your state. It’s the
best way we have of telling our story
on the state level.

If we don’t tell it, who will? A

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Frank
Breeden is public relations assistant at Free Wil
Baptist Bible College. He is a member of
Donelson Free Wiil Baptisi Church, Nashuilie,
Tennessee.

STATE PAPER FREQUERCY CIRCUEAT
ALABAMA ALABAMA FWB DIGEST Bi-monthly 3,600
ARKANSAS THE VISION Monthiy 4,200
CALIFORNIA THE VOICE Monthly 1,100
CANADA THE GOSPEL STANDARD Bimonthly 550
FLORIDA CO-ORDINATOR Bi-monthly 1,500
GEORGIA PROMOTIONAL BULLETIN Monthly 2,020
ILLINOIS [LLINOJS NEWSLETTER Monthly 1,600
INDIANA KEY Bi-monthly 500
KANSAS THE ARROW Bi-monthly 300
KENTUCKY BETHEL ECHOES Monthly 3,300
MISSISSIPFI MISSISSIPPI MESSENGER Monthly 1,600
MISSOURI FREE WILL BAPTIST GEM Bi-monthly 2,000
NORTH CAROLINA THE WITNESS Bi-monthly 8,900
NORTHWEST ASSN, THE NORWESTER As Needed

OHIO THE AMBASSADOR Bi-monthly 5,200
OKLAHOMA THE PROMOTER Bi-monthiy 7,000
SOUTH CAROLINA THE INFORMER Bi-monthly 3,500
TENNESSEE THE ECHO Bi-monthly 4,000
TEXAS THE TEXAS CHALLENGE Bi-monthly 1,200
WEST VIRGINIA WEST VIRGINIA FWB Monthly 3,900
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Latter-Dav Jesus

What the Mormons

By Frank T. Slaughter

ormon doctrine and theol-
ogy may be the most com-
plicated arrangement of
facts, distortions, and myth ever de-
vised.

On the surface, the Mormon view
of Christ seems no different than the
orthodox Protestant view. The Latter-
Day Saints go to great efforts to appear
to be Christian.

But the fact is, an examination of
their system will show that Mormens
have an entirely different concept of
Jesus Christ than do orthodox Chris-
tians.

Mormon Sources
of Authority

Literary

The Mormon doctrine of Christ is
not based on the Bible alone. They
develop their teachings from five
sources which they consider authorita-
tive.

The Latter-Day Saints base their
system on four books. The Pearl! of
Great Price, written by Joseph Smith
contains their articles of faith. Doc-
trines and Covenants contains revela-
tions given to Joseph Smith and a final
revelation given to Brigham Young.

The Book of Mormon contains an
alleged account of two waves of immi-
gration to the American continents, as
a result of the dispersion of peoples at
the Tower of Babel.

really think about Jesus.

The first group, the Jaredites, mi-
grated to Central America. Because of
internal wars the Jaredites were de-
stroyed.

The second migration was that of a
Jewish family, led by Lehi, which set-
tled in South America and became two
great nations. The Nephites were those
who followed God’s commandments.
The Lamanites were those who re-
belled against God.

In A.D. 34, Christ appeared to the
Nephites, preached the gospel, insti-
tuted baptism and communion, along
with the Priesthood and other cere-
monies. After a period of 200 years,
the Nephites and Lamanites became
hostile toward one another. The
Lamanites destroyed the Nephites.

The history of these people had
been recorded by Mormon on golden
plates and buried in the hill Cumorah.

In the final battle between the
Lamanites and the Nephites, all the
Nephites were killed except one,
Moroni. Moroni, the son of Mormon,
then added additional plates. Four
hundred years later, in 1823-27, Moroni
{now an angel} appears to Joseph
Smith revealing the whereabouts of
the plates.

Mormons claim that Il Corinthians
13:1, “In the mouth of two or three
witnesses every word shall be estab-
lished” is substantiation that the Book
of Mormonis a witness on the western
continent, the Bible on the eastern.

The King James Version of the
Bible is another authoritative source in
the Mormon system. The Latter-Day
Saints have a translation of the Bible
known as the Inspired Version, but
use the King James because the In-
spired Version was never completed
by Joseph Smith.

From their understanding of Il Co-
rinthians 13:1, then, the Bible and the
Book of Mormon are witnesses of the
same Christ. Even though they believe
the Bible is subject to correct transla-
tion, the Latter-Day Saints stress that
there is no conflict of authorities.

The facts show, however, that there
are many glowing contradictions be-
tween the Bible and the Book of
Mormon. By stating that the Bible
must be correctly translated, Mormons
have a way out when conflicts occur,

The President

Their President is the fifth source of
authority for the Mormon church. The
President is a “revelator.”

Doctrines and Covenants contains
revelations to Joseph Smith. The state-
ment that the head of the church is a
source of authority from God, known
as the President, comes from a work
by Joseph Smith.

Mormons accept that Joseph Smith,
and subsequent heads of the church,



e e —

pass on to the church revelations
direct from God. The authority of the
President is firmly established because
the Latter-Day Saints believe the Presi-
dentis “aseer, arevelator, a translator,
and a prophet having ali the gifts of
God.” What he says can become the
doctrine of the church.,

Consequently, their doctrines are
never settled and can be added to.

Mormons do not accept any author-
ity outside themselves. When consid-
ering the Bible, the Bible is accepted
only as far as it is “correctly trans-
lated.”

Neither the Book of Mormon nor
any of their other sources carry that
same stipulation. Therefore, when con-
sidering their view of Christ, be as-
sured that it is theirs and not something
they developed from other sources.

Jesus In Eternity Past

Orthodox Christianity professes
that Jesus Christ is a member of the
Godhead and as such is eternal. He
had no beginning, He always was, and
always wili be,

Mormons believe that Christ is a
spirit-child as are all of us. We all had
spirits which existed prior to our
bodies, begotien by God and later
born into the eternal world.

Christ’s relationship to us is simply
that He was first; He is greater in
degree, not in kind. We all existed as
spirits; He was first to take a body
upon this earth.

We might think that this brings
Christ down to the level of man, but in
the Mormon system it means that
individuals are on the same level as
Christ.

Christ and the Trinity

Mormon teaching concerning the
Trinity is most confusing. Sometimes
they teach what could be understood
as an orthodox view, while at other
times they teach there is anly one God
not a Trinity, and still again the plurality
of gods.

In the Book of Mormon (Il Nephi
32:21 and Alma 11:44}, the Trinity is
taught. From Teachings of Joseph
Smith this is refuted and the plurality
of gods is given.

Since Mormans believe that God
reveals new truth through the Presi-
dent, their views can change. The
current view is that of plurality of gods.

All Mormons are spirit-children of
Elohim and will one day be as God is.
They will be God themselves which
must negate any concept of a Trinity
as orthadox Christianity professes.

Jesus as Creator

The Latter-Day Saints attribute the
creation of “this earth” to Jesus Christ.
He was, however, helped by: Michael
who was Adam, perhaps Noah and
Enoch, Abraham, Moses, Peter, James
and John, and possibly Joseph Smith.

This theory does away with Christ’s
omnipotence. It also implies that others
(pre-existent spirit-children) had power
to create.

However the Mormon idea of crea-
tion is different—they believe that
nothing is created, but organized. All
matter has always existed and was not
created. Matter had no beginning and
will have no end.

The word create is redefined as
organize. So when it is said that Jesus
created the world, they mean some-
thing else altogether.

Jesus On Earth

The orthodox Christian teachings
about Christ becoming a man are
taken from the Bible, which teaches
that the virgin Mary was found preg-
nant without the aid of a man, that the
Holy Spirit caused her to receive the
seed of Jesus without physical union.

Mormons believe that the Father
cohabited with Mary, a mortal, and
she conceived in the normal manner.
An immortal God cohabited with a
mortal.

This gives Jesus a special place and
rank because of His unique birth, not
unlike myths of Greek and Roman
literature.

Christ’s Work

Instead of man being separated
from God and unable to be reunited
except through Christ, Mormon teach-
ing is that God used Adam’s fall to
bring man to Him,

Christians believe that the atone-
ment Christ offers is the only way to
restare men to God; Mormons believe
they can pay for reunion. Joseph Smith
says that those who die without the
knowledge of the gospel will have to
pay for their transgressions. They also
profess to believe that through the
atonement of Christ all men may be
saved.

Caonfusing, until one knows the
Latter-Day Saints have two levels of
salvation. Universal salvation is avail-
able to all because Christ died and,
thereby, everyone will be resurrected.
Individual salvation is to those who
believe and obey.

If one does not believe and obey
now, he will later. All their statements
lead one to believe saivation can be
attained before or after physical death.

Christians believe that people who
do not accept the atonement of Christ
at death wiil have no more opportunity
to be saved. Their separation from
God leaves them in Hell. The atone-
ment loses its significance if it means
that all men will have universal salva-
tion. Man then has no need to be
saved or to fear Hell,

One wonders what the significance
of the atonement is to the average
Marmen. The demands of justice re-
quire the atonement, but man is indi-
vidually saved as he believes and obeys.
The absence of the absolute necessity
for Christ's atonement makes it diffi-
cult or maybe even impossible for an
orthodox Christian ta understand what
Mormons mean when they say faith is
necessary to salvation.

To complicate the issue even more,
Maormons do believe in Hell for a small
group of the worst sinners.

The atonement then became an act
whereby all men are saved in a uni-
versal sense. Individual salvation then
becomes what the Mormon is seeking.
Since Christ’s atonement is applied to
all, individual salvation becomes the
mote significant aspect. Individual sal-
vation involves being accepted into
the Celestial Kingdom.

The Celestial Kingdom is where
onemay dweitin the presence of God.
The Terrestrial Kingdom and T elestial
Kingdom will be where those who are

N
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By Robert Picirilli

s you consider raising or giving
A money to Free Will Baptist

Bible College, you naturally
want to know how much the college
really needs financial support at this
time. That would always be true; add
to that the fact that there has recently
been serious misinformation distrib-
uted about our financial situation, and
the need for specific facts is even
greater than usual.

Fact #1: The excess of income
over expenditures (general fund) last
year was $50,389.92 (not $225,000 as
wrongly reported from a mid-year fig-
ure}.

Fact #2: The budget for the cur-
rent year has a built-in deficit (excess
of planned expenditures over antici-
pated normal income) of $84,000.

We hoped to cover this deficit by last
year's excess; but since last year’s
excess was just over $50,000 (fact #1),
we thus starfed this year with an
expected $34,000 deficit. (And this
was known when Dr. Thigpen's appeal
letter went out last spring.)

Furthermore, student income this
year will be somewhat lower than was
anticipated in this bucdget.

Fact #3: It was wrongly reported
that the value of our general fund at
the end of 1980-81 was $354,000. Two
serious errors were involved in that
report.

First, someone apparently got this
figure from the total “assets” reported
and forgot to subtract the “liabilities”
total on the next page. That error
alone makes a $150,000 difference!

Second, they must not have under-
stood that included in those “assets”
was a figure of $249,000 owed to the
general fund account from the building
fundaccount—thus, money we do not
have{and simply carried on the books
as an asset in case the building fund
can ever raise it and pay it to the
general fund),

The truth, then, is at the close of
1980-81, after subtracting liabilities
from assets, and not counting the
amount owed to the general fund by
the building fund, the actual“balance™
was $40,989.28 in the hole!

Fact #4: The college does have
combined annuity and endowment
funds of a little over $200,000, as
reported. What was not reported was:
(1) these funds cannot be expended
for general fund operation; (2) they are
much too low, as endowment funds
shouid be, providing only $10,000 to
$12,000 {in interest income) for general
fund use each year.

Fact #5: The college does have a
student loan fund of $200,000 as re-
ported: that, too: (1} cannot be used
for general fund operation; (2} is very
insufficient for needs.

It “revolves,” of course, as some
pay back and others borrow, but every
year we have to send students to the
bank to borrow at more expensive
inferest rates because our fund is not
enough to cover all needed student
loans.

Fact #6: If, as reported, we in-
herited an estate (as of last June, or
any other date) of $100,000 to $150,000,
we know nothing at all about it, We
have noidea as to the source of such a
rumor.

Fact #7: The women'’s dorm does
not pay its own way (as incorrectly

Free Will Baptist
Bible College !

reported), and has to be supplemented
from general fund income.

Fact #8: All other buildings on
campus are not “paid for.” (1) The
three new houses on Richiand cost
$264,500, with mortgages assumed of
$125,000. (2) In addition to that, and
thebalance on the women’s dormitory,
the building fund now owes the general
fund (see fact #3, above) $483,773.82,

In Conclusion

We will be happy to show the books
to anyone who desires to confirm this
information for themselves. Mean-
while, there are two sides to the pic-
ture. On the one hand, the picture
shows a serious and urgent need, as
much as always and even more.,

On the other hand, so long as our
people continue to support generously,
as always, we do not expect a financial
crisis. You can give or encourage
others to give, knowing that there is a
real need. i

ABOUT THE WRITER: Dr. Robert Picirilliis the
dean at Free Will Baptist Bible College, Nash-
ville, Tennessee,
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FWB PENSION BENEFITS
TOP $100,000

NASHVILLE, TN—The Free Wili Bap-
tist Retirement Pension Plan has paid
out more than $100,000 in benefits
since its organization in 1969, accord-
ing to Director Herman Hersey,

The $100,000-mark was reached on
December 31, 1982, Director Hersey
confirmed.

Pension Pian benefits include disa-
bility, death and retirement income for
ministers, lay employees, and minis-
ters’ widows.

Approximately 600 ministers, mis-
sionaries and church or denomina-
tional employees currently participate
in three plans offered through the
retirement program.

Pension funds now held in trust
total $1.9 million with an average daily
increase of $1,000.

MALCOLM FRY TO LEAVE RANDALL HOUSE

NASHVILLE, TN-Dr. Malcolm C.
Fry, 54.year-old assistant director of
the Sunday School and Church Train-
ing Department, announced that he
will be leaving the department following
the 1983 Nationali Convention in Co-
lumbus, Ohio.

In notifying Director Roger Reeds
and the Board of his decision, Dr. Fry,
who will complete 12 years' service at
the national level this July, said his
pians were indefinife beyond the fact
that he believed it to be God’s will for
him to return to the pastorate at this
time,

Prior to leaving the pastorate in
1971 to accept a position with the
Church Training Service Department,
the Michigan native had pastored more

than 15 years in Arizona, Texas, Ten-
nessee, and Louisiana.

Dr. Fry served as general director
of the Church Training Service Depart-
ment 1972-1978, at which time he,
along with Sunday School Department
Director Roger Reeds, led the two
departments in merger proceedings.

Since the departments merged into
the Sunday School and Church Train-
ing Department, Dr. Fry has had major
responsibilities in the areas of confer-
ences and curriculum. He directs the
National Youth Convention and the
annuai Writer's Contest and Writers’
Conference. He also organizes confer-
ences on Developing Christian Leader-
ship and exhibits for Randall House
Publications at Sunday School and
Christian education conferences and
conventions.

In addition to conducting work-
shops and seminars, Dr. Fry oversees
the editorial division of the Sunday
School and Church Training Depart-
ment.

Dr. Fry has written seven books.
He is an accomplished vocalist and
has made three albums. He earned the
master of education degree from the
University of Arizona, and the doctor
of ministry from Luther Rice Seminary.

Malcolm and Mae Fry say they
consider the past 12 years rewarding
to both of them, especially in the areas
of writing, training and youth,

NEW CHURCH DEDICATED IN OKLAHOMA

SAPULPA, OK-—The Pilgrims-in-
Faith Free Will Baptist Church con-
ducted dedication services on Novem-
ber 7, 1982, commemorating comple-
tion of a 3,600-square foot sanctuary
and educational area, according to
Pastor Larry Tuttle.

The all-day services were attended
by more than 150 members and guests,
In less than one year, after beginning
with 25 charter members and no place
to meet, the group now averages 44 in
Sunday School and 58 in morning
worship.

Reverend Bill Ketchum preached
the dedicatory message Sunday after-
noon. Moderator Joel Kircher of the
Central Area Quarterly Meeting gave

the prayer of dedication.

Memorials in the form of sanctuary
furniture donated by individuals and
famiiies in memory of loved ones were
dedicated in the service also.

A communion and feet washing
service was held Sunday evening.

The church began in August 1981
as a seven-member group that metina
Kellyville home for prayer meeting.
The group met in homes, an area
restaurant and the Creek County Fair-
grounds before completion of its per-
manent home on Highway 66.

The church purchased two acresin
January 1982, The mortgage for the
land was cleared in June, and the
church celebrated with a “mortgage

burning” on June 6.

The next day, a construction loan
was signed with American National
Bank, and groundbreaking was held
July 11.

The new building was constructed
atacostof $11.11 per square foot, The
congregation and others wired the
building, msulated and painted the
walls, installed the heating and air
conditioning systems, and did the trim
waork,

“This church stands here as a tribute
to the Living God and our Savior
Jesus Christ and as a testimony to
what the faith, prayers, desire to work,
and sacrifice of a few of God’s people
can accomplish,” said Pastor Tuttle.




MISSISSIPPI CHURCH BURNS NOTE

COLUMBUS, MS—First Free Will
Baptist Church, Columbus, burned
the note which frees ail the church
property from debt. The note was paid
off 10 years in advance of its due date.

The church owns properties on
Main Street as well as a house adjacent
ta the church on 19th Street and a
parsonage in East Columbus. Addi-
tional properties have been acquired
for parking on 18th Street and at its
intersection with Main Street.

Total church properties are valued
at one million dollars. Auditorium and
ecducational space can accommodate
over 600 people.

First FWB Church beganin 1934 as
the result of a tent revival with Rever-

end M. L. Hollis. The original building
was completed in 1935 and the church
was formally organized on July 6,
1936, by its first pastor, Brother Hollis.

In 1953 the first addition was com-
pleted under the ministry of Dr. J. D.
O’Donnell, Added at that time were
eight Sunday School rooms. In 1962,
during the pastorate of Reverend Paul
Ketteman, the fellowship hall was com-
pleted and the auditorium renovated.

The church had a fire in 1964 which
damaged most of the building. Further
renovation was done under the leader-
ship of Reverend Randy Cox. Several
years later, a massive building program
was undertaken. A new auditorium,
Sunday School rooms and church

offices were built on an adjacent lot.
The old building received a face lift
inside and out in order to provide for
outside beauty and inside classroom
use.

First Church has enjoved a promi-
nent place in its community for over 46
vears. [t served as the site for the 1942
National Association and was the place
where Free Will Baptists decided to
organize and build Free Will Baptist
Bible Coliege.

Qver the years the church has seen
many of its youth commit themselves
to Christ, the church and the denomi-
nafion. The present pastor, Reverend
Miiton Fields, is a product of the
church.

CHURCH SETS
ATTENDANCE RECORD

FLORENCE, AL —First Free Wili Bap-
tist Church, Florence, shattered their
old attendance mark by 100 when
1,266 worshipers crowded into their
facilities on October 31, 1982,

Officials reported that 616 came on
buses, also breaking the previous bus
high by 101, a record set one vear
earlier.

Pastor Tom Malone said the pri-
mary goal for the “Camp Meeting
Sunday” was to catch the camp meet-
ing spirit with fervent preaching and
spiritual singing. The congregation had
been praying for weeks for personal
and church-wide revival.

The secondary goal was to break all
existing attendance records. Sunday
School was called off that day to allow
for a special combined service.

Home Missions Director Roy
Thomas preached during the morning
service, which resulfed in numerous
decisions, including 10 for salvation.

The group planned a special time of
testimonies from members who re-
membered the camp meetings of years
ago.

During Junior Church activities,
some 30 boys and girls responded to
the gospel invitation. There were 565
in Junior Church,.

OKLAHOMA PASTOR TAPPED FOR EVANGELISM POST

NASHVILLE, TN—The Home Mis-
sions Department has named Rever-
end Connie Cariker, pastor of West
Tulsa Free Will Baptist Church in
Tulsa, Oklahoma, as the new director
for its Division of Evangelism and
Church Growth.

Reverend Cariker, well-known pas-
tor and church builder, has preached
in Free Will Baptist churches from
coast to coast. He has been widely
used in evangelism and church growth
conferences, Bible conferences, re-
vivals, and as a speaker at the National
Association.

His only pastorate is his present
one, where he has labored 21 years.
During that time he led the congrega-
tion to an attendance high of 1,205 in
Sunday School. He has distinguished
himself by his genuineness in commu-
nicating to people, not only in his local
church, but also on the state and
national levels.

Brother Cariker has held numerous
offices in the Oklahoma State Associa-
tion. He is currently a member of both
the Oklahoma State and the National
Sunday School Boards.

He has been effective in communi-
cating church growth methods to pas-
tors, sharing practical ideas on how to
build church attendance and develop
soul winners.

Reverend Cariker and his wife, Glo,
have two daughters, Tracy, who is a
senior at Hillsdale Free Will Baptist
College, and Jan, who is a sophomore
at Free Will Baptist Bible College.
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Goldie Bristol with Carol
McGinnis, When It's Hard to For-
give (Wheaton: Victor Books, 1952,
167 pp., paperback, $4.95).

his month1 have the privilege of

I reviewing a book which is co-

authored by aFree Will Baptist.

The volume grows out of the personal
experience of Goldie Bristol.

Mrs. Bristol's 21-year-old daughter,
Diane, was brutally raped and mur-
deredin 1970. Threeyears after Diane's
death, her assailant was captured,
convicted, and sentenced to life in
prison,

This tragedy was, of course, a crush-
ing blow to Goldie, her husband, and
other family members. Because of
their Christian commitment, Goldie
and her husband did not become
bitter and filled with hate. They were
deeply hurt, but their lives were not
consumed with hatred for the man
who had done this terrible thing to
their daughter.

Top Shelf

Thomas Marberry

After some months, they found that
they were even able to pray for their
daughter’s murderer, Eventually, they
met him face to face and expressed to
him their forgiveness. They also shared
with him the forgiveness of God which
was available to him,

As aresult of this experience, Goldie
began a systematic study of the Chris-
tian concept of forgiveness. She spoke
to a variety of Christian audiences
concerning the importance of forgive-
ness in the Christian life. This book
presents something of her conclusions.

In this book Goldie and Carol assert
that forgiveness is essential to a well-
rounded Christian life. The message of
Christ is a message of forgiveness.
The ministry of God is a ministry of
forgiveness.

Forgiveness is not a natural human
quality, but it is a command of God. It
is a spirit and an attitude which a
Christian can develop when he fully
surrenders his life to Christ. Forgive-
ness is costly, and it means that the
Christian must be willing to give up
revenge.

Yet a Christian who does not de-
velop the ability to forgive is headed
for serious spiritual problems. Anger,
hatred, bitterness, jealousy, and envy
will grow and fester if there is no
forgiveness. The inability to forgive
may eventually separate a Christian
from other people and from God.

These authors present a number of
suggestions which can help Christians
develop an attitude of forgiveness,
They also point out that forgiveness
does not mean an indifference to evil
or that one condones that which is
wrong.

Forgiveness is a powerful thing. It is
soimportant to the Christian life that it
cannot be overlooked. Perhaps the
counse! of Goldie and Carol can help
each of us to further our own Christian
growth through forgiveness. &

newsfront

{continued)

‘ALWAYS ABOUNDING’,
THEME FOR SPRING
ENLARGEMENT CAMPAIGN

NASHVILLE, TN—The annual spring
Sunday School enlargement campaign
is designed to remind participants of
the resurrection and second coming of
the Lord.

The “Always Abounding” theme
features the rising sun, and was a-
dopted for two reasons, according to
Sunday School and Church Training
Department officials.

First, the context of the theme
verse (] Corinthians 15:58} is the resur-
rection. The rising of the sun each
morning speaks symbolically of the
resurrection.

Second, the rising sun also speaks
of the coming of the Son of Righteous-
ness, the Lord Jesus Christ,

The spring campaign is four weeks
inlength, beginning March 6, 1983 and
concluding on March 27.

The campaign will organize compe-
tition on the basis of average Sunday
School attendance during the Fall
quarter, 1982, as follows:

Division A over 500 average

Division B 400-500 average

Division C 300-399 average

Division D 200-299 average

Division E 150-199 average

Division F 100-149 average

Division G 50-99 average

Division H under 49 average

Division |~Newly Established

The present size of your Sunday

School does not prevent you from
being eligible to win in your division,
Campaign materials are available from
the Sunday School and Church Train-
ing Department. Entry blanks must be
postmarked no later than March 4,
1983.



























