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FIGHT (from page 3)

her. Overblown responses to smail
irritations are symptomatic of more
serious problems,

Stick to one subject at a time. Limit
the fight to this one issue. If several
issues are botheringyou, take one at a
time. If your mate brings up a side
issue, set it on the back burner until
fater,

Back up every statement or accusa-
tion with fact. Even as you state the
facts, always speak the truth in love
{See Ephesians 4:15).

Sit where you can face each other.
Try sitting at the kitchen table instead
of opposite ends of the driveway!

Hold hands while you're fighting.
Now, before you laugh at this sugges-
tion, give it a try,

My husband places this technique
high on his list. I can perch on my soap
box, but the minute he grabs me and
squeezes me good, | calm down.
There’s healing in the fouch.

When something is disturbing us,
it'’s more important than ever to be
close to each other and touch. Touch-
ing reminds us that we are more
important than the problem. If we
refuse to touch, we're more set on
winning the fight than improving our
relationship.

Be completely honest with vour
mate. Say what you really feel without
being brutal. Express vour present
feelings rather than past thoughts or
feelings.

Avoid making indirect statements.
“Some wives would be angry with their
husbands for leaving their dirty work
clothes on the bathroom floor night
after night.” “Other gquys expect their
wives to have a hot meal ready the
minute they get home from work.”

We are not speaking the truth when
we respond to our mate's “What's
wrong, honey?” with “Oh, nothing.”
What we're saying with our lips is not
matching our facial expression or our
actions.

Attack the problem, not vour mate.
Work at solving the problem rather
than defeating yvour spouse. The solu-
tion is reached easier once you deal
with the problem, and don’t use the
problem as a means of attacking each
other.

Respond, don’t react. Don’t react
to your mate’s attitudes or speech or
conduct, Instead, respond in love to
whatever need he or she has.

Even if your partner attacks you,
unjustly criticizes you, or falsely ac-
cuses you, recall the sinful reactions
spelled out for us in Ephesians 4:31-32.
Display the biblical responses: be kind,
tenderhearted and forgiving.

Learn to laugh—not at your mate
but at the silliness of the situation. A
merry heart does good like a medicine
{Proverbs 17:22}. Laughter is an excel-
lent healing agent.

Make “I” statements rather fhan
“You" statements. If you accuse your
mate with, “You . . . ,” he or she
becomes defensive, Claim the problem
as your own. Not “You make me so
mad” but “! feel angry whenyou...."”
Or “I am disappointed that you . . .’

Speak in terms of your perspective,
not absolute fact. “This is the way |
understand it. This is the way it came
to me. I may be wrong. Help me to see
your viewpoint, I do want to hear what
you are saying.”

See the situation from vour mate’s
viewpoint. In conflicts we try to impose
our views, our preferences on our
mate and get him/her to change and
agree with us. But in solving conflict
we must listen creatively to our mate’s
opinions and viewpoints.

Because we can be blind to our own
faults, we need to see ourselves from
our mate’s perspective, We need to
hear about ourselves from our mates.

Consider compromise. You're not
out to condemn or defeat or tear down
each other—but to correct a problem.
So come up with a positive solution.
Even in the most foving, compatible
relationship, compromises are often
needed.

Dr. Helene Newman, a New York
psychotherapist, suggests, “Compro-
mise is a necessary and healthy way of
dealing with the needs of two entirely
different people. Of course, it also
requires you to tolerate a certain a-
mount of frustration—you don’t get
everything you want just when you
want it. And sometimes vou'll give
more than you get. Even so, whatever
you sacrifice is asmall thing compared
to what you ultimately gain: a strong,
loving relationship.”

Be forgiving. Failure to forgive vio-
lates God’s Word. [t leads to resent-
ment and bitterness which in turn
causes physical and emotional dis-
turbances,

Forgiving is Christlike. We forgive
our mate because we have experi-

enced God's forgiveness—and His for-

giveness enables us to forgive others.
“'m sorry. Will you forgive me?”
“I was wrong. You are right.”

To keep your marriage brimming with
love in the loving cup,

Wheneuver you're wrong, admit it;
When you're right, shut up.

Work toward reconciliation. This is
the goal—always! Your goal is not to
establish your own rightness or to
change your mate so you won’t have
to suffer what you've been suffering.

God’s design has always been,
“They shall be one flesh” (Genesis
2:24¢). Oneness. Closeness. Together-
ness. Intimacy.

Now, the fight is over. You have
new insights into your mate and your-
self. During the argument you've
touched some deep realities. And you
and your mate will enjoy a greater
degree of intimacy than you experi-
enced before the conflict arose,

Remember, conflicts don't make
you, they reveal what you really are.

God designed marriage. He has all
the tools in His Word needed to make
it work. The more of God’s Word we
act on, the sweeter the marriage rela-
tionship will be. This includes com-
mands and principles in resolving con-
flicts.

C. S. Lovett suggests, “We're like
tough meat. It takes pressure to change
us, None of us changes unless he has
to, and God knows it. So He gave us
marriage as the perfect pressure pot
for breaking down our stubborn wills
and reshaping us in His likeness.” &

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mrs. June R, Critcher
is a frequent contributor to CONTACT Maga-
zine. In addition to conductingMarriage Enrich-
ment Seminars, Harold and Jure Critcher
direct the Singles’ Ministries at Donelson Free
Will Baptist Church, Nashuille, Tennessee. She
and her husband are involved in an active
counseling ministry in Middle Tennessee.






The Homosexual Nightmare

By Kenneth W. Walker

he headline screamed, “Pan-

el: Homosexuals’ Ordination

O.K.” The article said that
the Judicial Council of a 9.5 million
member denomination had ruled that
the denomination’s law allows the ordi-
nation of homosexuals as ministers.
“We find no provision making same-
sex orientation a disqualification for
ordination,” the council said in a unani-
mous opinion.

Another headline declared, “Gays
Gaining Ground in Society-~Churches
and State Helping Too.” The article
revealed a softening and compromising
attitude by the church on the problem.
A valid question is in order. Is “Gay
Liberation” symptomatic of a society
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given up and over to its own lusts and
soon to be abandoned by God?

Anyone who reads a newspaper,
listens to the news, or who has his ear
to the ground on current attitudes
soon realizes the liberal trend in the
matter. The press is basically liberal
and seeks to war against the conserva-
tive right.

Rights of the homosexual are pitted
against standards of the conservative
community in such a fashion that
objections to homosexualism are made
to look wrong by the subjectivism and
humanism of the press. The homo-
sexual has the freedom in this country
to tive his non-biblical lifestyle. The
problem is that the homosexual is past
seekingan attitude of public tolerance.
Now the homosexual demands not
just tolerance, but acceptance and
approval.

When people are bombarded with
this emphasis time and again, the
effect takes its toll in a softening atti-
tude toward what is called an “alterna-
tive lifestyle”. A shrug of the shoulders,
a curl of the lip, and a comment such
as, “It isn’t my cup of tea, but to each
his own,” may come forth,

One might understand an unregen-
erate society responding thusly, but
such an attitude must never come
from the church. The church recog-
nizes the Bible as its final rule of faith
and practice and refuses to compro-
mise the issue, choosing the only
course open to it biblically—denounc-
ing the sin on the one hand while
holding forth hope for the sinner on
the other hand.

Homosexuals seek to justify their
position by implying that they can't
help it because they were born gay,
claiming that homosexuality results
from some physical malady or a genetic
factor. But such claims cannot be
substantiated.

The truthis that homosexual activity
is amisdirection of sexual drives and a
developed lifestyle {See Romans 1:18-
32). Itisan acquired and accepted way
of life that is at the same time an
abomination before God.

If the Christian community is to
maintain a biblical testimony, it must
condemn what God condemns, We
dare not approve what God says is
wrong. We are never going to outtalk
this world’s rationalizing subjectivity
on the homosexual issue. Perhaps we
err if we even try. But we can heed the
Word of Ged, hold to its truth, and

harness the power of the Word to
change the homosexual through re-
pentance and faith.

The Bibie never approves homo-
sexuality as an acceptable alternative
lifestyle, Beginning with creation God
created male and female with design
toward a heterosexual relationship,
not two males or two females. They
were told to repienish (fill) the earth

discipline the thief or the drunkard to
help him get back on track with God
and the church, should we not also
extend as much compassion and desire
to help and correct the homosexual?
Asthe church disciplines in this matter,
we cannot take the attitude of some
parents, who after disciplining a chiid,
apologize for the hurt feelings. The
hurt is part of the discipline,

“We cannot make legal-
lv right what is morally
wrong.”

with people. A homosexual lifestyle
would and does thwart God’s plan.

The Bible speaks plainiy and force-
fully in this matter. The scriptures
reveal God’s attitude on the subject.
Genesis 19:1-11; Leviticus 18:22, 20:13;
Deuteronomy 23:17; I Kings 14:24,
15:11-12, 22:45-46; 1l Kings 23:7; Ro-
mans 1:18-32; | Corinthians 6:9; 1
Peter 2:1-6. Homosexuality is a sin
that must be dealt with as other sins,
i.e. scripturatly.

The Christian and the church, must
face the subject with the Bible in mind.
We are not governed in our spiritual
walk by a civil government that is
mostly tuned into humanism and
subjectivism. “We cannot make legally
right a moral wrong!”

The scriptures objectively meet the
problem. But while we can easily define
the problem from the Bible, let us not
be devoid of compassion. Surely we
can show compassion by God’s grace
apart from compromise.

A faltacy in church discipline seems
to be that we see some sins deserving
of discipline while others are over-
looked. We are (I trust) ready to
discipline the drunkard (or drinker)
and those guilty of adultery or murder.
But the gossiper and the glutton are
just frowned upon. The church must
be consistent in counseling and disci-
pline.

If we are willing to counsel and/or

The problem exists, If your church
has not been touched with it in the
past, you can look for it in the future.
Wemust seek to understand the prob-
lem and minister to it effectively. It will
not go away if ignored.

The Bible teaches us that the homo-
sexual can be saved, Paul implied this
in 1 Corinthians 6:11. In fact, some in
that very church had been saved from
such alifestyle. God is no less willing to
save such from (not in) their sins
today.

Notice the words that Pautwrote to
the church at Corinth: “And such
were some of you: but ye are washed,
but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified
in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by
the Spirit of our God.”

Let us arm ourselves with the same
message of hope for all. Let us not
neglect to minister to those held in the
bonds of homosexuality. We have the
message of deliverance. God can lib-
erate the homosexualla

ABQUT THE WRITER: Reverend Kenneth M.
Walker pastars First Free Will Baptist Church,
Deerfield Beach, Florida. He is a 1958 graduate
of Free Will Baptist Bible College. A former
home missionary, Brother Walker labored 15
vears in church extension work where he
esfablished three new churches: Arlington, Vir-
ginia; Tulsa, Cklahoma; and Mobife, Alabama.
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Then | realized I'd been choosing
the best of everything for myself more
and more frequently. [ was developing
a deep fear that others would take
advantage of me, leaving me with
nothing.

I didn't expect God to listen to me
after alt these admissions, but an im-
pression came immediately, “Give
yourself, then!”

“But I don’t know how to give
myself,” | objected. “You'll have to
help me.”

Giving Myself at Last

In the four months that rernained
before we were to leave | determined
to try forgetting myself. That meant
that when people needed my help I'd
stop trying to get comfortable amid
the many mosquitoes and in the trop-
ical heat.

It also meant making the effort to
really listen to each of the Bahinemo
people who called me daughter,
mother, or sister-in-law.

As | gave myself to the people,
specific ways to solve their individual
problems seemed to come to mind.
Creative ways to explain the scriptures
and show them how Christ could meet
their needs carme more naturally,

AsIstopped clinging desperately to
my husband, expecting him to meet
my needs, he was freer to reach out to
others.

Amazing! After we'd concentrated
on their needs four months, everyone
in Wagu village eagerly turned to trust
in God. No longer did they fearfully try
to placate the many water and bush
spirits or appeal for help from ancestral
ghosts.

Of course, the five years of practical,
though often reluctant, medical help
and special training had laid the
groundwork for these changes.

The most meaningful help had been
keeping their children from dying. Dur-
ing the eight years before we arrived
not one baby had lived.

Other things had helped, too, such
as apologizing when we offended their
very different code of right and wrong.

Our lack of traveling clothes was
forgotten until the last hectic week of
packing. [ was surprised when several
co-workers made dresses for our
daughters, Edie and doy, and gave me
a suitable one.

But [ hadn't yet learned everything
the Lord wanted to teach me about
giving. Although | was in a different
“classroom” during furlough, He was
there, too, waiting to teach me more
as soon as | was ready.

By the fime my husband, Wayne,
and]returned to the United States for
our first furlough I had a lot to say.
God had been a patient teacher those
last few rmonths before we left the
Bahinemo people, and He'd caused
them to respond to the new love He
had given us for them.

FacingMuyself on Furlough

But back home [ was tempted once
more to focus on meeting my own
needs.

Although I was tired and our family
and friends expected to do things for
us, ] continued to try concentrating on
doing things for others rather than
myself. And peopie became more and
IROTe generous.

The wornen at a luncheon in Detroit
taught me more of the value of giving.
Instead of giving us second-hand
clothes, they’d pooled their funds and
bought each of us new outfits,

And onewoman went a step further.
“I didn't go in with the others,” she
announced. “I'd like to take vou shop-
ping.”

[ hesitated. {t wouldn’t be that simple.
I'd have to get a babysitter and drive
an hour from our Ann Arbor home.
Was the kind of dress she’d be likely to
give me be worth the bother?

I tried to refuse politely, but the
inner voice spoke. “Give yourself to
her!” I agreed to go.

We entered Hudson's fashionable
store near the hosiery department.
“Pm buying yvou two dozen pairs of
hose,” she said.

“But | don’t need that many,
and . . . there are other things . .. . ”

“Oh, don’t worry,” she insisted,
“we'll get all those things.”

| stammered something more but
sensed | might spoil her joy in giving. |
began to forget myself and enter into
the joy of receiving like a child.

The everyday shoes she bought me
cost twice as much as the dress shoes
I'd scraped out the previous week's
budget. I did refuse the third dress.
Instead we bought things for the four
children and my husband.

As we left the store she said, “l was
planning to spend $200. You can use
what’s left for groceries. It’s alove gift
in honor of my mother, But don't teil
anyone who gave you these things.”

That incident became a milestone
that eventually helped change my per-
sonality and the atmosphere of our
home. As Wayne and | discussed it in
light of his practical view of life, he
decided we'd experiment.

Although we were more and more
aware of deep personal weaknesses
and needs to be faced before we could
return to the field, we determined to
try to forget our own problems during
our whole furlough. We'd give our-
seives totally to others.

Looking back, I'm amazed at the
variety of ways God met our needs.
We came in contact with noted Chris-
tian counselors through seemingly nat-
ural circumstances. Each took us a
step further in facing our angers and
fears and restoring our relationships.

By the time the year was up we
were ready to return to Papua New
Guinea. We filled seventeen 55-gallon
drums and three large crates with
things people had given us. Several
thousand dollars had come in to pay
our fares. The overfiow had been
given to others. God had given back to
us beyond the measure we'd given of
ourselves.

Failing Another Test

But that last week a great tempta-
tion came to me. Translators Walt and
Vonnie Steinkraus, close friends on
furlough from the field, stopped for an
evening.

As | dressed for the evening, | feit
this strong impression: “Give those
two good dresses from Hudson’s to
Vonnie.”

Much as] tried, I couldn’t shake the
suggestion off all evening. Those
dresses were special, symbolizing the
lesson | thought I'd learned.

Just before the Steinkrauses left |
quickly pulled out the yellow double-
knit and gave it to Vonnie before the
voice spoke too strongly about the
greenwool. Later [ knew I'd failed the
test.

A few days later a Mrs. Russell
called. She and her sister owned a
clothing shop. She'd given eachofusa

—_
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SAME MEASURE (from page 3)

pair of shoes a week or so earfier,
saying, “You can’t outgive God.”

Now she told me: “I had a dream
last night. In it God seemed to call my
attention to a particular outfit in my
shop and said, ‘T hat ensemble belongs
to Sally Dye. Give it to her.” My sister
thinks F'm crazy and wants to know if it
fits you befare we give it to you. Can
you come try it on?”

The coat and dress were priced the
same as my two dresses together. The
dress fit, but the coat was never quite
right. The measure { had used.

Two vears later in Papua New
Guinea a landsiide buried Vonnie and
her family. As I mourned with their
many friends,  little dreamed that the
yellow dress would come back to me,
But it did, and amazing the cut and
material were still in style for my
second furlough.

But the dress I'd refused to give was
never again appropriate. [ held onto it
for six more years before finally giving
it to the Goodwill,

Wearing Down The Walls

[wish could say I've been generous
ever since then. I can’t. Giving to

Six Steps

To A
Sorry Year

By Fioyd Wolfenbarger

esus taught about blessedness and

how to experience it (e.g. Matthew
5:3-12). He also taught us how to
achieve “sorriness” (e.q. Luke 11:37-
54). So if you want to be sour and
froward, here’s how:

Major on the minors (Luke 11:42}.
Let little things that others do really
bugyou. Pursue the faults of others so
as to magnify your own good qualities,

Ahvays insist on recognition {LL.uke
11:43). Don't ever do anything anony-
mously. Be sure to let the deacons
know if the preacher failed to shake
your hand or call on you to pray.

If the church elects someone else to
a position you aspired to, let them
know that you will exercise your right
to be miffed.

Never admit to being wrong (L.uke
11:44). To repent or apologize would
weaken the very cornerstone of your
most treasured grudges.

If you admit you were wrong, you
might lose your right to condemn and
belittle others. Who wouid be left to
put them in their place?

Always expect others to do the
work (Luke 11:46). Become an expert

at who the preacher should have visit-
ed.Expect others to pay the bills, go to
prayer room, attend visitation.

You can’t do these things and keep
up with all the faultfinding and gossip
vou need to do.

Ahways talk spiritual (Luke 11:47).
Always say “l love our pastor, but ... "
or “All [ really want is what’s good for
the church.” These and other pious
platitudes will be sufficient so that you
will always seem sincere.

Get to those new or weak Chris-
tians (Luke 11:52). Be sure every new
convert knows that the preacher isn't
always right, Let him in on the faults of
others,

Don't allowababein Christ to wear
rose-colored glasses. Disillusion him
before he gets too loyal. Soon you'll
have a whole congregation of sorry
Christians.

But that’s not what God wants. He
wants us to rejoice and be glad with
the compassion, meekness, warmth,
understanding and love He taught us
in the beatitudes. a

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Floyd
Walfenbarger pastors First Free Will Baptist
Church, Russellville, Arkansas.

others still isn’t easy for me. It goes
against all my cultural programming
since childhood. At times [ still find
myseif thinking first of my own comfort,
or feeling someone should meet my
needs for a change.

When [ find a relationship with a
friend has gone sour, | usually uncover
saome selfishness on my part, such as
vielding again to the temptation of
focusing attention on myself, dominat-
ing a conversation, or joining a sociat
“game” for personal “payoff.” The
giving of myself required to get back
on track is often humiliating—but
worth it.

And when I do, I'm always glad.
Wayne and [ are overwhelmed by the
growth in love and pleasure that has
come as we've each put the other’s
needs first.

More and more frequently we find
the deep needs of others are met as we
give ourselves to them in social rela-
tionships or at special times of need.
Their gratitude makes it worth all we
put into it.

Now I’'m glad for the failures that led
me to experiment with giving. Strange-
ly, it is by giving that 've found myself
becoming a more foving wife and moth-
er and a more effective missionary. In
giving to others my own wishes are
coming true.

My common sense says I can only
get what [ want by going after it and
holding on tightly, but my common
sense must be wrong.

I realize now that my natural self-
protective reactions had blocked the
flow of love that God wanted to chan-
nel through me to others. It's as if I'd
built a dam to keep all that love for
myself.

Giving started a trickle of love that
is wearing down the walls F'd piled up. |
look to the future when the flow of the
Holy Spirit wears away every block in
that wall that keeps me from facing
myself, my family, and my friends.

My deepest desire is that His love
will continually flow, unhindered and
unmeasured, through me to others. i

ABQOUT THE WRITER: Mrs. Sally Folger Dye
and her husband work with Wycliffe Bible
Translators. The Dyes serve in Papua New
Guinea.

Taken from In Other Words, copyright, 1980.
Used by permission of Wycliffe Bible Transia-

tors, Hunfington Beach, California.



By Paul F. Hall

o one in the church but me,

No phones ringing, no one

bidding for my time for a
change. The church so quiet every
creak in the building echoes in the
stillness. A time of reflection, of per-
sonal introspection . . . .

J

Everythingwas certain back then in
the beginning years—those days of
first awareness that God had a purpose
and a plan for my life. The hot flush of
expectation filled my heart and soul. {
was ready to climb mountains and
fight armies for God.

Life seemed so simple then—my
God never failed, my pastor never
made mistakes, my heroes (leaders)
all had integrity, The clouds were in
somebody else’s sky. [ could foresee

no circumstances that would ever
change my simple fajth,

Things were so clear then—the
future held nothing but bright pros-
pects, fulfilled dreams, and fruitful min-
istry, | knew that God was going to
build great churches through me. |
knew that thousands would be con-
verted at my preaching.

But something happened along
theway . ...

Therealization that not all churches
wanted that kind of ministry, and in
fact fought against it, dimmed my
dream of great churches and a multi-
tude of conversions.

The realization that Christians, and
even preachers, do suffer financial
reverses, sickness, disappointments,
and, yes, even depressions, took some
of the starch out of my eager anticipa-
tion for the future,

The realization that not all men, or
women, in leadership positions guard-
ed their personal integrity, and often
fell into sins that even the most novice
church member could avaid, brought
decreased respect for all leaders, and
suspicion of their motives,

The realization that the ministry,
more often than nof, was a life of
frustration, criticism, and rejection,
rather than the anticipated respect
and love from those to whom one
ministered, brought a hesitancy to
reach out in trust to others, and a kind
of protective withdrawal, restricting
even more the fruitfulness of the min-
istry.

Somehow, in the rush of redlity,
I had forgotten . . . .

That churches are made up of hu-
man beings, all with flaws and imper-
fections that sometimes clash with
God’s will for them, and because of
those imperfections their dissatisfac-
Hion with themselvesis often expressed
in disapproval of others,

That preachers are human, subject
to the same frailties and weaknesses
as everyone else, and just as inclined
to mistakes as the next fellow, and that
although they are examples, they are
certainly not unimpeacable examples.

—
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REMEMBER (from page 11)
REQUESTS FOR TICKETS TO MEAL FUNCTIONS

That any worthwhile work is done 1983 National Convention
as a result of the empowering and
presence of God, working through Number L /Advent MBIiAL . $ Total
individuals to change, to motivate, to ——— %eg;ner venturer Banque
move toward spiritual goals. Ménday July 18/5:00 p.m.
_ That Christianity is more than one Sheraton Columbus Plaza/Pavilion Room
individual experience, that it is a family
of all believers linked together by the e ;‘;Ool(l)th Banquet $

common experience of being new-
born in Christ, and that, because we
are a family, we are dependent upon

Monday, July 18/9:00 p.m.
Sheraton Columbus Plaza/Emeratd-Diamond Room

one another for support, encourage- . Music Ministries Fellowship Breakfast $
ment, and genuine love, without which $5.00
there will be many casualties along the Tuesday, July 19/7:00 a.m.
way. Hyatt Regency Columbus/Madison Room

..o Friends of Hillsdale College Alumni $
Now | must recommit my- ;—8";0"90“
self .. .. Tuesday, July 19/12:00 Noon

Hyatt Regency Columbus/Fairfield Room

To a constant confession of my own
y Speaker: Douglas J. Simpson

faults and weaknesses to God in order

to gain forgiveness and a right spirit WNAC Fellowship Dinner $
within me, and in order to view my $9.00
brother and sister in Christ with a Tuesday, July 19/5:00 p.m.
mind conditioned by Christ’s love, a Hyatt Regency Columbus/Regency Ballroom
love that precludes prejudice and ill will. Speaker: Dorothy Sample
To the purpose God has for me, Master's Men Breakfast $
trusting Him for power to doiit, and for $5.00
endurance to see the difficulties Wednesday, July 20/7:00 a.m.
through to a victorious end. Hyatt Regency Columbus/Delaware Room
To a personal confidence in my Speaker: Ben Scott
fellow Christian, and in those whom .
God has called to be leaders, remem- - w BC Alumni Luncheon $
bering always that they are as subject Wednesday, July 20/12:00 Noon
to mistakes as [ am, and therefore as Hyatt Regency Columbus/Delaware Room
much in need of forgiveness as ! am. Speaker: Charles Thigpen

To an unwavering confidence in
God who cannot fail, and to a constant
awareness that all things in my life
must be for His glory, and His alone. & PLEASE PRINT:

Total Enclosed $

NAME
ADDRESS
CITY STATE ZIP

Mail requests to TICKET SALES, P.O. Box 1088, Nashville, Tennessee 37202.
Please send check or money order. DO NOT send cash. All requests must be
received by June 30, 1983.

NO TICKET REFUNDS AFTER JUNE 30, 1983

First call to make your

National Convention hotel

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Paul F. Hall i
pastors Horton Heights Free Will Baptist reservations‘
Church, Nashville, Tennessee.
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The Challenge of Education
for the Ministry

Graduate School Convocation Address deliv-
ered at Free Will Baptist Bible College Decem-
ber 7, 1982, by Dean Robert E, Picirilli.

e are here because a new program of educa-

tion has been launched, the graduate school

of Free Wil Baptist Bible College. Most of you
know how that came about. There had been talk about
such a possibility, among us, for a long time.

You might be surprised to know that in 1959 the
Nationa) Association named a committee “to explore the
possibility of establishing a Free Will Baptist Seminary.”
The committee gave reports in 1960 and 1962, [ believe.

Perhaps you will not wonder too much about why
nothing came of those discussions when 1 tell you that not
one single Free Will Baptist on the face of the earth, at that
time, had an earned doctor’s degree. Well, little problems
like that never did hinder talk! We've always thought big.

Then, in 1976, the National Association cranked up
the machinery once again. This time, two studies were
mandated: one by the Bible College administration and
another by an independent committee. The conclusions of
both groups were somewhat similar. The outcome was
that, in 1977, the college was directed to prepare for the
beginning of a program.

And so a graduate school has become a reality. Last
year, we anticipated the opening by offering one of the
courses each semester for some of our local men who
were ready to get started. This fall, we have officially
begun, with nine students—the same number, by the way,
that enrolied for that original fall semester, 40 years ago,
when this college opened its doors for the first time.

There's always a measure of excitement at the birth
of something new. Those of us involved with this new
program have felt that: the excitement, the challenge, the
prospects for the future—and, along with all that, the
sense of responsibility for shaping and aiming a program
that, like all education, has such potential to be blessing or
curse for us, for our denomination, for the cause of Christ.

And s0 it is about the responsibility that | speak to
you now, that challenge to shape and aim this new
educational venture. | don’t aiways give messages titles,
but this time [ will, Call it “Education for the Ministry.” As
you know, we have begun with just one program, very
narrowly defined, a program specifically for the pastoral
ministry,

That fact, by the way, demonsirates our committed
recognition of the centralimportance of the pastor’s rolein
the formal ministry. As time goes by, we trust there will be
other programs: for missionaries, Christian school admin-
istrators, church musicians, and other ministries we might
not even dream of now.

But whether for this one program or for whatever
others will follow, we will be concerned about the challenge
of “Education for the Ministry.” That has always been our
chief concern, and the inauguration of this graduate
program does not change that. [t only develops our
commitment one more careful step along the path God
has been leading us these 40 years.

Education for the ministry, then: what must that be?
What burdens does that lay on us? We can oniy teli that by
reminding ourselves just what this minisiry we are educat-
ing for is. What is Christian ministry?

A Ministry of the Word of God

In the first place, it is a ministry of the Word of God.
You remember that's what the apostles called it in Acts
6:4: “Wewill give ourselves continually to prayer and to the
ministry of the Word.” Paul’s command to Timothy was,
“Preach the Word.” He said the Thessalonians “received
the Word.” His own ministry, he said was “to fulfil the
Word of God.” He told the Philippians that because of his
bonds many others had become more bold “to speak the
Word."”

No need to multiply references; surely these are
enough to remind us that the Christian ministry is always a
service of and by and for the Word of God. It’s important
for us to freshen our faith frequently that the Bibie we hold
so easily in our hands is the very Word of God. He has
spoken and He has spoken infallibly and with authority.

Peter tells us in I Peter 1:21 that men spoke as they
were moved—borne along by the influence of-—the Holy
Spirit. The scripture is described in I Timothy 3:16 as
God-breathed. The Greek root of Spirit, as in Holy Spirit,
and of breath, as in God-breathed, is the same. Remember
Genesis? God breathed in Adam and he became alive. The
scripture, the Word of God is the breath of spirituatl life.
Remember Jesus’ quotation to Satan? “Man shall not hve
by bread alone, but by every Word that proceeds from the
mouth of God!”

What an incredible treasure we have then, to hold in
our hands the truth, the breath of God, alive and
powerful—as Hebrews puts it. And to us it has been given,
graciously, to minister, to serve that Word of God.

You don't have to search high and low to find
implications for education that lie in that. There are so
many, they fairly shout at you—too many to mention on
this one occasion. But let’s look at a few.

Education in the Word

Obviously, if the ministry is a ministry of this Word of
God, then education for the ministry must be education in



the Word of God. The Bible must be the main text, the text
that sits in judgment on all therest. Let it be known that in
this graduate school, what we aim at first is to teach these

who will minister to know and handle the Bible as the Word
of God.

Scholarship in the Word

That means, for one thing, that education for the
service of the Word of God demands no holding onself
back from what is demanded in study and scholarship and
research and mastery—from whatever it takes to uncover
the sure meaning of every word He has spoken.

My friends, I am troubled that there is a new spirit of
anti-intellectuatism, of anti-scholarship cropping up among
us. [ have mixed feelings whenever | hear such things.
Certainly there is, in the world, an unbelieving pseudo-
scholarship that would destroy faith and the Word of God.
But it is not possible to have too much of believing
scholarship. Thereis as much danger in ignorance as in the
wrong kind of education. We cannot afford either one.

If this graduate school vields an even higher level of
humble, believing scholarship devoted to the ministry of
God's Word, it will bless us, not curse us. We need have no
fear of any thingwe ever learn that God’s Word really says.

Criterion in the Word

Another implication of all this is that “What saith the
Scriptures” must continue to be our criterion in everything.
This is our source of truth. No standard is “higher” than
the Bible's standards. No goals are more worthy than
those the Bible gives us. No methods are more effective
than bibiical ones.

[am afraid we are witnessing the birth of a “Christian”
pragmatism in these days, that is more concerned with
“what will work, what will get the jobdone” than with what
the Bible says. The ministry is His, not ours; He has given
to us to minister His Word.

Authority in the Word

Here is another implication: in reference to the one
program we have now, we mean to train the pastor to
teach and preach the Word of God. His people de not
need to hear what he thinks, but what God has said. That
is where the pastor’s true authority is found; when he really
communicates what God has said, God’s own authority is
there, and His Spirit to make it effective.

The peopie’s needs will be met by the Word of God
that is alive and “profitable for doctrine, for reprocf, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness.” And need |
say that this means: both, that in every area of his ministry
the pastor ministers the Word, and, that the pulpit
ministry— as exegesis of the scriptures in the best sense of
that term—is the center of a pastor’s ministry.

Salvation in the Word

One last implication for this point: the Word of God
is, at heart, a word of salvation. What God has said, above

L ]

everything else, is that forgiveness of sin and new life are
graciously given to man in His Son. Paul says in Ii
Corinthians 5:18 that “God was in Christ, reconciling the
world unto himself,” and that He “has committed to us the
Word of reconciliation.”

Evangelism may not be maore important than some
other things in ministering the Word of God, but it
certainly comes first. God help us never to “educate” away
from that. The ministry of the Word is always reaching out
to alost world with the Word that is the power of salvation
to everyone that believes.

A Ministry of the Church

In the second place, Christian ministry is a ministry
of the church. Somehow, | keep going back to Colossians
1, where Paul so carefully defined his ministry, Among
other things, he spoke of the body of Christ as “the
church, whereof I (Paul) am made a minister.” We minister
in the service of the church, because we are ministers of
Christ, and the church is His body.

Identification of the Church

Obviously that first means the whole church, the
church universat as the body of Christ. But, derived from
that, it also means the local church as a microcosm of the
whole, the body of Christ in one particular place.

I dor’t think any other view will explain the fact that
the same word means both. The “ecclesia,” the called out
assembly, is the whole church of all times and places—but
it won’t assemble until Jesus comes and descends from
heaven with the shout that calls them all to meet Him.
Meanwhile, the “ecclesia” assembles on this corner or that
in a hundred thousand places, under nearly as many
names, week after week, on the Lord’s day. Each of these,
too, is the body of Christ.

Work of the Church

And to the ministry of this church, then, we are
called. Ephesians 4 gives us a good picture of it: some
possess the leadership gifts, including the pastor-teacher.
Then the ministry of the leaders, named in verse 11, is to
equip the saints, in verse 12, so that the saints, in turn, can
do a work of ministry—that is, so each can serve
effectively in his or her own place. And the objective of all
that, in verse 12, is “the edifying—the building—of the
body of Christ,” the church.

Cooperation of the Church

The picture is finished in verse 16. All the church, as
an organism, works together, like all the parts of the
human body, in harmony and individuality, to build the
body. That includes those whose ministry is to lead, like
the pastor-teacher. It also includes the laity, who also
minister to one another and to the world, all of them
ultimately ministering to the church and ministering the
Word, and all of them functioning together in harmony
under the headship of Christ whose body the church is.

—
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EDUCATION FOR MINISTRY (from page 15)

Life of the Church

Let it be said, then, that the local church is where this
functioning goes on in the most visible and structured way.
Make no mistake about it: we are not primarily educating
ministers for para-church ministries. There may be aplace
for some of them, but not on center stage.

We are not educating ministers primarily for home
Bible study groups, although no doubt there can be aplace
for those in the life of a local church. We are not educating
ministers primarily for denominational ministries, even
though a few must work in such places. We are educating
ministers for the established church, specifically for local
churches. There is the heartbeat of the church of God.

There’s something special about the life of a local
church that no other kind of relationship can match and
replace, and education for the ministry must aim at
training those who know how to minister in that frame-
work. There is no higher cailing than a pastor/shepherd/
bishop/overseer/teacher of a local body of believers, a
body that is building itself by reaching out to bringin others
and by nurfuring those won, a body that is functioning
together with all making their distinctive contributions,
under the loving guidance of its leaders, with pastor as
undershepherd feeding the flock on the Word, all of them
together impulsed from the true shepherd, the Head,
Jesus Christ.

We dedicate this graduate school to the educating of
pastors to serve the church, to equip the saints for
ministry, to lead them in working together for the building
of the church.

A Ministry Unto the Lord

In the third place, the Christian ministry is a ministry
unio the Lord. We serve the Word. We serve the church.
Yes, but more than anything else we serve the Christ who
is Lord of the church and living Word revealed in the
written Word.

One more time | return to Paul’s discussion of his
own ministry in Colossians. In one sense he sums it all up
when he seems to see that his ministry to the gospel, and to
the Word, and to the church ultimateiy leads to “Christ in
You,” and so he says, “Him we preach.”

Paul was always conscious that he was a minister of
Christ: Romans 1:1, “a servant of Jesus Christ”; 1 Corin-
thians 1:1, “an apostle of Jesus Christ”; Il Corinthians 5:20,
“ambassadors for Christ.” And he often expressed his aim
as seeing “Christ formed” in those he ministered to.

A great number of things reside in this: the pastor’s
call, his strength, his answerability, his objectives. But 1
want to mention briefly three principles | think we need to
sound right now.

Excellence

Oneis excellence. If our ministry is service rendered
to Him, then anything short of our best is shoddy goods to
offer Him. You remember how Malachi chided the Jews
and their priests for offering lame or sick animals in
sacrifice. “Try our governor,” he said, “and seee if he will

accept such a gift.” Of course not! And we minister to the
King of glory, the Lord of the universe. it is an insult to offer
Him a service that is less than our best. Then our
education for the ministry must be one that both exempli-
fies and provokes excellence.

Worship

A second thing, though in one sense the same thing,
is worship. Somehow, [ fear we have neglected this. That
our ministry is of Christ includes this essential that the
church exists to worship God. Apparently, the word
originally means “worthship.” Worship is recognizing
God's werth, honoring Him, exalting and extolling Him;
speaking His praise, listening and submitting to Him, living
in obedient recognition of who He is and His right to rule
our lives,

And we must educate ministers to lead the churchin
worship of the Lord Christ, first setting the example
themselves in making their own service a worship. When-
aver we offer our best, in anything we do, to God because
He deserves it from us, then we are really worshipping
Him. And maybe only then.

Glory of God

And this spills right over to one final implication that
can be the final point for the whole thing. That ours is a
ministry to the Lord means, above everything else, that we
minister to the glory of God. As Paul put itinl Corinthians,
(God has chosen the foolish, the weak, the base—both to
be Christian and to minister for Him—that “He that
glorieth, let him glory in the Lord.”

There’s an interesting picture, in Revelation 21, of
the church as the Lamb’s wife, as the New Jerusalem,
descending from heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for
her husband, “having the glory of God.” See, even
ministering to the church involves the glorifying of the
Lord of the church, and in one sense the church partici-
pates in His glory.

But the glory is His, and Revelation makes that plain
over and over: “On his head were many crowns...andon
his thigh a name written, King of kings, and Lord of lords”;
“The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of
our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and
ever”; “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive
power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength and honor,
and glory, and blessing.”

So, we dedicate the Graduate School of Free Will
Baptist Bible College. We dedicateit, as we havelong since
dedicated the whole institution, to education for the
ministry, We dedicate it to the service of the Word of God,
to believing scholarship and faithful preaching of the Bible
as the Word of salvation and sanctification.

We dedicate it to the service of the church, as the
body and bride of Christ, to the building of strong local
churches, to the preparation of pastors who equip the
saints for ministry. We dedicate it to the service of Jesus
Christ who commissions every minister, to excellence for
His sake, to true worship in word and work.

We dedicate it, before and during and after every-
thing else, to the glory of God—God the Father, God the
Son, and God the Holy Spirit. 4

[
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FREE WILL BAPTIST

EVANGELIST REPORTS 4,000
SAVEDIN REVIVAL MEETING

PEDRO, OH-—The Caivin Evans
Evangelistic Outreach Association
based at Pedro, Ohio completed the
most successful evangelistic campaign
in its history, according to President
and Director Calvin Evans.

The crusade was conducted in the
rural areas surrounding Montego Bay,
Jamaica in the West Indies. A team of
20 evangelists from six states con-
ducted 134 services in 19 churches
and 12 schools, January 23-28 at the
invitation of the Jamaica Baptist Union
of Churches.

The six-day crusade attracted more
than 29,000 people with 4,003 persons
making public professions of faith.
Most Jamaicans walked several miles
to attend the meetings.

Approximately 1,500 free Bibles
were distributed to students and new
converts. Many of the Bibles were
contributed by supporters of Evans’
Evangelistic Outreach TV Ministry.

Seven Free Will Baptist evangelists
were numbered in the 38-member
evangelistic party. These included
Homer Willis {Tennessee); Loy
Counts, Paul Payne and L, D, Payne
{Arkansas); Calvin Evans, Calvin Ray
Evans, and Keith Perkins (Ohio).

Evangelist Evans has launched an
extensive follow-up program for the
new converts which includes a Jamaica
nation-wide weekly radio broadcast,
and free Bible Correspondence
Courses, A branch office is being
established by Evangelistic Qutreach
in Montego Bay to co-ordinate all
phases of the follow-up program.

(L.} Wallace Hayes, Julian King, Sam McVay, Colone! Cecil Hill, Mrs. Hill, Don

Walker

ASSOCIATION RECEIVES $500,000 GROUND CAMPS

NASHVILLE, TN-—Retired Army
Colonel Cecii Hill and his associates
gave the Cumberland Association
(Tennessee) of Free Will Baptists a
330-acre youth camp complete with
buildings and a 50-acre lake for the
price of $1 on January 25.

The property, located in Mont-
gomery County 10 miles west of
Clarksville on Highway 79, includes a
girls dormitory, five cabins for boys, a
lodge, two bath houses, and new dining
facilities, Officials estimate the camp’s

value at a half miilion doliars.

ColonelHill and his associates made
the decision to give the facility to the
Cumberland Association after meeting
with Cumberland Y outh Camp Board
members on December 16, 1982,

Free Wiit Baptists in Middle Ten-
nessee have used the camp since
1975. Board members said tentative
plans call for the development of a
year-round camping and conference
center to be used by Free Will Baptists
and other groups.

MISSOURI PASTOR NAMED HILLSDALE VICE-PRESIDENT

MOORE, OK—
Reverend Jim
Shepherd, 30-
year-old pastor at
First Free Will
Baptist Churchin
in Joplin, Mis-
souri, has been
named Vice-
President of stu-
dent affairs at Hilisdale FWB College,
according to President Edwin Wade.
Shepherd assumed responsibilities at
the college February 1.

Hillsdale Public Relations Director
N, R. Smith said the new vice-president
role is a multi-purpose position which
includes conference planning, student
counseling, directing the pastoral in-
ternship program, and scheduling
chape) and Christian service activities,
in addition to limited classroom in-
struction.

Shepherd, an Oklahoma native, will
also supervise the offices of the dean
of men and dean of women, although
he will not be directly involved in day-
to-day policy enforcement regarding
student discipline.

Reverend Shepherd, ordained in
1973, has pastored 10 years in Texas,
QOklahoma, and Missouri. He earned
the bachelor of theology degree at
Hillsdale College (1975) and the mas-
ter of divinity degree at Southwestern
Baptist Theological Seminary (1978).

Brother Shepherd said he plans to
pursue a doctor of ministries degree in
the future. I am vitally interested in
the training of ministers and I'm looking
forward to having a part in helping our
students catch a vision of just what the
Free Will Baptist denomination could
be by God’s grace.”

o
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SPONTANEOUS PRAYER MEETING HIGHLIGHTS PASTORS AND PRINCIPALS CONFERENCE

NASHVILLE, TN—The eleventh an-
nual Pastors and Principals Confer-
ence sponsored by the Fellowship of
Free Wil Baptist Christian Day
Schools unexpectedly turned into a
marathon prayer meeting following a
Tuesday evening message by Home
Missions Associate Director Trymon
Messer.

Representatives and visitors from
28 schools praved for almost three
hours after Messer’s stirring sermon,
“How Are You Doing in Your Mission
Field?”’ Scheduled workshop and busi-
ness sessions were cancelled as pas-
tors and principals prayed for each
other and the work of God in their
schools.

The annual conference met January
24.26 in the Hyatt Regency Nashville.

Guest speakers for the three-day
conference included the president and
the executive director of the Tennes-
see Association of Christian Schools,
Dr. Bob Kelly and Dr. Charles Walker
respectively.

Dr. Kelly spoke to the conferees on
“Discipleship” Monday evening, but a
family emergency prevented him from
delivering his last two messages. He
was replaced on the program by
Evangelist Joe Ange and Mr. Messer.

Dr. Walker addressed the subject
of the Christian school and its finances.
Nashville Pastor Jim Walker delivered
the concluding message.

The Fellowship elected the following
officers: President--Guy Owens (Pas-
tor, Randall Memorial FWB Church,
Memphis, TN}; Vice-President—dJim
Walker (Pastor, Woodbine FWB
Church, Nashville, TN); Secretary-
Treasurer—Rick Jaggers (Principal,
Inman Christian Academy, Inman,
SC).

The Fellowship of FWB Christian
Day Schools includes a combined stu-
dent enrollment of 4,000. The group
plans to exhibit at the FWB National
Convention this July.

Their 1984 conference is scheduled
January 23-25 at the Hyatt Regency
Nashville.

FWBBC ENROLLS 569 FOR ’82-'83

NASHVILLE, TN—Free Wili Baptist
Bible College added 48 new students
to the student body in January and
boosted 1982-83 enrollment to 569
students from 32 states and seven
foreign countries, according to Regis-
trar Charles Hampton. A total of 460
enrolled for the spring semester.

This year’s enroliment is 79 below
last year’s record 648, but only 12
below the 581 who enrolled in 1980-81,
President Charles Thigpen sees two
reasons for the drop. “The economy is
definitely a factor,” he says.

Financial Aid Director Tom Sass
says that one-third of the students
attending FWBBC have had to secure
loans through his office to continue in
school. Thigpen also cites recent ten-
sions within the denomination as a
factor in the enroliment decline.

By classes, this year’s enrollment is
204 freshmen, 148 sophomores, 98
juniors, 79 seniors, and 40 special
students. The college’s enroliment has
included 126 ministerial students and
81 missions students.

MID-SOUTH CONFERENCE ATTRACTS 500 PARTICIPANTS

DOTHAN, AL—The 1983 Mid-South
Pastors’ and Workers’ Conference
which featured five key speakers in 22
major worship and workshop sessions
attracted more than 500 Free Will
Baptists, according to Conference
Chairman Richard Cordeil.

The three-day conference met Feb-
ruary 7-9 at First FWB Church in
Dothan. Chairman Cordell said, “We
were very pleased with all our speakers
and the balanced program they pre-
sented.” He estimated that approxi-
mately 100 ministers attended the ses-
sions.

Guest speakers included National
Moderator Bobby Jackson, Missouri
Pastor Jim McAllister, Home Missions
Associate Director Trymon Messer,
Home Missions Director of Develop-
ment John Gibbs, and Kentucky Pas-
tor Bob Shockey.

Two question and answer forums
prompted Chairman Cordell to project
that the 1983 conference would pro-
gram sessions to address the needs of
Christian workers’ families.

Eight exhibitors displayed materials
for conferees with data ranging from
national department ministries to
hookstores and Christian schools.,
There was no charge for exhibitors to
display materials.

Officials set 1983 conference costs
between $3,500-$4,000.

The 1984 conference will meet Feb-
ruary 6-8 in Jasper, Alabama.

A complete set of tapes from the
1983 conference may be purchased
for $27.50, including postage. Order
from:

Tape Ministry

Guin FWB Church

P.O. Box 727
Guin, AL 35563

NC PASTOR NEW DEAN AT
SOUTHEASTERN COILLEGE

FLORENCE,
SC--Reverend
Lorenza Stox,
pastor of Ruth’s
Chapel Free Will
Baptist Church
in New Bern,
North Carolina,
moved to Nor-
folk, Virginia to
assume duties as dean of Southeastern
FWB College on April 1, according to
President Randy Cox.

Stox will have general oversight and
administrative responsibilities at the
college on a daily basis in addition to a
limited teaching load.

The North Carolina native brings
with him 14 vears’ experience as a
classroom teacher, principal, and
superintendent at Faith Christian A-
cademy in Goldsboro. He pastored
churches six years in Tennessee and
North Carolina.

Dean Stox has a bachelor’s degree
from Free Will Baptist Bible Coltege
and a master’'s degree from Middle
Tennessee State University.

He was ordained in 1963. Lorenza
and Dolly Stox have two children.

The new dean set projected opening
enrollment for the fall semester at 75,
but said he felt that the school may
exceed that figure.

—
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NYC OFFICIALS URGE EARLY REGISTRATION

NASHVILLE, TN—National Youth
Conference officials issued instructions
that all conferees {ali those who will
complete Grade 1 in the current school
year through age 24) must register and
receive the official NYC °83 Identifica-
tion Badge.

No admittance will be permitted to
any conference activities without the
badge, except the evening services.
This registration is in addition to fees
for Bible Competition and Music and
Arts Festival entries.

Adults (25 and ofder} do not have to
register to attend the conference.
Coaches or directors of choirs or
chorales will not be charged a fee to
attend NYC '83.

Children and young people can
register now for $6.50 per person.

Preschoot children are admitted free
to all activities, After July 1, a late fee
will be added making the registration
fee a total of $7.00. This fee does not
include the two banquets, special event,
and entry fees for Bible Competition
and the Music and Arts Festival.

The Family Plan is available again
this year, but only to those who pre-
register. This plan gives a price break
to families with two or more children.
The following restrictions exist;

1. Only those who pre-register may
take advantage of the Family Plan.

2. Registration forms for members
of the same family must be mailed
together in order to receive a discount,

3. Only children registered for the
conference are counted in determining
the fee. (If there are five children in

your family but only two of them will
attend NYC 83, the “two children
rate” applies.}

FAMILY PLAN DISCOUNT CHART

2 children

(same family)........... $6.00 each
3 children

(same family)........... $5.50 each
4 or more children

{same family)........... $5.00 each

To register for the conference, fill
out the official 1983 NATIONAL
YOUTH CONFERENCE Registration
Form and mail to: NYC 83, Box
17306, Nashville, Tennessee 37217.
Registration forms are available free
upon request from the NYC Office.
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1983 NATIONAL YOUTH CONFERENCE Registration Form {one per person)*
PLEASE PRINT—ALL INFORMATION MUST BE COMPLETE

CHECK ONE, BASED ON
GRADE JUST COMPLETED

__ Learner (grade 1-3)
_.. Adventurer (grade 4-6)
——Heraid (grade 7-9}

—— Crusader (grade 10-12)
—— Ambassador (age 18-24)

TICKET(S):

— Youth ($9.00)

L L L L L e VT ——

— Junior Adventurer {$5.00)

NAME
First Middle Initial Last Name Called By
ADDRESS
CITY/STATE ZiP
GRADE JUST COMPLETED _____ SEX ___ BIRTHDAY / /
Month Day Year

NOTE: ADULTS DO NOT HAVE TO REGISTER TO ATTEND NYC '83

CHECK ONE:

CONLY FOR

—— $6.50 (individual)

. $6.00 FAMILY PLAN
. $5.50 FAMILY PLAN
. $5.00 FAMILY PLAN

THOSE WHO
PRE-REGISTER

PRIOR TO

. $7.00 {after July 1)

JULY T

MAIL TO: NYC OFFICE
POST OFFICE BOX 17306
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37217
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FWB WRITERS' CONFERENCE TO MEET AT FWBBC

NASHVILLE, TN—The third annual
Free Will Baptist Writers’ Conference
will be conducted at Free Will Baptist
Bible College, May 13-14, 1983, accord-
ing to Dr. MalcolmFry, the conference
general director. The conference op-
erates under the auspices of Randall
House Publications, Dr. Roger C.
Reeds, general director.

This year’s conference is designed
for both beginning and established
writers and editors as well as for those
who are interested in pursuing Chris-
tian writing and/or journalism.

In addition to a banguet general
session, registrants will have oppor-
tunity to attend nine workshops. Ex-
perienced editors and writers will serve
as faculty, Areas of concentration in-
clude: Preparinga News Release, Anal-
ysis of Articles, Creativity and Style
Book Use, Power Words, Manuscript
Preparation, Research, and others.

T. A. Noton, publisher and editor of
The Christian Writer magazine, will be

the keynote speaker for the general
session and six workshops. Mr. Noton
is author of his own teaching book,

The Joy of Writing, as well as related
articles which have appeared in various
publications including Writer’s Digest.

High school and full-time college
students may attend free, but must
register,

A free, descriptive brochure about
the conference may be obtained by
writing: Free Will Baptist Writers’' Con-
ference, Dr. Malcolm C, Fry, Confer-
ence Director, P.O. Box 17306, Nash-
ville, Tennessee 37217.



Currently

The Alexander FWB Church,
Olive Branch, IL, was destroyed by fire
ondanuary 13. The Rock Springs FWB
Church, Thebes, IL, sustained damage
to their auditorium the same day. The
Rock Springs fire did not ignite, sparing the
building. The pastors are Henry Potter
and Corey Adams respectively.

Ground breaking for a new sanctuary
was observed at Pleasant Mound FWB
Church, Bellvue, TX, in December
according to Pastor Larry Cox. The
church averages 150 in attendance.

Pastor Wesley Bigelow started a
new churchin College Station, TX. Attend-
ance has aiready climbed into the 40’s at
the Faith FWB Church.

Here's a church that's really on the
move—it's the Alto FWB Church,
Alto, TX. Accordingto Pastor Charles
Jackson, the church moved from Alto to
the city of Wells, TX.

First FWB Church, McAllen, TX,
broke ground for a 32 x 100 expansion
which will cost approximately $100,000
according to Pastor Larry Powell. The
expansion program began the last of Feb-
ruary.

First FWB Church, Conway, AR,
remodeled their building at a cost of $18,500
and paid the amount in full, according to
Pastor Zane Kirkland. The remodeling
project included a new roof which was
raised six feet higher than the old one, a
baptistry, a new church sign on the front
lawn, and a new air conditioning system.
The church also managed to present Mis-
sionary to Brazil, Earnie Deeds, with a
check for $1,000.

First FWB Church, New Castle,
DE, reports 17 baptisms in 1982, The
group also broke attendance records twice
during the year with a high 0f 205, Richard
Atwood pastors.

Hillsdale Free Will Baptist Col-
lege, Moore, OK, enrolled 160 students
for the spring semester. That number is
eight students more than the springenroil-
ment for 1982,

The Seffner Christian Academy,
Seffner, FL, is in need of Christian
teachers according to Roger Duncan,
principal. Seffner Christian Academy uses
the A Beka curriculum and teaches kinder-
garten through grade 9. Teachers looking
for positions should write the Academy at:
P.O. Box 699, Seffner, FL 33584. The
Academy is a ministry of First FWB
Church, Seffner, FL.

The First FWB Church, Salinas,
CA, added 22 members to the church
since July according to Pastor Billy
McCarty.

The choir members at Harmony
FWB Church, Fresno, CA, took mat-
tersinto their own hands in order o secure
funds for a new sound system for the
church. Under the direction of Bruce
Wood, 13 choir members took to the
highways on bicycles riding 390 miles in a
fund raising effort, The choir accumulated
over $3,200 for their pains, Keith Burden
pastors.

The Emmanuel FWB Church,
Wabash, IN, reports 47 conversions in
1982, 29 baptisms, and 35 new members.
Average church attendance for the year
was 215. Pastor Brian Atwood says the
group also began the Emmanuel Christian
School during the year.

The Rains FWB Church, Rains,
SC, obtained a new pastor in January
1982 by the name of Robert Hagler, By
October Brother Hagler and the church
managed to purchase a large house trailer
for use as a parsonage and placed it onthe
lot adjacent to the church building.

The Charleston, South Carolina area
obtained a fourth FWB church last year
when the New Hope FWB Church
began in August with 15 members, By early
spring 1983, attendance was averaging 30,
according to Pastor Leroy Grant.

Missionary Carlisle Hanna received
$3,675 from the Free Will Baptist churches
inLake City, SC, following a special service
in November. In December the Hannas
received $4,100 from 11 churches in three
conferences—the Eastern, Central, and
South Carolina Conferences.

While tithes and ocfferings for 1982
topped $82,000 at First FWB Church,
Russellville, AR, outside giving from
the church was in excess of $15,000.
Floyd Wolfenbarger pastors.

Victory FWB Church, Golds-
boro,NC, purchased a 15-passenger van
for church use, according to Pastor
George C. Lee.
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e, OTHER PERSONNEL

Pastor Jerry Norris of Calvary Fel-
lowship FWB Church, Fenton, MO,
shared 12 goals for 1983 with the congrega-
tion. Among the goals were commitments
to average 190 in Sunday School, receive
50 new members, baptise 50 converts, and
increase income by 15 per cent,

Pastor Gary Terrell baptized 10 con-
verts at First FWB Church, Billings,
MT. The church averaged 30 in attend-
ance, losing several families who moved to
other states.

CONTACT welcomes The Michigan
Menorah, publication of the Michigan
State Association of Free Will Baptists.
Editor Charles Cooper mailed the first
edition in January 1983. The eight-page
bimonthly publication is a well-edited ac-
count of activities in the state of Michigan.

Members at First FWB Church,
Hobbs, NM, paid off all church indebted-
ness in 1982 according to Pastor Homer
Tumbleson. The mortgage burning cere-
mony was observed as a memorial to the
late Walace Fowler who died in January
1982, Brother Fowler was in the process of
paying off the church indebtedness himself
when he became seriously iil. After his
death Mrs. Fowler paid off the church debt
in his memory,

Pastor Leo Potete of Peoples FWB
Church, Justice, IL, conducts aweekly
radio program Saturdays on Station
WTAQ which covers the Chicago and
outlying areas. The church has purchased
a third bus for use in the Sunday School
ministry.

First FWB Church, Savannah,
G A, committed itself tc more than $10,000
in faith pledges to Foreign Missions, ac-
cording to Pastor Bill Robinsen. That
total does not include a cash offering of
$1,600 raised during the annual missiocnary
conference.

First FWB Church, Moore, OK,
approved a $103,000 budget for 1983,
aceording to Pastor Dan Farmer. A
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ON LITTUE LANES

BY DONNA MAYO

The Trouble With Sin

coming up,” announced Mr,
Lane one chilly November Sat-
urday.

“Oh, I don’t think you have to
remind them,” smiled Mrs. Lane.
“They've been hinting for a computer
game for weeks.”

Marty and Megan grinned at each
other. “And only two more shopping
days until the big day,” chimed Marty.

“'m aware of that, young man,”
said Mr. Lane. “Your mom and [ plan
to shop this morning.”

“We'll take Jeff with us since he
needs new shoes,” reflectedMrs. Lane.
“And while we’re gone—-"

“And while you're gone, Megan
interrupted, “Marty and I'll catch tad-
poles in the creek.”

“Yeah!” agreed Marty. “After all

that rain the creek will really be flow-
ing.”
“That’sjustit,” answeredMrs. Lane.
“After all that rain don’t want you two
outside. You've both just gotten over
colds, and besides, it looks like we'll
have more rain today.”

“Oh, Mom, come on,” the twins
arqued.

“You heard your mother,” said Mr.
Lane. “You stay inside while we’re
gone. Got it?”

“Yes, sir,” they frowned.

Mr. and Mrs. Lane had been gone
about half an hour when Megan went
to Marty's room and said, “It’s no fun

(44 l know two twins with a birthday

in here. There’s nothing to do.”

“} know,” answered Marty. “Why
don’t we go outside?”

“Marty, vou know what Mom said,”
chided Megan. “We'd really get it.”
But as she iooked out the window,
Megan’s face brightened. “It’s not rain-
ing now, though.”

“They'll never know. Come on. |
bet that creek is ful of tadpoles.”

“Oh, allright,” agreedMegan. “May-
be they won't find out.”

The twins made their way to the
creek that flowed through Mrs.
Douglas’ farm. Marty was right—the
creek was full of tadpoles, and the
twins had great fun catching them in
their nets. Before long Marty said, “I
guess we better be going. I sure don’t
want Mom and Dad to beat us home.”

“Just a minute,” said Megan who
was on her knees stretching her arms
and net across the creek. “I see a
school of tiny fish right over by that
roooock . . .. " SPLASH!

Megan stretched too far, lost her
balance, and fell head first into the
freezing creek. “Help! Marty, get me
out!” Marty reached for Megan’s hand,
and just as she was about to step up on
the bank, Marty slid on a slippery rock
landing them both in the creek. Slip-
ping, sliding, and giggling the twins
finally made it ashore.

“Just look at us,” moaned Megan.
“What are Mom and Dad going to
say?”

“I'm not worried about what they’re
going to say,” said Marty. “it's what
they’re going to do that scares me.
Let's go!”

The twins raced home and changed
clothes. They put their wet clothes in
the dryer, dried their hair, and cleaned

up their muddy footprints. Then they
heard the family car turn into the
driveway.

“Megan, go get the clothes,” Marty
velled, “and come to my room.” Megan
stopped the dryer, scooped up the
clothes, and ran to Marty's room to
find him setting up the checker board.
She was stuffing the clothes under the
bed when they heard the kitchen door
open and Mrs. Lane call, “We're
home.”

Mrs. Lane went to her bedroom to
put away their packages, and Mr.
Lane went to Marty’s room to say
hello to the twins. “This isn’t a very
warm welcome. | expected you to
meet us at the door full of questions
about what we bought.”

“We knew it was supposed to be a
surprise,” Megan answered quickiy.

“Well, what have you been doing
this morning? Did you have a good
time?”

“Oh,” said Marty, “we’ve just been
goofing off.”

The rest of the day dragged by for
Marty and Megan. When they played
outside they felt so quilty about going
to the creek they couldn’t enjoy them-
selves. They were just as miserable
inside because they could not stand to
face their parents. The twins felt like
their quilt showed on their faces, but
their parents said nothing.

Finally, it was bedtime, Neither one
had ever been 5o glad toseea day end.
But when the twins went to bed,
neither one could sleep. Marty and
Megan tossed and turned all night.

The next morning at breakfast
Marty and Megan were both sneezing
again. “I thought you were over those
colds,” Mrs. Lane said with concern. “1
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The Free Will Baptist Pulpit

.‘ Jim Shepherd, Vice-President of Student Affairs

Hillsdale Free Will Baptist College, Moore, Oklahoma

he Children of God

I John 2:29—3:3

INTRODUCTION:

A

ot

Much inthe Bible is foreign to human understanding. Perhaps

that concept of “the children of God” is the most difficult to

conceive.

1. In view of our unworthiness, how could God want us as
children?

2. In view of our humanity, how could we please our heavenly
Father?

. In the text:

1. The reality of God's children is presented.
2. The characteristics and promises pertaining to God's
children are elaborated.

. Since the worldly mind cannot understand the fact of God's

children {v. 1), we must abandon human understanding in
favor of divine revelation.

. By God’s grace, not human worth, He has made His heavenly

family a reality.

. Their Origin

A. Meaning of the New Birth
1. “Born of Him” (I John 2:29)
2. The currently popular term “born again™ was initiated
by Christ (John 3:3).
3. In Christ we are made new creatures (Il Corinthians
5.17).
4. To be born again means to have a radical change
effected by the heavenly Father.
5. The new birth is a present reality (I John 3:2“Now . .. ™).
B. Method of the New Birth
1. Regeneration is solely the work of God.
2. We are born of the Spirit (John 3:5).
3. We are quickened by the Spirit (I Peter 3:18).

4. Man approaches God in faith. God the Spirit indwells
man. Where God is, there is life.
5. It must be a reciprocal abiding {John 15:4).
C. Mandate for the New Birth
1. Apart from Christ, man is dead.
2. It is imperative for eternal life {John 3:3).
3. Christ is man’s only hope {(John 14:6).

II. Their Opportunities

A. Possession

1. Romans 8:16-17. According o the principles of inherit-
ance, possessions of the father pass to his children.

2. These possessions are ours, not to seize greedily, but to
share and enjoy.

3. We are the possessors of God's love and Kingdom.

4. A child of God cannot say truthfully “1 am destitute.”

B. Position

1. “Now the children of God” (I John 3:2)

a. In the Old Testament covenant, God's relationship
with man was cne of paternity.

b. In the New Testament, God’s relationship with man
is one of intimacy-—-"‘Children.”

2. Man has a need to belong, to have a sense of
permanence and love,

3. God has adopted those who seek Himin faith (Galatians
4:4-5},

4. We have the opportunities of the King’s children.

C. Promise

1. “It doth not yet appear” {I John 3:2b)

2. Though yet imperfect, we are now God's children.
What we shali become in Christ is beyond our imagina-
tion.

3. Our future rests with the limitless potential of our
Father.



4. We are challenged to explore God's limits as provider C. Likeness
for His children. 1. The purification of hope (I John 3:3).
D. Positive purpose 2. Rightecusness is an identifying mark of the Christian (}
1. Christians need not live in fear of loss. John 2:29).
2. We can live with experience because of faith in God. 3. Purity that is negatively motivated is powerless.

4. Purity that is positively motivated is powerful because it
has as its desire to be like Christ now and to be with Him
in eternity.

I}, Their Obligations
A.Love
1. Compare John 3:16 with Matthew 22:37.

2. Tragedy of unreturned love.

CONCLUSION:

3. Love should increase in proportion to knowledge of the

beloved.

4. Love is a fervent affection, not a passive respect.

B. Loyalty
1. Obedience (John 14:15)
Service {Luke 14:27)

2.
3. Qur uniqueness (I John 3:1b) may cause discomfort

which may lead to compromise.

[0 =1

. Consider the judgment of treason (Hebrews 10:26).
. Loyalty means that we are at God’s disposal to do
nothing more and nothing less than His will,

D. A, Carson, ed. From Sabbath to
Lord’s Day (Grand Rapids: Zondervan
Publishing House, 1982,444 pp., paper-
back, $10.95).

his book is the result of nine
I years of biblical and historical
research by seven scholars. The
articles contained in this volume reflect
a strongly evangelical approach. The
writers take seriously the message of
scripture and seek to help Christians
understand the subject more accu-
rately.

The first articles examine what the
Old Testament teaches about the sab-
bath and how the Jews understood
and observed the sabbath. The sab-
bath was not intended to be a burden
onthe people, but to be a day of rest. [t
was to be a perpetual reminder of
God’s activity in creation.

Over the years, the Jewish teachers
and rabbis devetoped many long and
tedious regulations designed to pre-

A. The good news is that God is creating a family that is different

from earthly families.

1. Earthiy families are often marked by disappointment,
heartache, and alienation.

2. God’s family offers hope to all. None are worthy to be His
children, but by grace God offers salvation to all who come

to Christ in faith (Romans 10:13).

God. &

Top Shelf

Thomas Marberry

vent secular activity on the sabbath.
One article is devoted to this process
of development, The author also does
an excellent analysis of how the Jews
of Jesus’ day understood the sabbath.

Two articles deal with the attitude
toward the sabbath as presented in
the synoptic gospels. In these writings,
Jesus does not challenge the practice
of observing the sabbath, but He does
challenge the legalistic regulations of
the Pharisees at several points.

In my view, the last section of the
book is the most valuable. It deals with
how the early Christians developed
the practice of worshipping God on
the first day of the week rather than
the seventh. The authors analyze ma-
terials in Acts, the Pauline epistles,
and several early Christian writings
outside the New Testament.

These materials clearly indicate that
during the first century the Christians
developed the practice of worshipping
on the first day of the week in order to

B. Admit your sinfulness to Christ, accept Christ as your Savior,
and enjoy the opportunities and obligations of the children of

commemorate the resurrection of
Christ. It seems that this practice was
universally accepted by the beginning
of the second century.

There was, however, one point of
contention among the early Christians.
The Jewish sabbath included rest from
secular labor as well as worship. There
was no general agreement among the
early Christian writers at this point.
Some taught that Christians should
rest from secular labor of Sunday;
others taught that this was not neces-
sary.

This book is the kind of quality
research and writing which many Bible-
believing Christian writers are doing
today. We need more of it.

It is, however, a difficult book to
read. [t is written for the reader with a
good understanding of the New T esta-
ment and early Christian history. If the
reader is to fully comprehend the
book, some knowledge of Greek would
be helpful. 4
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