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ast year | served as the evan-
gelist for Pine Creek Free Will
¥ Baptist Church in Clintwood,
V&rg:ma the Church where began my
ministry 43 years ago.

When [ united with this Church,
meetings were held in the schoolhouse,
and now they have a beautiful, modern
church building. This is a picture of
what has happened in our denomina-
tion since I began preaching.

My ministry has been in three main
categories— pastoral, denominational
executive, and evangelistic. For 30
vears, | traveled extensively and prob-
ably visited as many Free Will Baptist
churches and stayed in as many homes
as any preacher among us. In these
years, most of my experiences have
been pleasant and rewarding.

| have learned more from experi-
ence than from books, so I'll share
some thoughts about preparing for
revival.

Getting Ready

It is best not to go to a church for
special meetings without the pastor
agreeing that you should come. Be-
cause he witl do most of the preparing,
he shouid have much to do with the

selection of the evangelist. Many
churches leave this te the pastor
and/or the deacon board.

dress. This is most important so he
may leave it with his family.

He should be informed where he
will be staying. Some men who live out
of a suitcase prefer to stay in amotel, if
it is a good one, and have most of their
meals there. However, those who
know the evangelist well may want to
keep him in their home, if they have
the extra room and other facilities for
keeping a guest this length of time.

Evangelists will expect to stay in
homes only when both husband and
wife are there. Meals in other homes
are not advised as a rule.

The Right Time

The Right Advertising

If 1 were a pastor preparing for
revival, | would seek the Lord’s leader-
ship for an evangelist and then call the
man and give him some choice of
dates. Most full time evangelists are
booked well n advance.

If the man invited accepted the
invitation, I would send him the follow-
ing information: The time of the first
service and directions to the church.
would advise him of all services, antici-
pated day meetings, prayer meetings,
and other special meetings he will be
expected to attend.

The evangelist should have the pas-
tor’s phone number and mailing ad-

Advertising pays! Most of it is free
to churches. However, many times
even nearby pastors do not know that
arevival is going on in their community.

Every area newspaper should have
the announcement, every radio and
television station should be asked to
make the announcement, and letters
and other printed matter should go
out from the church. In fact, pastors of
area churches should be consulted
before the dates are set, to try and
avoid other meetings being held at the
same time. This is not always possible,
but efforts should be made in that
direction.



The Right Finances

Expenses should be considered
early in planning for a meeting. Travel
expenses should always be provided,
regardless whether the evangelist
traveis by air or in his automobile.
Food and lodging is provided, and love
offerings should be given, over and
above what the church gives from the
treasury or what has been placed in
the budget.

Keep in mind that the evangelist has
no other source of income, that he
furnishes his own house, utilities, and
insurance, and has no other income
when he is not engaged in a revival
meeting.

I would not want a man to preach
for me if he was only preaching for the
money. But then neither would [ want
to invite a man without doing my best
to meet his needs, and a little more
when possible.

The Right Ethics

The speaker does not need to be
introduced in every service, the first
service should be sufficient. {Those
present know who they have come to
hear.) All announcements and prefim-
inaries should be kept to a minimum.
Thirty minutes after the service begins,
the preacher should be in the pulpit,
when possible. Singing is great, but
too much in one service is harmful.

Provisions should be made for deal-
ing with those who come forward at
the invitation {altar call). New converts
need to be instructed about baptism
and church membership.

Many services are hindered because
they are too long—sometimes this is
difficuit to control. Revivals are not the
time to display all talents within the
church, but all iocai talent should be
used. This will add to the spiritual good
of the service.

Lengthy preaching, prayers, or testi-
monies are not necessary fo winning
soutls, and often hinder revival.

Free Will Baptists have thousands
of ordained ministers, hundreds of
missionaries, but less than a dozen full
time evangelists. If [ were now a pas-
tor, I would urge young men called to
preach, to seek the will of God about
full time evangelism.

Pastors should consider using full
time evangelists for their revivals. This
would encourage more men to enter
this ministry.

10 Tips for the Pastor

If ] were a pastor, I would do what
many are already doing:

1. Plan revivals well in advance.

2. Select the evangelist through much
prayer, and use full time evangelists
often.

3. Advertise the meetings by all means
possible. Invite nearby churches to
attend in groups.

4. Make arrangemenits for the financial
needs of the preacher before the
meeting begins,

5. Select a good song leader, and keep
the opening part of the service to
about 30 minutes.

6. Use as much local talent as possible
throughout the revival, and invite
only born again soul winners as
special singers.

. Use wisdom in scheduling the evan-
gelist’s time; do not expect him to
visit homes after the service, or to
linger at the church extra hours
after services.

8. Use whatever means of transporta-
tion the church has {cars, buses,
vans) every night to bring folks to
the services.

9. Let the entire week be used as
revival time! All other activities at
night should be united with the
revival effort.

10. If the visiting preacher is present on
Sunday, have the Children's Church
remain in the regular worship ser-
vice.

~J

Seven Suggestions
for the Church

There are some things that make a
week's stay at a church more pleasant:

—

. Be on time to meet the evangelist if he

comes by plane.

2. Have all meals planned at least three
hours before chugch time.

3. Have reading materials availabie,
especially a daily newspaper,

4. If afellowshipis planned at the church,
don’t wait until the closing night to
have it.

5. Give time in one service for the
evangelist to give a brief report of his
ministry, if he cares to do so.

6. The church may wish to give some
personal gift to the evangelist and/or
his wife, (Old fashioned “poundings”
are still in order, too!)

7. Plan time for plenty of rest, study,

and prayer for the pastor and the

evangelist.

Practical Helps

It is not necessary to use such titles
as Doctor in advertising an evangelist.
Men of God often prefer to be called
Evangelist, or just Brother.

Make no comments on the size of
the crowd. Whether it is large or smali,
our object is to worship Jesus Christ.
Many services are hindered by too
much talk about those who are pres-
ent, and/or those who are not present.
After the service begins, we must
work with what we have!

A clock should never be displayed
for the public to check how long the
evangelist has been preaching. Try to
avoid displaying items of distraction in
the sanctuary.

[t is not good to have the evangelist
go to the door after each service.
Sometimes he needs to be elsewhere
speaking to those seeking spiritual
help.

At times, pastors and song leaders
feel they need to straighten out the
congregation—maybe for being late,
or failing to sing loud enough, etc, |
have never seen this help a revival. A
later time for these instructions is
much better.

Don’t judge the results of the meet-
ing until several weeks after its close.
There are times of ingathering, and
there are times to build up the saints.

Regular attendance is one of the
best ways to have revival. It is almost
impossible to have revival when the
congregation changes at each service.

May all of us experience real revival
in our hearts and in our churches in
1983 .4

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Homer Willis
(59) is a full fime evangelist based in Nashuille,
Tennessee. He has been preaching 43 vears.
Brother Willis served 17 years (1956-1973) as
General Director of Home Missions Depart-
ment and editor of Mission-Grams, a monthly
Home Missions magazine.

He founded Evangelism Unlimited in 1973.
He has preached in all 50 stafes and on every
continent except Australia. He is a 1946 alumnus
of Free Will Baptist Bible College.
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5:00 Usher Orientation
SUNDAY EVENING/July 17
7:00 NATIONAL YOUTH
CONFERENCE
Keynote Service
Speaker: David Boggs
8:30 Worship Service Concludes
830 Mass Adult Choir Rehearsal
8:30 Youth after-service activities
{See National Youth Program)
8:30-10:00  Registration Continues
MONDAY MORNING /July 18
7:.00 NYC Breakfast (staff, judges
and officials}
8:00-8:45 WNAC Executive Committee
Breakfast
8:30 Registration Continues
8:30 Youth Competition and
Music/Arts Assembly
(See National Youth Program)
9:00 GENERAL BOARD Convenes
9:00-10:30  WNAC Nominating Committee
9:00-11:45  WNAC Executive Commitiee

Hyatt Regency
Columbus
Board Rooms Il and il

Ohio Center
Battelle Hall

Ohio Center
Battelle Halt

Sheraton Columbus
Plaza

Ohio Center
Main Foyer

Sheraton Columbus
Plaza
Garfield-Hayes Room

Hyatt Regency
Columbus

Pickaway Room

Ohio Center
Main Foyer

Sheraton Columbus
Plaza

Hyatt Regency
Columbus

Regency South

Hyatt Regency
Columbus
Clark Room

Hyatt Regency
Columbus
Board Room

MONDAY AFTERNOON/July 18

12:00-12:45 WNAC Executive Committee

12:00-1:15

1:00

1:30-2:30

1:.30

2:45-3:45

Luncheon

General Board Luncheen

Youth Competition and
Music/Arts
{See National Youth Program)

WNAC Seminar

GENERAL BOARD Reconvenes

Presidents and Field Workers

Hyatt Regency
Columbus
Pickaway Room

Hyatt Regency
Columbus

Fayette Room

Sheraton Columbus
Plaza

Hyatt Regency
Columbus

Regency North

Hyatt Regency

Columbus
Regency South

Hyatt Regency
Columbus

Marion Room

Melvin Worthington
Exec. Secretary

Alton Loveless
Prom. Secretary

Bobby Jackson
Moderator

Mat’l. Assoc. Ohio State Assoc. Nat'l. Assoc,

4:00 Mass Adult Choir Rehearsal Ohio Center
Battelle Hall

5:00 EXHIBIT AREA OPEN Ohio Center
Battelle Hall

5:00 Leamer/Adventurer Banquet Sheraton Columbus

MONDAY EVENING/July 18

7:00

8:30

8:30

8:30-10:00
!

9:00

400

10:30

WORSHIP SERVICE

Presiding Roger Childers

Song Service: Danny Thomas

Music: Mass Adult Choir
FWBBC

Session Called to Order and

Piaza

Ohio Center
Battelle Halt

Moderator Introduced: Waldo Young, Clerk

Report of Committee on Committees:

Bobby Jackson, Moderator

Welcome to Columbus
Alton Loveless

Ohio Promotional Secretary
Roll Call of States: Roger Childers

Offertory: FWBBC
Solo: Roliie Nagle

MESSAGE: “Our Sacred Promise to God Personally”

David Sutton

Session Recessed
{Exhibit Area Open)

Men’s Chorale Rehearsal
Registration Continues

Youth after-service activities
{See National Youth Program)

Youth Banquet

Exhibit Area Closed

Ohio Center
Battelle Hall

Ohio Center
Battelle Hal!

Sheraton Columbus
Plaza

Sheraton Columbus
Plaza
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PROGRAM (From Page 9) 12:15-1:15  State Leaders Luncheon Hyatt Regency
Columbus
Fayette Room
TUESDAY MORNING/July 19 1:00 Youth Competition and Sheraton Columbus
Music/Aris Plaza
7.00 Music Ministries Fellowship Hyatt Regency {See National Youth Program)
Breakfast Columbus
Madison Room 1:30 WNAC Reconvenes Hyatt Regency
Columbus
7:00 Home Missions Board Breakfast Hyatt Regency Union Reom
Columbus
Board Room | 1:30-3:30 BIBLE CONFERENCE Ohio Center
Reconvenes Batteile Hall
8:30 Registration Continues Ohio Center
Main Foyer Presiding: Herbert Waid
8:30 Exhibit Area Open Ohio Center 1:30 Song Service: Duane Hughes
Baitelle Hall Solo: John Blakely
Speaker: Loyd Locklear
8:30 Youth Competition and Sheraton Columbus
Music/Arts Plaza 2:30 Music: Hillsdatle FWB Coilege
{See National Youth Program) Speaker: Fred Hanson
Convention Bible Conference Speakers
Hanson Locklear Sexton Wood
9:00 WOMAN’S NATIONAL Hyatt Regency 4:00 Mass Adult Choir Rehearsal Ohio Center
AUXILIARY CONVENTION Columbus Battelle Hall
Presiding: Genelle Scott, Union Room
President 5:00-6:45 WNAC FELLOWSHIP DINNER Hyatt Regency
. Speaker: Dorothy Sample Columbus
9:00-311:00 BIBLE CONFERENCE Ohio Center Regency Ballroom
Battelle Hall
Presiding Bob Shockey TUESDAY EVENING/Julv 19
9:00 Song Fervice: Chuck Cox 7:00 WORSHIP SERVICE Ohio Center
olo: Steve Ashby
Speaker: Lynn Wood Battelle Hail
' Presiding J. M. Creech
. - Song Service: Jerry Pilgrim
10:00 gd::;i.e%%ﬁgexton Music; Mass Adult Choir
' Hitlsdale FWB College
Offertory: Martha Ramey
11:00 Board of Retirement Hyatt Regency Solo: Ann Maines
Columbus " . ) "
Board Room | MESSAGE: “"Our Smf:ere Pledge to God's People
Harold Pitts
11:10 WNAC Missionary Service Ohic Center .
M : 8:30 Session Recessed
Message: Mike Cousineau Battelle Hall (Exhibit Area Open)
TUESDAY AFTERNOON/July 19 8:30 Men’s Chorale Rehearsat Ohio Center
Battelle Hall
12:00-1:15  Board of Retirement Luncheon  Hyatt Regency
Columbus 8:30 Historical Commission Hyatt Regency
Pickaway Room Columbus
Board Room Ill
12:00-1:15  Friends of Hillsdale College Hyatt Regency
Alumni Luncheon Columbus 8:30-10:00  Registration Continues Ohio Center
Speaket: Douglas J. Simpson Fairfield Room Main Foyer




Centrum
180 South High Street

9:00 Youth after.service activities
(Al ages)

10:30 Exhibit Area Closed

WEDNESDAY MORNING/July 20

7:00 Master's Men Breakfast
Speaker: Ben Scott

Hyatt Regency
Columbus
Delaware Room

8:00 Youth Competitive Finals Hyatt Regency
and Recognition Assembly Columbus
Regency Baillroom
8:30 Exhibit Area Open Ohio Center
Battelle Hall
8:30 Registration Continues Ohio Center
Main Foyer
9:00-11:45  CONVENTION BUSINESS Ohio Center
SESSION Battelle Hall

Moderator’s Message: Bobby Jackson
Report of Credentials Committee
arxt Seating of Delegates
Partial Report of General Board
Partial Report of Nominating Committee

REPORTS OF NATIONAL DEPARTMENTS
(Board members are elected at conclusion
of each report.)
Executive Office: Melvin Worthington
Sunday School and Church Training: Roger Reeds
F oreign Missions: Rolla Smith
Free Will Baptist Bible College; Charles Thigpen
Commission on Theological Liberalism: Leray Forlines

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON/July 20

12:00 REGISTRATION CLOSES

12:00 FWBBC Alumni Luncheon Hyatt Regency
Speaker: Charles Thigpen Columbus

Delaware Room

1:30 CONVENTION BUSINESS Ohio Center
REASSEMBILES Battelle Hal!
Scripture Reading and Prayer
Assistant Moderator; Ralph Hampton

1:.35 REPORTS OF NATIONAL DEPARTMENTS

(continued)

Home Missions: Roy Thomas
Retirement: Herman Hersey

FWB Foundation; Herman Hersey
Master's Men: Loyd Olsan

h
ettt ———eerre———i

2:15 General Board Final Report
Partial Report of Nominating Committee
Election of General Board Members

4:00 Business Session Recessed
4:00 Men'’s Chorale Rehearsal Ohio Center
{or immediately following Battelle Hall

business session)

WEDNESDAY EVENING/July 20

Ohio Center
Battelle Hall

7:00 WORSHIP SERVICE
Presiding David Joslin
Song Service: David Chamberlin
Music: Men's Chorale
Introduction of Missionaries

Offertory: Men's Chorale

Solo: Cari Sullivan

MESSAGE: “Our Sacrificial Promotion of God’s Program”
Lester Horton

Missions Offering David Joslin
Music: Hillsdale FWB College

8:30 Session Recessed
{Exhibit Area Open)
10:30 Exhibit Area Closed

THURSDAY MORNING /July 21

7:00 Sunday School Board Breakfast  Hyatt Regency
Columbus
Board Room 1
8:30 Exhibit Area Open Ohio Center
Battelle Hall
9:00 CONCLUDING BUSINESS Obhio Center
SESSION Batteile Hall

WNAC Report: Clec Pursell

Historical Commission Report: Alton Loveless
Report of Committees:

—Registration

—Budget

-~Resolutions

Nominating Committee’s Final Report
Elaction of General Officers
11:45 Adjournment

12:15 Exhibits Closed (or 30 minutes

after convention adjournment} 4
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NATIONAL YOUTH CONFERENCE

16th Annual Conference/July 17-21, 1983
Sheraton Columbus Plaza/Columbus, Ohio

Fry Lewis

Hampton

Boggs

THEME: “By Our Love"—! Thessalonians 3:12

NYC DIRECTOR: Malcolm Fry

NYC COORDINATOR: Clarence Lewis
REGISTRATION COORDINATOR: Janita Warren
NYC OFFICE COORDINATOR: Jean Lewis
MUSIC COORDINATOR: Charles Hampton

SUNDAY AFTERNOON/July 17

3:00 NYC Registration Ohio Center
Main Foyer
4:00 Mass Youth Choir Rehearsal Ohio Center
Batteile Hall
SUNDAY EVENING/July 17
7:00-8:30 NYC KEYNOTE SERVICE Ohio Center
Song Service: Dick Martin Battelle Hall

Speaker: David Boggs

8:30 Learner/Adventurer Sheraton Columbus
after-service activities Plaza
Lakes Rooms
Youth after-service activities Sheraton Columbus
Plaza
Emeraid/Diamond
Rooms
MONDAY MORNING/July 18
7:00 NYC Breakfast (staff, judges Garfield-Hayes Room
and officials}
8:30 Bible Tic Tac Toe Assembly Ruby Room
ALL teams and coaches
Bible Bowl Assembly Pearl Room

ALL teams and coaches

Music & Arts Assembly Emerald/Diamond
ALL contestants and coaches Rooms

9:00 Bible Tic Tac Toe Ruby Room
Bible Bowl Pearl Room
Music & Arts Section 1 Emerald/Diamond

Rooms

Music & Arts Section 2 Lakes Rooms
Music & Arts Section 3 Auditorium

(Oral Communication}

MONDAY AFTERNOON/July 18

1:00 Bible Sword Drill Grade 4 Auditorium
Bible Tic Tac Toe Ruby Room
Bible Bowl Pearl Room
Music & Arts Section 4 Emerald/Diamond
Rooms
Music & Arts Section 5 Lakes Rooms
1:30 Bible Memorization Grade 1 Auditorium
5:00 Learner/Adventurer Banguet The Pavilion Room
4th Floor
MONDAY EVENING/July 18
7:00 MAIN CONVENTION SERVICE Ohio Center
Battelle Hall
9:00 Learner/Adventurer Activities Lakes Rooms
Youth Banquet Emerald/Diarnond
Rooms






PROGRAM (From Page 13) 9:30 Welcome: Joann Sizemore
Creative Arts Contest Awards: Lorene Miley

Credentials Committee Report/Seating of Delegates
Executive Secretary-Treasurer’s Report
Resolutions Committee Report

9:00-11:45 WNAC Executive Committee Hyatt Regency Appreciation Committee Report

gg;‘:?ggim I Nominating Committee Report/Election of Officers
11:00 Recess
MONDAY AFTERNOON/July 18 11:10 WNAC MISSIONARY SERVICE Ohio Center
Battelle Hail
12:00-12:45 WNAC Executive Committee Hyatt Regency
Luncheon Columbus Song Service: Carolyn Riddick
Pickaway Room Offertory
Duet: Ralph and Delores Hester

1:30-2:30 WNAC Seminar Hyatt Regency

Columbus MESSAGE: Mike Cousineau, Ivory Coast

Regency North
12:00 Recess for lunch

2:45-3:45 Presidents and Field Workers Hyatt Regency
Columbus TUESDAY AFTERNOON/July 19

Marion Room

1:30 Song Service; Carolyn Riddick  Hyatt Regency
TUESDAY MORNING/July 19 Offertory Columbus
Duet: Carolyn Riddick Union Room
9:00 WOMAN'S NATIONAL Hyatt Regency Susan Moser
AUXILIARY CONVENTION Columbus Missionary Panel: June Rolen
Union Room Reaistration Committee Report
Presiding: Geneile Scott 3:00 Adjournment
Song Service: Carolyn Riddick
5:00 WNAC FELLOWSHIP DINNER Hyatt Regency
9:15 Devation; Delilah Scott Speaker: Dorothy Sample Columbus
Solo: Dawn Sweeney Regency Baliroom A

it Fo

C;usineau Sample

Wisehart

LOCAL CHURCH DELEGATE'S CREDENTIALS

Speak up

THIS CERTIFIES THAT

-
m is a duly authorized delegate to the National Association of Free Will

COIumb“IS! Baptisis from
Send a _ |
ChurCh {Drslrnc! Association) tCity) 1State)

Delegate N Paston Clerk or Secrelary
IMPORTANT: This form properly signed and accompanied by a $10
registration fee entitles a local church deiegate to register for voting
privileges.

(Name ol chur¢h}
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COLUMBUS, CHIC

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FREE WILL BAPTISTS

JULY 17-21, 1983

PLEASE USE THIS ADDRESSED FORM FOR YOUR HOUSING RESERVATIONS

INSTRUCTIONS:

THE COLUMBUS HOUSING BUREAU WILL HANDLE
ALL HOUSING APPLICATIONS.

Applications must be submitted in writing on this official
form.

No reservations will be taken over the telephona.

Confirmations will be mailed directly from the hotel to only
one person. Please allow at least three weeks for confirmation.

CHANGES OR CANCELLATIONS: ALL changes and
cancellations must be made directly with the Housing
Bureau prior to June 24, 1983, Changes after that date may
be made directly with the hotei.

Applications must be postmarked no later than June 24,
1983,

Atteast two choices of hotels/motels are desirable. Reser-
vations will be filled in order of receipt.

HOTEL LOCATION 1 person

1 bed

2 persons
1 bed

1. HYATT REGENCY COLUMBUS $48
Headquarters

350 N. High St.

Children under 16 free in existing beds.

Rollaway - $10

Parking in North Lot only

$44

. SHERATON COLUMBUS PLAZA

NYC Headquarters

50 N. Third St.

Children under 18 free in existing beds.
Rollaway - $11

$44 $48

. THE CHRISTOPHER INN $48
300 E. Broad St.

Children under 12 free in existing beds.

$38

. HOLIDAY INN CITY CENTRE
175 E. Town 5t
Children under 18 free in existing beds.
Rollaway - $5

$41 $47

*Room Guarantee required for after 6:00 PM arrival at ait hotels.
*9%% current tax on af rooms.

2 beds for
4 persons

2 beds for Cther

3 persons

Parking

$52 $56 $52
(King bed &

sofa-bed)

$2 (self

parking)
$7 (valet
parking}

$48 $48 §2

$48
(Twin)

Free

$52 $57 Free

HOTEL PREFERENCE: (From above list or specify other choice

1.

3.

ACCOMMODATIONS DESIRED:

e ROOM(S) for one person (one full size bed)
—. ROOM(3) foOr two persons {one full size bed)
—— Room{s) for two persons {two double beds)

)
2,

4,

— Room(s} for {
beds)

~— Room(s) with twin beds for two persons

— Suite-Parlor and { )} one bedroom { ) two bedrooms

) three or { ) four persons (two double

I will arrive July , 1983 at (AM./P.M.} and wilt depart July , 1883.

Name Mailing Address

City State Zip

Area Code Telephone Number This will be used only in case your form is not

clear, in which case we will call coltect.

Please list names of ali additional persons included in this reserv

number of persons listed. Please bracket names of those staying in same room.

1.

3.

ation. We cannot confirm unless rooms requested balance with

2.

4.
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By Joyce Watson

s sat in the examiningroom,

my mind wandered back over

the past five years. Those
first years of marriage had been a time
of adjustment for me.

Beingthe youngest of six children, 1
found few quiet times at our house, My
dad was a farmer so there was always
work to be done. My growing up vears
were busy, noisy, and anything but
serene.

At age 19 | married and decided to
be “just a housewife” for a while. |
enjoyed doing all those things that
homemakers do. I kept a neat house,

sewed my own clothes, and prepared
meals for my husband.

Then, after the second year, I began
to feel that needed more. I had always
wanted children and we both thought
it was time to start our family. How-
ever, since things don't always work
out the way you want them to, when
that fifth year rolled around without
the patter of little feet in the house, |
decreed, “Okay, | give up. 'm not
going to be a mother.”

At any rate, there | sat in the tiny
roomwith a bigair conditioner, shiver-
ing and waiting for my doctor to come
in and announce “False alarm.” [ was
still praying when the doctor walked in
and grinned, “You're finally getting
that baby.”

Seven months later I lay in the
delivery room looking down beside me

at the prettiest baby girl I'd ever seen.
She came equipped with a head full of
dark hair and the strongest lungs. I’d
never heard a baby cry so loud.

Bless her heart, she cried all the
time except when we held her, Sincel
was alone with her each day, | was the
one doing rost of the holding. I think]
actually watched her eyelashes grow!

When Michelle was eight months
old, | got this strange (or not so
strange) feeling. | thought to myself,
“Surely not again—not this soon.” |
guess | thought it would take another
five years.

But alas, when she was 17 months
old, Jeremy arrived. From then on it
was just like the old times on the farm.
My life was more hectic than ever and!
found myself longing for a time of
peace and quiet.



Somehow | made it through those
first years, aithough I'll admit that this,
too, required some adjusting on my
part. My house was no longer immacu-
late, it was “lived in.” (I've since decided
that “lived in” is nicer than “immacu-
late.”}

I enjoyed the toddler years. Michelle
was ready for first grade and Jeremy
for kindergarten when I found myself
almost dreading to be alone again. |
kept telling my husband Ray, “Now |
can do some things that | want to do.”

But I wondered how it would be
without a baby at home. I didn’t get the
chance to find out, because a few
weeks later 1 learned that we were
going to receive another blessing, We
named this one Joel. Because he came
along later, the other two helped enter-
tain him and as a result, we've all
enjoyed and spoiled him.

Finally, they were all three in schoo!
and we decided there would be no
more surprises. Now there seemed to
be a void in my life. When Joel got old
enough to go places with his dad and
be away from me, | looked for some-
thing to fill the void. There was plenty
to do at home, but I needed more than
that. I needed something for me.

I started working part time at a
church, and by doing this [ still got
home before the kids were out of
school. This time my husband had to
do the adjusting. I'd always been home
to prepare his lunch. Suddenly, he had
to face a sandwich alone.

Why, there are times I'm not even
there to lay out his clothes (he works
night shift). But you know, he's learn-
ing to feed and dress himself, and is
making the adjustment.

So now the kids are well on their
way to becoming adults. I've watched
them grow from totally dependent
babies to almost self-sufficient individ-
uals.

Whenllook at them, ! say to myself,
“Joyce, you haven’t done haif bad so
far.” Not only have they grown physi-
cally and mentally, but also spiritually.
They all have a deep love for the Lord,
and for this | am maost thankful.

Before too long they all three will be
out on their own. I don't worry how
they will adjust to this new life of theirs,
because we've done our best to pre-
pate them.

What they make of their lives de-
pends on them. I have confidence in
their ability to function as adults. F'll be

there to encourage them when they
need it.

Life is filled with periods of adjust-
ment, Newlyweds must adjust to life
with each other. No matter how long
the dating period lasts, after you're
married, there is that time of getting to
know each other.

When the children are born you
have to adjust to the responsibility of
this new life that God gave you.

Then comes the adjustment when
the children move from dependency
upon you to self-sufficiency. Parents
miss that dependency.

But without a doubt the most diffi-
cult adjustment is coming to grips with
life after your nest is empty and the
kids leave home to make their own
nests. You realize that you're back
where you started (except there are
lots of beautiful memories in between).

You sit down at the once-crowded
and cluttered breakfast table. There's
no one rushing off anywhere. There
are only two places set and two people
gazing across the table at each other.
You find yourself wondering, “Who is
this person that I'm sharing breakfast
with?”

While youwere home with the kids,
he was out trying to make a living. But
the fact remains that “he was out.”
Then when he was in, you found work
and you were out. So it seemns that you
were together very little.

He always enjoyed bowling and
would take the kids and go. But you
never liked bowling. Then again, he
never liked flea markets and junk
shopping, so when you went you just
didn’t bother to invite him along. In
fact, the only time you went anywhere
together was to church.

That’s about all you have in com-
mon. Of course, there were holidays.
But those were centered mostly a-
round the kids. What happens when
you find yourself living alone with this
person that it seems you hardly know?

In order to make this final and most
important adjustment, you’ll have to
go back to the beginning. You have to
get to know each other all over again.
You have a lot more to build on now
because you shared in raising the
children and you made so many mem-
ories together. Children create a bond
that wasn't there when you first mar-
ried,

The strength and patience neces-
sary to successfully make this adjust-

ment must come from the Lord. If
vou've made Him the center of your
life, then He’s been with you during
those other adjustments (how else do
you think you made them), and He'll
bring you through this final one.

This “rediscovering” each other
won'’t be easy. But then nothingworth-
while is. Y ou may have to learn to love
each other all over again.

And when you've made this final
adjustment, you’ll discover that the
nest wasn’t empty after alll &

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mrs. Joyce Watsonis a
member of First Free Will Baptist Church,
Murfreesboro, Tennessee.
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‘POP’ WILLEY PORTRAIT
PRESENTED TO FWBBC

NASHVILLE, TN--Mrs. Mabel
“Mom” Willey presented an oil painting
of her husband, the iate Reverend
Thomas Willey, Sr., to Free Will Baptist
Bible College on March 8, during the
college’s annual Bible Conference.

The painting, the work of a Cuban
Christian, was given to Mrs. Willey
during the 40th anniversary of the
Cuban work which Pop founded.

Foreign Missions General Director
Rolla Smith gave a brief resume’ of
Reverend Willey's life and ministry.

The portrait was placed in the Col-
lege’s Welch Library and will eventually
become part of the Free Will Baptist
Historical Collection.

Charles Thigpen (L}, Mrs. Willey, and Rolla Smith

FORTY-SIX EARN ETTA CERTIFICATES

SOUTHEASTERN
URBANA, OH-—The newest branch cessive Monday evenings, 7:00-9:00 COMPLETES FIRST
ofthe Ohio Bible Institute, which meets  p.m., beginning February 14. Childers BIBLE CONFERENCE

at the Urbana Free Will Baptist
Church, awarded 46 ETTA Prelimi-
nary Teaching Certificates in March,
according to Pastor and Director
Roger Childers.

Forty-two of the 46 recipients were
members of the Urbana congregation.
Pastor Childers said he had expected
30 students to enroll in February, but
was pleased that 46 completed the six-
week program.

The ETTA program was designed
for 12 one-hour sessions. Childers and
the other instructors, Pastor Donald
Hix (Woodstock FWB Church} and
Childers’ Associate Pastor Bobby
Wiatt, opted to teach two-hour ses-
sions for six weeks for the convenience
of the students.

The weekly sessions met on suc-

Students in the ETTA Study Program.

taught “New Testament Survey”; Hix
taught “Teaching Techniques”: Wiatt
taught “Understanding Peopie.”

Pastor Childers said his goal was to
get an ETTA Preliminary Teaching
Certificate to every Sunday School
teacher in the church and area, and to
anyone else who wanted to study. He
estimates that any student who pur-
sues the prescribed program can earn
the teaching certificate in less than
three years.

Some 36 have registered for the fall
session which begins September 14.
The same $7 fee per course will be
charged and the same three courses
taught. The Urbana Church provides
refreshments and nursery services for
the students.

Don Hix leads “Teaching Techniques” class.

CRAMERTON, NC---Mgre than 400
people from nine states attended open-
ing services at Southeastern Free Will
Baptist College’s first annual Bible
Conference which met in Cramerton
FWB Church, February 20-22.

President Randy Cox said, “The
word that best describes our Bible
Conference is great.” He praised the
work of host Pastor Bob King, citing
the six large billboards erected in the
area to advertise the meeting.

Three ministers preached during
the conference-—North Carolina Pas-
tor Dann Patrick, Virginia Pastor
Lester Horton, and Home Missions
Director Roy Thomas.

Southeastern College’s Cooperat-
ing Board met on Tuesday of the
conference with 150 in attendance.
Two new members were elected to the
college’s Board of Directors: Pastor
Guy Owens {Tennessee} and Pastor
James Walden (Alabama).

Even though attendance slipped to
350 on the second night of the confer-
ence due to a rain storm, President
Cox assessed, “We are encouraged
by this response, since there were no
students or their parents attending
this session.”

The 1984 Bible Conference is set
for April 1-4 in VirginiaBeach, Virginia
at Gateway FWB Church.
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newsfront

{continued)

PINE BLUFF CHURCH COMPLETES $210,000 BUILDING

PINE BLUFF, AR—Dedication ser-
vices were conducted March 20 for a
20,800-square foot activities building
at Oak Park Free Will Baptist Church
in Pine Bluff,

The $210,000 structure, which
houses a full-size gymnasium, stage,
kitchen, fellowship hall, and 13 class-
rooms, was erected at a cost of $10 per
square foot,

Pastor John Gilliland estimates the
present value of the activities building
at a half-million dollars, and praised
members who worked to hold down
construction costs,

The Sunday afternoon dedication

service followed dinner-on-the-grounds
for the entire church family. Members
ate lunch, cleared the tables, and
gathered on the basketball court for
dedication ceremonies.

Pastor Gilliland recognized mem-
bers of the Board of Trustees who
guided the two-year project and com-
mended the peopie for their sacrificial
giving which made the building possi-
ble.

Rev. Lonnie Palmer, pastor of Pine
Hill FWB Church, Star City, prayed
the prayer of dedication. CONTACT
Editor Jack Williams preached the
afternoon message.

OLD REYNO CHURCH
BUILDS PARSONAGE
REYNO, AR—Members of OldReyno
Free Will Baptist Church, Reyno, dedi-
cated their new parsonage on March
13, according to Pastor Vernon

Gunnels.

Following Sunday morning worship
services, the congregation formed a
circle around the parsonage and were
led in a prayer of dedication by the
trustees and deacons.

The brick structure contains three
bedrooms and is equipped with forced
air and heating.

NEW SCHOLARSHIPS
AVAILABLE AT CCC

FRESNQO, CA—Full tuition scholar-
ships in music and full tuition scholar-
ships for unmarried children of Free
Will Baptist ministers and missionaries
were authorized by the California
Christian College Board of Trustees,
according to President John Smith.

The scholarships, available for the
first time during the 1983 fall sernester,
are renewable annually with the main-
tenance of satisfactory grades.

Along with the general scholarship
category available to any FWB minis-
ter's or missionary’s unmarried chil-
dren, the Board of Trustees also ap-
proved 10 music scholarships. The
music scholarships are intended for
recent high school graduates who have
talent and interest in the area of music.
These students must meet all the
normal entrance requirements of Cali-
fornia Christian College and be willing
to participate in the public relations
groups at CCC.

Interested individuals may write or
call the college and request an applica-
tion and scholarship information.

California Christian College
4881 E. University Ave.
Fresno, CA 93703

Phone (209) 251-4215

FWB BOOK DEALERS
MEET IN NASHVILLE

NASHVILLE, TN—Free Will Baptist
Book Dealers from six states met at
Randall House Publications in Nash-
ville March 9-11 for their annual con-
clave.

Representatives from four book seil-
ers joined the group, including Broad-
man Press, Tyndale House, Eerdmans
Publishing Company, and OmniSales.

Alton Loveless, manager of Am-
bassador Bookstore in Columbus,
Ohio, presented a workshop on the
use of computers in the Christian
bookstore.

Randall House Marketing Manager
Fred Green was elected president of
the FWB Book Dealers Association.



RETIREMENT DEPARTMENT NAMES BUSINESS MANAGER

NASHVILLE, TN—TheReverendRay
Lewis assumed duties with the Depart-
ment of Retirement in late May as the
business manager, according to De-
partment Director Herman Hersey.
Mr. Lewis's previous experience
includes teaching, pastoring, and man-
agerial level responsibility in business.
The 35-year-old North Carolina na-
tive graduated from Pembroke State
University in 1970 with a business
education major. He graduated from
Free Will Baptist Bible Coliege in 1976.
He pastored Free Will Baptist churches

six vears in Alabama and North Caro-
lina.

Reverend Lewis served four vears
as manager of the Dallas Wholesaie
Company. He has taught at Liberty
Christian School (Durham, NC}), Ten-
nessee Valley Community College
{Decatur, AL), and Free Will Baptist
Bible College.

He is married to the former Ida
Chason. They have two children, Chris
andKelly. Ida is a secretary at Randall
House Publications.

FWBBC PRESIDENT, DEAN
CHOSEN BY ACCREDITING ASSOCIATION

NASHVILLE, TN-President Charles
A. Thigpen and Dean Robert Picirilii
were both tapped for posts in the
American Association of Bible Colleges
(AABC) at the body’s annual meeting
in Kansas City, October 28-30. Dr.
Thigpen was chosen for a four-year
term as association vice president/
president elect. Dr. Picirilli will serve
on the AABC’s Commission on Re-
search.

AABC Executive Director Randall
Bell described Dr. Thigpen's service to
the association as long and distin-
guished. Dr. Thigpen was a member-

at-large on the Board of Directors and
served as AABC treasurer. He has
been both chairman and member of
the Accrediting Commission and a
member of the AABC Task Force on
LongRange Planning. Dr. Thigpen will
serve for two years as vice president
and another two years as AABC presi-
dent.

The AABC serves 100 member
Bible colleges in the U.S. and Canada,
It is recognized as the representative
accrediting body for such schools and
is a member of the Council on Post-
secondary Accreditation (COPA).

RECORD NUMBER HONOR IDAHO WIDOWS

RUPERT, ID—The Rupert Free Will
Baptist Church set a new attendance
record in March when 85 persons met
for special services to honor widows in
the church membership.

Seventy-five-year-old Pastor Rue
Thomas was elated that the 85 people
braved an all-day snow to participate
in worship on Sunday night in this
Idaho town with one of the nation’s
heaviest concentrations of Mormons,

Six widows—Refugio Garcia, Eva
Holcomb, Avonell Mayer, Julia Bean,
Ethel Brown, and Cecil Day-—were
present and honored.

They were seated on the stage that
featured artwork depicting a rainbow
and ciouds in the background, a golden
picket fence, and two young girls
dressed as angels at the gate.

Thomas

Pastor Thomas preached the eve-
ning message. He is the father of
Home Missions General Director Roy

Seated: Ethel Brown (L), Avonell Mayer, Eva
Holcomb, Cecil Day, Refugic Gareia, Julia
Bean. Angels: Debbie Kofoed and Christina
Gercia

RANDALL HOUSE SETS
SOFTBALL TOURNAMENT

NASHVILLE, TN—The third annual
Free Will Baptist Invitational Softball
Tournament will be hosted by Randail
House Publications on August 19-20.
According to Clarence Lewis, Tourna-
ment Director, the tournament will be
held at the Cedar Hill softbali complex,

The 1983 tournament will be limited
to 32 teams. Entrees will be accepted
on a first come basis. The entrance fee
for this vear’s tournament will be
$60.00.

For additional information, write to
Clarence Lewis, Randall House Publi.
cations, P.O. Box 17306, Nashville,
Tennessee 37217,
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Currently . . .*®

Pastor Norman Livingston reports
50 new members added to Greenview
FWB Church, Dayton, OH in 1982,
Livingston said that most of the converts
united with the church.

CONTACT welcomes BREAD FROM
OUR QVEN, pubiication of the Woman's
Auxiliary of Qak Park FWB Church,
Pine Bluff, AR. John Gilliland pas-
tors.

During the first two months of 1983,
First FWB Church, Inman, SC,
showed 26 conversions, 22 joining the
church, and 18 baptisms. Earl Hendrix
pastors,

During Homecoming services at First
FWB Church, Bedford, VA, the con-
gregation raised more than $4,200 to help
pay off the church indebtedness. The
church also received seven new members
according to Pastor Bill Steele.

Thereis an activeMaster’sMen Chapter
at Chestnut Hil FWB Church, Big
Island, VA. Pastor Hubert Bennett
says the Master’'s Men Chapter raised
funds to brick the church.

CONTACT welcomes HEARTLINES,
publication of Westgate FWB Church,
Shawnee, OK. Pastor Delbert Akin
says the church voted to recommend
starting a day care center with a capacity
to house and care for 45 children.

The largest single one-day offering in
the history of Victory FWB Church,
Goldsboro, NC, occurred in March

when more than $5,400 was received and
placed in a savings account to help pur-
chase a new van and put a new roof on the
church. George Lee pastors.

First FWB Church, Davion, OH,
broke Sunday School attendance records
this year when 575 were present for morn-
ing worship services. Hobart Ashby
pastors.

First FWB Church, Columbus,
OH, celebrated its 40th anniversary in
February. The church has had seven pas-
tors in the four decades since it was
organized. Edwin Haves pastors.

A 10,000 square-foot educational build-
ingwas completed by Fellowship FWB
Church, Flat River, MO. The building
was designed in order that the upper level
can be used for recreation, fellowship
dinners and special church presentations.
Thelower level is for educational purposes
and also contains an apartment for church
guests. The group also built a split-level
four bedroom parsonage. Wayne
Phillips pastors.

Horse Branch FWB Church,
Turbeville, SC, added 4,400 square-
feet to their facilities. The new addition
includes a 400-seat capacity auditorium,
choir room, and pastor’s study. Talmadge
Brown pastors.

Eight-year-old Timmy Williamson
raised $125 for missionary Carlisle
Hanna and won a trophy from a grateful
church, Mt. Trolley FWB Church,
Galivants Ferry, SC, Pastor Kenny
Baxley led the Mt. Trolley congregation
to a missions total of $425.

South Carolina Promotional Director
Norwood Gibson delivered the dedica-
tion message in January at Trinity FWB
Church, Spartanburg, SC, duringac-
tivities celebrating the erection of a new
educational building, Jimmy Shipman
pastors.

Pastor Jim Puckett says the
Southern Oaks FWB Church, Ok-
lahoma City, OK, is still conducting
two worship services on Sunday mornings,
The church is delighted with their current
problem—they have outgrown their audi-
torium,

Blanchard FWB Church, Blanch-
ard, OK purchased land in the city and
completed a new building containing a full
basement. Dale Vanderburg pastors.

First FWB Church, Moore, CK,
began a $5,000 remodeling program in
March inorder to give the church sanctuary
a face lift. Dan Farmer pastors.

Ground breaking services for a new
church building were observed in February
at First FWB Church, Pocahontas,
AR. Pastor Ron Parker estimates that
construction time will take six months.

Representatives from 25 Nashville
churches met inMarch at Randall House
for a Vacation Bible School clinic. Attend-
ance at the meeting was 137.

CONTACT welcomes THE FOUN-
TAIN, publication of Good Springs
FWB Church, Pleasant View, TN.
Randall Riggs pastors.

When Free Will Baptist Minister
Armold Woodblief arrived at the Jackson
County Jail in Marianna, FL on March
18, he was greeted by an unusual sight.
Inmates in cells 5-8 were reading their
Bibles and ready for a worship service.

Pastor Ken Doggett of Johnson
Citvy FWB Church, Johnson City,
IL, conducts a radio program, “Perhaps
Today”, Monday through Saturday at 11:45
a.m. on station WHPL.

In case you have ever wondered how
long it takes to read the entire Bible
nonstop, the answer is 65 hours and 52
minutes, At least that is how much time it
took 25 readers from the Hazel Dell
FWB Church, Sesser, IL to get the job
done. Jerry Presley pastors this group
of Bible readers.

Libertv FWB Charch, Lynwood,
IL, reports 16 conversions and 14 baptisms
during 1982. The church also bought abus,
installed a baptistry, and increased their
Friday evening CTS attendance to an
average of 60. Edward Mawvnard pas-
tors. A
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D The Free Will Baptist Pulpit
~‘ Dennis Wiggs, Pastor

Heritage Free Will Baptist Church, Williamsburg, Virginia

The Soul Winner

Proverbs 11:30 “ . . . He that winneth souls is wise.”

INTRODUCTION:

Soulwinning is the outreach of an inward faith. {t is sharing
or describing your {aith with someone who has not yet received
Jesus Christ. We tell everything else: a good product, a good
meal at a restaurant, our satisfaction with a certain item. “A
satisfied customer is our best advertising.”

Most products are bought because someone told his friend
about his satisfaction with the product. The good news about
Jesus Christ must also be told. Newspaper, radio, television
advertising wili not accomplish what word-of-mouth will produce.

1. The Soul Winner is Wise Because of the Results (James 5:20,

1 Corinthians 6:9-11).
To win a soul to Christ is to:
A. Save a soul from hell

B. Assist the visible church in growth
C. Often cause a family to be happy
D. Produce another soul winner

E. Most of all, glorify God

II. The Soul Winner is Wise Because of the Reaping {Psalm

126:5-6).

A. Reward for the labor (It's work—dJude 22-23}
B. Rejoicing in heaven
C. Recognition for the soul winner (I Thessalonians 2:19)

The true Christian will tell others about Christ, God calls him HI. The Soul Winner is Wise Because of the Reward (I Carinthians
15:58; Il Corinthians 5:10-11). &

“Wise.”

Charles R. Swindoll, Strengthening
Your Grip (Waco, Texas: Word Books,
1982, 274 pp., hardback, $9.95}.

Charles R. Swindoll, well-known
pastor, author, and radio minister,
writes books designed to give counsel
and courage to Christians who find
their Christian faith not growing or
developing as it should.

This book seeks to help the Chris-
tian strengthen his life and witness in a
world which destroys that life and
witness. This volume is built upon the
belief that Christian faith is the only
real source of meaning and purpose in
the midst of a shifting and aimless
world.

According to the author, if a Chris-
tian is to enjoy a rewarding Christian
life he cannot drift with the crowd. He
must take hold of several important
Christian teachings and build his life
around them.

In order to do this, the Christian
must establish priorities. He must de-

Top Shelf

cide that the things of God are impor-
tant to him and determine to seek
them. As he does this, however, he
must be authentic, gracious, and rele-
vant.

The Christian needs to strengthen
his grip on involvement as he works
and serves in the kingdom of God.
Isolation is a dangerous enemy to the
Christian life. An important part of this
involvement is tearning to help and
encourage others.

The Christian must dedicate himself
to purity. He must take control of his
body and use it for the glory of God.
He must learn to manage his finances.
The Bible says a lot about money, and
many Christian lives are hindered by a
failure to heed the message of scripture
on this subject.

Discipleship is priority for the Chris-
tian. It is more than aword we speak; it

is a genuine commitment. Attitudes
are important to the Christian.
Swindoll argues that the most impor-
tant decisions which Christians must
make lie in this area. We cannot
always control our circumstances, but
we can control our attitudes.

The author devotes considerable
attention to missions and evangelism,
essential elements in the life of the
church.

Swindoll's chapter on prayer is one
of the most meaningfui. He stresses
that effective prayer is not a formal
exercise whichresults from a feeling of
guilt, but a free expression which is a
natural outgrowth of a living relation-
ship with God.

I recommend this book. This is a
volume which pastors might wish to
recommend to those with whom they
counsel. i



ON LITTGE LANES

BY DONNA MAYO

lass, I want to intro-
. duceanew student to

¥ you,” announced Mrs.
Cole. “This is Elaine Jackson,” she
pointed to the new girl on the front
row. “Let’s go around the room and
introduce ourselves. Marty, we'll begin
with you.”

“Neato!” thought Megan as she
spotted Elaine for the first time. “We
need another girl around here. I'll try
to be really friendly and make her feel
welcome.”

The morning passed, and finally it
was lunch time. Megan and her best
friend, Katie Hall, were just opening
their luches when they saw Elaine
enter the cafeteria. “Hi,” called Megan.
“Do you want to sit with us? I'm Megan
Lane and thisis...."”

“No, thanks,” replied Elaine, “I'd
rather be alone.” With that she turned
and walked away.

“Well, how do you like that?” gasped
Katie. “You try to be nice and this is
what you get.”

“Oh, well,” said Megan, trying not
to show that her feelings were hurt,
‘maybe she’s just shy.”

At recess that afternoon all the girls
were playing kickball when Megan saw
Elaine sitting on a stump reading a
book. “Elaine, do you want to play
with us? You can be on my team,”
Megan offered.

“I don’t want to play your silly
game,” snapped Elaine. “Just leave me
alone.”

Megan wasn't used to being treated
so rudely, and she had to fight back
the tears,

Megan was still upset on the way
home from schoal, “Marty, tell Mom
I'm going over to see Mrs. Douglas. ['ll
be home soon.” Mrs. Douglas was a
kind, gray-haired lady in her 60%. All
the kids in the neighborhood thought
ofher as another grandma. In fact, the
neighborhood used to be the Douglas
farm, but when Mr. Douglas died, his
wife was forced to sell most of the land.
Mrs. Douglas managed to keep about
five acres, however, and she gladly let
the neighborhood children play on it,
She was working in the garden when
Meagan spotted her.

“Hello, Mrs, Douglas,” sangMegan.
“Whatcha doing?”

“Hi, honey. I'm trying to stay ahead
of these weeds. They're just about to
choke out this row of okra.”

“I'll help,” offered Megan kneeling
down. “But which is which? I can’t tell
the weeds from the okra.” Mrs.
Douglas showed Megan how to identify
the young plants, and then took a
welcome break. Leaning against her
hoe, she noticed that Megan’s usual
sparkle was missing.

“You're very quiet today, Megan.
You usually talk a blue streak. Is
something botheringyou?” asked Mrs.
Douglas kindiy.

Megan told Mrs. Douglas about the
new student, Elaine, and her attempts
to make her feel welcome. “I was just
trying to be friendly,” said Megan, “but
I'm through with Elaine Jackson. She
didn’t have to be so mean.”

“She may have seemed mean,” said
Mrs. Douglas, “but 1 bet deep down
she really wants to be your friend.”

“Oh no, she doesn’t,” said Megan
strongly. “I think she’s trying to be
enemies.”

Mrs. Douglas tried to help Megan
understand what it would be like to be
a new student in a new school. “She is
probably very lonely,” said Mrs.
Douglas, “but if you keep planting
friendship seeds, 1 bet vou two will
become good friends.”

“Friendship seeds?” questioned
Megan, “What’s that?”

“They're little acts of kindness. You
planted some today when you asked
Elaine to join you for lunch and play
kickball,” said Mrs. Douglas.

*¥eah, and look where it got me,”
sald Megan sadly. “No where.”

“Y¥ou just hang in there,” encour-
aged Mrs. Douglas. “Look at that row
of beans over there. | had to plant
them three times before 1 got any
beans. First, the weeds took them.
The second time | planted them it
rained and washed the seeds away.
But I tried once more, and it worked.”

—

27/CONTACT/June 83


















