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CONVENTION (From Page 5)

thunderstorm which crippled the cool-
ing system prompted Moderator Bobby
Jackson to quip, “l hope that's the
worst storm we have for the next three
days. The next one, though, would be
our fault.”

Reports from the various National
departments flowed smoothily. Allwere
encouraging and met with speedy ap-
proval from the Board,

Members overturned a recommen-
dation from the Missouri State Asso-
ciation calting for all standing delegates
to pay a $10 registration fee.

The current method of reporting
church statistics to the State and
National Associations drew fire from
some of the representatives. The Board
assigned the Executive Committee the
task of studying the procedure now
used and suggesting revisions.

Board members a]sorma'l'rfér'éd the

Radio-Television Committee report.
The committee had recommended that
the National Association appoint a
Radio-Television Commission. Pilot
programs, one radic and one television,
would be produced by the Commission
to present to the 1984-85 conventions.
The report also suagested a budget of
$10,000 for Commnission expense and
production costs.

Although the General Board sug-
gested another year of committee study
on the project and areduced budget of
$3,000, floor delegates later approved
the original committee recommenda-
tion, with $2,000 of the budget coming
from the Executive Office. Individuals,
churches, and Sunday School classes
are encouraged to help undergird the
project.

LET’S EAT

Music Ministries

Free Will Baptist Music Ministries
sponsored their annual breakfast for
some 60 guests Tuesday morning.
Outgoing President Charles Hampton
reviewed the goals of the commission
and noted progress in several areas.

After a rising vote of thanks to Dr,
Hampton for six years of service,
members elected Doug Little of Okla-
homa president. Tennessee’s John
Neal was chosen vice-president, and
Mary Neal of Indiana will serve as
Secretary-Treasurer.

Master’s Men

Wednesday's Master’s Men break-
fast witnessed a change in the organi-
zation’s leadership. James Vallance of
West Virginia will replace Loyd Olsan
as director.

Charles Christian from McAlester,
Oklahoma was honored as layman of
the year by the board.

The 250 guesis then heard Ben
Scott's message from { John 3, “Love
the Brotherhood.” The Arkansas pas-
tor unfolded the blessings of the broth-
erhood we share as believers and as
Free Will Baptists.

Board member Wayne Spruill pre-
sented a plaque and book of letters to
outgoing Director Loydand Mrs. Olsan
for a fruitful eight years of service,

GETTING DOWN
TO BUSINESS

Moderator Jackson steered the 800
or so voting delegates through a sea of
motions, amendments, and amend-
ments to amendments—a sea some-
times smooth, sometimes starmy.

A few excerpts from departmental
reports:

Executive Office

Executive Secretary Melvin
Worthington noted the $287,000 in-
crease in cooperative giving in 1982,




“The convention fund deficit has
been erased,” he announced. The Co-
lumbus convention met its offering
budget of $6,044.35.

Sunday School and Church
Training

“Randall House Publications shall
promote Christianity through evangel-
ism, edification, and the development
and distribution of Bible-based, quality,
and reasonably-priced curriculum ma-
terials and products.” With these words
Dr. Roger Reeds stated the policy and
philosorhy of the department,

Usher Coordinator Chartes Denman (L} and
Robert Orr present vofing count to Clerk
Waldo Younag.

Dr. Malcolm Fry is returning to the
pastorate after 12 years as assistant
director.

Foreign Missions

General Director Rolla Smith re-
joiced, “This past year we had the
largest group of appointees] can recall
in any single year.”

His report cited numerous conver-
sions on the fields and an increase of
$88,302 in total income above the
previous year.

Free Will Baptist Bible College

Enrofiment totalled 589, according
to President Charles Thigpen. Gifts to
the school amounted to $727,672.45,
as the Coltege finished the year in the
black.

Graduates numbered 73, with the
first graduate degree awarded this
year.

Theological Liberalism
Commission

Chairman Leroy Forlines reminded
the body of the most recent Commis-
sion publications, Humanism and
Prophets of Prosperity.

Home Missions

The department received a record
incorne of over §1.4 million in 1982.

Director Roy Thomas also reported
that 11 new missionary families had
been approved and that nine churches
had become self-supporting.

Retirement and Insurance

Director Herman Hersey an-
nounced significant upgrading in the
pension plan, giving it advantages simi-
lar to, and in some cases better than,
an IRA.

Ray Lewis has joined the depart-
ment as business manager.

Free Will Baptist Foundation

A new pamphlet explaining the
Foundation is available from the Retire-
ment and Insurance office.

Master’s Men

James Vallance, new Master’s Men
Director, challenged pastors and lay-
men to become involved “with heart
service in the work of Master’s Men.”

Woman's National Auxiliary
Convention

Executive Secretary Cleo Purseli
reported a $46,000 increase in cash
gifts to missions, with total gifts nearing
$324,000 in 1982.

Mrs. June Rolen of California was
elected president of WNAC.

Historical Commission

Alton Loveless noted progress on
the commission projects for this year.
The Fifty-Year Record, Volume 1, will

be available at the 1985 convention in

Nashvilie.
-#r

Bible Conference speaker Fred Hanson of
Canada.
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7. Charles Thigpen (L) and Wade i
Jernigan.
8. Becky Beverly (R) and Valerie Watson |
{C) sympathize with booth customer. }
9. John Blakely of Dayton, OH sings at |
Master’s Men Breakfast.

Voters refused to consider a pro-
posal to reestablish ties with the Na-
tional Association of Evangelicals.

Following a standing ovation by the
delegates on behalf of Moderator
Jackson and the other officers, Assis-
tant Moderator Ralph Hampton dis-
missed the assembly with prayer—
only 55 minutes behind schedule!

Collection of Columbus
Comments

“Master’s Men, when you reach a
membership of 10,412, we'll serve as
your ushers.”—WNAC official Genelle
Scott challenging Master’s Men who
were ushering at the WNAC mission-
ary service.

“There’s nothing wrong with our
system of church government. We've
got ademocracy from top to bottom,”—
Rev. E. E. Morris

“If things get bad enough, we can
start depending on the Lord again.”—
Don Sexton

“Short of the return of our Lord,
there is no expiration date on the
Great Commission.”—Foreign Mis-
sions General Director Rolla Smith

“Let’s get on the air!”—Fred Hall,
concerning the Radio-Television Com-
mission

“This is my first experience as a
delegate at the National. | must say it
has been unique.”—QOne of the finat
floor comments, from a rookie con-
vention-goer.,

A Basket of Peaches . . .

. to the Ohio Center personnel. A
friendly lot, they were.

. tothe Master's Men ushering corps
led by Charles Denman,

. to Alton Loveless for the history
lesson on Ohio Free Will Baptists
Monday evening.

. To all convention musicians, the
mass choir, and men’s chorale, all
in the capable hands of Blaine
Hughes.

.to Melody Shrewsbury, Kristi
Bryan, and other slaves in the
convention office. Keep that Ge-
stetner rolling, ladies,

. to our mission church and pastor
Bob Breeden of Wausau, Wiscon-
sin, for sending their first convert,
Bob Baranawski, to Columbus,

—
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CONVENTION (From Page 9) that's why we gave a record a- —Sparse traffic plagued display

mount). booths on the east side of the
. . hall.
-for the Ohio Center security And a Few Lemons . .. —-The main entrance on the south-

guards who tackled a purse west side of the seating area sure

snatcher in the dining area Tues- —Dozens of folks exited Battelle botil k bef d af
day evening. Hall immediately before the invi- was a boltleneck betoreand a ter
. to David Joslin for keeping the tation Monday night. Disruptive services. 4

Wednesday night offering appeal movement marred other worship

short and to the point {maybe services as well.

Ohio (L) (Clarence Newman) meets Caiifornia (Carl Young). Whatever it is, Delois Loveless (OH) is for it!

., Convention Press Officer
Garnett Reid (TN) keeps an
eye on the proceedings.

. Delegates ride the Ohio
Cenfer escalator to Battelle
Haill.

. Ushers and office staff pre-
pare to count the Tuesday
evening offering.

. E. E. Morris (OK} reminds
delegates that “we shot that
duck in Fort Worth.”

. Bonald Creech (R} assists
delegates at FWBBC booth.

ithe 'Sunday Schoot and Church Trammg Departmen
whlch are. self sustammg e




[;150000000,:
. 81,500.00

1._ Extens:on

--'_Master sMen. ... ... 00
. Retirement and’ Insurance
~Free Will Baptlst Foundatlon
__ _Sunday School and Church

' Tram:ng RS

_:_';-TOTAL

$10 198 145 38.-:_.

1983 Reglstratlon

3Nat1onai Assoc1at10n Regastratlon ia e 4 053 :
. -State Delegates ..............1
o Local Church DeEegates
. Ministers .- e
. Foreign Mtssxonanes o
" 'Home Missionaries . . . ....... '.: 560
o Lay Board Members e
o VSItOrS L e
Natzonal Youth Conference S
. Registration ... .. AP
'-Woman s Natlonal Auxahary T
‘Convention ........... Ve d74
TOTAL REGISTRATION e L6107
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ELECTED IN COLUMBUS '83

The following were elected during the 47th
annual session of the National Association and
will serve until the dates indicated.

GENERAL OFFICERS MASTER’S MEN BOARD
Moderator Bobby Jacksan (NC) 1989 Paul Kennedy (CA)
Assistant Moderator Ralph Hampton (TN} James Orr {MI)
Clerk Waldo Young {OK) Raymond Lee (TX)
Assistant Clerk Keith Burden (OK)
BOARD OF RETIREMENT
GENERAL BOARD
1989 Dennis Kern {OK)
1984 Tom Liily {NC} Robert Picirllli (TN}
Jack Stallings (VA) Witburn Beasley (SC)
1985 John Edwards (AL)
Charies Marshall {8Z) FREE WILL BAPTIST BIBLE COLLEGE
Davigd Joslin {AR) TRUSTEES*
Fred Hanson (Atlantic Canada)
Doice McAlister {CA) 1984 Sam Truett (NC)
Randy Bishop (CQ) 1988 Ken Walker (FL})
Robert Owen (FL) *These men were elected to fill the unex.
Herbert Waid (GA) pired terms of Bobby Ficars (NC) and
Harley Bennett (ID) Lewis Perry {WA) who resigned.

Wallace Malone (IL)
Henry Patterson (IN} COMMISSION ON THEOLOGICAL

Nathan Eason (KS) LIBERALISM*
F dward Hutch Ve 1984 L. C. Johnson (TN)
Jerry Barron (MX) *Elected to fill the unexpired term of Wade
e pr O s LT o

Al Hamm {MS)
Millard Sasser (MO} HISTORICAL COMMISSION
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 1988 Mary Wisehart (TN)
1985 David Joslin (AR) )
Herbert Waid (GA) SRfA()Il)\[lo AND TELEVISION COMMIS

Wallace Malone (IL)
1984 James Vallance (TN)

HOME MISSIONS BOARD 1985 Larry Hampton (TN)
1986 Sandy Goodfellow (TN}
1989 Gordon Sebastian (NC) 1987 Guy Owens (TN}
James Puckett (OK) 1988 George Lee (NC)

William Johnson (KY)
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Sunday School and Church Training Board Chairman Milton Worthington presents plaque teo outgoing National
Youth Conference Director Malcolm Fry for 12 years of seruice.

By Clarence Lewis

ore than 3,000 Free Wili

Baptist youth and adults

attended the keynote ser-
vice of the 1983 National Youth Con-
ference in Columbus, Ohio Sunday
night, Juiy 17.

Roger C. Reeds, General Director
of the Sunday School and Church
Training Department, opened the ser-
vice with prayer, After congregational
singing led by Dick Martin, Charles
Hampton, National Youth Conference
Music Coordinator, directed the record
number 180-voice volunteer youth
choir composed of young people from
around the country.

Malcolm C. Fry, completing his fast
year as NYC Director, introduced the
keynote speaker, Rev, David Boggs,
pastor of Heritage Temple Free Wili

Baptist Church, Columbus, Ohio.
Brother Boaggs alsc coordinated the
Sunday night after-service activities
for the youth.

Before the message Milton
Worthington, chairman of the Sunday
School and Church Training Board,
presented a plaque to Malcolm Fry for
his 12 yvears of service to the Nationai
Youth Conference. Under Dr. Fry's
direction the Music and Arts Festival
of the National Y outh Conference was
instituted. A record number, over 950,
participated in this vear’s festival.

The latest registration count came
to 1,280 (youth only). Bible competi-
tion climaxed Wednesday morning with
the competitive finals. More than 1,600
watched South Carolina come frem
the foser’s bracket to defeat previously
unbeaten Arkansas twice to claim the
championship in Bible Tic Tac Toe.

In the Bible Bowl finals, unbeaten
North Carolina came from behind in
the final two minutes of the contest to
claim a victory over a determined
Alabama team. Immediately after the

finals, awards were presented to the
top three finishers in Bible competition
and medals given to all those receiving
a “1” rating in the Music and Arts
Festival.

Barbara Cordie, member of Wester-
ville Free Wili Baptist Church, Wester-
ville, Ohio, planned the after-service
activities for the Learner and Adven-
turer groups on Sunday night. She
also coordinated efforts of several cen-
tral Ohio churches to plan entertain-
ment for the skating activity after the
Tuesday night service,

Both banquets were a success. The
Junior Adventurers enjoyed a program
presented by Hillsdale Free Will Baptist
College under the direction of Ed
Pack, while those attending the youth
banquet were challenged by two groups
from Free Will Baptist Bible College—
a singing group under the direction of
Vernon Whaley and a drama group
under the direction of Joseph Jones. &

ABQUT THE WRITER: Clarence Lewis is the
National Youth Conference Coordinator.



1983 WNAC Review

By Lorene Miley

Enriched By Knowledge

The theme “Enriched By Know-
ledge” highlighted activities at the 1983
Woman’s National Auxiliary Conven-
tion which met in Columbus, Ohio on
July 17-18.

Monday afternoon, 251 women at-
tended a “Creative Women" seminar,
President Genelle Scott introduced
Judy Puckett, Diane Worthington and
Mary Ruth Wisehart who developed
the theme through hormemaking, being
apastor’s wife, and careers. All pastor’s
wives were given bookmarks.

Foliowing the seminar, state pres-
idents met with the executive com-
mittee where new study books and
techniques were introduced.

The 48th annual session of the
convention convened Tuesday morn-
ingin the Hyatt Regency Hotel’'s Union
Room. Carolyn Riddick led the 785
registered delegates and quests in sing-
ing the theme song, “We Love The
Bible.” Beth Whaley sang “Tell Me
More,” a composition by her husband,

Vernon, written especially for the
occasion.

The 23 winners {and proxies) in the
annual creative arts contest were rec-
ognized. The more than 250 entries
from 83 women represented 19 states
and one foreign country. Mae Fry
{TN) read her winning poem, ““They’
Need Revival.” _

Delegates elected the following
officers to two-year terms: President
June Rolen {CA), Vice President Mary
Neat (IN}, Recording Secretary Peggy
Qutland (TN}, and three members at
large: Barbara Fletcher (AL),
Marguerite Kern {OK), and Helen
Sanders (NC).

Other business opposed N.O.W.
{National Organization of Women) and
expressed approval of President
Reagan’s stand on women’s rights,
abortion and E.R.A, Cayo Raymond,
Haitian student at Free Will Baptist
Bible College, was awarded $1000 from
the Nationai Student Fund.

Mrs. Pursell, executive secretary-
treasurer, reported $10,000 in student
loans disbursed last year. Totai cash
and non-cash gifts to missions and
missionary objectives totaled
$323,777.03.

Bible conference guests joined
WNAC for the missionary service with
Mike Cousineau, returned missionary

from wory Coast. His message illus-
trated the transforming power of Christ
in lives enriched by His Word.

A missionary panel led by June
Rolen accented the afternoon session.
Participants inciuded Virginia Van
Kluyve (Virgin [slands), Molly Barker
(Uruguay), Janice Banks (Japan),
Janice Webb (France), Lois Reagan
(Canada), Deleen Cousineau{lvory
Coast), and Glenda Fulcher (Texas).
They responded to questions concern-
ing the provision closet, child guidance,
food preparation, and areas of prayer
concern,

The fellowship dinner on Tuesday
evening concluded the scheduled aux-
fliary activities. A capacity crowd of
700 packed the Regency Ballroom to
be enriched with Dorothy Sample’s
spiritual and psychological insights.

The watchword throughout the year,
“In everything ve are enriched by
him—in all knowledge™ { Corinthians
1:5}, should develop spiritual maturity
in auxiliary women and prepare them
for 1984’s emphasis on intercessory
prayer. i

ABQUT THE WRITER: Mrs, Lorene Miley is
editor of Co-Laborer Magazine. She recently
authored a book [ Looked For a Man and

Found One,
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Depression—

A Walk

Through The Valley

By Sarah Mayhew

very individuai who has lived

to be an aduit has been de-

pressed at times, and maybe
many times in varying degrees.

These times come as a result of a
wounded spirit or hurt pride, resulting
in anger or resentment, the loss of a
loved one, or many other things over
which we have no control.

But when the emphasis is placed on
the problem rather than the grace
God provides, we are headed for de-
pression,

Of Baca

Identify With A Problem

[dentifying with a problem produces
a reaction to it: anger, sadness, fear-
fulness, bitterness, unforgiveness, etc.
This sort of a diet over a period of time
gives one a spiritual headache or de-
pression.

Then, we may find that we are
controlled by our problems and that
our decisions are only reactions rather
than being controlled by the Lord.

A friend told me a story about a
grumpy fellow who had a long beard.
Some fellows caught him asleep and
rubbed limburger cheese in his beard.
When he awoke, he sniffed and said,
“This room stinks.”

Then he rushed outinto the halland
said, “It stinks here, too.” He hurried
downstairs to the living room, took a
big sniff, and yelled, “It stinks here,
tool”

Rushing out into the street, he
sniffed again and dejectedly stated,
“The whole worid stinks!”

The moral of the story being, maybe
the trouble is comingfrom some source
nearer to us.

Identify The Enemy

So if the whole world stinks and we
feel like saying, “Nobody loves me,
everybody hates me, ’'m going out to
eat worms,” maybe we need to identify




our enemy, for we wrestle not against
flesh and biood.

" We are flesh and blood, and so are
those around us. Our fight isn't with
ourselves nor with others, in spite of
what we might think aboutit. OQursis a
spiritual battle and has to do with one
who “Walks about seeking whom he
may devour” (I Peter 5:8},

Depression ranges from a case of
miid “mully grubs” such as the lim-
burger cheese sort where the whole
world stinks, to the “going out to eat
worms” type which results in with-
drawal from people, to a walk through
the valley of Baca.

The valley of Baca is mentioned in
Psalm 84:5-12. | suggest that you read
this passage. Baca means weeping, a
valiey of tears. [t seems to be a desert
place far away from water.

As Christians, we don’t need this
valley described to us because who
among us has not passed through this
dry place, this valiey of the soul, where
the heart cries out for direction, a
touch, the presence of God?

David described it in Psalm 42: “As
the hart panteth after the water brooks,
so panteth my soul after thee, O God.
My soul thirsteth for God, for the living
God .. ..My tears have been my meat
day and night . ... O my God, my soul
is cast down within me . . . . Ali thy
waves and thy billows are gone over
me . . ..l will say unto God why hast
thou forsaken me? Why go I mourning
because of the oppression of the ene-
my? Why art thou cast down, O my
soul? And why art thou disquieted
within me? Hope thou in God: For 1
shall yet praise Him.”

Can you relate to these feelings of
David, a man after God's own heart?

Tell God About It

Psalm 84:5-12 telis that the person
whose strength is in God has it in his
heart to make this valley a different
place. He will sink a well there and
make the valley a more pieasant place
for the next passerby.

He will learn some things that can
help others in their Christian life. He
qoes from strength to more strength
for the Lord God is his sun and his
shield. The hot sun of Baca is not his
problem, God is his sun.

He reiates the problem to God and
what He can do with it. He is blessed
because he trusts in his Lord. God will

bring him through his valley and he will
have learned some things about his
God. He learns that this God is abso-
lutely trustworthy and He is truly a
friend.

Someone concluded that, “Chris-
tians are like tea bags—no good until
put into hot water.”

During my 30 years as a Christian,
some of that time has been spent in
hot water. It may not have made me
good, but it has made me better,
because as | have walked through the
vailleys of Baca, I've studied God's
Word and tried to apply it to my own
problems. Pve tried to dig a few wellsin
my valleys.

One thing 've learned is that [ am
the way, I am the door into these
valleys. He is the way, He is the door
out.

Paul said, “We have the sentence of
death in ourseives, that we should not
trust in ourselves butin God” {I Corin-
thians 1:9).

Sometimes we depend on others to
be our emotional props. Our love, joy,
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, good-
ness, faith, meekness, and temperance
cease to be fruits of the Spirit and
begin to be responses to the actions of
others,

Y ou love me, [ love you. Don't rock
my boat and I'll respond with joy,
peace, patience, etc. These are simply
reactions to the actions of others.
They have nothing to do with spiritual
fruit.

Jesus said, “Ye are like children
sitting in the markets, and calling to
their fellows, and saying, ‘We have
piped unto you, and yve have not
danced; we have mourned unto you,
and ye have not lamented.””

He knows our little maneuvers, our
strings that we try to attach to others
to control them, doesnt He? You
don’t dance to my music; then, when |
complain, you don’t listen to me. I
can’t control you.

You don’t love me. I have no joy,
therefore I have no peace. My patience
is gone and with it gentleness, good-
ness, meekness, self-control.

What's left of my faith? Only a
glimmer and it is all your fault. And so
once again, we head for our valley!

By now, some of you may be saying,
“She doesn’t know what depression
is.” You may be right; but remember,
this is my well, dugin my valleys, and it
is a source of strength to me.

Identify With Christ

I have found that | must identify
with Christ and not the problem. I'm
told in Ephesians that I am acceptedin
the beloved—made holy, without
blame, blessed with all spiritual biess-
ings in Him.

Colossians tells me that through
His death, He presents me holy, un-
biameable, unreprovable, perfect in
Jesus Christ.

You may be thinking that you are
not holy and without biame. Think
about this: Only God can callanacorn
an oak tree, He has put the qualities
within that little brown box to become
amighty oak tree, He has the power to
bring forth that which He has ordained.

My inheritance is in Him. 1 am
compiete in Him. All that He has is
mine. I'm a joint heir with Him. He has
inherited me and all that | have, which
includes my problems, spiritual and
otherwise.

Itisn't a fair exchange, but He said it
is according to the good pleasure of
His will and that it is to the praise of the
glory of His grace.

Isn’t He good? Isn’t He great? “The
rain filleth all of the pools.” My valley
has become a lovely place. 4

ABOUT THE WRITER: Sarah Mavhew re-
quested that any biographical data show that
she was “just Sarah, accepted in the Beloved,
and kept by His grace.”

But Jor any of our readers who may not
know her personally, ai the time she wrote this
article, Sarah Mayhew and her husband, Archie,
hadjust returned fromlvory Coast, West Africa
as foreign missionaries and were pastoring First
Free Will Baptist Church, Mt. Vernon, llinois.
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to be author of peace, joy, and hope—
words the young man understood but
hadn't experienced.

Responding to deep conviction, he
soon accepted Christ. After hearing him
relate the events of the past few weeks,
the old preacher spoke gently and loving-
ly, but forcefully to the new convert.

“You must go back. Ask forgiveness
and make restitution. I know your master
and you may return without fear, |
promisel”

“Return? Impossible!”

“No, difficult maybe, but not impossi-
ble. Besides, God's grace will overrule
vour doubts and fears.”

A new believer retraced his steps,
bearing a letter explaining his actions and
recent conversion. Forgiveness, restitu-
tion, and reinstatement were simultane-
ously offered and joyfully received.

Does this sound like a 1983 success
story from the pages of your local paper?
Perhaps, but this drama unfolded 1900
years ago in the days of Paul, Philemon,
and Onesimus.

Staying honest in tough times? You
may be a humble servant, a stately prime
minister or an average church member,
but you arent above temptation nor
below the favor and grace of God.

The Accused Rapist

The gaze of her hard, knowing eyes
became a stare. Nervously, the young
man stood there, the events of the past
weeks flashing in rapid succession through
his mind.

From the moment he assumed this
position, he felt uncomfortable in her
presence. Her suggestive remarks startled
him, then sickened him. And now, what
he feared most had happened.

“My husband need never know,” she
hinted, “And ., . . what he doesn’t know
won’t hurt him,” she continued her
smooth arguments.

“No! I couldn’t; it would be wrong, |
respect rmy employer. | could never do
such a thing to him,” he replied.

Unaffected by his resistance, she
countered: “Don’t you find me attrac-
tive?”

“Why, ves, you're beautiful,” he con-
fessed, “but to have an affair with you—I
cannot. [ will not compromise my convic-
tions and sin against God.”

She flared, “I have power to give you
everything you could ever want, andi can
take it all away. Youl'll lose your job.T'll see
to that! Il have you dismissed and

imprisoned. How dare you refuse met”

One might think this account of sexual
harrassment took place within the offices
of a large corporation in the city some-
where in North America. The truth is, i
took place in Egypt thousands of years
ago. And nobie, faithful Joseph continues
to be an exarnple for us today.

The Business Deal

“This Property For Sale” read the
freshly painted sign.

“Honey, this is prime real estate, sure
to bring top dollar” he said confidently,
squeezing his wife’s hand as they walked
together,

“You know, dear, [ think we should
make asizeable donation to the church
when this deal goes through,” his wife
remarked.

“Well, we have been fortunate in our
business dealings. What say we give all
the money from this sale to the church?”
he suggested.

In a few days the transaction was
finalized. He couldn’t believe how fortu-
nate he had been to find a buyer so
quickly, and at that price! It was more
than he had expected to receive. Happily,
he shared the details with his wife. “But,”
he hesitated, “it’s just too much money to
give the church.”

“l agree it is a lot of money, but we—
we decided!” she blurted.

“Honey, we've discussed church fi-
nances a hundred times, and I'll be the
first to agree the church has many
obligations—the poor, the sick, the wid-
ows. But this is different. All this money
and they’ll probably just start more pro-
grams to be financed,” he argued.

“And besides, darling, you've always
said you wanted to visit Rome. [t could be
the vacation of a lifetime,” he whispered,
sensing her weakening.

“Maybe you're right, dear,” she smiled.
“You're always right about things like
this.”

Later, after they agreed to give a
generous amount of money, the husband
went to see the church treasurer. Some
time later, she went to the church to see
what was keeping her husband.

Uneasiness gripped her as she ap-
proached. The decision had not been
easy, but it would all soon be over, and
they would be on their way to beautiful
Rome on vacation. Or so she thought!
For this drama's conciusion was not a
vacation, but a doubie funeral. Not de-
light, but death. Not joy, but judament.

And sadly, regretfully, the greed of
Ananias and Sapphira still lives in the
hearts of millions today.

Staying honest in tough times? Spirit-
ually the battle rages. Times are always
tough when we live by the devil’s clock.
Freedoms are repressed when he is on
the throne. The kingdom of darkness
shudders all the windows of the soul,

CONCLUSION

Besides being the sign of a righteous
man (Psalm 1:1-3; Luke 8:15), and the
means of testimony (I Peter 2:12}, honesty
is a Christian obligation {II Corinthians
13:7).

Honesty is exemplified in the Word
through such men as Samuel, David,
Zacchaeus, and Paul.

Dishonesty leads the assault against
God's commandments and is manifested
in half-truths {Genesis 12:11-20), trickery
(Genesis 27:6-29), falsifying one's word
(Genesis 34:15-31), wicked devices (Prov-
erbs 1:10-19), embezzlement {John 12:6),
and unpaid wages {James 5:4).

Listed among dishonesty’s conse-
quences are condemnation by conscience
{Matthew 27:3-5), discovery by men
{Joshua 9:3-21), and being uncovered by
God (I Kings 21:17-26).

Furthermore we are admonished in
Philippians 4:8 that: “ . . . whatsoever
things are HONEST, if there be any
virtue . . . praise . . . think on these

things . ...”
By the Lord’s help, we can stay
honest, even in tough times! 4

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Fred D. Hanson
pastors the Upper Brighton Free Will Bapfist
Church, Hartland, New Brunswick, Cenada. Hels
the moderator of the Atlantic Canada Association.
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By Joyce Watson

hen | was young (in the

late 40’s, early 50’s), my

first memories were of
my mother standing over a wood
stove cooking breakfast.

I remember breakfast more vividly
than the other meals. It seemed that
the food smelied so good on those long
ago mornings. { would sit on the wood
stacked in the corner of the kitchen
and watch her as she went about her
work.

After breakfast she would wash the
dishes in a big pan of water that she
had heated on the stove. Mother made
everything look easy when, | realize
now, it must have been difficuit.

It seemed that she scrubbed for
hours on the rub board to get our
clothes clean. All our clothes were
made on her treadle sewing machine—
most were made from flour sacks.

Besides the housework, there was
the gardening as well as helping milk
the cows. Mother did ali this and much
more. As [ look back, I'm amazed that
she survived. However, that was the
kind of life most women lived then.

The men worked in the fields and
the women took care of the home.
There were few women employed
outside the home. This was a time
when the home was truly believed to
be the woman'’s place.

Beyvond The Scrub Board

But times have changed. Towns
and cities now flourish where once
there was nothing but fields and pas-
tures. With growing towns came new
industries. This means more jobs for
men and women.

Today, women have a place in the
business world. More women now
work outside the home. With the
rising cost of living, it takes two salaries
in order to get by.

There are more good positions avail-
able to women than ever before, and,
because of this, we're beginning to find
our place in society. We've always
known we were capable human beings.
Now, finally, we're being recognized
as such.

Yes, ladies, our world is changing
for the better. We're demanding our
rights. If we do a man’s job, we deserve
a man’s pay. In this competitive world
we find ourselves competing more
than ever with men.

But we need to advance with cau-
tion! [ feel there is a real danger in the
change that's occurring in the tives of
some women today.

Don’t Overdo
A Good Thing

What started cut as an effort to
establish our rights in the world of
business and be recognized as equals,
has somehow gone far beyond this.

If you watch the news broadcasts,
you'll see women taking a stand for
their rights and fighting for many dif-
ferent causes.

However, if you watch closely, it
will begin to seem more like a hate
campaign—toward men,

Women have already proven them-
selves to be equal. Some have now set
out to prove themselves superior with
an attitude of “we don’t need men.”
And to lock at some of the women
leaders, you begin to wonder if they
really do.

They talk, dress, and look like men.
This superior attitude and the position
that some women are trying to take
could be dangerous.

[ am an independent person with at
least average intelligence. I'm not re-
belling against women’s efforts to find
a place in this changing world. | agree
with them—we have definite contribu-
tions to make and we are making
them.

[ do not, however, think we're supe-
rior beings. Neither do | believe that
men are superior. Both male and fe-
male have their role in life and, although
this world is continually changing, there
are certain things that were not meant
to be changed. This is where the
danger occurs.

When there is afeeling of superiority
of one sex over the other enteringinto
society, there is a possibility it also
exists in the home. Maybe it began in
the home.

Be What You Are

God has a particular place in the
home for each member—our role—if
you please. He placed man in the role

of leadership, The woman He gave to
man as his help meet.

It's true that these roles are some-
times reversed because some man wili
not accept his responsibility as leader.
There are also times when the woman
becomes more of a hindrance than
help. This may be caused by competi-
tive feelings.

I do not feei that the Lord placed me
in a lower position than my husband.
Neither do | feel that I am a siave to
him. I have a responsible position and |
carry out those responsibilities quite
well.

We've all heard the jokes about
how God made the man first, saw
what a mistake He made, then made
woman. Let me tell you, God doesn’t
make mistakes. His plan for us, the
roles He places us in, is the natural
order of things.

If you are not in that role at home,
then your home is out of order. This is
not opinion, it’s fact. | have little time
for women who feel life has thrown
them a curve just because they're
Wwomen.

Proverbs 31:10 paints the picture of
anindustrious woman, not the picture
of a family slave wearing a dress. She s
submissive, not subjected to her hus-
band. A lot of women get these words
confused.

God did not mean for a woman to
wait on her husband hand and foot
and to muddle around as if she did not
have a brain. He did, however, intend
for the wife to be submissive, to believe
in her husband, to help in his role as
leader, and to be supportive of him.

Man needs a woman to share his
life. God recognized that it was not
good for man to be alone, thus He
created and gave man a help meet.

Proverbs 31 describes a business
woman. She speaks with wisdom and
kindness. She looks after her house-
hold and is not idle. Her children cail
her blessed (so we know she’s a good
mother), and her husband also praises
her. She fears the Lord. She is a
virtuous woman.

The world will not remain as it is
today but will change continually. Per-
haps our roles in society will continue
to change. In fact, I'm sure they will.

Qur roles in our homes (if they are
as they should be) are supposed to
remain the same, according to His

—
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CHANGING ROLE {From Page 23)

plan. If they don't, then there will not
be the order that God intended.

God gave us examples to follow. He
gave the passage on the virtuous wo-
man to show the high regard He has
for woman.

My feelings may not be the most
popular in today’s world, but 'm con-
tented with them (as well as the role ]
have). They ate based on Bible teach-
ings, and I'd rather follow the example
God gave than any example brought
about by a changing world.

When one follows His examples
and lives according to His plan, there
is a peace and stability that cannot
come from this world. 4

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mrs. Joyce Watsonisa
member of First Free Will Baptist Church,
Murfreesboro, Tennessee.
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KNIGHTONMARKS 50th YEAR
ALBANY, GA—Reverend H. L.

Knighton was honored in a special
service May 29 at First Free Wiil
Baptist Church, celebrating 50 years
in the ministry. He was ordained May
28,1933 at St. James FWB Church in
Phenix City, Alabama. Knighton is a
former pastor of and active member in
First Free Will Baptist Church.

Knighton and his wife, Sara, were
given a plague and a love gift from the
congregation. A proclamation was read
proclaiming May 29, 1983 as “H. L.
Knighton Sunday,”

Greetings by cassette tape were
heard from Reverend Bobby Parker,
Greenville, NC pastor who grew up
under Brother Knighton’s ministry.

The services were attended by his
children: Rev. J. W. Knighton of Bru-
ton, AL, Nell Thomas of Slocumb, AL,
Faye Higdon and Thomas Knighton of
Albany.

Reverend Knighton has pastored
five other churches—5St, James FWB
Church (Phenix City, AL), Turners
Chapel FWB Church (Butler, GA),
Providence FWB Church (Columbus,
GA), First FWB Church {Thomastoen,
GA), and Macedonia FWB Church
(Colquitt, GA).

Standing with Date Evans and Roy Rogers (center), are members of the Herman C.
Lewis Christian Academy graduating class. They include Mark Casey (L}, Cindy
Huber, Rob Johnson, Kelly Mandernacht, Kevin McClure, Rick Otwell and Nadine
Sullivan.

‘QUEEN OF THE WEST’ SPEAKS AT COMMENCEMENT

SANTA PAULA, CA—Dale Evans
Rogers delivered the commencement
address June 10 at Herman C. Lewis
Christian Academy in Santa Paula,
according to Principal Marc Hatwig.

Dale Evans agreed to speak at the
graduation exercises after her grand-
son, Rob Johnson, one of the seven
graduating seniors, calied and asked
her if she would consider it.

Roy Rogers and Dale Evans posed
for pictures with the graduating sen-
iors.

Dale congratulated the graduates
on their achievements, and then turn-
ing to their parents and friends in the
sanctuary, she congratulated them on
having raised them sc well, and on
being wise enough to select a Christian
School for them.

“These young people will need all
the help they can get as they move out
and into the world of higher educa-
tion,” she said. “In the colleges and
universities, they are likely to find
professors who will test them and try
their faith.

“They wili throw everything they
have at the Christian student, and if
his faith remains steadfast, they will
attack him on a personal basis.”

Dale warned the audience about

forgetting that our nation had its begin-
nings in religion. She believes that the
nation who forgets God is an endan-
gered nation, and she believesinvolun-
tary school prayer.

She told the graduates to settle for
nothing less than the best for them-
seives, and the best from themselves,
and to turn to the Bible for help and
guidance on a regular basis.

She reminded them that they had
the power to choose the kind of life
they would have for themselves, and
that she was confident that they would
choose wisely and continue on the
path they had started.

In closing she congratulated them
and wished each of them “Happy
Trails.”

Following her talk, the graduates
were given their diplomas from Bill
Helms.

The Herman Lewis Academy, a
four-year-old institution, is owned and
operated by Santa Paula Free Will
Baptist Church.

The school was named after Herman
Lewis, the pastor of the church who
helped organize the school. He was
the first pastor of the Santa PaulaFree
Wiil Baptist Church.





















