





By the time of Lot's appearance,
the sexual permissiveness of Noah's
day had degenerated into sexual per-
version—a homosexual nightmare,
And we have the same problem com-
pounded by 4,000 more years of history
and the abuse of mass media to spew
the decadence in our living rooms
through our television sets.

Business As Usual

There was another sickness in those
times that said more about their cuiture
than almost anything else. In the face
of the horrible social evils, it was
business as usual with no sense of
wrong and no thought of judament.

Jesus said, “They did eat, they
drank, they married wives, they were
given in marriage, until . . . . ” This
gives us a picture that everybody
thought the moral and spiritual climate
was routine. Is it any different than
ours?

We are caught up in the same
deadening material rat race. We, too,
have left the preaching, praying, and
singing for the buying, selling, and the
getting.

God'’s Judgment

And what was God’s solution for
the sins that prevailed in those days?
Judgment!

The flood for Noah's time and the
fire for Lot’s time. The God we serve
has aiready spoken in the Bible that
judgment always comes.

When? I don’t know, nor does any-
one else. But one thing we can say, if
matching Bible prophecies with the
events of the day means anything, we
don't have much time left.

Therels A Cure

Judgment is the end of the line. But
before judgrnent irrevocably falls, there
is another way. There is a better way.
There may still be time—if we hurry.

The church—my church, your
church—can come alive and be a
dynamite organization again. And it all
starts with the men of the church.

Men of Prayer

Whatever else Jesus was, He was
first and always a man of prayer, The

Gospels are filled with quiet markers
pointing to where Jesus prayed-——
sometimes all night, sometimes early
before sunup, sometirnes with others,
sometimes alone. He knew the value
of time away from the scurry and
bustle of the day, time to think, to plan,
to wait, to pray.

What a tremendous example! Let
us take alesson from this. It is not just
asking for things, but taking the time
to get in a close, loving relationship
with God.

There’s a closeness in personal
prayer that can be found no where
eise. Then, and only then can we begin
to register the presence of God in our
hearts. Personal prayer builds inner
strength and reinforces godly char-
acter,

Prayer alone with God uniocks
heaven’s resources to sustain us in an
ungodly world. These resources aliow
us to go and do and be in the name of
Jesus,

When men pray, the altars fill and
the membership in the book of life
grows. Praying men are a terror to sin
and a tower of hope to the weak,

Men, let’s talk to God and et Him
direct our hearts with His strength and
love,

Men of Love

Men of prayer are invariably men of
love, Love seems to feed on prayer.
Men of prayer and love are seldom
anemic spiritually.

The love Jesus had radiates from
John 3:16, “For God so loved the
world that he gave his only begotten
son . . , . ” This giving love was
demonstrated in the life of Jesus on
the last day of His ministry, the day He
gave His all for you and me.

You know the story. They took
Him to the judgment hall and pushed a
crown of thorns on His head. The
thorns pierced the skin penetrating to
the bone. Blood ran down His face and
neck.

A nine-piece leather whip with
chunks of bone and metal tied to each
throng mangled His back. Stripped
half naked, He was harrassed through
the streets of Jerusalem and forced to

—

3/CONTACT/Oct. ’83










R t."a‘a 35
""“’S::- ﬁ:f Al

he Sins Of Oth

S SR

By Terri Breeden

s achildl swungin thejungle

with Tarzan, rode alongside

Roy Rogers and helped run
thePonderosa. Television had an effect
on my thoughts and games. My blue
bicycle was Trigger and none of the
neighborhood boys compared to Little
Joe.

Just as back then, television still
can affect our thoughts. Anything that
has that much power over us needs to
be monitored.

Television is an invaluable tool in
the areas of education and commu-
nication. Personally, ] am not the type
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that believes in throwing the baby out
with the bathwater, but we must admit
there is a lot of programming between
Good Morning America and the late
show.

What is happening to the viewer’s
mind when he sits down in his easy
chair to unwind for the evening?

Three types of television program-
ming causing the most problems today
are the soap opera, the sit-com, and
the real life drama. The soap opera is
probably the easiest to spot as det-
rimental.

Yet, these are usually high in the
Neilson ratings. Why do they attract
the viewers? Do they enjoy watching
characters do what they could never
do? If we are honest with curselves, we
enjoy the deeds of these characters.

Romans 1:32 states, “Who knowing
the judgement of God, that they which
commit such things are worthy of
death, not only do the same, but have
pleasure in them that do them.”

Pleasure in this verse means to
approve with another, to accord with

in principle, to stamp approval upon.
This is the same word used in Acts 8:1.
There was Saul with the executors’
clothing at his feet putting his stamp of
approval on this act of persecution.

Are we at home putting our stamp
of approvai on adultery, foul language,
and backstabbing?

The second category is the sit-com.
(You know, the ones that are supposed
to represent real life relationshipsin a
humorous way.)

The main plot seems to be running
from house to house talking dirty,
making lewd remarks and tormenting
your closest friends. Is this the type of
example we need to imprint on our
children’s minds? What is the drawing
appeal of these shows?

Could it be we are enjoying the lust
of the flesh in the actor’s speech or
dress? More offen than not, humor is
the foyer to the risque and immoral
realm of entertainment into which
Christians are tempted to step into too
easily.

The final category is the real life



drama. [ have been more concerned
about these in the past few years.
Have vou noticed that the good guys
are not as good as they used to be? (I
knew when they quit wearing white
cowboy hats we were in for trouble.)

Now, writers let the characters be
“human.” They areinvolved in a cover-
up or they use drugs. Now we have a
bunch of gray hercs.

The philosophy is plain. Morality
and justice do not necessarily have to
co-exist in the same role. In fact, the
more immoral the “good guys” are,
the better it seems.

A television show can stay in our
thoughts and affect our moods, It is
not unusual for a husband to come
home from a meeting and see his wife
crying over a movie. Many articles
have been written about children who
have watched aviolent act on television
and then re-enacted it.

Good drama can handle most sub-
jects tastefully, If it cannot, the subjects
need not be portrayed.

Example: In days gone by Salty
Sam could tie Sweet Poliy to the
railroad tracks and produce a feeling
of anxiety in the viewer for Polly’s
deliverance. Teday the bad guy acts
out a torrid molestation scene designed
to arouse the viewer’s prurient interest,

We need to set down basic guide-
lines for our viewing habits. First, stop
and think about the major theme of
the program. In other words—what is
the program trying to make you feel or
think? Is the theme nobie or base?

Second, avoid programs that paint
a rosy picture of a person living an

immoral life. It could begin to make
one think that sin is not as evil as one
thought, The Bible warns, “as a man
thinketh in his heart so is he.”

Never forget that whatever you are
watching is affectingyou. Youmay not
realize it, but it is just the same. Ask
yourself if you are still shocked by four
letter words, or just passive.

Many Christians now pay a healthy
chunk of God's money to HB.Q,
Showtime, Cinemax, the movie chan-
nel and others to curse, undress, and
violently maim or murder in the privacy
of their own living room,

Thirdly, be conscious to the under-
lying messages. Listen to what you tell
yourself after the program is over.
“That one was not too bad,” or “I wish
she would leave her husband; he treats
her so badly.”

Next be aware of the on and off
switch on your television set. Do not
let yourself become involvedinashow
that is against your standards, Occa-
sionally set aside a night that the
television is not to be turned on.

Fill your mind with a good book or
enjoy your favorite hobby. Sometimes
more action may be necessary. A
close friend of mine gave up his faverite
soft drink because it sponsored a
show containing nudity on prime time
network television.

It may have only cost them one
customer, but it sure has been a
source and test of strenath to the lone
protestor.

Erma Bombeck wrote, “l would
have cried and laughed less while
watching television . . . and more while
watching real life.”

This motto can heip us in our
viewing habits. Enjoy the blessings of
real life and find less pleasure in the
insignificant life of television char-
acters. &

Merry

ONTA

ABQUT THE WRITER: Mrs. Terri L. Breeden
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Church, Nashuille, Tennessee. She teaches the
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Why Do
Sundays
Come So Early?

By Lorraine Layne

he scene: Anaverage roomin

an average house on the edge

of town, In the cold a.m. light,
the average housewife, Barbara, is
jolted wide-awake. Bieary-eyed and
frizzy-headed, she reaches for her
clock which, strangely encugh, never
alarms on this particular day of the
week. Holding the lighted dial close to
her face, she checks the time and falls
back onto the pillow with a groan.

She has overslept . . . again.

Barbara turns to Joe who is still
sleeping soundly. She knows she
should wake him but dreads telling
him that his gray suit isn't pressed and
that she forgot to pick up the blue one
he dropped off at the cleaners.

Temporarily postponing her hus-
band’s displeasure, Barbara stumbles
out of bed, scattering the stack of
magazines she had ravaged until two
in the morning.

“Why do I do it?” she rants silently,
slapping her palmto her forehead. She
is disgusted by her lack of discipline.

Tiptoeing into daughter Susan’s
room, Barbara stops at the sight of
tangled, disheveled curls on the pillow.
Another head to shampoo.

“That’s great,” Barbara moans.
“Should be a busy, interesting morn-

ing.” She wonders what par is for this
course,

What's Happening Here?

We are witnessing a family expe-
riencing the first stages of an often
fatal spiritual affliction known as SMS,
or Sunday Morning Syndrome.

SMS symptoms appear only on the
first day of the week and are generally
identical amongvictims. Patients com-
plain of fatigue and listlessness. They
suffer from headaches, stomachaches,
imagined high fevers and circulatory
problems.

Many become paranoid about
house, garden and office work, but
most tend to procrastinate, making no
move to do anything until the very last
moment.

Families with SMS are allowed to
attend Sunday School and Sunday
morning worship services and usually
do, but they are always late and create
great disturbances upon arrival,

Before leaving home, they tend to
burn toast, lose shoes, bumpinto each
other in hallways and run over pets in
the driveway.

These people should not be ex-

pected back to church on Sunday

evening. During the final stages of
illness, they will not attend church at
all.

Is SMS Contagious?

Yes. Highly communicable. As a
rule, one head of household becomes
an unwary carrier to spouse and/or
offspring,

In rare cases, children do not con-
tract their parents’ malady and can be
found cheerfully filling their pew, with
or without Mom or Dad. In such
instances adults normally recover
sufficiently to pick up their progeny for
lunch.

When young ones are infected, how-
ever, the prognosis can be grim, the
results far-reaching, often spanning
several generations.

What Can Be Done?

If your family has not been exposed
to SMS, then you should avoid close or
prolonged contact on Sunday with
those who have. Meanwhile there are
guidelines to insure immunity:

Take the threat seriously. Your
eternal soul is in danger. Jesus said to
Peter: “Simon, Simon, behold Satan
hath desired to have you, that he may
sift you as wheat” {Luke 22:31). The
circumstances prompting that warning
have not changed.

The devil still stalks the earth “seek-
ing whom he may devour” (I Peter
5:8). His most effective weapon against
the body of Christ is dismemberment,

Thus, the Lord’s second admonition
through Paul: “Not forsaking the
assembiing of ourselves together as
the manner of some is; but exhorting
one another; and so much the more as
ve see the day approaching” {Hebrews
10:25).

If you fee] yourself sliding into un-
healthy spiritual habits, be aware of
the consequences.

Pray for a change of attitude. If you
have always felt Sunday was YOUR
day, re-train yourself torealize it is the

Lord’s day.
*
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EARLY {From Page @)

Yes, awarm bed does feel wonderful
at 7:00 a.m. on a rainy morning and,
ves, God does understand how tired
you are after five or six days on the job.
Yes, He probably is more compas-
sionate than your boss.

Still, He is a jeaious God {Exodus
20:5) and surely He is grieved when we
are willing to do more for material
wages than we are willing to do for
Him.

Take charge of the situation. Put
new plans into action. The battle for
Sunday morning is a contest between
our love for God and the power of
Satan for control of our lives,

Remember, “Greater is He that is in
vou than he that is in the world” (I
John 4:4).

Women, don't make the same mis-
takes our housewife, Barbara, did.
Attack that laundry list early in the
week, Shampoo little Sue’s hair on
Saturday night or get up early enough
on Sunday morning to do it without
upsetting yourself and the child.

To feel good about getting up early,
you have to get into bed at a decent
hour. This means turning off the TV
and discarding the magazines much
earlier than usual.

When you do, you will find it
gratifying to have time in the morning
to prepare aleisurely breakfast, build a
fire in the fireplace, observe the sun
and wildlife on vour lawn or get in
some unhurried Bible study.

One old saint named Mae told me
how she managed to rear seven
children in church without ever being
late for services. While she prepared
breakfast and readied herself, she
delegated three of her youngest chil-
dren to three of the oldest. The baby’s
care was assigned to Father. By the
time the family sat down to eaf, every
face was gleaming and ready for
church,

As Mae proved, Christian house-
holds do not have to fall prey to
Sunday morning syndrome. Through
cooperation, conscious effort and a
little planning, we, like Abraham, can
rise up early in the morning and go
joviully to the place where we will meet
God. &

ABOUT THE WRITER: Lorraine Layne is a
member of Boldman Free Will Baptist Church,
Harold, Kentucky. She is the mother of two
daughters—Ginger {21) and Lana (11). Hus-
band Larry is the church clerk af Beldman.
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TRANSLATIONS (From Page 17)

omitting all references to the miracu-
lous), which became, a century later,
the oniy Bible ever published at govern-
ment expense.

From those days, the work of trans-
lating and publishing the Bibie, either
in portions or in its entirety, for both
scholarly and popular consumption,
has continued unabated to the present
day, when the average Christian could
be all but put in a daze by the multitude
of transiations that surrounds him.

And in the midst of this daze, the
debate ensues: “the version you can
trust,” “the Bible for the people,”
“continuing a tradition,” and so on.
Who is to be believed? How does one
evaluate all these translations with
their competing claims?

In assessing the value of any given
translation, it is advisable to know
something about the underlying princi-
ples of translation employed. In some-
what of an oversimplification, two basic
approaches are generally noted.

The first is called formal equiva-
lence. This means that the translation
is done on a very literal or word-for-
word basis.

Inits extreme form a formal equiva-
lence translation is nothing more than
an interlinear Bible, {a charge made by
its critics against the old English Re-
vised Version) and wouid be practically
unreadabie English. Romans 11:1
reads, literally, “I say therefore, not did
put away the God the people of him?
not may it be; for evenl anisraelite am,
of seed of Abraham, of tribe of
Benjamin.”

At the other end of the spectrumi s
what is cailed dynamic equivalence.
The emphasisin translating here is not
word-for-word, but meaning-for-mean-
ing.

In its extreme form this type of
translation becomes a paraphrase. It is
usually very readable, but by its nature
is also very interpretative, and hence
subject to the individual bias of the
transiator.

Clarence Jordan’s “Cottonpatch”
paraphrase of Romans 11:1 reads: “1
ask, therefore, ‘Has God walked out
on his people?’ Absolutely not. For |
myself am also a white American Pro-
testant—a pure Anglo-Saxon and a
Baptist.” The contrast with the inter-
linear version quoted earlier is obvi-
ous!

Usually, however, the choices are
not so extreme, as each translation
utilizes both formal and dynamic
equivalence principles to varying de-
grees. The diagram below featuring
the American translations attempts to
itlustrate that.

Having noted where the various
translations fall on our scale of formal
to dynamic, we will now take a brief
look at them individually and attempt
to assess their relative merits,

American Standard Version

The American Standard Version
(1901} was the American counterpart
of the English Revised Version of 1881.
Like its British predecessor, it was
noted for its extreme literalism. Many
conservatives, until recent years, re-
garded it as the “bedrock of Biblical

accuracy.”

But its strength was also its weak-
ness; and while scholars favored it, the
common people avoided it. The style
was too wooden and rough, reflecting
Greek and Hebrew idioms and phras-
ing.

Hence, it was relegated fo ivory
towers and never became the standard
American version. Though difficult to
get today, it is still valuable to anyone
locking for an extremely literal transla-
tion.

Williams New Testament

The New Testament in the Lan-
guage of the People (1937) is more
popularly known as the Williams New
Testament. It is also an extremely
literal translation, and is a worthy
accomplishment of a fine scholar.

He has been faulted even by evan-
gelical reviewers for “Protestantizing”
certain troublesome portions of scrip-
ture (e.g., Matthew 16:19; John20:23}—
a tendency seen in other conservative
translations as well.

The critics are right in noting that
in a translation intending to be as
literal as this, interpretation, however
correct, is best left to ministers, com-
mentators, and theologians.

But that does little to diminish the
value of this version. It is difficult
reading (certainly not “the language of
the people”’} but rewarding study.

Revised Standard Version

The Revised Standard Version
(1952-New Testament; 1946-Old Tes-

New American Standard
Amplified Bible

Williams New Testament
American Standard Version

Interlinear
Bible

O ——
Formal
Equivalence

New International Version

New King James Version

Modern Language Bible {(Berkeley)

Revised Standard Version

Good News Bible

Living Bible

Cottonpatch
Version

Dynamic
Equivalence
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TRANSLATIONS (From Page 13)

tive to the Revised Standard Version.
It contains the changes conservatives
generally felt should have been made
in the Revised Standard Version, and
has received enormous evangelical
support.

It is a “moderate” translation which
successfully conveys sense and is rea-
sonably literal. The use of paragraphs
and poetic verse is another commend-
able feature, though the lack of exten-
sive marginal notes is to be regretted.

It is an extremely readable work;
that, combined with its accuracy,
makes this one a pleasure to recom-
mend for anybody.

New King James Version

The New KingJames Version{1982)
is a revision of the traditional King
James Version. Like all revisions of
that “noble monument of English
prose,” this one too suffers the loss of
much literary grandeur of its prede-
cessor. This is especially true in the
poetic sections where the rhythm and

flow of the verse may be altered by the
stightest word change.

Therevisers claim to adhere closely
to the principles of formal equivalence,
though in reality there are other more
literal translations. But the most con-
troversial aspect of the work is the
adoption by the translators of ques-
tionable canons of textual criticism.

This does not ieave it without merit,
however. The printing of poetry and
prose as distinctive literary types is a
maodern custom thankfully continued
here. The presence of some marginal
readings reflecting different text-types
or other alternatives is welcome, but it
should have been more extensive.

Finally, this work does manage to
preserve some of the flavor of the King
James Version (mostly in the prose
sections) and so commends itself to
those who don’t want to part too far
from a 300-year tradition.

The above survey has been an
attempt to give a fair sampling of the
kinds of American translations avail-
able, but the list {particularly for New
Testaments) is far from exhaustive.
We have, however, tried to cover the
major works and provide some direc-

tion in analyzing them.

Each transtation has its own set of
virtues and failings. And while the New
International Version probably de-
serves its commendation as the best
American translation overall, that does
not imply that the others should not be
used. For each contains many insight-
ful renderings which shed new light on
familiar readings.

The use one chooses to make of
any version is dependent upon the
individual needs of the user at that
moment. What is important is that it
be utilized with an awareness of its
strength and weaknesses, and what it
does and does not do.

May God give us grace as we read
His word in our own tongue to receive
its teaching. And may we atways bear
in mind our Lord’s words, “These are
the Scriptures that testify about me”
{John 5:39b, New International Ver-
sion). &

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Marvin
Becuthimer pastors Philadelphia Free Will Bap-
tist Church, Columbus, Qhio. He is assistant
manager of the Ambassador Book Store, Co-
jumbus, Ohio. Mr. Beculhimer is a graduote of
Ohio State University.

Don’t Drop

By Faith Posten

‘ ‘ ou mean you dropped
out of church after
attending for x number

of years. | thought your life revolved
around the church, What happened?”
That imaginary conversation could be
repeated hundreds of times over
throughout our country.

Why do people people drop out of
church? Obviously there are a number
of answers to that question. One
answer is that misunderstandings
occur within the church.

Thelocal church family is composed
of people from all sections of the
nation, from different sized families,
from a variety of educational back-:
grounds as well as numerous religious
backgrounds. Not every one has the
same level of maturity. Perhaps some
have different reasons for attending.
As a result, few people think alike.

Besides that, we all have different
stress levels. Some have serious phys-
ical ailments, while still others feel
great and don’t know what it is to have
a headache. Within the church, there
are folks who have just buried loved
ones while others have never had a
good friend die.

Out!

Among us are people to whom
almost everything is hilaricus, and
others to whom nothing is funny.

Is it any wonder that we have misunder-
standings within the church? The
miracle is that we have as few mis-
understandings as we do.

Unfortunately, once a misunder-
standing occurs, it is difficult to resolve
no matter how much one wants to do
so. Who among us has not had the
misfortune of speaking and then wish-
ing we had chosen our words more
carefully or even withheld them? But it
was already too late. How do you

fcontinuad on page 4)



Breaking
Stride

By G. Roger Schoenhals

padded down the country road
at a sluggish pace. It was a hot
day to be jogging 12 miles,

[ had never run that far before.
But when I passed the 10-mile mark 1
decided to push on and reach for 12
big ones.

My feet hurt. My legs weighed 300
pounds. My lungs ached.

As [ moved info the final mile, I
watched an approaching car slow
down. The passenger lowered her
window,

“Pardon me,” she called. “Could
you tell us where . .. . "

“I can’t stop,” | panted. And ran
on.
Had they been going in my
direction, moving along beside me
while I ran, I would have helped
gladly. But, no they wanted me to
stop, to break stride.

It angered me. Couldn’t they see |
was giving my all to get somewhere?
Didn’t they know that you never,
never interrupt a runner?

I made my 12-mile goal standing
up. But victory tasted sour. | kept
thinking of the people in the car and
my refusal to stop. [ began to
compare myself to the Levite in the
Good Samaritan parable.

It’s easy to chase achievement, to
be goal-oriented. “Don't bother me, |
want to get this done before dinner.”
“Can't talk now, 'min a hurry.”
“Let's make it some other time, I'm
too busy this week,”

Obsession with success produces
an inflexible pace. Earnestly, we pad
down the road panting to those we
pass, “l can’t stop. I can’t talk. I can’t
come. {can't help. T can’t . ... "

Many goals are worthy.
Establishing and maintaining
momentum is important, But the
good can be twisted. Our programs
and projects can keep us from
people.

When Jesus set out on the road
for Jerusaiem and the cross, He
encountered many interruptions. He
had good reason to run by. But He
stopped. Again and again He
stopped.

He stopped to reason with His
critics. He stopped to bless the

children. He stopped to plead with
the rich young ruler. He stopped to
talk with His friends. He stopped to
help Bartimaeus, He stopped to have
dinner with Zacchaeus,

And later, alone with His disciples,
He stopped to wash their feet.

Breaking stride is what
servanthood is all about. And we
who follow Jesus have been called to
serve those we encounter along the
way: “I have given you an example,
that ye should do as | have done to
you” (John 13:15),

My 12-mile run occurred one year
ago. Recently, while jogging, I had a
similar experience with another
person seeking information. Again
the car approached and the window
went down.

“T'm sorry to break your stride,”
the woman said, “but can you tell me
where . ...”

| stopped.

And it didn’t even bother me that
the answer to her question was
clearly visible on a sign only 30 feet
away.

When | finished my course a few
minutes later, | felt refreshed and
renewed. | think it had something to
do with breaking stride. 4

ABOUT THE WRITER: Roger Schoenhals is a
free lance wrifer who resides in Seatftle,
Washington.
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Reverend John L. Welch, first moderator of
the National Association of Free Will Baptists,
died early Sunday morning, July 24, 1983 in
Nashville, Tennessee. He was 94 vears old.

More than 50 ministers and a host of friends
and relatives filled Cofer’'s Chapel Free Will
Baptist ChurchinNashville on Tuesday, July 26,
where Brother Welch pastored for 46 vears, to
pay tribute to his memory and to rejoice at his
home-going.

‘ ‘ hen you go where He wants you to go
and He leads you where He wants you
to go, you'll go in strange places,”

Brother John L Welch said. Places strange to men, indeed,
but not strange to God because He orders those steps so
that footprints of blessing remain. For 78 years John L
Welch followed God's leading through paths of service and
biessing.

John L Weich was born April 7, 1889 in Robertson
County, Tennessee, the son of John . and Frances Welch.
He was saved at 16 and began preaching when he was 19.

John Chandler, an older Free Will Baptist preacher,
held a prayer meeting at Hickory Point one night. Afterward
he took young Welch aside and asked, “Did you ever feel
like the Lord wanted you to preach?” When the youth
admitted that he had felt such a call, even before he was
saved, Chandler offered to arrange a service so that he
could preach his first sermon. He was ordained to the
ministry in October 1909,

A Man Leaves
Footprints

By Mary R. Wisehart

—Tribute To John L Welch—

The Young Preacher

The young preacher created quite a sensation,
according to Welch, simply because he was aboy. He said,
“The people were so good to me. They'd listen to me and
think it was wonderful. I went to that old Beech Grove
schoolhouse for a service one Sunday. [ couldn't preach
much to begin with. But that Sunday was real hard for me,
and | knew [ had not done nearly as well as1 had before.
But there was a dear old lady who got happy and shouted,
clapped her hands and praised the LLord for my efforts, and
she saved the day for me. I always liked her.” He always
tried to encourage other young preachers.

As ayoung man Brother Welchrealized the need for
training. When he heard that Dr. Defl Upton was beginning



a school in Nashville in the fali of 1908, he enrolled in the
Free Will Baptist University, chartered by Upton, pastor of
Cofer’s Chapel Church. Since he was the only student
who came, he received individual instruction, living in the
Upton home until March 1909, when Dr, Upton returned
to West Virginia.

The Young Pastor

John L Welch, not quite 20 years old, was elected
pastor of Cofer's Chapel Free Will Baptist Church in
Nashville on February 28, 1909. The second Sunday in
March 1909, he preached his first sermon as pastor of
Cofer’s Chapel and began a ministry that lasted until 1962
and included 46 years of service at Cofer’s Chapel.

His work at Cofer’s Chapel was interrupted in 1917
when he served as pastor of Olivet, Rock Springs,
Greenwood, and Bethlehern Free Wil Baptist churches
near Nashville. He returned to Cofer’s Chapel in 1919, but
interrupted service there again to work with the newly
formed East Nashville Free Will Baptist Church until 1634,
From 1934 he pastored Cofer’'s Chapel until his retirement
in 1962,

Attending Cofer’s Chapel at the time Welch assumed
the pastorate was a striking young miss, Mary Ann
Weaver, A visiting minister wrote of her in 1908; “I also had
the pleasure of meeting Miss Annie Weaver, the editor of
The Record. Miss Annie is a most excellent and charming
younglady, I suppose of about sixteem (sic) summers, and
deserves much credit for her faithful service.”

John L Weich must have been impressed with Miss
Annie also, for they were married in 1912, Miss Mary, as
she came to be known, was aspecial blessing to his life and
his ministry.

Every man leaves footprints—some in poor paths,
some to wear away with time, and some lasting ones,
leading others in paths of pleasantness and peace.

John L Welch did a great deal of walking in his
lifetime and left many clear and lasting footprints to bless
the lives of others. These footprints are very clear in his
work as a pastor.

The Pace Setter

His ministry was characterized by an interest in all
Christian service, but at Cofer's Chapel he made special
contributions to the women’s work, youth work, and
publications.

The Ladies’ Aid Society, organized by Dr. Dell
Upton, continued to grow with the encouragement of
Brother Welch and Miss Mary. In those early days,
Brother Welch helped the women in organizing and in
preparing materials and programs, as well as encouraging
themn generally in the work,

At a business meeting in 1920, Cofer’s Chapel voted
to organize a young people’s Free Will Baptist Union.
Brother Welch suggested that the union be known as the
Free Will Baptist League.

Other groups adopted the name, and in 1922 at
Marshall, North Carolina, the General Conference ac-
cepted the name for its youth organization. The name was
also used by the National Association of Free Will Baptists,
until 1964 when it was changed to Church Training
Service. In 1922 at the General Conference, he was
elected editor of Free Will Baptist League literature,

In 1920-22 Brother Welch edited and published a
paper for Free Will Baptists in the Cumberland Associa-
tion. This paper, Words of Life, was a well-edited paper of
eight pages, published monthly. It was somewhat eclectic,
but included, in addition to current news of the churches,
devotional material, poetry and humor.

R. E. Tripp wrote of him in 1930 that he was an ideal
pastor because he devoted his time to prayer and the
ministry of the Word, leaving an active membership to do
visiting and ministering in other areas. His members were
blessed by this ministry of the Word to them.

Those who have had the privilege of sitting under the
preaching of John L Weich remember especially his wit, as
well as that one strong point in each sermon. Many still
remember his last sermon at the National Association
when toward the end, Brother Welch commented, “Like
the fat woman crawling through the barbed wire said, ‘One
more point and I'll be through.”” Or his comment to the
mayor, who apologized for taking too much of his time at
homecoming in October 1980, “He should know that
anytime [ start preaching, [ preach untill quit.”

His sermons were characterized by a quality of mind
that always brought something revealing, something to
think about, something new from a familiar passage. That
devotion to study and prayer showed up in his messages.

His pastorate was characterized by teaching, teach-
ing the people stewardship, the power of prayer, the
responsibility of reaching out in love to Christian brothers
as well as to the lost. Who can tell how many others seeing
the footprints he left as a pastor, have been encouraged
along the paths of Christian living and service.

The Man of Vision

But John L Weich’s footprints are not limited to
Cofer’s Chapel. He had a vision of a united Free Will
Baptist group. As an active member of the Cumberland
Association, he volunteered to contact George Dunbar in

—
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FOOTPRINTS (From Page 19)

East Tennessee to get the Tennessee Free Will Baptists
united. When the tweo groups met to organize the Tennes-
see State Association in 1938, Welch was elected as
assistant moderator and later served as moderator.

Unity

If one walks beyond Tennessee to the national work
of Free Will Baptists, he will again see those familiar
footprints. The South and West met together in 1919 at
Cofer’s Chapel to form a union, but when they could not
agree on feetwashing, the Southeastern delegates with-
drew.

Welch then led the movement to organize the
General Conference of Free Will Baptists of the United
States. The organization took place at Cofer’s Chapel May
26, 1921. Brother Welch acted as president of the tempo-
rary organization and was retained as moderator when the
organization became permanent. He served for seven
years; then in 1927 he was elected field secretary and
served in that position until the last meeting of the Eastern
General Conference in 1938,

Brother Welch again took the lead in bringing the
Co-operative Association in the West and the General
Conference in the Southeast together. When the General
Conference appointed a committee to confer with the
Co-operative Association in 1932, John L Welch was the
first named. A committee headed by Welch met with the
Co-operative Association in Denison, Texas, in 1934 and
brought to the 1935 Generai Conference plans for the
meeting in Nashville later.

On November 5, 1935, delegates from both bodies
met at Cofer’s Chapel to form the National Association of
Free Will Baptists. John L Welch was the first moderator
of this body, a position he held for three years (1935-1938).

Brother Welch'’s service on committees and boards
ranged from chairman of the program committee to
chairman of a committee for compiling a hymnal. Almost
every department of the Association has feit the impact of
those footprints. His advice and counsel and his influence
continue to be a benediction upon the National Association
of Free Will Baptists.

Missions

Brother Welch encouraged missions in the General
Conference, as well as in his churches. In 1929 when the
General Conference chose a foreigh mission board, he
was a member. He expressed his mission emphasis in a
very practical way by reaching out to those in his corner. In
addition to helping establish the East Nashville Free Will
Baptist Church, he helped in the establishment and

organizing of West Nashuville, Ashland City, Woodbine,
Calvary, and Fellowship Free Will Baptist churches.

He led Cofer’s Chapel into a mission ministry. He
encouraged liberal giving, but he also encouraged the
people to know and take a personal interest in missionaries
alt over the world. The church not only supports mission-
aries with money, but also with prayers, friendship and
personal encouragement,

Education

Although Brother Welch attended Bowen Prepara-
tory School, Tabernacle School (later Trevecca), and
Vanderbilt University, he never had the opportunity to
attend a Free Will Baptist school. He felt, however, a great
desire for such a school and worked tirelessly to see one
established.

As moderator and field secretary for the General
Conference, he encouraged support of Eureka, the school
in Ayden, North Carolina. By the time the Conference met
in 1932, Eureka had been destroved and a secretary of
education was elected to see about establishing another
school—John L Welch.

Welch’s report to the General Conference in 1933
reveals not only his faith and hope, but also his insight and
wisdom. He reported a “strong and growing sentiment
among our people for a centralized educational institu-
tion.”

He felt strongly, however, that such an institution
would depend on the unity of Free Will Baptists. He also
recommended finding a convenient and satisfactory loca-
tion. Since the delegates were meeting in Nashville that
year, he invited them to look over the city and consider it
as a location for the school.

When Free Will Baptist Bible College was established,
Brother Welch served on the Board of Trustees from 1945
to 1957, For 10 of those years, he was the chairman of the
board. He led Cofer's Chapel to be an outstanding
supporter of the Bible College. Students will remember
him as a Nashville pastor with a church that welcomed
them to become a part of it, that had a pulpit open to
fledgling preachers and a hand outstretched in friendship
and love,

Yes, a man leaves footprints. “The steps of a good
man are ordered by the Lord and he delighteth in his way”
{Psalm 37:23). Only the heavenly records will reveal all that
the footprints of John L Welch have contributed to His
service, &

ABOUT THE WRITER: Dr. Mary R. Wisehart chairs the department of
English and speech at Free Will Baptist Bible Coliege, where she has
taught since 1955. She is @ member of Cafer’s Chapel Free Will Baptist
Church, Nashuille, Tennessee.



FREE WILL BAPTIST

CANADIANS RE-ELECT
MODERATOR FRED HANSON

NEW BRUNSWICK, CANADA—Del-
egates to the second annual Atlantic
Canada Association of Free Will Bap-
tists re-elected Moderator Fred
Hanson to his fifth term (includes
three years before joining the National
Association).

Reverend Hanson, who also serves
as the promotional officer for the
group, said more than 300 people
attended the June 30-July 3 session at
St. John's Valley Bible Campgrounds.

Keynote speakers for the mid-sum-
mer gathering were Home Missions
Director Roy Thomas and Harrold
Harrison, assistant director of the Sun-
day School and Church Training
Department.

Pastor Otis Derrah, Holmesuville
FWB Church, will serve as assistant
moderator, and Douglas Lockhart as
clerk.

MASTER’S MEN DIRECTOR CALLS FOR
‘DECADE OF DISCIPLESHIP’

NASHVILLE,
TN—Newly in-
stalled Master's
Men Director
James {(Jim}
Vallance says
one of his first
priorities is to
launch a “Dec-

ade of Disciple-
ship” among the organization’s 3,500
plus members,

Vallance sees the decade of disci-
pieship as a means of “leading our men
to greater involvement in the work of
the Lord.”

The 39-year-old native of Hunting-
ton, West Virginia assumed duties
August 1, succeeding former Director
Loyd Olsan. He served eight years as
vice-chairman of Master’s Men Board.

Mr. Vallance edited the monthly
state paper, The West Virginia Free
Will Baptist, for 10 years. He has
seven years experience as a radio
announcer and two years’ experience
in television programming. He is a
member of the Radio-Television Com-
mission established by the National
Association in July.

Vallance says he must give imme-
diate attention to erasing an $8,000
departmental indebtedness. He plans
to establish Master’s Men mini-con-
ferences and one-day retreats to
strengthen local chapters and aid in
organizing new chapters.

Mr. Vallance expressed interest in
forming special Master's Men chapters
on Free Will Baptist college campuses,
in developing a “Master’s Men Inter-
national” with Free Will Baptist
churches in foreign countries, and in
gearing Master’s Men to assist Home
Mission churches.

He attended Free Will Baptist Bible
College and Marshall University
(Huntington, WV) where he majored
in broadcast journalism. During a four-
year tour of duty in the United States
Air Force, Mr. Vallance served with
the Armed Forces Radio and Televi-
sion Service.

He is a charter member of Central
FWB Churchin Huntington, a deacon,
and a Sunday School Superintendent.

James and Lois Valiance have two
children—Sara Michelle (10} and Lara
Jane (7).

RETIREMENT RECEPTION HONORS RETIRING PASTOR

VEROBEACH, FL —Reverend Lester
Collins was honored by First Free Will
Baptist Church, Vero Beach, as he
retired after 40 years in the ministry.

Reverend Collins, 70, pastored the
First FWB Church on two occasions,
from 1975-1977, and then from 1981
until his retirement in May.

During the June retirement recep-
tion held in Collins’ honor, members
gave him an appreciation plaque. New
pastor Randy Bryant presented the

plaque on behalf of the church.
Brother Collins was saved at Chris-
tian Home FWB Church, Hartford,
Alabama in 1933. He began preaching
and moved to Jacksonville, Florida to
attend Luther Rice Seminary in 1942,
He corganized Immanuel FWB
Church, Jacksonville, where he served
10 years as associate pastor and two
years as bus director, He later pastored
Grace FWB Church in Orange Park
and First FWB Church in Vero Beach.
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newsfront ...

FALL ENLARGEMENT CAMPAIGN SET

NASHVILLE, TN—The annual fall
Sunday School enlargement campaign
sponsored by Randall House is de-
signed to help build enroliment and
increase attendance for Sunday
Schoal, This year’s fall theme is “I Wili
Build My Church” with a challenge to
let Jesus use us to build His church.

The campaign will organize com-
petition on the basis of average Sunday
School attendance during the Spring
Quarter, 1983 (March, April, May) as
follows:

Currently . . .

Firet FWB Church, Pontiac, Mi,
baptized 18 and added 50 to the con-
gregational membership, according to Pas-
tor Ed Hollis. Sunday School attendance
surged from 76 in 1981 to 138 this year.
Worship service averages 160.

Pastor Glen Faulkner says New
Sulphuyr FWB Church, Prairie
Grove, AR, baptized 15 and had 19
additions to the church.

First FWB Church, Fayetteville,
AR, conducted a five-day prayer revival
according to Pastor Daniel Phillips.
Among the several good things that hap-
pened during and after the prayer revival, a
78-year-old man was saved.

Durham FWB Church, Elkins,
AR, reported 12 conversions and 7 bap-
tisms. Lloyvd Ray Henry pastors.

The Espyville FWB Church, Espy-
ville, OH, sends word of 25 conversions
and 10 baptisms. Dwight Skeans pas-
tors.

Did you ever wonder what to give your
parents on their 50th wedding anniversary?
You might do what the children of Bilk and
Wanda Darlington did—they gave a
new pulpit to Unity FWB Church,
Cleveland, OH, in honor of their par-
ents’ 50th wedding anniversary. Lester
McMahan pastors.

And here’s a note of real victory from
Hillview FWB Church, Reynolds-
burg, OH. Pastor Jay Pete Justice
has baptized 60 people in three months,

Pastor Edd Green of Truth FWB
Church, New Oxford, PA, reports
that six people completed their preliminary
certificate from The Cross Keys Bible
Institute. The group inciuded Linda
Green, Darcy Laughman, June Railing,

Division A over 500 average
Division B 400-500 average
Divisicn C 300-399 average
Division D 200-299 average
Division E 150-199 average
Division F 100-149 average
Division G 50-9%  average
Division H under 49 average
Division] Newly established

This enlargement campaign will
begin on Sunday, October 2, 1983,
and continue through Sunday, Octo-

Barb Webb, Gloria Welsh and Terry
Weish. In order to receive the preliminary
certificate, each participant had to com-
plete reading the entire Bible in 36 weeks.
Cross Keys Bible [nstitute is a ministry of
the Truth Church.

Shiloh FWB Church, Bristol, VA,
began erecting a new auditorium this sum-
mer. By the time the auditorium was under
roof, everybody in the church had gotten
involved in working evenings, Saturdays,
and off days. Pastor Walter Statzer
said, “Even strangers have stopped to
help, peopie who are not members of our
church. Just people who saw a new church
being built and wanted to help.”

Wow! Did you hear what happened at
MillBranch FWB Church, Johnson-
ville, SC? Earlier this year the church
honored Roger Don Poston for 20
years of perfect Sunday School attendance.
The church presented him with a gift of a
new Bible. Tommy Bryson pastors.

Divine FWB Church, Cleveland,
OH, baptized 36 converts between March
and July of this year. Hansford Reed
pastors.

Two years ago the Calvary FWB
Church, Union, 8C, purchased a
parsonage for $25,900. On homecoming
day this year, the congregation burned the
mortgage. Allen Lemons pastors. He
has seen the congregation grow from 29 to
84.

The Alexander FWB Church,
Olive Branch, IL, was burned by ar-
sonists in January. Pastor Henry Potter
says the group moved into a new building
onMay 29, Cangratulations to this resilient
congregation.

The Spanish speaking Free Will Baptists
in California met in Modesto early this
summer. The group conducted evangelistic

ber 30, 1983. Sunday Schools which
experience the greatest percentage of
gain over the 13 weeks average attend-
ance for March, April, May, 1983 will
be declared winners and recognized
with appropriate awards denoting first
and second place.

The present size of Sunday Schools
does not prevent any church from
being eligible to participate. Campaign
materials are available from the Sunday
School and Church Training Depart-
ment.

meetings in nearby Mexican labor camps
in the afternoons and services at Modesto
Mission each evening. Four Spanish FWB
pastors were present.

First FWB Church, Bakersfield,
CA, conducted a six-day revival meeting
with Evangelist Bill Adkisson from New
Mexico. Pastor Claude Hames says,
“We prayed with 28 at our altars.”

Four graduates of the Lake Jackson
FWB Christian Academy enrolled at
FWBBC this fail. The number included
class valedictorian, Tammy Norris,
daughter of J.D. and Beverly Norris,
home missionaries to Talahassee, FL.
InLake Jackson Christian Academy’s first
graduating exercise, the Academy grad-
vated 12 seniors.

Pasior Robert Morgan of Donelson
FWB Church, Nashville, TN, began
preaching an interesting series of sermons
in mid-August. The series of practical
messages entitled “My Problem Is . . .”
includes such intriguing titles as; My Tem-
per, My TV, My Thought Life, My Tithing,
My Terror of Death, My Time and Manage-
ment, My Tongue, My Tears, My Teen-
ager, My Tortured Heart.

First FWB Church, New Castle,
DE, began a $40,000 addition and paving
project at the church this summer.
Richard Atwood pastors.

Members of Immanuel FWB
Church, Durham, NC, conducted a
rededication and note burning service on
Juiy 3. The church has now paid back the
entire $70,000 loan which was secured in
1968 for construction purposes.

Pastor Ed Hutchinson of Route 60
FWB Church, Kenova, WV, says the
group has averaged baptizing one person
per week this year.

CONTACT welcomes THE HER-



ITAGE BIBLICAL REFLECTION, publica-
tion of Heritage FWB Church,
Fredericksburg, VA. David Reece
pastors.

The youth of Union Chapel FWB
Church, Chocowinity, NC, raised
$500 for North Carolina home missions on
North Carolina Day, June 26, according to
Pastor E. E. McMillen.

First FWB Church, Erwin, TN,
dedicated their new sanctuary on July 10.
Howard Messer pastors.

Cooper FWB Church, Detroit,
AL, conducted arecord attendance Vaca-
tion Bible School this year with an average
of 114 1/5 {that 1/5 must have been a short
kid). By the way, when Pastor Dennis
Kizzire and visiting Evangelist Duane
Taylor were out scouting for prospects

one day, a highway patrolman ran a stop
sign and hit them. No, not hurt, just
scared.

First FWB Church, Favette, AL,
constructed a new building this summer
with almost 12,000 square feet of space.
The new building includes 13 classrooms,
two nurseries, three offices, and a seating
capacity of 425, Rick Cash pastors.

It sure looked iike a burgiary when
Justin and Judy Barnett arrived at
home and found the front door battered,
To confirm their suspicions, the phone was
dead and the porch light wouldn’t work.
But closer scrutiny by the members of the
First FWB Church, North Little
Rock, AR, revealed that lightning had hit
the door, burned out the light and deadened
the phone.

The first service was conducted at
Lakeland FWB Church, Paris, TN,
on May 15. Pastor Hughes EHis reports
40 people in attendance. The church has
purchased seven acres on Highway 79 E,
one mile from the city limits.

And finally—Dawn Knight and Joe
Greer were married at Good Springs
FWB Church, Pleasant View, TN,
Friends thinking they could have some fun
with the young married couple had dec-
orated their car with tin cans and all the
other amenities that usually go along with
that sort of thing. However, you can
imagine the surprise of all the mischief
makers when a helicopter appeared and
tanded on the church grounds. The bride
and groom raced to the helicopter and
were wisked away to their honeymoon. A

The Free Will Baptist Pulpit

.- John L Welch (deceased)

This sermon was preached December 21, 1980 in
Fellowship FWB Church, Nashville, Tennessee.

Ye Are My Friends

Communion and Feet Washing Service

INTRODUCTION:

* Value of friends in time of great need

* “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”—
* Jesus wants and appreciates friends . .

—

. Two Incentives

A. Do something because of love {friends).
B. Do something because of necessity (servants).
* We are governed by one or the other.

II. Communion Service Among Friends
* Remembering our Greatest Friend

John 15:13-15

. Feet Washing—Why

* Jesus said “Ye ought to do it,” that's why.

* Jesus said it, | believe it, that settles it,

* [ believe He meant it . . ..

*“I have formed a special delight in it . . . do not regret it, not
ashamed of it . . . trying to follow the instructions of my

Lord.”

* Gives the satisfaction that you are doing your best to obey

your Lord.

* “] am substituting for my Lord in His absence. I am doing

what He would do, if He were here tonight . .. .” “I wash your
feet in Jesus’ stead.”
* We join Jesus in that last service.

* To remind us where He delivered us from (something worse

than Egypt}. .. from sin
* To do what He said . . .
—it’s important if He said do it.

CONCLUSION

—This service is personal, as a friend to Jesus. A
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Green Tree Bible Study

Robert E. Picirilli

11 Peter 2:18-22

Apostasy—T he Awful End
of False Teaching

eter has just been describing

false teachers{vv, 10-17}, but

in verses 18-19 he makes a
transition from their character to the
awful result of the teaching.

Immature believers are the false
teachers’ prey (vv. 18, 19). Notice, first
the method the false teachers use:
they “allure” (v. 18), the same word as
“beguile” in v. 14, a word used in
Greek for a fisherman’s bait.

What is their bait? A “promise” (v.
19). What do they promise? “Liberty”
(v. 19)—a false liberty that indulges the
lusts of the flesh (v, 18).

The falseness of their promise is
picturesquely described as “over-swol-
len words of emptiness” (v. 18).

But there's a catch—a “hook”, if
yvou will: they themselves are servants
{Greek douloi, bondslaves) of corrup-
tion. And any whom they catch will
become slaves of the flesh, too.

Notice, second, their targef: those
just escaped from error (v. 18). There
is some difference of opinion about the
word translated “clean.” But the basic
idea is not in doubt, and the phrase
most likely means people who are
young in the faith, who have just got
free from the erroneous thoughts and

ways of the wicked. Being immature
and “unstable” (v. 14), they are
pounced upon by false teachers,

Apostasy is the oufcome of the
false teaching {vv. 20-22). Verses 20-
21 describe a real apostasy from the
faith. This is clear, first, because the
people meant are described as truly
converted, in three phrases.

(1) They "escaped” the world’s
pollutions {v. 20); Peter uses the same
basic root asinverse 18 and 1:4—all of
which mean the freedom a Christian
gains from his old bondage to deprav-
ity.

(2) They came to know Jesus Christ
as Lord and Savior (v. 20)—this phrase
can mean nothing else. Peter’s word
“knowledge” here {Greek: epignosis)
is a more specific word than the usual
one, and is used by him as equivalent
to conversion in 1:3, 8.

{3) They also came to know the way
of righteousness (v. 21). The verb
“know” is the same root as the precise
“knowledge” in v. 20. And “the way of
righteousness” is another of Peter’s
expressions for true Christianity, like
“the way of the truth” {2:2) and “the
right way” (2:15).

The reality of this apostasy is clear
second, because the people deceived
are described as fruly fallen from this
converted state, in four phrases.

They are again entangled in and
overcome by the pollutions escaped
{v. 20}. The word “entangled” (Greek,

empleko) literally means interweaving:
it is used for example, of a sheep
caught in thorns by its wool. “Over-
come” is the same as in v. 19, and has
the idea of being bested or mastered.

They have turned back from the
holy commandment delivered to them
{v. 21). In other words, they have
forsaken the gospel truth that was
preached to them.

Their last condition is worse than
the first {v. 20), an obvious reflection of
Jesus’ words in Matthew 12:45.

They would have been better off
never converted (v. 21}. This explains
the previous phrase and makes no
sense except that they are now in a
hopeless condition, when there was at
least hope of conversion while they
were vet unbelievers.

Peter concludes the section with
two proverbial illustrations: a dog,
delivered of what made it sick in the
first place, returns to eat it; a pig, with
filth washed away, returns to the mud
to wallow.

Both illustrate the clear point of
returning to something one has been
delivered/cleansed from-—as Peter
puts the same point in 1:9: “he has
forgotten that he was purged from his
old sins.”

The issue of false teaching, then, is
serious indeed. We who understand
that have all the more responsibility to
instruct believers well in the truth, and
to expose falsehood. 4
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ON LITTUE LANES

BY DONNA MAYO

Thanks

For That Spanking

egan recited, “Thou shalt
have no other gods before
me.”

She was quickly followed by Marty,
“Thou shalt not make unto thee any
graven image.”

The twins reviewed the Ten Com-
mandments while they ate breakfast,
Their Sunday School teacher prom-
ised a prize to each student who
learned them, and the twins were de-
termined to win.

“Thou shait not take the name of
the Lord thy God in vain,” said Megan.

There was a pause as Marty tried to
remember the fourth commandment.

“It's your turn, Marty,” said Megan
impatiently.

“l know,” said Marty. “Thou shalt
not ... oh, 1 forget.”

Just then Mrs. Lane came into the
kitchen and said, “You kids better
hurry-—I don't want you to be late for
school.”

“That’s it,” Marty laughed, “Thou
shalt not be late.”

The twins gulped their breakfast
and hurried to brush their teeth. As
they were gathering books and lunch

boxes Marty said, “Oh yeah, now I
remember. Remember the Sabbath
day, to keep it holy.”

The twins went through the rest of
the list. When they finished Marty
said, “Whew, ‘Thou shait not do this.
Thou shalt not do that. Thou shalt not
do nothing.”

“Anything,” corrected Mys. Lane.

“But he’s right,” said Megan. “What
are we supposed to do?”

“For starters,” said Mrs. Lane, “you
can kiss your mother goodbye and
dash to school.”

The twins laughed as they kissed
her and ran out the door.

At schoot that morning Mrs, Curtis
announced a math quiz. *T'll give you
about five minutes to review while [ go
run it off. And,” she added as she
walked out the door, “I don’t want any
talking while I'm gone.”

“Thou shalt not talk,” thought Marty
as he opened his math book. Injust a
minute Marty feit Michael, the boy
who sat behind him, tap his shoulder.

“What is it?” asked Marty.

“l want to show you my new base-
ball game,” whispered Michael. He
took a small electronic game out of his
coat pocket,

“Wow, neat!” exclaimed Marty.
“How do you play?”

Michael showed Marty how to play,
and before long they had a game
going. The boys were so intent on
scoring runs and getting each other

out that they didn’t notice when Mrs,
Curtis returned.

“Marty Lane and Michael Jones,
what are you doing?” she asked stern-
Iy.

“Uh, nothing,” stammered Michael.

“Don’t tell me ‘nothing.” What was
the last thing | said before 1 left the
room?”

“You said, ‘no talking,” ” answered
Marty turning bright red,

“That’s right,” said Mrs, Curtis,
“And | meant it. Pll see both of you
after school.”

At recess Megan said, “Marty 1
can't believe you were talking when
Mrs. Curtis left the room. Wonder
what she’s going to do to you?”

“She'll give us each a couple of
licks,” said Michael. “No big deal.”

“No big deal? Wait till my dad finds
out,” said Marty,

“Maybe he won't find out,” said
Megan hopefully. “ won't telt him.”

“Don’t worry. He'll find out,” said
Michael. He had obviously been
through this before. “After she paddles
you, Mrs. Curtis always sends a note
home telling your parents about it.
They have to sign it.”

“Well, I'm sunk,” said Marty sadly.

“Oh don’t worry about it,” said
Michael. “Mrs. Curtis can’t paddle all
that hard.”

“I'm not worried about her pad-
dling,” said Marty. “It's the one | get
from my daddy when [ get home that



scares me.”

“You mean your dad will spank you
too?” questioned Michael in unbelief.

“You better believe it,” said Megan
without hesitating. '

“If 1 get in trouble at school, it’s
double trouble when | get home,”
added Marty.

“What does your dad do?” asked
Megan.

“Nothing,” said Michael. “He just
signs the notes and says ‘boys will be
boys.’”

“Youmean hedoesn’t care?” asked
Megan not believing her ears.

“Nope,” said Michael, “I guess not.”

“Man, | wish Daddy didn’t care,”
said Marty,

“Yeah, you wish,” said Megan
knowing full welt what Marty would get
when he got home.

The rest of the day dragged by for
Marty. Finally the last bell rang and the
other children left the room. Mrs.
Curtis looked at Marty and Michael
and said, “You both understand why
I'm going to paddie you, den’t you?”

“Yes, ma'am,” they answered.

“And next time you will think twice
about talking when vou’re not sup-
posed to, won't you?”

“Yes, ma'am,” they answered duti-
fully.

“OK, Marty, you first. Bend over
and put your hands onyour knees .. ..”

Megan was waiting for Marty in the
school yard. “Was it real bad?” she
asked with concern.

“Naw,” said Marty. “The worst part
was having to wait all day for it. And
now I've got to wait for Daddy to get
home from work.”

Mr. Lane usually got home about
five o'clock, but when the twins

reached the home, his car was in the
driveway. Somehow Marty was not
eager to see him.

Megan rushed inside. “Hi, Daddy.
What are you doing here?”

“I think 'm coming down with the
flu,” said Mr. Lane. “I thought I might
feel better if I came home early.”

“I doubt it,” said Megan jooking at
Marty as she left the room.

“What did she mean by that?” asked
Mr. Lane.

“Well,” began Marty, “something
happened at school today. But if you
don't feel good, it can wait,” he added
quickly,

“I think I'm up to hearing it,” said
Mr. Lane. “Why don’t you sit down
and let me have it?”

Marty sank down on the couch
next to his dad and told him what
happened.

“All I did was taik a little,” finished
Marty. “Is that such a big crime?”

“No,” said Mr. Lane, “but disobey-
ing your teacher is.”

“Thou shailt not disobey your teach-
er,” said Marty.

His dad didn’t understand what
Marty was driving at. “What?” asked
Mr. Lane.

“Oh, it’s just one more ‘don’t.
Megan and [ are memorizing the Ten
Commandments. it seems like all |
hear is ‘Don't do this. Don’t do that,” ”
said Marty.

“Son, 1 know it seems that way—
but the ‘don’ts’ are all there for a
reason.”

“Yeah, to get me in trouble,” said
Marty looking at the floor,

“¥You couldn’t be more wrong,” said
Mr. Lane. “They are there to help
vou—to keep you out of trouble.”

“ITdon’t get it,” said Marty.

“Take Jeff for instance,” said Mr.
Lane. “Why do we tell him ‘no-no’
when he goes toward the fireplace?”

“Because it would hurt him,” said
Marty.

“Exactly,” said Mr. Lane. “And why
do we spank him when he insists on
going toward it any way?”’

“Because you want to stop him
from hurting himself,” answered
Marty.

“That’s right. It sounds crazy, but
we spank him because we love him.
And you know what else—whenever
we tell you ‘don’t, whenever your
teacher telis you ‘don’t,) whenever
God’s Word tells you ‘don’t,” it's for
your own good.

“It’s to keep you from getting hurt.
And when we punish you it’s because
we care. We care too much to stand
by and let you hurt yourself. Do you
understand what I'm saying?”’ asked
Mr. Lane taking off his belt.

“I guess so,” said Marty.

“Then bend over.”

For the second time that day Marty
heard those words, and for the second
time he got it across the seat.

After the spankingMr. Lane hugged
Marty close and said, “[ really do love
you Marty. | have to spank vou be-
cause [ care.”

Marty was reminded of his conver-
sation with Michael. “You mean your
dad doesn’t care?” Megan had asked.
“Nope, [ guess not,” Michae! had said.

All of a sudden Marty felt sorry for
Michael. He realized how lucky he was
to have a daddy that cared if he did
right. With tears in his eyes Marty said,
“Thanks, Daddy. It may sound crazy,
but thanks for that spanking.” &
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