

















By Vernie H. Hersey

hristmas Day, 1864. General

Sherman presented a city to

President Abraham Lincoln,
He wrote to Mr. Lincoln: “l beg to
present to you as a Christmas gift the
city of Savannah.”

Louisa May Alcott in 1853 put the
first copy of her first published book,
Flower Fables, in her mother’s Christ-
mas stocking.

In 1236 the King of France sent a
Christmas gift to Henry [ll of England-
a live elephant.

William the Conqueror on Christ-
mas Day, 1067, gave most of the loot
his men plundered from Britain, in-
cluding the ensign of the Saxon ruler,
to the Pope.

The Original Gift

Historians write of numerous such
unusual gifts, and even today people
pride themselves in giving the different
gift. However, nearly 2,000 years ago,
God gave the originai Christmas gift—
His Son, Jesus Christ.

The gift of God’s Sonwas unique. In
fact, He is the only unique gift ever
given. For truly the gift of God’s Son
was one of a kind—unparalleled, inde-
scribable, perfect, with no like or equal.

Neither before nor since hassucha
gift been given—a Godman, the only
visible form of the invisible Living God.

The Man-Made Imitations

Mankind has tried to duplicate the
gift of God’s Son. Some of Buddha's
disciples declared him to be a unique
gift to humanity, a godman sent to
earth.

However, in 483 B.C. Buddha died
at the age of 80. History remembers
him only as a great teacher but with no
power over his own destiny. Con.
quered by death, he left his followers
searching for eternal life through the
vain hope of reincarnation.

For centuries the emperors of Japan

masqueraded as godmen, claiming di-
rect lineage to the sun goddess. But
after World War II, when the Ameri-
cans forced the Japanese government
to withdraw support of Shintoism as a
state religion, the ruling emperor was
forced to deny his divinity. His wor-
shippers were left desolate, their god-
men exposed as deceivers.,

Even in their fantasies, men faited to
fashion a perfect god or godman. The
Greek, Roman and Norse myths re-
veal man’s attempt to create imaginary
gods who came to earth and took
personal interest in the affairs of man-
kind.

But the human nature of those who
spun the tales tainted their mythical
gods. Each fantasy ended with the
imaginary gods taking on characteris-
tics of their creators, succumbing to
jealousy, cruelty, vengeance and im-
morality.

The Incomparable Christ

Both the myths of men’s minds and
the counterfeit gods fal! ridiculously
short compared to Jesus. God’s Son
proved Himself to be the real Godman,
living a perfect life on earth, overcom-
ing evil, conquering death and rising
triumphant from the grave, winning
for mortal man eternal life with the
Eternal God.

Such a gift as God's Son is unparal-
leled in the history of the world, There
is no counterpart, no person or thing
resembling Him closely enough to draw
a true parallel. For in that one gift of a
Savior is an unnumbered quantity of
gifts that no human language canjustly
and fairly describe or enumerate.

The Innumerable Gifts

Christ is a gift of gifts. It is as though
there is one large gift—Christ—and in
accepting Him we find even another
gift; accepting that gift we find even
another; and, after accepting a vast
array of gifts within Him, we glimpse
into the future to see innumerable gifts
yet to be received.

For in the gift of our Savior we find
the gift of forgiveness of sins; within
forgiveness, redemption; within re-
demption, justification; within justifica-
tion, new life; the abiding presence of
the Holy Spirit; peace; adoption; eter-
nal life; the hope of the resurrec-

tion....

And, even after receiving innumera-
ble gifts within the gift of our Savior we
discover with Isaiah and Paul “things
which eye has not seen and ear has not
heard, and which have not entered the
heart of man, all that God has prepared
for those who love Him"” (I Corinthians
2:9 NASB).

Then, lookinginto eternity we antici-
pate with Peter the “inheritance which
is imperishable and undefiled and will
not fade away, reserved in heaven” for
us (I Peter 1:4). Truly Christ has no
like or equal, real or imagined!

The Inexhaustible Supply

There could be only one possessor
of the first copy of Louisa May Alcott’s
book. Abraham Lincoin received the
gift of Savannah only in token. Even if
he had wanted possession, he could
have owned it only as others agreed he
had legal ownership to it. The loot of
an army given to the Pope could easily
have been taken by another even
stronger than William the Conqueror.

But, Jesus, the Gift of Gifts, may be
received and possessed in His entirety
by any and every person who believes.
T his gift never diminishes nor weakens
nor is used up nor can be taken away
by an enemy or stronger one.

Only Almighty God could create
such a gift. No wonder angels heralded
His birth and a multitude of the heaven-
ly host praised Ged, saying, “Glory to
God in the highest!”

No wonder the host John saw in a
vision proclaimed Jesus Christ
“worthy” and to Him be “honor and
glory and dominion forever and ever!”
(Luke 2:13, 14; Revelation 5:13).

We marvel and bow before Him.
“Thanks be to God for His indescriba-
ble gift . . . Him who fills all in all” (Il
Corinthians 9:15; Ephesians 1:23). 4

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mrs, Vernie H. Hersey
is a free lance writer who resides in Nashuille,
Tennessee. She is a member of Fellowship Free
Will Baptist Church, Antioch, Tennessee.
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enting. Raising children is difficult,
even in a two-parent home, and to
have total responsibility of both father
and mother roles thrust upon the
newly divorced person is overwhelm-
ing.
Adding to the difficulty of being a
single parent is the fact that children
who have lost one of their parents
(through death, divorce or desertion)
are three times as likely to experience
emotional problems as children raised
in a two-parent home.

The divorced person and the single-
parent family need help. Where shall
they receive it?

A Biblical Perspective

Does the church have a responsibil-
ity to minister to the needs of the single
parent and to the children who are
unwitling victims of divorce?

The Lord promises special blessing
to those who care for the fatherless
(Deuteronomy 14:29), and the scrip-
ture tells us that pure, undefiled religion
is to visit the fatherless (James 1:27).
Because divorce has robbed them of
resident father or mother, many chil-
dren are, for all practical purposes,
fatherless, and in need of the attention
of loving Christians,

Are not the “hands which hang
down,” “the feeble knees,” and “that
which is Jame” (Hebrews 12:12, 13)
descriptive of those who have been
wounded in a broken marriage?

Are we not commanded to “weep
with those who weep™? (Romans 12:15).
Of course the church is obligated to
minister to this special group of people!

The Practical Side

This particular dimension of minis-
try for the church should not be viewed
as an unpleasant, but necessary task,
but rather as a special opportunity to
touch lives for Jesus Christ. Divorce
demands changes for those whose
lives it touches. Why shouldn’t those
changes be toward Christian com-
mitment?

Under a church’s loving care, the
disintegration of the past can become
building blocks for devotion to Christ.
Lives made vuinerable to sinful influ.
ences by divorce are at the same time
especially susceptible to the claims of
a loving God and His gospel of peace.

The cuits do not hesitate to take
advantage of the divorced person,
single parent's special need. Should
the church of the Lord Jesus Christ
stand idly by? Love demands that we
recognize the need, respond with
compassion, and reach out with loving
service.

Availability

Now, on a practical level, what can
the church do to minister to divorced
persons and to single-parent families?

First, it is important to help them
deal realistically with their grief and
trauma. We would not ignore the
person who has lost a family member
in death. Nor should we ignore those
who have experienced a similar loss
through divorce.

The compassionate church can help
them deal with the shock, grief, anger
and guilt that accompany divorce.
Death, illness, and all the “honorable”
misfortunes of life are brought to the
altar of the church, and likewise the
congregation’s voice should be raised
to heaven in behalf of those who
experience the pain of divorce.

Acceptance

Single parents and their children
need to know that they are loved and
accepted in the church fellowship.
They have already experienced the
rejection of a mate or parent, and to
also feel rejected by their church is
demoralizing. The church which em-
braces them warmiy has a unique
opportunity to help them develop spir-
itually.

Help in dealing with the trauma of
divorce and this sense of acceptance
in the church cannot be administered
through a church program. It must be
given by sensitive, caring pastors and
church members through personal
contact.

A sympathetic, listening ear is in-
valuable in bringing emotional and
spiritual healing. Friendly, positive
counsel can set the single-parent family
unit in the right direction as they build
new lives.

Strategic Planning

Many churches offer classes or
aroups designed for the needs of this

special group. The fellowship and shar-
ing with other single parents in such a
group can give help and understanding
in dealing with their unique family
problems.

In other churches an occasional
seminar or lecture on single parenting
by a qualified person has been proven
beneficial. Referral to Christian-ori-
ented singles groups in the community
is often appropriate. In fact, the church
may invite such a group to use the
church facilities for its meetings and
activities.

A selection of appropriate books
and tapes for the divorced person,
single parent could be provided in the
church library. The men’s group of the
church should make a special point to
include fatherless boys in the church’s
Father-Son activities.

And caring families could include
the children of broken marriages in
vatrious family activities. Contact with
the two-parent family life will help such
children’s emotional development.

Do Something!

Almost anything which the church
attemnpts in ministering to the divorced
person, single parent is worthwhile,
Any approach or activity with a spirit-
ual dimension that expresses loving
concern for the single-parent family
unit is appropriate for the church to
undertake.

However, we must be careful to
avoid pushing these into specialized
groups and activities while failing to
include them in all the regular church
programs.

We promised in our Free Will Bap-
tist church covenant to “watch over
one anotherinlove. .. to be careful of
one another’s happiness . . . and seek
to strengthen the weak.” Such a prom-
ise obligates us to minister to the
divorced persons and single-parent
families in our churches.

For, after all, they are people of
extreme worth in the sight of God.
They are an undeniable part of our
Christian family. In fact, “they are us.”

ABQUT THE WRITER: Reverend Larry
Montgomery pastors Hollywood Free Will Bap-
tist Church, Hollywood, Florida. He is a gradu-
ate of Free Will Baptist Bible College and
Oklahoma State University. He formerly pas-
tored in Okiahoma, Georgia, and lllinois. &
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By Bill Jones

nfortunately, many have. El’s
U sons were too immoral to fol-

low in their father’s footsteps.
Even Samuel’s sons turned out bad.
David, a man after God’s own heart,
had a son he loved dearly, but who
rebelled against his father and even
tried to kill him,

When a Christian couple tell how
their son or daughter has chosen the
wild life, it is especially sad. But it does
happen.

Most cases defy the old cliches
(like: families that pray together, stay
together). For many of these families
have prayed together, from the time
the children were small untii after they
got on drugs, alcohol or some other
equaily ruinous lifestyle.

This is not to say that every Chris-
tian home can expect some of their
children to stray into sin on a perma-
nent basis. In fact, the great majority of
children raised in Christian homes do
follow in the moral footsteps of their
parents.

But the question remains, why do
not ali of them do so? What are the
influences that determine a child’s
choices in life? A library of books have
been written in response to this ques-
tion, but a reminder may be in order
for all of us.

The Environment

Environment is one thing that goes
far in forming a child’s lifestyle. It is not
the only thing, but it is tremendously
important. Solomon recognized this
truth 3000 years ago when he sug-
gested that starting a child right was to
be the determining influence the rest
of his life.

Parents can and should provide a
place where love, security, acceptance
and discipline are things that every
child can count on. It has been proven
froman abundant number of resources
that these things are far more impor-
tant than finances, great houses and
much land.

A child brought up in the midst of
trust and respect has a far better
chance than one brought up in the
midst of suspicion and bitterness.

The Personality

Personality is another influence that
determines a child’s choices. This is
inherited, and some are more respon-
sive to certain types of training than
others. If parents fail to recognize this
fact, then raising their child can be a
long and frustrating experience.

Most social scientists recognize four
different types of personality: sanguine,
chotleric, phlegmatic, and melancholic.

Beverly LaHaye, in her book, De-
veloping Your Child’s Termperament,
treats these in detail with a lot of
understanding. Most children are a
combination of these traits and will
respond to parents who recognize
their needs and relate to them in a
reasonable way.

The Will

The determining factor however, is
the child’s will. God has decreed that
each person determines his own des-
tiny. It is the only way that each person
becomes responsible to God.

No parent determines what their
child eventually does. The parents can
and do exert a certain influence for
good and bad on their children—but
only the child can determine what he
will become.

This is illustrated in families where
parents are evil, yet their children
choose to be Christian. We weep
when good parents have children who
do not follow in their footsteps. But
when parents have done everything
they can do in providing correct envi-
ronment and training geared to the
child’s personality, they can only pray
and trust that the child will choose the
right. They do not have a guarantee,

God desires that everyone be a
Christian. He has done everything He
can do and not break His decree that
man exercise freedom of the will.
Many of His creatures are perverse
enough to despise His goodness and
love, to live lives that are contrary to
His design.

God no doubt still loves these peo-
ple and wishes they were different, but
He does not feel guilty in what has
happened. Neither should parents who
have done their best! 4

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Bill M. Jones
pastors Fellowship Free Will Baptist Church,
Bryan, Texas. He is chairman of the Foreign
Missions Board.
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Pastoral
Authority—

Diff By Jim Mullen
y ulle
[ ]
erspective esustold His discipls in Mark

joyed exercising authority and
lordship over their fellow man. This
was a type of rule to which they were
accustomed. (It is a type of rule that
many churches have become accus-
tomed to also.)

Jesus’ message is that there is an-
other way to express authority, a
better way. The way He describesis to
become a servant rather than a lord.
The indication in verse 45 is that this is
the way Jesus chose to express His
own personal authority. It is clear that
we are to follow His example.
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This will not lead to diminished
authority from the pulpit, but rather
increased authority. The burden rests
upon the individual pastor to gain this
position of authority by beinga servant,
This will engender respect from the
people. This respect is the natural
result that follows the wise use of
influence coupled with living a loving,
exemplary life before the people.

he world is all too well acquainted

with an authority structure that
demands adherance, For the church
to do any less than Jesus describes in
this passage deprives the world of
observing life that is any different than
that which it already lives by.

Make no mistake—the affairs of the
church should be governed in a differ-
ent manner than the world governs its
affairs.

The world puts one man above
another, and this is as it should be.
These, for the most part, are fallen,
sinful men without Christ as their
Savior. There needs to be authority of
one person over another to avoid
mass confusion with no final authority
recognized. The world simply could
not function without the authority
structure of man over man,

J esus’ point to Christians is that we
are different from the world and
should act and govern differently. We
have ignored His teaching in this area
and borrowed from the world the
same authority structure that it em-

ploys.

This has caused us to ignore the
principle of servanthood that Jesus
desired us to employ. And as a result
of using the world’s authority structure,
we find some pastors lording it over
the brethren and enjoying it.

Surely thewords“ . .. but so shall it
not be among you . . . 7 have some
meaning for us today. In today’s church
we have accepted the idea that the
pastor is the final authority in all mat-
ters of practice as well as doctrine. He
is also “the boss” over the administra-
tion of every aspect of the church.

For years we have pointed out with
alarm the error of the power that the
Pope holds over the Roman Catholic
Church. If a pope over the whole
church is wrong, then placing a pope
in the individual church is also wrong.

he scriptures indicate that there

was concern on the part of the
apostles to avoid developing absolute
authority figures. InIl Corinthians 1:24,
Paul points out that even though he is
an apostle, he did not come to have
dominion over them but rather tobe a
helper of their joy.

Joy is a characteristic that seems to
be lacking in many churches today.
Maybe we have erred by majoring in
dominion and minoring in being helpers
of joy.

Peter concurs with Paul’s teaching
by statingin] Peter 5:3 that we are not
to be lords over God’s heritage but
rather we are to be examples to the
flock.

There is to be leadership and au-
thority within the church. However,
sometimes pastors act as if Jesus
established the church and then left
for heaven, giving them sole responsi-
hility for running His church.

Jesus still wants to manage the
affairs of the church that He died to
empower. Pastors, along with spiritual
leaders of the church, have responsi-
bility to seek the mind of God even in
making day-to-day decisions in His
church. After all, the ultimate authority
in the church is still Jesus Christ.

ebrews 13:17 is sometimes used

to defend excessive pastoral au-
thority. However, the instruction to
obey those that have rule gives no
permission to put people under law
who have been given the freedom to
live under grace. It is a tremendous
motivation for leaders to live the life of
servanthood to such a degree that it
will be a delight for other people to
follow the leadership.

To try to lord it over people and rule
by “divine decree” from the pulpit will
ultimately cause resentment and a
feeling of bondage. This produces alife
lived under Jaw rather than grace,
unhappiness rather than joy.

To follow this description of true
leadership may cause radical change
insome places, but after all, the church
is not called to be conformed to the
world. This is the time that we should
seriously consider Jesus' words:
“ . .soshallitnotbeamongyou....”

ABOQUT THE WRITER: Reverend Jim Mulien
pastors First Free Will Baptist Church, Garland,
Texas. &
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Ten Books
That Influenced
Me Most. ..

minister’s wife, and two pastors to send us a list of

the 10 books that influenced them most.

We only placed one restriction on them-—the list of
10 books had to exclude the Bible. The reason is, we
assumed the Bible would be first on every list if we didn’t.

The result is 50 books (or sets of books) from five
viewpoints that influenced some very nice people. If you're
still in the market for some Christmas shopping, you may
wish to select one or more of the volumes as a gift.

S everal months ago we asked two retired ministers, a

Reverend Ralph L. Staten
Retired Minister, Age 72
Knoxville, Tennessee

1. Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance
By James Strong
2. Halley's Bible Handbook
By Henry H. Halley
3. A Harmony of the Gospels
By A. T. Robertson
4. Clarke’s Commentary (6 Volumes)
By Adam Clarke
5. Dictionary of the Bible
By James Hastings
6. Handfuls on Purpose
By James Smith and Robert Lee
7. Systematic Theology
By J. J. Butler and Ransom Dunn
8. Brief History of the Liberal Baptist People
By G. W, Million and G. A. Barrett

9.
10,

The Christian Church and Its Institutions
By A. D, Williams

God'’s Prophetic Word

By Foy E. Wallace

Reverend William J. Mishler
Retired Minister, Age 67
Johnston City, Illinois

. How To Work for Christ

By R. A. Torrey

. Peloubet’s Bible Dictionary

By F. N. Peloubet

. The Pastor in Profile

By Adolph Bedsole

. Unger’s Bible Handbook

By Merrill F. Unger

. Cruden’s Complete Concordance
. Pastoral Theology

By A. Vinet

. The Christian Pastor

By Wayne E. QOates

e e e e




8. H. A. Ironside Commentaries on the Bible
By H. A. Ironside
9, A Minister’s Obstacles
By Ralph G. Turnbull
10. frwin’s Bible Commentary
By C. H. Irwin

June R. Critcher, Minister’s Wife
Nashville, Tennessee

1. In the Arena of Faith
By Erich Sauer

2. Praise and Worship in Earth as in Heauven
By Anne Murchison

3. The Practice of the Presence of God
By Brother Lawrence

4. Alone with God
By Campbell McAlpine

5. The Pursuit of God
By A. W. Tozer

6. Destined for the Throne
By Paul E. Billheimer

7. Celebration of Discipline
By Richard J. Foster

8. Improving Your Serve
By Charles R. Swindoll

9, Disciplines of the Beautiful Woman
By Anne Ortlund

10. The God You Can Know

By Dan DeHaan

Reverend Floyd Wolfenbarger, Pastor
First Free Will Baptist Church
Russellville, Arkansas

1. Purity of Heart
By Soren Kierkegaard

10.

10.

. The Suffering Savior

By F. W, Krummacher

. Trial and Death of Jesus

By James Stalker

. The Keswick Week (published annually)

By H. S, Stevenson

. How To Deuvelop Deep Unity in the Marriage

Relationship
By Wayne Mack

. George Morrison Library {7 volumes)

By George H. Morrison

. Our Lord Prays for His Own

By Marcus Rainsford

. Man’s Search for Meaning

By Viktor Frankle

. God Tells the Man Who Cares

By A. W. Tozer
A Serious Call to a Devout and Holy Life
By William Law

Reverend Randy Cox, Pastor
First Free Will Baptist Church
Raleigh, North Carolina

. Prayer—Asking and Receiving

By John R, Rice

. Born Crucified

By L. E. Maxwell

. Hearts Afire

By Vance Havner

. Why Revival Tarries

By Leonard Ravenhill

. Through Gates of Splendor

By Elizabeth Elliot

. How to Carry Qut God'’s Stewardship Plan

By Truman Dollar

. The Hyles Church Manual

By Jack Hyles

. The Book of the Revelation

By Lehman Strauss

. St. Paul’s Epistle to the Romans

By W. H. Griffith Thomas
The Pastor In Profile
By Adolph Bedsole
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FREE WILL BAPTIST

newsfront

KENTUCKY CONGREGATION BURNS $35,000 MORTGAGE

GLASGOW, KY—Burning the 15-
year-old mortgage highlighted home-
coming services at First Free Will
Baptist Church, Glasgow, in Septem-
ber, according to Pastor Tim Hall.

Former pastors Eugene Workman
(1964-1966) and William Johnson
(1971.1976) assisted Reverend Hall
during the special services. Johnson
preached the homecoming message.

The church had secured a $35,000
bond program in 1968 through Execu-
tive Church Bonds. Although final
payment on the bond program was
completed earlier this year, the con-
gregation waited until homecorming
activities to commemorate the mile-
stone,

Plans are underway to erect a two-
story educational unit. The church
was organized 2(} years ago, and called
Eugene Workman as first pastor.

Under Workman’s leadership, the
church secured a two-acre tract in a
developing subdivision in 1965. The
building was completed in 1969 while
George Crisp was pastor.

Membership stands at 179, with an
average Sunday School attendance of
150.

‘TRIBUTE TO DEACONS’ KEYS FOUNDERS’ DAY FESTIVITIES IN ARKANSAS

RUSSELLVILLE, AR—First Free Will
Baptist Church, Russellville, cele-
brated its second annual Founders’
Day in September with a special tribute
to deacons, according to Pastor Floyd
Wolfenbarger,

Three former deacons who have
since entered the ministry, returned to
preach during the 1983 Founders’ Day
activities. The three—Reverends
Clarence E. Campbell, Henry Brown,
and Tommy Brashears, preached as
well as paid tribute to Reverend W, S,

Front Row (L ta R): Jay Griffin, Bob Trusty, Collins Lane, Clarence
Campbell, Tommy Brashear, Russell Thomas; Back Row (L to R):
Henry Brown, Duane Williams, Ted Henry, O. A. Mabry.

Isbell (92), the founding pastor.

Dr. Vernon Whaley, Free Will Bap-
tist Bible College professor, provided
special music and conducted the choir
to highlight the services. He had
worked with the choir for much of the
previous week in a “choir revival,”

The grandson of a former deacon
responded to the challenge of the
services and committed himself to the
gospel ministry. John David Harris
preached his first sermon the following
week.

The church gave $10,000 in the
Founders’ Day offering. The offering
was designated to debt retirement;
during the past yvear the church re-
duced its debt from $76,000 to
$13,500.

The church was started September
7, 1949, in a tent. After spending two
winters in the tent, they built their first
building. The current building was
completed in October, 1976.




GEORGIA CHURCH CONDUCTS HERITAGE REVIVAL

ALBANY, GA—First Free Wili Baptist
Church celebrated 32 vears in the city
of Albany with a six-day heritage revivai
September 26-October 2, according
to Pastor Steven R. Hasty.,

Five ministers, including two former
pastors, spoke during the church-wide
meetings. Pastor Hasty and the mem-
bers prepared a 37-page historical
resume’ for the occasion,

Free Will Baptist Executive Secre-
tary Melvin Worthington, a former
pastor, preached twice on the sub-
jects, “Free Will Baptists Today” and
“Free Will Baptists Tomeorrow,”

Former Free Will Baptist Bibie Cal-
lege President L. C. Johnson spoke on
“Free Wili Baptists—The Last 40
Years.” North Carolina pastor George
Lee, also a former pastor at First
Church, spoke on “The Church in

Our Community.”

Georgia ministers Damon Dodd and
Ralph Lightsey completed the heritage
revival series by speaking on “Georgia
Free Wili Baptists-—The Last 40 Years”
and “Georgia’s Religious Heritage” re-
spectively.

First FWB Church was organized
in 1951, Nine ministers have pastored
the church during the past three dec-
ades: Adam Scott, H. L. Knighton, W.
S. Driggers, George Lee, Charles
Hollingshead, Melvin Worthington,
Eddie Riddick, Fred Warner, and cur-
rent Pastor Steven Hasty.

The church began in an enthusiastic
two-week tent revival in August 1951
with Reverend Damon Dodd preach-
ing. Seventeen charter members joined
the church during the organizational
meeting in September of that year.

Georgia Pastors Damon Dodd (1) and Steven
Hasty. {Photo: Kennith Crabtree}

SUNDAY SCHOOL QUARTERLIES IMPROVED

NASHVILLE, TN—Two adult publica-
tions, Bible Scholar and Bible Teacher,
have been remodeled and beefed up in
content, according to Roger Reeds,
general director of the Sunday School
and Church Training Department.
The Bible Teacher and Scholar are
now printed in double columns for
ease of reading and to prevent eye
fatigue. The Bible Teacher lists sug-
gested aims for the teacher. The appli-
cations, illustrations, and conclusions
are more relevant and helpful. In addi-

tion, the scripture is printed preceding
the exposition for easier understand-
ing.

The lesson title and outline are
arranged so that they may be cut from
the book without destroying or sepa-
rating any of the commentary.

The Bible Scholar, beginning with
the Winter Quarter, 1983, has three
suggested lesson aims for the student.
One for the head, another for the
heart, and the third for the hands. A
practical application for each main

point of the lesson is set off by a
screen.

Near the end of the quarterly is a
review of the quarter’s study. The
review is in the form of questions,
multiple choice, fill in the blanks, true
and false statements, etc.

A vocabulary and pronunciation
guide is included which wili list unusual
or difficult words from the Bible pas-
sage under study. A brief definition of
each word is given.

FWBBC STUDENTS’' TREK FOR MISSIONS NETS $2700

NASHVILLE, TN—Thirty-five Free
Will Baptist Bible College students
and faculty participated in a 10-mile
walk-a-thon for foreign missions in
September.

The group raised more than $2,700
for foreign missionaries whose ac-
counts were in the red. Participants
tramped through the hilly terrain of
Percy Warner Park.

Walk-a-Thon organizers recognized
the top three fund raisers in a special
chapel service~Marsha Howell, ajun-

jor from Wilson, NC; Paula Onica, a

sophomore from Royal Oak, ML; and
FWBBC Librarian Lorene Francen.
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newsfront

(continued)

INTERNAL REVENUE DELAYS RULING

NASHVILLE, TN—The Internal Rev-
enue Service has delayed the applica-
tion of Internal Revenue Ruling num-
ber 83-3 until December 31, 1984,

The Ruling states that a minister
who includes real estate taxes and
interest on a home mortgage to justify
a parscnage allowance exclusion, may
not deduct these items separately in
the 1040 Form.

The Ruling was to have been effec-
tive June 30, 1983,

This delay applies for ministers who

owned and cccupied their homes be-
fore January 3, 1983. Others, who
bought homes after January 2, 1983,
will not be allowed to deduct mortgage
interest and real estate property taxes,
if used to justify a parsonage allow-
ance.,

However, a limited deduction for
mortgage interest and real estate prop-
erty taxes is allowable if the minister
actuatly spends more than the desig-
nated parsonage allowance.

Revenue Ruling 83-3 will apply to all

ministers starting in 1985, unless IRS
extends the effective date or Congress
rescinds the Ruling.

Ruling83-3 does not change parson-
age allowance or repeal Section 107 of
the Internal Revenue Code. Mortgage
interest and real estate property taxes
are still to be included in the parsonage
allowance exciusion.

TheRulingis related only to the use
of these two items as “deductions’ on
the 1040 Form.

@
Seventh Annual

Writers’ Contest

Sponsored By
Randall House Publications

Seven Categories

1—Exegesis/Sermon  4—Tract

2-—Short Story 5-—Play/Skit

3-Poetry 6—Book
7—Art/Visual

Entry Deadline—March 15,
1984
Registration Fee—$10.00

Awards

Write For Rules Of Entry To:

Rev. Harrold D. Harrison, Writers’
Contest Director, P.O. Box 17306,
Nashville, Tennessee 37217

SOCIAL SECURITY CHANGES

NASHVILLE, TN--Effective January
1,1984, churches and other non-profit
organizations will be required to with-
hold and pay social security {FICA)
taxes on wages paid to non-ordained
employees who earn $50 or more a
quarter.

By January 1, 1984, all churches
with employees, part or full-time, other
than ordained ministers, should have
an Employer Identification Number
from Internal Revenue Service. Appli-
cation should be made on Form §§-4.

Along with the Employer Identifica-
tion Number, IRS furnishes forms,
reports and information on procedures
for withholding and paying social se-
curity taxes.

Ordained ministers continue to be
treated as “self-employed” by the IRS
for social security purposes. However,
the latest social security changes for
1984 require ministers to pay a net tax
rate of 11.3 percent an increase of 1.95
over 1983 taxes. The gross tax rate is
actually 14 percent butisreduced by a
2.7 percent tax credit for 1984.

As in past years, the church cannot
pay social security taxes directly to the
government for the minister. Most
churches give meoney directly to the
minister to cover all or part of his
social security taxes. Money given for
taxes is subject to both income and
social security taxes.
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Currently ... :

The sanctuary at Cofer's Chapel
FWB Church, Nashville, TN, was
named the John L. Welch Auditorium on
September 14, according fo Pastor Gene
Qutland. This tribute was chosen by
members as a memorial to Reverend Weich
who served 46 years as pastor at Cofer’s
Chapel. In semi-retirement since 1962,
Brother Welch was 94 when he died in
July.

Pastor Mircheal Jones of Shiloh
FWB Church, Bratt, FL, helped the
congregation dedicate a new baptistry by
baptizing three people. The church has
also begun an extensive tape ministry.

Members of the Fawn Grove FWB
Church, Mantachie, MS, completed a
building and remodeling program in prepa-
ration for its 50th anniversary this fall.
Pastor Phil Davis led the group in re-
modeling existing Sunday School rooms
and fellowship hall in addition to building
three new Sunday School rooms.

President Bob Shockey says the
Bethel Bible Institute resumed its fall
teaching program by scheduling institutes
in five locations in Kentucky and West
Virginia. Institute classes are being con-
ducted in temporary locations since the
Bethel Bible Institute trustees voted to seli
the property near Paintsville, KY.

Canadian FWB pastor Fred Hanson
was the only person present to voice
opposition to a local restaurant’s liquor
license application in Hartland, Canada.
Even though his effort to thwart the liquor
trade was unsuccessful, Pastor Hanson
said, “If this business feels it wants the
liquor business, it apparently doesn’t need
my business.” Hanson pastors Upper
Brighton FWB Church.

The Puritan FWB Church, Ham-
den, OH, took a giant step of faith this fall
by voting that Pastor Arnold Pollard
assume full-time pastoral responsibilities at
the church. Pastor Polland has worked at
the Kenworth Truck Company in Chilli-
cathe, OH, for nine years in addition to
keeping up his duties with the Puritan
Church.

Members of Victory Hill FWB
Church, Norwoed, MO, conducted
dedication services for a new building,
according to pastor Troy Burney.
Former pastor John Williams preached
the dedicatory message. Arthur Lund
gave a brief history of the church and a
concise report concerning the construc-
tion project. Missouri State Executive Sec-
retary Clarence Burton prayed the
prayer of dedication.

Pastor Ed Kennedy reports 11 con-
versions and seven baptisms at Island
Road FWEB Church, Grafton, OH.

Members of First FWB Church,
Ardmore, OK, made the final payment
on the church parsonage and then sur-
prised Pastor Earl Scroggins with a
quarter of beef and a $75 gift,

There were 10 conversions in a revival
at Pleasant Hill FWB Church, Dela-
ware, OH. Lucien Baker pastors.

And congratulations to First FWB
Church, Hartsville, SC. The congre-
gation has assumed full-time responsibiii-
ties for pastor Rudy Woods who has
served the church for five years. Chuck
Felkel presented the church with a new
sign o celebrate the new beginning.

The Woman’'s Auxiliary at First FWB
Church, Moore, OK, surprised Pastor
Dan Farmer with a money tree that, at
last count, had produced a crop of $180.

Peace FWB Church, Spartan-
burg, SC, dedicated a 3200-square foot
fellowship building, according to Pastor
Johnny Bullman. The 60-day project
was completed at a cost of $38,000. The
fellowship building is carpeted and also has
central heat and air. Part of the dedication
festivities included a five-hour live broad-
cast over the 100,000 watt Christian Radic
Station, WAGI FM, Gaffney, SC.

The fifth annual convention of the
Southeastern Association of Church
Schoois met October3-5 at Trinity FWB
Church, Greenville, NC,

Wildwood FWB Church, Nichols,
SC, expectstobeinanew building by the
end of the year, according to Pastor Larry
Bell. The groupis nearing completion of a
2,050-square foot facility which includes
three classrooms, two offices, and an audi-
torium. Construction began in May with
the congregation doing the work.

Sixteen people stepped forward to be-
come charter members of a new Free Will
Baptist Church in Bourbon, Missouri
on August 13, The group is led by acting
pastor, O. D. Matthews.

A couple from Puerto Rico who were
visiting in the Norfoik, Virginia area heard
the radio broadcast of Heritage FWB
Church, Williamsburg, VA, After
hearing the Saturday broadcast, the couple
accepted the invitation to attend Sunday
services. They came, heard the message,
responded to the invitation, and were
saved. Dennis Wiggs pastors.

Members of First FWB Church,
Russellville, AR, presented Pastor
Flovd Wolfenbarger with a gift of §100
during pastor appreciation day activities.

CONTACT welcomes THE ALABAMA
FWB YOUTH DIGEST, a publication dedi-
cated to the youth of Alabama and those
who guide them.

Pastor Joe Grimmett reports 175 in
attendance on Sunday evening at First
FWB Church, Tuscon, AZ. He said
this was 35 more than Sunday morning
attendance.

The Vacation Bible School offering at
Chesitnut Hill FWB Church, Big
Island, VA, was given to support Home
Missionary Vergel Maness. Herbert
Bennett pastors.

Raccoon FWB Church, Greenup,
KY, reports 58 conversions and baptisms
during two revival meetings this vear.
Members purchased a 14 x 70-foot maobile
home for Pastor Johnsey G. Collins
iil.

After seven years as pastor at Oak
Grove FWB Church, Lake Village,
AR, Paul Payne has led in a growth
surge that pushed attendance from an
average of 33 to 180, with an additional 65
average in Junior Church worship. The
churchincludes a bus ministry, jail ministry,
and projects plans for the possible opening
of a Christian school in 1984. The 6500-
square foot church, valued at $225,000 is
debt free. &
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Green Tree Bible Study

Robert E. Picirili

Il Peter 3:1-9

Scoffers and the
Dav of the Lord

Il along, Peter has been making
A passing references to the day

of the Lord {1:19; 2:3, 9). Now
he comes to the subject in earnest.

The Purpose of This Epistle is first
mentioned briefly {(vv. 1, 2). Peter
desired that his readers have a written
means of keeping in mind and memeoery
the teachings of the prophets and the
apostles {compare 1:13-15)., As we
shall see, he was thinking especially of
teachings about the day of the Lord.

The Rise of Scoffers is promised
(vv.3,4). “The promise of His coming”
means His promised coming this is
the truth that will be mocked. Why?
Because they “proceed after their own
lusts.” People who want to live in
fleshly indulgence find it more com-
fortable to deny the coming of the
Lord.

They find encouragement in noting
that things haven't changed so far.
“Our forefathers always talked of His
coming, and they've ail died,” they
taugh, “so where is He? Furthermare,

nothing's changed since creation! Why
should we expect some strange inter-
vention from heaven?”

The Facts Ignored are given (wv.
5-7). The mockers are wilfully ignoring
two things: (1) that the former world,
existing by the Word of God, perished
in the flood; and (2) that the present
world is likewise reserved, by the
Word of God, for destruction—only
this time by fire.

Note the contrast, literally, between
“the then world” and “the now world.”
The former heavens and earth, created
by the word of God (v. 5}, perished in
the flood (v. 6}. The present heavens
and earth will perish by fire in the day
of the Lord.

This certainly appears to indicate
that there were drastic changes in the
order of the “cosmos” (Greek for
“world” = kosmos) at the time of the
flood—a point not considered in many
modern scientific theories.

The Reason for Delay is stated (vv.
8, 9). Mockers might ask: Why, then,
has He not returned? Peter gives us a
two-fold answer. First, God’s timing is
not man’s {(v. 8 compare Ps. 90:4).
What we might plan for a day might
take a thousand years in His schedule,

or vice-versa. God is not plagued by
man’s impatience or procrastination,
Indeed, He can make a promise and
take millennia to bring it to pass.

Second, the reason for the delay is
God's longsuffering. Note that delay is
not denied, only delay as men experi-
ence it. When we delay, it may mean
we have forgotten or are unable to
perform. Not so with God: Jesus tar-
ries because God does not desire that
any perish.

Of course, this contradicts consis-
tent Calvinism, where there are the
non-elect whose salvation God has
never desired. But if He desires that all
be saved, why are some lost? Because,
first, it is His will that they be free,
personal, moral, responsible—and
make their choices unforced by Him,

So He holds back the day of judg-
ment yet a little longer, that men may
have opportunity to repent, What folly,
then, that the very ones He waits for
include those who mock the promise
of His coming, “despising the riches of
his goodness and forbearance and
longsuffering” (Rom. 2:4}1

Tarry or not, the day of the Lord will
come (v. 10}. We must not let the wait
lull us into disbelief or indifference. &



The Free Will Baptist Pulpit

== .‘ Larry Hampton, Manager, Editorial Division

Sunday School and Church Training Department

A Matter Of Priorities

Matthew 6:24-33

INTRODUCTION

0. J. Simpson met Jim Brown when O. J. was a little boy.
He told the Cleveland Browns star he had all his records posted
on his wall. Brown, used to beina idolized, paid littie attention to
his youthful admirer’s comments untit he said, “I know all your
records by heart, And, Mr. Brown, I’'m going to beat every one of
them.”

He did, too. Football record books reveal the fulfillment of
Simpson’s prediction. For O. J. Simpson, football had priority.
To be more precise, excelling in football was his top priority.

What has priority in your life? Every man must decide
whether to live for God or mammon.

1. To give first place to the things of this world is to sin against
God.
A. To give first place to material things is to conform to the
practices of the world {verse 32a).
B. Anxiety over material goods reveals a lack of faith {verse
30).
C. Failure to serve Christ indicates hatred for Him (verse
243,
II. Christ demands first place in one’s life.
A Orne is to pay constant attention to spiritual matters
(verse 33a).
B. Inseeking God's kingdom, one is to seek the character of
its King (verse 33b),

iIl. Faith in Jesus Christ leaves no room for doubt concerning
His providential care.
A. God has commanded believers not to be anxious about
physical needs (verses 25, 31).

B. God knows His children’s needs {verse 32b).
C. As God cares for His other creations, so also will He care
for us {verses 26, 28, 30).
D. Believers have God's promise that He will meet their
needs (verse 33).
CONCLUSION

There was once a ruler who offered to grant a young man
any wish he might make. His was not an easy choice for he
wanted many things. Finally, he realized how to gain the position
and prestige he sought. He rightly perceived that if he asked to
have the princess for his wife all these things would be his.
Therefore, the young man wisely requested the king's daughter
as his bride.

You too have a decision to make. You can choose to give
priority to worldly goods or Christ’s kingdom. To choose Christ's
kingdom is to assume His character and to enjoy His provision of
all your needs. You cannot serve God and mammon. One must
have priority—which will it be? A
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ON LITTLE LANES

BY DONNA MAYO

Forgiving

and For Giving

ights twinkled, carols blared

fromioud speakers, store win-

dows decked with elves and
reindeer—the city was dressed for
Christmas. Mrs. Lane hurried along
with other last-minute shoppers.

“T've never been so late with my
Christmas shopping,” she thought. “I
can’t believe that tomorrow is Christ-
mas Eve.”

Mrs. Lane made her last purchase
and hurried toward the parking lot,
She was about to unlock the car when
she felt atug at her arm. She turnedto
see a boy dashing off with her purse.

“Come back here!” she yelled and
started after him. She chased the boy
down one block and was turning into
an alley when she ran headlong into a
policeman, holding the squirming cul-
prit.

“Let me go! Let me go!” yelled the
boy.

“I'll let you go,” said the policeman
firmiy, “if you promise not to run off.”

The youngster quieted down, hung
his head and said, “You aren’t going to
put me in jail are you?"”

“No, Son,” answered the kind offi-
cer. “We just want to ask you a few
questions. First of all,” he said, looking
at Mrs, Lane, “is this your purse?”

“Yes,” said Mrs. Lane panting.
“Thank you.”

“And now,” said the policeman turn-
ing to the boy, “I'm Officer Glen Ellis.
What is your name, young man?”

“Tim,” he answered quietly.
“Timothy Russell.”

Mrs. Lane took a good look at the
boy who snatched her purse. His
pants and shirt were worn and faded.
Longarms dangled from a sweater, his
only protection from the December
cold. Tim was thin as a scarecrow, and
he had huge, sad brown eyes.

“How old are you, Tim?” continued
Officer Ellis.

“Twelve,” he answered, his eyes on
the pavemnent.

Mrs. Lane’s heart went out to the
boy when she realized he was only a
few years older than her twins. “This
could be Marty,” she thought,

“Officer, couldn’t we continue this
somewhere else?” asked Mrs. Lane as

she took off her coat and draped it
over the boy’s shoulders. “Tim is shiv-
ering with cold.”

“Of course,” said the policeman
and ushered them to his car. “We'll
dash down to the station house and
get this settled.”

At the police station Mrs, Lane
called home and asked her husband to
meet her there. Officer Eliis tried to get
more information from Tim, but he
wasn’t too talkative,

“Look, Tim,” said the policeman,
“we're trying to help you. But if you
don’t tell us where you live, we'll have
to keep you here.”

“OK,” Tim sighed. “l guess!’d rather
spend Christmas at the orphanage
than in jail.”

“l should have known,” said Officer
Ellis. “You're the runaway from the
home for boys. We got that call two
days ago.”

“You've been gone two days?” said
Mrs. Lane alarmed. “Where did you
sleep? What did you eat?”

“I managed,” said Tim trying not to
show howtired, hungry, and scared he
was,

Officer Ellis gave Tim a cup of hot
chocolate and said, “I'll call the home.



We'll have to take vou back there.
That is, if vou don’t want to press
charges, Mrs. Lane,”

“Ch no,” answered Mrs. Lane. “]
might have done the same thing if |
hadn’t eaten in two days.”

“¥You were lucky, Tim, to pick such
a fargiving victim, Next time you may
not be so lucky,” said the policeman.

“There won’t be a next time, Sir,”
said Tim meekly. “I knew it was wrong.
I was just hungry.”

Mrs. Lane saw big tears in Tim’s
eyes as Officer Ellis picked up the
phone to call the orphanage. “Wait a
minute, Officer. Does Tim have to go
back to the orphanage? Couldn't he
spend the holidays with us?” offered
Mrs. Lane.

Tim's mouth dropped open in sur-
prise. “You mean you’d let me go
home with you for Christmas after
what [ did?”

“Yes, [ forgiveyou,” said Mrs. Lane
kindly.

Just then Mr. Lane rushed into the
room. “Laura, are you all right? What
are you doing here?”

Mrs. Lane told the story and finished
by saying, “Ijust hate to send him back
to the orphanage to spend Christmas
alt by himseif.”

“It is sad, Honey, but Christmas is
for famities. Do you think it would be
fair to our kids? Besides, he mightbe a
bad influence,” whispered Mr. Lane.

“We’ll just have to be a good influ-
ence on him,” answered Mrs. Lane.
“Our kids need to learn that Christmas
is for sharing.”

“You'reright,” said Mr. Lane. “Let’s
head for home.”

At home the children welcomed
Tim. In no time, they were playing like
old friends. Before bedtime the family
gathered for devotions. “Read the
Christmas story again, Daddy,”
pieaded Megan.

“OK,” said Mr. Lane. There was a
special warmth in the air as, once
again, the children were caught up in
the beauty of the familiar story.

“When they saw the star, they
rejoiced with exceeding great joy. And
when they were come into the house,
they saw the young child with Mary his
mother, and fell down and worshiped
him: and when they had opened their
treasures, they presented unto him
gifts; gold, frankincense, and myrrh.”

“You see, kids, Christrnas is really
for giving,” explained Mr. Lane. “The

Wise Men gave Jesus gifts, and, of
course, God gave the greatest gift
when He gave Jesus to all of us to be
our Savior. It is fun to get, but if you
really want to be happy you have to
give.”

After prayer the children went to
bed. It seemed he had only been
asleep a short while when Tim was
awakened by Marty, “Get up,” said
Marty shaking him. “Areyou ready for
Christmas Eve?”

“I reckon so,” said Tim fearing that
the day would be like any other, But
the breakfast of pancakes and bacon
was just the beginning of a special day.

The children helped Mrs. Lane
decorate Christmas cookies, they
played Christmas records on the ster-
eo, and the weather even cooperated
by spitting snowflakes for them to
catchontheir tongues. And then there
were still presents to take from secret
hiding places and wrap.

Marty took Tim into his room and
locked the door safely behind him.
“Let me show you the neat set of
screwdrivers Megan and [ got Daddy
for Christmas,” he said.

Tim admired the screwdrivers while
Marty began wrapping theminred and
green paper. “Andlook at this necklace
I got for Mama. Do you think she’ll like
it?” continued Marty.

“Sure,” said Tim without much en-
thusiasm.

“Hey, what’s the matter?” asked
Marty, noticing Tim’s disappointment.
“Are you afraid you won’t get anything
for Christmas?”

“No, that’s not it," said Tim quickly.
“Pve already had enough Christmas
by just being here. | just wish [ could
give some too.”

“Don’t worry about that,” said Marty
passing it off. “Nobody expects you
to.”

But Tim did worry about it. He
wanted to do something for these folks
who had been so good to him.

Tim walked to the kitchen where
Mrs. Lane was cooking turkey dinner.,
“Whew,” she said pouring herself a
cup of coffee, “I need a break., No,”
she laughed, “what I really need is a
maid.”

“Don’t you like to cook, Mrs. Lane?”
asked Tim.

"“Yes, [ do enjoy it. It's the clean-up
that I could do without,”

Tim’s eyes brightened. “Y ou've just
given me a great idea,” he said.

“Thanks.” He bounded off to Marty’s
room. Mrs. Lane watched him go with
a puzzled look on her face.

Tim got construction paper, scis-
sors, and glue out of Marty’s desk. For
over an hour he worked on Christmas
cards and gifts for each member of the
Lane family. His gifts were kind acts he
could do for them.

He wrote them on slips of paper,
like .O.U.'s and put them inside the
cards. He would polish shoes for Mr,
Lane, read stories to Jeff, clean
Megan’s room, and wash dishes for
Mrs. L.ane. Now what for Marty? “I
know,” said Tim, “we’ll play footbail all
day.”

The next morning Megan was up
first, “Merry Christmas!” she called.
“Everybody up,” she said as she went
to wake Jeff.

At last they all gathered around the
Christmas tree. The kids tore into
packages with glee.

“Look at Tim,” whispered Mrs. Lane
to her husband. “He’s so excited with
those last minute gifts we found.”

“Wow, thanks,” he said as he
opened a box with a heavy warm
jacket init. “Now, I have something for
all of you.” Tim handed out his cards.
The room was quiet while everybody
read their cards. It was clear that they
were all touched by Tim's simple deed.

A tear came to Mrs, Lane's eye as
she read her card: “I'm going to wash
all the dishes while I'm here. Thank
you for the best Christmas | can
remember. Merry Christmas!”

“Tim, you didn’t have to do this,”
she said.

“ITknow,"” smiled Tim, “but wanted
to give you something for all you've
done for me, Andl didn't have anything
else to give.”

“You gave yourself, Tim, and that's
the best gift of all,” said Mr. Lane.

Mrs. Lane looked at the little orphan
and her heart was warmed as she
remembered those sad eyes that were
now twinkling brighter than the lights
on the tree.

Tim had discovered the real mean-
ing of Christmas—joy truly is found in
giving. 4
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F. F. Bruce, New International Greek
Testament Commentary, Commentary
on Galatians (Grand Rapids: Wm. B.
Eerdmans, 1982, 305 pp., hardback,
$15.95).

he writings of F. F. Bruce, one of

the leading evangelical schotars of
the English-speaking world, reflect
both a high view of the authority of
scripture and a high level of scholar-
ship. In my opinion, this volume is his
finest contribution to the field of New
Testament studies.

Bruce deals effectively in his intro-
ductory chapter with difficulties one
must confront in the study of Galatians.
For example, we are not completely
sure what geographical area Paul had
in mind when he used the term “Gala-
tia.”

He could have meant the area lo-
cated in the northern part of the
Roman province of Galatia; this area

Top Shelf

Thomas Marberry

had been known as “Galatia” for sev-
eral centuries.

[t is also possible that Paul used the
term to describe the southern part of
the Roman province of Galatia, the
area commonly known as Phrygia and
Lycaonia. Bruce prefers the southern
view.

Bruce believes that Galatians is the
earliest of Paul's letters. In his view,
the letter was written to oppose a
particular group within the church
known as “Judaizers.” The Judaizers
taught that salvation included more
than simple faith in Christ; it also
required obedience to certain aspects
of the Jewish law, especially circumci-
sion.

Such an approach was exactly op-
posite of the gospe! which Paul
preached. When he saw the churches
of Galatia being destroyed by this false
teaching, Paul could not keep silent.

This volume is a commentary based
onthe original Greek text of Galatians.,
The purpose of a commentary is to

explain, and Bruce does this in a most
aftractive way.

He does an excellent job explaining
the meanings of Greek terms and
expressions which are used in the
book. At this point, Bruce’s great
command of both classical and Hellen-
istic Greek is readily apparent.

Bruce also explains terms and ex-
pressions found in Galatians in light of
social customs which were found both
among Jewish and Gentile peoples in
the first century. This type explana-
tion helps us to see how first-century
Christians would have understood the
message of the book.

This volume is a significant contribu-
tion to the study of Galatians, It is not,
however, a simple book. It is written
for the serious student.

In order to use this book profitably,
the reader needs some facilities with
Greek and some awareness of current
issues in the field of New Testament
studies. For the reader who has these
tools, this book is a gem. A

OUR
READERS
COMMENT

GO TELL MY SISTERS

I have read the October issue from cover to
cover, and | think this issue to be super.

{ am enciosing my check for $5.00 and am
asking that you mail a copy of this issue to each
of my two sisters.

Carl L. Brown
Lake Butler, Florida

READER DISAGREES WITH
‘BIBLE TRANSLATIONS’ ARTICLE

I just finished reading the October article
“The American Translations” by Marvin
Beculhimer, It seems to me he knows just
encugh about Bibles to make him dangerous.

He recommended about every one as being
good. He just missed the Jehovah Witness New
World Translation and The Book of Mormon. |
don’t know why he didn't recommend them;
they are as good or better than some of the ones
he did endorse.

[ have about six or eight translations in my
study, but I wouidn’t recommend most of them
to anyone. | have never found one that improves
on the King James. | recommend that my
congregation use only the King James.

[ can't imagine anything that would cause
more confusion than trying to teach or preach to
a congregation with 14 different translations of

Bibles.

Reverend Daie Vanderburg, Pastor
Blanchard Free Will Baptist Church
Bianchard, Oklahoma
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