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REVIVAL (From Page 3)

who is not praying is playing; the
people who are not praying are stray-
ing, Prayer changes things.

Consecrated Life

Hezekiah was living right before
God and his fellow man. We can't live
worldly and expect revival.

Burdened Heart

“] have seen thy tears, | have an-
swered thy prayer.”

Bible schools don’t teach “tears.”
They reaily cannot, of course. This is
Spirit-taught.

A preacher, however weighed down
with degrees and doctorates, has not
gotten far unless he knows soul-bitter-
ness over the sin of this day.

A repeated cry of David Livingston
was, “Lord, when will the wounds of
the world's sin be healed?”

The scholarly Andrew Bonar lay on
his bed on a Saturday night in Scotland
and as people below tramped the
streets from the taverns and shows,
he usedto call from his tortured heart:
“QOh, they perish, they perish!”

Many of us know only a slick,
tearless, passionless, soulless round
of preaching, which passes for the
minister’s office these days.

Would you like to have a personal
blessing? Would you like to see a
genuine, old-fashioned, heaven-sent,
sin killing, and Christ-exalting revival?
You can! Just meet God’s conditions!

A

ABQUT THE WRITER: Reverend Richard
Adams pastors East Side Free Will Baptist
Church, Elizabethton, Tennessee, where he
has served 14 years. He is a 1966 graduate of
Free Will Baptist Bible Coilege.

“THEY” Need Revival

By Mae Frv

Revival? Oh, they need it, Lord;
The church is full of sin.
And the preacher isn’t preaching
Like he used to—
way back when,

The people~—

They aren’t heeding
what You have told them, Lord;

In the book that You have left us—
The commandments in Your Word.

There’s gossiping and little things
That just ought not to be;

And the way that they are dressin’
Isn’t right, as You can see.

Visitation . . . it is lagging;

The prayer meeting is a shame;
And people just aren’t regular

In calling on Your name.

The Christians are not witnessing
To others as they should,;

And the choir isn’t singing
Like we all know they could.

Your Word is getting dusty

On the shelves of many here;
And it isn't being studied

Like it ought to be, | fear.

What, Lord, remove the mote?
I don’t know what You mean!

I'm faithful to the church,
However wrong they seem,

Yes, Lord, “they” need revival,
Or perhaps I should say “we.”
There are a few things I could change;
Not many . . . two or three.

Crucified with Christ?
Oh, I am saved, but then . . .
[ don’t quite know the answers
For lost and dying men.

The souls {'ve won?

The victories in overcoming sin?
The mote is getting heavy;

Oh, where do I begin?

Dear Lord, send US revival,
As we're needy, You can see.
Send us a great awakening,
And let it start with me!

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mrs. Mae Fry is a member of
Unity Free Will Baptist Church, Smithfield, North Caro-
lina, where her husband, Malcolm Fry, pastors,
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By Vernon Whaley

erushedto choir practice

and church after our after-

noon naps. A typical Sun-
day night,

I glanced across the auditorium and
saw that others had the same problem—
a little sleepy, hurried and glad to sit
for a while.

Just then my two grade schoolers,
Jeremy and Laurie, captured my at-
tention. They were belting out “Trust
and Obey.” It was somewhat intimidat-
ing since | had always taught them the
importance of singing from within,

Therel sat, bleary-eyed and crabby,
while my children sang the stars down.
1 watched as Laurie, somewhat an-
noyed when Jeremy turned up his

A music professor asks if it is time to

print a new Free Will Baptist hymnal.

volume, carefully held the hymnal with
dignity and sincerity. I thanked God
for my children and the musical herit-
age that was theirs.

The Maroon Book

That maroonbook, Free Will Baptist
Hymn Book (1964), has been around a
long time. The books are found in Free
Wiil Baptist churches from Florida to
Alaska and from California to Maine. [t
is thoroughly denominational, practical
and biblical.

Doctrine is set to shaped-note melo-
dies. Topical indexes and responsive
readings are well conceived. The
hymnal stands as testimony to the
work of Free Will Baptists. [ like that.

And ] want my children to have the
same respect for Free Will Baptist
singing that [ do.

Free Will Baptist Hymn Book (1964)
has been in the pew racks long enough
that when the song leader announces,
“Turntonumber 31,” people closethe
book because they can sing “At Cal-
vary” from memory.

And all of us know the Free Will
Baptist national anthem is number
321, “Amazing Grace.” That “The Old
Account Was Settled” for Free Will
Baptists on page 130.

Our hymnal is 20 years oid this
vear. The last two decades have wit-
nessed couples being married as re-
frains of “Savior Like A Shepherd
Lead Us” were sung from its pages.
Children have scribbled on the flyleaf
and learned the truths of “I Sing the
Mighty Power of God” and “When |
Can Read My Title Clear.”

Time For A Change?

I want the practice of my children
singing from a Free Will Baptist hymnal
to continue. At the same time, [ know
that needs, demands and practices



change. Church music is constantly
changing,

A number of FWB Churches have
switched from FWBHRB (1964) to in-
dependently printed hymnals, That
will not preserve FWB hymnody.

It may be time for a new hymnal.
Bob Mackenzzie, member of the
hymnal committee for the well known
and popular Hymns for the Family of
God, says that the life of a hymnal
should be about 10 years, Our hymnal,
FWBHB (1964} has logged twice that
much service.

A hymn book is arecord of doctrine,
faith, practice, dedication and hope.
Each generation adopts its own hym-
nody as a collection of praise, testi-
mony, honor and adoration to God. A
denomination’s hymnal rises above
pet peeves and hobbyhorses to serve
its people and endear itself to them.

As Free Will Baptists stride toward
the 21st century, we must have a
hymnal that anchors our singing herit-
age, but at the same time meets the
needs of changing generations.

Free Will Baptist hymnody must
span cultures and unify us so that my
children can sing with your children
with the same conviction and stead-
fastness. The warmth in congrega-
tional singing must be preserved and
pointed toward greater efforts in evan-
gelism, edification, trainingand promo-
tion of the denomination.

Focus of
Denominational Unity

The denomination is all-impottant
to the life of the hymnal. Critics may
not approve of it—but we cannot take
our sights off the growth and develop-
ment of the denomination. Traditional-
ly, a hymnal is a significant trend used
to unify and solidify the work of a
denomination.

A 1979 survey sent to 814 Free Will
Baptists revealed that 70 percent of
those responding had a strong interest
in a new hymn book. Further, the
survey indicated that 20 percent do not
feel the present hymnal is meeting
their needs.

If we are to have a hymnal that our
children’s children can use, there is
much serious work that must be done,
now.

Any Free Will Baptist hymnal must
blend styles, cultures and apprecia-

tions within the denominational frame-
work. It should illustrate healthy bal-
ance, Stamps Baxter or Convention
style music cannot be excluded, nor
can the strains of “Like A River Glori-
ous” and “Who is He in Yonder Stall”
be ignored.

That is why the scope of any new
hymnat must transcend personal preju-
dices and include a wide variety of
contemporary songs, youth choruses,
southern gospel, children’s songs,
traditional hymns, gospel hymns and
more.

Every acceptable kind of music must
be considered, and, if possible, utilized.
The growing resource of FWB com-
posers shouid be tapped. Selections
must consistently represent all posi-
tions of denominational doctrine.

Practical Improvements

A new hymnal should be organized
in chapter-like sections, grouping doc-
trine together. A greater number of
hymns emphasizing FWB distinctives
and dates of each known text and tune
should be used. A better binding must
be secured,

The type must be entarged for older
adults. The book could easily be some-
what thicker with music type enlarged
as well{A good producer can do this.).
Clearer type-face is a must, The prac-
tice of using shaped notes could be
continued. An entargement to approxi-
mately 500 hymns is practical.

Appropriate indexes indicating
meter markings, time values, authors,
translators, and composers should be
made available. A companion to the
hymnal should be commissioned and
published at the same time a hymnalis
released.

A companion for Free Will Baptists
should provide invaluable scholarship
to trace the 1797 beginnings of FWB
hymnody through the development of
the new hymnal.

Let’s Do It Now

Most hymnal committees work
three years to develop, print, complete,
and distribute a good hymnal. That
being the case, the 1980's will be more
than half over even if we began working
on a hymnal today.

In my opinion, the National Associa-
tion should immediately assign a com-
mittee the task of compiling a new
hymnal.

This committee or commission
should be representative of all educa-
tional, pastoral, theological, musical
and denominational personnel. They
should aggressively seek to know what
the denomination as a whole wants
and needs in a new hymnal, and then
develop a book accordingly.

In a November 9, 1977, interview
with Robert E. Picirilli, member of the
hymnal committee for FWBHB (1964),
it was learned that the hymnal was
compiled as a “temporary work until
something better and more exhaustive
could be provided.” It is time to stabilize
the temporary work into a more con-
clusive aide for worship.

No one wants to mothball our 1964
hymnal. But needs of an ever changing,
challenging generation beckon us to
provide something better.

QOur children need a hymnal broad
enough in scope to help them envision
our heritage and up-to-date enough
that they can sing from its pages until
the year 2000. We have the opportunity
now to provide them with such a
hymnal. &

ABOUT THE WRITER: Dr. Vernon Whaley is
acting chairman of the music department at
Free Will Baptisi Bible College.
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By Gregory Lewis

he late A. W. Tozer used to

say: “Christians don't tell lies.

They just sing them every
Sunday morning in church.”

A nationally known author and
speaker tells of the time she took her
children out of school for a skiing trip.
She lied about the children’s sickness
in a note to the principal. During the
trip she was overwhelmed by her easy
dishonesty and upon her return home
went straight to the principal and
confessed that she had lied.

The principal said to her: “I have
been receiving notes like yours from
parents for five years and I've been
able to tell which were honest and
which were lies. But you are the first
}oarent to ever come in and admit you
ied.”

We might understand the principal’s
chagrin if he were in charge of a public
school. But he was principal of a
school operated by and for Christians!

Tozer's statement and this parent’s
confession of dishonesty may seem to
be overstating the case when we re-
member that liars shall end up in the
lake of fire (Revelation 21:8). We are
certain this reference to liars is of no
concern for us Christians,

Yet, could we not learn from this
punishment the seriousness of the hell
dishonesty creates, not only in the
existence to come, but in our daily
existences as well?

e must take note that Satan
w is not so much in the crime,
pornography, and war busi-

ness. He feaves much of that for his
angels of darkness. Satan’s chief busi-

A Revolution
Of Honesty

ness is deception and his chief target is
the Church.

Satan does not deal in the obvious.
He deals in the subtle. He appears to
be, not the Arch Deceiver he is, but as
an angel of light (! Corinthians 11:13,
14). As this angel he plants doubt {cf.
Genesis 3:5), twists the scriptures for
his own desires (cf. Matthew 4:6), is
the father of lies (John 8:44), and lays
cunningly devised plans which look
good but which are full of death {II
Corinthians 2:11),

On the contrary, the Word of God
tells us it is “impaossible for God to lie”
(Hebrews 6:18). Thus, we know some-
thing of the character of God, some-
thing of the trust we can place in Him.

One of the Ten Commandments
states that we shall not bear false
witness, A false withess speaks of
dishonesty and lying on the part of our
testimonies concerning others, When
we consider that the Ten Command-
ments are given that we might become
more like the Holy One, then we must
examine our lives in terms of striving
to be more like Him.

God has predestined us to be con-
formed to the image of His Son (Re-
mans 8:29),

Most of us want to believe that we
belong to New Testament and biblical-
ly sound churches. Consider this then,
Ananias and Sapphira were doing al-
most everything right. But on one
point which only God knew about they
failed. They lied to the Holy Spirit.
Therefore, God took them out of the
Churchinorder that the Church might
be pure.

If our pastors were to stand in their
pulpits and declare: “Carry out the
liars!” they might well see whole con-
gregations (even themselves) dropping
dead. But that is the New Testament

Church we want to be like: a Church
that is holy and wholly honest.

We must remember that the Word
of God is written mainly to and for
believers. Hence, we must be admon-
ished and challenged to self-examina-
tion in all that we say and do.

If, in all our Bible studies, religious
programming, and Sunday Schools,
we look at the Bible as enly a means to
find the right doctrines, we are to a
great degree defrauding ourselves. But
if we are seeking and want to grow, we
wilt see the Word of God given also
“for reproof, for correction, for instruc-
tion in righteocusness” (Il Timothy 3:16).

As an example, we must not as-
sume that when Jeremiah says that
the “heart is deceitful above all things
and desperately wicked” (17:9) that
this does not apply to us. Forgiveness
for our deceitful acts is complete, but
the process (sanctification) of rooting
out that deceitful nature is not com-
plete until we are united with Christ.

od hates the “deceitful man”

{Psalm 5:6). Therefore, we

must ask if there is anything of
deceit and dishonesty within us. We as
followers of Jesus Christ must come
to hate what God hates—even if we
find it within ourselves.

We are called to lives of honesty, to
lives which are lived above board, with
all our cards on the table, so to speak.
Paul tells us in Ephesians to have our
“loins girt about with truth” {6:4), A
Christian cannot be equipped with
truth and then lie.

Paul also admonishes us in our
thought life to think on those things
which are “true ... (and} honest ... "
(Philippians 4:8}, To the Romans he
writes: “Do things in such a way that

e o
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HONESTY (From Page 9)

everyone can see you are honest
through and through” (12:17, TLB),

No doubt the chief allegation against
Christians is that we are just a “bunch
of hypocrites,” We may assume that
the nonbeliever is using that remark
only as a means to keep from believing.
But, could there not be some truth to
the remark?

Paul warns Timothy about “speak-
ing lies in hypocrisy” {I Timothy 4:12).
The basis of hypocrisy is that we say
one thing and do another; that is, we
lie about what we are doing when we
offer people platitudes which do not
match our own personal practice.

While we are living in an age of
darkness and untruths, we are also
living in an age of light and truth,
Television and radio broadcasting are
increasingly filled with religious pro-
gramming. Bible studies are flourishing
in people’s homes and churches. Sun-
day Schools are growing. Evangelistic
thrusts stab at the sin and sickness in
our society.

The only question is; are we really
having spiritual revival? We are much
more listeners to the truth, but are our
lives being changed? James chailenges
us to be “doers of the word, and not
hearers only, deceiving your own
selves?” (1:22).

Is it then possible to deceive our-
selves into thinking we are successful
merely because we hear more truth,
though we act fittle upon the truth that
we hear?

With all our techniques and methods
we may conquer for Christ as did the
crusaders conquer Jerusalem, but, if
in the process, we lose the spirit of
honesty and truth and Christ-depend-
ency, then we have not conquered; we
have been conquered.

The honesty question is not about
holding the right doctrines or having
successful techniques which get peo-
ple in our churches (though these are
important in their own respect}. This
issue is not only Christians versus
non-Christians. The issue is Christlike-
ness or non-Christlikeness.

We Christians must be aware of
non-Christlikeness in our thoughts and
deeds. We can claim to be born again
yet fack truth and honesty. We can
hold the right doctrines, yet speak lies
in hypocrisy when we do not live
according to these doctrines.

We can live a damnabie lie when we
beg people to foliow Jesus more that
our programs might be successful than
that people might find a living reality
and a personal Savior.

The worst example of dishonesty in
our lives is in the area of sin. Do we
admit the possibility of sin in our lives
as something that must be dealt with in
order that it might be rermnoved?“ .. . If
we were to say that we enjoyed fellow-
ship with him {God} and still went on
living in darkness, we should be both
telling and living a lie” (I John 1:6,
Phillips}.

“Make me

honest, Lord,
but not now.”

We cannot confess what we deny
exists. Therefore, if we lie to ourselves
about the existence of sin in our lives,
we will never find victory over those
sins.

Augustine once said: “Make me
pure, Lord, but not now.” (He was
mocking himself.} Many of us, to para-
phrase the man, would say, “Make me
honest, Lord, but not now.”

Others, rather than using the pro-
crastination excuse, will blame others
for their defensiveness in living the
way they do in this difficult world.
They do not want to “be taken advan-
tage of.” Paul’s message in the sixth
chapter of First Corinthians is essen-
tially, “Let others defraud, deceive,
dishonor, lie, cheat, or whatever, BUT
NOT YOour

In our call to be like Christ, we are
called to holiness. But holiness is vague
and murky until we apply the specifics
of excellence, scrupulosity, and integ-
rity.

Do we strive for what is best, speak-
ing and living in honesty no matter the

cost? Do we have an overwhelming
desire for what is right, careful, precise,
and exact? We are not speaking of
rules, but of honesty wrapped in grace;
not of rigidity, but of a flowing freedom
which abounds in candor, openness,
and boldness.

How many of us can be open and
frank, not only in our dealings with
others, but in our dealings with others
about ourselves? Here is an example
taken from a letter | received from a
young woman struggling with reality in
her life within an university setting:

... The tears began to flow. | realized
I hadn't ever learned the basics. I couldn’t
accept the fact that anyone could iove
me, especially when they saw the deceit
and pride in my heart. But God wanted
me to be honest with Him. }t was so hard!
The things [ couldn’t admit to myself
certainly couldn’t be admitted to my
Heavenly Father. (He knew my heart
anyway: why should I admit things to
Him?)

Well . .. about two days later | wrote
God a five-page letter, airing my bitter-
ness, complaints, fears, etc. What a
relief! [ could finally come to grips with
myself and with the person | called my
personal God. My relationship with Him
is just beginning to grow.

The world is not looking for perfect
Christians, but it is looking for Chris-
tians who are honest about their weak-
nesses, failures, and sins and who
have found redemption in Christ.

How we could turn back the iniquity,
sin, and unrighteousness of the world
were we to speak the truth about
ourselves for a change, if we were to
be more open with God about our
sins, if we were to hunger for holy and
honest living before God and man in ali
matters of word and deed.

Of the woman who sent me this
letter and whose life and testimony are
still real and growing, many people are
saying: “The law of truth was in her
mouth, and iniquity was not found in
her lips: she walked with me in peace,
and equity, and did turn me away from
iniquity” (cf. Malachi 2:6).

Everything that we genuinely seek,
beit love, revival, someone’s rebirth, a
prodigal’s return, a healing of nations,
will come only when a revolution of
heonesty begins, &

ABOUT THE WRITER: Gregory Lewis is afree
larice writer who resides in Detroit, Michigan.
Heis involved in Muslim outreach in the Detroit

{Tyndale).



Lorene Miley unpacks supplies for the Provision Closet.

The Missionary Provision Closet

By Lorene Miley
ommie, is it true?
You can just take

“M
anything you want

without even paying for it?” the smail
girl questioned as she tugged at her
mother’s dress.

It overwhelmed the mother as well.
“¥Yes, darling, it’s true,” she answered
as she checked off the items on a
specially prepared page: six sets of full-
size sheefs, six towel setfs, two bed-
spreads . ...

Her quantities depended on the
size of her family. Each member is
allowed 4-6 towel sets and 2-3 sheet
sets, A family may take a dozen dish
towels and cloths, Tupperware as
needed, and appliances.

Her collection revealed some items
not usually stocked—a few clothing
items, a fully equipped sewing kit,
cookware, a set of steak knives, and a
home made quilt. Or as one missionary
wife put it, “l found everything ! needed
right down to a potato peeler and ice
pick.”

As her husband helped her pack
the cardboard cartons and load them
in the car, she thought, “Oh my, if we
had to pay for all these things, why it'd
cost. .. " far more than their mission-
ary allowance would permit, she was
certain.

In 1962, Mrs. Eunice Edwards,
WNAC's executive secretary-treas-
urer proposed the need of a supply
center for missionaries. Two years
later the rules and reguiations for
governing the Missionary Provision
Closet were set up and provided for
basic supplies, as layettes, Tupper-
ware, sheets, towels, blankets, Mel-

mac, stainless flatware and pressure
cookers.

In no time at all, it became a popular
corner for returning and departing
missionaries. Now, almost 25 years
later, virtually every missionary ap-
pointed by both the Home and Foreign
Mission Boards have benefitted from
its contents.

The provision closet has never been
an impressive place. Located in the
Free Will Baptist National Offices
building in Nashville, Tennessee, it
occupies a corner of a warehouse with
rows of metal cabinets defining the
boundaries.

Inside these cabinets and crowding
the shelves on the opposite wall com-
prise most of the household items a
missionary needs to pack for the field
or set up furlough housekeeping.
Woman's Auxiliary women across the

—

Bert Tippett
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CLOSET (From Page 11)

nation keep the closet amply stocked
through special projects and regular
provision closet showers,

Based on a four-year term with a
year furlough, missionary candidates
may obtain items from the closet before
teaving for their assigned fields. Those
on furlough may secure necessary
items to set up housekeeping as well
as replenish their supplies any time
before returning to the field.

Many MK’s (Missionary Kids) con-
tinue to benefit from the provision
closet even after they [eave the home
nest. If they attend college, they may
select sheets, towels, and a bedspread
from the closet, as well as a Tupper-
ware container in which to store their
goodies.

No provision is made for the MK
who marries or sets up housekeeping.
However, upon special request and
stock permitting, a few items may be
selected should a need arise.

Her task completed, the missionary
turns to leave. Her minutes in the
closet had turned to hours. When had
she ever enjoyed anything so much!
Because she wanted to leave a good
impression, she heeded the admoni-
tion taped to one of the cabinets:

If you leave me as neat as you found me,
You'll be my favorite missionary.

“Put Dolly back in the box,” the
mother turned to her little girl. “It's
time to go.”

Taking one last look, she thanked
God again for the privilege of being a
missionary. We never give up anything
to serve Him, she thought. He always
gives it back to us in one way or
another. &

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mrs. Lorene Miley is
editor of the Co-Laborer magazine.
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FREE WILL BAPTIST

newsfront

TENNESSEE APPOINTS 1985
STEERING COMMITTEE

KINGSPORT, TN--The Tennessee
Executive Committee reported to dele-
gates at the 46th annual state associa-
tion that four ministers and a layman
had been appointed to the 1985 Na-
tional Convention Steering Committee
to help plan the meeting.

The men include Tennessee Execu-
tive Secretary Raymond Riggs, Mas-
ter’'s Men Director James Vallance,
and three Nashville pastors—Gene
Outland (Cofer’s Chapel FWB
Church), Larry Clyatt (Fellowship
FWB Church), and Jim Walker
{Woodbine FWB Church).

Officials confirmed that more than
400 registered for the November 7-9,
1983, meeting which convened at Fel-
lowship FWB Church, Kingsport.
Nashville Pastor Larry Clyatt was
elected as moderator, succeeding
Elizabethton Pastor Richard Adams.

Ohio-based full-time Evangelist
Calvin Evans keynoted the state meet-
ing Monday evening and also spoke
during the Tuesday Bible Conference.

Fifty-six registered for the Woman's
Auxiliary Convention, Kay(Mrs. Larry)
Hampton of Nashville was elected
president.

Master’'s Men General Director
James Vallance addressed 50 during a
men’s breakfast.

Delegates voted to allocate 30 per-
cent of the Tennessee cooperative
plan funds to national cooperative
plan, with the remaining 70 percent
allocated to state ministries.

OKLAHOMA STATE ASSOCIATION
CELEBRATES 75 YEARS

ADA, OK—More than 600 Oklahoma
Free Wilt Baptists crowded into First
FWB Church, Ada, on October 11-13,
1983, their diamond anniversary as a
state association.

Oklahoma Executive Secretary
Lonnie DaVoult said, “Owver all, this
was the best state meeting we've ever
had. There was a high spirit of unity
and concern. The preaching was Holy
Spirit-anointed. Folks shouted alt over
the building.”

Moderator David Sutton, elected
for a second term at the conclusion of
the session, gaveled the more than 175
ministers, 24 deacons, 59 lay delegates,
and others through three days of busi-
ness and worship.

Delegates approved a proposal from
the Hillsdale FWB College trustees to
build a $690,000 classroom/library
building, stipulating that one-half the
cost be raised in advance. Officials
estimated that construction would be
under way by summer.

A resolution from the First Mission
Association asked delegates to give
consideration to ordaining non-called
individuals who minister as Christian
education and music directors and
other areas as well. Delegates ap-
pointed a committee to study the
proposal and report to the 1984 ses-
sion.

State budgets surpassing $1.6 mil-
lion won approval. The budgets in-
cluded $848,000 for Hilisdale College;
$239,000 for state missions; $418,000
for the state bookstore, and some
$93,000 to operate the state office.

The $300,000 state Cooperative Plan
budget projects retaining 62 percent of
the funds in the state and sending 38
percent to national ministries.

The 1983 theme was “Faith of Our
Fathers.” Foreign Missionary Lonnie
Sparks and three Oklahoma ministers
preached theme-related sermons.
Reverends E. E. Morris, Raiph
Hampton, Sr., and De Arthur Yandell
completed the 75th year preaching
program,

Some 120 ministers attended the
one-day Ministers Conference on
Tuesday preceding the state associa-
tion. Four ministers—Albert Collier,
Ernest Harrison, 5r., Glen Hood, and
Frank Giles—brought messages on
faith received, shared, given, and
passed on to others.

Foreign Missionary Robert Bryan
keynoted the Tuesday state Woman's
Auxiliary meeting. National Director
James Vallance spoke to the state
Master’s Men Monday evening.

The 1984 session will meet October
16-18 at the Muskogee Civic Center.

RADIO-TV COMMISSION MEETS

NASHVILLE, TN—The Free Will Bap-
tist Radio and Television Commission
met October 18-19, 1983, in Nashville,
to discuss plans for pilot programs to
be presented to the National Associa-
tion in 1984 (radio) and 1985 (televi-
sion).

According to Chairman George C.
Lee, the Commission is determined
“to broadcast plainly and powerfully
the Word of God with a view to
winning the lost, strengthening believ-
ers, and encouraging active involve-
ment in Free Will Baptist churches.”

The Commission’s initial budget is
$10,000. Of this sum, $2,000 came
from the Cooperative Plan. All other
funds must be raised by the Commis-
sion,

Garner Free Will Baptist Church,
Garner, North Carclina, made the
first contribution to the denomination’s
media ministry. The congregation, led

by Pastor Luther Sanders, donated
$100 to the Commission.

The Commission sent out a mailing
to all pastors requesting help in under-
writing the budget. Individuals, Sunday
School classes, or churches wishingto
contribute to the Radio-Television
Commission should send their gifts to:

Rev. Larry Hampton
Secretary-Treasurer

Radio and Television Commission
P.O. Box 17306

Nashwille, TN 37217

(L} James Vallance, Larry Hampton, Sandy
Goodfellow, Guy Owens, George Lee
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CALIFORNIA MINISTER OBSERVES 50 YEARS IN MINISTRY

FRESNO, CA—TheReverend Winston
B. Lawiess, former executive secretary
for the California State Association,
was honored on September 28, 1983,
for 50 years in the gospel ministry.

Friends, colleagues, and relatives
met in Memorial Free Will Baptist
Church, Fresno, to pay tribute to
Reverend Lawless’ 50 years as church
ptanter, pastor, editor, executive of-
ficer, and bookstore manager.

Twelve ministers and seven deacons
were among the guests present to
sharein the celebration. The California
State Association and the national
Sunday School and Church Training
Department awarded plaques to the
70-year-oid Lawless for meritorious
service.

Lawless had previously served seven
years as California executive secretary
and seven years on the Sunday School
Board.

Dennis Boyles narrated a “This is
Your Life, Winston Lawless” citing
pastorates, early ministry, marriage,
and significant contributions to the
Free Will Baptist denomination.

Oxnard, California pastor Francis
Boyle spoke following special music
and a tribute dinner on the subject,
“Why Do We Preach The Gospel 50
Years?",

Winston Lawless, an Oklahoma na-
tive, began preaching in 1933, finally
answering the call to preach one night
in a box car between Pueble and
Colorado Springs after struggling with
the call for five years.

He moved his wife and three children
to California in 1948 where he subse-
quently organized a Free Will Baptist
Church in Delano. He pastored three
churches in the next 13 years {1948-
1961) and was then elected as the
state's executive secretary.

In addition to his executive responsi-
bilities, Brother Lawless published the
monthly state paper, The Voice, and
managed the state’s bookstore.

When the bookstore and the execu-
tive secretary duties mushroomed to
such an extent that the two offices had
to be separated in 1968, Lawtiess opted
to manage the bookstore on a full-time
basis. Three years later he purchased
the store when the state association
voted to divest itself of the property,

Since retiring as bookstore manager
in 1976, Reverend Lawless has served
as interim pastor in Free Will Baptist
churches in Seima and Madera.

After hearing letters of tribute read
and hearing testimonies of Reverend
Lawless’ influence for 50 years, his
daughter, Mrs, Virginia Priest, said, “I
have never fully appreciated my herit-
age or my dad’s ministry untit today.”

BIBLE COLLEGE ANNOUNCES SPRING CONFERENCE SPEAKERS

NASHVILLE, TN--An evangelist, two
Free Will Baptist pastors and a Bible
College teacher are scheduled to speak
at Free Will Baptist Bible College’s
42nd annual Bible Conference, March
4-8, accordingto President Charles A,
Thigpen. The speakers are Dr. Monroe
Parker, Reverend Hobart Ashby,
Reverend James Puckett and Reverend
Garnett Reid.

Monroe Parker, an evangelist and
former Christian college president, has
preached more than 1,200 revivals in

Parker

46 states since answering the cali to
preach at age 20. He served eight
years as president of Pillsbury Baptist
College and was Director of Religious
Activities and Assistant to the Presi-
dent at Bob Jones University.

Hobart Ashby has pastored the
First Dayton Free Will Baptist Church
of Dayton, Ohio for 23 years and has
been preaching since 1955. He is a
member of the National Home Mis-
sions Board.

James Puckett is a 1962 graduate of

Puckett

Free Wil Baptist Bible College. He
pastors the growing Southern Qaks
Free Will Baptist Church in Oklahoma
City.

Garnett Reid, a 1977 Bible College
graduate, earned his M.A. at Bob
Jones University before returning to
FWBBC to serve as Director of Chris-
tian Service and teach in the Depart-
ment of Christian Ministries.

The Alumni Association will conduct
its annual meeting dunng the Bible

Conference.

Reid




FORMAL INSTALLATION SERVICE

CONFIRMS PASTORAL CALL FOR NORTH CAROLINA PASTOR

SMITHFIELD, NC—A unique and
historical event at Unity Free Wil}
Baptist Church, Smithfield, on Sep-
tember 25, 1983, formally installed
incoming pastor, Dr. Malcolm C. Fry.

Officials participating in the service
included FWB Executive Secretary
Melvin Worthington, North Carolina
Promotional Director Tom Lilly, In-
terim Pastor Adam Scott, and Pauj
Anderson, puipit committee chair-
man.

The mayor of Smithfield, out-of-
town and state friends and relatives, as
well as members of the congregation
attended the installation activities.

Tom Lilly read the scripture charge
and led in the installation prayer, in
which all ordained ministers and dea-
cons participated. Mr. Anderson gave
the pulpit committee’s report concern-
ing how they secured Dr. Fry. Melvin
Worthington preached the installation
message.

During the hour-long service, the
church choir and Dr. Fry provided
special music.

Dr, Fry was extended a call by the
Unity congregation in April 1983 and
began his ministry there the first Sun-
day of August. The instaliation service
verified what had already been done

personally by members of the congre-
gation and officially as a church.

Mr. Scott served as interim pastor
for 10 months untit the arrival of Dr,
Fry. He brought the invocation and
the benediction during the service. He
now serves as associate pastor.

Following the service, a reception
was held in the Feliowship Building.

Dr. Fry came to Smithfield follow-
ing 12 years in Nashville, Tennessee,
where he had served as director of the
Church Training Department, Na-
tional Youth Conference Director, and
assistant director of the Sunday School
and Church Training Department.

SOUTH CAROLINA STUDENT WINS

NASHVILLE, TN—Mary Kay Donica,
11th grade student at Maranatha
Christian School, Florence, Scuth
Carolina, won first place in the first
annual Young Writers Contest spon-
sored by the Free Will Baptist Press
Association.

The contest was devised by the
Press Association to attract, cultivate,
and encourage young Free Will Baptist
writers.

The contest was open to any Free
Will Baptist youth enroiled in or about
to enter grades 9-12.

‘YOUNG WRITERS CONTEST’

Entries were judged on the basis of
originality, creativity, practical applica-
tion, organization, mechanics, logic
and length, and theme,

Miss Donica’s winning entry, titled
“Convictions On Trial,” is printed in
the January 1984 issue of CONTACT
Magazine.

The first, second, and third place
winners are:

1st Place: “Convictions On Trial”
By Mary Kay Donica
Grade 11
Florence, South Carolina

2nd Place: “My Year in the Free
Will Baptist C.T.S. Com-
petition”
By Regina Gail Lucius
Grade 9
Red Bay, Alabama

3rd Place: Today's Free Will Baptist
Churches”
By Traci Bryant
Grade 11
McMinnville, Tennessee

MISSO

LEBANON, MO—The choir members
at First Free Will Baptist Church,
Lebanon, were presented with new
robes on Sunday, October 25, 1983,
according to Pastor Joe Braddy.

The new robes, a surprise gift, were
purchased by Mrs. Henrietta Garrett
and presented to the churchin memory
of her late husband, Farris Garrett,
who served as a deacon at First
Church.

Music Director Jean Bowman, along
with choir members and the ladies of
the church, heid a buffet dinner in the
church’s fellowship hall in honor of
Mrs. Garrett,

Pastor Braddy presented Mrs.
Garrett with a plaque and expressed
appreciation for the robes,

A distinctive feature of the red on
white robes was the FWB iettering on
the front stole.

URI CHOIR GETS MEMORIAL ROBES
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ALABAMA ELECTS FINANCE COMMITTEE
FOR 1987 NATIONAL. CONVENTION

FLORENCE, AL--Delegates to the
64th Alabama State Association elect-
ed a three-man finance committee to
prepare for the 1987 National Conven-
tion which meets in Birmingham,

The committee members are all
pastors—Richard Cordell, Eugene
Hales, and Dennis Kizzire. Members
will encourage each church to send
$15 each year for the next three years
in order to underwrite expenses.

State Clerk Ray Ritch said that 350
registered for the 1983 state associa-
tion which met November 10-12 at
Florence FWB Church. Registrants
included 96 ministers, 22 deacons, 56
delegates, and 176 visitors.

Seven sermons highlighted the
three-day meeting and Bible Confer-
ence which convened under the asso-
ciation theme, “Precious Things in a
Poltuted World.”

FWB Executive Secretary Melvin
Worthington and six Alabama minis-
ters preached during the meeting—H.
A, Pitts, Tim Hackett, Bobby Peters,
Tom Malone, John Burnham, and
Fred Jones.

The 1984 session meets November
B-10 at Eastside FWB Church in
Dothan.

THIRTY.FIVE BUCKEYES COMPLETE ETTA COURSES

URBANA, OH—Thirty-five Ohians
completed coursework in three Evan-
gelical Teacher Training Association
(ETTA) courses taught at Urbana Free
Will Baptist Church, Urbana, accord-
ing to Pastor Roger Childers.

The six-week classes began Sep-
tember 12, 1983, and ended October
17. Each Monday session was two
hours in length. This was the second
year for ETTA courses to be taught.
The Urbana courses were conducted

under the auspices of the Ohio Bible
Institute in Columbus.

Instructors included Pastor Roger
Childers, his assistant pastor, Bobby
Wiant, and Woodstock FWB Church
Pastor Donald Hix. The men taught
three courses—Teaching Techniques,
Understanding People, and New Tes-
tament Survey. Twenty-one of the 35
students attended the 1982 session.

One student, Mrs, Kim Carroll,
who is an assistant teacher for the

Intermediate Teen class, said, “What |
enjoyed most was the small classes
where [ felt comfortable with all adults
and no distractions. My only regret
was that the classes seemed short and
time flew. I'm looking forward to the
spring ETTA courses.”

Pastor Childers says the group will
offer three more ETTA courses later
this spring. His long-range goal is to
help as many people as possible to
earn the ETTA Preliminary Certificate.

GEORGE KNIGHT, LORENE MILEY TO LEAD 1984 WRITERS’ CONFERENCE

NASHVILLE, TN—Former mission-
ary turned writer Lorene Miley and
veteran editor George W. Knight will
keynote Randall House Publications’
fourth annual Free Will Baptist Writers’
Conference May 11-12, according to
General Director Roger Reeds.

The conference will meet on the
campus of Free Will Baptist Bible
College,

Mrs. Lorene Miley, author of the
recently published I Looked For A
Man . . . And Found One, will lead
seminars as well as serve on a panel
discussion team.

Miley, editor of Co-Laborer Maga-
zine, and her missionary-doctor hus-
band spent 19 years in the African
bush country,

The other half of the guest-speaker
tandem will be experienced rewriter
and author-editor, George W. Knight.
Mr. Knight has five books in print:

Church Bulletin Bits, Wedding Cere-
mony Idea Book, Church Bulletin Bits
#2, Instant Cartoons For Church
Newsletters, and How To Publish A
Church Newsletter.

Knight served eight years as editor
of Home Life magazine {circulation
750,000). He also edited The Deacon
and Proclaim magazines. He presentiy
operates his own Editorial Services
business in Antioch, Tennessee.

The 1984 program format is de-
signed to inspire, inform, and instruct
both beginning and published writers,
editors, and those interested in the
field of Christian journalism.

Pastors, associates, church secre-
taries, and students will benefit by
workshops on Planning and Producing
A Church Newsletter, Using Words
that Flex Their Muscles, Out Of The
Fog and Into The Light, Rewriting
Exercises, and a Panel Discussion and

Forum.

In addition, a “hands-on” demon-
stration of an electronic word proces-
sor will be presented by a representa-
tive of a local corporate firm,

The conference will conclude with a
panel discussion-forum moderated by
Jack Williams, editor of CONTACT
Magazine. Panel members will include
Lorene Miley, George W. Knight, Dr.
Mary Ruth Wisehart {(English professor
at Free Will Baptist Bible College), and
Dr. Charles Hampton (Registrar at
Free Will Baptist Bible College).

A free, descriptive booklet and
workshop guide is available upon re-
quest. Write to Reverend Harrold D.
Harrison, Writers’ Conference Direc-
tor, P.O. Box 17306, Nashville, Ten-
nessee 37217.

High schoel and full-time college
students may attend workshops free,
but must register.
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Plans are underway at First FWB
Church, Fort Smith, AR, to build a
multi-purposelife center, according to Pas-
tor Rupert Pixley. The two-story build-
ing will feature a full size basketball court
on the first floor. Included in the 16,000
square feet space will be offices and shower
facilities. The building will have central
heat and air as well as a kitchen. Seating
capacity will be 500. The congregation
raised $25,000 in mid October as a kick-off
for the project.

First FWB Church, Erwin, TN,
needs a music and youth man, according
to Pastor Howard Messer. The church
is located at 525 Sinasta Road in Erwin.
Interested persons should call the pastor
at (615) 743-6771.

A youth group at Bay FWB Church,
Hartsfield, GA, participated in a mis-
sions walk-a-thon and raised $165. Pastor
Rick Cason said the youngsters watked
a total of six miles.

The final payment on an $85,000 bond
program at First FWB Church, North
Little Rock, AR, was made in Novem-
ber. Pastor Ben Scott noted that during
the years when the church was paying off
the indebtedness, that members consis-
tently supported every phase of denomina-
tional work at the same time. It was of
particular interest to observe that the
church gave more than $81,000 to outside
causes during the time members were
paying off their own $85,000 indebtedness.

Pastor Gordon Sebastian urged
members of Peace FWB Church, Wil-
son, NC, to not let what happened on
Thursday night vistation become unusual.
He had reference to the fact that more
than 100 members were on Thursday night
visitation during September. He encour-
aged members to make this concept a part
of the new pattern of “our growing passion
for the lost.”

Members of First FWB Church,
Jacksonville, AR, cuiminated a 15-year
debt retirement program on QOctober 2
with a mortgage burning ceremony. The
church entered a building program 15
years ago, and after adinner on the ground
on Sunday, October 2, 1983, the group
burned the mortgage at 2:00 p.m. Kevin
Francis pastors.

Pastor Jim Summerson reports an
all time high attendance record of 786 at
Mt. Calvary FWB Church, Hooker-
ton, NC, in October. Sunday School
attendance was 628, with 193 riders on the
churchbuses. Several elected officials were
presentincluding a State Representative, a

district judge, the mayor of the city and
several commissioners. Senator Jesse
Helms sent a congratulatory letter.

The Guin FWB Church, Guin,
AL, sponsored a Southeastern Day in
which the church raised more than $5,000
for Southeastern FWB College.
Richard Cordell pastors.

CONTACT welcomes THE CHAL-
LENGER, publication of Evangelist Irvin
Hyman. Reverend Hyman edits the pub-
lication. He has entered fuli-time evangelism
after serving several years as FWB pastor,
The Hymans are headquartered in Al-
bany, GA.

CONTACT welcomes HI-LIGHT, pub-
lication of First FWB Church, Colum-
bus, MS. The November issue indicated
that the churchis considering a new consti-
tution. Milton Fields pastors.

Shiloh FWB Church, Bristol, VA,
moved into their new auditorium on Octo-
ber 30. Pastor Walter Statzer said that
alarge pulpit Bible was given to the person
who brought the most visitors on that day.

In early 1983, the Bloss Memorial
FWB Church, Arlington, VA, re-
ceived funds in memory of Mrs. Maxine
Payne. At the request of the family, the
funds were designated by the church for
completion of the church parkinglot paving
project. The project was completed in
September. Murray Southwell pastors.

Reverend Byford Campbell is writing
a book tracing the history of the FWB
movement in Hlinois. Brother Campbell
invites anyone having information concern-
ing Minois churches, both existent and
non-existent to write him at P.O. Box 36,
Ina, IL 62846,

Jim Cox, director of Camp Caleb
in Paintsville, KY, said that during six
weeks of camp in 1983, workers witnessed
the conversions of 100 young people. Mr.
Cox said that with the completion of the
camp dining hall, officials expected the
camp to be open 10 weeks in 1984, When
the Camp Caleb five year master plan is
completed, the facility will be able to handle
campers 52 weeks a year.

Bobbie Smith, church reporter from
Stoney Hill FWB Church, Glenn-
ville, GA, says the church had been
praying for the funds to be able to purchase
a bus. And now for the good news—a
neighboring Missionary Baptist church
had a bus for sale. However, instead of
selling the bus to the Stoney Hill congrega-
tion, the Missionary Baptist group gave the
bus to them!

The Lyons FWB Church, Lvons,
GA, reports 14 conversions, 13 baptisms
and 22 new members added to the church.
Pastor Len Blanchard said the congre-
gation also conducted an unusual service

in which all married couples took partin a
ceremony which reaffirmed their vows to
each other,

Members of First FWB Church,
Winter Haven, FL, participated in a
waik-a-thon to raise funds for a new mission
workin St. Petersburg, FL. Pastor Harvey
Hill said that members of First Church
raised more than $700 which combined
with members from other churches to
exceed $2,000 for the project.

The Fulton Bible Institute, meets
in Fulton FWB Church, Fulton, MS,
with 26 in attendance, according to Pastor
Bill Van Winkle.

The Sunday Schoot Board of the Ar-
kansas State Association sponsored two
workshops during November featuring
Pastor Larry Russell from Baton
Rouge, LA. The workshops included
sessions concerning children’s church min-
istry, busing, and the Christian Day School.
The seminars met at First FWB Church,
Russeliville and Bethlehem FWB
Church, Van Buren.

The Oklahoma Department of Human
Services has given Westgate FWB
Church, Shawnee, OK, permission to
enrotl 30 children in their day care program.
Seven people in addition to Pastor Delbext
Akin, who serves as director, make up
the staff for the center. The facility can
eventually handie up to 40 children with
additional staff and equipment.

There’s good news from Bratt, FL.
Pastor Mircheal Jones reports that
money does grow on trees after all. The
Shiloh FWB Church surprised Pastor
and Mrs, Jones with an ice cream supper
and then presented them with a money
tree blooming with $457.

The Pension Fund of the Board of
Retirement of the National Association
of Free Will Baptists, loaned more than
$882,000 to 23 FWB churches for building
an expansion program during the past 12
months. Nine mission churches received
$338,000 in loans. Director Herman
Hersey says, “The money in our pension
fund is doing doubie duty. We are holding it
in trust for our missionaries, pastors and
denominational employees until needed at
death, disability or retirement. Inthe mean-
time, we are investing it in loans to our
churches,”

Oklahoma Home Missionary Pastor
David Archer says Faith FWB
Church, Glenpool, OK, conducted a
successful tent revival in October with an
attendance of 83 nightly. The Tuisa Area
Quarterly Meeting of the First Mission
Association invited Pastor Archer to speak
at their annual missions conference and
raised more than $3,300 for the Glenpool
building needs. 4



Green Tree Bible Study

Robert E. Picirilli

11 Peter 3:10-18

The Present Effects
Of Future Facts

n the Bible, knowledge doesn’t

exist just for its own sake. Knowl-

edge makes a difference in our
attitudes and behavior.

The Future Facts (v. 10-13)
have two sides. ‘

First, the present heavens and earth
will experience a threefold destruction:
the heavens shall pass away with a
great noise, being dissolved in fire {(vv.
10, 12); the elements shall meit with
fervent heat (wv. 10, 12); the earth,
with all the works of man located
there, will be consumed in the fire (v.
109,

“The elements” {Greek, stoicheia)
means the basic things, Probably Peter
means the basic building blocks of the
physical universe. In our day, that
suggests the basic atomic elements.

We have discovered, in experiments
with nuclear fission, that the release of
the energy in the atoms produces a
holocaust that can only be described
as fire. Even man can do that: how
much more our God who holds it all

together by the word of His power!

Second, there will be new heavens
and a new earth (v. 13). We are not
given much description, except for
one important thing which by itself is
enough: rightecusness dwells there.

The Present Effects of knowing
these facts (vv, 11-14) are introduced
with a heartsearching question. “See-
ing that all these things (heavens,
elements, earth) shall be dissolved,
what manner of persons ought ye to
be?” {v. 11). If the cosmos is going up
in flames, we are fools to waste our
lives on it.

“Moly conversation and godliness”
{v. 11). Actually, the words (in Greek)
are plural; holy ways of living and
godly/pious deeds.

“Looking for and hasting unto the
coming of the day of God” (v. 12).
“Looking for” is expectancy: the word
is repeated three times {vv, 12, 13, 14},
like a hammer driving home a nail.
“Hasting unto” is eagerness.

“Diligent to be found by Him in
peace, without spot and blameless” (v.
14}, Spotless means without anything
that stains or shows corruption; blame-
less means without any just cause for

finding fault, Remember: righteous-
ness inhabits the new heavens and
earth.

The Method of Preparation
(vv. 15-18) includes three things.

One—take advantage of the Lord’s
iongsuffering (v. 15). For the careless
servant in Matthew 24:48, delay was
his undoing; for us, the testing of delay
should be seen as opportunity to be
even readier to meet Him,

Two—guard against falling {v. 17).
Negatives are important too, and we
must stay on guard lest we allow the
error of those who live out from under
the law of Ged to lead us astray and we
should fall from the established state
we have at present.

Three—grow in grace (v. 18). Peter
has now come full cycle, closing his
tetter with the same exhortation he
opened with (cf. 1:5-7). The only sure
way to avoid falling, the only sure way
to take full advantage of the Lord's
long suffering is to grow in grace.

Our spiritual development will pro-
duce in us a work that will endure—
unlike the cosmos that is consumed by
fire—and equip us to stand before the
Lord with confidence. 4
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