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PULLED THEPLUG (From Page 3)

to go cold turkey or cold TV, if you
please!

D-Day Arrives

My husband and I made the decision
and announced it to the boys. After
the initial shock, they accepted it as
they would any declared famine in the
land. They began storingup in prepara-
tion for the dreaded days ahead. D-
day arrived and we pulled the plug.

At our family altar that first morning,
we all asked (pleaded) for God’s help.
It was not going to be an easy week,
but we were excited at the possibiti-
ties.

The older boys left for school, my
pastor-husband for the office, and reai-
ity hit our four-year-old. No Sesame

Street! What a bummer! 1 tackled
mounds of dirty faundry as he moped
on the sofa. I enjoyed the quietness,
but he, weli, he felt absolutely lost
without Bert and Ernie.

However, with a little coaxing, he
discovered some old toys and books,
and before long was engrossed in a
little boy’s world of make-believe. The
two of us laughed and played together
more than we had in months. He didn’t
fully understand what was going on,
but to my surprise, he never asked to
have the television turned on,

That afternoon the boys returned
from school, beliowed about with-
drawal pain, and proceeded to organ-
ize a football game in the back yard.
The younger ones even got positions
on the teams.

They romped unti! dinner, and the
climate around the dinner table was

I Can Hardly Wait!

By Floyd Wolfenbarger

since, as a 10-year-old boy, I first
participated in the Lord’s Supper.

My mother had made the funny
looking flat bread for the service. It
looked more like a big brown soda
cracker than bread to me. We loaded
into the car to get to church early.

I watched as Dad and the other
deacons filled the cups with grape
juice and broke the bread into three
large pieces. They covered the com.
munionware with a white linen cloth.

That night two preachers preached.
One told how Jesus had instituted the
Lord’s supper in the upper room on
the very night He was betrayed by
Judas and by the chief priests.

| listened as he told how Jesus
called the bread “His broken body”
and the cup “His sin-forgiving blood.” ]
remember being glad He had forgiven
my sins just one week before.

The second preacher told how Jesus
showed His love as He washed the

I t's been nearly a quarter century

disciples’ feet. He reminded us that
anyone who wouldn’t do the same
must think he is better than Jesus. As
for me, I could hardly wait.

After a time of united prayer, the
deacons broke the bread into smaller
pieces. My dad said, “Son, whenever
you take this bread, remember the
Lord’s body was broken for you.”

[ could hardly swallow because the
thought of Christ’s death lodged in my
throat. Another deacon gave me a cup
and reminded me that only through
the shedding of blood were my sins
forgiven.

When we washed feet I cried as my
dad knelt to wash my feet. He said,
“Someday we'll do this in the kingdom
of heaven.”

The old block church is still stand-
ing, but some of the deacons and
many of the members have gone to
heaven, Dad is gone, too. Someday
we’ll do it again in our Father’s king-
dom. As for me, I can hardly wait. 4

ABOUT THE WRITER: Rev, Floyd Wolfenbarger
pastors First Free Will Baptist Church, Russell-
ville, Arkansas.

noticeably sweeter. No one was irrita-
ble. No one rushed through the meal
to see a TV show. Kindness and
patience prevailed, and we experi-
enced a closeness and love that we
never expected.

We played outside until dark and
then inside until bedtime. We exercised
in the living room, laughing at one
another, hand-wrestled, and made up
nonsense games. (Getting everyone to
bed at a reasonable hour was amazing-
ly easy. No complaints, no begging to
stay up later, and lots of goodnight
kisses.

The remainder of the week con-
tinued just like day one. One evening
the Woman's Auxiliary met in our
home, My husband and the boys
strolled over to anearby grocery story
where they shared soft drinks and
bubble qum.

Then they stopped off at the church
where they spent time sharing and
laughing together until it was safe to go
home. It was as if television had never
been invented.

As they walked across the vard,
loving eyes looked up at their dad as
one by one, they thanked him for afun
evening. Oh, how much loving and
sharing we had missed by being para-
lvzed in front of the television,

As the week progressed, we thanked
God more and asked for less. Qur
eves opened to a whole new world, our
hearts to one another as never before.

The Day After

What happened after our seven-
day TV fast? A lot of praying and
evaluation was done concerning the
pros and cons of television. Our family
decided the TV would stay off until
after the evening meal, and only turned
on thenif work and chores were done.
We agreed to be even more selective
in what we watched.,

Several weeks later, we are still
delighted with the ocutcome of our
experiment, What we've given up in
no way compares with the benefits
we've reaped, No longer will strangers
on a TV screen dominate our home,
We have rediscovered our family, and
by God's help we intend to guard this
most precious possession. i

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mrs. Beverly Welchisa
member of Locust Grove Free Will Baptist
Church, Locust Grouve, Oklahoma, where her
husband, Leroy, pastors.
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By Billy Tabb

ou lost your job! Maybe you

don’t even know why. Per-

haps it’s just a reflectinn of
the times, when there is more un-
employment than in recent years.

Well, it doesn’t seem so bad to
start, except for the initial shock.
Temporarily, there may be almost a
feeling of relief. The aggravations and
tensions of the job are now behind
you, and you can relax for a few days
while you survey the job market and
get settled in an interesting new posi-
tion.

After all, you have adequate savings,
and your vast experience and training
should qualify you for a new job of
your choice.

But all too soon the difficulty of
replacing the job becomes real. Every
opening you seek has dozens of appli-
cants waiting for interviews, and the
interviewer somehow lets you know
that your chances are slim.

The valuable experience and train-
ing you counted on fade into insignifi-
cance in the face of computerized
technology. You scon learn that the
job has been filled by a fresh graduate
with a degree in the very work you
seek.

While it is not said, you suspect that
your advancing age deters considera-
tion.

As days and weeks pass and the

situation looks more hopeless,
you search the ads and stand in long
employment (and unemployment)
lines. You condescend to lesser paying
jobs, but are told you are over-quali-
fied, or that you could not live on the
salary that they pay.

You may be fortunate enough to
have a spouse who has a job, or can
get one, thus you tighten your belt
{and your pride) and subsist on less
than previously. You may have to do
without some of the finer things you
have been used to, and you may have
to forego those trips that have kept
vou away from your local church ser-
vices.

Finally, despondence and depres-
sion overtake you and, al! else failing,

you seek the Lord. You beg Him to  youfor something greater, and maybe
open the way for you somewhere, but  this is your “wilderness experience.”
you feei that even He turns a deaf ear, Things may even get worse before
as the prospects get ever slimmer. they get better. It may be in some

Did you ever consider that maybe instances that the Lord is leading you
the Lord has a purpose in all this? into full-time Christian service. If so,
After all, He tells us that all things work  be cognizant of His call—but do not
together for good if we are His children.  try to rush ahead of Him. Doors wil}
Maybe He is testing and strengthening  open if such is the case.




H. Armstrong Roberts

O n the other hand, maybe the Lord
just had to slow you down be-
cause you had come to feel too self-
sufficient, and had too iittle time to
serve Him as you should. And maybe
your high standard of living was a
deterrent to dedicated Christian living.

Indeed, as rough as the times may
seem, you do now have more to

serve the Lord. There are always
things that need to be done, even on
the local church level, and some of
vour idle time could now count greatly
in His service.

After all, the Lord desires that our
vocation be a matter of serving Him,
and our avocation be our means of
livelihood so that we can effectively

accomplish that vocation.

There is even much volunteer work
available in many charitable organiza-
tions that is rewarding and that—who
knows—rmay tead in some way to paid
employment,

Incidentally, did you tithe faithfully—
and more—when the Lord blessed
you to make that good salary? Do you
stili tithe faithfully the little that He
aliows you to make on the odd jobs
you manage to pick up?

fter an extended period of unem-

ployment, you may find it neces-
sary to create a job. If such is the
Lord’s will for you, He will surely bless
your undertaking if you are faithful to
Him.

Surely you know some skill-—even
the one you previously practiced—
which could be valuable to the public if
you offer such services.

The small work you may pick up to
start may not compare favorably with
your previous salary, but if you are in
the Lord’s will, He will make that small
income cover your needs.

Now, lest these words seem to
come from an uncaring, disinterested
onlooker who knows nothing of the
real trials you face, let me reveal that
have been virtually unemployed for
over two years.

Fortunately, I have a dear wife who
is nominally employed. And I am
blessed with several skills which the
Lord has enabled me to use to pick up
some odd jobs. | have cultivated one of
these so that it seems the Lord may
help me turn it into a full-time paying
business.

I have faced all the turmoil, frustra-
tion and limitations described in this
article, but not without the presence
and help of the Lord. Through it ail |
have not suffered nor lost any property,
and my tithe has amounted to almost
what it was previously.

The unemployed can take comfort
in Paul’'s exhortation that we be con-
tent in whatever state we find our-
selves—not satisfied, but content.

Andin looking forward to whatever
God has in store for us, we can “in
everything give thanks,” knowing that
whatever comes is the will of Christ
Jesus concerning us. i

ABOUT THE WRITER: Billy Tabb is editor of
the Mississippi Free Wii! Baptist Messenger. Mr.
Tabb is a freelance writer who resides in
Ridgeland, Mississippi.
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n the first peint, there would
O be no major disagreement.

Free Will Baptists would agree
that since the fall all humanity has
been corrupted by sin. As a result of
this corruption, no man can be saved
on his own.

On the second point, the parting
comes. Free Will Baptists agree that
the Bible teaches the doctrine of elec-
tion. In the Old Testament, God elect-
ed Israel to be His people. In Romans
chapter five, Paul emphasizes that
Ged has created a people for himself
in New Testament times.

It seems that Paul is seeking to
demonstrate that the Church is not a
human institution; it has been called
into existence by God. Yet, Paul never
presents the doctrine of election in
such a way that it destroys human
freedom.

Remans 10 points out repeatedly
that man must respond to God’s invita-
tion and cali upon the Lord in faith
before he can be saved. Paul never
projects the doctrine of election into
the future; he uses it only to describe
what God has done in the past. When-

ever he looks to the future, Paul

extends an open invitation to all men
to be saved.

either will Free Will Baptists
N accept the third point of Cal-

vinism, limited atonement. We
believe that the New Testament
teaches quite clearly and specifically
that Christ died for all men and not just
for a privileged few.

John 3:16 says that God gave His
Son so “that whoever believes in Him
should not perish but might have eter-
na! life.”* In the Great Commission,
Jesus commands His followers to
“make disciples of all the nations.”
Peter (Il Peter 3:9) points out that God
is patient, “not wishing for any to
perish, but for all to come unto repent-
ance.”

In the light of these verses and
others, how canwe believe that Christ
died so that only a few might be saved?

Free Wilt Baptists would also reject
the fourth point, irresistible grace.
There are a number of examples in the
New Testament of those who were
considered to be believers {and thus a
part of the elect) who did resist the
grace of God.

In I Corinthians 1:2 Paul speaks of

the Corinthian Christians as “those
who have been sanctified in Christ
Jesus,” Yet, in the book of | Corin-
thians Paul gives a long list of grievous
sins which they had committed. Are
we to accept that these Corinthian
Christians were nat resisting the grace
of God when they committed those
sins?

Paul speaks of the Christians of
Galatia as “brothers” in Galatians 1:11.
Yet, he has almost nothing good to say
about them. The book from beginning
to end condemns them for their dis-
obedience to God. Are we to believe
that these Galatian Christians were
not resisting the grace of God?

These verses indicate that God is abie
to keep, and will keep, those who are
saved.

Free Will Baptists certainly recog-
nize the power of God in the Christian
life. Salvation never becomes amatter
of human works; it begins and ends in
God’s grace. We believe, however,
that other scriptures must be consid-
ered.

There are several New Testament
passages which clearly indicate that a
believer may depart from the faith.
Colossians 1:19-23,1 Corinthians 15:1-
2, | Timothy 1:19-20, and other pas-
sages clearly teach that it is possible to
depart from the faith,

“ ... Christ died for
all men, not just the

privileged few.”

Many passages in the New Testa-
ment warn Christians not to resist
Ged by departing from the faith. He-
brews, for example, is filled with these
warnings. Hebrews 3:12 and 4:11 speak
clearly concerning this danger.

If believers can resist the grace of
God after conversion, they can also
resist at the point of conversion. Why
did Peter, Paul, and other early preach-
ers plead with men to be saved if it
were impossible for the elect to resist
the grace of God?

It is with the last point, persever-
ance of the saints, that we would have
our most serious disagreement. Cal-
vinists teach that the elect will be
saved and kept by the power of God.
There is no possibility that salvation
may be lost.

Free Will Baptists argue that such a
position cannot be sustained in the
face of a careful analysis of the total
New Testament teaching on the sub-
ject.

Calvinists emphasize certain scrip-
tures such as Romans 8:31-39, John
10:28, and others which stress the
power of God in the lives of believers.

author.

Hebrews contains a series of warn-
ing passages which point out the peril
that comes to those who depart from
the faith. Hebrews 4:4-6 and 10:26-31
sound dire warnings to those who
depart from the pathway of faith and
live in rebellion against God.

In the face of all this evidence from
the New Testament, we simply cannot
accept the Calvinistic position that the
elect will of necessity persevere unto
the end. If there were no possibility of
departure, why would the writers of
the New Testament send forth so
many warnings?

We can certainly understand why
Calvin and his followers opposed the
teachings of their day. They correctly
understood that salvation does not
come by human works or merit.

We believe, however, that they have
gone overboard and constructed a
doctrine of salvation which cannot be
proven from scripture. That is why we
reject it. &

ABOUT THE WRITER: Dr. Thomas Marberry
is vice-president of academic affairs at Hillsdale

Free Will Baptist College, Moore, Ckiai 2ma.
*The translations in this article are “y the
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The Other Side
Of Home Mission Work




he thrill of being a missionary
lasted only moments as |
paced the streets of Wheeling,
West Virginia that sultry August day in
1980. We had yet to conduct our first
service as | traced the steps of the
three preachers who came before me.

I walked silently up the concrete
steps and into the foyer where two
swinging doors led into the main sanc-
tuary. The church had been closed for
weeks.

A smell of dirty dampness stopped
me. | gazed down the aisle to where |
soon would stand to preach the gos-
pel.

The thriil was gone, replaced with a
heaviness of soul that seemed to knot
in my stomach. I took the steps that
led down to a basernent of dampness
and dirt. I wondered if in my approach
to the building | had missed the sign
that read, “ICHABOD”. “No,” |
thought, “God can and will live here.”

I went up the stairs and again looked
down the aisle where I knew one day |
would see people walk to give them-
selves to God. I brushed my hands
over the large heavy pews, pausing at
the homemade pulpit, and stared at
the 18 empty pews [ hoped would scon
be filled.

Let meremindyou. .. the thrillwas
gone! Not only did past failure and
heavy responsibility pound within me,
but a gquestion mocked me—"“What
makes me so different to think [ can do
what others couid not?”

soon be my office. There was a

phone in the corner. | picked it up,
happy to hear a dial tone. Nearby was
an old table covered with papers and a
stack of cards--names and phone
numbers of people whe had gene to
church.

I called each number only to find
more discouragement. I don’t think [
had ever talked with so many peoplein
one day who were hurt over church.

Many could not be reached. Some
were angry, some mean, some bitter,
some hurt, but none did what I thought
they would do,

After five years of church, vou
would think that someone would an-
swer the phone and say, “Praise God,
our prayers are answered—services
wil] begin again.” Not one did!

l opened the door to what would

“...of 3,100 people, only 300 would
talk to me. Of the 300 who listened,
30 let me come back.”

Ileft the office in deep despair, but |
went looking. Looking for something [
had always had, and now couldn’t find.
Surely, surely it must be here. But no,
it’s not.

] remembered looking for it some-
where else and it couldn’t be found. In
South Viet Nam | had searched, but it
was not to be found, | saw Buddha
there. Here were images of Mary and
many crucifixes, but where in Wheeling
could I find the influence of Christ?

Where was the evidence of the
power of the gospel? Where had feet
walked that were shod with the prepa-
ration of the lfe-changing gospel?
Where was a frace?

That trace sat in church August 17,
1980. As Sunday School began, my
wife and I and our three chiidren sang
a song, had prayer, and read scripture.
A few minutes after 11:00 the swinging
doors opened and a family came in for
morning worship. I preached to them.

It was a blessing just to know that
someone had come, even though, as
we talked with thern after service, the
only things we heard were negative
rernarks, hurt feelings, and past prob-
fems.

ay after day, truck load after
D truck load, the trash began to

disappear and God began to
bless. That December, my wife's broth-
er and his wife moved to Wheeling to
help us. We sold an old bus that the
church owned and bought paneling to
cover the walls.

God blessed again; a family gave
$1,600 and the remodeling continued.
In time, our building was presentable.
Our home church carpeted the sanc-
tuary. We hung lights, installed new
doors, painted ceilings, and patched
holes in the walls.

Oniy one repair remained, and
we've been working on that one ever
since~—the great gap between God
and the people of Wheeling.

We began sowing seeds and water-
ing them with tears of love. We had a
door-knocking campaign. | reached
3100 homes myself in 30 days.

Of those 3100 people, only 300
would talk to me (Others shut the
door}). Of the 300 who listened, 30
families allowed me to come back and
share the gospel with them. Of those
30 families, we won three.

or some reason, August seems
F to be the month God especially

gives me new direction in lead-
ingHis people. The next August (1982),
Heled meto channei our energies into
an active youth program. Our burden
has always been to win entire families,
and God has used this program in
reaching new families.

After three years, we are averaging
above 40 in Sunday School and morn-
ing worship, We have just finished the
first “real” revival since we came. Eight
souls were saved with three rededica-
tions.

Of our 40 people, all are young in
the Lord, but 20 have just been saved
(including their children). Ten are faith-
ful members, with about five more
who are irregulars or visitors.

You say, “Preacher, rejoice!” and |
almost can. But the pain of new birth
now gives way to the call of newborn
babes crying for the sincere milk of the
Word. Again you say, “Preacher, re-
joice!” And I almost could, except for
the weight they will be called upon to
bear,

m—
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| CAN'T LEAVE (From Page 11)

I must teach them at an early age to
bear and feel the weight and pressure ]
feel, ] feel the honest pressure of our
people in West Virginia as they won-
der about the work in Wheeling,

We know they're weary of hearing
about Wheeling, They can’t help ask-
ing, “Why is there no church yet?”
“Did we begin this mission in the
wrong city?” “Have we labored with
the wrong people?” “Have we ex-
hausted our funds only to see few
results?”

God’s people in West Virginia have
labored and given money to the Wheel-
ing Mission for eight years, but our
churchis actually only three years oid.
When [ came here there was only a
building, for which I thank the Lord,
but the groundwork for a church had
been laid.

I thank God for the men before me
who plowed the ground. They worked
hard. God has allowed us towater. He
will give the increase.

The fact remains that hard labor
and thousands of God’s dollars from
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our friends and loved ones from this
state have gone into the work, Yet our
mission works within West Virginia
perish for lack of support.

I work, as do other missionaries,
under pressure.

PRESSUREFROM QURNATIONAL
HOME MISSION BOARD who ques-
tioned me at length three years ago as
to my plans for coming to Wheeling.
Was [ just coming here for a“stopping
off” place till something better came
along?

I cried when they asked me that,
and ] cry again thinking of it. NO! T've
come to stay and to see God’s work in
Wheeling accomplished,

PRESSUREFROM OURSTATE MIS-
SION BOARD who really want to
help, but they're facing the pressure of
dwindling support.

PRESSURE FROM OUR PEOPLEIN
WEST VIRGINIA for it is they who
cared from the beginning. Their giving
brought the church this far with God’s
help. Their dollars feed and clothe my
family and allow us to live and work for
the Lord here in Wheeling.

Reedy Saverance {o West 'S!de:': P
1.Church “Johnsonville from CeciarSprmgs '
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-...Church Charleslen Heights ¢

BenfordGamsonto\hctoryChurch S
: ndrews : i e
L:szon T Wn]hams to Happy Home.'_--- i

-_:.'(.Zhurch Conway from Swee1 Home
g Church Charleston Helghis : :

Wayland Owens to F;rst C.hurch 1_ . -

' MelvanotttoShadyGroveChurch_ ::_':

‘Gene Wori{man to Wocdbme Chrns

"'-_-._taanAcad my, Nashwlie TN asprmmpal B :

PRESSURE FROM WITHIN MYSELF
AS A PASTOR as I care for my
people. l wonder how much my people
can handle at once and how soon.

Dol allow other pressures to crush
them at birth or do! hold the weight off
until they have grown in grace as we all
have done? Am [ not to nurture and
care and watch for their souls at all
cost and above ali?

And that's the real problem. Our
account is over $5000 in the red. The
National Home Mission Board will
have to cut funds to the Wheeling
Mission if our people don't rally to the
need.

Iwill have toleave the work perhaps
two weekends a month, travel to other
churches and present my need. It will
break my heart to be away from
services with my people. [ love them so
very much. They are so young in the
Lord and beautiful to me.

Our State and National Home Mis-
sion Boards have asked for someone
to go to a place no one else wanted to
go. I said “l will go.” Fam here and now
I can’t leaue, for that would destroy
me, and Satan would devour the flock
in Wheeling.

In the past three years, we've seen
43 people saved. It has been worth it
all. If we can but stay here a while
longer, we can reach others for Christ
and build a strong, healthy, self-sup-
porting Free Will Baptist church. Be-
cause you gave and we stayed.

We've come too far to look back.
God, who has begun a good work in
Wheeling, will perform it! &

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Ron Scotf is
a Free Will Baptist home missionary to Wheel-
ing, West Virginia.
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SPOTLIGHT {From Page 13)

employ a full-time promotional secre-
tary. Because administrative duties
have been added, the title has been
changed to State Executive Secretary.

Georgia likes to claim Dr. L. C,
Johnson, former president and chan-
cellor of Free Will Baptist Bible Col-
lege.

Qur visionaries are not just histori-
cal. A basic “Standard and Doctrinal
Examination for Licensing and Ordain-
ing Free Wiil Baptist Ministers in
Georgia” was ratified by eight of our
nine district associations and adopted
by the state association in its 1979
session,

A year and a half ago the Georgia
State Association went on a compre-
hensive budget. This did not happen
overnight.

In 1978, a six-man Financial Study
Committee was appointed and com-
missioned to prepare a detailed plan of
support for our total state and national
ministries. Their report was presented
and approved in 1979 by the voting
delegation. The basic plan of support
is cooperative giving, though the plan
is flexible enough to accommodate
designated giving as well.

Some budget highlights are:

Responsibility to the total ministries
of the Georgia State Association and
the National Association.

Equity is sought. All budget minis-
tries are worthy, Some are more needy
than others. Those with greater finan-
cial needs are assigned larger percent-
ages. Those with lesser financial needs
are assigned lesser percentages.

Authority is centered in our local
churches who, through their pastors,
deacons, district associations and
church delegates, vote their convic-
tions at the state association. They
approve all Georgia State Assaciation
business or Georgia does not do it!

The Chain of Command is main-
tained. As humbling as it may sound to
National Association personnel, with
authority resting in local congrega-
tions, the farther from the local church
one ascends in our denominational
structure, the weaker his authority.

National Association personnel
must be carefui not to viclate this basic
Baptist, congregational policy, by
preaching and teaching against state
ministries.

One way they can guard against
accusations of by-passing the local
churchis to avoid sending appeals that
sound like: “Dear Church Member,
send your check directly to us.”

While the intentions are probably
sincere, Free Will Baptists reject the
philosophy that the end justifies the
means. The channel is important,

Worship is fostered. The Georgia
state budget is based on tithes. Double
ot triple tithing and offerings above the
tithe is commended. But the basis is
the tithe,

Every Free Will Baptist is encour-
aged to worshipfully tithe into his tocal
church with ne strings attached. Desig-
nated giving should be above the tithe
and should aiso be channeled through
the local church.

Georgia churches are encouraged
to abide by the same principle. Qur
churches are asked to tithe their un-
designated income to state and na-
tional ministries through the Georgia
state budget cooperatively.

All designated offerings are dis-
bursed as designated. The undesig-
nated (COOP) receipts absorb the
overhead in handiing, accounting for
and disbursing designated receipts.

The scope of the budget is three
fold. Money given directly to a state or
national ministry is counted. Money
sent to the state office designated is
counted. And lastly, money sent to the
state office undesignated is counted.
Each month these three factors are
totaled to determine the giving of our
churches to state and national minis-
tries.

The budget percentages approved
by the Georgia State Association are
applied to this total figure.

Next, designated money receipts
are counted against each ministry’s
monthly budget totals,

Finally, the total undesignated
(COOP) meney tries to equalize the
amount of money each ministry is to
receive according to the voted percent-
ages.

Toillustrate, let’s say there are only
two items in the budget. Each is to
receive 50 percent of the total direct,
designated and undesignated receipts.
The total given by our churches via the
three above methods is $100. Now
both ministry “A” and ministry “B” are
budgeted to receive $50. However,
ministry “A” has received directly and
designated $75.

The COOP receipts will try to equal-
ize the imbalance between the budget
goals and the direct and designated
giving. But since all we have to work
with in any given monthis 100 percent,
the COOP’s $25 given to ministry “B”
cannot make it right.

On the other hand, if “A” had
received $45 direct and designated
then the budget would have worked.
“A” would have received $5 COOP
and “B” would have received $50
COOP. All would have been well.

Obviously this budget is not perfect,
However, | know of no approach to
the problem that better balances the
financial needs of state and national
ministries with the individual giving
mode of each of our member congre-
gations,

The Georgia State ministries that
profit by the budget are:

*State Camp Mt. Bethel located on

a 22-acre site,

*State Missions presently involved
in four projects.

*Christian Education Board proj-
ects—Georgia Bible Institute,
State Youth Conference and State
Minister's Retreat.

*State Office coordinating the state
ministries, publishing the state
monthly pubtication and referring
available pastors te needy
churches,

*Alabama Children’s Home.

During the first year of our state
budget, the total amount given for
state and national ministries was
$282,250. That year two-thirds of our
churches made at least some contribu-
tion to our budget through COQOP
giving.

In the months ahead, we hope to
see many more of our churches in-
volved in giving to the total Free Will
Baptist ministry cooperatively.

By the way, we in Georgia are not
always just swatting gnats, but are
downright friendly and truly love the
Lord. Come see us sometime and we
will prove it! 4



Chank You For Start The
your Contributions... New Year
COOPE RHTWE Free Wil Boptist
CHANMEL QN
... Chrough the
C ive Ch l
ooperative Channe
November 1983
RECEIPTS:
Siate Design. Undesign. Total November,
'82 Yr. to Date
Alabama $ 156.00 $ 166979 § 182579 § 31100 5 11,171.76
Arizona .00 .00 .00 00 340,62
Arkansas .00 3,855.41 3,955.41 3,334.59 40,401.74
California .00 937.07 937.07 856,70 11,333.82
Florida .00 1,268.00 1,268.00 33.33 16,897.31
Georgia 3,635.62 11.63 3.647.25 4,046.85 37,079.49
Hawaii .00 .00 .00 110.00 275.00
Idaho 00 202,08 202.08 22534 463.54
[linois 00 .00 .00 .00 79,487.89
Indiana 00 .00 .00 68.21 314.10
lowa 00 .00 00 .00 258.45
Kansas .00 85,78 85.78 .00 2,803.40
Kentucky .00 529.00 529.00 150.00 4,409.29
Maryland 00 190.00 190.00 90.00 460.00
Michigan 2,864.55 58.10 2,922.65 6,644.45 36,638.38
Mississippi 00 233.36 233.36 1,007.35 9,705.55
Missouri 20 6,159.24 6,159.24 6,637.07 64,809.79
New Mexico D0 .00 00 175.84 1,312.72
North Carolina 275.00 275.00 550.00 425.00 7,133.60
Ohio 444,60 10.00 454.60 2,757.97 15,7318.34
Cklahoma 22,877.66 7,992.45 30,870.11 31,813.90 304,754.51
Tennessee 199.56 909.71 1,109.27 2,337.37 11,626.85 _
Texas 00 74087 74087 766518 3606335 Send us your name
Virginia 00 87.02 87.02 93.59 1185.12 along with your
West Virginia 2,069.35 120.27 2,189.62 501.14 29,353.50 0
Mexico 00 0 00 0 2.00 check for $8.5
Totals $32,522.3¢  §25,634.78 $57,957.12 $69.284.88  $724,000.12 per gift-—and a
DISBURSEMENTS: hst Of names and
addresses of the
Executive Office $ 2635 $11,509.79  $11,536.14 $10,516.45 $126,832.18 ros w ’H
Foreign Missions 24,696.75 320276 2779949 3732032  352,782.67 reciptents. We
FWBBC 684.07 3,202.74 3,885.81 7,359.02 67,175.00 1ot i
Home Missions 6,835.81 2,506.47 9,342.28 9,745.57 113,539.25 . Send dlstlnCtlve.
Retirement & Insurance 222.83 2,088.74 2,311.57 2,754.78 26,847.90 glft cards announcing
Master's Men 18.55 1,810.26 1,828.81 1,323.27 21,224 31
Commission on Theclogical your thOUghthanSS.
Liberalism 6.52 139.25 145.77 241.19 1,935.92
FWB Foundaticn 76 835.54 836.30 .00 10,794.80
Histerical Commission 4.00 139.25 143.25 8.31 1,733.17
Radio/TV Commission .00 .00 .00 00 180.00
Alabama Children’s Home .00 0 .00 .00 506,88
Tennessee Chiidren's Home 100.00 00 100.00 .00 100.00
California Christtan
College 13.35 .00 13.35 .00 69.09
Convention .00 00 .00 00 150.00
Hillsdale College 13.35 .00 13.35 15.97 128.95
Totale $32,522.34 $25,434.78 $57,957.12  $69,284.88 $724,000.12
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By Shirley Hutchinson

was a camp counselor again! The
world of denim jeans and pizza
breakfasts. The barn-like building
with handmade bunkbeds lining the
walls like wooden soldiers was home
for a week.
In preparation, I read camp counsel-
ing how-to-books, and was grateful for

What Your
Daughter
Tells ...

previous instruction at a local Bible
Institute,

I had studied manuals by Christian
psychologists and learned more things
as a pastor’s wife, where part of my
responsibility included assisting with
pastoral counseling. Plus, I reasoned
that experience as teen Sunday Schoo!
teacher gave me some credibility.

{ arrived at camp on a scorching
Sunday afterncon in August, armed
with last-minute prayers, built-up
courage, and determination.

After stowing my gear in the bunk-
house, I reported to the director’s
office for instructions, a schedule, and
the names of seven girls.

Counselor

Most scheduled activities were co-
ed, which gave me the opportunity to
get to know all the campers. | was with
my seven girls around the clock.

Sleeping, eating, playing, worship-
ing, laughing, crying, and hurting with
them pressed me far deeper into their
world than class once a week or
occasional outings,

I he girls had some deep hurts
and needed love and attention.
Even though the girls’ faces and

bodies looked older than their years,
they frequently played with stuffed



animals. One moment they were
babies, the next, just kids, and then,
like magic, adult actions emerged.

One girl, the bunkhouse clown with
a habit of sucking her thumb when
quiet, could suddenly transform herself
into an instant aduit. But one night
after worship activities, we found her
crying. She sobbed, “I miss my moth-
er! | want to see her!”

One afternoon the camp tomboy,
needing to c¢ry on my shoulder,
stormed into the bunkhouse scream-
ing, “He'll never take my daddy’s place!
I hate him! I hate him!"”

Another often sulked on her bunk
and refused to talk. Since she had
considered suicide, we feared to leave
her alone.

A new girl, whom we knew very
little (only that she lived with her
beloved father, since her parents’ di-
vorce, and he recently died} continual-
ly sowed discord with lies, thievery,
and secret smoking (secret to the staff
for a while).

The overwhelming need for peer
approval triggered behavior against
better judgment. | encountered more
crisis counseling in one week than in
all my previous service in this field.

[ mean, right on the spot, problems
demanded solutions before continuing
scheduled events. Though some prob-
tems seemed trivial to me, each young
person involved regarded them major
crises requiring extensive attention.

outh camp, a training ground
Y beyond my imagination, tried

all my knowledge and practical
experience. Plunged into a crash
course in adolescence averaging 14
hours a day, those teens gave me a
new education.

For instance, in my day, subtlety
was employed to flirt and to devise
excuses for getting near and talking
with the object of affection—nice girls
didn’t phone boys.

But, teday, if you like someone of
the opposite sex, go speak directly of
your interest, provided you're brave. If
not, send a friend with the message.
Messenger and answer will return.
Results? Guaranteed, though not al-
ways affirmative,

Young people are serious about
their romances. Nothing seems more
definite than current affairs of the
heart.

Although adolescent romances of-
ten prove fickle and fleeting, they
demand freedom from interference
and ridicule. Experience teaches
knowledge of the how-to for a lasting
relationship.

Any attempt to arrange or discour-
age an association will confuse, in-
crease lack of self-confidence, produce
rebellion, and force decisions not of
parental choosing.

shocking statistics involve the clergy.

A February 1982 Christianity Today
article, “Clergy Divorce Spills Into The
Aisle,” offers evidence to quadrupled
rate of divorce for ministers in two
decades. The preacher’s kids hurt,
too.

In dealing with emotional hurts of
youth, the camp counselor moves into
a critical position. He's among the few
over 30 years of age who understands

“The overwhelming need for
peer approval triggered behavior
against better judgment.”

young campers’ seemingly trite in-

cidents stemmed the effects of
more serious emotional hurts—par-
ents separated, divorced or remarried;
lack of communication, love and at-
tention,

Their insecurities reflected instabil-
ity in home life. And small wonder,
since divorce statistics point to pos-
sible extinction of the home.

QOur children, conditioned to expect
separation, live with a constant fearful
question--“Will Mom and Dad stay
together?”

Due to this fear {especially when real-
ized), they become extremely over-
possessive, cling to other relationships
with unnatural emotional fervor. They
develop inferiority complexes and so-
cial adjustments are more difficult.

For example: if a camper came with
a close friend, and one made a new
friend, the other felt forsaken—like he
just lost his best friend forever. The
thought of sharing a friend seemed
foreign.

Some parents think postponed
plans for separation or divorce until
their children’s teenage years won't
hurt as much, Hurtful effects evident
in teen campers proved this reasoning
wrong.

Even the church contributes to our
children’s hurts with members ending
marriages {some supposedly heaven-
made) in record numbers. The most

l n most cases, from the root of the

and merits trust. Word of mouth trans-
mits his advertising; impatience and
inconsistency put him out of business.

counselor to help teens: (1) an

exemplary life, (2) a conveyor of
genuine concern, (3) ability to listen,
{4) honesty, and (5) a willingness to
trust.

It’s impossible to rate their impor-
tance, but listening amounts to half,
sometimes more, of the counseling
session. If he can't listen well, he'll
never hear what they're nof saying.
What they’re not saying supplies in-
sight on intimate conflicts.

As a camp counsejor, what looked
impossible to me, God made possible
through sufficient grace.

By midweek, along with an unbeata-
ble staff’s labor, I witnessed coopera-
tion, unity, revival spirit, life-changing
decisions, and hurts forgotten, for a
while.

When it was time to go home, my
rewards came in the form of many
hugs, verbal and written “thank you’s,”
and “I'll see you next year.”

Who knows? Now that I've learned
that camp isn’t fatal, I may even try it
again next summer! 4

lt takes five qualities for a camp

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mrs. Shirley Hutchinson
is a free-lance writer who resides in Columbus,
Ohio. Her husband, Roy, pastors Fairborn Free
Will Baptist Church, Fairborn, Qhia.
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1983

LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

DECEMBER CONFERENCE ATTRACTS 80 FROM 19 STATES

NASHVILLE, TN—Eighty Free Will
Baptist leaders from 19 states and
Canada met at Nashville’s Executive
Inn December 7-9 for the 1983 Lead-
ership Conference.

The 1983 theme, “Organized For
Outreach,” featured 10 workshops, a
90-minute discussion period, a special
quarter-hour Master’s Men presenta-
tion by Director James Vallance, and a
Thursday afternoon meeting of the
FWB Press Association with state
editors.

Moderator Bobby Jackson key-
noted the conference with his Wed-
nesday evening workshop which fo-
cused on the pulpit ministry as the
central means to instruct and inform
the denomination.

National Convention Clerk Waldo
Young anchored the Friday morning
session with a stimulating delivery show-
ing how record keeping enables the
denomination to evaluate itself.

Georgia Executive Herbert Waid,
in his workshop titled “Let The Or-
ganization Work For You,” reminded
the state and national personnel that
“We are not independent; we are
interdependent as Free Will Baptists.
We depend on each other.”

1983 Lendershlp Conference Tapea
$3/per tape :

$25/complete set S

sz/poatage & handlmg S

Quantlty

e, The Pulplt Mimstry o '_
" Bobby Jackson " :
Let The Orgamzatlon Work For You
-/ Herbert Waid - . :
“The Organlzat]on Means To An End
Dan Cronk
How To Grow A F ree W]ll Baphs!
David Joslin
__Strategic Planning
‘Herman Hersey

Missiologist Dan Cronk urged par-
ticipants to become world Christians
and analyzed how states and local
churches could make the denomina-
tional organization work for them. He
cautioned, “It is better to be left behind
than to get on the wrong road.”

Thursday morning speaker David
Joslin pointed out the tendency to be
“barren because of busy-ness,” and
waved a flag of restraint lest the
denomination be lured into unworthy
projects and “we be like the whales
that died beached because they ex-
pended great energies chasing sar-
dines into shallow water.”

Oklahoma Executive Secretary
Lonnie DaVoult delivered a workshop
explaining how to finance the denom-
ination.

Tennessee State University Pro-
fessor Douglas Simpson addressed
the conferees during the Thursday
banquet. Dr, Simpson, asking for more
departmental cooperation, advised
against building our “own idolatrous
empires’”’ and chided, “We as Chris-
tians are getting too good at ignoring
the Word of God and too sophisticated
to be influenced by the Holy Spirit.”

Herman Hersey, general director of

' MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE To' o
: SANDY GOODFELLOW ) _' '
For maxl orders_ mail to Sandy Goodfellow

-:500 Wilclay Drive -
Nashwlle, TN 37209 .

: Departmental Cmperat:on o
< :Douglas Simpson
“Financing The Orgamzatlon .
““Lonnie DaVoult SRS
. How To Present The Orgamzatlon
. Frank Breeden "\, :
Record Keeping: Eua]uate The
“QOrganization )
-"Waldo Young : :
.. Basis For Orgamzatlonal Umty
Jack Williams

the Board of Retirement, both amused
and prodded the men in his “Strategic
Planning” workshop when he sug-
gested, “If we don't know where we're
going, any road will get us there.”
Twenty-eight-year-old Frank
Breeden shared a detailed analysis of
“How To Present The Organization.”
Breeden, employed as a public rela-
tions officer at Free Will Baptist Bible
College, challenged conferees to not
settle for quick results in promoting
the work, but to take the long look.
Jack Williams, CONTACT editor,
led the final conference workshop,
“The Basis For Organizational Unity.”
Each Leadership Conference par-
ticipant received a 70-page notebook
which included workshop outlines, as
well as listings of 1984 state leaders,
state meetings, and state papers.

. National Convention Clerk Waldo Young
2. Foundation Director Herman Hersey uses
hand motions to explain his point.
3. Arkansas Promotional Director David
Joslin
4. FWBBC Director of Development Ronald
Creech
. Missiologist Dan Cronk
. Southeastern FWB Coliege president
Randy Cox
7. Nashville pastor Larry Clyatt (R) and Sun
day Schoo! Board Chairman Milton
Worthington
8. Master's Men General Director James
Vallance
9. Ohio Moderator Wendeli Combs (L}, Ohio
Promotional Secretary Alton Loveless,
Alabama Editor Dennis Kizzire, West
Virginia Promotional Secretary Biily
Samms
10. Oklahoma Executive Secretary Lonnie
DaVoult
11. {Jlinois Moderator Loyd Crain {L), lllinois
General Board Member Wallace Maione,
Tennessee pastor Larry Clyatt
12. National Convention Moderator Bohby
Jackson
13. Two Tall Texans--Executive Secretary
Billy Watker (L}, Moderator Raymond Lee

—
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FREE WILL BAPTIST

newsfront

‘THE BIBLE,’ THEME AT
GEORGIA STATE

NORMAN PARK, GA—More than
200 delegates and visitors met No-
vember 17-19 during Georgia’s 47th
annual State Association using the
theme, “The Bible: God’s Source
Book of Life.”

Executive Secretary Herbert Waid
described the meeting as “a great
spirit of togetherness.”

Six ministers, five of them Georgia
pastors, preached messages on the
conference theme. Albany pastor
Steve Hasty delivered the keynote
address Thursday evening—“The
Bible—God’s Soundness For Doc-
trine.”

Delegates instructed the state fi-
nance committee to propose funds for
the Radio/TV ministry in a 1985-86
budget.

In other action, delegates estab-
lished a Historical Society, specifying
that the Historical Commission mem-
bers serve as board members for the
Society.

Some 155 registered for the Georgia
Woman’s Auxiliary meeting. Sixty-
three attended the Master’s Men
breakfast.

Woman's Auxiliary President
Margie Patton said the 1984 project for
Georgia women was two-fold—(1) raise
$6,000 for the education of the children
of Georgia missionaries, and (2} buy a
word-processor for Free Will Baptist
Bible College.

The 1984 Georgia State Associa-
tion, like the 1983 session, will meet in
Norman Park at the Norman Baptist
Assembly,

NORTH CAROLINA WRITER
LANDS JOURNALISM SCHOLARSHIP

= NASHVILLE, TN—
Mrs, Kathy Tippett
Henderson, 36-year-
old mother of three,
was awarded a $250
Journalism Scholar-
ship by the Free Will
EEsmgEEEeEaEE Haptist Press Asso-
ciation in December,

Mrs. Henderson, afree-lance writer
who resides in Raleigh, North Carolina,
has published articles in Contact, The
Sword of the Lord, Pulpit Helps, Mes-
sage of The Open Bible, The Witness,
Kinston Free Press, The News and
Observer and others,

She is a member of First Free Wil
Baptist Church, Raleigh, where she
sings inthe choir and a trio, directs the
children and teen choirs, teaches a
Sunday School class, and serves as
church pianist.

Kathy Henderson is a 1969 graduate
of Free Will Baptist Bible College. She
is married to Doug Henderson, associ-
ate pastor of youth and music at First
FWB Church.

The FWB Press Association en-
couraged Mrs. Henderson to further
develop her journalistic skills by pursu-
ing professional training with the
scholarship funds.

The FWB Press Association Jour-
nalism Scholarship is awarded annual-
ly to a Free Will Baptist writer to
stimulate excellence in the field of
journalism.

The Press Association began meet-
ing informally in February 1978 as the
“Publications Committee,” and organ-
ized as the FWB Press Association in
May 1981. The group consists of staff
personnel from FWB national publica-
tions and literature-related areas.

RANDALL HOUSE PUBLICATIONS
ANNOUNCES ENLARGEMENT CAMPAIGN RESULTS

NASHVILLE, TN—Many churches
surged in Sunday School attendance
as they participatedin the Fall enlarge-
ment campaign sponsored by Randall
House Publications.

The following churches were de-

DIVISION CHURCH
A 1st Farmington, Farmington, MO
B 1st West Tuisa, Tulsa, OK
2nd Mt. Calvary, Hookerton, NC
C 1st Guin, Guin, AL
2nd Northside, Stockton, CA
D 1st Liberty, Durham, NC
2nd East Side, Muldrow, OK
E 1st First, Fayette, AL
2nd Poteau First, Poteau, OK
F 1st First, Checotah, OK
2nd Sutton, Pocahontas, AR
G 1st Victory, E. Wenaichee, WA
2nd First, St, Croix, VI
H ist  Ashland, Hayward, CA
2nd First, Grand Rapids, Ml

Central, Great Bend, KS

clared division winners and received
appropriate awards.

The Spring 1984 enlargement cam-
paign, “Free Indeed,” begins March 4,
1984,

SPRING CAMPAIGN AVG.

AVG. AVG. INCREASE
686 851 24.05%

480 521.6 8.67%

409 417 1.96%

332 394.1 18.70%

300 332.6 10.87%

239 305.4 48.70%

222 303 36.49%

168 234 39.29%

158 211 33.54%

141 205 45.39%

128 173.2 35.31%

69 128.8 B6.67%

85 150 76.47%

12 29 147.67%

15 30.4 102.67%

33 42 27.27%



MARCH 15 DEADLINE FOR WRITERS’ CONTEST

NASHVILLE, TN—Deadline for re-
ceiving entries for the 1984 Writers’
Contest is March 15, according to
Harrold Harrison, contest director.

The seventh annual Writers’ Con-
test, sponsored by Randall House Pub-
lications, gives entrants seven cate-
gories from which to choose.

The contest is designed to: (1) help
discover latent talent, (2) give oppor-
tunity for the development of known
writing talent, {3) provide an outlet for
the expression and recognition of cre-
ative writing skills.

Each entry should be accompanied
by a registration fee of $10. Direct
entries and fees to: Harrold D.
Harrison, Writers’ Contest Director,
P.O.Box 17306, Nashville, Tennessee
37217, Make checks payable to Randall
House Publications.

FREE tuition to the Free Will Baptist
Writers’ Conference is available to
each contestant, Meals and lodging
are not included. The conference
meets on the Free Will Baptist Bible
College campus May 11-12.

RULES OF ENTRY
1. Any member of a church in the National

Association of Free Will Baptists may enter.

2. Each eniry must be religious in nature and
the original, unpublished work of the contes-
tant,

3. Entries must be typewritten; otherwise, they
will not be considered. Each typewritten
page should have 25 double-spaced lines of
type. Each line should be approximately 70
spaces in length, The writer's name, address,
and category of entry {Short Story, Poetry,
efc.}, as well as the approximate fotal num-
ber of words in the entry, are to be placed in
the upper right-hand corner of the first page.
Please adhere to the requirements listed
under “CATEGORIES” as to the length of
each entry in the seven categories.

N

. Entries must be postmarked no later than
March 15, 1984, Enfries postmarked after
March 15, 1984 will not be considered.

w

. A contestant may submit one entry each in
no more than fwo categories {the $10 entry
fee is required for each entry); however,
he/she is eligible for first place in only one
category. (Please do not send morethan one
entry in any one category and no more than
two entries toial) All entries become the
property of the Free Wil Baptist Sunday
School and Church Training Department

{doing business as Randall House Publica-
tions).

6. Winners will be announced in press releases
to editors of Free Wili Baptist state papers,
where applicable, and in Contacf Magazine
and Scope.

7. Winning entries may be published in Scope
Magazine orrelated periodicals, space, time,
and priorities permitting.

CATEGORIES

1. Exegesis/Sermon. Each exegesis should de-
velop a brief passage of scripture, not to
exceed 15 verses in length, Each entry should
be at least 10 pages in length but not more
than 14 pages. Sermon text and subject are
left to the discretion of the writer, Qutlining is
suggested, but not mandatory.

2, Short Story. A short story should not exceed
25 pages in length,

3. Poetry. Poetry entries should consist of
riymed or unrhymed verses of not more
than 100 lines which develop a central theme
or image.

4. Tract. Gospel tracts or tracts on special
spirituai subjects are acceptabie. These
should be short enough to be published in
the usual tract format; not more than six
pages.

5. Play/Skits. Not to exceed 14 pages in length,
plays or skits should contain plot, theme,
dialogue, characterization, setting, suggested
set design, and stage directions.

6. Book. A book entry may be of any nature as
long as it serves a religious purpose, Sugges-
tions include devotional guides, novels, com-
mentaries, guides to practical Christian liv-
ing, etc. Length should not exceed 50,000
words.

7. Art/Visuals. In this category, any one of the
following would be acceptable: a photo,
painting, drawing, poster, or slides adhering
to the main principles of element and design.
Each entry must be a minimum of §” X 10”.

CRITERIA

Entries will be judged on the basis of contes-
tant's creativity, composition techniques, origi-
nality, expertise of the literary or art form
selected, impact, and theme content.

AWARDS

In each of the seven categories the awards
are;

First place—$25

Second place—$15

Third place—3$10

DEPARTMENT ANNOUNCES
MARCH DEADLINE FOR
LAYMAN OF THE YEAR

NOMINATIONS

NASHVILLE, TN—The annual Lay-
man of the Year award will receive
nominees until March 1, according to
Master's Men General Director James
Vallance.

The Master’s Men Board reviews
each nomination and selects the man
they believe has demonstrated the
most outstanding devotion to Jesus
Christ and His work in 1983. Nomina-
tions should be based on accomplish-
ments for the 1983 calendar vear.

Two awards will be presented: LAY-
MAN OF THE YEAR and RUNNER-
UP LAYMAN OF THE YEAR. These
will be presented at the Annual Mas-
ter's Men Breakfast, July 18, in Little
Rock, Arkansas during the Nationai
Convention.

The Certificate of Recognition wil}
be given to each layman nominated,
evenif heis not selected as Layman of
the Year or Runner-Up Layman of the
Year, These certificates will be pre-
sented during the Annual Master’s
Men Breakfast on July 18 to those who
are present. For those men unable to
attend, the certificate will be mailed to
pastors for appropriate presentation.

All pastors are encouraged to par-
ticipate. The church does not have to
have a Master’s Men chapter in order
to participate.

For nomination forms and further
information, contact:

Master’s Men

P.C. Box 17306
Nashville, TIN 37217
(615} 366-0318
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newsfront

{continued)

ALABAMA CHURCH BURNS MORTGAGE

MONTGOMERY, AL—Members of
First Free Will Baptist Church, Mont-
gomery, celebrated mortgage burning
ceremonies October 2, 1983.

Pastor John F. Parker led the con-
gregation in the time of special praise,
singing, and reflection on God’s good-
ness.

The mortgage had been paid in July,
but members waited until October for
the official activities.

The church added eight new mem-
bers in recent months.

Top Sheif

Cliff Schimmels, How to Help Your
Child Survive and Thrive in Public
School (Old Tappan, New Jersey:
Fleming H. Revell Company, 1982, 190
pp., hardback, $8.95).

hristian schools are an impor-
‘ tant ministry in many churches

today, and numerous parents
choose a Christian school as the best
place for their children to receive an
education. Yet, all children from Chris-
tian homes do not attend Christian
schools.

For a variety of reasons, most Chris-
tian young people receive the bulk, if
not all, of their education and training
in pubiic schools. These Christian stu-
dents need and deserve a little extra
help.

This book is written by a committed
Christian with many years experience
in education, both in the classroom
and in administrative positions.

The volume is intended for parents

of Christian young people who attend
public schools. Dr. Schimmels’ basic
assumption is that the home is more
important in the child’s overall develop-
ment than the school.

If parents can (and will) provide
proper support, guidance, and help at
home, the child’s Christian agrowth
need not be stopped just because he
attends a public school.

S chimmels offers a great deal of

practicail advice for Christian par-
ents. He discusses the power and
influence which the school has over
the child. He points out what the
school can and cannot do for the child.

No school (public or Christian) can
meet a child’s total educational needs.
Parents cannot leave the entire task to
the scheool; they must become per-
sonally involved. The author gives
some excellent suggestions to help
parents become more involved.

One of the most valuable sections
in the book deals with parent-teacher
relationships. Parents should get to
know the men and women who teach
their children. Parents should not go
to school only when serious problems
arise. Schimmels outiines the qualities

which parents should expect ina good
teacher.

The author offers helpful ideas on
how parents can help children deal
with the problems of drugs, alcohol,
and illicit sex. Every child faces peer
pressure while he is in school.
Schimmels offers suggestions to par-
ents on how they can help their chii-
dren through these difficult situations.

The final section of the book dis-
cusses the contemporary educational
scene in language which the layman
can understand. This material is espe-
cially helpful to parents who find it diffi-
cult to understand modern education.
After all, education has changed a
great deal since most parents were in
school.

This is a book which [ can, and do,
recommend. Most Free Wili Baptist
young people today attend public
schools; this will probably be the case
for several years to come. The church
cannot simply abandon them,

These students and their parents
need some help along the way. This
book is not the answer to ali problems,
but it gives a great deal of sound
advice. &
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Green Tree Bible Study

Robert E. Picirilli

John 13 (Part One)

The

Original Footwashing

ewho observe the ceremony
w of footwashing are in a de-
cided minority among Chris-

tians. Still, we think we’re on solid
biblical grounds, with John 13 our
cornerstone.

Four of these Bible studies will be
devoted to this chapter and its lessons.
This first one reviews the setting of the
original incident,

Knowing His “hour” had come,
Jesus went openly to Jerusalem in the
face of the hostility of His enemies. He
taught publicly in the temple in spite of
the building tension.

On Thursday He made ready to eat
Passover, with the twelve, after the
setting sun marked the beginning of
the new day. We can but barely ap-
preciate His mixed emotions.

The passage might be outlined thus:

wv. 2-5, Jesus begins the washing
of the disciples’ feet;
vy, 6-11, Jesus answers the ob-

jection of Simon Peter;
vy, 12-17, Jesus discusses the
implications of His action.

Two questions about the timing
arise.

Firs¥, at what time did the foot-
washing take place, in relation to the
Passover meal? Some transiations read
“supper being ended” (NKJB), while
some read “during supper” (NASB).

The difference (which partly reflects
uncertainty about the tense of the
verb in the original Greek) is not very
important, Either way, He “rose from
supper” (v. 4).

Apparently, then, this was some-
thing unique, and not the customary
washing of feet that might naturally
have taken place, upon entering the
room, before the meal.

Second, what was the timing in
relation to theinstitution of “the Lord’s
supper”? Since John does not relate
that event, we may never be able to be
absolutely sure.

One thing is clear: Judas was still
present for the feetwashing (vv. 10,
11}); the discussion about the betraver
and Judas’ departure followed (vv. 18-

30). In Matthew 26:21-29 and Mark
14:18-25 the Lord’s supper came after
the discussion of the betrayer (but cf.
Lk.22:14-23). Probably, then, the feet-
washing was earlier. Regardless, “sup-
per” in verse 4 means the Passover,
not what we cali the Lord’s supper.

When you picture this inyour mind,
don’t let Leonardo da Vinci's “The
Last Supper,” or our modern customs,
lead you astray. In Jesus' day, they
reclined at meals, each one lying on his
own fow “couch.” That way Jesus
couid make His way from one to the
other without any shifting on their
part, and their feet were easily acces-
sible. (Compare Luke 7:36-50.)

Be clear about one thing: Jesus was
doingwhat would customarily be done
by a servant, or by someone who
couldn’t afford a servant. That explains
Peter’s protest: surely Jesusshouldn’t
wash his feet!

No doubt the others felt the same
way, only they were never so quick to
speak as Peter. But for Him who had
come down so far from the glorious
heavenlies, it was little more to wash
their {feet. As unworthy as we are, He
served us all. A




The Free Will Baptist Pulpit

.‘ Tom Malone, Pastor

First Free Will Baptist Church, Florence, Alabama

The Demand of Discipleship

INTRODUCTION

True Christianity is an all-out commit-
ment to Jesus. Jesus is not looking for
people who will give their spare time, but
for those who wili give Him first place.

Thousands are drifting aimlessly. The
Lord is looking for that person who will
give an undying allegiance to Him and is
willing to renocunce self to follow Him.

Nothing less than unconditional sur-
render could ever be a fitting response to
His sacrifice at Calvary.

Jesus made stringent demands on those
who would be His disciples. Demands that
have been overlooked. Too often Chris-
tianity is looked upon as an escape from
Hell and a guarantee of Heaven. Beyond
that we feel we have the right to enjoy the
best that life has to offer us.

Notice our Lord’s demands for disci-
pleship.

[. ASUPREMELOVEFCR CHRIST (Luke
14:26)

This does not mean we are to have
bitter hatred towards our relatives. But it
means our love to Christ should be so
great that all other love is as hatred in
comparison,

Note further what the verse says, . ..
and his own life also.” This is the most
difficult part of the verse. Self love is the
stubbernness hindrance to discipleship.
Not until we lay down our life for Him can
He use us.

il. ADENIAL OF SELF (Matthew 16:24a).

Denial of self is not the same as self
denial. Self denial means giving up certain
foods, pleasures or possessions. Denial of
self means complete submission to the
lordship of Christ to the extent that self has
no right or authority at all (I Corinthians
6:19-20).

John 6:66-68

Note Matthew 16:25. Jesus said if a
person would try to save his life he would
lose it, but if he is willing to deny self, lose
seif for His sake, he wili find life in Him.
Denying self, crucifying self, is the most
difficuit experience.

1. ADELIBERATE CHOOSING OF THE
CROSS (Matthew 16:24b),

The cross is not some physical infirmity
or mental anguish as some say; these
things are common to all men. The crossis
a pathway deliberately chosen. A path of
dishonor and reproach as far as the world
is concerned.

The cross symbolizes the shame, per-
secution and abuse which the worid heaped
upon Jesus and wiit heap upon you, if you
dare to stand against it. “. . . the servant is
not greater than his lord.”

IV. A LIFE SPENT IN FOLLOWING
JESUS (Matthew 16:24c).

The best way to understand these words
would be to ask ourselves the question,
what characterized the life of Jesus?

His was a life of obedience to the will of
God. A life lived in the power of the Holy
Spirit. A life of unseifish service for others.
Alife of patience and suffering in the face of
the gravest wrongs. A life of zeal, of giving,
of self controt, of meekness, of kindness, of
faithfulness, of devotion. “He that saith he
abideth in Him ought himself also so to
walk even as He walked” (I John 2:6).

V. A FERVENT LOVE FOR ALL WHO
BELONG TO CHRIST (John 13:35).

This is the love that esteems others
better than self. The love that covers a
multitude of sins. The love that prays
instead of picking. Paul describes this love
in [ Corinthians 13:4-7. When we learn to
love this way, then will the world know that
what we have is real.

If we love Christ, we will love His
children (I John 2:9-11; 4:20; 5:1). Without
tove, discipleship would be cold and legal-
istic.

VI. AN UNSWERVING CONTINUANCE
IN HIS WORD (John 8:31).

The word “discipleship” suggests con-
tinvance. Many start out weli and go
ahead, only to soon lag and stop. The test
of discipleship is endurance to the end.

Jesus said “, . . no man having put his
hand to the plow and looking back is fit for
the kingdom of God.” Constant, consistent,
continuance is a term for true discipteship.

Keep me from turning back.

The handles of my plough with tears are

wet.

The shears with rust are spoiled, and

yet, and yet,

My God! My God! Keep me from

turning back.

VII. A FORSAKING OF ALL TO FOL-
LOW HIM (Luke 14:33)

This is a hard saying, perhaps the most
unpopular of Christ's terms of discipleship
and may prove to be the most unpopular
versein the Bible. Theologians, preachers,
teachers and self can give 1,000 reasons
why it does not mean what it says.

“ ..Forsaking All. ... " Jesus did not
make this demand of a certain select
crowd. He said, “whosoever.” We are
willing to take the whosoever of salvation,
but shun the whosoever of discipleship. He
did not say we must be willing to forsake all
but to actively do it,

He did not say we must forsake only a
partof;Hesaid"” ... allhe hath....” He did
not say a diluted form of discipleship would
be possible for the one who hoids onto his
treasures.

CONCLUSION

These are His terms for discipleship. |
realize much of what has been said has
condemned us all, but must the truth of
God be suppressed because of our failures?
The message is always greater than the
messenger. May we pray, “Lord thy will be
done, though it results in my own undo-
ing.” &
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