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Successful

By Jim Lauthern
‘ ‘ obody really cares

about me,” a young

single adult said re-
cently. “I don't have a wife or child. My
parents and relatives live in another
state. My fellow workers are married.
My church friends feel that [ don't ‘fit’
into their social structure. Many times
I am very lonely.”

Being alone does not have to mean
beinglonely. Many churches are start-
ing and developing effective and excit-
ing ministries for singles.

A well-balanced singles ministry
should have a three-fold purpose: a
ministry to, a ministry through, and a
ministry together with the singles.

Ministering To Singles

A recent article in .8, News &
World Report revealed a 78 percent
increase in single adults since 1970.
There has been a385 percent increase
in Americans living alone since 1950,
up from four million to 19.4 million.

A survey of current church attend-
ers and prospects would indicate that
most churches could be involved in a
singles ministry right now.

It’s imporiant that a program be
developed especially for singles. They
do not belongin the Teen Class nor do
they belong in the Young Married
Class. They have unique needs, prob-
lems, and opportunities.

The leader or leaders must have a
genuine concern for a singles ministry.
Being available, supportive, and con-
cerned are essential for anyone work-
ing with singles.

The obvious place to start is with a
Sunday School class. One small con-
gregation recently started a Sunday
School class with seven singles attend-
ing the first class meeting.

Within a week one young man was
converted. Within two months the
class peaked with 18 in attendance.
Other spiritual decisions were also
made, and the class was reaching out
to others,

Challenge magazine, pubiished by
Randall House Publications, provides
a good approach to Bible study for
singles. The informal and practical
format of this quarterly is excellent for
group discussion and individual in-
volvement in Bible research and study,
It has a strong life-application empha-
sis.

The Sunday School class should be
the catalyst for other ministries to
singles. Retreats, conferences, social
activities, prayer groups, and group
projects come later,

But remember that although singies
are a unique group, they are adults
with different, individuat personalities
and needs. Some singles have never
been married, while others are single
again {divorced or widowed).

Although they may tend to be more
independent in their lifestyies, they
need and desire the fellowship and
concern of the church family. They
need to be a vital part of the entire
church program.

Ministering Through Singles

The singles in church provide a
wealth of talent, energy, and volunteer
workers for the local church program,

Some say that a church shouldn’t
have a singles ministry because it is
just another program where singles
are isolated as they are in the secuiar
society. Singles should be ministered
to in a special program tailored for
them, but they shouid also be involved
in mainline programs of the local
church as they minister to others.

Here are a few of the ways to
minister through the singles:



Senior Citizens, Singles can plan
and sponsor spiritual and social pro-
grams for senior citizens in the local
church and community. Shopping trips
to local malls, special banquets, musi-
cal programs, Bible study groups, and
craft groups are just a few ideas for
group projects.

Individual caring can be demon-
strated through providing transporta-
tion for doctor’s appointments, grocery
shopping, help with writing personal
and business correspondence, and
other individual needs.

Since many families are separated
by distance today, another effective
program for singles and senior citizens
is the “adopt a grandparent” program,
By mutual agreement, singles and
senior citizens are matched together
and spend time together. They also
remember special days for each other
with small gifts,

Youth Ministries. The enthusiasm
and energy of singles can be used in
the youth program. They are aware of
the needs and problems of teens. They
should be challenged to set Christian
examples for the youth. They can be
used in both spiritual and social pro-
grams.

Outreach Program. Singles can pro-
vide a work force in the local church
visitation program. They can be used
in community survey projects, tele-

phone surveys, soul-winning teams,
tract distribution, street services, com-
munity institutional services, prison
ministries, hospital visitation, absentee
follow-up, and discipieship training.

Building and maintenance work at
the local church can be assisted by
singles. Preparation and mailing of
church newsletters, missionary news-
letters, and other publications are pos-
sible projects for singles. Special pro-
grams of drama and music can utilize
the talents of singles and minister to
the entire congregation.

Ministering Together
With Singles

What can be done for the singles in
your church and community?

First, plan a meeting with your
singles, Even if you only have a small
number of singles, organize a Sunday
Schoot class for them if they want to
get started with a ministry.

Much prayer and consideration
should be given to selecting the class
teacher or teachers. Help them start
other activities for themselves, Minis-
ter to them.

Make singles a part of your church
program, Use them in the ministry of
the church program. Minister through
them.

Treat them as individuals and as
maturing adults. They don’t want to be
“singled” out. They need to fellowship
with church families. They want to
help. Minister together with them.

There are many unsaved singles in
our communities. They desperately
need to be reached for Christ. Many of
them are lonely and would be recep-
tive to the gospel.

Christian singles reaching out to
unsaved singles would be the most
effective way to reach this vast mission
field. a

ABOUT THE WRITER: Jim Lauthern is an
assistant director with Randall House Publica-
tions. He teaches the Singles Sunday School
Ciass af Fellowship Free Will Baptist Church,
Antioch, Tennessee.

People Who Are Blessings

By Floyd Wolfenbarger

ince I've pastored here for two

years, I'm sure you have no-

ticed thatl am not a sentimen-
talist. However, I want to let you know
when you have been a blessing.

THE AMEN FOLK. Though I am
prepared to make a solitary commit-
ment for moral principle, it is such a
blessing to hear a sincere “Amen!”
That tells me that ! don’t stand alone
and that others who support and up-
hold the preacher are willing to be
heard,

THEFAITHFUL FOLK. You didn’t
notice me as [ watched you enter the
church leading a wide-eyed little boy to
Sunday School for the first time. I

never patted you on the back but |
quietly thanked God for faithful bus
workers, Sunday School teachers, and
others who can be counted on week
after week, year after year to do their
part in the work of the Lord,

THE PRAYING FOLK. An egotis-
tical preacher is a fool. He thinks that
the church moves on his power. I
know that | couldn't preach, teach,
witness, or administer apart from the
fervent prayers of faithful folk.

I don’t even know who vou are; |
can’t listen in on your prayer closet;
but I know you are there and | need
you and appreciate you,

THE THOUGHTFUL FOLK. I of-
ten come home to find okra, squash,
eggs, or tomatoes on my steps. No

one told you to do it. They are often
left anonymously. You certainly didn’t
have to do it, but your thoughtfuiness
is a great blessing.

Some of you rarely talk to me, but
['ve watched as you’ve gone out of
your way on behalf of my wife and
daughter. Such thoughtfulness is a
refreshing attribute of our fellowship.

THE SMILING FOLK. You never
leave without shaking my hand and
giving me a smile, Even now, I can
close my eyes and see a smile stretch-
ing across your face. You may be two
or 92, but | wish you really knew how
much you are a blessing to me. 4

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Floyd
Wolfenbarger pastors First Free Will Buptist
Church, Russellville, Arkansas.
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they could set aside to take care of
these tasks. They presented seven to
the apostles, who laid their hands on
these chosen men and prayed on their
behalf. This was serious business to
the early church.

Further, in I Timothy 3:8-13 Paul
lists the qualifications of a deacon. We
have churches whose pastors appar-
ently do not believe or practice this
portion of the Bible. I've known of men
becoming deacons simply because they
were nominated from the floor at a
church business meeting.

I believe more prayer and study
should go into the selection of a dea-
con, and that a man ought fo have a
burning desire to serve before he’s
called to be a deacon.

The church is warned in the Word
of God against placing men in office
who are novices (voung and immature
in the work). lwas 55 years old before ]
was old enough. My fellow deacons,
we need to take our position more
seriously than we do.

some of my deacon friends for say-

ing this, but somewhere along the
way we reached the conclusion that
we're to run the church, That is not
what we were set aside to do.

We are called to be the pastor’s
friend and helper. Our lives should be
such that we could be considered the
spiritual leaders of the church along
with the pastor. People must be able to
confide in us and seek counsel from
us, knowing that we would not betray
confidences.

Men, if necessary, take a confidence
to your grave before you destroy the
trust that people have placed in you.

I'm reminded of a dear deacon, the
late “Buck” Turley, who lived in Tulsa.
1, along with others, could go to Brother
Turley any hour of the day or night and
he would listen and advise the best he
could. After leaving him, we knew the
conversation would go no further.
Confidentiality is a must.

Our responsibilities as deacons are
varied. We not only serve at the com-
munion service and prepare the basin
and towels for feet washing, but we are
to look after the widows and orphans.
So, you see fellows, we have more to
do than tell the pastor what to preach
or who to schedule for revivals,

l know [ won't be too popular with

ears ago when our churches
Y did not have full-time pastors, a

circuit-riding preacher would
preach in a church maybe once a
month. The rest of the time it was left
to the deacons to see that the church
functioned and to oversee the congre-
gation.

Later on, as our churches began to
hire full-time pastors, we seemed to
carry over this authority and continued
to try to dominate and rule the church.

Do you remember the Amen Corner
where deacons would sit and encour-
age the preacher with a hearty
“Amen’? Why wasn’t this tradition
carried over to the present day?

I dare say that if an “amen” was
heard in some of our churches, it
would scare the women and children.

I'm aware that there are times dea-
cons must be able to take over. For
instance, if a pastor starts preaching
doctrine contrary to the Word of God,
then it falls the deacons’ place to
handle the matter.

Or, if a pastor falls into immorality,
then a deacon board would be expect-
ed to stepin. I confess that when | was
younger, 1 sometimes fell into the
same thinking as some of our “old time
deacons,” but | like to think that as |
grow older, I am also getting wiser.

here’s an interesting character
I in llIl John. Diotrephes was a
man who ran {and could have

ruined) the church. Fellow deacons,
God forbid that any one of us deacons

become like Diotrephes. Instead, let
us be concerned with the needs of our
church family, which includes the pas-
tor and his family.

Isn’t it refreshing when your boss
calls you into his office for an unex-
pected raise in pay and a pat of
appreciation on the back? How we
need to not let our pastors go lacking.

We should be aware of his needs as
if they were our own, Freeing his mind
from worry over financial matters wil
allow him to devote his time and
energy to the task God has called him
to, that of shepherding his flock.

In conclusion, let me say that as a
deacon myself, | feel a great responsi-
bility to love and pray for the peoplein
my church. And just as important is
my responsibility to the man God has
placed to serve as my pastor.

We must present to our people a
united front—a pastor and group of
deacons who serve together, love to-
gether, and pray together over the
needs of our local body of believers.

Several of our churches have a
practice that contributes to this unity.
A few minutes prior to the worship
service, the deacons lay hands on their
pastor and pray for him in the privacy
of his study. What a great way to
encourage a pastor before he steps
into the pulpit to proclaim the Word of
God!

My deacon friends, may God help
us to be all we were set aside to be. a

ABOUT THE WRITER: Raymond Lee is a
deacon in Firsi Free Will Baptist Church, Hous-
ton, Texas. He also serves as moderator of the
Texas State Association.
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By Clarence Lewis money. Others inject their bodies
with drugs and narcotics. And still
others teach their players how to

e're number one! The break the rules and get away with it.
ultimate goal in Information surfaced at a recent
competition today is to basketball official’s meeting that in
be number one. We all want to be coaching clinics players are taught to
winners. There is nothing wrong in screen differently on the side of the
having a desire to win. That is only court away from the referee than on
natural. the side of the court where the
But many go to any extreme to referee is located, taking advantage

win. Some spend large sums of of the referee’s blind side and gaining

the advantage on your opponent
with illegal maneuvers.

Win at any cost. That is the
philosophy of today’s competition.
Win-Win-Win,

More Than Winning

Much of the problem with the win-
win-win philosophy is that we are
accustomed to measuring success in
competition by comparing wins
versus losses. It is generally thought
a team that wins is successful and a
team that loses is not.

However, as I'm certain you've
noticed, no matter how well we
perform, we will not always win.

It is possible for a team to play to
the best of its abilities and lose. A
girl's basketball team once went an
entire regular season without winning
a game. Their season was not a
failure because they shouldn’t have
won any games,

Success in competition is more
than winning the contest. We should
give our best while competing. We
should play hard, develop our
strengths, and strengthen our
weaknesses, and improve our play.

We can become so possessed
with the desire to win that we turn to
questionable tactics to win. That is
where we as Christians must draw
the line. I'm all for good, clean
competition, buf not this



confrontation where friends turn to
enemies or love turns to hate. That is
not Christian,

If we as Christians are going to
compete, we need to compete with
the proper perspectives. We
shouldn’t have to decide whether we
are going to play to win or whether
we are going to play like Christians.
The two should not be separated.

A Christian should compete to
win properly. Play hard, give your
best, but do it all within the rules of
the game and within God's set of
Christian rules.

Don't screen differently on the
back side of the court than you do
on the front side. You don't have to
hate your opponent to win, Do your
best while playing, but do it properly.

Give Your Best

We need to learn to compete to
the best of our abilities. All anyone
can do is give his best. Once we have
given our best, we should be content
with the outcome of the contest
whether it is a win or a loss.

We should learn from our
mistakes to strive to improve our
performance for the next contest,
and the cycle starts over.

How many times have you seen a
basketball game decided on one free
throw within the {ast minute of the
game? The free throw could easily be
made or missed, That one free throw
should not determine a team’s entire
game performance.

A team | once coached played the
league’s number one team. We led
the entire game until the fourth
quarter when three turnovers cost us
the victory. Yet, it was the most
successful game we played ali year,
even though we lost,

In spite of all the victories that
year, none of them were as well
played as that one loss. The game
was not a failure just because we
lost.

Too much emphasis is placed on
winning. R. Peter Andrews, an
athletic director of a Christian high
school, wrote, “We, therefore, must
encourage not only our own team
but our opponents as well. We must
out of love, encourage both sides to
play to the best of their abilities and
be fully satisfied when the best team
wins.”

Disguised Christian
Perspective

A Christian perspective of
competition is often disquised in
various ways.

Gestures

One way is through outward
gestures or appearances that we
program into ourselves to give us the
appearance of being “good sports”
or “Christian,” such as shaking
hands before, during, or after a
contest with your opponent,
opponent’s coaches and officials.

There is nothing more hypocritical
than a winner very excitedly going to
the opposition, grabbing his hand,
and saying, “You played a FINE
game!”

If there is to be any shaking hands
at the end of a contest, it should be
the loser congratulating the winner.

Dress

Sometimes Christians become
overly protective when it comes to
dress in athletics. Each sport carries
its distinctive dress or uniform. But
we alter this dress to meet our
Christian standards. In some cases
this may not be a bad idea.

However, at times we are not
consistent in an attempt to appear
Christian. We no longer allow our
girls to wear shorts or pants to play
basketball, and our boys must now
wear parts, not shorts.

If we truly feel this is the Christian
thing to do, then how can we lower
our standards and play someone
who does not comply? How can we
in good conscience watch basketball
on TV? Athletic dress has now
become an attempt to disguise a
player as being “Christian.”

Prayer

Sometimes prayer can become a
mere formality at contests., We have
to be sure to get the prayer in. We
don’t want anyone to think we might
not be Christians.

Team prayer is best accomplished
while in the dressing room before
you reach the court. There are less
distractions, and everyone can
actually hear the prayer and feel
there is conversation with God.

People don't have to see you pray
to know you are a Christian,

A story is told of a basketball
player who knelt and prayed before
attempting free throws. There is
nothing wrong with kneeling and
praying, but the free throw line is not
the place for it,

The player couid have easily
whispered a prayer. The question
was raised as to why he didn’t go
through the same motions on an
attempted field goal.

Sermons

Some people attempt to turn
athletic contests into a religious
experience with sermons and
invitations, Just because we preach
doesn’t make an athletic contest
Christian. It is almost like saying we
cannot tell we are Christians unless
we go through the proper
mechanics.

People should be able to see
Christ in our lives during
competition, regardless if we dress in
a standard uniform or whether we do
or do not pray before a ballgame.

People should be able to see
Christ in our lives through our desire
to win properly. We as Christians
should give our best and play our
hardest in an effort to win, but we
must realize winning is not the only
thing, We must let Christ shine
through in our lives. Let your fife be
your witness. i

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mr. Clarence Lewis is
manager of the bookkeeping division at Randali
House Publications, Nashville, Tennessee.
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Directory
Update

ALABAMA

George Ritter to Harmony Church,
Leighton from First Church, Pleasant
Grove

Trellis Mayhall to New Home Church,
Brewton

ARKANSAS

Raymond Chronister to First Church,
Greenwood from Mineral Springs
Church, Muldrow, OK

Gene Cullumto Arbor Grove Church,
Hoxie from Pleasant Hill Church, Dover,
TN

GEORGIA
Walter Brady to First Church, Cairo

ILLINOIS

James Boggs to Webb’s Prairie
Church, Ewing from Salem Church,
Wayne City

Howard Flota to Rescue Church,
Whittington

OKLAHOMA

Lonny Burks to Shellenbarger
Church, Bixby from Huntsville Church,
Huntsville, AR

Bob L. Thomas to Mineral Springs
Church, Muldrow

TENNESSEE
Larry Hampton to First Church, Mur-
freesboro

OTHER PERSONNEL

Kevin Lauthern to Waest Tulsa
Church, Tuisa, OK as minister of youth
from Mt. Calvary Church, Hookerton,
NC as minister of youth

Rex Maynard to Christian Supply
Centre, Benton, IL as bookstore manager
from FWBBC bookstore

Joseph Cutler to Sherwood Church,
El Sobrante, CA as associate pastor/
youth from Immanuel Church, Jackson-
ville, FL as assistant pastor

‘Thank You For

Vour Contributions...

COOPERATIVE
GHIAHIENS

Free Wi Baptist

an

... Chrough the

Cooperative Channel

coor

December 1983

RECEIPTS:
State Design. Undesign. Total Dec.’82 Yr. toDate
Alabama $ 1,126.12 $ 24653 § 137265 $ 1,162.59 $ 12,544.41
Arizona .00 303.82 303.83 69.59 644.45
Arkansas .00 3,728.83 3,728.83 3,905.69 44,130.57
California .00 1,131.86 1,131.86 1,250.88 12,465.68
Florida .00 2,006.89 2,006.89 3,038.81 18,904.20
Georgia 8,000.73 5.00 8,005.73 3,445.57 45,085.22
Hawaii .00 .00 .00 .00 275.00
Idaho 00 00 .00 00 463.54
Tlinois 5,086.96 1,485.81 6,572.77 12,159.76 86,060.66
Indiana 00 .00 .00 00 314.10
[owa 00 .00 00 .00 258.45
Kansas 00 72.42 72.42 1,014.24 2,875.82
Kentucky 00 .00 .00 416.78 4,409.29
Maryland .00 .00 00 .00 460.00
Michigan 2,247.99 849 60 3,097.59 3,630.81 39,735.97
Mississippi .00 645.85 645.85 596.82 10,351.40
Missouri .00 12,466.40 12,466.40 11,303.89 77.,276.19
New Mexico 12.49 6.25 18.74 .00 1,331.46
North Carolina 40%.00 400.00 8(9.00 870.47 7,942.60
Ohio 539.00 2,560.40 3.09%.40 800.00 18,817.74
Oklahoma 20,696.06 7,944.73 28,640.,79 24,661.71 333,395.30
Tennessee 741.37 558.31 1,269.68 782.00 12,926.53
Texas 00 417.28 417.28 3,149.93 36,480.63
Virginia .00 192.78 192.78 .00 1,377.90
West Virginia 4,013.62 142.83 4,156.45 299.11 33,509.95
Menico .00 .00 .00 .00 200
Interest .00 .00 .00 285.00 00
Totals $42,873.34 $35,165.60 $78,038.94  $72,844.05 $802,039.06
DISBURSEMENTS:
Executive Office $ 6468 $11,749.43  $11,814.11 $10,737.71 $138,646.29
Foreign Missions 28,653.40 5,385.74 34,039.14 33,144.54 386,821.81
FWBBC 1,472.03 5,385.74 6,857.77 B8,185.74 74,032.77
Home Missions 11,500.04 4,214.90 15,714.94 14,384.73 129,254.19
Retirement & Insurance 1,041.49 3,512.44 4,553.93 3,849.34 31,401.83
Master’s Men 93.66 3,044.09 3,132,756 1,847.51 24,362.06
Commission on Theological

Liberalism 6.558 234.14 240,69 373.72 2,176.61
FWB Foundation .00 1,404.98 1,404 .98 175.00 12,199.78
Historical Commission 50 234.14 239.15 .00 197232
Radio/TV Commission .00 .00 .00 .00 180.00
Alabama Children’s Home 00 .00 .00 .00 506.88
Tennessee Children’s Home .00 .00 .00 36.39 100.00
California Christian College 16,68 .00 16.68 .00 85.77
Convention .00 .00 .00 00 150.00
Hillsdale College 19.80 .00 19.80 00 148.75
WNAC 00 .00 .00 109.37 .00
Totals $42,873.34 $35,165.60  $78,038.94  $72,844.05 $802,039.06
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ILLINOIS (From Page 13)

Included in this early fellowship was
a group of Union Baptists and a group
of Separate Baptists. This type of
organization continued until the merg-
er with the Northern Baptists in 1911,
at which time Free Will Baptist work in
this state almost ceased. Only in the
southern part of the state did a small
group of Free Will Baptist churches
maintain their identity.

In his sketch concerning the lllinois
State Association, Rev. George
Waggoner writes, “These non-merging
Free Will Baptists were in the Franklin
County and Wayne County Quarterly

CONTACT
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Meetings . . . . The Free Bapiist
Cyclopedia indicates that the Free
Will Baptists in this particular area of
the state were founded as a result of
influences other than the Randall
movement missionaries from the East.

“The names of H. S. Gordon, J. C.
Gilliland, S. S. Branch are prominently
mentioned. After the merger, these
two quarterly meetings formed the
Southern IHinois Yearly Conference of
Free Wil Baptists.”

Until 1960, this yearly conference
was the broadest organization within
the state. It was composed of the
Franklin, Wayne, and Freedom Quar-
terly Meetings with 44 member
churches. On August 20 of that year,
the lllinois State Association of Free
Will Baptists was organized at the
Campgrounds in Benton, lllinois.

The new crganization consisted of
six quarterly meetings and two district
conferences. Regular officers for the
State Association were Leon McBride,
moderator; Claude Hampleman, assis-
tant moderator; Jesse Boswell, clerk;
and Betty Hampleman, treasurer.

There were some churches in both
the Franklin County and Freedom
Quarterly Meetings that did not be-
come members of the new Illinois
State Association, and they continue
as independent churches {unaffiliated}
to this day.

The present Hflinois State Associa-
tion has 45 member churches, a com-
bined membership of 2,239, six quar-
terly or district associations, 75 or-
dained ministers, eight licensed minis-
ters, and 106 ordained deacons.

These churches are also organized
together into a Sunday School Alliance
which owns and operates Camp Hope.
The camp is located on 25 beautiful
wooded acres near the town of Ewing.
New buildings were constructed three
years ago at a cost of $350,000,

The facility is used for youth camps,
adult camp and retreats during the
summer and fall. In the winter, the
Free Will Baptist churches of that area
have a basketball league and games
are played in the camp gymnasium.

[llinois owns a state book store, the
Christian Supply Centre, in Benton.
The store is located in the main section
of the city and is open to the public.
However, most of the business is done
as a service to the churches of the
state.

Since 1960, the state has had a

monthly publication, The Jilinois News-
letter. Three men have served as editor
and as State Promotional Secretary
during this period.

George Waggoner served first for a
period of 10 years, followed by Gene
Norris for about the same amount of
time. In 1980, David Shores assumed
this position.

Although our state is considered to
be one of the smaller associations,
lllinois has and continues to make a
large contribution to the national and
international ministries of our denomi-
nation. Per capita giving by this state is
the highest across the nation.

The Free Will Baptist people of
lllinois are to be commended for their
generosity in giving, not only their
financial support, but in giving their
children, their time and their energy in
building the kingdom of God.

Last year, lllinois had 35 students
enrolled at Free Will Baptist Bible
College. Others from the state are
serving with the Home Missions De-
partment; vet others are foreign mis-
sionaries in distant lands.

Illinois is a place of opportunity for
Free Will Baptists. There are many
cities throughout the state with popula-
tions in excess of 50,000 and no Free
Will Baptist church. Cook County and
Chicago alone have over 5,000,000
with only one church of our denomina-
tion within the city.

The industrial cities of the northern
part of the state and the farming
communities in the rest of the state
need dedicated workers to build
strong, Bible-believing churches.

Presently, John Hollis serves as
home missionary in Effingham and is
establishing the Crossroads Free Will
Baptist Church. In that location, the
closest church for this new mission to
fellowship is 50 miles to the south.

Pray about coming to “The Land of
Lincoln.” lllinois has a total population
of over 12 million people. As vou look
at the cities teeming with men, women
and children, or look at the broad, rich
prairie of this great state, the words of
Jesus are almost audible, “The harvest
truly is great, but the labourers are
few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the
harvest, that he would send forth
labourersinto his harvest” (Luke 10:2),

A
ABQOUT THE WRITER: Reverend David Shores
pastors Ina Free Wil Baptist Church, Ing,

Hlinois. He also serves as the illinois Promotional
Secretary,



By Waldo Young

he First Oklahoma Associa-
tion consists of 27 churches
scattered across the central
Qkiahoma plains from Shawnee to
Yukon and from Norman to Edmond.

This is the story of how a group of
Sooners got involved in starting new
churches on the district association
and local church level.

In 1976 the Spencer Road FWB
Church in Spencer, Oklahoma, dis-
cussed purchasing land in the neigh-
boring community of Choctaw on
which to establish another Free Will
Baptist church.

Realizing that such an undertaking,
if it were done right, would require
more resources than they had, the
church recommended the project to
the mission board of First Oklahoma
Association. Accompanying the refer-
ral was the Spencer Road Church
commitment of $5,000 as a gift toward
the purchase of land.

The district mission board accepted
the project. Soon after the need was
made known, Jerry Dudley, a success-
ful pastor in the area, contacted the
board about his interest in the Choctaw
project. Land was located and pur-
chased—a choice five-acre site in
Choctaw just around the corner from
the high school,

With no prospects in sight for the
church, Pastor Dudley moved to the
area, and after a brief itinerate, began
services in the high school.

Within one year, the church erected
a 5,000 square-foot building on the
site. After four years of supplemental
support from the district missions
board, the church became self-sup-
porting.

It now exists as a strong local
church contributing to every phase of
the denominational program.

Before the Choctaw Church was
three years old, the board was con-
tacted by a small group from Shawnee.
The First FWB Church in Shawnee
had existed for several years, but had
only 10 to 15 people in attendance.

They proposed that the district mis-
sion board take their property, let the
congregation disband, and help in re-
establishing a new church. With the
consent of the association, the mission
board did just that.

How one Oklahoma district association
started three new churches in six vears.

Putting The “HOME”
Back In
Home Missions

The property, a building on a small
site, was deeded to the First Oklahoma
Association which turned the project
to the mission board. The property
was sold and a new five-acre site on
the outskirts of town purchased.
Delbert Akin, another experienced
area pastor, was selected by the board
and the church to lead the project.

Funds from the sale of the old
property were applied to the purchase
of the new site. Soon plans developed
and a new building of almost 5,000
square feet was erected. After four
vears of supplemental support by the
mission board, this church, the West-
gate FWB Church of Shawnee, be-
came self-supporting {January 1984).

These two projects, Choctaw and
Westgate Shawnee, have built a repu-
tation of success and confidence for
the board and the association that it
can be done. So it is being done again!

Only six years after the first project
was attempted, the third one is in
progress.

Afive-acre site has been purchased
on a corner in the outlying community
of Harrah, Oklahoma. Harrah is a
farming town turned suburban because
of its proximity to Oklahoma City and
many manufacturing plants. It will soon
have its own Free Will Baptist church,

After he graduates from Hillsdale
FWB College this May, and having
had three years of experience as asso-
ciate pastor at Spencer Road FWB
Church, 30-year-old Don Guthrie will
move to Harrah and begin the new
congregation. Five families who now
drive to other Free Will Baptist
churches in the area but who live in

Harrah, have committed themselves
to join in the project.

The Guthries began itinerate in
March and will be building a congrega-
tion by the summer. After the work
begins inrented facilities, plans call for
a building of approximately 5,000
square feet to be erected on the site.

We expect this church, within four
or five years, to be self-supporting and
contributing back into the work while
winning souls for Christ.

The district mission board is now
searching for property for another
new work. If land can be located,
payments will be made on it for two or
three years, and then the process will
start over again.

This is being done to establish
churches while, at the same time, the
board sponsors an annual missions
conference and strongly supports
many foreign and home missionaries
throughout the world. Most of our
churches are strong supporters of
education, both Hillsdale and Free
Will Baptist Bible Coliege, and they
generously support the Cooperative
Plan as well.

QOur 27 churches have started three
new churches in six years. Your asso-
ciation can probably do the same
thing, or something better. We think
it's time to put the “home” back in
home missions. &

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Waldo Young
is clerk of the First Oklahoma Association
Mission Board. He also serves as dean of men
at Hillsdale Free Will Baptist College, clerk of
the National Associafion of Free Will Baptists,
and interim pastor of Yukon FWB Church,
Yukon, Oklahoma.
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Announcing:

Fifth National
Master's Men
Conference

Theme: “Looking

qu A Man_” '_

April 26-28, 1984
-~ Camp Linden
~ Linden, TN

For further infor-
mation, write or
call:
Master's Men
P.O. Box 17306
Nashville, TN 37217
615-366-0318

Registration Deadline
March 31, 1984

1984 STATE

STATE
ALABAMA

ARIZONA

ARKANSAS

ATLANTIC CANADA

CALIFORNIA

FLORIDA

GEORGIA

IDAHO

[LLINOIS

INDIANA

RANSAS

KENTUCKY

MARYLAND

DATE & TIME

Starts: November 8, 9:30 a.m.
Closes: November 10, Noon

Starts: March 10, 10:00 a.m.
Closes: March 10, 3:00 p.m.

Starts: August 14, 7:30 p.m.
Closes: August 16, Noon

Starts: June 28
Closes: July 1

Starts: June 21, 7:30 p.m.
Closes: June 23, Noon

Starts: October 31, 7:30 p.m.
Closes: November 2, Noon

Starts; November 15, 7:00 p.m.

Closes: November 17, Noon

Starts: May 18, 8:00 p.m.
Closes: May 19, 3:00 p.m.

Starts: March 23, 9:00 a.m.
Closes: March 24, 4:30 p.m.

Starts: June 15, 7:00 p.m.
Closes: June 16, 3:00 p.m.

Starts: June 14, 7:30 p.m.
Closes: June 18, Noon

Starts: June 15, 7:30 p.m.
Closes: June 16, 4:00 p.m.

Starts: June 22, 8:00 p.m.
Closes; June 23, Noon

PLACE & ADDRESS

Eastside FWB Church
1509 East Main Street
Dothan, AL 36301

First FWB Church
2665 E. 18th St.
Tucson, AZ 85716

Camp Beaverfork Youth Camp
P.O. Box 1404
Conway, AR 72032

St. Johns Valley Bibie Camp
Hartland, N.B., Canada

California Christian College
4881 E. University
Fresno, CA 63703

Hollywood FWB Church
8530 Stirling Road
Hollywood, FL 33024

Norman Assembly
Between Tifton & Moultrie on
Us. 319

Airport Road FWB Church
757 S. Washington St.
Twin Falls, [D 83301

Camp Hope
Rt. 1
Ewing, IL 62836

Fellowship Chapel
La Porte, IN 46350

First FWB Church
1701 S. Sedgwick
Wichita, KS 67213

Marijon FWB Church
1449 Crissinger Road
Marion, OH 43302

Heritage FWB Church
Fredericksburg, VA 22401




STATE DATE & TIME

MICHIGAN Starts: June 15, 7:30 p.m.
Closes: June 16

MISSISSIPP] Starts: November 2, 9:30 a.m.
Closes: November 3, 2:00 p.m.

MISSOURI Starts: May 30, 7:30 p.m.
Closes: June 2, Noon

NEW MEXICO Starts: April 20, 1:30 p.m.

NORTH CAROLINA

MEETINGS

Closes: April 21, 4:00 p.m.

Starts: June 4, 11:00 a.m.
Closes: June 5, Noon

NORTHEAST Starts: November 9
ASSOCIATION Closes: November 10
NORTHWEST Starts; May 18, 7:30 p.m.

ASSOCIATION

QHIO Starts: June 22, 9:00 am.
Closes; June 23
OKLAHOMA Starts: October 15, 7:30 p.m.
Closes: October 18, 3:30 p.m.
SOUTH CAROLINA  Stiarts: February 16, 9:30 a.m.
Closes: February 17, 3:00 p.m.
TENNESSEE Starts: October 29, 7:00 p.m.
Closes: October 31, Noon
TEXAS Starts: June 6, 7:00 p.m.
Closes: June 8, 12:00 Noon
VIRGINIA Starts: June 14, 10:00 a.m.

WEST VIRGINIA

Closes: May 19, Noon

Closes: June 15, 9:30 p.m.

Starts: June 8, 9:30 a.m.
Closes: June 9, 3:00 p.m.

PLACE & ADDRESS

Kirby FWB Church
25528 Wick
Taylor, MI 48180

Gulf Coast FWB Church
2400 Dedeaux Road
Guifport, MS 39503

Nelson Community Center
Nelson Road
Lebanon, MO 65536

First FWB Church
6601 Leta Road N.E,
Albuguerque, NM 87113

Ahoskie FWB Church
500-504 Kiwanis St.
Ahoskie, NC 27910

First FWB Church
46 Woodland Drive
East Greenwich, R1 02818

First FWB Church
3505 Liberty Road S.E.
Salem, OR 97301

Heritage Temple FWB Church
2295 S, High St
Columbus, OH 43207

Civic Center
Muskogee, OK

Valley Falls FWB Church
Valley Fails, SC 29303

Doneison FWB Church

McGavock Pike & Knobdale Road

Nashville, TN 37214

Westfork District

First FWB Church
1019 Vinton Road, N.E,
Roanoke, VA 24012

Cedar Grove FWB Church
State Rt. 47
Parkersburg, WV 26101

Get some fresh
ideas for you
and your church.

Subscribe to
the CONTACT
Church Family
e Plan

Only $7 50 per
year—a savmgs

of $1 .00.

For more information
write:

CONTACT
P.O. Box 1088
Nashville, TN 37202

"Every church
'_subscribing to the

CONTACT
‘Church Famlly
‘Plan receives a
complimentary
subscnptron for
the pastor.
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BIBLE COLLEGE TRUSTEES APPROVE TELEPHONE, ENERGY CONTROL SYSTEMS

NASHVILLE, TN--The Free Wili Bap-
tist Bible College Board of Trustees
met on campus December 6.7 and
approved the purchase of new campus
telephone and heating/cooling control
systems, according to President
Charles A. Thigpen. The Board also
approved a semester’s sabbatical leave
for Dean Robert Picirilli,

The new telephone system will re-
place a leased system that has been
working at full capacity to handle the
67 carmpus phones. The new systernis
capable of expanding to accommodate

up to 400 telephones and wili be owned
by the college.

The trustees also approved installa-
tion of an energy control computer to
centralize control of heating and cool-
ing for all major campus buildings. The
computer will automatically adjust
thermostats and enable the college to
save money on energy bills, even if
energy costs continue to rise.

Dr. Picirilli plans a leave of absence
during this spring semester to write a
textbook on the life and writings of
Paul. For many years, Dr. Picirilli

taught a course on Pauline Writings at
the colliege, and his ciass notes are still
used by Bible College students and
others.

Trustees also approved hiring Mrs.
Genevieve Waddell to teach English
courses for the spring semester. She
will fill in for Dr. Mary Wisehart, whois
taking a one sernester sabbatical to
write a history of the Woman's Auxil-
iary and the contributions of Free Will
Baptist women to the cause of Christ.

WNAC SETS FALL RETREAT, EXPECTS 1,200

NASHVILLE, TN—The Woman’s Na-
tional Auxiliary Convention will spon-
sor their third biennial retreat Septem-
ber 6-8 at Ridgecrest Baptist Confer-
ence Center in Asheville, North Caro-
lina, according to Executive Secretary
Cleo Pursell. More than 1,200 wormen
are expected to attend the two-day
hideaway in the heart of the Blue Ridge
mountains.

Ten seminars are planned around
the theme, “To Know Him and To

Make Him Known” (Philippians 3:10).
Mabel Willey, veteran missionary to
Cuba and Panama, will be guest speak-
er. Jan Arnoldi and Chester from
South Roxana, lllinois, will bring devo-
tions both mornings.

Other highlights include a special
missionary emphasis, one of the Joni
teaching films, and time for fellowship
and recreation.

The $48 per person price covers all
expenses—two nights lodging {quad),

five meals (Thursday night supper
through Saturday breakfast), and reg-
istration. A triple costs $50.50 per
person, double is $55.50, and single
$78.50.

Send $8 registration (which is de-
ducted from your total cost) to:

Reservations

WNAC National Retreat

Ridgecrest Baptist Conference Center
P.O. Box 128

Ridgecrest, NC 28770

TENNESSEE TEAM WINS BIBLE COLLEGE’S INVITATIONAL BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT

NASHVILLE, TN—The Woodbine
Christian Academy Eagles of Nash-
ville, Tennessee, won four straight
games to take first place in Free Will
Baptist Bible College’s fifth annual
High School Invitational Basketball
Tournament held on campus January
5-7, according to Byron Deel, the
coliege’s athletic director. Eight Free
Will Baptist high schools in seven
states sent teams to the tournament.

Heritage Temple Christian School
of Columbus, Chio, won second place.
Van Buren {AR) Christian Academy
came in third,

Other tournament teams included
Grace Christian Academy, Rocky
Mount, NC; Florence Christian Acade-
my, Florence, AL; Martin Hill Christian
Academy, Booneville, MS; Shenan-
doah Christian Academy, Baton
Rouge, LA; and Spring Valiey Chris-
tian School, Cleveland, OH.

KevinRiggs, 63" senior from Wood-
bine, was named Most Valuable Player.
Joining him on the All-Tournament
Team were Mark Walker (Woodbine),
Danny Ross (Van Buren}, Karl Sexton
{Martin Hiil}, Gary James (Heritage),
AlanFoe (Heritage), George Robertson

(Florence) and Dennis Brooks (Grace).
Cheerleading squads from the
schools were also judged. This year’s
award went to Spring Valley’s cheer-
leaders.
Nextyear’sinvitational tournament
is set for January 10-12, 1985,

k Row (L} Mike

Robirds, David Thompson, Mark Walker (All- Tournament}, Kevin Wisdom, Darin Worthington,

Coach Gienn Harlinger.
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newsfront

{continued)

BIBLE COLLEGE “WELCOME DAYS” DRAWS 132

NASHVILLE, TN—Free Will Baptist
Bible College’s December 1-3 Wel-
come Days attracted 132 visitors from
46 churches in 15 states, according to
Dr. Charles Hampton, coordinator,

“Twenty-two of these churches
participated for the first time,” he
noted. The number of states repre-
sented is the highest for any fall Wel-
come Days.

Tweo churches sent nine representa-
tives each—Prospect FWB Church

{Dunn, NC) and Oak Park FWB
Church (Pine Bluff, AR),

Theleading states were North Caro-
lina (23 visitors), Indiana {18) and
Arkansas (17). Other states represent-
ed are: Alabama (1), Florida (8),
Georgia (9}, Hlinois (2), Kentucky (3),
Mississippi {5}, Missouri(4), Ohio (13),
Oklahoma (3), South Carolina (9),
Tennessee (15) and West Virginia (2).

Following the latest Welcome Days,
President Chartes A. Thigpen spoke

of the joy he felt when young people
take seriously the matter of choosing
the right college and that it was “an
even greater joy when they elect to
visit Free Will Baptist Bible College.”
The next Welcome Days is sched-
uled for April 5-7. For information or
registration materials, write or call:
WELCOME DAYS, c/oFree Will Bap-
tist Bible College, 3606 West End
Avenue, Nashville, TN 37205.

CHURCH NAMES HARRISON ‘TEACHER OF THE YEA

NASHVILLE, TN—Reverend Harrold
Harrison was honored as “Teacher of
the Year” at a December banquet,
according to Donelson Free Will Bap-
tist Church’s minister of church growth
and evangelism, Morris Proctor,

Mr. Harrison teaches the Adult
Sunday School class at the Donelson
church. Proctor said Reverend
Harrison was presented with a plaque
for his faithful service and dedication.

Harrison is assistant director of
Randall House Publications.

Tennessee’s Poet Laurette, Richard
“Pek” Gunn, delivered the afterdinner
address and delighted the audience
with his folk poems and tales of days
gone by,

(L) Richard “Pek” Gunn, Harrold Harrison and Morris Proctor

CONVENTION

_'Look For
Reservatlon
"Form in
~ April
CONTACT .

FLORIDA CHAPLAIN CONTINUES
20-YEAR JAIL MINISTRY

MARIANNA, FL—Reverend Arnold
Woodlief, a Free Will Baptist minister,
completed 20 years as chaplain at
Marianna’s Jackson County Jail last
fall.

Woodlief said that city officials de-
claredOctober 2-8 “Local Jail Ministry
Week" in the area.

Woodlief, who has pastored five
churches in Florida, Georgia, and
Alabama, said the inmates seem to
appreciate his interest in their lives
and families.

“However,” he reported, “even
though I have a captive audience, it's
not necessarily an easy place to minis-
ter.”

Woodlief confirmed that most in-
mates have at least a Christian aware-
ness, He has experienced no violence
during his 20 years, but some inmates

refuse to listen or discuss their prob-
lems.

One positive aspect of the jail minis-
try is to encourage men who feel they
have betrayed their families and who
expect their families to reject them.

Reverend Woodlief attempts to
bridge the gap between hurting in-
mates and their families. He does
individual counseling as well as con-
ducting worship services during the
week and on Sundays.

Woodlief says he tries to keep a
high level of visibility in the jail aisles as
he ministers. An important dimension
to his efforts is to prepare the inmates
for the time when they will leave jail.

He said that people need three
things, even in jail—love, respect, and
appreciation.



Currently . ..

Bristol FWB Church, New Bruns-
wick, Canada, cleared a $30,000 in-
debtedness on the parsonage. Hazen
Burlock pastors.

The Southern Quarterly Conference, a
Tennessee Quarterly Meeting, featured
the “Sanctity of Human Life” theme during
their January meeting in Nashville. Two
speakers keynoted the meeting—Dr.
LaVerne Miley who served 20 yearsasa
medical missionary to Africa and Mr. W,
Z. Baumgartner Jr,, president of the
Middle Tennessee chapter of the Christian
Action Counsel.

West Virginia Pastor Carl
Vallance addressed Bible study groups
from Wakefield and Upper Brighton
FWB Churches at a camp in New
Brunswick, Canada. Canadian Moder-
ator Fred Hanson said Rev. Vallance
spoke frem Proverbs 31. Evangelists
Homer Willis and Tim York shared
with the Bible study groups.

The Midway FWB Church, Moul.
trie, GA, was recognized at the Georgia
State Association for having led the state in
Cooperative Plan Giving in excess of
$4,400. Pastor Bobby Clyatt received a
plaque for the church from Georgia Execu-
tive Secretary Herbert Waid. The Mid-
way Church, organized in 1911, has an
active membership of 105,

CONTACT welcomes THE STATE
LINE PROCLAIMER, sublication of the
Florida State Line Association in Ala-
bama. The first issue was printed in 1983,
John Edwards serves as editor.

Victory FWB Church, Jackson,
TN, published a special calendar for mem-
bers. It included monthly activities, quar-
terly activities and special activities and
services. This is a good idea, Vernon
Long pastors.

The Southeastern Association of
Church Schools awarded three scholar-
ships to teacher education students en-
rolled at Southeastern FWB College.
Scholarships were awarded to Kim
French (Virginia), Keith Grubbs (North
Carolina), and Angela Griffin (North
Carolina).

Reverend Clarence Newman was
honored by his friends in Ohio with a 25th
anniversary celebration of his ordination to
the ministry this past December. Two
members of the original ordination council,
Reverends Ross Fox and Fred Evans,

were present for the festivities at Com-
munity FWB Church, West Jeffer-
son, OH. Brother Newman has servedin
several denominationai offices, including
moderator of the Ohio State Association
and General Board member of the National
Association.,

The California FWB churches span-
sored a pastor's and laymen retreat at
California Christian College in
Fresno, January 26-27. Pastor Archie
Mayhew, Santa Paula FWB Church,
gave the keynote address. The Friday
session included six seminars with each
person able to attend four of the six. The
seminars included-—Counseling in the
Local Church, Youth in the Local Church,
Budget and Finances in the Local Church,
and The Deacon in the Local Church.

Farmington FWB Church, Farm-
ington, MO, averaged 733 in attendance
during 1983. The group baptized 96 and
received 88 new members, Pastor James
McAlHister said the church now runs 10
bus routes.

Mark Trotier was voted 1983 Em-
ployee of the Year at RandaH House
Publications. Trotter is the 23-year-old
son of CONTACT circulation manager
Geneva Trotter. Plant managers se-
lected Mr. Trotter citing his workmanship
arid his attitude.

Free Will Baptist Bible College
put a new coal tar pitch roof over three
inches of insulation on the College’s Ennis
Academic Building. The roof was instalied
at a cost of $30,000, according to Business
Manager E. B. McDonald.

The Master’s Men Chapter at Liberty
FWB Church, Millington, TN, pledged
themselves to raise $1,000 by June for the
“Land for Laketand” fund, according to
Master’s Men State Senator Keith
Walkley. Mr. Walkley said the Millington
group would like to challenge other Mas-
ter's Men Chapters to similar projects in
their states to help Free Will Baptist mis-
sionaries,

After completing two years at Straight
Street FWB Church, Norman, OK,
Pastor Ed Baine said attendance has
soared from I8 to an average of 55 in
Sunday School and church. He says the
difference is prayer every Sunday before
the evening service. The goat for 1984 is to
grow fo 84 for an average attendance.

Calvary Fellowship FWB
Church, Fenton, MO, is sponsoring
a study course on FWB history and doc-
trine for new members. Pastor Jerry
Norris said the course will be taught by
Lawrence Combs.

The Cumberland Christian Acad-
emy, a new Christian school sponsored
by Nashville area FWB’s will open in the fall

of 1984 with classes at Horton Heights
FWB Church on the west side of the
city. Board chairman Ken Riggs said,
“Classes will begin in the Horton Heights
Church and be held there until a school
can be buiit."”

Hillsdale FWB College, Moore,
OK, has applied for candidacy status with
the North Central Accreditation Associa-
tion,

Reverend Jesse Pratt, 85, died No-
vember 4, 1983, at Searcy, AR. Rev.
Pratt served 40 years in Free Will Baptist
churches in the New Hope Association.
He was known as a pastor’s pastor and
noted for his advice that was sought by
other pastors.

The New Haven FWB Church,
Clinton, AR, was organized with 14
charter members in October 1983. The
church cailed W. H., Bostic as pastor.

Members at Cofer's Chapel FWB
Church, Nashville, TN, presented
Pastor Gene Outland with a love gift of
$260, a big book of letters of appreciation,
supper after services and many well wishes
from the membership during a highly suc-
cessful Pastor Appreciation Day.

More than $9,000 was received by Ten-
nessee churches on Paul Woolsey
Day, according to State Executive Secre-
tary Raymond Riggs. The funds were
received from 65 sources in the state and
will be used to underwrite care for Brother
Woolsey in a nursing home in East Ten-
nessee.

Edd Hall has been named promaotional
secretary of Tennessee’s Union Associa-
tion. Mr. Hall is a deacon, Master’s Men
worker, and Sunday School teacher.

Pastor Oscar Baldwin said mortgage
burning ceremonies at First FWB
Church, Lebanon, OH, celebratedthe
fact that the church has moved out of the
garage where they began in 1961 and now
occupies a three-acre site with a brick
church. The property and building are
valued at $250,000.

Good Shepherd FWB Church,
Lockbourne, OH, reports 14 conver
sions and 10 baptisms. The church also
sponsors a radio broadcast in London,
OH. Burt Miller pastors.

Dailyville FWB Church, Waverly,
OH, enrolled 55 students when their new
Christian school opened. Pastor Carl
Dunn said the school includes five full
time teachers, a secretary and a cook.

Pastor David Poteet said attendance
at Immanuel FWB Church, Joliet,
IL, doubled in 12 months and now averages
in the mid 40’s. The men of the church
completed repairs on the parsonage which
were estimated to cost $6,000, but the men
did the work for less than $1,000. &
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The Free Will Baptist Pulpit

” Rue Dell Smith, Pastor

EastSide Free Will Baptist Church, Muldrow, Oklahoma

The Righteous Shall Flourish
Like A Palm Tree
Psalm 92:12

Introduction

The palmtree is a native of Palestine and is probably the most
beautiful and useful tree in that area of the world. The writer
states, the righteous shall flourish, grow or prosper like a palm
tree. Therefore, an examination of the characteristics of a palm
tree will reveal to us some outstanding traits of a righteous
person. ’

The palm free is a talt tree attaining a height of over 100 feet at
full growth. In straightness it is unmatched, lives for over 200
years bearing its best fruit in old age, but begins to bear early in
life. The palm tree is an evergreen and is always near water.

The tree is an endogen, pliable, and the leaves are just above
the fruit at the top of the tree, forming a crown from 30 to 50 feet
in circumference around the top of the tree. Therefore these are
some of the traits of the righteous:

I. Very Tall
.Tower above the world {Colossians 3:1-3; Luke 18:10-14; 1
Peter 5:6)
1. Straight in Growth
-No crockedness {Jeremiah 31:9; Matthew 7:13-14}
HI. Bears Fruit in its First Year
-An admonition to youth as well as young Christians
{Ecclesiastes 12:1; Luke 18:16; [ Timothy 4:12),
V. Fruit is Born in Old Age
-The best fruit is after the age of 100 (Psalm 92:13-14;
Proverbs 16:31; I Peter 5:5-8).
V. The Palm Tree Is An Evergreen
-Consistency in the Christian life and testimony (Psalm 1}
V1. Signifies An Oasis—Always Near Water
In the scriptures water could represent different things, but
it clearly represents the Word and the Spirit.

A. The Word of God—Washing of water by the word
{Ephesians 5:25-26; Psalms 119:11; 105, 130) Find a
Christian, you find the Word.

B. The Spirit of God—This spake He of the Spirit (John
7:37-39; Romans 8:1, 9, 16-17; Galatians 5:22-23; Titus
3:5). Find a Christian, and you find the Spirit of God--
always near water.

VII. The Palm Tree is an Endogen

Its life comes from the inside. The life giving sap flows

through the very core of the tree (Colossians 1:27 {Christ in

you); Il Corinthians 4:16).

VN It Is a Pliable Tree

-As the winds sweep across the plains af hurricane force,

the paim tree does not break or complain. It will lay parallel

to the ground, and all that is heard is the sound of the wind

through its leaves. It then stands tall and straight again (I

Corinthians 10:13).

IX. The Crown Is At The Top

-Just above the fruit the leaves of the paim tree form an

emerald green crown at the very top of the tree {James 1:12;

Revelation 2:10; I Corinthians 9:25; Il Timothy 4:8; I Peter

5:4),

Conclusion

This Oid Testament parable lays before us an example of what
a righteous person is. They grow talt and straight, bearing fruit
consistently throughout their lives. Their life comes from the
inside, being firmly planted by the living waters. They are strong
and pliable, knowing the final reward is yet to come {Revelation
2:10). &
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Garry Friesen, Decision Making and
the Will of God (Portland, Oregon: Muli-
nomah Press, 1980, 452 pp., hardback,
$5.95).

hristians want to know the will
‘ of God. This is right because

people of God should always
want to understand the will of God and
do it. Friesen offers an approach to
determining the will of God which is
quite different from the traditional.

The traditional approach teaches
that God has a specific plan outlined
for every Christian, God has deter-
mined whom a Christian should marry,
where he should live, and what trade
or profession he should practice. God
makes his will known to the Christian
in a variety of different ways.

First, God speaks through the scrip-
tures. Then, He speaks through cit-
cumstances, other Christians, andina
variety of other ways. For many Chris-
tians, determining the will of God is a
difficuit matter. Young Christians of-
ten experience considerable anxiety
trying to determine God’s will for their
lives.

Friesen questions the validity of this

Top Shelf

entire approach; he does not feel that
such an approach is really taught in
the Bible. Friesen recognizes that God
did in scriptures give specific directions
to individuals.

He argues, however, that these
were unique situations; they do not
represent the normal experience of
Christians. There is no indication that
these biblical characters had to go
about seeking God’s will as modern
Christians do. In these cases, God
revealed His will in a clear and direct
way.

According to this author, God’s
moral wiil is revealed to all Christians
in the Bible. No Christian should ever
depart from the teaching of scripture.
The Christian should not, however,
seek to supplement what God has
revealed in scripture about His will, In
those areas where the scripture is
silent, the Christian has freedom.

For example, the scriptures teach
that a Christian should only marry
another Christian. Therefore, a Chris-
tian is never justified in marrying a
non-Christian. But the Christian is
free to determine which other Chris-
tian he or she wishes to marry. God
does not make that decision.

Neither does God determine which
trade or profession a Christian should
practice. Of course, a Christian should
seek a trade or profession which wili

Thomas Marberry

not hinder him in obeying the wilt of
God as given in scripture. Within this
limitation, the Christian should feel
free to select a trade or profession
which is pleasing to him.

The Christian should concentrate
on making wise decisions which will
give him the greatest opportunity to
serve and glorify God. Then, the Chris-
tian should accept responsibility for
his decisions. He should not blame
God for unwise decisions by complain-
ing, “God fed me to do it.”

In my opinion, Dr. Friesen’s ap-
proach has much to commend it, His
book is based upon a careful analysis
of many scripture passages. He exam-
ines how the men and women of the
Bible made decisions.

I am not, however, prepared to go
as far as he does. | believe that God
does provide guidance especially to
those who are entering full-time Chris-
tian service.

Christians experience entirely too
much anxiety over determining the

will of God. That is given in the Bible.
A



ON LITTLE GANES

BY DONNA MAYO

It Pays To Listen

By Donna Mayo

or once in her life, Megan was

speechless. Her mouth hung

open as she inspected
Grandpa's golden palomino. TheLane
family was visiting on their grandpar-
ents’ farm, and Grandpa, Mr. Lane,
Marty, and Megan were at the corral
admiring Grandpa’s new horse.

“Oh, Grandpa,” said Marty, “she is
the most gorgeous horse I've ever
seen.”

“Yep, she’s a beauty all right,” a-
greed Grandpa Lane, “but wild as a
buck.”

Gold Nugget seemed to know they
were talking about her. She pranced
and snorted around the corral.

“She’s the most spirited thing I've
ever tried to break,” continued
Grandpa. “It took me and three farm
hands to get that bridle on her, and
we've yet to get a saddle on her,”

Megan had been only half listening
to the conversation—she was so intent
on following Gold Nugget's every
move. Megan loved horses, but this
horse was special. It seemed that Gold
Nugget had cast a spell on Megan.

“Can | ride her, Grandpa, please?”
asked Megan.

“Why, Megan, haven’t you been
listening?” asked her daddy, shocked

at her request. “She’s not even broke
yet,”

“Nope, that’s out of the question,”
agreed Grandpa. “Say, 've got a new
black calf. Anybody want to see it?”

“You go ahead,” said Megan. “Marty
and I'l catch up with vou later.”

Grandpa and Mr. Lane started to-
ward the pasture. Marty was sitting on
the fence watching Gold Nugget when
Megan crawled through the fence rails.
“Hey, what are you doing?” he yelled
at Megan.

“Shh,” said Megan. “Just watch.”
To Gold Nugget she said in a soft,
calm voice, “Here Goldie, want some
sugar cubes? Come on, girl, I'm not
going to hurt you.”

Gold Nugget stopped, watching the
freckle-faced stranger who had invaded
her corral.

Megan stood still and kept tatkingin
a soothing voice. “Here, Goldie, I've
got you some sugar.”

Goldie pawed the dirt with her right
front hoof.

“Come on, Goldie, it's OK,” said
Megan gently.

Gold Nugget didn’t like people any
more than she liked saddles. Yet the
sugar was tempting. The huge horse
sensed that she could trust the little
girl and she slowly walked over to
Megan.

Megan held out her hand and Gold
Nugget's soft lips tickled it as she
gobbled the sugar cubes. With her

other hand, Megan gently stroked the
horse’s velvet head. Gold Nugget fin-
ished the sugar, gave a snort, and
galloped off. Megan scurried through
the fence.

“Did you see that? She likes me,”
said Megan, with a far-away look in her
eves, “I'm going to ride her before we
leave.”

That was Monday, Every day Marty
and Megan went to the corral, and
Megan coaxed Gold Nugget over with
sugar cubes or apples. Finally, on
Friday Megan said, “Tonight’s the
night, Marty. We're going home tomor-
row. If I don’t ride Goldie tonight I'll
never get to.”

"Megan, you're crazy. You heard
Grandpa say he’s never even been
able to get a saddle on her.”

“I've ridden bareback before,” an-
swered Megan.

“But not a wild horse,” said Marty
trying to talk her out of it.

“Are you going to help me or not?”
asked Megan.

“l guess,” said Marty. “If you're
dead set on killing yourself, ] want to
be there.”

After everyone was asleep that
night, Marty and Megan tiptoed out of
the house, As soon as it was safe to
talk, Marty tried to convince Megan

—
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A Christian ex-convict suggests seven ways
parents can help prevent a future prison

term for their child.

Will
Your
Child

Ever Go
To Prison?

By Allen D. Hanson

t is traditional for parents to be

concerned about the future. They

want the very best for their chil-
dren, and that doesn’t include jail.

However, America has more peo-
ple in prison {(on a per capita basis)
than any other major nation in the
world except the Soviet Union. So
meodern parents must consider incar-
ceration as areal possibility along with
all of the other hazards that children
face while growing up in our country
today.

Drugs and juvenile delinquency
make it refatively easy to run afoul of
the law. Often well-meaning parents
bury the frustration they feel in age-old
cliches and structured discipline with-
out regard for the outcome or the end
product. They are trying to do the
“right thing” but they really don’t know
how to do it,

A quick evaluation of most prison
files will reveal one overriding consid-
eration. Almost all convicts have had

m——

29/CONTACT/March 84













