

















importance. Can it be that we who
have labored in the Lord’s service shail
meet Him expecting a smile and a
“well done,” only to hear that we have
disappointed the Lord?

Jesus’' Last Command

There are several reasons why |
believe that missions is God’s first
priority. Perhaps most important is
the fact that Jesus emphasized mis-
sions so strongly in His last words to
His followers. Each passage consid-
ered as the Great Commission is given
after the resurrection and just prior to
the ascension{Matthew 28:18-20; Mark
16:15; Luke 24:47; John 20:21; Acts
1:6-11).

In Acts the priority aspect is espe-
cially emphasized. When in 1:6 the
disciples called for a prophecy confer-
ence, Jesus rebuked them and re-
turned to the command to evangelize
{w. 7, 8).

Biblical Priority

Another reason | believe that mis-
sions is God's first priority is its empha-
sis in the Old Testament.

Old Testament Prominence

To Abraham God said, “ . . . inthee
shall ali families of the earth be blessed”
{Genesis 12:3b),

When God’s chosen line left Egyp-
tian bondage, a mixed multitude went
with them (Exodus 12:38), Many Bible
scholars believe this refers to heathen
converts, Indeed, the miracles in Egypt
were foreign mission miracles, the
plagues foreign mission plagues,

Later, as Israel entered Canaan,
God’s hand of mercy and grace ex-
tends {0 Rahab as she lowered the
scarlet thread from her window. She is
included in God's faith chapter (He-
brews 11:31) and the line of the Re-
deemer {(Matthew 1:5).

Further foreign missions emphasis
surfaces in God's dealings with Ruth of
Moab and Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah
the Hittite, who was probably a Hittite
herself. They are both included in the
line of the Redeemer (Matthew 1:5, 6},

Other examples are Naaman the
Syrian and King Nebuchadnezzar of

Babylon (Il Kings 5:15; Daniel 3:28;
4:1-3).

Atthough God's prophets primarily
prophesied to His chosen people, there
were those such as Jonah who prophe-
sied to Nineveh, capital of Assyria,
with many saved.

God’s concern for all is manifested
clearly in such passages as lsaiah
45:22, “Look unto me and be ve saved,
all the ends of the earth; foram God,
and there is none else.”

New Testament Preeminence

This priority is further underscored
by the message of the epistles. The
apostles were puzzled by the salvation
of the Gentiles, but they accepted it
{Acts 10:34, 35).

At the Jerusalem Council in Acts
15, James states, “Simeon hath de-
clared how God at the first did visit the
Gentiles, to take out of them a people
for his name” {Acts 15:14).

Paul testified in Romans 1:14, “l am
debtor both to the Greeks, and to the
Barbarians . . .."”

Later he admonished the Corinthi-
ans, “...some have not the knowledge
of God: | speak this to your shame” (1
Corinthians 15:34).

The thrust of his ministry was . ..
that all the Gentiles might hear....” (Il
Timothy 4:17).

John adds his emphasis in | John
2:2 where he declared that the blood of
Jesus avails for the whole world, and in
Revelation 7:9 where he testified of a
throng in Heaven from all nations.

The Church in 1984

If Jesus died for the whole world
(John 3:16), then it goes without saying
that taking the message to all the
world should be as high a priority with
us as it was for Him in providing it.

This does not mean that everyone
should go overseas. But it does mean
that all our programs should work
together to get the gospel to every soul
on earth,

Here in Columbia, we took the
gospel to Fort Jackson only three
miles away. Private First Class James
F. Cowart was saved and is now
Missionary Jim Cowart in faraway
Brazil!

One never knows what potential is

living right next door or playing in the
streets in front of the church.

Priority brings responsibility. Neg-
lect of priority involves a penalty.

Before World War I, a missionary
with China Inland Missions appealed
to the homeland, “Send us one thous-
and missionaries for Japan or later you
will send ten thousand soldiers.”

We did not send 1,000 missionaries.
Later we mobilized more than 10 mil-
lion fighting men and women, and
many had to pay with their lives.

The first two atomic bombs cost
two bilion dollars even in a 1945
economy. This would have paid the
cost for completion of the Great Com-
mission,

The cost of World War ll in dollars
and cents has been estimated at 300
billion dollars. This would have evan-
gelized the world many times over.

The evangelization of the world
continues to be neglected today, and
we continue to pay a staggering toll for
defense. Defense is necessary but how
much less would be needed to kill if we
were more faithful to God’s priority
one—the message of life.

To obey God may cost dearly, but
to disobey Him always costs more! i

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Carroli
Alexander is in his 23rd year as pastor of
Columbia Free Will Baptist Church, Columbia,
South Carolina. He is a graduate of Free Will
Baptist Bibie College (B.A.) and Columbia Bible
College (M.A.).
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from everlastingto everlasting. And as
beings created in His image, we have
stamped into our souls a desire of
permanence.

Solomen wrote, “He has set eternity
in the hearts of men.” We are made to
live forever. That’s why death, which
never worries aworm or a fish or a pig,
terrifies us. Something within our
hearts recoils at dying, for we are
created in the image of the Eternal.

A. W. Tozer penned, “To be made
far eternity and forced to dwell in time
is for mankind a tragedy of huge
proportions, All within us cries for life
and permanence, and everything a-
round us reminds us of mortality and
change.”

It was never in the heart of God for
us to die. But death leaped into the
world on the coattails of sin, and just
as “by one man sin entered into the
world, and death by sin, so death
passed upon all men, for that all have
sinned,”

It hurts us so, for we are made in the
image of Our Eternal Creator.

Consider Him Our
Sacrificial Brother

But in Hebrews 2 we are to also
consider Jesus Christ as our Sacrificial
Brother.

2:11-—"he is not ashamed to call them
brethren....”

2:12—"1 will declare thy name unto my
brethren....”

2:17—"inall things it behooved himto be
made like unto his brethren .. ..

The key truthis in verse 14: “Foras-
much then as the children {that’s you
and me!) are partakers of flesh and
blood, he also himself likewise took
part of the same; that through death
he might destroy him that had the
power of death, that is, the devil; And
deliver them who through fear of death
were all their lifetime subject to bond-
age.”

Masterfuily put! In Bethlehem, our
Eternal Creator became our Sacrificial
Brother, and at Calvary, through
death, He freed us from death’s {ear.

Just as young David took Goliath's
own sword, and with it severed his
head, so David’s Son took the Devil's
own instrument of death—the cross—
and with it defeated him, delivering us.

Paul compared it to a bee when he
said, ‘O death, where is thy sting?”

I read about a lad, highly allergic to
bee stings, who became hysterical
while riding with his dad when a wasp
began angrily buzzing around the car,
The father quickly caught the wasp in

Jesus—He is our High Priest.

2:17—"that he might be a merciful and
faithful high priest . . . .”
3:1—“consider the Apostle and High
Priest of our profession ...”

“Death left its painful
sting in the broken body
of the crucified Christ....”

his hand, and the little boy relaxed,
only to panic a moment later when the
wasp escaped.

But the dad said, “Don’t be afraid,
Son. That bee only has one stinger,
and when he stung my hand he left it
behind. Now it can't hurt you.”

Death left its painful sting in the
broken body of the crucified Christ, so
that we can now shout with Brother
Paul, “O death, where is thy sting? . . .
Thanks be to Ged who gives us the
victory through our Lord Jesus
Christ.”

Death can stili buzz around us
trying to frighten us, but it has no
power to sting us if we know Christ.

Do you realize that after the resur-
rection of Christ, the New Testament
never again flatly says that a believer
“died?” The entire vocabulary of the
Bible changes. Believers “fall asleep,”
“put off their tabernacle,” “depart,”
“are absent from the body,"” or die “in
Christ.”

Underneath the streets of Rome in
the dreary catacombs are six million
tombs where the early Christians are
buried. Nowhere in six million inscrip-
tions can you find the word “death.”
Instead, “Appius lives” or “the birthday
of Olympuia has come.”

Qur Eternal Creator became our
Sacrificial Brother and through death
has set us free from its fear.

Consider Him Our
High Priest

But there is one other way, leading
into Hebrews 3, that we are to consider

It is well attested (but little known)
that in the Old Testament, the job of
priest was not to slay the sacrifice, but
to present it, already shin, to God.
Even on the Day of Atonement Aaron
was to wear his high priestly garments
only after the lamb was slaughtered.

Likewise, our Lord’s priestly minis-
try did not begin on the bloody cross,
for there He was the sacrifice. It was
afterwards, when He ascended into
the heavens, that He assumed the role
of High Priest.

And that’s why, in the book of
Hebrews, Jesusis never referred to as
a sacrificial lamb, but rather as a high
priest.

As our High Priest, who “ever lives
to make intercession for us,” He be-
stows upon our lives the benediction
of peace. He gives us dying grace. He
reminds us that we are partakers of
the heavenly calling, that He is prepar-
ing a place for us, that to be absent
from the body is to be present with the
[ord.

We think of death as separation,
but it is more of a reunion—for we will
be gathered with millions who pre-
ceeded us to Heaven, including our
loved ones. And best of all, we shall
see Jesus.

Charles Spurgeon thus noted, “The
dying saint is not in a flurry; the last
days of a Christian are the most peace-
ful of his whole career.”

When my daughter, Victoria, was
very young, as we drove through the
Smokies, she became alarmed at the
sight of an approaching tunnel. I can

ey
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By Eunice J. Edwards

n my opinion, ves,

Mary is an example of a teacher
that readily comes to mind.

Gabriel had been sent to Mary
with Ged's praise for her pure
character and about her part in His
great plan for the ages. Gabriel
assured her that she was “highly
favoured,” that “the Lord was with
her,” and that she was “blessed among
women,”

Mary was puzzled by his greeting,
but her reservations are
understandable. She was a chaste
young woman, so her responses at
that point were predicated on her
life-style. Her difficulty melted when
Gabriel assured her that she had
“found favour with God.”

We can suppose that Jesus was
taught carpeniry skills by Joseph,
but we can only wonder what things
were taught to this child by His
teacher in a skirt—His mother,

If you still doubt that a teacher
can wear a skirt, ook at Mary’s
example of simple obedience to
God's will that still chaltenges the
best in all of us (Luke 1:46-56).
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Skirt?

Elisabeth's example and lesson to
us of courageous faith is equal to
that of Sarah’s! Historians suggest
that John the Baptist's parents died
while he was quite young. If they are
correct, consider John's dedicated
loyalty to God’s purpose for his life
and marvei with me at the
effectiveness of their teaching.

Can a teacher wear a skirt? Yes,
Look at Deborah’s great lessons on
courage; at Miriam's object lessons
on praise; at Ruth’s lessons of charm
and grace; at Dorcas’ practical
lessons about caring.

C an a teacher wear a skirt? In my
opinion, yes!

Women participated in ancient
worship services.

“And Miriam the prophetess, the
sister of Aaron, took a timbrel in her
hand; and all the women went out
after her with timbrels and with
dances. And Miriam answered them,
Sing ye to the Lord, for he hath
triumphed gloriously; the horse and
his rider hath he thrown into the sea”
{Exodus 15:20, 21).

Miriam, quite simply, could teach
others because her mother,
Jochebed, had taught her well.

Women took part in the choir.

“All these were the sons of Heman
the king’s seer in the words of God,
to lift up the horn. And God gave to
Heman fourteen sons and three
daughters, And these were under the

hands of their father for song in the
house of the Lord, with cymbails,
psalteries, and harps, for the service
of the house, according to the king’s
order to Asaph, Jeduthun, and
Heman” {I Chronicles 25:5, 6).

“Beside their servants and their
maids, of whom there were seven
thousand three hundred thirty and
seven: and there were among them
two hundred singing men and singing
women” (Ezra 2:65),

omen were required to attend
when the law was read.

“Gather the people together, men
and women and children and thy
stranger that is within thy gates, that
they may (1) hear, and that they may
(2) tearn, and (3) fear the Lord your
God, and {4) observe to do all the
words of the law: (numbers added by
the writer) and that their children,
which have not known anything may
hear, and learn to fear the Lord vour
God, as long as ye live in the land
whither ye go over Jordan to possess
it” {Deuteronomy 31:12, 13).

It seems illogical to assume that
Geod did not intend for these women
to teach the truths they heard and
read that day. Rather, verse 13 gives
the purpose for their inclusion at the
reading. This does not imply that
men were excused from teaching!

Hannal’s example of complete
commitment to God glistens with her

-
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By David Mishier

ne evening as I was studying
for a class in summer school

=  at Free Will Baptist Bible
College, my daughter cuddled up next
to me and asked, “Daddy, will you play
with me?”

I gave my usual response, “Why
don’t you go in your room or in the
vard and play. Daddy has to study
right now.”

With an air of soberness that [ had
never noticed in my 5-year-old before,
she replied, “You always say you have
to study. You never play with me.”

Al of a sudden it hit me-I didn’t
know how to play with her! | couldn’t
remember my daddy playing with me,
s0 | couldn’t relate to her.

[ grew up in a pastor’s family where
felt my childhood was like any other
boy’s childhood. But as | look back
now at age 28, and hear the experi-
ences told by friends and neighbors
about how their parents tock them to
places and did things with them, I
wonder if it was normal after all.

I remember Jong Saturday quarterly
meetings in those hot churches and
eating cold chicken for dinner. I re-
member special events at church such
as homecomingand revivals.  remem-
ber youth camps and my experiences
with other PK's {preacher’s kids). But
somehow those experiences didn't
help me with the problem at hand.

After all, I couldn’t play Little League
baseball because I would have had to
miss some Wednesday night services.
1 didn’t play touch football with Dad in
the backyard. 1 can’t remember Dad
giving me that first push on my new
bike. The kid next deor taught me how
to ride a bike.

But while | was feeling sorry for
myself for having such a deprived
childhood, one experience knocked
me to my knees.

When I was 22, married, and work-
ing in the church, an unusual thing
happened, There  was, seated on the
front row with some bus kids in a
crowded church service, listening to
the same man preach that I had heard
for 22 years.

Suddenly, right in the middle of a
sermon illustration, he paused and

leaned forward. My first thought was
that he had forgotten the rest of the
illustration or maybe he thought that
some of the bus kids were too rowdy.
Then [ realized it wasn’t either of
those.

With a flushed look on his face, he
said, “Folks, 'm sick, I'm real sick!”

Allthat morning he had been feeling
pain and tightness in his chest. You
see, he had just driven over 250 miles
the night before from one of those
state meetings and was wornout. [ had
just seen my father, 60 years old, have
a mild heart attack.

As several men rushed to him, still
draped over the pulpit, my thoughts
ran wild. What willl do if he dies? What
will my mother do if he dies? As they
carried him out and placed himinacar
to go to the hospital, | couldn’t believe
it was really happening.

As it turned out, the heart attack
wasn't as serious as it could have
been. But from that time on, the pace
slowed for him-doctor’s orders.

As ] think back to that experience,
the Little League doesn't seem so
important. Those Saturdays spent
away from my friends don’t seem so
important.

I now saw a man who was committed
to God to fulfill the command given by
Jesus, “Feed my sheep.” Here was a

Preacher

man who was rarely at home in the
evenings because of visitation, hospital
visits, revivals, board meetings, class
socials, and emergency calls. The man
was committed to his job, to his people,
and to God.

Don't take me wrong; he wasn’t
perfect. But that Sunday morning !
realized that the man I saw leaning
over the pulpit had given his all to
serve the people seated before him,
He hurt when they hurt, he laughed
when they laughed, he cried when
they cried, he worked when they
worked.

Four years later, on strict orders
from his doctor, he retired from pas-
toring. But he didn’t retire until he had
brought the church he soloved through
a desperately needed expansion pro-
gram, Through those last four years of
his pastorate I really got to know my
dad.

We worked closely together in the
church. Now I have some experience
I can look back on with more meaning
than any Little League home run.

One day Dad will stand before God,
and 1 believe God will say, “Well done,
my good and faithful servant.” i

ABOUT THE WRITER: David Mishler is a
senior at Free Will Baptist Bible College. He is
the son of the Reverend William Miskler.
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LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FREE WILL BAPTISTS JULY 15-19, 1984

PLEASE USE THIS ADDRESSED FORM FOR YOUR HOUSING RESERVATIONS

INSTRUCTIONS;
The Little Rock Housing Bureau wilf handle afl housing requests.

The Housing Bureau wiHl not take phone reservations until after
June 30, 1984. However, if you have a problem, the number is
(501) 376-4781.

When your room request has been processed and assigned, you
wiil raceive a confirmation direct from the hotel.

Allchanges and cancellations must be made through the Housing
Bureau prior to June 30, 1984, After this date make changes
directly with hotel assigned.

Rooms will be held untii6:00 p.m. unless guaranteed. If youfaiito
occupy a guaranteed room, you will be bifled for the first night's
revenue and the room will be released. f you wish to charge your
room or guarantee by a major credit card, piease list name of
card, account number and expiration date:

Credit Card Name

Account Number

Expiration Date

Hoteis & Locations (Hotels will not take phone reservations direct)

Hotels

1. CAMELOT HOTEL
NYC Headquarters
Markham & Broadway
Chiidren under 18 free

2. CAPITAL HOTEL
Markham & Louisiana
Children under 18 free

3. LITTLE ROCK EXCELSIOR
Headquarters Hotel
Markham & Main

4. HOLIDAY iNN CITY CENTER
6th & Broadway
Children under 18 free

5. RIVERFRONT HILTON
Washington & Maple
North Little Rock
All age children free

1 Bed 1 Bed 2 Beds 2 Beds 2 Beds
1 person 2 persons 2 persons 3 persons 4 persons
Roliaway - $10 $44 $44 $52 $52 $52

Sleeping Bag - $5
Free parking to guests
{1 block from Headquarters)

Rollaway - $10 $50 $54 $54 $60 $60
Free parking to guests
(Across street from Headquarters)

Children under 18 free $46 $52 $52 $56 $60
Rollaway - $10

Free parking to guesis

Rollaway - $5 $34 %38 $38 $42 $46

Frae parking to guests
(Six hiocks from Headquarters)

Rollaway - $8 $43 $43 $43 $52 $52
Free parking to guests
{Across Arkansas River bridge from Headquarters)

*The above rates do not include sales tax

HOTEL PREFERENCE: If you faif to list a 2nd, 3rd or 4th choice and your listchoice is fuli, we wili assign you to the best possible facility available.

1st Choice 2nd Choice
3rd Choice 4th Choice
ACCOMMODATIONS DESIRED: (Please check)
one bed, one person one bed, two perscns — two beds, two persons

—_two beds, three persons

(no more than five to a room)

Date of Arrival:

need rollaway for one parson e Will UsE

_ . two beds, four persons

numbaer of sleeping bags

(if two people share a room at the Camelot or Little Rock

Excelsior, they will be assigned a room with one double or king

bed)
Time of Arrival:

Date of Departure:

Time of Departure;

Send Confirmation To:

Address

Phone: ( )

City:

State: Zip:

List all persons staying in room {inciude yourself)
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POLICE COMMEND
FWBBC TEACHER

NASHVILLE, TN--Byron Deel, Free
Will Baptist Bible College’s physical
education director, was recognized by
Nashville Police Chief Joe Casey and a
representative of the mayor’s office on
January 26 for heroism in forcing a
drunk driver off the road and holding
him until the police arrived.

The incident occurred in Nashville
in January 1983. Deel observed a
driver weave from side to side and
force several automobiles to run into
the ditch to avoid a collision. He pulled
alongside the weaving car to signal the
driver to pult over.

When the driver ignored his ges-
tures, Deel drove his car in front of the
driver, fercing him onto the shoulder
of the road. Mr. Deel went to the other
car, smelled a strong odor of liquor,
and removed the keys fromthedriver’s
ignition. He then sat in the car with the
driver until police arrived.

Deel was one of 10 Nashvillians
whose brave acts were recognized in
ceremonies at the Metro Police Train-
ing Academy. His awards included a
copy of the letter of commendation
and a certification of Civilian Com-
mendation from the Police Depart-
ment.

TOLEDQO, OH—First Free Will Baptist
Church, Toledo, signed on the air
January 8 with its Ham radio station,
according to Pastor Fred Tayior.

The station call is WABDEQO Gos-
Pal Missionary Station. Reverend
Taylor spearheaded the year-long proj-
ect through his local church and his
weekly radio program.

The station is equipped to handle
third-party traffic with countries where
this is permissable, which, says Taylor,

“means that when a missionary makes
contact with us, we can patch them
through to any place in the United
States.”

Associate Pastor, Lyle Root, a li-
censed amateur Ham radio operator,
sets up broadcast schedules and in-
vestigates various Ham networks with
which to unite,

Interested parties may write the
church at 702 Stebbins, Tolede, Ohio
43609.

BIBLE COLLEGE ENROLLS 526 FOR 1983-84

NASHVILLE, TN—Free Will Baptist
Bible College enrolled 526 students
from 29 states and seven foreign coun-
tries during the 1983-84 school year,
according to Registrar Charles
Hampton. North Carolina and Tennes-
see tied with 96 undergraduate stu-
dents each.

Thirteen students enrolled in the
Graduate School, the second year
that the Graduate School has been in
full operation. Seven students will com-
plete graduate studies in May and
receive the Master of Arts in Pastoral
Studies.

Three Free Will Baptist colleges—
California Christian College, Hillsdale
FWB College and FWBBC—will be
represented in the Graduate School’s
class of 1984,

The Bibie Coilege enrolled 44 new
undergraduate and three new graduate
students inJanuary. This brought total
enrollment for the vear to 513 under-
graduates and 13 graduate students,

The following numbers were repre-
sented in this year's student body
{undergraduates only}:

Alabama

AriZOna oo in i e e 1
Arkansas .. ...iiiiii i 9
California.....coveivneinrennenn. 5
Delaware ,.......oconiiivveans 3
Florida ...coovvir i i 17
€T:To) ¢+ |- TN 23
Idaho .. vvi i i i 1
HiNoiS ..o oo ve e iiseeeeeeeen 27
Indiana......coviiiivinareninss 32
aNSaS . o vv i s e ir i iainan e 1
Kentucky . .ovovvivrnnnnenennos 13
Louisiana.......oviivivsenensrns 1
Maryland...... ..o 1
Michigan ..........ccovviinnns, 18
MisSiSSIPDI . v v ev i i i 10
Missouri,.vovvvinriennnn. R 23
NewMexico ......covvivrvvnnn. 1
NewYork ..oovinviiniinninens 1
North Carolina........ccovvvnns 96
] 17s J 15
Oklahoma .....ovvviviiiiiinen., 3
SouthCarolina.....ovvvvvvrn.rs 17
TenNNesSSee .. vvvsvevin v ernennss 96
= - T 10
Virginia .....oovvviiiinnniianes 26
Washington...........coooiant 5
West Virginia .......... Ceeeaenn 10
Wisconsin . vovviiivvinrernenanse 1
Foreign Countries ......covuvavn 13
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Currently ... 00

Hilladale Free Will Baptist Col-
lege, Moore, OK, received a $10,000
gift onthe new Library-Classroom Building.
The gift came from Mr. and Mrs. Paul
Epperly, members of Webb FWB
Church, Camargo, OK,

The January 1984 issue of SHILOH
SENTINEL from Shiloh FWB
Church, Bratt, FL, is a helpful ten-page
compitation of instruction and encourage-
ment. The publication is produced under
the watchful eyes of Pastor Mircheal
Jones.

Mt. Calvary FWB Church, Pedro,
OH, had 32 saved and baptized in the past
year, according to Pastor Emil Cartee.

Pastor John Bowd says that after
aoing several months without a teenage
class, Stoney Run FWB Church,
Portsmouth, OH, began another teen-
age Sunday School class. The group aver-
ages 20 in attendance.

The California State Youth Con-
ference met April 12-13 at California
Christian Collegein Fresno. Keynote
speaker for the conference was FWBBC
Professor Jonathan Thigpen.

Anderson FWB Church, Ander-
son, CA, is completing a new building,
according to Pastor Mike Gaggia. The
property is located less than two miles off
Interstate 5.

Home Missionary Pastor Paul
Thompson broke attendance records in
January with 44 for Wednesday night
prayer meeting. Thompson pastors Heri-
tage Temple FWB Church, Glohe,
AZ.

Some 21 licensed ministers were used
to conduct a Preacher’s Revival at First
FWB Church,Richmond, CA. Dean
Moore pastors.

Greenview FWB Church, Day-
ton, OH, presented Pastor Norman
Livingeton with a billfold containing
$2,500 in commemoration for his 25 years
of faithful service as pastor. Since assuming
pastoral duties in 1958, Livingston led the
church to its present iocation in 1977 on
seven and one-half acres.

Two South Careolina pastors were
given new cars by their congregations.
Pastor Earf Hendrix of First FWB
Church, Inman, received a 1984 Olds-
mobile. Pastor Billy Baker of White
Savannah FWB Church, Conway,
SC, received a big red ribbon wrapped
around a 1984 Pontiac Bonneville, Could
your pastor use a new car?

Patmos FWB Church,Leary, GA,
completed construction of a $35,000 addi-
tion, according to Pastor Paul Suggs.
The new addition includes a fellowship hall,
nursery, kitchen, storage area, and pastor’s
office.

Members of Grace FWB Church,
Lake City, SC, honoredPastor Robert
Rose in a Pastor Appreciation Day. The
day’s festivities included a drama, expres-
sions of appreciation from members, a
horn of plenty, and $210 in cash.

Pastor Lester McMahan says the
Unity FWB Church, Cleveland, OH,
completed renovation in their auditorium.
The new face lift includes carpet and
padding for the pews.

Pastor Burt Miller says the Lock-
bourne FWB Church in Ohio's Trinity
Conference recorded 22 conversions, 12
baptisms, and six additions to the church.
The group paved the parkinglot, remodeled
the church basement, and began a 30-
minute Sunday morning radio broadcast.

The Cuyahoga-Lorain Pastor’'s and
Worker’s Conference will meet April 13-14
at Mansfield FWB Church, Mane-
field, OH. Guest speakers inciude Home
Missions staff members Roy Thomas,
Trymon Messer, Connie Cariker,
and John Gibbs. Freddy Dutton pas-
tors.

Pastor Millard Sasser asked mem.
bers of Trinity FWB Church, Bridge-
ton, MO, to join himin reaching goals for
the church in 1984, -One goal is averaging
one new member in the church family each
Sunday.

CONTACT welcomes THEEVANGEL,
the publication of Evangelist Van Dale
Hudson, Evangelist Hudson is headquar-
tered at P.O. Box 682, Guin, AL 35563.

According to Pastor Bill Van Winkle,
Fulton FWB Church, Fulton, MS,
conducted its first missionary conference
in 1983 with an offering of $400 and monthly
pledges of $55. The church also gave 10
percent of their total offerings to outside
causes.

An anonymous benefactor presented a

Kimbail Grand Pianc and aRodgers Organ
to Donelson FWB Church, Nash-
ville, TN. Robert Morgan, pastors.

A tornado touched down at Harte«
field, GA, and damaged the Bay FWB
Church. Pastor Rick Caeon said the
church sustained $6,000 in damage to the
church roof and property. He said 11 trees
were destroyed in the church yard.

Members at First FWB Church,
Cairo, GA, paid offa 20-year mortgage in
two years and nine months, according to
Pastor Walter Brady. The group bor-
rowed $21,000 in 1981, but opted to pay off
the mortgage eatly. Pastor Brady said the
church saved more than $37,000 by retiring
the debt early. During the past year, mem-
bers paved the church drive, remodeled
the front entrance, started a new building
program and added 36 new members.

A number of Free Will Baptist pastors
are enlisting the help of church people in
starting a South-Central Oklahoma
Free Will Baptist Radio Ministry.
The group is focusing on 30 and 60-second
spot announcements on local radio sta-
tions.

CONTACT welcomes the weekly pub-
lication of Peace FWB Church, Spar-
tanburg, SC, Johnnie Bullman pas-
tors.

Arkansas Free Will Baptists are re-
modeling all 18 cabins at Camp Beaver-
fork. The group expects the cost per
cabin to reach $300. However, through an
arrangement with a local agency owned by
Free Wiil Baptists, officials expect to com-
plete the work at a cost of $150 per cabin.

A 40-acre tract of land located in
Huerfano County, Colorado, was
given to the Free Will Baptist Founda-
tionJanuary 19, 1984, according to Foun-
dation Executive Secretary, Herman L,
Hersey. Proceeds from the gift are desig-
nated to the Cooperative Plan Endowment
for the benefit of the ministries of the
National Association.

The gift of real estate is an historic first
for the Free Will Baptist Foundation which
was established in 1980. &
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